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PREFACE. 


My  design  in  the  present  Treatise  is  to  investigate  the  principles 
of  the  Scottish  law  of  Society,  in  so  far  as  they  are  applicable  to 
associations  formed  for  purposes  of  mercantile  gain ;  and  to  trace 
their  practical  working  in  the  private  copartnery,  in  the  public 
company  existing  at  common  law,  and  in  the  corporation  created 
by  Royal  Charter,  by  Registration,  or  by  Special  Act. 

The  systems  of  partnership  law  existing  in  England  and  Scot- 
land respectively,  discover,  when  properly  understood,  the  same 
underlying  principles  of  equity,  and  in  the  general  case  eventuate 
in  similar  practical  results.  It  is  obvious,  however,  on  the  most 
cursory  examination,  that  the  theory  of  each  is  essentially  different, 
— the  Scx)ttish  system  prominently  recognising,  the  English  system 
entirely  ignoring,  a  quasi  person  in  unincorporated  associations  how- 
ever large.  The  consequence  is,  that  while  the  English  authorities, 
so  much  more  numerous  than  our  own,  form  valuable  precedents 
in  Scottish  practice,  their  indiscriminate  use  is  fraught  with  great 
danger,  and  has  unquestionably  tended  to  obscure  the  simplicity 
and  artistic  beauty  which  characterize  the  Scottish  law  of  society. 
Throughout  the  present  work  I  have  endeavoured  to  trace  out  and 
bring  into  prominent  notice  this  fundamental  distinction,  and  to 
show  in  what  respects  it  produces  a  mere  variance  in  phraseology, 
and  in  what  cases  it  creates  a  difference  in  legal  principle  or 
in  matter  of  remedy.  To  accomplish  this  object  in  a  way  com- 
mensurate with  its  importance,  would  necessitate  an  acquaintance 
with  English  law  for  which  the  mere  theoretical  study  of  that 
system  is  a  very  inadequate  preparation.  I  have  sought  to  com- 
pensate for  the  disadvantages  under  which,  in  this  respect,  I  have 
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laboured,  bj  appending  to  each  statement  in  the  text  a  full  list  of 
the  authorities  on  which  it  is  based,  and  of  which  it  is  presented  as 
the  exponent. 

In  treating  of  the  law  of  incorporated  associations,  I  have  also 
been  careful  to  notice  what  have  been  deemed  differential  charac- 
teristics between  the  two  legal  systems.  In  many  respects,  I  am 
inclined  to  believe  that  these  apparent  points  of  contrariety  have 
been  unduly  exaggerated,  from  a  misconception  of  the  technical 
phraseology  employed,  or  from  founding  on  certain  usages  which 
were  common  and  perhaps  legal  prior  to  the  Union,  but  which 
appear  to  be  no  longer  precedents  since  the  Constitution  has  settled 
into  its  existing  form. 

The  Consolidation  Acts  will  be  found  reviewed  at  considerable 
length,  and  illustrated  by  authorities  taken  both  from  English  and 
Scottish  law. 

The  importance  of  railway  law  has  induced  me  to  treat  of  it  in 
great  detail.  I  have  endeavoured  to  bring  under  review  all  the 
existing  public  statutes  bearing  upon  this  subject  in  the  law  of 
Scotland,  and  have  also  referred  to  the  corresponding  English 
Acts. 

The  provisions  of  the  Registration  Act  of  1862  occupy  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  work ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  chapters 
on  winding  up  will  be  found  to  contain  all  the'  more  important 
authorities. 

Considerable  attention  has  been  given  to  the  law  of  companies 
formed  by  royal  charter;  and  this  has  necessitated  a  general 
examination  of  the  Letters  Patent  Acts. 

The  Appendix  will  be  found  to  contain  a  collection  of  forms. 
Those  applicable  to  articles  of  copartnery  are  intended  more  as 
suggestions  than  as  precedents, — their  primary  object  being  to 
indicate  the  principles  upon  which  such  contracts  should  be  framed^ 
and  the  meaning  and  effect  of  the  ordinary  provisions. 

There  has  also  been  annexed  a  reprint  of  all  the  more  impor- 
tant Statutes  applicable  to  partnership  and  joint-stock  companies 
in  Scotland.  It  is  hoped  that  this  will  supply  a  want  which,  from 
the  scattered  nature  of  such  enactments,  has  long  been  felt. 

The  subject-matter  of  the  work  being  very  extensive,  every 
effort  has  been  made  to  study  brevity  and  compression.     With  this 
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view,  all  quotations  from  opinions  or  dicta  have,  except  in  rare 
instances,  been  dispensed  with ;  but  while  what  is  conceived  to  be 
their  import  has  been  stated  in  the  text  as  succinctly  as  possible, 
the  authorities  themselves  will  always  be  found  appended  in  the 
notes  below.  The  plan  of  treatment  may  be  thought  deficient  in 
symmetry  and  in  order  of  sequence ;  nor  is  it  such  as  I  should 
have  chosen  if  I  had  been  less  studious  of  compression.  It  is  not 
the  form  in  which  the  Treatise  was  originally  cast;  but  was 
adopted  after  many  others  had  been  tried  and  abandoned,  as  it 
seemed  best  calculated  to  avoid  repetition  or  cross  reference.  I 
should  also  mention  that,  while  the  manuscript  was  passing  through 
the  press,  some  important  statutory  alterations  were  made  on  the 
law,  and  these  I  deemed  it  better  to  incorporate  in  the  text  than  to 
notice  in  the  Appendix. 

While  engaged  in  collecting  materials  for  the  present  work, 
nothing  has  so  much  arrested  my  attention  as  the  immense  supe- 
riority which  the  Scottish  theory  of  the  private  partnership  and 
unincorporated  company  possesses  over  that  adopted,  or  rather  con- 
tended with,  in  England ;  and  while  observing  that  the  principle 
of  the  separate  persona  has  been  adopted  by  the  imperial  Legislature 
in  the  registration  statutes,  whose  enactment  the  admitted  imper- 
fections of  the  English  theory  of  partnership  had  rendered  neces- 
sary, I  have  often  felt  surprise  and  disappointment  that  no  writer 
on  English  law  appears  to  have  been  even  aware  l^hat  this  very 
principle  has  for  ages  formed  an  integral  part  of  the  Scottish  law 
of  partnership,  in  which  indeed  it  received  still  greater  prominence 
at  a  period  when  English  precedents  were  little  known  or  regarded. 
In  this  as  in  many  other  branches  of  commercial  law,  and  in  none 
more  than  in  that  of  bankruptcy,  it  humbly  appears  to  me  that  the 
imperial  Legislature  would  find  the  usages  of  Scotland  presenting 
much  more  valuable  precedents  than  any  system  of  foreign  juris- 
prudence is  calculated  to  afford. 

But  while  entertaining  an  excusable  predilection  for  those  cha- 
racteristic features  of  Scottish  law,  which  must  be  appreciated  as 
soon  as  they  are  understood,  I  am  very  far  from  undervaluing  the 
intrinsic  excellence  of  the  laws  of  England  ;  and,  indeed,  I  cannot 
help  regarding  it  as  a  very  great  defect  in  our  system  of  legal  educa- 
tion, that  a  course  of  English  law  forms  no  part  of  the  curriculum. 
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The  law  of  Rome  has  been  described  as  a  system  of  written  reason ; 
the  Code  Napoleon  is  probably  unrivalled  for  simplicity,  precision, 
and  homogeneity  ;  the  laws  of  England  appear  to  me  to  possess  the 
proud  distinction  of  insensibly  but  surely  educating  the  people  for 
the  exercise  and  maintenance  of  their  political  rights,  by  familiariz- 
ing them,  through  the  medium  of  the  ordinary  administration  of 
justice,  with  those  great  principles  of  constitutional  law,  of  which 
the  British  form  of  government  is  the  most  perfect  embodiment 
which  the  world  has  .yet  seen.  The  English  common  law  may  be 
characterized  as  the  application  of  the  principles  of  the  British  con- 
stitution to  the  affairs  of  men  in  every-day  life ;  or,  as  it  may  be 
otherwise  expressed,  the  principles  of  the  British  constitution  are 
those  of  the  common  law  seen  at  a  great  angle.  It  is  from  con- 
siderations such  as  these  that  the  laws  of  England,  so  little  under- 
stood or  appreciated  by  foreign  jurists,  receive  their  highest  and 
most  complete  vindication. 

In  the  preparation  of  this  work  I  have  received  very  great 
benefit  from  the  labours  of  others  who  have  treated  of  the  same  or 
of  similar  branches  of  law.  In  Scottish  law,  the  Commentaries  of 
Professor  Bell,  Mr  Stark's  work  on  Partnership,  and  the  late  Mr 
Henderson's  Notes  on  Joint-stock  Companies,  have  proved  valuable 
aids.  In  the  law  of  England,  I  must  specially  refer  to  the  treatise 
of  Mr  Lindley,— a  work  which,  I  believe,  stands  unequaUed  for 
industry,  erudition,  and  legal  acumen,  and  whose  sterling  qualities 
can  perhaps  only  be  fully  appreciated  by  one  who  has  laboured  in 
a  similar  field.  The  work  of  Sir  William  Hodge  on  Railway  Law 
has  been  of  great  use  to  me  in  treating  of  that  branch  of  the  sub- 
ject. Besides  these,  there  are  many  other  writers  on  English  and 
American  law,  by  whose  labours  I  have  greatly  benefited.  They 
are  mentioned  in  the  List  of  Authorities. 

To  my  brethren  of  the  Bar,  and  also  to  many  gentlemen  in 
other  branches  of  the  profession,  I  must  return  my  grateful  thanks 
for  the  valuable  assistance  they  have  at  all  times  given,  and  for  the 
many  useful  suggestions  they  have  made  during  the  progress  of 
the  work.  To  Mr  William  Quthrie,  Advocate,  I  am  under  great 
obligations.  He  carefully  revised  all  the  references,  pointed  out 
several  oversights,  and  made  many  important  suggestions,  particu- 
larly in  reference  to  foreign  and  international  law. 
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In  the  citation  of  authorities  and  decided  cases,  the  following 
general  principles  have  been  adopted.  I  have  endeavoured  to  cite 
all  the  Scottish  cases  which  bear  directly  on  the  matter  immediately 
under  consideration,  and  reference  is  often  made  to  many  others 
which  may  be  found  useful  as  illustrative  of  the  principles  involved. 
THiQembarras  de  richesse  presented  by  theEnglish  authorities  rendered 
it  necessary  to  make  a  selection.  In  doing  this,  I  have  endeavoured 
to  choose,  in  the  first  place,  the  more  leading  cases ;  and  where,  as 
often  happened,  even  these  appeared  too  numerous  for  reference,  I 
gave  the  preference  to  such  as  were  of  most  recent  date,  contained 
the  greatest  number  of  references  to  other  cases,  and  were  least 
liable  to  the  objection  of  proceeding  on  principles  or  technical  rules 
peculiar  to  the  English  system.  When  the  matter  under  considera- 
tion is  regulated  by  a  British  Act,  or  by  enactments  substantially 
the  same  in  both  countries — e,g.  the  Registration  Act  of  1862,  or 
the  Consolidation  Acts  of  1845 — ^the  English  aathorities  have  been 
quoted  with  great  fulness,  and  without  any  efiFort  at  selection. 

In  dealing  with  the  English  authorities,  I  have  endeavoured  to 
avoid  the  use  of  technical  expressions,  and  have  generally  succeeded 
in  expressing  their  import  in  ordinary  language.  Sometimes,  how- 
ever, the  employment  of  phrases  peculiar  to  that  system  was  un- 
avoidable. In  such  cases,  the  explanation  will  generally  be  found 
in  the  immediate  context;  but  to  provide  against  any  oversight 
which  may  have  occurred  in  this  matter,  the  Index  of  Subjects  will 
be  found  to  contain  the  Scotch  equivalents,  or  a  brief  explanation 
of  such  English  words  or  phrases  as  are  of  most  common  occur- 
rence in  partnership  law.  It  is  hoped  that  this  may  also  be  found 
useful,  if  the  reader  (as  I  have  to  request  he  may)  will  consult  the 
English  authorities  and  reported  cases  to  which  throughout  the 
Treatise  he  will  find  a  continual  reference. 

Appended  to  the  Index  of  Cases,  there  will  be  found  a  Table 
of  all  the  Authorities  and  Collections  of  Reports  to  which  refer- 
ence is  made  throughout  the  work,  or  which  I  have  had  occasion 
to  consult  in  the  course  of  its  preparation.  To  each  is  prefixed  the 
customary  abbreviation,  unfamiliarity  with  which,  when  perusing 
English  law  works,  sometimes  creates  considerable  embarrassment. 
I  have  endeavoured  to  make  this  table  as  comprehensive  as  possible, 
so  that  it  may  be  found  useful  not  only  to  those  who  consult  the 
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present  Treatise,  but  to  such  as  may  be  induced  to  extend  their 
acquaintance  with  the  subject  by  the  perusal  of  the  works  of 
English  and  American  jurists. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  observe,  that  though  the  present  Treatise 
has  been  the  work  of  many  years,  and  has  been  more  than  once 
almost  entirely  re-written,  it  is  still  very  far  from  doing  justice  to 
the  subject,  and  may  easily  be  made  the  object  of  adverse  criticism. 
When,  indeed,  I  contrast  the  design  with  the  performance,  I  am 
painfully  conscious  of  how  much  the  latter  falls  short  of  the  former ; 
nor  can  I  doubt  that,  with  all  the  industry  I  have  had  it  in  my 
power  to  bestow,  several  Scottish  decisions  of  importance  may  have 
escaped  my  notice,  that  numerous  valuable  dicta  to  be  found  in 
cases  not  having  an  ea  facie  bearing  on  partnership  law  have  been 
overlooked,  and  that  the  text  itself  may  be  chargeable  with  misstate- 
ments of  law.  Such  considerations  strongly  suggest  the  propriety 
of  soliciting  the  indulgent  consideration  of  the  profession,  when  the 
result  of  my  labours  is  now  finally  submitted  to  their  scrutiny. 


FRAS.  W,  CLARK. 


Edinburgh,  5  Forth  Street, 
Apn'l  1866. 
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Page  860,  note  (c),  far  Crown,  read  Crum. 

Page  188,  note  (c),  for  Pro  rearf  No. 

Page  212,  note  (a),  /or  Monach^s  Trs.,  read  Monach's  Creda.  v.  The  Trnstee. 

Page  252,  note  (a),  for  Mornn  read  Moriaon  v.  Boswell. 

Page  252,  note  (a),  for  Shiira,  etc.,  read  King  v.  Shirra,  1827,  5  S.  215. 

Page  501,  ybr  Tuahey  read  Tuohey. 

Page  688,  note  (&),  Struthers  is  reported  as  Barr  v.  Spiers. 

Page  323,  for  '  a  charge  has  been  given  to,'  read  a  decree  has  been  obtained 

against. 
Page  281,  note  (a).  Brown  v.  Edgley,  1014,  read  Broom  v.  Edgley,  1087. 
Page  667,  note  (/),  for  1  Wilson,  read  1  J.  and  W.  267. 


OMISSA. 

Page  272,  note  (&),  Ker  v.  M'Eechnie,  1845,  7  D.  494.  Note  (c),  Buchanan 
and  Go.  v.  Adam,  1833,  N.  S.  762 ;  Nisbet  v.  Taylor's  Ezrs.,  1840,  3  D.  332. 

At  top  of  page  648  add, '  but  not  for  attaching  such  as  are  declared  moveable 
by  statute,'  Sinclair  v.  Staples,  1860,  22  D.  600. 
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ADDENDA. 


Partnership  Articles, 

Gonstraction  of  provisions  creating  a  right  of  pre-emption. — Homfray  v. 
FothergiU,  1866, 1  Law  Rep.  (Equity)  667. 

Adoption  of  Liabilities  of  an  Old  Firm  by  a  New. 

Rolfe  and  the  Bank  of  Australasia  v.  Flower  and  Co,^  1866,  1  Law  Rep. 
(Judicial  Committee  Appeals)  27. 

Powers  of  Majorities. 

To  lease  company  property. — Featherstonhaugh  v.  Lee  Moor  PorcelainX^o.^ 
1865,  1  Law  Rep.  (%uity)  818. 

When  a  company  is  formed  for  working  a  patent,  it  is  not  fdtra  vires  to  pur- 
chase the  patent. — British  and  Foreign  Cork  Co.  (Leifchild's  case),  1865,  1 
Law  Rep.  ^Equity)  231. 

Quasi  Partnership. 

Application  of  the  doctrine  that  agency  is  a  test  of  the  paitnership'relation. 
— Bullen  y.  Sharp^  1866, 1  Law  Rep.  (Common  Pleas)  86.  This  case  is  yaluable 
for  the  opinions  of  the  judges. 

Allotment  of  Shares. 

Allotment  of  shares  must  be  made  within  a  reasonable  tinle,  otherwise  it 
does  not  bind  the  applicant. — Ramsgate  Victoria  Hotel  Co.  {Limited)  y.  Monte- 
fore,  1866,  1  Law  Kep.  (Exch.)  109. 

Repudiation  of  Contract  to  become  a  Shareholder. 

A  person  who  had  been  induced  to  take  shares  in  a  company  on  the  faith  of 
representations  which  he  afterwards  discovered  to  be  false,  but  who,  subse- 
quentiy  to  this  discoveiy,  instructed  his  broker  to  sell  the  shares,  was  found  not 
entitied  to  avoid  the  contract,  and  so  escape  from  the  liabilities  of  a  contribu- 
tory in  the  winding  up. — Hop  and  Malt  Exchange  and  Warehouse  Co.  (ex  parte 
Briggs),  1  Law  Reports  (Equity)  483. 

Who  are  Contributories. 

A  party  who  had  signed  articles  of  association  for  twenty-five  shares,  but 
had  applied  for  fifty  shares  and  no  allotment  was  made,  was  found  to  be  a  con- 
tributory for  twenty-five  shares  only. — Llanharry  Haematite  Iron  Co.  (TothilTs 
case),  1865,  1  Law  Rep.  (Chancery  Appeals)  85. 

A  party  was  found  to  nave  become  a  shareholder  by  offer  and  acceptance  to 
take  shares,  and  therefore  liable  to  be  made  a  contributory,  but  not  as  to  four 
shares  for  which  he  had  also  made  an  offer,  but  in  the  acceptance  relative  to 
which  a  condition  of  forfeiture  was  added,  which  formed  a  variance  of  the  con- 
tract,  and  which  variance  waa  not  agreed  to  by  payment  within  the  preecribed 
time. — Leeds  Banking  Co.  (AddineWs  case),  1865,  1  Law  Rep.  (Equity)  225. 

Executors  who  accept  shares  must  be  put  on  the  list  in  their  own  and  not  in 
their  representative  character. — Feamside  and  Dean's  case,  1865,  85  Law  Jour. 
(Chancery)  75. 

All  agreements  with  directors  whereby  a  shareholder  may  by  payments  or 
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oiherwiBe  be  relieved  from  liability  to  become  a  contributory  are  invalid. — Affri- 
cuUuralist  Cattle  Insurance  Co,  (Stanhope's  case),  1  Law  Rep.  (Chancery 
Appeals)  161. 

Winding  up. 

The  165th  section  of  the  Companies  Act  of  1862,  which  empowers  the  Court 
to  compel  payment  by  directors  and  officers  of  companies  in  respect  of  mis- 
feasance or  breach  of  trust  relating  to  the  affairs  of  the  company,  does  not  apply 
as  against  the  executors  of  a  deceased  director. — Re  East  of  England  Bank 
(FeUom's  Exrs.  case),  1866,  1  Law  Rep.  (Equity)  219. 

The  Court  will  not  at  the  instance  of  contributories  interfere  with  a  voluntary 
winding  up  under  supervision,  except  where  the  resolution  for  winding  up 
voluntarily  has  been  ootained  by  fraud,  or  by  an  inequitable  overbearing  of  the 
rights  of  a  dissentient  minority  by  impr^)er  influence.r—iZe  London  and  Mer- 
cantile Discount  Co,,  1865,  1  Law  Rep.  (Equity)  277. 

Remuneration  of  Officials, 

A  proposal  to  give  large  sums  to  the  chairman  and  other  officials  of  a  railway 
company  which  had  been  dissolved  by  amalgamation  was  held  to  be  beyond  the 
powers  of  the  company,  which  still  subsisted  for  the  purposes  of  winding  up,  and 
question  whether  itdlway  companies  have  power  to  apply  their  revenue  ia  giving 
their  servants  compensation  for  loss  of  office  in  consiaeration  of  past  services.— 
Clouston,  etc,  v.  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  Ra.  Co,,  1865,  4  Macph.  207. 

Meetings  of  Shareholders, 

A  proposal  to  vote  large  sums  to  officials  for  long  and  faithful  services  held 
to  be  Dusmeas  of  a  nature  which  could  not  be  entered  upon  at  a  half-yearly 
statutory  meeting  without  special  notice. — Clouston,  etc.  v.  Edinburgh  and  Glas- 
gow Ra,  Co.,  1865,  4  Macph.  207. 

Lands  Clauses  Act. 

To  what  extent  adjacent  lands  can  be  regarded  as  part  of  a  house.  The 
general  principle  is,  that  such  only  are  to  be  so  regarded  as  would  pass  under  a 
devise  or  conveyance  of  the  *  house*  without  further  specification. — Steele  v. 
The  Midland  Ra.  Co.,  1866,  1  Law  Rep.  (Equity  Appeals)  275. 

Compensation  for  injury  to  lands  by  railway  vibration.  Brand  v.  Hammer- 
smith and  City  Ra.  Co.,  1865,  1  Law  Rep.  (Queen's  Bench)  180. 

Railway  Clauses  Act. 

Level  crossings — ^neghgence  in  respect  to.  See  Stapley  v.  London,  Brighton, 
and  South  Coast  Ra.  Co.,  1865,  1  Law  Rep.  (Exch.)  21 ;  Stubley  v.  London 
and  North-Westem  Ra.  Co.,  1865;  1  Law  Rep.  (Exch.)  13. 

Arbitration. 

In  an  action  against  a  railway  company  upon  an  award  of  an  arbitrator 
appointed  to  determine  a  claim  under  the  Lands  Clauses  Act,  it  was  pleaded 
in  defence  that  the  award  was  void  by  reason  of  its  giving  compensation  for 
what  was  not  injuriouslv  affected.  It  was  held  on  demurrer  that  the  plea  was 
good ;  in  other  words,  the  relevancy  of  the  defence  was  sustained. — Beckett  v. 
Midland  Ra.  Co.,  1866,  1  Law  Rep.  Common  Pleas,  241. 

Private  Act. 

Previous  agreement  allowed  to  be  equitably  pleaded  in  derogation  of. — Savin 
V.  Hoy  lake  Ra.  Co.,  1865,  1  Law  Rep.  (Exch.)  9. 

Bye-laws. 

Bye-laws  will  be  so  interpreted  as  not  to  bear  oppressively  on  the  public,  and 
will  only  be  capable  of  enforcement  in  so  far  ^  their  provisions  are  reasonable. 
— Jennings  v.  Great  Northern  Ra.  Co.,  1865,  1  I^w  Rep.  (Queen's  Bench)  7 ; 
Dearden  v.  Townsend,  1865,  1  Law  Rep.  (Q.  B.)  10. 
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Inequality  of  Charges. 

See  Raxendale  v.  T^mdon  and  South-Western  Ra.  Co.,  1866,  1  Law  Rep. 
(Exch.)  137;  Sutton  v.  South-Eastern  Ra.  Co.,  1  Law  Rep.  (Exch.)  32;  Napier 
V.  Glasgow  and  South- Western  Ra.  Co.,  1865,  4  Macph.  87. 

Public  Burdens, 

Amount  of  dedaction  to  which,  in  relation  to  poor-rates,  a  raQway  company 
is  entitled  in  respect  of  repairs  made  on  the  line,  etc. — Edinburgh  and  Glasgow 
Ra.  Co.  V.  HaU,  1866,  4  Macph.  301. 

Construction  of  5  and  6  Vict.  c.  79,  in  relation  to  railway  passenger  trains 
duty  in  the  case  of  cheap  trains.  —  Great  Western  Ra.  Co.  and  Others  v. 
Attomey-Generalj  1866,  1  Law  Rep.  (English  Appeals)  1. 

Costs  in  Winding  up. 

After  advertisement,  any  party  entitled  to  appear  and  oppose,  who  does  so 
successfully,  is  entitled  to  costs,  though  he  had  not  been  senr^  with  the  petition. 
—Re  Marlborough  Club  Co.,  1865,  1  Law  Rep.  (Equity)  216. 

An  order  for  winding  up  of  a  company  is  notice  of  discharge  to  the  servants. 
— Chapman^ s  case,  1865,  1  Law  Rep.  (Equity)  346. 

The  claim  of  a  lessor,  who  haa  leased  a  quarry  to  the  company  for  twenty- 
seven  years  and  a  half,  was  ordered  to  be  entered  for  the  value  of  the  future  rent, 
— the  order  to  be  without  prejudice  to  any  appUcation  to  dissolve  the  company ; 
but  no  order  for  dissolution  to  be  made  without  notice  to  the  lessor. — Haytor 
Granite  Co.,  1865,  1  Law  Rep.  (Chancery  Appeals)  77. 

Amalgamation, 

Amalgamation  by  special  act  does  not  affect  clauses  of  arbitration  in  pre- 
vious contracts,  or  give  a  new  meaning  to  their  provisions. — Re  Wansbeck  Ra, 
Co.  V.  Townsend,  1866,  1  Law  Rep.  (Common  Pleas)  269. 

Rights  of  Executors. 

A  husband  by  the  settlement  of  his  deceased  wife  acquired  right  to  certaio 
shares  in  a  joint-stock  company,  from  which,  and  the  profits  of  which,  his  jtu 
mariti  had  oeen  excluded.  These  shares  he  sold  to  the  company.  After  his 
death,  the  executor  of  the  predeceasing  wife  sued  the  company  for  the  undi- 
vided profits  which  had  accrued  during  her  life,  alleging  that  the  company,, 
instead  of  dividing,  had  fraudulently  concealed  them.  Averments  by  the  pur- 
suer, which  were  held  sufficient  to  cover  a  case  in  which  undivided  profits, 
fraudulently  withheld,  might  be  held  not  to  have  been  incorporated  with  the 
shares  or  transferred  with  them,  and  inquiry  allowed. — Hunter  and  Others  t, 
Carron  Co,  and  Others,  1865,  4  Macph.  216. 


A  TREATISE 


ON  THE 


LAW    OF    PARTNERSHIP    AND 
JOINT-STOCK    COMPANIES. 


INTRODUCTION, 

CONTAINING  AN  HISTORICAL  SKETCH  OF  THE  LAW  OF  PARTNER- 
SHIP AND  JOINT-STOCK  COMPANIES  IN  SCOTLAND,  AND  EXPLAIN- 
ING THE  OBJECTS  AND  PLAN  OF  THE  TREATISE. 

Until  a  comparatively  recent  period,  Scotland  could  not  be  called 
a  mercantile  country.  The  long  continued  wars  with  England,  the 
prevalence  of  internal  dissensions,  the  pressure  of  feudalism  in  its 
most  rigorous  form,  were  causes  that  combined  to  check  the  rising 
spirit  of  commercial  adventure,  and  to  neutralize  the  advantages  of 
that  insular  situation  which  Scotland  as  well  as  England  enjoys. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  sixteenth  century  a  brighter  era  began  Early  traces 
to  dawn  over  Scotland :  her  commercial  relations  with  the  continent  partnerehii>8. 
of  Europe  began  to  multiply ;  and  we  soon  find  her  carrying  on  a 
regular  and  increasing  trade  with  the  Low  Countries,  but  more 
especially  with  France.  It  is  at  this  period  that  the  partnership 
relation  emerges  into  notice;  and  soon  after,  the  earliest  decided 
cases,  though  few  and  meagre,  begin  to  appear  in  our  judicial 
records* 

There  is  great  reason  to  believe  that  the  laws  of  England  and  Foreign  origin 
Scotland  were,  at  a  remote  period,  very  similar,  if  not  identical.  But  *°  ^    ^^  ^' 
however  this  may  have  been,  it  is  certain  that,  prior  to  the  sixteenth 
century,  a  wide  divergence  had  taken  place,  due  partly  to  the  long 
wars  between  the  two  countries,  and  partly  to  the  close  relations 
which  during  all  that  period  subsisted  between  Scotland  and  the 
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continent  of  Europe.  It  is  not  therefore  a  matter  of  surprise  to 
the  student  of  Scottish  history,  that  the  laws  of  Scotland  should,  for 
a  century  or  two  prior  to  the  Union,  present  a  somewhat  foreign 
appearance,  and  exhibit  a  much  closer  resemblance  to  continental 
than  to  English  jurisprudence.  To  this  the  law  of  partnership 
formed  no  exception ;  and  its  earlier  traces,  though  few  and  indis- 
tinct, are  found  to  point  unmistakeably  to  a  system  adopting  the 
principles  of  the  Roman  Societas^  as  these  had  been  modified  and 
extended  by  the  Dutch,  and  more  particularly  by  the  French  mer- 
cantile usages. 

This  system  of  partnership  law,  though  not  of  native  growth, 
appears  to  have  been  characterized  by  great  breadth  and  elasticity ; 
and  to  have  contained  within  itself  the  germs  of  those  important 
provisions  which  the  Imperial  legislation  has  at  length  adopted  iu 
the  late  Registration  Acts.  Thus  it  appears,  that  during  the  seven- 
teenth and  the  earlier  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  the  important 
principle  that  a  copartnery,  or  society,  is  a  separate  persona  from 
the  members  composing  it,  had  been  fully  established ;  and  there 
seems  no  reason  to  doubt,  that  if  this  and  kindred  principles  had 
been  developed  by  equitable  tribunals  dealing  with  questions  pre- 
sented by  commercial  relations  sufficiently  numerous  and  varied,  a 
system  of  partnership  law  would,  almost  independently  of  legislative 
interference,  have  long  since  grown  up,  which,  while  checking  reck- 
less speculation,  would  have  enabled  bona  fide  associations  to  attain 
the  benefits  of  Limited  Liability  (a). 

The  breadth  of  area  necessary  for  the  elaboration  of  such  prin- 
ciples was  not,  however,  to  be  found  in  Scotland,  whose  mercantile 
relations,  whether  external  or  internal,  still  continued  scanty  in  the 
extreme.  Hence  the  Scotch  law  of  *  society  *  never  developed  itself 
into  a  complete;  or  even  a  consistent  system.  About  the  middle  of 
the  last  century,  it  may  be  said  to  have  almost  touched  the  doctrine 
of  limited  liability ;  but  it  had  not  yet  coupled  this  with  the  correc- 
tive principle  of  registration,  so  familiar  in  other  branches  of  the 
law  of  Scotland. 

Shortly  after  this  period,  all  further  development  of  the  original 
Scottish  law  of  society  was  arrested  by  the  introduction  of  doctrines 
drawn  from  the   English  law  of   partnership,  often  imperfectly 
(d)  See  Chapters  on  Liability  of  Partners,  and  on  Suing  and  being  Sued. 
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understood ;  and  which  indeed  could  scarcely  have  worked  bencfi- 
ciallj,  unless  coupled  with  all  the  other  principles  which,  in  the 
English  system  of  jurisprudence,  limited  their  application  and 
supplied  their  defects. 

As  we  shall  afterwards  see,  the  English  law  never  recognised 
the  existence  of  even  a  quasi  persona  in  any  society  other  than  a 
proper  corporation,  but  always  refused  to  see  anything  in  a  partner- 
ship, however  large,  beyond  a  mere  aggregation  of  individuals.  Nay, 
soon  after  the  middle  of  last  century,  the  pressure  of  this  English 
doctrine  began  to  be  felt  in  the  Scotch  law  of  partnership ;  and 
since  that  period  it  has  continued  to  operate  with  increased  force, 
until  the  effects  of  the  old  Scottish  doctrine  of  the  quasi  persona 
have  become  greatly  weakened,  and  even  entirely  eliminated  from 
some  departments  of  partnership  law. 

In  other  respects  also,  the  English  and  Scottish  systems  of  part-  Gradual  ap- 

,  proximation  of 

nership  law  have,  since  the  middle  of  last  century,  been  gradually  the  two  laws. 
approaching  each  other.  This  process  has  gone  on  silently,  and 
almost  unconsciously.  English  principles  have  been  infiltrated  into 
the  Scottish  practice,  partly  through  the  medium  of  the  appellate 
jurisdiction,  and  partly  from  the  habit  of  quoting  English  authorities 
before  the  tribunals ;  nor  must  it  be  forgotten,  that  in  a  large  class 
of  cases  presenting  questions  of  novelty,  both  systems  have  taken  a 
simultaneous  development  in  the  same  direction. 

At  the  present  time,  the  English  and  Scottish  systems  of  part- 
nership law,  as  regards  private  firms  and  simple  partnerships,  may 
be  said  to  resemble  each  other  so  closely,  that  in  many  respects  they 
are  coincident.  But  they  still  differ  on  some  important  points,  and 
will  often  be  found  attaining  the  same  equitable  results  by  very 
different  media.  These  variances  are  sometimes  traceable  to  an 
original  difference  in  principle,  but  more  frequently  to  differences 
in  other  branches  of  the  respective  laws  of  the  two  countries,  which, 
as  they  run  into  and  affect  the  law  of  partnership,  communicate  to 
it  their  distinctive  colouring. 

UNINCORPORATED  COMPANIES. 

When,  on  the  cessation  of  the  civil  wars,  the  material  resources  origin  of  un- 

iDcorDoratfiQ 

of  this  country,  as  well  as  of  England,  began  to  develop  themselves,  companies. 
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and  the  energies  of  the  people  were  directed  to  commercial  enter- 
prise, many  undertakings  presented  themselves,  calculated  not  less 
to  benefit  the  public  than  their  promoters.  Large  capital  was 
required  for  such  undertakings,  and  this  could  only  be  raised  by 
means  of  associations  containing  a  great  number  of  shareholders. 
The  management  of  these  associations  had,  in  consequence  of  their 
very  size,  to  be  entrusted,  not  to  their  members,  but  to  officers  or 
directors  appointed  for  the  purpose.  And  it  soon  became  evident, 
that  it  would  greatly  conduce  to  their  prosperity,  if  the  members, 
whose  contributions  consisted  merely  of  money,  should  be  able  to 
transfer  their  shares  like  other  marketable  commodities.  Thus  by 
degrees,  as  called  forth  by  the  exigencies  of  advancing  commerce, 
the  joint-stock  company  evolved  itself  out  of  the  private  partnership. 
To  associations  of  this  kind  the  principles  of  the  Roman  Sacietasj 
^  or  the  common  law  partnership,  were  applicable  only  by  analogy  ; 
yet  there  is  reason  to  believe,  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  inter- 
ference of  the  Legislature,  and  the  hostility  of  the  tribunals,  the 
common  sense  of  the  mercantile  community  would  have  established 
a  system  of  consuetudinary  law  sufficient  for  the  regulation  of  joint- 
stock  companies  in  all  ordinary  cases.  This  would  have  been  more 
certainly  the  result  in  Scotland,  where,  as  already  pointed  out,  the 
separate  |>67*«ona  of  an  ordinary  partnership  was  distinctly  recognised. 

6  Geo.  I.  c.  18.  But  towards  the  beginning  of  the  last  century  a  spirit  of  reckless 

speculation  began  to  manifest  itself  in  England,  giving  birth  to  a 
number  of  futile,  and,  as  it  proved,  ruinous  projects ;  and  among 
others,  to  the  celebrated  South  Sea  scheme.  The  monetary  embar- 
rassment and  wide-spread  misery  which  this  baseless  undertaking 
produced,  led  to  the  enactment  of  6  Geo.  i.  c.  18,  commonly  known 
as  the  ^  Bubble  Act  J  This  statute,  on  the  recital,  that  ^  whereas  in 
many  cases  undertakers  or  subscribers  have  presumed  to  act  as  if 
they  were  corporate  bodies,  and  have  pretended  to  make  their  shares 
transferable  or  assignable  without  legal  authority  either  by  Act  of 
Parliament  or  charter  from  the  Crown  for  so  doing,'  enacts  that 
all  such  undertakings  and  attempts  shall  be  deemed  'illegal'  and 
'  void,'  and  put  4own  as  ^  common  and  public  nuisances.' 

Non-obeer-  ^  ^^^^  enactment  had  been  rigorously  carried  out,  the  existence 

of  joint-stock  companies,  otherwise  than  by  charter  or  statute,  would 
have  been  impossible.     But  as  soon  as  the  losses  and  panic  caused 


vance  of  its 
provisions 


1 


UNINCORPORATED  COMPANIES. 

by  the  South  Sea  scheme  and  its  accompanying  bubbles  began  to 
fade  from  the  public  mind,  it  became  evident  that  the  Legislature 
had  gone  too  far  in  its  well-meant  endeavours  to  check  unprin- 
cipled speculation  ;  and,  accordingly,  it  would  seem  that,  notwith- 
standing the  Bubble  Act,  joint-stock  companies,  after  a  temporary 
check,  went  on  increasing  both  in  number  and  importance.  In 
Scotland  it  does  not  appear  that  the  Bubble  Act  ever  received 
much  attention  (a) ;  for  in  the  preamble  to  the  6  Geo.  iv.  c.  131 
(1825),  it  is  stated  that  the  practice  had  prevailed  in  Scotland  of  in- 
stituting societies  having  joint  stocks,  with  shares  either  transferable 
or  conditionally  transferable  for  the  *  purpose  of  carrying  on  bank- 
ing and  other  commercial  concerns,  many  of  which  had  transacted 
business  for  a  number  of  years  to  the  advantage  of  that  country.' 
The  Bubble  Act  was  virtually  repealed  by  the  6  Geo.  iv.  c.  91. 

But  the  consequences  of  hasty  legislation  were  not  the  only  Hostility  of 
difficulties  with  which  the  joint-stock  company  principle  had  to  in  England, 
struggle.  In  England,  the  tribunals  both  of  law  and  equity  appear 
to  have  been  hostile  to  the  very  existence  of  such  associations  from 
their  first  appearance.  The  English  law  of  partnership,  as  not 
recognising  the  persona  of  the  firm,  was  at  the  outset  a  very 
unpromising  stock  on  which  to  engraft  the  requirements  of  the 
joint-stock  company  ;  but  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  courts 
greatly  intensified  the  evils  of  the  existing  law  beyond  what  would 
have  resulted  from  the  most  judaical  interpretation.  By  a  rigorous, 
and  one  should  say  a  senseless  application  of  the  principle,  that  a 
company,  however  large,  was  a  mere  aggregation  of  individuals, 
the  courts  of  equity  as  well  as  of  law  refused  all  action  to  com- 
panies against  their  members,  and  to  all  members  against  their 
companies ;  and  indeed  refused  to  interfere  in  any  circumstances, 
except  on  condition  that  the  concern  should  be  wound  up.  This 
state  of  matters  called  loudly  for  legislative  interference  ;  and  hence 
the  origin  of  the  Registration  Acts,  which  were  introduced  into 
England  long  before  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  extend  their 
operation  to  this  part  of  the  kingdom. 

(a)  The  only  case  in  which  it  aeexna  here  the  judgment  seeins  to  have  pro- 

to  have  been  referred  to  was  that  of  ceeded  on  the  common  law  rather  than 

the  Masons  of  the  Lodge  of  Lanark  v.  on  the  statute. 
Hamilton,  etc,  1730,  M.  14554.     But 
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KfTcct  of  this  In  Scotland,  the   law  of  private  partnership,  inasmach  as  it 

in  Scotland.  '  I  r  r> 

recognised  the  separate  person  of  the  firm,  formed  a  much  more 
favourable  point  of  departure  for  the  joint^stock  company;  and 
our  Scottish  tribunals,  instead  of  being  opposed  to  such  associations, 
were  apparently  inclined  to  foster  their  interests,  by  giving  as  elastic 
an  interpretation  as  possible  to  the  law  of  partnership.  Yet,  as 
already  mentioned,  the  pressure  of  English  notions  appears  to  have 
arrested  the  natural  development  of  the  Scottish  principles  of 
'  Society  ; '  and  to  have  banished  from  our  legal  system  all  traces 
of  the  SociM'  en  commandite^  which  seems  at  an  early  period  to 
have  been  finding  its  way  into  Scotland. 

Still,  though  the  law  of  Scotland  in  relation  to  the  unincor- 
porated joint-stock  company  has  not  received  due  development,  in 
consequence  of  external  pressure  and  the  want  of  a  more  extended 
commerce,  its  principles,  even  as  they  now  exist,  appear  to  be 
fundamentally  sounder  than  those  adopted  in  English  law.  Indeed, 
so  satisfactorily  did  the  Scottish  law  of  joint-stock  companies  work 
before  the  introduction  of  the  Registration  Acts,  that  except  for 
the  purpose  of  attaining  limited  liability,  and  more  precision  in 
management,  the  want  of  such  enactments  was  scarcely  felt ;  while 
in  England  the  evils  of  the  existing  system  had  become  so  intoler- 
able, that  legislative  interference  was  altogether  indispensable  (a). 


COMPANIES  INCORPORATED  BY  ACT  OF  PARLIAMENT,  ROYAL 

CHARTER,  OR  REGISTRATION. 

Origin  of  From  a  very  early  period  in  the  history  of  Great  Britain,  the 

incorporated  i  *    •  •  . 

companies.  Crown  had  been  in  use,  by  an  exercise  of  prerogative,  to  erect  cor- 
porations with  the  usual  privileges  of  perpetual  succession,  power 
of  acting  and  transacting  in  the  corporate  name  like  a  natural 
})er8on,  and  with  authority  to  make  bye-laws  to  bind  their  own 
members.  Limitation  of  liability  to  the  funds  of  the  company  was 
also  a  necessary  consequence  of  incorporation  (6).  When,  therefore, 
at  a  later  period,  commercial  undertakings  were  projected  of  a  nature 
requiring  greater  privileges  than  the  mere  joint-stock  company  as 
existing  at  common  law  could  furnish,  recourse  was  had  to  incor- 

{(t)  StK)  Report  of  Mercantile  I^w  Commission,  1854-5. 
(It)  8ec  Chapter  on  Cliartcrwl  Companies. 
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poration  by  royal  charter ;  and  many  undertakings  of  the  utmost 
benefit  to  the  country  have  been  carried  out  in  this  manner.  If,  again, 
as  was  often  the  case  in  later  times,  the  projected  schemes  required  to 
possess  special  and  aggressive  powers  in  addition  to  the  privileges  of 
incorporation,  they  were  formed  under  a  special  Act  of  Parliament. 

But  the  great  expense  and  ruinous  delay  which  attended  the 
obtaining  of  royal  charter  or  special  Act  came  to  be  severely  felt, 
as  the  advancing  prosperity  of  the  country  multiplied  the  number 
of  undertakings  requiring  their  aid,  and  led  to  the  abandonment 
of  many  that  would  have  been  highly  beneficial  to  the  public  and 
their  projectors.  These  considerations,  and  the  undeniable  bene- 
fits which  the  joint-stock  principle,  cramped  and  fettered  as  it  was 
by  the  existing  state  of  the  law,  had  conferred  on  the  country,  seem 
gradually  to  have  liberated  the  Legislature  from  the  ancient  pre- 
judices against  its  free  operation,  even  though  they  still  lingered 
in  the  tribunals. 

This  change  of  sentiment  was  evinced  by  certain  enactments  Letters  Patent 
known  as  the  *  Letters  Patent  ActSy  which  may  be  characterized  as  a 
compromise  between  the  old  notions  and  the  new,  seeking  to  derive 
as  much  benefit  as  possible  from  the  joint-stock  principle,  at  the 
least  possible  concession  of  the  privileges  peculiar  to  corporations. 

The  first  of  these  enactments,  6  Geo.  iv.  c.  91,  which  virtually  6Geo.iv.c.  91. 
repealed  the  Bubble  Act,  empowered  the  Crown,  when  it  should 
see  fit,  to  incorporate  companies  by  charter,  without  at  the  same 
time  conferring  on  them  the  privilege  of  limited  liability. 

As  was  foreseen  by  all  practical  men,  this  enactment  failed  to 
meet  the  exigencies  of  the  case.  The  difficulty  and  expense  of 
obtaining  charters  of  incorporation  placed  them  beyond  the  reach 
of  ordinary  companies  ;  and  as  to  such  larger  associations  as  could 
afford  to  surmount  these  obstacles,  the  privilege  of  limited  liability 
was  precisely  that  of  which  they  were  most  desirous,  and  without 
which  mere  incorporation  was  of  little  importance. 

In  1834,  the  evils  of  the  existing  system  again  forced  themselves  4  &  5  WiU.  iv. 
on  the  attention  of  the  Legislature,  and  the  Act  of  4  and  5  Will. 
IV.  c.  94  was  passed.  This  enactment  rendered  it  competent  for 
the  Crown  to  confer  on  any  joint-stock  company,  by  letters  patent, 
*  any  privilege  or  privileges  which,  according  to  the  rules  of  the 
common  law,  it  would  be  competent  to  his  Majesty  to  grant  to  such 
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company  by  charter  of  incorporation.'  The  chief  of  these  privileges 
was  declared  to  be  that  of  suing  and  being  sued  in  the  names  of 
officials  ;  but  from  sec.  3^  it  would  appear  that  limited  liability  was 
not  among  their  number.  The  Act  contained  special  provisions  for 
making  it  applicable  to  Scotland,  where,  from  the  absence  of  the 
English  technical  difficulties  as  to  suing  and  being  sued,  the  privi- 
leges it  offered  were  of  little  moment.  It  may  be  noticed,  that  in  its 
fourth  section  we  find  the  first  traces  of  that  system  of  registration 
which  has  since  been  so  successfully  elaborated. 

This  Act,  like  its  predecessor,  entirely,  failed  to  mitigate  the 
evils  complained  of ;  and  these  still  continuing  to  make  themselves 
felt  with  increasing  force,  the  Legislature  once  more  attempted 
to  find  a  remedy,  and  passed  in  1837  the  1  Vict.  c.  73,  which 
repealed  the  former  Acts,  on  the  significant  recital,  *that  they 
had  not  been  found  effectual  for  the  purposes  for  which  they  were 

intended.' 
1837, 1  Vict.  c.         This,  commonly  known  as  the  Letters  Patent  Act,  extends 

/O. 

over  the  United  Kingdom,  and  is  still  in  force.  It  purports  to 
confer  powers  and  privileges  almost  equal  to  those  since  made  avail- 
able under  the  Registration  Acts,  and  for  the  first  time  contains  a 
provision  for  limiting  the  liability  of  shareholders.  The  machinery 
by  which  its  provisions  are  to  be  worked  out  is  very  similar  to  that 
of  the  Registration  Acts,  though,  of  course,  in  a  cruder  and  less 
perfect  form. 

Notwithstanding  the  expectations  formed  of  this  Act,  and  the 
much  more  liberal  spirit  displayed  in  its  provisions,  it,  like  all  its 
predecessors,  proved  a  failure.  The  main  reason  of  this  was,  that 
limited  liability,  in  the  proper  sense  of  the  word,  could  not  be 
attained  under  its  provisions.  The  shareholders  still  continued 
ultimately  liable ;  and  the  only  advantage  secured  was,  that  they 
were  liable  only  auhaidiarie  after  manifest  failure  of  the  company. 
The  Act  was  accordingly  little  used  in  England,  and  has  remained 
a  dead  letter  in  Scotland  (a). 

At  length  the  old  prejudices  against  free  combination  of  capi- 
tal gave  way,  and  the  advantages  and  safety  of  according  limited 
liability  forced  themselves  on  the  attention  of  the  Legislature,  not 

(a)  The  only  example  appears  to      Hank  to  take  advantage  of  the  Act. 
have  been  an  attempt  of  the  AVeatem      It  proved  abortive. 
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onlj  by  the  beneficial  working  of  the  foreign  aociSUs  en  commanditej 
bat  also  bj  the  example  of  such  associations  in  Oreat  Britain  as 
had  attained  limited  liability  by  the  expensive  avenaes  of  royal 
charter  or  special  Act. 

These  more  enlarged  views  found  expression  in  the  statute  of  18  ^^AP  ^^^^ 
and  19  Vict.  c.  133,  well  known  as  the  first  Limited  Liability  Act. 
By  this  Act,  companies  were  enabled  to  obtain  all  the  benefits  of 
incorporation,  and  (if  desired)  of  limited  liability  in  the  full  and 
proper  sense  of  the  phrase.  It  was  intended,  however,  more  as 
a  trial  than  a  permanent  enactment,  and  its  provisions  were  de- 
clared not  to  extend  to  Scotland. 

This  Act  was  no  sooner  in  operation,  than  it  gave  great  and 
general  satLsf  action,  and  the  prognostications  made  by  the  opponents 
of  limited  liability  were  found  to  have  been  purely  imaginary. 
This  was  so  much  the  case,  that  in  the  following  year  ^  The  Joint- 
stock  Companies  Act,  1856'  (19  and  20  Vict.  c.  47),  was  passed,  19&20  vict 
which,  repealing  many  former  Acts,  and  amongst  others  that  of 
the  previous  year,  re-enacted  its  provisions  in  a  more  perfect  and 
consolidated  form ;  and  while  rendering  the  benefits  of  incorpora- 
tion and  limited  liability  still  more  easily  available,  extended  them 
over  the  whole  United  Kingdom. 

In  the  following  year,  on  the  preamble  *  that  it  is  expedient  that  f^^^^^  ^^^*" 
further  provision  be  made  for  the  incorporation  and  registration  of 
joint-stock  companies,'  the  Act  20  and  21  Vict.  c.  14  was  passed, 
by  which  the  principles  of  the  Act  1 856  were  more  fully  carried 
out;  and  in  1858  they  were  still  further  extended  by  the  21  and  22  ^^g^^^  ^^°^ 
Vict.  c.  60,  and  by  the  21  and  22  Vict.  c.  91,  which  last  enactment  ^i  a  22  Vict. 
enabled  banking  companies  which  had  hitherto  been  excluded  from 
the  operation  of  the  Registration  Acts,  to  receive  the  benefits  of 
limited  Hability. 

At  length,  in  the  year  1862,  the  Act  25  and  26  Vict.  c.  89  was  l^^^^ ^^^^ 
passed,  known  as  '  The  Companies  Act,  1862.'  By  this  important 
statute  most  of  the  previous  statutes  relative  to  joint-stock  com- 
panies are  repealed,  and  their  scattered  provisions  are  consoUdated 
into  a  uniform  code.  The  advantages  of  registration  are  brought 
within  the  reach  of  associations  whose  membership  amounts  only  to 
seven  persons ;  and  numerous  improvements  are  introduced  which 
the  experience  of  the  working-of  the  former  Acts  had  suggested  in 
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the  provisions  applicable  to  the  formation,  management,  and  wind- 
ing up  of  companies. 

WINDING-UP  ACTS. 

As  early  as  the  year  1844,  the  attention  of  the  Legislature 
7*8  Vict.  appears  to  have  been  called  to  the  importance  of  affording  greater 
facilities  for  winding  up  the  estates  of  insolvent  companies,  and 
distributing  their  assets  among  their  creditors,  than  could  be  ob- 
tained either  by  suit  in  Chancery  or  an  action  of  count  and  reckon- 
ing.    This  led  to  the  Act  7  and  8  Vict.  c.  111. 

11  &  12  Vict.  At  a  subsequent  period,  the  Winding-up  Acts  of  11  and  12  Vict. 

12  A  13  Vict.     c.  45,  and  12  and  13  Vict.  c.  108,  were  passed,  with  the  view  of 

affording  still  further  facilities  for  winding  up  insolvent  companies. 
But  experience  showed  that  these  enactments  failed  to  produce  the 
beneficial  effects  expected  from  their  operation. 

After  the  lapse  of  many  years,  they  were  amended  to  a  certain 

20  A  21  Vict,     extent  by  the  Act  20  and  21  Vict.  c.  78. 

The  whole  of  the  Winding-up  Acts,  with  the  exception  of  the 
*  Railway  Abandonment  Act,'  13  and  14  Vict.  c.  83,  were,  how- 

25  A^  26  Vict,  ever,  practically  repealed  by  the  present  Companies  Act  of  1862, 
which  in  this  as  in  other  respects  has  introduced  many  simplifica- 
tions and  improvements  that  the  experience  of  the  working  of  tlie 
former  Acts  had  suggested. 


I'.  7«. 


c.  89. 


CONSOLIDATION  ACTS. 

Ctmsoiidation  When,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  great  public  under- 

takings,  such  as  water-works,  canals,  or  railways,  aggressive  or 
compulsatory  powers  have  been  required,  application  is  in  use  to 
be  made  to  the  Legislature  to  incorporate  the  proposed  company, 
with  the  necessary  privileges  and  powers,  as  in  this  way  only  can 
they,  at  least  in  modern  times,  be  acquired. 

These  applications  became  ultimately  so  numerous,  that  it  was 
found  desirable  to  pass  certain  general  statutes  which  should  contain 
all  the  provisions  usually  required  by  associations  seeking  special 
powers,  and  which,  unless  it  were  otherwise  provided,  should  be 
held  as  forming  part  of  the  company's  special  Act,  thus  both  secur- 
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iiig  greater  uniformity,  and  obviating  the  necessity  of  continual 
repetition  in  any  particular  case.  These  statutes,  known  as  the 
Consolidation  Acts,  were  passed  in  the  year  1845.  They  are  in 
duplicate— one  set  applying  to  England,  and  the  other  to  Scotland. 
Though  differing  slightly  in  phraseology  and  in  practical  machinery, 
they  are  identical  in  principle  and  in  substance. 

They  consist  of  the  following  Acts  : — 

1.  *The  Companies  Clauses  Consolidation  Act'  (8  and  9  Vict,  l^^^^^^'il] 
c.  16),  applicable  to  England ;  and  *  The  Companies  Clauses  Con-  20,  and  33. 
solidation  (Scotland)  Act'  (8  and  9  Vict.  c.  17),  applicable  to 
Scotland.  2.  ^The  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act'  (8  and  9 
Vict.  c.  18),  applicable  to  England ;  and  '  The  Lands  Clauses  Con- 
solidation (Scotland)  Act'  (8  and  9  Vict.  c.  19),  applicable  to 
Scotland.  3.  ^  The  Railway  Clauses  Consolidation  Act '  (8  and  9 
Vict.  c.  20),  applicable  to  England;  and  ^The  Railway  Clauses 
Consolidation  (Scotland)  Act '  (8  and  9  Vict.  c.  33),  applicable  to 
Scotland. 

From   the   sketch  which   has   been   given  of  the  history  of  ^®^^^  ^^^ 
the  law  of  partnership  and  joint-stock  companies,  it  will  be  seen 
that  as  the  law  now  stands  in  Scotland,  such  associations  extend 
from  the  simple  partnerdup  or  private  firm  up  to  the  joint-stock 
company  fully  incorporated  and  invested  with  aggressive  powers. 

First,  there  is  the  mere  private  firm,  consisting  of  a  few  mem- 
bers, and  realizing  the  idea  of  the  Roman  Societas,  Next  above 
this  appears  the  joint-stock  company  unincorporated.  This  is  still 
essentially  an  ordinary  partnership ;  for  it  differs  from  the  private 
firm  in  so  far  only  as  its  more  numerous  membership  requires  some 
modification  or  adaptation  of  the  common  rules.  Next  in  the  scale 
appear  companies  formed  under  the  Letters  Patent  Act,  companies 
whose  special  Act  does  not  invest  them  with  the  full  privileges  of 
corporations,  and  companies  formed  under  the  Registration  Acts, 
but  without  attaining  limited  liability.  Such  associations  may  be 
said  to  stand  intermediate  between  the  unincorporated  company  and 
the  proper  corporation,  and  to  approach  the  one  or  the  other  extreme 
as  they  possess  less  or  more  of  the  privileges  which  distinguish  cor- 
porations. We  then  come  to  proper  corporate  bodies,  including  all 
such  companies  as  have  taken  the  full  benefit  of  the  Registration 
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companies,  will  be  fully  examined  and  explained;  and  in  this 
manner,  it  is  hoped  that  the  way  will  be  paved  for  understanding 
and  appreciating  the  machinery  adopted  by  the  Legislature,  not 
ouly  in  the  Registration  Acts,  but  in  the  other  modes  by  which 
incorporation  may  be  attained. 

Another  circumstance  in  the  plan  of  the  present  work  must 
here  be  noticed.  As  has  been  already  observed,  the  law  of  partner- 
ship in  Scotland,  though  based  on  an  admirable  theory,  has  never 
been  elaborated  into  a  complete  system.  The  consequence  of  this 
is,  that  while  the  equity  and  artistic  simplicity  of  its  principles 
command  the  admiration  of  the  student,  the  practical  lawyer  often 
finds  that  many  points  of  daily  occurrence  have  not  been  judicially 
determined,  and  are  still  open  to  difference  of  opinion. 

On  such  occasions,  it  has  been  usual  to  resort  to  the  law  of  Reference  to 
England,  as  deserving  of  the  utmost  consideration,  not  only  as  it 
deals  with  interests,  customs,  and  a  state  of  society  so  similar  to  our 
own,  but  also  because,  in  consequence  of  the  large  extent  and  the 
endless  variety  of  conditions  under  which  the  spirit  of  combined 
enterprise  has  manifested  itself  in  that  country,  it  supplies  an  ample 
store  of  precedents  seemingly  applicable  to  every  case  that  may 
present  itself. 

That  this  practice,  which  is  becoming  daily  more  common,  is  Dangers  to 
.attended  with  great  advantages,  no  one  who  gives  much  attention 
to  the  subject  will  deny,  more  especially  as  it  has  received  the  high 
sanction  of  Professor  Bell,  and  of  other  writers  who  have  undertaken 
to  treat  of  Scottish  partnership  law.  Yet  the  great  risk  of  error 
and  misapprehension  that  always  attends  the  application  of  deci- 
sions, dictay  and  principles  found  in  one  system  of  law,  to  questions 
arising  in  another  and  a  very  different  system,  must  be  steadily 
kept  in  view,  more  especially  when  such  application  is  attempted 
to  be  made  by  the  Scottish  lawyer,  whose  legal  training,  while  it 
has  familiarized  him  with  the  civilians,  has  unhappily  done  nothing 
to  acquaint  him  with  the  genius  and  principles  of  that  system  of 
law  by  which  the  greater  part  of  the  British  empire  is  regulated. 

It  is  true  that,  in  so  far  as  partnership  is  concerned,  the  deci- 
sions of  the  English  tribunals  have,  in  the  great  mass  of  cases,  been 
in  accordance  with  equity,  and  with  that  practical  good  sense  which 
was  to  be  expected  from  a  great  mercantile  community;  so  that 
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they  must  be  law  in  any  country  where  the  partnership  relation  is 
properly  understood,  and  equal  justice  is  sought  to  be  administered. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  must  not  be  forgotten,  as  it  is  very  fairly 
admitted  by  the  English  authorities  (a),  that  in  one  or  two  branches 
of  partnership  law,  the  original  imperfection  of  the  theory,  coupled 
with  the  unbending  nature  of  the  technical  rules  of  pleading 
adopted  in  England,  has  led  to  results  so  plainly  unjust  and  in- 
tolerable, as  to  require  legislative  interference.  And  it  is  also  very 
evident  that,  from  the  division  of  the  English  tribunals  into  separate 
courts  of  law  and  equity,  any  one  not  conversant  with  that  system 
is  apt  to  mistake  the  ruling  in  a  particular  case  for  the  exponent  of 
a  principle  of  abstract  justice,  when  in  truth  it  is  nothing  more 
than  a  consequence  of  the  suitor  having  sought  his  remedy  in  a 
court  whose  limited  jurisdiction  or  mode  of  procedure  did  not 
permit  it  to  deal  with  the  question  in  its  entirety.  Furthermore, 
it  is  observable  that  even  in  that  great  mass  of  cases  where  the 
judgments  of  the  English  tribunals  are  plainly  in  accordance  with 
abstract  justice  and  sound  polity,  it  not  unfrequently  happens- that 
the  media  concludendiy  in  consequence  of  their  assuming  a  highly 
technical  form,  are  more  apt  to  mislead  than  to  guide  when  applied 
to  cases  in  Scottish  practice  seemingly  analogous. 
Huies  sug-  These  considerations  suggest  the  following  rules  as  necessary  to 

be  kept  in  mind  when  English  authorities  are  had  recourse  to  in 
order  to  elucidate  the  law  of  partnership  in  Scotland.  All  English 
decisions,  dicta,  and  principles,  which  are  ostensibly  based  on  abstract 
justice  or  sound  commercial  polity,  may  be  safely  followed  as  pre- 
cedents ;  but  all  such  as  are  either  founded  on  or  are  mixed  up  with 
technicalities,  are  to  be  distrusted,  as  of  very  doubtful  authority  in 
the  Scottish  system.  English  decisions  are  safe  precedents  when 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  are  substantially  identical,  but  must 
be  received  with  great  caution  when  they  are  merely  analogous. 
In  considering  the  value  of  an  English  decision  as  indicative  of  a 
principle,  regard  must  always  be  had  to  whether  it  has  been  given 
in  equity  or  at  common  law,  as  in  the  latter  case  it  may  be  the 
exponent  of  a  mere  technicality ;  and  also  as  to  whether  it  is  not 
to  be  explained  as  the  consequence  of  a  rule  in  some  other  branch 
of  English  law,  and  peculiar  to  that  system.     Lastly,  English 

(a)  Lindly,  CoUyer,  Thring. 


gebted. 


ENGLISH  LAW.  15 

decisions  are  in  the  most  favourable  circumstances  to  be  regarded 
merely  as  valuable  guides,  not  as  authorities  absolutely  fixing  the 
law  in  Scotland. 

These  observations  are  intended  to  apply  to  partnerships  or 
companies  existing  only  at  common  law ;  the  case  is  different  with 
such  associations  as  are  formed  in  virtue  of  laws  which  are  general 
over  the  kingdom, — as,  for  example,  companies  governed  by  the 
Registration  Acts.  In  such  cases,  where  the  law  is  the  same,  the 
constituted  tribunals  must  be  presumed  equally  capable  of  giving 
a  sound  interpretation  whether  they  sit  in  London  or  Edinburgh, 
unless,  indeed,  it  can  be  shown  that  the  force  of  statute  has  failed 
totally  to  exclude  the  pressure  of  the  respective .  common  laws. 
When,  therefore,  there  is  no  reason  to  suspect  the  presence  of  this 
latter  element,  English  and  Scottish  decisions  should  be  deemed  of 
equal  authority. 

There  is  also  another  class  of  joint-stock  companies  in  relation  Oases  where  tho 

•^  *  law  18  similar 

to  which  the  law  is  extremely  similar,  and  yet  not  quite  identical,  in  ^«*  ^^^  *^» 
England  and  Scotland.  The  Scottish  Consolidation  Acts  are  for 
the  most  part  mere  transcripts  of  those  previously  framed  for  Eng- 
land, and  differ  from  them  in  little  more  than  was  necessary  to 
enable  the  intentions  of  the  Legislature  to  be  worked  out  by  the 
existing  machinery  of  the  law  of  Scotland.  In  like  manner,  com- 
panies formed  under  royal  charter  or  letters  patent,  in  Scotland 
and  England  respectively,  differ  from  each  other  in  such  respects 
only  as  may  be  due  to  a  difference  (if  there  be  any  such)  in  the 
privileges  conferred  by  these  writs  on  opposite  sides  of  the  Tweed, 
or  to  the  operation  of  the  common  law  in  other  respects,  where  not 
entirely  excluded.  In  these  and  the  like  cases  the  English  autho- 
rities will  generally  be  found  trustworthy  guides,  except  in  so  far 
as  the  circumstances  referred  to  can  be  traced  in  operation. 

Impressed  with   these   considerations,   we  have  not  hesitated  Cases  wtere 

the  law  is  tho 

throughout  this  work  to  make  a  liberal  use  of  English  decisions,  same  in  both 
and  have  frequently  referred  to  English  writers  not  only  where  our 
own  authorities  were  silent  or  doubtful,  but  where  there  was  reason 
to  believe  that  the  subject  in  hand  would  thus  receive  fuller  illus- 
tration. In  doing  this  we  have  endeavoured  to  mark  the  distinc- 
tions in  principle  or  theory  between  the  two  systems,  to  separate 
the  equitable  from  the  mere  technical  rule,  and  thus  to  distinguish 
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cases  which  are  precedents  merely  in  appearance,  from  such  as  are 
based  on  principles  that  must  hold  good  in  all  systems  of  jurispru- 
dence, or  are  identical  in  Scottish  and  English  law.  Well  knowing, 
however,  that  the  most  laborious  efforts  will  not  in  a  field  of  this 
extent  and  intricacy  afford  an  absolute  guarantee  against  error  and 
misconception,  we  have  been  careful  in  all  cases  to  note  the  decisions 
and  authorities  from  which  we  have  deduced  our  views,  thus  putting 
it  in  the  power  of  the  practitioner  to  verify  for  himself  the  accuracy 
of  the  statement  in  the  text.  As  it  has  been  our  endeavour  to 
refer  to  all  the  authorities  on  the  subject  in  hand  which  could  be 
found  in  the  law  of  Scotland,  and  as  we  have  often  referred  to 
a  great  number  in  English  law  when  such  illustration  seemed 
advisable,  we  have  sought  to  state  the  doctrine  or  deduction  in 
the  text  in  as  succinct  a  manner  as  possible,  and  have,  as  far  as  we 
could,  avoided  the  practice  of  lengthened  quotations,  which,  while 
they  swell  the  letterpress,  may  generally  be  read  to  advantage  only 
in  the  context  out  of  which  they  are  taken. 
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CONSTITUTION  OF  SOCIETY 


CHAPTER  I. 

FOR  WHAT  PURPOSES  SOCIETY  MAY  BE  CONSTITUTED,  AND 
WHAT  PARTNERSHIPS  OR  COMPANIES  ARE  ILLEGAL. 

Every  undertaking  in  which  an  individual  may  lawfully  embark, 
may  competently  be  followed  out  by  an  association  of  individuals ; 
and  such  associations  may  assume  the  forms  of  private  firms,  com- 
panies, joint-stock  companies,  or  corporate  bodies,  except  in  so  far 
as  the  statutory  law  has  otherwise  determined. 

All  associations,  of  whatever  nature  they  may  be,  which  have  Associations 

'  ^  ^  .  .  contrary  to 

for  their  object  an  undertaking  or  line  of  business  forbidden  by  the  morality,  etc. 

current  notions  of  morality,  religion,  or  public  policy,  are  illegal ; 

and  the  law,  apart  from  punishing  the  promoters  or  members,  will 

hold  their  acts  to  be  nullities.     As  examples  of  this  may  be  instanced 

associations  formed  for  the  purposes  of  overturning  the  established 

religion  (a),  subverting  the  constitution,  or  trafficking  in  the  sale  of 

public  offices ;  or  established  with  the  view  of  making  gain  by  what 

is  morally  a  crime,  e.g.  robbery,  theft,  prostitution,  etc. ;  or  of  what 

is  incompatible  with  social  well-being,  e,g.  procuring  marriages  (6). 

And  the  same  rules  apply  to  associations  having  for  their  obiect  Associations 

^^•^  °  •"'  in  breach  of 

(a)  Pare  v.  Ckgg,  29  Beav.  589 ;  Law  i.  48,  Llndley  137 ;   SUwart  v.   «***"^®- 

Thornton  v.  Howe,  8  E.  Jur.  N.  S.  663.  Gibson,  1835,  14  S.  166,  H.  L.  1838, 

(6)  Thomson  v.  M'Kailie,  14  Feb.  1  Rob.  260 ;  Everet  v.   Williams,  re- 

1 770,  F.  C. ;  Sterry  v.  Clifton,  9  C.  B.  ported  in  Pothier  on  Obligations,  by 

110,  1  Beirs  Com.  298,  Levi's  Com.  Evans,  ii.  p.  3,  n, 
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violations  of  the  revenue  laws,  or  indeed  of  any  special  enactments 
forbidding  what  otherwise  would  not  be  illegal  (a). 

In  an  old  case,  a  society  of  wool-combers  was  found  to  be  illegal, 
in  respect  that  its  regulations  tended  to  cramp  trade,  and  make  the 
members  independent  of  their  employers.  As  combinations  among 
workmen  are  no  longer  illegal,  this  decision  has  ceased  to  be  a 
precedent  to  that  efifect ;  but  the  principles  it  recognises  would  still 
be  given  effect  to,  in  the  case  of  any  association  directly  leading  to 
a  breach  of  the  peace,  or  plainly  inconsistent  with  order  and  existing 
law  (6).  On  the  same  grounds,  a  contract  of  copartnery  between 
a  town  and  country  agent,  by  which  it  appeared  the  interests  of  the 
public  might  be  sacrificed,  has  been  found  illegal,  and  action  upon 
it  refused  (c). 

It  must  be  observed,  however,  that  the  commission  of  particular 
acts  of  illegality,  though  it  may  qiwad  these  acts  infer  nullity,  besides 
subjecting  the  individual  shareholders  or  partners  in  penalties,  does 
not  render  the  association  illegal  so  as  to  put  it  beyond  the  protec- 
tion of  the  law.  To  produce  this  efiFect,  the  illegality  must  inhere 
in  the  purpose  of  the  company's  formation,  so  that  its  very  existence 
infers  an  infringement  of  law  (d). 

At  one  time  a  distinction  was  attempted  to  be  made  in  England 
between  mala  in  se  and  mala  prohibitay  as  though  the  former  only 
inferred  nullity,  and  the  latter  not,  at  least  as  between  partners  («). 
This  doctrine  has,  however,  been  long  abandoned ;  and  it  is  now 
clearly  fixed,  that  in  either  case  absolute  nullity  is  the  consequence 
of  a  contract  of  copartnery  to  infringe  the  law  of  the  land  (/). 

But  in  determining  whether  a  copartnery  is  illegal  by  reason  of 
a  particular  statute,  a  distinction  is  made  (at  least  in  England)  be- 
tween provisions  which  are  strictly  prohibitory,  and  such  as  are 
merely  directory.     It  has  been  held,  for  instance,  in  that  country, 


(a)  See  examples  of  this  as  to  the 
Pawnbroking  Acts,  Gordon  v.  Howden^ 
as  revd.  1845,  4  BeU  254,  17  Jur. 
329;  Fraser  v.  Hair,  1848,  10  D. 
1402 ;  and  1852,  14  D.  335.  See  1 
Bell's  Com.  301  et  seq. 

(b)  Procurator-fiscal  v.  WooU 
combers  of  Aberdeen,  1762,  M.  1961. 

(c)  Gilfillan  v.  Henderson,  1832,  10 
S.  523 ;  Brashe,  March  9,  1820,  F.  C, 


(d)  See  previous  cases.  See  CoUyer 
on  Partner,  pp.  32  et  seq, ;  and  Lindley 
on  Partner,  p.  136. 

(c)  Watts  v.  Brooks,  3  Ves,  611  ; 
Petrie  v.  Hannay,  3  T.  R.  418. 

(/)  See  Park  Insur.  497;  Auhert 
V.  Maze,  2  Bos.  and  P.  671.  See 
Coll.  32;  Knotcles  v.  Haughton,  11 
Ves.  168. 
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that  omission  to  comply  with  an  Act  of  Parliament  whose  direct 
object  is  not  the  protection  of  the  public,  does  not  render  the  co- 
partnery illegal,  so  as  to  deprive  the  partners  of  their  right  to  recover 
on  a  contract  with  third  parties.  Thus  it  was  held  that  a  firm  of 
distillers  was  not  illegal,  though  one  of  them  carried  on  business  as 
a  retail  dealer  in  spirits  within  two  miles  of  the  distillery  (contrary 
to  4  Geo.  IV.  c.  94,  ss.  132-3),  and  was  not  registered  as  one  of  the 
firm  in  the  Excise  books  (in  terms  of  6  Geo.  iv.  c.  81,  s.  7).  Here 
the  firm  had  sued  a  third  party  as  a  guarantee;  and  the  defence  was, 
that  as  the  whole  trading  of  the  plaintiffs  was  illegal,  they  could  not 
recover.  Judgment  was  for  the  plaintiffs ;  and  the  opinion  of  Lord 
Tenterden  is  so  instructive,  that  part  of  it  may  here  be  quoted  (a). 
Referring  to  the  cases  of  Hodgson  v.  Temple  and  Johnson  v.  Hud- 
son (b)y  his  Lordship  said:  *  These  cases  are  very  different  from  those 
where  the  provisions  of  Acts  of  Parliament  have  had  for  their 
object  the  protection  of  the  public,  such  as  the  Act  against  stock- 
jobbing, and  the  Acts  against  usury.  It  is  different  also  from  the 
cases  where  a  sale  of  bricks,  required  by  Act  of  Parliament  to 
be  of  a  certain  size,  was  held  to  be  void  because  they  were  under 
that  size.  There  the  Act  of  Parliament  operated  as  a  protection 
to  the  public  as  well  as  to  the  revenue,  securing  to  them  bricks  of 
the  particular  dimensions.  Here  the  clauses  of  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment had  not  for  their  object  to  protect  the  public,  but  the  revenue 
only.' 

It  must  also  be  observed,  that  as  regards  such  statutes  as  require  Case  of  dor- 
certain  businesses  or  trades  to  be  carried  on  by  duly  qualified  per- 
sons, and  no  others,  their  provisions  do  not  strike  against  partner- 
ships  with  dormant  partners  unqualified,  so   long  as  the  active 
partners  are  within  the  requirements  (c). 

By  the  existing  Eegistration  Act  (1862),  the  following  associa-  Associations 

,     -        -  ,„        ,  declared  Hie- 

tions  are  declared  illegal : —  gai,  etc.,  by 

1.  All  unregistered  banking  companies  composed  of  more  than 
ten  persons,  formed  on  or  after  the  2d  November  1862,  unless 
under  Act  of  Parliament  or  Letters  Patent  (d).     2.  All  partner- 

(a)  Broum  v.  Duncan,  10  B.  and  C.  (c)  Candler  v.  Candler,  Jac.  225 ; 

93.     See  also  Smith  v.  Mawhood,  U  Raynard  v.  Chase,  1  Burr.  2. 
M.  and  W.  452.  (rf)  Sec.  4, 

(ft)  5  Taunt.  181 ;  11  East  180. 
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shipj  associations,  or  companies  unregistered  and  composed  of  more 
than  twenty  persons,  formed  on  or  after  the  2d  November  1862, 
for  the  purposes  of  gain,  unless  they  are  under  Act  of  Parliament 
or  Letters  Patent  (a). 

The  consequences  of  non-registration  in  these  two  cases  appear 
to  be  not  merely  illegality,  but  simple  nullity. 

It  is  further  provided,  that  all  companies  or  associations  which 
ought  to  have  registered  under  the  previous  Acts,  1856,  1857,  and 
1858,  and  failed  so  to  do,  shall  register  under  the  present  Act  (6). 
Yet  such  as  do  not  comply  with  this  requisition  are  not,  it  would 
appear,  illegal,  but  incur  the  following  consequences,  which  are^in 
most  cases,  tantamount  to  illegality  : — 

1.  They   are  rendered  incapable  of  suing,    but   still  remain 

capable  of  being  sued.     2.  No  dividend  is  payable  to  any  of  their 

members.     3.  Every  manager  or  director  of  the  company  is  liable 

to  a  penalty  of  £5  per  day  (c). 

Associations  It  appears  at  one  time  to  have  been  held  in  England,  that  at 

usurping  privi-  ,  ,     , 

leges  of  cor-       common  law,  and  independently  of  the  Bubble  Act,  all  associations 

were  illegal  which,  without  being  incorporated  by  proper  authority, 
presumed  to  usurp  the  functions  of  a  corporate  body,  such  as 
raising  or  pretending  to  raise  transferable  stock,  making  bye-laws, 
having  a  committee  of  management,  holding  general  meetings, 
etc.  (d).  This  view,  however,  has  since  been  abandoned,  especially 
since  the  repeal  of  the  Bubble  Act  (e).  In  Scotland  it  does  not 
appear  that  any  such  notion  was  ever  entertained ;  and  even  while 
the  ^ Bubble  Act^  remained  in  force,  the  courts  exhibited  great 
unwillingness  to  give  effect  to  its  prohibitory  enactments  (/).  If 
an  incorporated  joint-stock  company  were  to  attempt  to  exercise 
any  of  the  more  characteristic  and  important  naturalia  of  a  cor- 
poratipn, — e.g.  using  a  common  seal,  suing  or  defending  in  a 
descriptive  or  seemingly  corporate  name,  claiming  limited  liability, 
and  the  like, — the  association  would  not  thereby  become  illegal  to 

(a)  Sec.  4.  (e)  See  6  Man.  and  Gr.  107,  per  L. 

(6)  Sec.  209.  C.  J.     WaWum  v.  Ingilhy,  1  M.  and 

(c)  Sec.  210.  K.  61  ;    Garrard  v.  Hardy,  6  Man. 

(d)  Josephs  V.  Pehrer,  3  B.  and  C.      and  Gr.  81. 

6S9',  DuvergierY.FeUows,bBing.2iS;  (/)  Steveiison  and  Co.,  M.   145CO 

Kinder  v.   Tayhr,  Coll.  73';  Bhmdell      (1757);  Macandrew,  6  S.  950  (1828). 
V.  Winsor,  8  Sim.  601 . 
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the  effect  of  terminating  its  existence,  or  subjecting  its  members  to 
pains  and  penalties;  bnt  all  its  acts  done  in  usurpation  of  the  privi- 
leges of  a  corporate  body  would  be  mere  nullities. 

Such  questions  are  now,  however,  more  matter  of  curiosity 
than  of  practical  importance,  as  the  Registration  Act  of  1862  has 
brought  the  benefits  of  incorporation  within  the  reach  of  any  co- 
partnery which  bears  the  semblance  of  a  joint-stock  company. 


L    22     ] 


CHAPTER    11. 

WHO  ARE  CAPABLE  OF  CONTRACTING  AND  SUSTAINING 

THE  SOCIETY  RELATION. 

In  considering  this  matter,  a  distinction  mnst  be  made  between 
private  partnerships  or  firms,  when  there  is  delectus  personoBy  and 
public  companies  whose  shares  are  transferable,  and  whose  manage^ 
ment  is  committed  to  officials.  The  consequences  to  which  this 
distinction  gives  rise  will  be  pointed  out  in  the  present  chapter. 

In  general,  it  may  be  stated  that  any  person  may  be  a  partner 
or  shareholder  who  is  capable  of  giving  consent,  and  who  is  not 
otherwise  disqualified  by  law. 

It  must  be  observed,  however,  that  mere  inability  to  give  con- 
sent does  not  eo  ipso  disqualify  one  from  forming  or  continuing 
the  partnership  relation  in  all  cases ;  sometimes  its  only  effect  is 
to  make  it  less  binding.  We  shall  treat  of  the  consequences  of 
inability  to  give  consent  under  the  following  heads,  viz.  Minority, 
Coverture,  and  Lunacy. 
PupUfl.  Minority, — As  by  the  law  of  Scotland  a  pupil  is  incapable  of 

giving  consent,  and  as  guardians  have  no  implied  power  to  invest 
the  property  of  their  wards  in  trading  speculations,  it  may  be  taken 
as  the  general  rule,  that  a  pupil  cannot  be  made  the  member  of  a 
trading  concern  by  the  act  of  his  guardians,  or  even  of  his  father  as 
his  legal  administrator  (a).  In  M^Aulay  v.  Rennyy  a  man  who  had 
signed  a  contract  of  partnership  for  his  son,  a  boy  of  eleven  years 
of  age,  in  a  company  that  traded  for  three  years  and  then  was 
sequestrated,  was  held  to  have  made  himself  a  partner  instead  of 
his  pupil  son,  who  was  incapable  of  entering  into  the  contract  (6). 
A  similar  judgment  was  given  in  the  case  of  Calder  v.  Downie  (c), 

(a)  2  BeU'B  Com.  624.  (c)  1811,  16  F.  C.  390 ;  aff.  1815, 

(6)  1803,  2  BeU's  Cora.  624,  n.  5.         18  F.  C.  608,  2  BeU's  Com.  626,  n. 
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where  the  pupil  was  ten  years  of  age ;  and  in  Pettigrew  Wilson's 
case  (a)j  where  guardians  had  engaged  their  ward,  a  boy  aged 
fourteen,  in  a  coal  partnership. 

It  has  been  usual  to  quote  these  decisions,  as  establishing  the 
doctrine  that  parents  or  guardians  who  engage  pupils  as  partners, 
become  in  every  case  liable  to  the  company  as  their  substitutes  or 
sureties.  But  it  is  very  doubtful  if  this  be  a  correct  statement  of 
the  law  of  Scotland  (b). 

In  England  the  law  seems  to  stand  thus :  A  father  or  guardian  English  rules. 
may  engage  an  infant  as  a  partner,  without  incurring  any  respon- 
sibility as  a  partner  himself,  provided  he  receive  no  advantage  or 
emolument  from  the  transaction,  is  not  in  receipt  of  any  of  the 
profits  in  trust  for  the  infant,  and  has  not  induced  the  company  to 
receive  the  infant  by  fraudulent  representations,  or  by  holding  out 
his  own  responsibility  (c).  But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  he  transfer 
shares  from  his  own  name  to  that  of  the  infant,  in  order  to  avoid 
responsibility,  or  even  in  bona  jide^  at  a  time  when  the  company  is 
insolvent,  the  transfer  will  be  held  null,  and  the  father  or  guardian 
will  still  remain  liable  to  be  made  a  contributory  (d). 

These  rules  appear  extremely  equitable  in  themselves,  and  seem 
to  be  the  true  exponent  of  the  Scotch  cases  referred  to  above,  in  so 
far  as  the  latter  can  be  taken  as  precedents,  encumbered  as  they  are 
with  specialties,  and  only  imperfectly  reported. 

Minors,  strictly  so  called,  may  become  shareholders  or  partners  Minors. 
with  consent  of  their  curators,  and  if  not  so  protected,  by  their  own 
act ;  and  this  on  the  general  principle,  that  minors,  with  or  without 
curators,  are  entitled  to  the  management  of  their  estate.  But 
whether  they  have  guardians  or  not,  they  are  entitled  to  get  rid  of 
this,  as  of  other  obligations  contracted  in  minority,  by  action  of 
reduction  on  the  head  of  minority  and  lesion,  brought  within  the 
Quadriennium  Utile  (e). 

(a)  1796.  Referred  to,  Seas.  Pa.  550,  and  12  E.  Jur.  1065 ;  Stikeman  y. 
Colder  t.  Downie,  supra^  and  in  2  Dawson^  4  Rail.  Gas.  585 ;  ex  parte 
BelPs  Com.  624.  Lichfield,  3  De  G.  and  S.  141 ;  ex  parU 

(b)  Menzies'  Lect.  421.  Reid,  24  Beav.  318 ;  Hennessy's  Exrs,, 

(c)  Collyer  8;  Barklie  v.  Scott,  1  3  De  G.  and  S.  191,  and  2  Mac.  and 
Huds.  and  Bro.  83 ;  ex  parte  Maxwell,  G.  201 ;  Pini's  case,  1  Mac.  and  G.  291. 
24  Bear.  321.  (e)  Ersk.  i.  7,  33  ;    Dennistoun  v. 

(d)  Reaveley's  case,  1  De  G.  and  S.  Mudie,  1850,  12  D.  613. 
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Avoiding  of 
contract. 


•Election  to 
repudiate  or 
abide  by  the 
contract. 


But  to  succeed  in  this  action,  the  pursuer  must  prove,  1.  That 
he  was  really  minor  at  the  time  he  became  a  shareholder,  and  that 
he  was  induced  to  become  so  through  weakness  on  his  own  part,  or 
imprudence  or  negligence  on  that  of  his  curators ;  2.  That  he  is 
seriously  injured  by  the  transaction;  for  if  the  injury  be  of  a  trifling 
or  doubtful  kind,  the  remedy  is  excluded  (a).  Fraud  on  the  part 
of  a  minor  deprives  him  of  this  relief — e.g.  if  he  should  obtain  shares 
in  a  company  by  representing  himself  to  be  major  (b). 

A  contract  of  copartnery  entered  into  with  a  pupil,  or  with  a 
minor  having  curators,  and  without  their  consent,  may  be  avoided 
by  the  minor  when  he  comes  of  age  by  his  simple  repudiation,  and 
does  not  require  to  be  set  aside  by  reduction,  being  in  one  sense  a 
nullity  from  the  beginning  (c).  He  will  also  be  entitled  to  recover 
any  contributions  he  may  have  made  during  the  time  it  was  supposed 
to  exist  (d) ;  but  from  favour  to  commerce,  this  claim  of  restitu- 
tion would  seem  to  be  excluded,  where  the  minor  has  profited  by 
the  transaction,  and  it  is  no  longer  possible  to  restore  matters  in 
integrum  (e). 

It  must  be  observed,  however,  that  the  contract  of  partnership, 
like  other  contracts  entered  into  with  minors,  is  a  nullity  only  if  the 
minor  chooses  to  regard  it  as  such.  He  may  on  coming  of  age  elect 
to  continue  it  and  hold  it  as  good,  and  in  such  a  case  the  other 
contracting  parties  remain  bound. 

But  whichever  alternative  he  chooses  to  adopt,  he  must  accept 
it  with  all  its  consequences, — that  is  to  say,  he  must  either  repu- 
diate his  connection  with  the  company  altogether,  in  which  case  he 
will  renounce  alike  liability  and  profit ;  or  else  he  must  abide  by  the 
company,  in  which  case  he  will  share  risks  as  well  as  gains,  accord- 
ing to  the  maxim.  Qui  sentit  commodum  sentire  debet  et  onus.  This 
doctrine  has  been  repeatedly  given  effect  to  in  England  (/) ;  and 
although  the  pure  question  does  not  seem  liitherto  to  have  emerged 

(a)  Erak.  L  7,  36.  (d)  Ersk.  i.  7,  41 ;  Carpe  v.  Overton^ 

lb)  WilkU  v.  Dunlop,  1834,  12  S.      10  Bing.  253. 
506 ;  Dennistoun  v.  Mudie^  supra^  and  (e)  ^rsk.  i.  7,  41 ;  Holmes  v.  Blogg^ 


cases  there  referred  to ;  Wright  v. 
Snowe^  2  De  G.  and  S.  321 ;  ex  parte 
Watson,  16  Ves.  265. 

(c)  Ersk.  i.  7,  34 ;  but  see  Waddell 
V.  GibsoTiy  18  Jan.  1812,  16  F.  C. 
473. 


8  Taunt.  508 ;  ex  parte  Taylor, 2K  Jur. 
N.  S.  220,  8  De  G.  M*N.  and  G.  254. 

(/)  North'  West.  R.  Co.,  6  Ex.  114 ; 
Leeds  and  Thirsk  R.  Co.,  4  Ex.  26 ; 
The  Birkenhead  and  Lancashire  R,  Co., 
5  Ex.  24.     See  Lindley,  p.  75. 
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in  this  country,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  law  would  be  held 
to  be  the  same  on  the  well-known  principle  of  ^Approbate  and 
Reprobated 

Furthermore,  if  a  minor  on  attaining  majority  elect  to  repudiate  ^P"^*^^?»  ^ 
the  contract,  he  must  do  so  unequivocally.    Any  act  on  his  part,  must  bo 

.  unequivocal. 

even  during  the  quadriennium  utile^  plainly  inferring  homologation, 
tjg.  payment  of  calls,  sharing  profits,  signing  name  of  firm,  etc., 
ought  to  bar  subsequent  repudiation,  unless  it  can  be  shown  that 
such  acts  were  done  under  evident  misconception  of  their  import. 
This  has  been  frequently  decided  in  England  (a),  and  from  analo- 
gous cases  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  law  of  Scotland  is  the 
same  (6). 

Coverture. — ^At  common  law,  all  deeds  done  or  contracts  entered  Coverture. 
mto  by  a  married  woman  without  her  husband's  consent  are  null 
and  void.     But  this  general  rule  is  subject  to  divers  exceptions. 

1.  A  married  woman's  personal  obligations  receive  effect  during 
a  legal  or  voluntary  separation  from  her  husband,  or  when  he  is 
abroad  (c). 

2.  Her  obligations  hold  good  as  to  all  property  in  relation  to 
which  her  husband  has  renounced  his  jus  mariti  and  jus  admini- 
strationis.     And, 

3.  Her  obligations  are  good  as  to  any  estate  conveyed  to  her 
under  exclusion  of  her  husband's  curatorial  power. 

In  all  cases  other  than  such  as  fall  under  these  exceptions,  it 
should  seem  that  a  married  woman  cannot  become  a  partner  or 
shareholder  without  her  husband's  concurrence,  which  if  he  gives, 
he  must  virtually  be  looked  upon  as  the  responsible  party. 

In  private  partnerships  where  there  is  delectus  personce,  if  a  OonsequenceB 
single  woman  who  is  a  pArtner  marry,  her  marriage,  which  would  ^rfva'SXi? 
have  the  effect  of  substituting  her  husband  in  her  place,  operates 
as  a  dissolution  of  the  partnership  relation,  unless  the  copartners 
agree  to  accept  of  her  husband  as  partner  (d).     In  public  com-  in  pnbiic 
panics  where  there  is  no  delectus  personce^  the  concern  being  managed 

(o)  Goode  V.  Harrison^  5  B.  and  A.  (c)  Chumside,  1789,  M.  6082;  Orrne, 

147 ;  HoU  V.   Ward,  Str.  937 ;  Cork  1833,  12  S.  149.    See  also  the  Con- 

and  Bandon  Railway  Co.,  10  Q.  B.  jogal  Rights  (Scotland)  Amendment 

935;  Lindley,  p.  76 ;  Coll.  8.  Act,  1861. 

(b)  Forrest  v.  Campbell,  1853, 16  D.  (d)   Nerot    v.    Bumand,    4    Ruas. 

16.  247. 
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Lunacy. 


In  the  case  of 
private  iirms. 


Supervening 
lunacy. 


Public  com- 
paniea 


by  officials,  and  the  shares  being  transferable,  the  marriage  of  a 
female  shareholder  does  not  terminate  the  partnership  relation, 
though  it  may  operate  as  a  transfer  of  shares  to  the  husband. 

It  may  here  be  observed,  that  a  married  woman,  though  pos- 
sessed of  separate  estate,  cannot  validly  enter  into  a  contract  of 
partnership  with  her  husband  (a). 

Lunacy. — As  regards  this  disqualification,  a  distinction  must  be 
taken  between  lunacy  preceding,  and  lunacy  supervening  on,  the 
contract  of  partnership ;  and  a  difference  must  also  be  made  be- 
tween private  firms  and  public  associations. 

We  shall  first  consider  the  case  of  private  firms  or  partnerships. 

A  lunatic  cannot  enter  into  a  contract  of  partnership,  because 
he  is  not  capable  of  giving  the  consent  necessary  to  found  that 
relation.  But  this  rule  would  seem  subject  to  the  equitable  excep- 
tion, that  if  one  contracts  with  a  lunatic  bona  fide  and  in  ignorance 
of  this  incapacity,  and  if  by  reason  of  rei  interventus  it  has  become 
no  longer  possible  to  restore  matters  in  integrum^  the  contract  will 
not  be  held  to  be  a  nullity  so  as  to  set  the  lunatic  free  from  the 
liabilities  he  has  thereby  incurred,  previous  to  the  time  when  the 
other  partner  was  made  aware  of  the  lunacy  (6). 

If,  during  the  subsistence  of  a  partnership,  one  of  the  partners 
becomes  lunatic,  this  does  not  seem  of  itself  to  operate  a  dissolu- 
tion. But  if,  on  application  to  the  Court,  it  appears  that  the  lunacy 
is  incurable,  and  the  partnership  is  such  as  to  require  contributions 
of  skill  and  industry,  a  dissolution  will  probably  be  decreed  (c). 

Until,  however,  the  partnership  is  dissolved,  the  lunatic  is  en- 
titled to  share  the  profits  with  his  copartners,  and  is  liable  for  the 
consequence  of  their  acts  (d). 

In  the  case  of  public  associations  \>t  joint^tock  companies 
proper,  a  lunatic  can  neither  become  a  subscriber  for,  nor  a  pur- 
chaser of  shares,  if  his  lunacy  be  known,  because  he  is  plainly 


(a)  Per  Lord  Ivory  in  Macara  v. 
Wibon,  1848,  10  D.  707. 

(6)  Molton  V.  Camroux^  2  Ex.  487 ; 
Beavan  v.  AP  Cornell,  9  Ex.  809; 
Pollock  V.  Paterson,  1811,  16  F.  C. 
369 ;  Spence,  1812,  16  F.  C.  727,  1 
Bell's  Com.  489,  n.  2.    See  also  Baxter 


V.  Earl  of  Portsmouth,  5  B.  and  G. 
170. 

(c)  Jones  V.  Noy,  2  Myl.  and  Kee. 
125;  Wrexham  v.  Huddlestone,  1 
Swanston  514,  n. ;  Waters  v.  Taylor^ 
2  Yes.  and  Bea.  299. 

((/)  Sadler  v.  Lee,  6  Beav.  324 ; 
Jones  V.  Noy,  supra. 
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incapable  of  consent.  As,  however,  there  is  no  delectus  personce  in 
such  associations,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  him  becoming  a 
legatee  of  shares.  In  such  a  case,  it  would  only  in  special  circum- 
stances seem  to  be  the  duty  of  his  curator  to  repudiate  the  legacy, 
though  it  would  unquestionably  be  proper  to  realize  without  delay. 
It  need  hardly  be  observed,  that  a  lunatic  shareholder  continues 
liable  for  the  obligations,  and  entitled  to  the  dividends  attaching 
to  his  shares,  until  by  sale  or  otherwise  he  ceases  to  be  their 
holder. 

Some  persons,  though  otherwise  capable,  are  prevented  by  law  Aliens. 
from  becoming  partners  or  shareholders  in  this  country.     Among 
these,  aliens  may  be  specially  referred  to. 

An  alien  amiy  i.e.  the  subject  of  a  foreign  state  at  peace  with 
Great  Britain,  since  he  can  sue  actions  relating  to  moveables,  may 
be  a  partner  or  shareholder  in  a  British  company  (a).  But  an 
alien  enemy ^ — that  is,  the  subject  of  a  foreign  state  at  war  with  this 
country, — ^having  no  right  of  action  either  directly  or  by  trustee,  is 
much  more  unfavourably  situated  (6).  What  determines  questions 
of  this  kind  is  not  so  much  the  element  of  nationality,  as  the  ability 
or  inability  of  the  party  to  prosecute  his  claims  in  this  country. 
Hence  an  alien  enemy ^  who  was  resident  in  this  country,  and  had 
contracted  the  partnership  relation  before  the  outbreak  of  hostili- 
ties, and  who  still  continued  to  reside  here,  does  not  lose  his  part- 
nership rights  (c) ;  and  a  British  subject  who  happens  to  be  detained 
in  a  foreign  country  at  war  with  Great  Britain,  though  he  does  not 
thereby  lose  his  right  to  call  his  copartners  to  account,  may  have 
to  postpone  its  exercise  till  the  return  of  peace  (d).  So  also  a 
foreigner  resident  abroad,  and  holding  shares  in  this  country  before 
the  declaration  of  war  with  the  country  in  which  he  is  resident,  does 
not  thereby  necessarily  incur  forfeiture  of  their  proceeds,  but  must 
await  the  return  of  peace  to  make  good  his  claim  (e).  Whether 
the  supervention  of  war  in  such  cases  terminates  the  partnership 

(a)  Macao  Y,  Officers  of  State,  1822,  (c)   Wells  v.  Williams,  1  Salk.  46  ; 

1  S.  App.  138.      See  AVConnell  v.  Aitkens  v.    Crawford,   etc.,   10  June 

Hector,  3  B.  and  P.  113  ;  CoUyer,  p.  1813,  17  F.  C.  361. 

9  ;  and  Lindley,  p.  79.  (c?)  See  same  cases. 

(li)    Arnauld  v.   Boick,   1704,   M.  («)    Ihid. ;    and    see    Amauld    v. 

10159  ;    Carron  v.    Cowan  and  Co.,  Boick,  supra,  and  Can-on  v.   Cowan, 

28  Nov.  1809,  15  F.  C.  435.  supra. 
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relation  as  from  that  date,  depends  on  whether  the  partner  is  resi- 
dent in  the  enemy's  country,  and  whether  the  contract  requires 
him  to  take  a  more  active  part  in  the  concern  than  is  compatible 
with  such  residence. 

These  are  submitted  as  the  general  results  of  the  authorities  on 
this  subject  in  English  and  Scottish  law.  But  it  must  be  admitted 
that  the  decisions  are  not  always  very  clear,  nor  always  easy  to 
reconcile  with  each  other.  The  tendency  of  the  older  jurists  was 
to  the  rigorous  exclusion  of  all  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
subjects  of  states  at  war  with  each  other ;  the  milder  views  of  later 
times  are,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  inaugurating  a  wiser  policy.  As  the 
subject  is  of  considerable  consequence,  a  list  of  the  more  important 
English  cases  and  authorities  is  appended  (a). 

Not  only  may  individuals  become  members  of  partnerships  or 
companies,  but  artificial  persons,  viz.  corporations,  common  law- 
companies,  and  even  private  partnerships.  This  sometimes  raises 
difficult  questions  with  creditors,  which  will  be  afterwards  no- 
ticed (6). 

In  England,  corporations  alone  can  become  partners ;  common 
law  companies  and  private  firms  being  excluded,  by  reason  of  the 
English  law  not  recognising  a  quasi  persona  in  such  associations  (c). 

(a)  CoUyer,  p.  9  ;  Lindley,  p.  79  ;  Ves.    525  ;    Willison    v.    Pattisan^   7 

Addison  on  Contracts,   934 ;    Evans  Taunt.  440. 
v.  Richardson,  8  Mer.  469 ;  Griswold         (h)  2  BeU's  Com.  625. 
V.  Waddington,  15  John.  57,  and  16  (c)  Grant  on  Corporations,  p.  5 ; 

John.    488;    0' Mealy  v.    Wilson,   1  Lindley  78. 
Camp.   482  ;  ex  parte  Baglehole,  18 
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CHAPTER    III. 

OF  PARTNERSHIPS  AND  CORPORATIONS,  AND  THEIR 
DIFFERENTIAL  CHARACTERISTICS. 

The  principle  of  society  or  association  for  the  purposes  of  gain 
assames  in  Scotland,  as  already  mentioned,  various  forms.  But 
among  these,  two  types  can  be  plainly  distinguished,  to  which  all  Types  of 
the  others  stand  in  the  relation  of  intermediate  or  improved  varie- 
ties, specialized  or  adapted  for  particular  purposes.  These  are  the 
mere  private  partnership  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  proper  corporar 
tion  on  the  other.  It  is  very  probable,  indeed,  that  the  former  is 
the  original  type,  of  which  the  latter  is  only  a  highly  improved 
species.  Yet  the  differential  characteristics  of  both,  though  less 
broadly  marked  in  this  country  than  in  England,  have  never  been 
confounded  from  the  remotest  period  at  which  we  have  any  traces 
of  the  Scottish  law  of  society.  A  mere  firm  has  always  been  one 
thing,  and  a  true  corporation  another;  and  notwithstanding  the 
existence  of  numerous  intermediate  varieties,  none  have  ever  been 
permitted  to  assume  the  characters  of  the  corporation  without  the 
sanction  of  public  authority. 

The  importance  of  obtaining  clear  conceptions  of  these  two  importance  of 

.  ,  .     .  -  .      distinction 

primary  types  of  commercial  associations,  not  only  as  they  are  m  between  part- 

themselves,  but  as  they  differ  from  each  other,  will  become  more  corporation. 

apparent  as  the  work  advances;  but  it  may  be  sufficient  at  the  outset 

to  instance  the  following  considerations.     Questions  of  difficulty  as 

to  the  management  of  companies,  and  the  powers  and  liabilities  of 

the  members,  whether  inter  sese  or  in  questions  with  the  public, 

often  admit  of  an  easy  solution,  when  it  is  once  settled  whether  the 

radical  type  of  the  society  is  a  partnership  or  a  corporation.     But  as 

the  superficial  appearance  of  the  former  often  presents  in  Scotland 

a  delusive  similarity  to  the  realities  of  the  latter,  it  becomes  all  the 
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more  necessary  to  have  the  fundamental  characteristics  sharply 
defined.  There  is  also  reason  to  believe  that  the  want  of  clear 
notions  on  this  subject  has  deprived  the  Scottish  lawyer  of  much 
valuable  light  which  English  law  would  have  cast  on  his  own 
system,  or  has  even  converted  that  light  into  a  source  of  confusion 
and  error. 

The  remainder  of  the  present  chapter  will  accordingly  be  occu- 
pied with  an  examination  of  the  leading  characteristics  of  these  two 
types  of  association. 

PRIVATE  PARTNERSHIP. 

It  is  always  difficult,  and  often  dangerous,  to  give  rigid  definitions 
of  legal  terms ;  and  even  when  the  definition  is  open  to  no  other 
objection,  it  is  generally  found  to  be  of  little  practical  utility. 
Numerous  definitions  have  been  given  of  partnership,  many  of  which 
are  remarkable  for  their  elegance  and  apparent  simplicity ;  few  or 
none  for  elucidating  the  nature  and  effects  of  the  contract.  Without 
attempting  to  define,  we  shall  endeavour  to  describe  as  briefly  as 
possible  the  nature  of  the  relation  as  it  is  understood  in  the  law  of 
Scotland. 
r:<>nerai  Partnership  is  a  voluntary  association  of  two  (a)  or  more  persons 

(It'Hcription  of  irii.-  j_xi»>  i? 

partuership.  to  Carry  ou  some  lawiul  busmess  or  undertaking  tor  purposes  of  mer- 
cantile gain.  All  the  members  are  bound  to  further  the  interests 
of  the  association  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  and  all  of  them  are 
in  the  general  case  required  to  contribute  goods,  money,  skill,  or 
industry.  The  partnership  itself  forms  a  quasi  persona  in  law,  so 
that  it  may  contract  the  relations  of  debtor  and  creditor,  not  only 
with  the  world,  but  with  its  own  members.  Within  the  sphere  of 
its  line  of  business  its  members  are  its  implied  agents,  and  they 
stand  to  the  public  as  sureties  for  its  debts;  so  that  as  soon  as  these 
have  been  duly  constituted,  the  members  may  be  proceeded  against 
singuli  in  aolidum  to  the  utmost  of  their  means  and  estate.  Among 
themselves  they  are  always  entitled  to  some  share  of  the  profit,  and 
are  liable  for  some  part  of  the  loss ;  but  the  proportions  are  regu- 
lated by  the  terms  of  the  agreement. 

(a)  Nairn  v.  Sir  Will.  Forbes  and  Co.,  1795,  2  Bell's  Com.  625,  n.  1 ;  Rcid 
V.  Chalmers,  1828,  6  S.  1120. 
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The  distinctive  or  central  feature  of  the  Scottish  partnership  is  Scottish  theory 

''         of  partnership. 

that  it  constitutes  a  quasi  persona^  of  which  the  members  are  agents 
and  sureties, — a  principle  which  exactly  realizes  the  notion  of  a  firm 
entertained  by  mercantile  men  both  in  this  country  and  in  England. 
This  principle  has  everything  to  recommend  it  on  the  score  of  sim- 
plicity and  convenience ;  and  it  has  accordingly  been  adopted  by 
the  Legislature  in  the  English  and  British  Registration  Acts,  of 
which  it  forms  the  basis  and  theory. 

While  this  is  the  Scottish  theory  of  a  partnership,  that  adopted  English  theory 

of  partnership. 

in  the  law  of  England  is  entirely  different.  According  to  that 
system,  the  firm  has  no  existence  separate  from  the  units  of  which 
it  is  at  any  given  time  composed.  Hence  it  can  neither  possess 
rights  nor  incur  obligations  distinct  from  those  of  its  members ;  nor 
can  the  relations  of  debtor  and  creditor  subsist  between  it  and  them. 
In  suits  by  or  against  the  firm,  all  the  partners  must  be  made 
plaintiffs  or  defendants ;  and  as  this  requirement  cannot  be  complied 
with  in  actions  between  the  firm  and  its  members,  it  has  often  been 
found  that  justice  could  only  be  obtained  by  dissolution. 

These  consequences  of  the  non-recognition  of  the  quasi  person  Consequences 
of  the  firm  have,  it  is  true,  been  somewhat  modified  in  later  times  theory. 
by  courts  of  equity  and  bankruptcy ;  but  they  have  always  been 
rigidly  enforced  at  common  law,  and  so  pervade  the  English  system 
as  to  render  the  Scottish  lawyer  justly  suspicious  of  any  decision  in 
which  it  is  possible  they  may  have  formed  an  element. 

But  while  the  law  of  Scotland  recognises  a  distinct  quasi  person  Difference 
in  a  private  copartnery,  it  is  careful  not  to  confound  this  legal  nershipsand 

1    .        ••  •■■I     .1  p  ..  TT  corporations. 

abstraction  with  the  proper  person  of  a  corporation.  Hence  a 
private  copartnery,  however  large,  is  no  more  entitled  by  the  law 
of  Scotland  than  by  that  of  England  to  hold  property,  to  act  or 
transact,  or  to  sue  or  be  sued  in  a  corporate  name ;  but  in  these  and 
similar  cases,  the  names  of  some,  though  not  generally  all,  of  the 
partners  must  appear  in  conjunction  with,  or  as  forming  part  of, 
the  name  of  the  quasi  person, — thus  exhibiting  the  individuality  of 
the  partners  as  well  as  the  aggregation  of  the  firm. 

As  partnerships  are  created  by  the  mere  will  of  their  members.  Dissolution  of 
they  are  dependent  on  that  will  for  their  continued  existence,  and  P*^^^®"  \^' 
do  not,  like  corporations,  possess  the  element  of  endless  duration. 
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Cfoneral  obeor- 
vatiuus. 


Similarity  of 
Ed^HhIi  and 
Scotch  law. 


These  associations,  being  the  creations  not  of  private  will  but 
of  public  authority,  fall  to  be  regulated  rather  by  the  constitutional 
laws  of  the  empire  than  by  the  systems  of  private  or  municipal  law. 
When  they  are  the  creatures  of  statute,  they  possess  any  privileges 
amounting  to  aggression  or  monopoly  which  the  Legislature,  in  the 
plenitude  of  its  power,  may  choose  to  confer  ;  nor  can  these  be  in 
any  respect  limited  by  the  usages  of  the  common  law.  When,  again, 
they  owe  their  origin  to  prerogative,  the  rights  and  privileges  they 
enjoy  can  never  exceed  what  the  principles  of  the  constitution 
empower  the  Crown  to  confer. 

In  considering,  therefore,  the  law  of  corporations,  a  distinction 
must  be  made  between  the  practice  of  remoter  times,  and  what  most 
be  held  to  be  law  since  the  constitution  has  settled  into  its  existing 
form.  Corporations  may,  it  is  true,  continue  to  enjoy  privileges  of 
the  most  invidious  nature  conferred  on  them  by  competent  authority 
in  remote  ages,  until  deprived  of  them  by  Act  of  Parliament ;  but 
when  it  is  asked  what  privileges  can  now  be  conferred  otherwise 
than  by  the  Legislature,  regard  must  be  had  simply  to  the  existing 
state  of  the  constitution,  and  precedents  prior  to  the  Revolution  are 
of  no  importance  whatever. 

These  considerations  lead  to  the  inference  that,  apart  from  special 
legislation,  the  existing  law  of  corporations  is  at  the  present  day 
substantially  the  same  in  Scotland  as  in  England.  Exclusive  pri- 
vileges, aggressive  powers,  the  right  of  framing  bye-laws  binding 
on  the  public,  and  even  what  are  termed  the  natm^alia  of  a  corpo- 
ration, have  all  a  tendency  to  affect  more  or  less  directly  the  liberty 
of  the  subject,  or  the  general  rights  of  the  community.  Now  it 
cannot  be  supposed,  a  priori^  that  the  law  regulating  the  creation 
or  management  of  associations  vested  with  rights  and  privileges  of 
this  kind  should  differ  in  England  and  Scotland.  Such  an  assump- 
tion would  infer  a  difference  in  constitutional  law ;  and  therefore 
we  may  reasonably  conclude,  that  whatever  anomalies  the  old  law 
of  Scotland  might  exhibit  in  this  respect  prior  to  the  Union,  they 
have  long  since  ceased  to  exist  either  by  disuse  or  by  legislative 
action. 
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The  substantial  identity  of  the  English  and  Scottish  law  of  Similarity  of 
corporations  is  strongly  evidenced  by  their  respective  histories. 
Both  may  be  traced  back  to  a  period  when  the  laws  of  the 
two  countries  were  extremely  similar  (a).  In  both,  corporations 
could  originally  be  erected  only  by  the  Legislature,  or,  within 
certain  limits,  by  the  royal  authority  (b).  In  both,  this  power 
came  to  be  assumed  by  powerful  subjects,  as  feudalism  culmi- 
nated in  the  appearance  of  extensive  palatinates  (c).  In  both, 
the  Sovereign  made  similar  attempts  to  do  by  prerogative  what 
could  only  be  done  by  Act  of  Parliament — investing  corporations 
with  monopolies  and  exclusive  privileges  (d);  authorizing  indi- 
viduals or  corporations  to  erect  other  corporations  (e) ;  empower- 
ing corporations  to  make  bye-laws,  binding  not  only  on  their  own 
members,  but  on  the  public  (/).  In  both,  these  irregularities 
and  usurpations  came  ultimately  to  be  resisted,  and  w^ere  brought 
to  an  end  either  by  legislative  action,  or  by  the  silent  but  resist- 
less pressure  of  constitutional  government.  In  Scotland,  their 
disappearance  was  slower  and  less  marked,  because  the  shade 
of  a  despotic  government,  which  received  its  death-blow  at  the 
Union,  still  continued  to  haunt  our  tribunals  to  a  much  later 
period. 

The  principles  of  corporation  law  have  never  in  Scotland  been  scotch 
elaborated  by  the  same  endless  variety  of  application,  nor  sifted  *"^  «"^>e.s. 
with  the  same  minute  accuracy  of  research,  as  in  England.  Hence 
the  existing  materials  available  for  ascertaining  the  Scottish  law  on 
this  subject  are  far  more  meagre  than  could  be  desired ;  and  much 
remains  in  this  country  shadowy  and  indistinct,  which  has  long 
since  in  England  assumed  clearness  and  precision,  by  the  assiduity 


(a)  Regi&m  Maj.  Quoniam  Attachia- 
menta ;  Erak.  i.  1,  33. 

(6)  Year-B.  49  Edw.  m.  fol.  4,  per 
Candish,  J. ;  Com.  Dig.  Franchise, 
F.  2 ;  Madox  Firma,  Burg.  26;  Erak. 
i.  7,  64. 

(c)  Erections  of  corporate  bodies  by 
Lords  of  liegality,  Ersk.  i.  4,  30 ;  and 
by  liords  of  Palatinate,  vid.  1 T.  R.  582 ; 
and  Goodyer  v.  Shaw,  Styl.  298.  See 
Grant  on  Corp.  pp.  II  et  seq. ;  see  also 


First  Report  of  Corporation  Com. 
App.  1511. 

(J)  See  Stat.  1641,  c.  76 ;  1  BeU^a 
Com.  109 ;  Grant  on  Corp.  84. 

(e)  '  Seals  of  Cause,^  Ersk.  i.  7, 
64,  Ivory's  note;  Bell's  Prin.  8.  2183  ; 
Ross's  Bell's  Diet.  744;  Grant  on 
Corp.  12. 

(/)  See  University  of  Glasgow  v. 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  1840,  1  Rob. 
App.  397  ;  Grant  on  Corp.  76-7. 
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of  the  tribunals  in  working  out  and  applying  the  maxims  of  the 
constitutional  law.  Yet  the  few  and  scattered  dicta  of  our  insti- 
tutional writers,  coupled  with  the  decisions  in  reported  cases,  can 
leave  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  the  impartial  inquirer,  that,  as  might 
be  expected,  the  outline  and  general  principles  and  spirit  of  the 
Scottish  and  English  systems  are  identical.  In  unimportant  de- 
tails, in  technical  phraseology,  in  manner  of  remedy,  differences 
of  course  present  themselves.  But  in  all  other  respects  they 
seem  to  differ  no  further  than  any  two  systems  will  differ,  where, 
principles  and  spirit  being  identical,  the  one  has  carried  them 
out  by  logical  sequence  to  their  necessary  results  in  an  immense 
variety  of  practical  details,  while  the  other,  labouring  in  a  more 
circumscribed  field,  has  hitherto  left  much  of  this  process  unac- 
complished. 

These  observations  apply  principally  to  corporations  aggre- 
gate ;  and  are  more-  especially  applicable  to  corporations  of  this 
kind  formed  for  the  purposes  of  gain,  which  alone  fall  within  the 
limits  of  this  treatise.  When  understood  with  these  limitations, 
their  accuracy  would  seem  well  established ;  for  whatever  differ- 
ences may  be  conceived  to  exist  between  the  English  and  Scottish 
laws  as  applicable  to  corporations  erected  for  municipal,  legal, 
scholastic,  or  social  purposes,  no  differences  seem  discoverable  in 
the  law  applicable  to  incorporated  joint-stock  companies  beyond 
technical  details,  phraseology,  or  modes  of  remedy. 

A  corporation  is  a  body  politic  created  by  public  authority  for 
special  purposes,  and  endued  with  certain  capacities,  in  virtue  of 
which  it  is  in  contemplation  of  law  a  proper  person,  capable  in 
many  respects  of  willing  and  acting  like  an  individual. 
Koyai  charter  ^°  modem  times,  corporations  can  be  constituted  in  one  of  two 

and  special  act.  ^g^yg  ^^jy^ — ^'^  \^j  charter  from  the  Crown,  or  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment. Formerly,  both  in  England  and  Scotland,  the  Crown  was 
in  use  to  delegate  its  powers  to  certain  of  the  nobility  to  erect  cor- 
porations ;  but  this  practice,  as  being  obviously  incompatible  with 
pubh'c  policy,  has  long  since  been  abandoned.  It  was  also  usual  to 
empower  royal  burghs,  universities,  and  the  like,  in  their  charters 
of  erection,  to  constitute  subordinate  corporations.  This  in  Scot- 
Seals  of  cause,  land  was  done  by.  a  ^  seal  of  cause*  But  for  similar  reasons  this 
custom  has  long  since  gone  into  complete  desuetude,  and  could  not 
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now  be  competently  exercised  (a).  Corporations  are  erected  by 
the  Legislature  either  directly  or  indirectly, — directly  by  special  act, 
indirectly  by  public  general  .statutes,  which  confer  the  benefits  of  General 
incorporation  on  such  associations  as  comply  with  their  provisions. 
Of  this  the  Registration  Acts  may  be  instanced  as  examples. 
Corporations  are  also  sometimes  erected  by  the  joint  authority  both 
of  the  Legislature  and  the  Crown, — as,  e.g.y  where  the  Crown  grants 
a  charter  under  direct  authority  of  a  statute  (6). 

Many  corporations  now  exist  whose  instruments  of  erection  are  Prescription. 
no  longer  extant.  In  such  cases  they  are  sometimes  said  to  exist 
by  prescription  (c).  There  is,  however,  an  inaccuracy  of  theory 
lurking  in  this  statement.  No  public  right  can  ever  be  acquired 
by  usurpation,  however  long  continued.  It  is  more  correct  to  say, 
that  where  a  body  is  found  exercising  the  powers  and  privileges 
of  a  corporation  time  out  of  mind,  the  law  presumes  that  it  had 
originally  been  duly  incorporated  by  competent  authority,  though 
the  instrument  has  since  fallen  aside  (d). 

Corporations  are*  also  said  to  exist  by  implication.  Thus  a  impHcation. 
body  constituted  by  proper  authority  may  be  held  to  be  a  cor- 
poration, though  its  instrument  of  formation  does  not  bear  this 
per  expressumy  if  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  formed  cannot 
be  carried  into  effect  without  implication  of  the  corporate  cha- 
racter {e). 

Corporations  are  either  boU  or  aggregate.     Corporations  sole  Corporations- 
reside  in  and  infer  a  perpetual  succession  of  single  persons.    The  aggregate. 
most  familiar  examples  of  these  in  the  law  of  Scotland  are  the 
Sovereign,  the  minister  of  a  parish,  and  some  public  officials  (/). 
Corporations  aggregate,  sometimes  also,  though  improperly,  styled 
communities,  include  a  number  of  persons  known  as  the  corporators 


(a)  RoBs's  Beirs  Diet.  744 ;  BeU's 
Prin.  2183;  Brown^s  Synopsis  315, 
404 ;  M.  2007 ;  Mowat  v.  Tailors  of 
Aberdeen^  1825, 4  S.  53 ;  supra,  p.  33 ; 
Grant  on  Corp.  12. 

(6)  Governor  and  Company  of  (he 
Rank  of  England,  5  W.  and  M.  c,  20, 
charter  dated  July  27,  1694 ;  B/^jal 
Bank  of  Scotland,  1727. 

(c)  Grant  on  Corp.  6. 

(d)  Shaw's  BeU^B  Prin.   s.   2177; 


Dempsters,  Masters  and  Sea,  of  Dun- 
dee, 1831,  9  S.  313,  and  authorities 
there  quoted;  Skirving  v-.  Smellie, 
1803,  M.  10921 ;  and  More's  Lect.  212. 

(e)  Jefferys  v.  Gurr,  2  B.  and  Ad. 
841 ;  Att.'Gen.  v.  Davy,  2  Atk.  212 ; 
University  of  Glasgow  v.  Phys,  and 
Sur,,  1840,  1  Rob.  App.  397.  See 
Grant  on  Corp.  6. 

(/)  Shaw's  BeU's  Prin.  2176 ;  Grant 
on  Corp.  6. 


36 


CORPORATIONS. 


[Book  I. 


Corporate 
name. 


Seal. 


Corporation 
property. 


or  members,  and  often,  in  trading  corporations,  as  the  shareholders. 
It  is  said  in  England,  that  a  corporation  aggregate  may  consist  of 
two  members  only  (a).  But  it  is  very  doubtful  if  this  is  law  in 
Scotland.  Without  three  the  corporate  will  cannot  be  expressed 
by  a  majority ;  hence  the  maxim  of  the  civilians,  Tres  faciunt  col- 
legium (b)y  a  principle  apparently  recognised  in  the  law  of  Scot- 
land (c).  Corporations  sole  and  corporations  aggregate  are  en- 
tirely distinct  from  each  other.  A  corporation  sole  cannot  become 
a  corporation  aggregate  by  assuming  additional  members ;  nor  can 
a  corporation  aggregate  become  a  corporation  sole  by  diminution  of 
numbers  (d). 

A  corporation  ought  to  possess  a  name  under  which  it  does  all 
corporate  acts,  and  in  which  it  sues  and  is  sued,  in  the  absence  of 
a  provision  to  do  so  in  the  name  of  an  ofScial  (e).  The  possession 
of  such  a  name  is  strong  evidence  of  the  corporate  character,  and 
is  conferred  by  the  charter  or  act  of  incorporation.  The  want  of 
this  will  not,  however,  in  Scotland  be  fatal  to  an  old  society  claiming 
corporate  privileges  (/) ;  it  may  be  acquired  by  reputation  (g) 
apparently  even  in  England. 

The  right  to  possess  a  common  seal  by  which  to  authenticate 
their  deeds,  conveyances,  acquittances,  etc.,  is  one  of  the  naiuraUa 
of  a  corporation  (A).  As  this  mode  of  authentication  has  now 
fallen  in  Scotland  into  great  disuse,  the  privilege  is  of  little  import- 
ance. Its  use  has,  however,  of  late  years  been  rendered  imperative 
in  some  instances  by  Act  of  Parliament  (t). 

Corporations,  being  in  law  proper  persons,  are  entitled  to  hold 
not  only  moveables,  but  lands^  in  the  corporate  name — ^in  which 
name  also  they  are  infeft.  The  members  have  no  right  in  the 
corporate  property,  either  joint  or  several.  It  is  vested  solely  and 
exclusively  in  the  person  of  the  corporation,  and  cannot  be  attached 


(a)  Grant  on  Corp.  48. 

(6)  Dig.  1. 60, 1. 16,  de  verb,  signif.  85. 

(c)  See  Chapter  on  Suing  and  being 
Sued,  and  RankeiUar  v.  Mag.  of  St 
Andrews,  1693,  4  Brown^s  Sup.  64; 
London  and  Edinburgh  Shipping  Co., 
1841,  8  D.  1045. 

(d)  Anderson  v.  CampheU,  1736 
(Elch.  Jur.  No.  9),  was  a  case  of  circum- 
stances,  and  is  of  doubtful  authority. 


(e)  Whitehaven  and  Fumess  Ra,, 
1848,  10  D.  1127.  See  Grant  on 
Corp.  50. 

(/)  University  of  Glasg.  v.  Fac.  of 
Phys,  and  Sur.,  supra. 

(g)  Vin.  Abr.  Corporations,  E.  pi. 
14 ;  Ayray's  case,  3  Salk.  103. 

(A)  Ersk.  i.  7,  64. 

(0  Companies  Clauses  Act,  and 
some  special  acts. 
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in  any  way  whatever  for  the  debts  of  the  corporators  (a).  Such  as 
contract  with  the  corporation  most  look  for  payment  solely  to  this 
property,  or  its  proceeds,  as  the  case  may  be.  The  members  are  in  Limited 
no  sense  its  smreties  or  guarantees,  as  in  the  case  of  a  partnership, 
unless  they  choose  voluntarily  to  assume  that  character.  So  deeply 
rooted  is  this  principle  in  the  law,  that  it  required  a  special  statute 
to  enable  the  Crown  to  erect  corporations  in  which  the  members 
should  individually  incur  liability  for  the  acts  or  debts  of  the 
corporation  (b).  It  has  sometimes  been  thought  that  companies 
erected  into  corporations  by  royal  charter  in  Scotland  do  not 
possess  limited  liability.  Such  a  view  is  entirely  opposed  to  the 
theory  of  corporations,  can  be  supported  by  no  decided  case,  and 
seems  to  have  arisen  from  confusing  the  proper  person  of  a  cor- 
poration with  the  quasi  person  of  a  firm  (c). 

The  will  of  the  majority,  duly  expressed  at  a  meeting  legally  wip  of 
constituted,  and  acting  within  the  sphere  and  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  constitution,  is  the  will  of  the  corporation,  and 
binds  dissenting  members  (d). 

Corporations  have  the  power  of  making  bye-laws,  where  this  is  Byo-iaws. 
necessary  for  accomplishing  the  purposes  of  formation.  These 
laws  bind  the  members  and  servants  of  the  corporation  (e).  To 
render  them  binding  on  the  public,  would  now  seem  to  require 
the  intervention  of  the  Legislature,  either  directly  by  special  act, 
or  indirectly  by  statute  in  aid  of  a  charter. 

The  members  are  not  in  general  the  agents  of  the  corporation ;  Officials. 
nor  have  they,  as  in  partnerships,  any  implied  authority  to  bind  it. 
The  corporate  affairs  are  carried  on  by  o£Scials  specially  charged 
with  that  duty;  and  their  number,  character,  and  mode  of  elec- 
tion are  in  general  very  specifically  prescribed  in  the  instrument 
of  erection. 

Endurance  in  perpetual  succession  appears  to  be  of  the  essence  Perpetual 

^     *  '■  '■                                                         Bucoession. 

(a)  Sh.  Beirs  Prin.  a.  2178 ;  Erek.  Prin.    2178 ;    Grant   on  CoiTp.    68 ; 

supra »  Rodijers    v.    Tailors    of   Edinhurgh, 

(6)  Sh.  BeU's  Prin.  s.  2177.      See  1842,   5  D.   295 ;   Balfour  v.  Edin, 

Lindley  309.  North.  Ra.,  1848, 10  D.  1240 ;  Scottish 

(c)  1  Morels  Lectures  212.  Centr.  Ra,,  1848,  10  D.  1317. 

Id)  Hill  v.  Fairweather,  1823,  2  S.  (c)  Ersk.  i.  7,  64  ;    IliU  v.  Fair- 

491;     Gray  v.    Smith,    1836,   14   S.  weather,  supra ;  Corstorphiney.  Trades 

1062;    Howden    v.    Coq).    of   Gold-  of  Calton,  1834,  12  S.  397;  Gray  v. 

miths,   1840,  2  D.   996 ;    Sh.   Bell's  Smith,  supra. 


38 


CORPORATIONS. 


[Book  I. 


Naturalia  of 
corporations. 


Special 
privileged. 


Dissolution. 


of  a  corporation.  The  ideal  being  constituting  the  person  of  the 
corporation  is  a  continuous  identity:  the  composing  units  vanish, 
and  are  succeeded  by  others,  but  the  legal  entity  remains ;  just  as, 
in  a  living  organism,  the  substance  is  continually  wearing  out  and 
being  renewed,  while  the  identity  of  the  individual  continues 
uninterrupted  and  unimpaired.  This  is  so  necessary  an  attribute 
of  a  corporation,  that  without  an  Act  of  Parliament  the  Crown 
appears  incapable  of  fixing  a  term  of  duration  in  the  incorporating 
charter  (a). 

There  are  certain  incidents  so  natural  to  corporations,  that  the 
incorporating  instrument  is  held  to  include  them  without  express 
mention.  These  appear  to  be :  endurance  in  perpetual  succession ; 
the  power  of  acting  and  transacting,  suing  and  being  sued,  in  the 
corporate  name ;  the  right  of  holding  property ;  the  power  of  ex- 
pressing the  corporate  will  by  majorities ;  that  of  making  internal 
regulations  for  its  members ;  and  limited  liability. 

There  are,  again,  certain  rights  and  privileges  which  are  not 
naturalia  of  a  corporation,  but  which,  when  necessary  to  be  possessed, 
can  be  obtained  only  by  statute.  Among  these  may  be  mentioned 
aggressive  powers,  monopolies  and  exclusive  privileges,  jurisdiction, 
and  the  exercise  of  any  rights  or  powers  trenching  on  the  common 
law. 

Corporations  being  created  not  by  the  will  of  their  members, 
but  by  public  authority,  cannot  be  dissolved,  like  partnership,  by  the 
resolution  of  their  members.  To  effect  a  dissolution,  a  surrender 
of  the  corporate  rights,  when  these  were  created  by  charter,  must 
be  duly  made  to  and  accepted  by  the  Crown ;  unless  an  Act  of 
Parliament  is  obtained,  which  will  operate  a  dissolution  in  what- 
ever way  the  corporation  may  have  been  erected.  Corporations 
may,  however,  be  extinguished  by  becoming  incapable  of  fulfilling 
the  purposes  of  their  institution,  e.g.  by  the  total  loss  of  their  mem- 
bership, or  by  becoming  reduced  to  so  small  a  number  as  to  be 
incapable  of  effective  management;  and  by  forfeiture,  in  conse- 
quence of  abuse  of  powers,  or  breach  of  the  implied  conditions  of 
their  erection.  This  last  mode,  however,  requires  the  intervention  of 
the  tribunals,  to  declare  the  forfeiture  and  to  wind  up  and  dissolve 
the  coi-poration.     A  corporation  may  also  be  dissolved  by  mere 

(a)  Grant  on  Corp.  30 ;  1  Vict.  c.  73,  s.  29. 
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expiration  of  time,  if  by  Act  of  Parliament  a  limited  period  has 
been  set  to  its  duration  (a). 

On  dissolution,  the  donors  of  the  corporation  property  are  Consequences 
entitled  to  its  resumption,  in  default  of  which  it  vests  in  the  Crown. 
The  creditors  are,  however,  generally  entitled  to  insist  for  sale  and 
distribution  in  payment  of  their  claims.  But  in  no  case  can  they 
proceed  against  the  members  as  such  for  its  debts  or  obligations, 
however  inadequate  the  corporation  funds  may  prove  for  their 
liquidation  (6). 

Having  thus  given  a  general  view  of  the  simple  partnership  and  Partnereiiips 
the  proper  corporation  respectively,  we  shall  conclude  by  pointing  H^^fJ^**" 
out  the  salient  points  of  difference.  A  partnership  is  created  by 
the  mere  will  of  the  partners ;  a  corporation  by  public  authority.  A 
corporation  possesses  a  proper  person,  a  partnership  a  qtiasi  person. 
The  former  holds  property,  acts  and  transacts,  sues  and  is  sued,  in 
the  corporate  name ;  the  latter,  by  the  intervention  of  its  partners. 
Limited  liability  is  unattainable  by  a  mere  partnership ;  it  is  the 
natural  attribute  of  a  corporation.  A  partnership  terminates  at  the 
will  of  its  members,  generally  at  that  of  a  single  partner,  or  by  his 
death ;  a  corporation  endures  in  perpetual  succession,  and  can  be 
dissolved  only  by  public  authority,  by  inanition  from  loss  of  its  com- 
ponent parts,  or  by  elapse  of  the  prescribed  period  of  its  existence. 

(a)  See  Grant  on  Corp.  295 ;  Sh.  BeU»B  Prin.  a.  2179. 
(6)  See  Mere's  Lect.  212. 
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Associations  for  the  purposes  of  gain  assume  in  Scotland  a  great 
variety  of  forms  suitable  to  the  nature  of  the  undertakings  with 
which  they  are  concerned ;  yet,  in  so  far  as  regards  their  legal 
character  and  import,  they  may  be  conveniently  classed  as  follows: — 

1.  Private  partnerships,  including  common  law  companies. 

2.  Companies  erected  by  public  authority,  but  not  vested  with 

full  corporation  privileges. 

3.  Proper  corporations. 

4.  Proper  corporations  with  peculiar  privileges  and  powers. 


Private  firms. 


I.   PRIVATE  PARTNERSHIPS  AND  COMMON  LAW  COMPANIES. 

These  are  formed  at  common  law  by  the  mere  will  of  the 
members,  and  may  in  like  manner  be  dissolved.  Of  private  part- 
nerships or  firms  we  have  already  given  a  general  description. 
They  consist  of  few  members,  and  realize  the  idea  of  the  Roman 
Societas,  Where  the  partners  are  associated  for  a  single  adventure 
or  transaction,  the  copartnery  is  sometimes  called  a  joint  adventure, 
and  has  been  treated  of  by  some  writers  as  a  separate  contract. 
But  after  mature  consideration,  we  have  come  to  be  of  opinion 
that  there  is  no  good  reason  for  maintaining  this  distinction,  and 
that,  so  far  from  elucidating,  it  tends  rather  to  obscure  the  legal 
principles  which  necessarily  regulate  the  partnership  relation, 
whether  it  is  applied  to  a  single  adventure  or  to  a  series  of  trans- 
actions (a). 

(a)  Per  Jjord  Eldon  in  DavUhon's  Appeal,    1815,   3  Dow  218;   2  Bell's 
Com.  649. 
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Common  law  companies  are  essentially  partnerships,  and  differ  Common  law 
from.private  firms  in  so  far  only  as  the  rules  applicable  to  the  latter 
are  necessarily  modified  and  adapted  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
associations  with  a  numerous  and  fluctuating  membership.  This  is 
so  much  the  case,  that  it  is  not  always  easy  to  determine  whether  a 
given  association  should  be  designated  as  a  partnership  or  as  a 
company.  It  may,  however,  be  taken  as  a  general  rule,  that  a 
partnership  deserves  the  name  of  a  company  when  it  possesses  most 
of  the  following  characteristics :  When  it  is  managed  by  directors, 
trustees,  managers,  or  other  special  officers,  and  not  by  the  whole 
body  of  partners ;  when  the  shares  are  of  equal  value,  and  transfer- 
able at  the  will  of  the  holder ;  and  when  the  profits  and  losses  are 
apportioned  with  reference  to  the  shares,  and  not  to  the  partners. 

Where  common  law  companies  differ  from  partnerships,  they  Common  law 
approach  the  nature  of  corporations ;  and  in  the  law  of  Scotland,  approach  the 
it  may  be  said  that  they  stand  midway  between  the  two,  being  °°^^™*^"' 
somewhat  more  than  mere  partnerships,  and  somewhat  less  than 
corporations.  It  is  their  occupying  this  intermediate  and  debate- 
able  ground  that  has  made  them  the  subject  of  many  legal  ques- 
tions. Under  the  denomination  of  common  law  companiesy  it  is 
intended  to  comprehend  all  such  associations  as,  though  possessing 
a  more  numerous  membership  than  private  firms,  exist  merely  at 
common  law,  and  possess  n  Jther  the  privileges  of  complete  cor- 
porations  by  charter  or  special  act,  nor  such  more  restricted  rights 
as  may  be  enjoyed  by  letters  patent  or  registration, — all  such 
associations,  in  fact,  as  are  not  included  under  the  three  remaining 
classes.  Since  common  law  companies  are  fundamentally  part- 
nerships, they  will  be  throughout  this  work  treated  of  under  one 
category ;  but  care  will  be  taken  to  point  out  in  the  proper  places 
such  distinctions  in  their  management  and  legal  consequences  as 
shall  be  found  to  exist. 


II.  COMPANIES  ERECTED  BT  PUBLIC  AUTHORITY,  BUT  NOT  VESTED 

WITH  FULL  CORPORATION  PRIVILEGES. 

Under  this  category  are  included  companies  formed  under  the  imperfect  or 
Registration  Act  of  1862,  but  without  limited  liability ;  companies  t^e.*^*^'^"^" 
formed  under  the  Letters  Patent  Act,  1837,  1  Vict.  c.  73,  without 
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the  full  corporate  privileges  ;  and  companies  whose  special  act 
withholds  from  them  some  of  the  naturalia  of  a  corporation.  They 
are  generally  termed  quasi  corporations. 


Proper  cor- 
porations. 


III.  PROPER  CORPORATIONS. 


A  general  description  has  been  already  given  of  such  associa- 
tions.    They  can  only  be  formed  by  charter  or  special  act. 


Privileged 
corporations. 


Order  of 
treatment 


IV.  CORPORATIONS  WITH  PECULIAR  PRIVILEGES  AND  AGGRESSIVE 

POWERS. 

Such  corporations  can  only  be  created  by  Act  of  Parliament, 
and  are  now  generally  formed  by  combination  of  their  special  acts 
with  the  provisions  of  one  or  more  of  the  Consolidation  Acts,  under 
which,  by  their  special  acts,  they  are  brought.  The  Consolidation 
Acts  have  been  enumerated  in  the  Introduction  (p.  11). 

It  was  originally  intended  to  treat  of  each  of  these  four  classes 
seriatim^  exhausting  the  one  before  entering  on  the  other.  But  as 
the  work  advanced,  it  was  found  that  this  method  would  involve 
much  repetition,  and  a  continual  reference  to  earlier  chapters ;  and 
that  the  important  object  of  showing  how  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  the  two  primary  types — viz.  the  simple  partnership  and 
the  corporation— have  been  by  legislative  aid  expanded,  limited,  or 
supplemented,  so  as  to  meet  the  requirements  of  every  kind  of 
undertaking,  could  not  in  this  manner  be  satisfactorily  attained. 
What  is  deemed  a  more  commodious  method  has  accordingly  been 
adopted.  The  four  classes  will  be  examined  under  each  division 
of  the  subject,  carrying  them  on  abreast  from  their  formation  to 
their  dissolution,  and  thus,  w^hile  avoiding  repetition,  rendering  the 
one  illustrative  of  the  other. 
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CHAPTER   V. 

FORMATION  OP  THE  PARTNERSHIP  RELATION  IN  PRIVATE 
COPARTNERIES  AND  COMMON  LAW  COMPANIES. 

Partnership  is  one  of  those  contracts  which   do   not  require  Writing  not 

i  necessary. 

writing  for  their  constitution.  It  is  constituted  by  mere  consent, 
and  may  be  proved  not  only  by  written  contract,  but  by  facts 
and  circumstances  (a). 

In  all  cases,  however,  when  practicable,  the  contract  should  be  Wntiug 

.  .  ...  .     .      important. 

reduced  to  writing ;  for,  though  this  will  not  in  general  avail  in 
questions  with  the  public,  it  will  obviate  many  difficulties  which 
may  otherwise  arise  in  determining  the  rights,  duties,  and  liabilities 
of  the  partners  among  themselves.  The  written  contract  of  part- 
nership generally  assumes  the  form  of  a  contract  or  of  partnership 
articles.  Such  documents  are  at  best  only  limitatory  of  or  auxiliary 
to  the  common  law,  which  is  always  ready  to  break  in  when  it  has 
not  been  effectually  excluded  by  contract.  What  ought  to  be 
contained  in  them  will  therefore  fall  to  be  considered  at  a  subse- 
quent part  of  this  work,  after  the  operation  and  effect  of  the  rules 
of  the  common  law  have  been  explained. 

When  the  contract  of  partnership  has  been  embodied  in  a  Difficulties 

^  *■  *  ,     .  .  when  the 

document  properly  authenticated,  the  fact  that  the  relation  exists,  relation  has  to 

11  1        1  I.   •  n     I-      1  be  inferred 

as  well  as  the  date  of  its  commencement,  can  generally  be  deter-  from  facts  and 
mined  without  much  difficulty ;  but  when,  as  frequently  happens, 
the  existence  of  the  partnership  relation  has  to  be  inferred  from 
facts  and  circumstances,  the  problem  becomes  very  complicated  and 
embarrassing. 

(a)  2  Bell's  Com.  622 ;  1  More'a  Ixjct.  1830,  9  S.  90,  a£F.  5  W.  and  S.  468  ; 

198.      Stevenson  v.  Wright^  1687,  M.  Livingston  v.  Gordon,  1765,  M.  14551. 

12732 ;  Logan  v.  Brown,  1824,  3  S.  15 ;  Such  also  was  the  Roman  law.  Dig.  lib. 

Thomson  v.  CampbelVs  Trustees,  1831,  xvii.  t.  2,  s.  4;  Story  on  Part.  s.  86-7. 

5  W.  and  S.  16  ;  M'Kinlay  v.  Gillon,  It  is  so  also  in  English  law,  Coll.  p.  3, 
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These  difficulties  will  be  understood,  when  it  is  borne  in  mind 
that  the  inquiry  is  not  merely  as  to  the  date  of  the  commencement 
or  the  termination  of  a  particular  firm  or  company,  but  frequently 
extends  to  such  questions  as  the  following :  Are  A.  and  B.  partners 
of  a  particular  concern  I  When  did  they  become  so,  or  when 
did  they  cease  to  be  so?  Does  the  partnership  relation  exist 
between  A.  and  B.,  though  neither  is  in  connection  with  any 
ostensible  company  or  firm?  Are  B.  and  C.  dormant  partners, 
though  admittedly  they  do  not  appear  to  take  any  concern  in  the 
business  of  the  firm?  Furthermore,  persons  who  have  not  con- 
stituted partnership  inter  sej  not  unfrequently  find  themselves  in- 
volved in  liabilities  to  the  public  to  the  same  effect  and  extent 
as  if  they  had ;  and  this  state  of  matters  is  often  denominated 
quasi  partnership, — a  phraseology  which,  though  it  may  be  con- 
ducive to  brevity  of  expression,  is  often  productive  of  great  confusion 
of  thought. 

The  complication  and  embarrassment  to  which  these  various 
circumstances  have  given  birth  are  familiar  to  every  student  of  the 
law  of  partnership;  and  it  must  be  admitted  that  neither  in  England 
nor  Scotland  have  the  courts  succeeded  in  laying  down  practical 
rules  for  their  effectual  removal. 
No  test  of  the  ^^  ^^®  seuse,  it  is  no  doubt  a  question  of  fact  to  be  ascertained 

reutio"^^^       by  a  jury  or  its  equivalents,  whether,  in  the  absence  of  a  written 

contract  or  equivalent  admission,  the  partnership  relation  is  estab- 
lished by  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  the  case.  But  this  pre- 
supposes the  possibility  of  distinctly  ascertaining  what  is  of  the 
essence  of  the  contract,  or  at  least  of  fixing  upon  some  test  which 
shall  serve  as  a  means  of  deciding  in  all  cases  whether  the  facts, 
as  established,  are  to  be  taken  as  evidence  of  the  existence  of 
No  practical      partnership.     The  difiiculty  as  to  the  law  of  the  question  would  be 

removed,  if  the  Legislature  had  arbitrarily  defined  what  constitutes 
partnership,  or  if  lawyers  could  have  fixed  on  a  definition  of  that 
contract  at  once  exhaustive  and  practical.  But  such  has  not  been 
the  case.  The  Legislature  has  not  as  yet  spoken  authoritatively ; 
and  no  definition  has  ever  been  given  of  partnership,  which  is 
either  sufficiently  exhaustive  or  sufficiently  exclusive  to  be  adopted 
as  a  practical  rule. 

In  the  absence  of  a  practical  definition,  the  tribunals  have 


definition. 
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endeavoured  to  meet  the  difficulty  by  fixing  on  certain  elements, 

the  presence  or  absence  of  which  has  been  supposed  to  furnish  a 

test  of  the  partnership  relation.     Sharing  of  profits,  contribution  to  Various  tests 

losses,  mutual  agency,  etc.,  have  been  all  assumed  as  tests  of  this 

kind,  and  have  been  more  or  less  in  vogue  at  different  periods. 

When  judiciously  applied,  they  are  undoubtedly  of  excellent  use 

in  the  interpretation  of  evidence ;   but  their  application  is  often 

accompanied  with  great  embarrassment,  and  they  cannot  be  taken 

as  unfailing  tests. 

The  reason  of  this  becomes  apparent  when  the  nature  of  part-  Partnership 
nership  is  considered.  It  is  not  a  simple  contract,  but  one  which  contract 
combines  in  itself  the  principles  of  many  contracts,  e>g.  agency, 
soretysliip,  guarantee,  co-ownership,  loan,  etc.,  all  of  them  form- 
ing elements  which  receive  more  or  less  prominence,  according  to 
the  nature  and  purposes  for  which  the  society  is  formed.  Now, 
sharing  of  profits,  contribution  to  losses,  agency  express  or  im- 
plied, are  elements  which  afford  strong  indications  of  the  part- 
nership relation,  and  in  certain  circumstances,  and  in  the  absence 
of  proof  to  the  contrary,  often  irresistibly  lead  to  that  conclusion. 
Yet,  taken  separately,  they  may  frequently  be  nothing  more 
than  consequences  of  other  contracts ;  e,g.  loan,  suretyship,  simple 
mandate,  and  the  like.  In  short,  while  they  are  consequences  of 
partnership,  they  are  also  consequences  of  other  contracts;  and 
whether  they  evidence  the  one  or  the  other,  must  be  judged  of 
from  the  extent  to  which  they  are  in  combination,  and  the  com- 
plexion of  the  surrounding  circumstances.  We  must  not  there- 
fore be  surprised,  if,  in  reviewing  the  decisions  on  this  important 
subject,  we  find  dicta  seemingly,  and  sometimes  actually,  at  vari- 
ance with  each  other;  nor  should  we  look  so  much  for  absolute 
rules,  as  for  indications  of  how  evidence  is  most  likely  to  be  dealt 
with. 

In  prosecuting  our  inquiries  into  this  branch  of  the  subject,  we 
shall  consider  first,  the  constitution  of  partnership  properly  so  called, 
i^.  of  the  contract  whereby  the  parties  to  it  are  on  the  one  hand  en- 
titled to  the  rights,  and  on  the  other  incur  the  liabilities  of  partners. 
We  shall  then  proceed  to  examine  those  cases  in  which  they  who  are 
either  not  partners,  or  have  not  been  proved  to  be  such,  are  never- 
theless subjected  in  liability  to  the  public  as  though  they  were.    And 
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lastly,  we  shall  endeavour  to  point  out  the  differences  between  formed 
and  contemplated  partnership. 

CONSTITUTION  OF  PARTNERSHIP  PROPER. 

Evidenced  by  The  contract  of  partnership  is  usually  said  to  infer  a  community 

right  to  share         ..  .  -i.,  *     ^     n    % 

profit  and  loss.    01  mterest  m  the  pronts  and  losses,  and  m  the  capital  of  the  concern, 

and  also  a  community  of  right  to  share  in  the  management.  Cases, 
however  (as  we  shall  afterwards  see),  are  of  continual  occurrence, 
in  which  all  of  those  elements  are  not  found  in  combination ;  but 
yet  in  which  true  partnership  has  been  undoubtedly  created.  A 
more  correct  notion  of  the  contract  will  be  obtained  if  we  take  the 
following  as  a  fundamental  principle,  that  wherever  persons  agree 
to  carry  on  a  certain  trade,  business,  or  undertaking  of  a  mercantile 
kind,  on  condition  of  sharing  the  profits  and  losses  arising  there- 
from, they  constitute  amongst  themselves  the  contract  and  relation 
of  partnership,  and  that  without  the  necessity  of  making  use  of  the 
term  partnership  or  its  equivalents  (a). 

Right  to  shari  But  when  the  fact  of  partnership  is  disputed,  the  evidence  of  a 

contract  to  share  profit  and  loss  is  seldom  so  clear  as  this  amounts 
to;  and  accordingly,  if  an  agreement  to  share  profits  as  such  be 
established,  this  has  for  a  long  time  been  taken  as  ex  fade  evidence 
of  the  existence  of  partnership.  A  right  to  share  profits  is  of  the 
very  essence  of  partnership.  Any  agreement  by  which  a  man  is 
rendered  liable  for  the  smallest  share  of  loss  without  the  chance  of 
profit,  may  indeed  form  a  valid  contract,  but  it  is  not  the  contract 
of  partnership.  This  principle  holds  good  in  every  system  of  Euro- 
pean law,  and  is  evident  from  the  very  definitions  which  are  given  of 
the  contract ;  all  of  which,  how  much  soever  they  may  differ  in  other 
respects,  agree  in  requiring  the  right  to  participate  in  profits  (b). 
It  is  in  virtue  of  this  principle,  that  societies  and  clubs,  whose  object 
is  not  the  sharing  of  profits,  are  not  regarded  as  partnerships ;  as, 
for  example,  societies  for  the  protection  of  trade  (c),  or  clubs  for 
political  purposes,  or  for  the  convenience  of  their  members  (d). 
(a)  Voet.  Com.  ad  Pand.  1.  xvii.  t.         (ft)  See  Appendix. 


2,  pro  socio,  8.  1;  Ersk.  iii.  3,  18 
Green  v.  Beesley,  2  Bing.  N.  C.  108 


(c)  Caldicott  v-  Griffiths,  8  Ex.  898. 

(d)  Fleming  v.  Hector,  2  M.  and  W. 
Greesham  v.  Gray,  4  Irish  Com.  Law  172 ;  3  Ross,  L.  C.  585 ;  Thomson  v. 
Rep.  501.                                                   Shanks,  1840,  2  D.  699. 
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But  it  is  only  the  right  to  share  profits  as  suchy  that  constitutes  Difference 
evidence  of  the  partnership  relation.  A  right  to  participate  in  the  profits  and 
proceeds  of  an  undertaking,  adventure,  or  business,  may  exist  quite  ™^ 

independently  of  partnership.  The  distinction  here  indicated  is 
that  between  sharing  profits  and  participating  in  gross  returns,  and 
will  require  some  explanation. 

Gross  returns  or  gross  profits,  as  they  are  sometimes  styled,  is  The  distinction 
a  phrase  used  among  political  economists  to  signify  the  whole  actual  important' 
proceeds  of  a  transaction,  or  the  income  of  a  business  without  deduc- 
tion of  outlay,  expenses,  or  liabilities ;  profits  or  nett  profits  mean 
what  remains  after  such  deductions  have  been  made.    This  distinc- 
tion b  not  at  first  very  easily  apprehended,  and  cases  occur  where  ~ 
it  can  hardly  be  drawn  with  all  the  clearness  that  could  be  desired. 
Yet  it  is  of  great  importance  in  practice,  as  it  affords  a  good  test 
whereby  in  many  instances  the  interest  which  agents,  servants,  etc., 
have  in  a  partnership  can  be  distinguished  from  that  of  the  partners 
themselves,  and  whereby  the  contract  itself  can  be  distinguished 
from  others  of  an  analogous  or  kindred  nature.    The  rule  may  be 
stated  as  follows :  An  agreement  to  share  profits  is  prima  fade 
evidence  of  partnership ;  an  agreement  to  share  gross  returns  is  no 
proof  of  that  relation. 

The  force  and  application  of  this  rule  will  be  best  understood 
by  illustrations.  In  Wilson  v.  M^Dougaly  1682,  where  two  men  had 
contracted  to  purchase  a  quantity  of  grain,  which  the  seller  was 
taken  bound  to  deliver  to  them  equally,  the  Court  held  that  there 
was  no  partnership,  in  respect  that  empHo  rei  facta  a  pluribus 
ementibus  did  not  infer  society  where  there  was  no  contributio  lucri 
et  damni  (a).  Long  afterwards.  Lord  Mansfield  gave  a  similar 
decision  in  Hoare  v.  Dawes  (b) ;  and  in  Finckle  v.  Stacy  (c),  an 
agreement  between  workmen  to  divide  their  wages  was  held  not  to 
amount  to  a  partnership.  In  these  and  similar  cases,  the  contract- 
ing parties  agree  to  share,  not  the  profits  of  the  transaction,  but 
the  gross  produce.  But^  on  the  other  hand,  when  a  victualling 
society  was  constituted  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  and  thereby 
supplying  its  members  and  the  publicy  it  was  held  to  be  a  partner- 

(a)  M.  14651.  H.  Blackstone  37.     (8  Roes,  L.  C.  419, 

(6)  Doug.  371.     See  also  Gibson  v.      407,  404.) 
Luptofty  9  Bing.  297;  Coope  v.  Eyre^  1  (c)  Select  Cases  in  Ch.  9. 
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Liability  for 
losses ; 


not  coDcluflive 
evidence. 


ship.  Here  the  element  of  sharing  profits  obviously  resulted  from 
trading  with  the  public,  and  removed  the  association  from  the  ordi- 
nary  categorjr  of  clubs  which  share  the  gross  returns  among  their 
members  (a). 

Again,  persons  who  receive  remuneration  for  their  services  by 
payments  out  of  the  gross  returns  of  a  company,  whether  that 
remuneration  be  a  fixed  sum  or  a  percentage  on  the  gross  returns, 
are  not  partners, — as,  for  example,  teachers  in  proprietary  schools, 
whose  incomes  in  part  depend  on  the  number  of  their  scholars; 
salesmen  who  receive  a  percentage  on  the  price  of  the  articles  they 
dispose  of  in  lieu  of  fixed  salaries;  sailors  on  whaling  voyages, 
who  are  usually  paid  by  obtaining  a  certain  proportion  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  oil  obtained,  and  the  like  (b). 

Liability  for  the  debts  and  obligations  due  by  a  company  or 
firm  is  strong  presumptive,  though  by  no  means  conclusive,  evi- 
dence of  partnership  properly  so  called.  Such  liability  may  be 
the  consequence  of  other  contracts  which,  though  they  enter 
into,  do  not  constitute,  the  partnership  relation.  A  man  may 
become  surety  or  guarantee  for  a  firm  of  which  he  is  in  no 
sense  a  member ;  and  one  may  be  bound  by  the  acts  of  his  agent 
without  being  his  partner.  Indeed,  as  we  shall  afterwards  see, 
it  is  quite  common  for  persons,  by  acts,  representations,  or  con- 
duct, to  render  themselves  liable  to  the  public  for  the  obligations 
of  a  company  in  whose  profits  or  management  they  have  no  right 
to  share. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  must  be  observed  that  liability  to  share 
losses  is  not,  like  the  right  to  participate  in  profits,  so  essential  to  the 
partnership  relation,  that  its  absence  is  to  be  taken  as  conclusive 
evidence  against  the  existence  of  partnership.  No  doubt  it  is 
impossible  by  any  stipulation  to  eliminate  that  responsibility  to  the 
public,  which  is  inseparable  from  all  common  law  partnerships ;  but 


(a)  Sawers  v.  Tradestown  Victualling 
Society,  24  Feb.  1815,  18  F.  C.  233 ; 
Anderston  Vict,  Society,  1828,  6  S. 
928.  See  also  M'Kinlay  v.  GUlon, 
30  Nov.  1830,  9  S.  90,  aff.  6  W.  and 
S.  468. 

(b)  Geddes  v.  Wallace,  1820,  House 
of  Lords,  reverslDg  judgment  of  the 


Court  of  Session,  2  Bligh  270,  and  6 
Paton  643 ;  Rawlinson  v.  Clarke,  15 
M.  and  W.  292 ;  Stocker  v.  BrocUe- 
hank,  3  M'N.  and  Gor.  250 ;  Barklie 
V.  Scott,  1  Huda.  and  Br.  83 ;  R,  v. 
M'Donald,  7  E.  Jur.  N.  S.  1127; 
Harrington  v.  Churchyard,  6  E.  Jur. 
N.  S.  576. 


Chap,  v.]  AGENCY.  49 

it  is  quite  competent  for  a  partner  to  stipulate  effectively  with  the 
others  that  he  shall  not  be  liable  for  a  share  of  the  loss.  And  this 
stipulation  will  receive  full  effect  in  a  question  inter  socios.  Now, 
in  such  a  case,  the  partnership  relation  remains  unimpaired,  and 
neither  his  fellows  nor  the  public  could  found  upon  this  stipulation 
against  loss  (a)  as  evidence  of  no  partnership. 

Another  very  important  criterion  of  the  existence  of  the  part-  Ageiiry. 
nership  relation  is  the  element  of  agency.    The  importance  of  this 
criterion  has  only  been  lately  brought  into  notice ;  yet  its  consonance 
not  only  with  legal  principle,  but  also  with  equity,  would  seem  to 
entitle  it  to  great  consideration. 

Agency  is  inseparable  from  the  partnership  relation.  Mr  Story 
says :  ^  Every  partner  is  an  agent  of  the  partnership ;  and  his  rights, 
powers,  duties,  and  obligations  are  in  many  respects  governed  by 
the  same  rules  and  principles  as  those  of  an  agent.  A  partner 
virtually  embraces  the  character  of  both  principal  and  agent'  (b) ; 
and  according  to  Pothier,  ^  Contractus  societatis  non  secus  ac  con- 
tractus mandati*  (c). 

It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  in  this  we  have  a  good  negative 
criterion ;  for  where  the  circumstances  of  a  contract  or  relation  are 
proved  to  be  such  as  to  exclude  the  notion  of  agency  express  or 
implied,  under  what  category  soever  it  may  fall,  it  cannot  be  classed 
as  partnership.  It  is  quite  possible,  no  doubt,  that  a  copartnery 
may  be  so  constituted,  that  some  of  the  partners  shall  contribute 
merely  capital,  and  shall  not  have  the  power  of  binding  the  firm ; 
yet  independently  of  the  fact  that  such  a  stipulation  would  not 
avail  with  the  public  unless  they  had  due  notice,  it  is  still  obvious 
that  the  remaining  partners  continue  to  be  agents,  not  only  for 
themselves,  but  for  all  the  others.  So  that  in  any  view  it  is  impos- 
sible to  eliminate  the  element  of  agency  from  true  partnership. 

It  must  be  observed,  however,  that  the  presence  of  this  element  Kot  an  unfaii- 

inflr  tost* 

does  not  of  itself  afford  a  positive  test  of  partnership ;  for  it  is  quite 
possible  that  two  parties  may  stand  to  each  other  as  agent  and 

(a)  Band  t.  PUtard^  3  M.  and  W.  (Jb)  Story  on  Partnership,  p.  1. 

357 ;  and  see  per  Lord  Cranworth  on         (c)  Pand.  lib.  xvii.  tit.  2,  Introduc- 
thja  case  in  Cox  v.  Hickman^  8  H.  of     tion. 
L.  Gas.  310 ;  Eisk.  in.  3, 19. 

D 
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principal  without  being  in  any  sense  partners.  Yet  where,  in  any 
matter  of  gain  or  commerce,  two  or  more  persons  stand  mutually  to 
each  other  in  the  relation  of  principal  and  agent, — that  is  to  say, 
where  each  of  them  is  capable  of  binding  and  being  bound  by  the 
others, — it  is  very  difficult  to  escape  from  the  conclusion  that  the 
partnership  relation  has  been  constituted.  Much  valuable  learning 
may  be  obtained  on  this  question  by  referring  to  the  case  already 
quoted  of  Cox  v.  Hickman^  not  only  as  reported  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  but  also  in  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  Exchequer 
Chamber,  in  which  courts  the  case  had  been  successively  con- 
sidered (a). 

Pro  indiviso  proprietors  or  co-owners  are  not  necessarily  part- 
ners, though  in  many  cases  they  stand  to  each  other  in  that  relation. 
Co-ownership,  as  such,  differs  from  partnership  in  some  important 
particulars.  There  is  no  delectus  personoi ;  and  therefore  the  shares 
are  transferable  at  the  will  of  the  owner  :  the  part  owners  have  no 
lien  over  the  common  property  for  their  outlays  thereon,  they  do 
not  share  nett  profits  but  gross  returns,  and  there  is  no  implied 
agency.  It  may  also  be  observed,  that  partnership  is  always  created 
by  agreement ;  whereas  co-ownership  is  seldom  the  consequence  of 
special  contract,  but  results  from  succession,  bequest,  joint  purchase, 
or  some  other  such  accident  (6).  These  differences  are  important, 
but  it  is  far  from  easy  to  determine  in  a  case  of  circumstances 
whether  partnership  or  co-ownership  is  the  actual  state  of  matters. 
This  arises  from  the  fact  that  the  two  so  often  coexist,  and  also 
from  their  surrounding  circumstances  being  generally  so  similar. 

The  most  important  criteria  where  they  can  be  made  available 
are,  that  in  co-ownership  the  gross  returns  and  not  the  nett  profits 
are  shared,  and  that  no  implied  agency  exists.  It  must  be  admitted, 
however,  that  great  practical  difficulties  arise  in  the  application  of 
these  criteria. 

The  decided  cases  in  Scotland  are  few  and  unimportant.  Such 
as  they  are,  they  will  be  found  noted  below  (c). 

(a)  Hickman  v.  Coa:,  18  C.  B.  617,  Partnership,  s.  8  ;  Dig.  1.  xvii.  t  2, 

3  C.  B.  N.  S.  623 ;  Cox  v.  Hickman,  1.  81  seq, 
8  H.  L.  Ca.  268.  (c)  Gault  t.  APAulay,  Jan.  13, 1821, 

(6)  See  2  BeU'a  Ck)m.  665;  Lindley,  F.  C. ;  APGivan  v.  Blackburn,  1726, 

vol.  i.  p.  32  ;  and  supra,  p.  3 ;  Stair  M.  14626. 
i.  16,  1  ;  Voet.  xvii.  2,  2 ;  Story  on 
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In  England  the  cases  have  been  much  more  numerous ;  and  as  English  cases. 
the  law  of  the  two  countries  appears  to  be  the  same  in  this  respect, 
it  might  be  supposed  that  considerable  advantage  would  be  derived 
from  consulting  them.  But  the  English  courts  appear  to  have 
done  little  else  than  reach  the  equity  of  the  particular  case,  without 
establishing  any  clear  rule  by  which  in  future  the  distinction  might 
be  determined.  A  note  of  the  principal  authorities  is  also  sub- 
joined (a). 

There  is  a  numerous  class  of  cases  in  which  one  person  contri-  Contributiona 
bates  property,  sach  as  land,  machinery,  or  money,  and  another  ^n^^aSL 
skill  or  business  qualifications,  and  in  which  it  is  covenanted  that 
one  shall  have  the  management  of  the  property,  and  take  the  risk  of 
the  loss,  while  both  shall  have  a  share  of  the  profits.  The  tendency 
in  cases  of  this  kind  would  be  to  hold  that  a  partnership  had  been 
constituted,  because  the  agreement  to  share  profits  is  ex  facie  evi- 
dence of  liability  to  the  public  ;  and  this  accordingly  appears  to  have 
been  the  ratio  of  the  decision  in  the-  English  case  of  Crilpin  v.  En- 
derbey  (&).  But  this  presumption  may  be  overcome  by  the  nature 
and  circumstances  of  the  contract.  The  very  common  case  of 
authors  and  publishers,  in  which  it  is  agreed  that  the  former  shall 
contribute  the  manuscript  and  shall  receive  a  share  of  the  profits, 
while  the  latter  shall  defray  the  expense  of  publication  and  shall 
take  the  risk  of  loss,  may  here  be  adverted  to.  In  England,  such 
contracts  are  usually  regarded  as  partnerships  confined  on  the  one 
side  to  profits  only  (c) ;  but  tlie  law  of  this  country,  which  holds 
that  publishers  and  authors  are  not  partners,  appears  to  be  more 
consonant  to  sound  principle  (d). 


(a)  lindley  31  ;  CoUyer  793  ; 
Fretiek  v,  Styring,  2  C.  B.  N.  S.  357  ; 
Green  ▼.  Briggs,  6  Hare  896  ;  Camp- 
bell V.  Mullet,  2  Swanst.  551 ;  Bentky 
V.  Bates,  4  Y.  and  C.  Ex.  182. 


(6)  5  B.  and  Al.  954. 

(c)  lindley,  p.  16. 

(d)  Venables  y.  Wood,  23  March 
1838,  M'F.  p.  44 ;  and  8  March  1839, 
1  D.  659  ;  3  Roes  L.  C.  529. 
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We  have  already  seen,  that  while  liability  for  company  obligations 
is  inseparable  from  the  partnership  relation,  many  cases  continually 
recur  in  which  persons  who  have  not  constituted  partnership  amongst 
themselves  are  still  liable  to  the  world  as  though  they  had. 

Such  cases  are  generally  classed  under  the  head  of  quasi  part- 
nerships, or  partnerships  as  regards  third  parties.  The  use  of  such 
phrases  is  convenient,  but  it  must  always  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
notion  they  appear  to  convey  is  inaccurate,  inasmuch  as  no  one  can 
be  called  a  partner  who  is  not  so  inter  socios ;  and  that  the  cases 
under  consideration  involve  liability  not  in  virtue  of  the  partnership 
relation,  but  in  consequence  of  something  which  has  taken  place 
with  the  public,  or  in  which  the  public  creditor  is  concerned. 

The  first  class  of  cases  may  be  stated  to  be  those  in  which  a 
person  who  has  never  contracted  the  partnership  relation,  has  made 
himself  liable  to  the  public  by  participating  in  the  profits  of  the 
concern.  We  have  already  observed,  that  sharing  profits  is  an 
important  criterion  of  partnership.  It  may  now  be  added,  that 
when  it  does  not  confer  the  privileges,  it  commonly  involves  the 
participant  in  the  liabilities  of  that  relation.  The  rule  of  law  is 
generally  stated  to  be,  that  a  party  who  shares  profits  shall  be  liable 
to  third  parties  as  if  he  were  a  partner ;  or,  to  use  the  words  of 
Professor  Bell,  ^  Participation  of  profits  will  make  one  a  partner  to 
the  world,  although  he  should  not  be  so  in  relation  to  the  persons 
with  whom  he  is  so  engaged'  (a). 

The  reason  of  this  doctrine  is  stated  by  Chief  Justice  De  Grey 
as  follows :  That  ^  eveiy  one  who  has  a  share  in  the  profits  of  a 

(a)  Bell's  Com.  ii.  623. 
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trade,  ought  also  to  bear  his  share  of  the  loss ;  and  if  any  one 
takes  part  of  the  profit,  he  takes  part  of  that  fund  on  which  the 
creditor  of  the  trader  relies  for  his  payment'  (a). 

In  Waugh  v.  Carver ^  two  ship-agents  agreed  to  allow  each 
other  certain  portions  of  each  other's  profits,  but  without  being 
affected  by  each  other^s  acts  or  losses.  The  Court  held  that  they 
were  not  partners,  but  that  nevertheless  they  were  answerable  for 
the  debts  of  each  other,  in  a  question  with  a  creditor  who  sued  both 
for  goods  supplied  to  one  (b).  In  Boulton  v.  Mansfield^  a  copartnery 
was  dissolved  by  the  retirement  of  one  of  the  partners,  whose  share 
of  stock,  etc.,  was  transferred  to  the  partner  who  continued  to 
carry  on  the  business ;  but  it  was  provided  that  the  retiring  partner 
should  still  continue  to  draw  a  share  of  the  profits  of  the  concern. 
It  was  held  by  the  Court  of  Session,  and  afiirmed  on  appeal,  that 
the  retiring  party  was  still  a  partner,  and  liable  as  such  (c).  The 
same  liability  was  extended  to  persons  who  were  in  the  position  of 
servants,  but  were  paid  a  share  of  the  profits  instead  of  a  salary  {d) ; 
to  such  as  were  paid  an  annuity  out  of  the  profits  made  by 
others  («) ;  and  to  the  seller  of  the  goodwill  of  a  business,  who  was 
to  have  such  share  of  profit  as  was  in  excess  of  the  guaranteed 
amount  (/).  Ultimately  this  doctrine  was  carried  so  far,  that  where 
the  property  of  a  partnership  was  conveyed  to  trustees,  in  order 
that  the  trade  might  be  carried  on  for  behoof  of  creditors,  such 
creditors  were  liable  for  debts  incurred  by  the  trustees  in  execution 
of  the  trust  {g).  And  it  has  even  been  held,  that  executors  and 
trustees  investing  trust  funds  in  a  copartnery  become  individually 
liable  to  third  parties,  though  they  were  not  partners  even  qva 
trustees,  and  did  not  individually  share  any  part  of  the  profits  {K). 

But,  as  in  the  case  of  actual  partnership,  a  distinction  must  here  Distinction 
be  made  between  profits  and  gross  returns.     It  is  only  the  sharer  of  and^^?"*^^ 
nett  profits  who  can  be  made  liable  as  a  quasi  partner ;  the  partici-  ^®^^^'*^- 

(a)  Grace  v.  Smith,  2  Wm.  Blackst.  Hamper,  17  Ves.  412, 8  Roes  L.  C.  456 ; 

998 ;  8  Roes  L.  C.  400-  ex  parte  Chuck,  8  Ring.  469. 

{h)   2  H.  Bl.  235,  and  1  Smith's  (/)  Barry  v.  Nesham,  3  C.  B.  641. 

I^eading  Cases;  8  Roes  L.  C.  426.  {g)  Hickman  v.  Cox,  18  C.  B.  617 ; 

(c)  1787,  8  Pat.  App.  70.  aff.  3  C.  B.  N.  S.  523. 

((/)  Ex  parte  Dighy,  1  Deac.  841  ;  (A)   Wightman  v.  Watson,  1  M.  and 

ex  parte  Rowlandson,  1  Rose  89.  S.  412;    ex  parte  Garland,   10  Ves. 

(e)  Re  Colbeck,  Buck '48;  ex  parte  119. 
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pator  in  gross  returns  incurs  no  such  responsibility.  Thus  a  sailor 
employed  in  a  whaling  ship,  was  held  not  liable  to  third  parties, 
though  he  received  as  wages  a  certain  share  of  the  oil  brought 
home  (a) ;  and  the  same  was  decided  in  the  case  of  a  workman 
who  was  paid  by  a  proportion  of  the  gross  gains  (&),  and  of  a 
captain  who  was  to  receive  as  wages  one-fifth  of  the  profits  on  an 
intended  voyage  (c). 

When  a  party  incurs  liability  to  the  public  creditor  in  respect 
of  his  participating  in  profits,  that  liability  arises  not  from  any  pre- 
sumption that,  when  he  entered  into  the  contract  out  of  which  the 
claim  arose,  the  creditor  had  the  personal  responsibility  of  such 
party  in  view,  but  solely,  as  already  stated,  from  the  equitable 
consideration  that  no  man  shall  share  that  fund  out  of  which  the 
creditor  looks  for  payment,  without  becoming  responsible  for  the 
claim.  It  is  of  no  consequence,  therefore,  whether  at  the  date 
when  the  claim  or  debt  was  contracted,  the  creditor  knew  that  the 
party  in  question  was  a  participator  in  the  profits  of  the  concern ;  it 
is  enough  if  he  discover  and  can  prove  this  fact  when  he  seeks  to 
render  such  party  liable  (d).  The  same  reasoning  applies  in  this 
case  as  applies  in  that  of  dormant  partners,  who  exercise  none  of 
the  rights  of  ordinary  partners,  except  that  of  sharing  the  profits, 
and  who  yet,  when  discovered,  have  always  been  held  liable  to  the 
public  creditor  (e). 

In  concluding  our  observations  on  this  class  of  cases,  it  may  be 
observed  that  the  doctrine  which  we  have  been  considering,  though 
in  the  main  it  has  worked  well  in  the  interests  of  substantial 
justice,  is  not  always  capable  of  being  very  clearly  applied  in  prac- 
tice, and  may  in  some  cases  produce  results  at  least  apparently 
harsh  (/).     It  has  been  adopted  in  the  American  law  (gr),  but  was 


(o)  Wilkinson  v.  Fraser^  4  Esp. 
182,  3  Ross  L.  C.  453. 

(b)  Benjamin  v.  Porteous,  2  H. 
Blackst.  690 ;  Dry  v.  Boswell,  1  Camp. 
330,  3  Rofis  L.  C.  456. 

(c)  Mair  v.  Glennie,  4  Maule  and 
Be\w,  239.  See  Story  on  Partnerehip, 
chap.  iy. ;  see  also  Bellas  Prin.  363-4. 

(«0  Waugh  v.  Carver,  2  H.  Blackst. 
236 ;  ex  parte  Dighy,  1  Deac.  341 ;  re 
Colheck,  Buck  48 ;  ex  parte  Hamper y 


17  Ves.  412 ;  Barry  v.  Nesham,  3  C.  B. 
641. 

(e)  Logy  v.  Durham,  1697,  M.  14566 ; 
Kinnear  v.  Cunningham,  1766,  2  Paton 
114 ;  APLeod  v.  Howden,  1889,  1  D. 
1121 ;  M'Kinlay  v.  GiUon,  1830,  9  S. 
90,  aff.  5  W.  and  S.  468.  See  Bell's 
Com.  ii.  623,  and  Prin.  363-4. 

(/)  See  Lindley,  p.  36. 

(g)  Story  on  Partner,  pp.  46  et  seq. 
It  does  not  Bccm  to  have  been  carried 
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unknown  to  the  civilians,  and  does  not  appear  to  have  found  its 
way  into  any  continental  code  (a). 

More  recently,  the  liability  of  persons  not  partners,  or  not  Agency. 
proved  to  be  partners,  to  be  made  responsible  for  company  obliga- 
tions, has  in  cases  such  as  those  we  have  just  been  considering, 
been  referred  to  the  doctrine  of  agency,  express  or  implied,  rather 
than  to  that  of  sharing  profits.  And  this  view  certainly  appears  more 
intelligible  in  itself,  and  more  in  consonance  with  legal  principle. 

In  the  late  case  of  Cox  v.  Hickman  (6),  Lord  Cranworth  stated:  l^ord  Omp- 

^  vroTVm  dictum. 

*  It  is  often  said  that  the  test,  or  one  of  the  tests,  whether  a  person 
not  ostensibly  a  partner,  is  nevertheless,  in  contemplation  of  law,  a 
partner,  is  whether  he  is  entitled  to  participation  in  the  profits. 
This  no  doubt  is,  in  general,  a  sufiiciently  accurate  test ;  for  a  right 
to  participate  in  profits  affords  cogent,  often  conclusive  evidence, 
that  the  trade  in  which  the  profits  have  been  made  was  carried  on 
in  part  for,  or  on  behalf  of,  the  person  setting  up  such  claim. 
But  the  real  ground  of  liability  is,  that  the  trade  has  been  carried 
on  by  persons  acting  on  his  behalf.  When  that  is  the  case,  he  is 
liable  to  the  trade  obligations,  and  entitled  to  its  profits,  or  to  a 
share  of  them.  It  is  not  strictly  correct  to  say,  that  his  right  to 
share  in  the  profits  makes  him  liable  to  the  debts  of  the  trade. 
The  correct  mode  of  stating  the  proposition  is  to  say,  that  the  same 
thing  which  entitles  him  to  the  one  makes  him  liable  to  the  other, 
— namely,  the  fact  that  the  trade  has  been  carried  on  in  his  behalf, 
M.  that  he  stood  in  the  relation  of  principal  towards  the  persons 
acting  ostensibly  as  the  tradei*s,  by  whom  the  liabilities  have  been 
incurred,  and  under  whose  management  the  profits  have  been 
made.'  Lord  Cranworth  then  took  occasion  to  review  some  of  the 
more  important  decisions  which  have  already  been  referred  to,  and 
in  relation  to  them  observed :  ^  I  can  find  no  case  in  which  a  person  ^ 

has  been  made  liable  as  a  dormant  or  sleeping  partner,  where  the 
trade  might  not  fairly  be  said  to  have  been  carried  on  for  him, 

80  far  in  America  as  in  England.     By  torn.  xvii.  de  Societd^  n.  332 ;  Duvergier, 

means  of  legal  snbtleties,  its  operation  Droit  Civil  Franc,  torn.  xv.  n.  45 ;  Yoet. 

has  been  apparently  confined  under  ad  Pand.  lib.  xvii.  t.  2,  b.  2 ;  Pardessus, 

that  syBtem.  Droit  Comm.  torn.  iv.  n.  969,  and  torn. 

{a)  Dig.  1.  xvii.  t.  2, 1.  34 ;  Pothier,  ii.  506. 

Pand.  lib.  xvii.  t.  2,  n.  4,  Id.  Tr.  de  &)-  (h)  8  House  of  Lords  Ciises  309. 
dete,  n.  13 ;  Dnranton,  Droit  Franc. 
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together  with  those  ostensibly  conducting  it,  and  where,  therefore, 
he  would  stand  in  the  position  of  principal  towards  the  ostensible 
members  of  the  firm  as  his  agents.' 
Lord  Wens-  Lord  Wenslevdale  adopted  the  same  view;  and  after  stating  that 

leydale'b  , 

dictum.  partnership  was  merely  a  branch  of  the  law  of  principal  and  agent, 

and  that  it  would  tend  to  simplify  and  make  more  easy  of  solution 
the  questions  which  arise  on  this  subject,  if  this  true  principle  were 
more  constantly  kept  in  view,  he  proceeded  to  say :  ^  A  man  who 
allows  another  to  carry  on  trade,  whether  in  his  own  name  or  not, 
to  buy  and  sell,  and  to  pay  over  all  the  profits  to  him,  is  undoubtedly 
the  principal,  and  the  person  so  employed  is  the  agent ;  and  the 
principal  is  liable  for  the  agent's  contracts  in  the  course  of  his  em- 
ployment. So,  if  two  or  more  agree  that  they  should  carry  on  a 
trade  and  share  the  profits  of  it,  each  is  a  principal,  and  each  is 
an  agent  for  the  other,  and  each  is  bound  by  the  other's  contract  in 
carrying  on  the  trade  as  much  as  a  single  principal  would  be  by  the 
act  of  an  agent  who  was  to  give  the  whole  of  the  profits  to  his 
employer.  Hence  it  becomes  a  test  of  the  liability  of  one  for  the 
contract  of  another,  that  he  is  to  receive  the  whole  or  a  part  of  the 
profits  arising  from  that  contract  by  virtue  of  the  agreement  made 
at  the  time  of  the  employment.  I  believe  this  is  the  true  principle 
of  partnership  liability.  Perhaps  the  maxim,  that  he  who  partakes 
the  advantage  ought  to  bear  the  loss,  often  stated  in  the  earlier 
cases  on  this  subject,  is  only  the  consequence,  not  the  cause,  why  a 
man  is  made  liable  as  a  partner.' 

Upon  the  principle  that  agency  is  in  such  cases  the  ground  of 
responsibility,  and  that  in  the  case  under  consideration  it  did  not 
exist,  the  House  of  Lords  reversed  the  judgment  of  the  Court  below. 
No  cases,  in  so  far  as  we  are  aware,  have  yet  occurred  in  which  this 
decision  has  been  either  followed  or  commented  on  ;  and  it  is  there- 
fore premature  to  speculate  on  its  probable  effect  on  this  branch  of 
the  law  of  partnership.  It  is,  however,  very  plain,  that  while  it 
professes  to  leave  intact  the  equity  of  the  former  decisions,  e.g. 
Waugh  v.  Carver^  Barry  v.  NisJuznij  etc.,  it  places  them  on  a  new 
foundation,  and  seems  to  inaugurate  a  principle  of  decision  which 
is  more  intelligible  in  itself,  and  less  likely  to  mislead  or  embarrass 
in  the  application,  than  the  old  doctrine  of  participation  in  nett 
profits  being  a  ground  of  liability  to  the  public.     It  cannot,  how- 
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ever,  escape  observation,  that  the  test  here  proposed  is  in  some 
respects  as  di£Scult  of  application  as  its  predecessors ;  that  agency 
is  often  as  much  a  result  as  a  proof  of  the  partnership  contract ; 
and  that  many  cases  may  be  figured,  in  which  agency,  so  far  from 
leading  to  the  inference  of  partnership  obligations,  can  only  be 
inferred  after  that  contract  has  been  established  from  other  con- 
siderations. 

Persons  may  also  incur  the  liabilities  of  partnership  by  what  is  Holding  out 
termed  ^holding  out  J  Here  persons  who  are  not  partners,  and 
who  may  not  be  entitled  to  share  profits,  or  to  exercise  any  of  the 
other  rights  of  the  partnership  relation,  render  themselves  liable  to 
creditors  of  a  company  or  firm,  by  reason  of  their  having,  prior  to 
the  contraction  of  the  debt  for  which  they  are  responsible,  held 
themselves  out  as  partners,  that  is  to  say,  done  or  permitted  some- 
thing to  be  done,  which  naturally  led  to  the  conclusion  that  their 
credit  was  pledged  to  the  concern — that  they  were  its  guarantees, 
or  that  it  was  their  agent.  This  doctrine  is  indeed  a  necessary 
consequence  of  the  law  of  principal  and  agent,  whereby  if  any  man 
hold  out  another  as  his  agent,  he  is  bound  by  that  other's  acts 
within  the  sphere  of  the  agency.  It  is  also  a  consequence  of  the 
principle,  that  the  partners  are  guarantees  for  the  company  obliga- 
tions. The  public,  in  the  case  of  unregistered  companies,  have  no 
means  of  knowing  who  are  de  facto  partners — that  is  to  say,  whose 
credit  is  pledged  to  the  company — except  by  judging  from  appear- 
ances ;  and  they  are  therefore  entitled  to  assume  those  to  be  partners 
whose  conduct  plainly  leads  to  that  conclusion. 

The  doctrine  in  question  is  thus  a  necessary  consequence  of  the 
theory  of  private  partnerships  and  common  law  companies,  in  which 
the  credit  of  the  concern  depends  on  implied  agency  and  implied 
guarantee,  as  opposed  to  the  property  of  a  corporation  or  the  gua- 
rantee of  a  registered  company.  It  would  consequently  seem,  that 
while  it  is  essential  to  the  existence  of  common  law  partnerships, 
it  is  inapplicable  in  the  case  of  such  associations  as  are  formed  by 
registration,  by  charter,  or  by  special  act. 

The  leading  case  in  support  of  the  doctrine  of  liability  by  hold-  Waugk  v. 
ing  out  is  Waugh  v.  Carver  (a).     In  this  case  the  law  is  very  clearly     ""'^* 

(a)  2  H.  Blackstone  235 ;  3  Roes  L.  G.      parte  Matthews,  3  V.  and  B.  125 ;  Ed- 
426  ;  ex  parte  Watson,  19  Ves.  461 ;  ex      mundson  v.  Thompson,  2  Fob.  and  Fin. 
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Use  of  a 
party's  name. 


Party's  name 
must  have 
been  the 
ground  of 
credit 


stated  by  C.  J.  Eyre,  and  it  has  always  been  regarded  as  an  autho- 
rity in  this  country  as  well  as  in  England.  In  the  late  case  of  Cox 
V.  Hickman^  already  referred  to,  the  House  of  Lords  took  occasion 
to  revert  to  the  grounds  of  the  decision  in  Waugh  v.  Carvevj  and 
the  judgment  of  Lord  Cranw^orth  may  be  read  with  great  advan- 
tage (a). 

It  is  of  no  importance  to  the  question  of  liability  on  this  ground, 
whether  the  party,  holding  himself  out  as  a  partner,  does  or  does 
not  share  profits  and  losses ;  for  the  point  is  not  whether  he  is  (2^ 
facto  a  partner,  but  whether  he  has  so  acted  as  to  lead  others  to 
that  conclusion  (6),  or  in  other  words,  whether  he  is  by  his  conduct 
estopped  from  pleading  that  he  is  not  a  partner  (c).  It  has  there- 
fore been  held  sufficient  that  the  party  has  allowed  his  name  to  be 
kept  on- bills  of  parcels,  or  invoices,  or  to  remain  over  the  door  (d). 

If  a  party's  name  has  been  introduced  into  a  firm  without  his 
consent,  he  ought  to  take  immediate  steps  to  get  it  withdrawn,  or 
otherwise  to  certiorate  the  public  that  he  is  not  a  partner ;  for  if  he 
remain  silent,  and  it  can  be  proved  that  he  knew  that  his  name  was 
used  in  this  manner,  he  may  be  found  responsible  as  a  partner  («). 

But  inasmuch  as  the  ground  of  liability  is,  that  credit  has  been 
obtained  by  means  of  the  party's  name,  it  is  necessary  that  the 
holding  out  shall  have  taken  place,  and  that  the  creditor  shall  have 
been  in  the  knowledge  thereof  prior  to  his  entering  into  the  con- 
tract sued  upon,  otherwise  it  could  not  be  said  that  he  had  been 
misled  by  the  conduct  of  the  supposed  paitner.  See  the  judgment 
of  Mr  Justice  Park  in  Dickenson  v.  Valpy  (/),  Vice  v.  Anson  {g)y  and 
the  other  cases  quoted  below.  It  is  the  more  necessary  to  attend  to 
tliis  important  element  by  which  the  liability  of  alleged  partners  is 
ascertaLed  and  Umited,  inasmuch  as  it  is  apparently  i^ored  in  many 
treatises  on  partnership  law.  By  parity  of  reasoning,  it  should  seem 
that  where  a  party's  name  appears  in  a  firm  as  a  partner,  but  when 


564;  Kirkwood  v.  Cheetham,  10  W.  R. 
670,  Ex. ;  2  Fob.  and  Fin.  798 ;  Gard- 
ner, 1862,  24  D.  316. 

(a)  8  House  of  Lords  Gases  809. 

(6)  Ex  parte  Watson,  supra, 

(c)  Pickard  v.  Sears,  6  A.  and  E. 
469 ;  Freeman  v.  Cooke,  2  Ex.  654. 

(d)  Williams  v.  Keats,  2  Starkie  290. 


(c)  Gardner,  1862,  24  D.  316. 

(/)  10  B.  and  C.  140 ;  8  Ross  L. 
C.  670. 

(g)  7  B.  and  C.  409.  Baird  v. 
Planque,  1  Fos.  and  Fin.  344  ;  Fox  v. 
Cli/ton,  6  Bing.  776 ;  Pott  t.  Eyton, 
3  C.  B.  32;  Newsome  v.  Coles,  2 
Camp.  617,  3  Roes  L.  C.  634. 
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by  a  private  stipalation  he  is  declared  not  to  be  liable  as  such  in 
a  question  inter  socios^  he  does  not  incur  liability  to  tliird  parties 
who,  when  the  debt  was  contracted,  were  aware  of  this  stipulation  ; 
and  it  appears  to  have  been  so  held  in  the  case  of  Alderson  v. 
Pope  (a).  But  there  are  good  reasons  to  doubt  the  soundness  of 
this  principle,  both  as  giving  facilities  to  the  establishment  of  false 
credit,  and  because  such  a  stipulation  would  after  all  amount  to 
nothing  more  than  a  guarantee  against  loss  in  favour  of  one  partner 
by  the  others. 

It  is  no  defence  afi^ainst  an  action  on  the  £TOund  of  liability  ^r&ud  by  third 

°  *^  •'     persons  no 

from  holding  out,  that  the  defender  was  induced  so  to  do  by  the  ground  of 

,  ,  estoppel. 

fraudulent  representations  of  parties  other  than  the  pursuer  (b). 

The  doctrine  of  liability  by  holding  out  has  never  been  under-  Holding  out 
stood  so  as  to  render  the  estate  of  a  deceased  partner  liable  for  debts  after  death. 
contracted  subsequent  to  his  death  by  the  surviving  members  of  the 
firm,  even  to  old  correspondents  or  customers,  on  the  ground  that 
his  name  was  still  allowed  to  remain  in  the  concern.  The  reason 
of  this  is,  that  death,  as  we  shall  afterwards  see,  operates  of  itself 
as  a  dissolution  of  the  partnership,  and  is  a  public  fact  requiring 
no  intimation,  and  that  the  continuance  of  the  name  cannot  be  pre- 
sumed to  be  the  act  either  of  the  deceased  or  liis  representatives  (c). 
If,  however,  the  name  of  the  deceased  partner  be  continued  in  the 
firm  by  his  executor,  the  estate  will  be  bound,  and  the  executor  will 
render  himself  liable  to  the  beneficiaries  (cZ). 

As  persons  intimating:  an  intention  to  become  partners  are  not  Holding  out, 

*  ,      ,  ,  ,  *8  intending 

taken  to  be  such  until  their  intention  has  given  place  to  perform-  partner,  not 

^  ^  .  .         enough. 

ance,  so  neither  do  those  who  hold  themselves  out  as  intending 
partners  incur  the  liability  which  would  attach  to  them  if  they  held 
themselves  out  as  partners  de  facto.  Thus,  one  who  had  signed 
the  prospectus  of  a  contemplated  company  was  found  not  liable  as 
though  he  had  held  himself  out  as  a  partner  (e). 

(a)  1  Camp.  404,  note.  207 ;   Christie  v.  Royal  Bank,  1841, 

(6)  WaUon  v.  Smith,  17  Dec.  1806,  2  Rob.   118  ;    Warner   v.    Cunning- 

Hume    756.      See   also  the   English  ham,  24  June  1798,  M.  14603,  3  Dow. 

cases  of  ElUs  v.  Smoeck,  5  Bing.  521 ;  76. 

ex  parte  Broome,  1  Rose  69.  ((l)  VulUaniy  v.  Noble,  3  Mer.  614. 

(c)  Wehater  v.  Webster,  3  Swanst.  («;)  Bourne  v.  Freetli,  9  B.  and  C. 

490 ;  Devaynes  v.  Noble^  1  Mer.  616.  632  ;  Reynell  v.  Leujis,  15  M.  and  W. 

See  More's  Stair,  p.   102,   Lect.  ii.  517  ;  Wyld  v.  Hopkins,  ibid. 


60  QUASI  PARTNERSHIP.  [Book  I. 

EfiFects  of  As  in  proper  partnership  the  liability  of  the  individual  partners 

guarantee  for  companj  debts  rests  upon  the  two  principles  of  implied  mandate 
nereSp°e3tW."  ^^^  suretyship  existing  between  the  socii  in  virtue  of  the  contract 
itself,  so  in  like  manner  a  man  may  render  himself  liable  for  the 
acts  of  others  by  one  or  other  of  these  principles,  not  only  where 
he  is  not  a  partner,  and  where  he  has  never  held  himself  out  as  a 
partner,  but  where  no  partnership  has  yet  come  into  existence. 
Thus,  when  ^ promoters^  of  contemplated  companies  pass  resolutions 
that  work  is  to  be  done  or  goods  are  to  be  supplied,  they  become 
liable  for  all  expenses  that  may  thereby  accrue,  though  they  are  not 
partners,  and  though  the  company  should  never  have  any  being  (a). 
And  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  that  if  a  man  becomes  cautioner  for  a 
firm,  he  incurs  liability  though  ea  hypotliesi  he  is  not  a  partner,  nor 
presumed  to  be  such. 
Sub-partner-  I*  is  a  principle  of  the  law  of  partnership,  that  no  one  can  be 

ships.  introduced  into  a  copartnery  without  the  consent  of  all  the  members. 

Yet  there  may  be  a  contract  formed  with  one  of  the  partners  by 
which  a  stranger  is  admitted  to  divide  with  him  his  share  of  the 
profits.  The  relation  so  created  is  termed  a  sub-partnership,  and 
constitutes  a  binding  obligation.  But  it  does  not  make  the  stranger 
a  partner  with  the  other  members  of  the  concern,  according  to  the 
maxim  of  the  civil  law,  SociuB  mei  sociij  socius  mens  non  est  (b) ; 
neither  does  he  by  shariug  profits  become  liable  for  the  debts  of  the 
company  (c). 

(a)  Doubleday  v.  Musketty  7  Bing.  holm  y.  Marjorihanks^  M.  14558,  and 

110 ;  Braithwaite  v.  Skofield^  9  B.  and  Ross's  Le.  Ga.  697 ;  ex  parte  Barrow^ 

C.  401 ;  BurU  v.  Smith,  7  Bing.  705.  2  Rose  252,  per  Lord  Eldon ;  ex  parte 

{h)  Pothier,  Part.  sec.  91.  Dodgson,  Mont,  and  M^Ar.  445;  Bray 

(c)  See  Bell's  Mer.  Law  ii.  654 ;  v.  Fromont,  6  Madd.  5 ;   Killock  v. 

Lindley  52 ;   Ersk.  ill.  3,  21 ;   Fair-  Greg,  4  Russ.  285. 


[    61     ] 


CHAPTER    VII. 

DIFFERENCE  BETWEEN  A  FORMED  AND  A  CONTEMPLATED 

PARTNERSfflP. 

It  is  often  difficult  to  determine  whether  a  partnership  reallj  exists, 
or  is  only  contemplated.  In  such  cases,  it  is  important  to  distin- 
guish between  the  mere  indication  of  intention  to  enter  into  partner- 
ship, and  an  agreement  to  form  this  contract  on  the  emergence  of 
a  given  condition. 

Where  nothing  more  is  proved  but  intention,  it  is  in  the  power  Mere  iotention 
of  either  party  to  resile  before  perfectmg  the  contract  (a)  ;  and  in  complete  the 
like  manner,  where  a  party  agrees  to  enter  into  a  partnership  at  a 
future  period,  but  reserves  to  himself  the  option  of  departing  from 
this  agreement  before  elapse  of  the  stipulated  time,  no  partnership 
will  be  held  to  be  created,  if  in  the  interim  he  declare  that  he  has 
altered  his  intentions  (&).  Where  the  plaintiff  agreed  to  enter  into 
a  partnership  with  the  defendant,  as  to  the  working  of  a  patent, 
provided  he  should  be  satisfied  of  its  utility  by  the  result  of  later 
experiments,  which  satisfaction  he  was  to  declare  in  writing,  and  he 
never  expressed  such  satisfaction,  it  was  held  that  no  partnership 
had  been  constituted  (c).  Where,  again,  parties  agree  to  enter  into  AgreemeDt 
partnership  on  the  emergence  of  a  certain  condition,  and  retain  no 
option,  the  contract  will  be  held  perfected  by  the  mere  purification 
of  the  condition,  because  the  necessary  consent,  which  before  is 
supposed  to  be  suspended,  is  on  that  event  held  to  be  adhibited  (d). 
It  is  in  virtue  of  this  principle  that  allottees  of  scrip  in  companies 
to  be  incorporated  by  parliamentary  authority,  may  be  registered  by 

(a)JB<noeUY.Brodie^6Bmg,'^.C,44.  (c)    Osborne   v.  JuUion^   3    Drew 

(d)  Gabriel  ▼.  EvUl,  9  M.  and  W.  696. 

297 ;  ex  parte  Turquand^  2  M.  D.  and  (J)  Battley  y.  Letois^  1  Man.  and  Gr. 

De  G.  339.  155. 


Amei 

tuo  conditione. 
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Condition 
miut  be 
purified. 


Condition 
must  be  essen- 
tial 


Specified  pur- 
poses a  condi- 
tion of  the 
contract. 


the  company  as  shareholders  as  soon  as  the  special  act  is  obtained, 
not  only  without  their  knowledge,  but  even  against  their  express 
desire. 

But,  e  conversOy  it  is  equally  fixed  law,  that  until  the  condition  is 
purified,  no  partnership  is  constituted.  Thus  where  persons  associate 
with  the  view  of  forming  a  company  in  a  particular  manner,  as  by 
signing  articles  of  association,  or  obtaining  charter  or  special  act,  they 
are  not  held  to  be  partners  until  the  company  has  been  formed  in 
the  manner  contemplated.  Many  illustrations  of  this  will  be  found 
under  the  head  of  Promoters  (a).  In  like  manner,  when  it  plainly 
appears  that  the  company  was  not  to  commence  operations  until  a 
certain  amount  of  capital  had  been  subscribed,  the  subscribers  will 
not  be  held  bound  as  partners  if  the  company  start  before  obtaining 
subscriptions  to  the  stipulated  amount  (b).  Nor  will  it  make  any 
difference  that  the  subscribers  had  paid  deposits,  and  even  calls,  on 
the  shares  allotted  to  them ;  but  for  these  they  will  be  entitled  to 
an  action  of  repetition  (c).  In  such  cases,  however,  it  must  clearly 
appear  that  the  condition  was  of  the  essence  of  the  contract — a 
condition  precedent  to  the  formation  of  the  company.  If  this  is  not 
so,  the  non-purification  will  be  disregarded,  and  the  subscribers  held 
partners  (d).  The  same  result  will  follow  where  it  appears  that  the 
defender  has  expressly  or  by  implication  waived  the  non-implement 
of  the  condition  (e). 

Again,  when  persons  agree  to  become  members  of  a  company 
to  be  formed  for  certain  specific  purposes,  and  subject  to  certain 
regulations,  they  are  not  bound  to  take  shares  in  a  concern  formed 
for  different  purposes  or  with  a  different  system  of  management. 
In  such  a  case  an  important  condition  of  their  contract  has  not  been 


(a)  See  Reynell  v.  Lewis^  and  Wyld 
V.  Hopkins,  16  M.  and  W.  617 ;  Wood 
V.  Argyll,  6  Man.  and  Gr.  928 ;  Batard 
y,  Hawes,  and  Batard  v.  Douglas,  2  £. 
and  B.  287 ;  Forrester  v.  Bell^  10  Ir. 
Law  R.  666 ;  Hutton  v.  Thompson,  8 
House  of  Lords  Cases  161. 

(b)  Brown  v.  Fruth,  9  B.  and  C.  632 ; 
Vice  V.  Anson,  7  B.  and  C.  409. 

(c)  Fox  V.  Clifton,  6  Bing.  776, 
overruling  Perring  v.  Hone,  4  Bing. 
28 ;  Pitchford  v.  Davis,  6  M.  and  W.  2. 


(d)  Turnery,  MoUison,  80 May  1838, 
11  S.  669 ;  Caledonian  Dairy  Company 
V.  Campbell,  4  Feb.  1834,  12  S.  894 ; 
MacAlister  v.  Alexander,  2  June  1837, 
16  S.  1061,  aff.  7  May  1889,  M'L.  and 
Rob.  363. 

(«)  Tredwin  v.  Bourne,  6  M.  and  W. 
461 ;  Steigenberger  v.  Carr,  3  Man.  and 
Gr.  191 ;  London  and  Continental  In- 
surance Company  v.  Redgrave,  4  G. 
B.  N.  S.  624 ;  Peel  v.  Thomas,  16  C. 
B.  714. 
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purified  (a).  And  it  is  no  answer  that  deposits  have  been  paid  on 
the  allotted  shares,  unless  it  can  be  shown  that  the  defender  was  at 
the  time  aware  of  the  alteration  (b). 

It  frequently  forms  a  part  of  the  articles  of  copartnery  or  other  Prescribed 
document  by  which  the  partnership  is  regulated,  that  certain  con- 
ditions must  be  fulfilled,  or  certain  formalities  must  be  complied 
with,  before  a  person  can  be  made  a  partner  either  originally  or  by 
transfer  of  shares. 

In  such  cases  the  general  rule  of  course  requires  that  the  regu-  ^^^^  ^, 

^  ^  o       observed. 

lations  shall  be  observed ;  but  when  they  have  been  overlooked,  the 
Court  will  not  give  effect  to  their  non-observance  so  as  to  avoid  the 
contract  of  partnership,  unless  it  is  pleaded  at  the  instance  of  the 
party  for  whose  interest  and  behoof  they  had  been  framed  (c). 

When,  again,  the  party  interested  in  the  observance  of  the  Waiver, 
stipulated  conditions  or  formalities  has  waived  them  per  expresaum 
or  by  implication,  or  in  other  words,  where  such  party  has  homolo- 
gated the  irregularity,  the  objection  cannot  afterwards  be  taken  (d). 
But  such  conditions  or  formalities  will  be  very  strictly  enforced 
when  they  are  pleaded  by  the  party  for  whose  benefit  they  were 
framed,  and  whose  interest  is  affected  by  their  non-observance  (e). 


(a)  Ward  v.  Mathewn,  13  Feb. 
1829,  7  S.  409  ;  Learmonih  v.  Adams 
and  Co.,  23  June  1881,  9  S.  787; 
Blackburii's  case,  3  Drew  409. 

(6)  Ex  paru  Rye,  3  E.  Jur.  N.  8. 
460  ;  and  Fox  v.  Clifton,  6  Bing.  776 ; 
Galvanized  Iron  Co.  v.  Wutoby,  8 
Exch.  17. 

(c)  WeaiherJy  v.  TumbuU,  3  June 
1824, 3  S.  61 ;  and  East  Lothian  Bank 
T.  T\trTdnUl,  ibid.  63 ;  Macandrew  v. 


Robertson,  11  June  1828,  6  S.  960 ; 
Thomson  v.  Fullarton,  23  Dec.  1842,  6 
D.  379 ;  Robertson  v.  Thorn,  29  Dec. 
1848,  11  D.  353. 

(d)  TumbuU  Y.  Allan  and  Son,  1 
March  1833,  US.  487,  aff.  8  April 
1834,  7  W.  and  S.  281 ;  Drummond 
Y.  Thomson's  Trustees,  22  May  1834, 
12  S.  620. 

(e)  Sir  James  Gibson  Craig  v.  Aitken, 
3  Feb.  1848, 10  D.  576. 


[     64     ] 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


EVIDENCE    OP    PARTNERSHIP. 


Distinction 
between  evi- 
dence of  pro- 
per and  quasi 
partnersnip. 


We  have  already  endeavoured  to  show  what  in  law  will  be  deemed 
sufficient  to  establish  partnership  and  its  liabilities.  It  is  now  neces- 
sary to  consider  briefly  the  kind  of  evidence  which  is  admissible. 

Partnership  is  a  consensual  contract,  and  may  be  proved  prout 
de  jure ;  that  is  to  say,  if  the  statements  averred  be  relevant,  they 
may  be  proved  in  any  way  which  the  law  allows  to  prove  facts  and 
circumstances. 

In  considering  what  is  necessary  or  relevant  to  be  averred, 
regard  must  be  had  as  to  whether  the  action  is  brought  with  the 
view  of  establishing  actual  partnership  on  behalf  of  the  pursuer, 
or  whether  the  object  be  to  fix  responsibility  against  the  defender 
at  the  instance  of  some  third  party ;  in  other  words,  whether  actual 
or  merely  quasi  partnership  is  sought  to  be  made  out.  If  actual 
partnership  is  sought  to  be  established,  this  must  be  averred,  and 
the  proof  must  amount  either  to  a  distinct  contract  to  that  effect, 
or  at  least  to  an  agreement  to  share  profit  and  loss  in  some  specified 
business  or  sphere  of  action.  If,  again,  quasi  partnership,  or  in 
other  words,  responsibility  to  third  parties,  is  all  that  is  endeavoured 
to  be  made  out,  it  does  not  seem  necessary  in  every  case  to  libel  or 
prove  actual  partnership,  but  such  facts  and  circumstances  as  plainly 
infer  the  required  responsibility.  The  reason  of  this  difference  will 
appear  when  it  is  remembered  that  liability  to  third  parties  arises 
not  only  from  actual  partnership,  but  from  such  a  line  of  conduct 
on  the  part  of  the  defender  as  affects  the  fund  available  to  creditors, 
or  leads  them  to  contract  on  the  faith  of  his  credit  being  pledged 
to  the  concern — e.g.  sharing  of  profits,  agency,  or  holding  out  No 
doubt  there  are  cases  in  which  a  latent  partner  who  has  not  as  yet 
shared  profits,  and  whose  existence  was  not  known  at  the  date  of 
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the  contract,  can  only  be  made  responsible  by  proving  him  to  have 
been  an  actual  partner.  When  such  is  the  case,  actual  partnership 
must  be  libelled  and  proved. 

Documentarv  evidence,  when  it  can  be  obtained,  is  undoubtedly  Documentary 

*  ,  -         ,  evidonce. 

the  best ;  e,g,  written  contracts,  prospectuses,  advertisements,  cor- 
respondence, office-books,  registers,  and  the  like,  whose  meaning  is 
unequivocal,  and  which  are  either  properly  attested,  validated  rei 
interventUy  or  connected  with  the  alleged  partner  in  an  unmistake- 
able  manner.  In  the  absence  of  or  in  supplement  of  such  evidence, 
the  testimony  of  clerks,  agents,  servants,  strangers,  or  of  the  alleged 
copartners  themselves,  may  be  resorted  to. 

It  must  be  observed,  however,  that  the  statements,  acts,  or  Admissions. 
admissions  of  the  alleged  copartners  stand  in  a  very  different  posi- 
tion from  their  evidence  on  oath.  It  is  only  after  the  trial  has 
proceeded  so  far  that  the  pursuer  has  made  out  a  prima  facie  case, 
or  has  at  least  shifted  the  onus  probandiy  that  these  adminicles  of 
evidence  are  admissible  (a). 

Admissions  by  the  defender  are  entitled  to  great  weight,  and 
are  often  conclusive  (b)  ;  yet  their  effect  may  be  entirely  taken  off 
if  it  can  be  shown  that  they  were  made  under  a  misapprehension, 
or  have  been  misconstrued  (c). 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  observe,  that  a  witness  cannot  be  asked 
whether  he  believes  that  a  partnership  exists ;  he  must  give  facts  and 
circumstances  from  which  the  jury  may  draw  that  inference  (d). 

In  conclusion,  it  may  be  observed  that  the  question  of  what 
evidence  is  admissible  to  prove  partnership  must  be  solved  by  the 
common  rules  of  evidence  as  applied  in  the  investigation  of  any 
matter  of  fact ;  since,  according  to  the  law  of  Scotland,  it  is  one 
of  those  contracts  in  which  the  proof  is  unfettered  by  special  rules. 
As,  however,  it  may  be  useful  to  the  practitioner  to  have  before 


(a)  SmWi  v.  Puller,  1820,  2  Mur 
342 ;  Norton  y.  Seymour,  3  C.  B.  792 
NichoUs   V.   Dowding,  1   Stark.   81 
Campbell  v.  Macfarlane,  1840,  2  D 
663,  M'F.  200 ;  Dickson  on  Ev.  sec 


(c)  Vice  V.  Anson,  7  B.  and  C.  409 ; 
Ridgway  v.  Phillip,  1  Cr.  M.  and  R. 
415  ;  Brockbank  v.  Anderson,  7  Man. 
and  Gr.  295 ;  Smith  v.  Puller,  1820, 
2  Murray    342 ;    Venables  v.    Wood, 


1465  ;  2  BeU's  Com.  399,  n.  4.  1838,  M*F.  44. 

(b)  Clay  V.  Langslow,  1  Moo.  and  (d)  Chatto  and  Co,  v.  Pyper,  1827, 

Mai.  45.  4  Mur.  354. 

E 
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him  the  kind  of  evidence  which  has  been  given  effect  to  in  our 
courts,  the  following  lists  of  the  more  important  cases  have  been 
prepared : — 

Cases  in  which  actual  partnership  was  sought  to  be  proved : — 
Cunningham  y.  KinneaVj  1764,  H.  of  L.  1765,  2  Pat.  App.  114 ; 
Mack  V.  Clelandj  1832,  10  S.  851 ;  M^Taggarfs  Representatives^ 
1834,  12  S.  338  ;  Fergusson  v.  Grahame,  1836,  14  S.  871 ;  Fraser 
V.  Hair,  1848,  10  D.  1402  ;  Fraser  v.  Hilly  1854,  16  D.  789. 

Cases  in  which  partnership  as  regards  third  parties  was  sought 
to  be  proved: — Wilkie  v.  Johnstonej  1808,  5  Paton's  App.  191; 
Sawers  v.  Tradeston,  1815,  18  F.  C.  233 ;  Smith  v.  Pullery  1820, 
2  Mur.  342 ;  Learmonth  and  Co,y  1825,  1  S.  App.  481 ;  Logan  v. 
Brown,  1824,  3  S.  12 ;  M'Kinlay  v.  Gillon,  1830,  9  S.  90,  aff. 
1831,  5  W.  and  S.  468 ;  Dundee  Ra.  Co.y  1832,  10  S.  269 ; 
Wright  V.  Arthur,  1832,  11  S.  212  ;  Venables  v.  Wood,  1838,  MT. 
44,  and  1839,  1  D.  659 ;  Boater  v.  Aitchison,  1841,  3  D.  391 ; 
Blackwood  v.  Hay,  1858,  20  D.  631 ;  Aberdeen  Bank  v.  Clark, 
1859,  22  D.  44. 


[    67    ] 


CHAPTER  IX. 

DIFFERENT  KINDS  OP  PARTNERS, 

« 

« 

It  is  usual,  in  treatises  on  partnership  law,  to  make  use  of  certain 
phrases  in  order  to  distinguish  from  each  other  the  different  kinds 
of  partners.  These  phrases  will  be  here  enumerated  and  explained 
as  they  are  generally  understood. 

1.  Active  or  managing  partners  are   such  as  are  in  reality  Active  part- 
members  of  the  firm,  and  act  both  as  its  agents  and  sureties.    They  "*"• 

are  also  sometimes  styled  ostensible  partners;  but  this  phrase  is 
ambiguous,  as  it  is  often  used  to  indicate  nominal  partners. 

2.  Nominal  partners  are  they  who  appear  or  are  held  out  to  the  Nominal 

...  partners. 

world  as  partners,  but  who  have  no  real  interest  in  the  business. 

3.  Dormant  or  sleeping  partners  are  properly  such  as,  whether  Dormant 
known  or  unknown,  have  no  power  of  agency  to  bind  the  firm ; 

but,  while  liable  for  its  obligations  and  entitled  to  share  profits, 
are  passive  as  to  its  management.  The  phrase  is  often,  however, 
used  in  the  sense  of  latent  or  q^u^si  partners. 

4.  Latent  partners,  sometimes  also  called  secret  or  silent  part-  Latent  part- 
ners, are  persons  whose  existence  as  partners  is  not  known  to  the 

world ;  but  who,  sharing  profits,  are  either  de  facto  partners,  or  are 
liable  to  the  world  as  though  they  were.  Generally  speaking,  latent 
partners  take  as  much  share  in  the  conduct  of  the  concern  as  they 
whose  names  appear  in  the  firm. 

5.  Quasi  partners,  or  partners  as  to  the  world,  are  such  as,  not  C2tM»«  partners. 
being  partners  inter  socios, — that  is,  partners  in  the  proper  sense  of 

the  word, — are  nevertheless  liable  for  the  company  obligations  by 
reason  of  something  which  they  have  done,  or  permitted  to  be  done. 

This  terminology  is  useful  as  conducing  to  brevity  of  expres-  imperfection 
sion;  but  the  phrases  employed  are  not  in  themselves  the  most  oiogy. 
felicitous  to  express  the  true  import  of  the  legal  relations  in  wliich 
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the  various  classes  of  partners  stand  to  themselves  and  the  public ; 
and,  what  is  still  more  to  be  regretted,  they  have  never  been  defined 
with  any  accuracy,  and  are  used  in  very  different  senses  by  different 
writers.  In  these  circumstances,  little  use  will  be  made  of  them  in 
the  present  treatise ;  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  explanation  given  will 
be  sufficient  to  render  their  meaning,  when  they  do  occur  elsewhere, 
intelligible. 
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CHAPTER   X. 

PUBLIC   COMPANIES. 
FBELIMINABIES  TO  FOBMATION, 

Common  law  companies  are  fonned  in  the  same  way  as  partner-  Formation  of 

,  rr»-...  .  common  law 

snips,  VIZ.  by  agreement.  To  this  writing  is  not  an  essential;  companies. 
they  may  be  proved  rebus  ipsis  et  factia.  In  the  general  case, 
however,  the  company  is  formed  by  means  of  a  deed,  styled  com- 
pany articles,  articles  of  association,  deed  of  settlement,  etc.  This 
instrument  is  signed  by  all  the  members,  and  is  supposed  to  contain 
the  constitution  of  the  company. 

Incorporated  companies  are  formed  by  their  charter,  special  ^^^^'^'^ted 
act,  or  by  registration;  and  until  these  have  been  obtained,  the  ^mpames. 
company  does  not  come  into  existence. 

Before,  however,  a  public  company  is  formed,  whether  it  be 
a  common  law  company,  a  company  privileged  by  letters  patent, 
or  incorporated  by  charter,  special  act,  or  registration,  a  good  deal 
of  procedure  takes  place,  which  may  be  called  preliminaries  to 
formation. 

When  a  company  is  projected,  its  promoters  generally  endeavour  Prospectus. 
to  obtain  support  by  publishing  to  the  world  in  as  favourable  a 
manner  as  possible  the  nature  of  the  proposed  undertaking,  the 
amount  of  capital  required,  the  number  of  shares,  and  the  return 
which  the  shareholders  may  expect  from  their  contributions.  This 
is  ordinarily  done  by  means  of  advertisement,  circulars,  preliminary 
notices,  etc.,  but  principally  by  issuing  a  prospectus,  which  may  be 
regarded  as  containing  the  terms  upon  which  the  promoters  agree 
to  contract  with  the  public.  Those  who  desire  to  support  the 
undertaking,  request  the  managers  to  allot  them  a  certain  number 
of  shares,  and  sign  the  application,  which  is  generally  in  a  printed 
form.     . 
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Letter  of 
allotment. 


Suspensive 
conditions. 


Scrip-oerti- 
licate. 


If  the  company  be  already  formed  before  the  prospectus  has 
been  issued,  as  was  often  the  case  with  common  law  companies, 
and  is  almost  always  now  with  registered  companies,  and  if  the 
applicant  receive  a  letter  of  allotment  imposing  no  new  condition, 
and  leaving  nothing  open  for  future  acceptance  or  rejection,  the 
application  on  the  one  hand  and  the  allotment  on  the  other  form  a 
contract  based  on  the  prospectus,  and  the  applicant  is  converted 
into  the  shareholder  (a).  If,  however,  the  letter  of  allotment  be 
not  a  simple  acceptance  of  the  application,  but  something  more, 
something  less,  or  something  different,  it  is  a  new  offer  which  the 
applicant  may  either  accept  or  decline  (b).  An  offer  not  accepted 
within  a  reasonable  time  is  held  as  declined  (c). 

If  again  it  appear  from  the  prospectus,  or  be  otherwise  proved 
to  be  the  intention  of  the  promoters,  that  the  company  shall  not  be 
formed  until  something  which  yet  remains  to  be  done  shall  have 
been  accomplished,  the  acceptance,  which  in  that  case  is  svh  con- 
ditioner does  not  create  partnership  until  the  condition  has  been 
purified.  Thus,  in  common  law  companies,  it  has  often  been 
made  a  suspensive  condition,  that  a  certain  amount  of  capital  shall 
be  subscribed,  certain  inventions  found  workable,  or  that  certain 
advantages  shall  be  secured  before  the  company  is  formed;  and 
in  undertakings  requiring  privileges,  it  is  often  conditioned  that 
the  association  shall  be  formed  under  royal  charter  or  special  act. 

In  such  cases  the  applicant  generally  receives  an  acknowledg- 
ment, usually  termed  a  scrip-certificate,  to  the  effect  that  he  is 
entitled  to  receive  a  certain  number  of  shares  when  the  company 
has  been  duly  formed.  This  certificate  does  not  constitute  the 
holder  a  partner  in  the  company,  but  creates  a  right  to  acquire, 
and  an  obligation  to  take,  a  certain  number  of  shares  (d) ;  so  that 
when  the  company  is  formed,  he  may  compel  it  to  receive  him  as  a 
shareholder,  and  it  may  render  him  such  against  his  will  (e). 

Scrip-certificates,  when  stamped,  are  transferable  by  mere  de- 
livery, and  seem  to  require  no  indorsement.     They  therefore  often 


(a)  PuUford  v.  Richards,  17  Beav. 
87  ;  Jennings  v.  Broughton,  ibid. 
234. 

(6)  Fox  v.  Clifton,  6  Ring.  776 ; 
ex  parU  Rye,  3  E.  Jur.  N.  S.  460 ; 
Duke  V.  Andrews^  2  Ex.  290. 


(c)  Carnmhael,  17  Sim.  163; 
Mathew,  3  De  G.  and  S.  234. 

(d)  Jackson  v.  Cocker,  4  Beav.  59. 

(e)  Kidwelly  Canal  Co.,  2  Price  93 ; 
Midland  Great  Western  Rati.  Co.,  16 
M.  and  W.  804. 
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pass  through  many  hands  before  the  company  has  obtained  its 
special  act,  or  has  otherwise  been  formed  (a). 

When  this  takes  place,  the  company  may  register  the  original  ^^^'^^^'^ 
allottee,  if  the  scrip-transferree  does  not  come  forward  (b) ;  and 
whether  he  does  so  or  not,  the  company  are  entitled  to  register  the 
original  allottee,  if  they  are  not  satisfied  with  the  solvency  of  the 
scrip-transferree.  For  the  contract  was  made  with  the  allottee,  and 
the  company  were  not  parties  to  the  subsequent  transferences  (c). 
The  company,  moreover,  may  register  the  scripholders  who  present 
themselves,  without  inquiring  whether  they  are  allottees  or  trans- 
ferrees  (d).  If,  however,  after  transfer  of  scrip,  the  original 
allottee  be  registered  without  the  consent  of  the  scrip-transferree, 
he  becomes  a  trustee  for  the  latter,  and  accountable  to  him  for 
the  proceeds  of  the  shares  (e).  If  the  company  register  the  scrip- 
transferree,  they  thereby  pass  from  all  claims  against  the  original 
allottee  (/). 

Scripholders  are  in  no  sense  of  the  word  copartners,  any  more  Scnpboiders 
than  promoters  are ;  yet  the  possession  of  the  scrip-certificates 
vests  the  holders  with  certain  rights.  Thus  they  may  apply  to 
the  Court  to  interdict  the  promoters  from  misapplying  the  funds 
of  the  concern  (g);  and  where  the  company  is  wound  up  as 
abortive,  the  scripholders  have  been  found  entitled  to  share  the 
dividend  (A). 

The  issuing  of  scrip-certificates,  however  convenient  for  some  Disuse  of  the 
pmposes,  is  attended  with  many  disadvantages,  and  has  often  ^r"^"' 
given  occasion  to  fraudulent  transactions.      It  has  accordingly 
very  much  fallen  into  disuse.    In  the  case  of  railway  companies  Subscribers' 
and  other  associations  formed  by  special  act,  the  procedure  for 
formation  now  generally  begins  by  an  agreement,  popularly  called 
a  subscribers'  contract,  which  is  drawn  up  by  the  promoters,  and 

(a)  Hodges  123.  (e)  Ixivder  v.  Orr  and  Others,  1853, 

(6)  East  Lothian  Rail  Co.  v.  Peffers,  15  D.  670  ;  Beckett  v.  BUborough,  8 

1849,  11  D.  1184.  Hare  188. 

(c)  Ross  V.  East  Lothian  Rail.  Co.,  (/)  Bunten  v.  Barclay,  1854,  16  D. 
1848,  10  D.  1284;  Midland  G.    W.  1002. 

Rail,  6  RaiL  Cases  76.  (g)  Bagshaw  v.  East  Union  Rail. 

(d)  Birmingham  and  Thames  Rail.      Co.,  7  Hare  114. 

Co.,  1  Q.  B.  256 ;  Lauder  v.  Or  and  (A)  Madrid  and  Valencia  Rail.  Co., 

Others,  1853,  15  D.  670;  Edin.  and      16  E.  Jur.  809. 
Leith  R.  Co.  V.  Manson,  1842,4  D.  865. 
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ConditioDB  of 
contract  must 
be  fulfilled  by 
the  company. 


This  some- 
times waived 
in  the  contract 


Effect  of 
special  act 


subscribed  by  such  persons  as  agree  to  become  shareholders  when 
the  special  act  has  been  obtained.  This  agreement  contains  a 
statement  of  the  nature  of  the  undertaking,  the  amount  of  con- 
templated capital,  and  the  number  of  proposed  shares.  It  also 
generally  contains  the  appointment  of  a  managing  committee  or 
other  oflSce-bearers  ad  interim^  a  law-agent,  engineer,  etc.  No 
scrip-certificates  are  issued,  the  only  evidence  of  being  entitled  to 
receive  shares  being  the  entry  to  that  effect  in  the  deed  of  agree- 
ment. 

When  the  special  act  has  been  obtained,  the  subscribers  to  the 
agreement  become  shareholders  by  being  registered ;  the  subscrip- 
tion to  the  agreement  in  this  case  creating  a*contract,  by  virtue  of 
which  both  the  intending  shareholder  and  the  company  can  compel 
registration. 

But  it  must  be  observed,  that  the  power  of  the  company  to 
compel  registration  of  scripholders,  allottees,  or  subscribers,  rests 
entirely  on  the  contract,  however  entered  into,  whereby  the  appli- 
cant undertook  to  accept  of  so  many  shares  in  a  company  created 
for  certain  purposes,  and  of  a  certain  description.  Any  change, 
therefore,  in  the  objects  or  character  of  the  company,  by  which  it 
is  made  to  differ  in  essentials  from  that  projected,  and  in  reference 
to  which  the  contract  was  made,  will  deprive  the  company  of  the 
power  to  enforce  registration  (a). 

But  from  necessity,  or  expediency,  the  subscribers  to  under- 
takings which  are  to  be  formed  imder  charter  or  special  act  gene- 
rally confer  great  powers  on  the  promoters  to  alter  or  modify  the 
scheme,  to  meet  the  views  of  the  Ci'own  or  the  Legislature ;  so  that, 
though  the  company,  when  incorporated,  may  greatly  differ  from 
the  original  conception,  the  subscribers  can  seldom  take  advantage 
of  this  circumstance  to  escape  from  being  registered  as  share- 
holders (6). 

Sometimes  it  happens  that  the  special  act  renders  persons 
nominative  shareholders  in  a  company  which  is  essentially  different 


(a)  Duke  v.  Andrews^  2  Ex.  290; 
Fox  v.  Clifton^  6  Bing.  776 ;  ex  parte 
Rye,  3  E.  Jur.  N.  S.  460;  Galvanized 
Iron  Co.  V.  Westoby,  8  Ex.  17 ;  Sclan- 
dersY,  Kennedy,  ISSS,  11  S.  279;  Lear- 
month  V.  Adams  and  Co.,  1831, 9  S.787. 


(h)  Fife  and  Kinross  Ra.  Co.  v. 
Gentle,  1861,  23  D.  891 ;  Midland  R. 
Co.,  16  M.  and  W.  804,  and  5  Ra. 
Ca.  76 ;  Nixon  v.  Brownlow,  2  H.  and 
N.  456 ;  Norman  v.  Mitchell,  5  De  G. 
M.  and  G.  648. 
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from  that  contemplated  in  the  prospectus^  or  that  they  had  cove- 
nanted to  join.  There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  remedy  short  of 
a  new  application  to  the  Legislature  in  such  a  case  (a). 

It  must  be  observed,  moreover,  that  in  all  cases  where  a  sub- 
scriber seeks  to  be  relieved  from  his  liability  to  be  made  a  share- 
holder on  the  ground  that  some  condition  has  not  been  fulfilled,  or 
that  some  variance  exists  between  the  company  as  formed  and  that 
contemplated  at  the  time  of  his  subscription,  he  must  show  that  the 
condition  or  variance  is  of  substantial  importance,  and  touches  the 
essence  of  the  contract  (b). 

As  a  general  rule,  it  is  only  when  all  the  regulations  and  for-  To  convert  the 

,.  .  •Ill  '       •  P     t  11  subscriber  into 

mauties  required  by  the  constitution  of  the  company  have  been  thcBharo- 
fulfilled,  that  subscribers  are  to  be  deemed  shareholders.    Thus,  maiities  must 
where  in  a  common  law  company  it  is  a  condition  that  the  contract      ^    ^ 
or  articles  of  association  shall  be  signed  by  intending  partners,  the 
partnership  relation  is  not  formed  until  this  has  been  done  (c). 

This  rule,  however,  is  a  purely  equitable  one.     Hence  it  will  This  rale  must 
only  receive  effect  where  it  is  pleaded  by  the  party  for  whose  behoof  understood. 
the  formalities  alleged  to  have  been  disregarded  were  introduced  (df), 
though  in  such  a  case  its  enforcement  will  be  very  rigid  (e).    But 
it  cannot  be  taken  advantage  of  by  the  party  who  has  neglected  to 
observe  the  formalities,  whether  that  party  have  been  the  company  (/) 
or  the  alleged  partner  (c/).     It  is  in  virtue  of  this  principle  that  Wjiiver. 
companies  are  estopped  from  calling  in  question  transactions  by 
which  parties  have  been  entered  on  the  register  and  treated  as 

(a)  Reid  v.  Edinburgh  Gas  Light  Co.,  (d)  Weatherly  v.  TumbuU,  1824, 3  S. 

1823,  2  S.  257.    See  Kidwelly  Canal  61 ;   East  Lothian  Bank  v.  TumhuU, 

Co.^  2  Price  93 ;  Spademan  v.  Latti-  ibid.  63 ;    Mac  Andrew  v.   Robertson, 

mere,  3  Giff.  16 ;  Bo'ness  Canal  Co.  1828,  6  S.  950 ;  Thomson  v.  FuUarton, 

V.  M^ Alpine,  Fleming,  and  Co.,  1791,  1842,  5  D.  379;  Robertson  v.  Thorn, 

Home  751.  1848,  11  D.  353. 

(6)  Turner  v.  Mollison,  1833,  US.  (c)  Sir  James  Gibson  Craig  y.  Aitken, 

669  -,  Caledonian  Dairy  Co.  v.  Camp-  3  Feb.  1848,  10  D.  576. 

hell,  1834,  12  S.  394 ;  MacAUster  v.  (/)   Weatherly  y.  TumhuU,  1824,  3 

Alexander,  1831, 15  S.  1061,  aff.  7  May  S.  61  and  63;  Drummond  v.  Thomson's 

1839,  M'L.  and  Rob.  353.  Trust.,  1834,  12  S.  620. 

(c)  Ward  v.  Matheson,  1829,  7  S.  {g)  MacAndrew  v.  Robertson,  1828, 

409 ;  Learmonth  v.  Adams  and  Co.,  6  S.  950 ;  TumbuU  v.  AUan  and  Sons, 

1831,98.787;  New Bruw^wick R.  Co.y.  1833, 11  S.  487,  aff.  1834,  7  W.  S.  281. 

Muggeridge,  4  H.  and  N.  160.  See  Ifish  See  also  Sir  J.  Gibson  Craig  v.  Aitken, 

Peat  Co.  V.  Phillips,  1  B.  and  Sm.  598 ;  1848,  10  D.  576. 
Mossy.  Steam  Gondola  Co.,  17  C.  B.  180. 
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shareholders,  without  observance  of  the  proper  formalities,  when  it 
is  clear  that  these  formalities  have  been  waived  by  the  directors  (a). 
And,  in  like  manner,  a  party  who  has  by  his  conduct  evidently 
waived  the  formalities  required  according  to  the  constitution  of  the 
company  to  render  him  a  shareholder,  will  be  estopped  from  plead- 
ing such  irregularity,  either  when  sued  by  the  company  for  calls, 
or  sought  to  be  made  a  contributory  on  its  being  wound  up  (i). 

The  doctrines  by  which  persons  who  are  not  properly  members 
are  held  in  private  partnerships  to  be  liable  to  the  public  for  the 
liabilities  of  the  concern,  viz.  those  of  *  Iwlding  outy  implied  agency, 
sharing  profits,  all  of  which  are  generally  covered  by  the  phrase 
quasi  partnership,  have  little  or  no  application  in  public  companies. 

In  companies  formed  by  registration  under  the  Act  1862,  the 
names  of  the  members  originally  forming  the  company  appear  in 
the  memorandum  or  articles  of  association,  and  that  of  every  mem- 
ber for  the  time  being  appears  on  the  register  of  members  which 
the  company  is  required  to  keep.  In  companies  formed  under  the 
Letters  Patent  Act,  a  return  must  be  made  to  the  Lord  Clerk 
Eegister  or  his  deputy  of  the  names  of  all  the  members,  and  of 
such  changes  of  membership  as  occur.  In  chartered  companies, 
similar  means  are  always  provided  by  the  charter  for  ascertaining 
the  names  of  members ;  and  in  companies  formed  by  special  act, 
the  Companies  Clauses  Act  requires  that  a  register  of  shareholders  be 
kept,  from  which  it  may  appear  who  at  any  given  time  are  members. 

In  the  case,  again,  of  common  law  companies,  when  their  mem- 
bership was  numerous  enough  to  distinguish  them  from  private 
firms,  it  was  always  the  practice  to  provide  in  the  articles  of  asso- 
ciation or  deed  of  settlement  that  a  register  of  the  shareholders 
should  be  accurately  kept ;  and  in  the  few  cases  where  common 
law  companies  with  a  membership  not  exceeding  twenty  persons 
(beyond  which  they  are  illegal)  still  exist,  the  same  practice  ought 
to  be,  and  generally  is,  adopted. 

It  does  not,  however,  follow  that  the  register  of  common  law 


(a)  Bargate  v.  Shortridge^  5  House 
of  Lords  Gases  297.  See  cases  in  the 
two  preceding  notes. 

(b)  Forth  Mar,  Jnsur,  Co.  v.  Burnes^ 
1848, 10  D.  689,  aff.  1849,  6  Bell  541 ; 


New  Brtinsvnck  and  Canada  R.  Co.j  4 
H.  and  N.  1 60 ;  Birmingham  and  Bristol 
B.  Co.,  1  Q.  B.  256 ;  Cromford  K  Co., 
3  Y.  and  J.  80 ;  Sheffield  R.  Co.,  7  M. 
and  W.  574. 
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companies  is  to  be  taken  as  conclusive  evidence  of  membership  or  shareholders  in 

,  ..,,  -XN  common  law 

non-membersnip  m  a  question  with  the  public.  On  the  contrary,  companies. 
it  is  easy  to  conceive  cases  where,  from  inadvertence  or  fraudulent 
design,  the  register  might  be  a  most  erroneous  test  of  membership. 
All  that  can  be  said  is,  that  the  register,  if  apparently  fairly  kept, 
ought  to  be  received  as  prima  facie  evidence,  but  that  it  will  still 
be  open  to  be  redargued  by  counter  evidence  of  facts  and  circum- 
stances. As  before  mentioned,  the  public,  in  the  case  of  unin- 
corporated associations,  have  no  public  register  to  examine  before 
transacting  with  the  concern  so  as  to  ascertain  who  really  are  and 
who  are  not  members.  The  private  register  is  not  intended  for 
their  inspection.  It  therefore  seems  just,  that  when  persons  by 
their  conduct  lead  the  public  creditor  to  believe  that  they  are 
members  of  unincorporated  associations,  they  should  be  found  liable 
as  in  simple  partnership,  unless  it  can  be  shown  that  the  creditor 
had  access  to  and  inspected  the  private  register  before  entering  into 
the  contract  on  which  he  sues.  Yet  in  a  question  between  the  com- 
pany and  its  members,  the  private  register,  particularly  if  kept  in 
accordance  with  the  formalities  and  regulations  of  the  company, 
will  generally  be  held  to  be  conclusive,  unless  it  can  be  shown  that 
the  name  of  a  party  who  denies  membership  had  been  placed  on 
the  register  without  authority  (a). 

Even  as  regards  incorporated  companies,  unless  the  Act  of  Par-  ^^^t  ^f  regis- 
liament  or  other  instrument  of  erection  plainly  renders  the  register  incorporated 
conclnsive  evidence,  the  mere  fact  of  a  party's  name  appearing  """'*'""• 
therein  will  only  amount  to  prima  facie  evidence  of  membership, 
which  may  still  be  redargued  by  counter  proof.     No  general  rules 
upon  this  subject  can  here  be  laid  down,  but  it  will  be  considered 
in  detail  when  treating  of  each  class  of  these  associations. 

PROMOTERS. 

Under  this  term  are  included  provisional  or  interim  directors.  Promoters. 
provisional  committee-men,  and  in  general  all  such  as  have  the 
direction,  conduct,  management,  or  superintendence  of  the  affairs 
of  an  inchoate  company.     Very  important  and  difficult  questions 

(a)  Blackburn  v.  Finlay,  1848,  10  D.  690 ;    and  Blackburn  v.  Buchanan^ 
1848,  20  Jut.  199. 
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have  frequently  arisen  on  the  relation  of  the  promoters  to  each 
other,  to  the  allottees,  to  the  company  when  formed,  and  to  the 
public.  Such  questions,  however,  generally  admit  of  an  easy 
solution,  if  we  be  careful  to  keep  in  mind  the  true  character  of 
promoters — what  they  are  not^  and  what  they  are. 

Promoters  may  be  regarded  as  persons  who  have  agreed  to  assist 
at  the  formation  of  a  company,  and  who  expect  to  be  remunerated 
by  the  success  of  their  scheme  when  brought  into  operation ;  who 
are  not  bound  to  themselves  or  the  public  by  any  implied  contract 
of  partnership,  but  are  liable  for  their  individual  acts  and  engage- 
ments only;  and  who,  as  they  are  not  the  company,  have  no  power 
to  bind  it  by  acts  or  engagements  before  it  comes  into  existence  (a). 
These  principles  have  been  evolved  and  illustrated  by  a  great  variety 
of  cases,  both  in  this  country  and  in  England. 
Promoters  are  Promoters  of  companies  are  not  partners,  either  in  relation  to 

not  partners.  *^  *  ' 

themselves  or  the  public.  They  cannot,  it  is  obvious,  be  partners 
in  the  company  of  which  they  are  promoters,  for  it  has  not  yet  come 
into  being ;  neither  can  they  be  said  to  be  partners  in  the  endeavour 
to  bring  such  company  into  existence,  for  that  would  be  to  con- 
found the  agreement  to  enter  into  partnership  with  the  contract 
itself.  It  was  at  one  time  indeed  supposed  in  England,  on  the 
authority  of  Holmes  v.  Higgina  (6),  Lucas  v.  Beach  (c),  and  one  ox 
two  similar  cases  {d\  that  in  some  respects  promoters  were  to  be 
considered  partners.  But  these  decisions  either  proceeded  upon 
specialties,  or  have  since  been  overruled;  and  the  principle  that 
promoters  are  in  no  case  to  be  deemed  partners,  has  been  conclu- 
sively settled  by  a  series  of  authorities  which  fix  the  law  on  this 
subject  («).  In  Scotland  this  principle  appears  never  to  have  been 
doubted,  and  it  received  the  solemn  sanction  of  the  Supreme  Court 
in  the  well-known  cases  of  Campbell  v.  Lauder^s  Representatives 
and  Others  (/),  and  Johnston  v.  Scott  (j),  the  former  of  which  was 
affirmed  in  the  House  of  Lords  (A)  19  Feb.  1857. 
Promoters  do  One  of  the  most  important  consequences  of  this  doctrine  is,  that 

not  bind  each  ,  *  *  ' 

other  by  acts  or  as  the  promoters  are  not  partners,  they  do  not  possess  the  power  of 

Hgreements.  • 

(a)  Woidaw.  24.  («)  Lindley  26-7. 

(6)  1  B.  and  C.  74.  (/)  1852,  15  D.  117. 

(c)  1  Man.  and  Gr.  417.  (<g)  1860,  22  D.  393. 

(d)  Rartlett  v.  Lambert^  10  E.  Jur.  (K)  1857,  19  D.  12,  H.  L.,  2  Macq, 
416,  4  Ra.  Ca.  308.  499. 
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binding  each  other  by  implied  agency ;  but  are  liable  only  for  their 
individual  acts  and  engagements,  or  for  proceedings  of  their  co- 
promotersy  which  they  have  afterwards  plainly  homologated.  Of 
this  the  English  cases  of  Reynell  v.  Lewis  (a),  and  Wyld  v.  Hop^ 
Uns  (b\  may  be  referred  to  as  illustrations.  In  the  former  of  these, 
an  action  was  brought  against  a  provisional  committee-man  by  an 
advertising  agent  for  the  cost  of  advertisements,  some  of  which 
were  necessary  to  enable  the  company  to  apply  to  Parliament  for 
their  special  act;  and  in  the  latter  a  geographer  sued  a  provisional 
committee-man  for  the  expense  of  work  done  in  making  maps, 
plans,  and  sections  of  the  projected  line  of  railway.  In  both  cases 
it  was  held  that  the  defendants  were  not  liable,  inasmuch  as  they 
had  not  individually  given  the  orders ;  and  not  being  partners,  could 
not  be  bound  by  the  acts  of  their  co-promoters.  In  the  case  of 
Capper  (c),  it  was  stated  by  Lord  Cranworth,  V.  C,  that  *  if  they 
(the  promoters)  incur  expense  in  endeavouring  to  effect  their  object, 
and  seek  to  render  any  one  liable  to  any  part  of  diat  expense,  the 
question  always  is,  whether  the  person  whom  they  seek  to  charge  did 
or  did  not  authorize  them  to  incur  that  expense  on  his  account,  or 
did  or  did  not  agree  to  indemnify  them  if  they  incurred  it  on  tlieir 
own  account.'  The  English  case  of  Norris  v.  CoUU  (d)y  House 
of  Lords,  may  also  be  referred  to  in  illnstration.  In  this  case,  the 
whole  subject  was  discussed,  the  previous  cases  were  reviewed, 
and  the  law  was  stated  to  be  as  follows :  That  ^  the  committee-man 
was  not  liable  for  the  acts  of  his  fellows, — the  law  not  implying 
from  his  mere  consent  to  be  a  provisional  committee-man,  either  an 
authority  from  him  to  make  contracts  by  the  committee-man  with 
other  persons,  or  by  the  solicitors  with  the  committee,  or  to  the 
solicitors  to  make  contracts  on  behalf  of  the  committee,  but 
merely  a  promise  to  act  with  these  others  to  carry  the  scheme  into 
effect.' 

The  same  principle  has  been  given  effect  to  in  this  country,  as 
will  appear  from  the  case  of  Campbell  v.  Lauder^ a  Representatives  (e), 
in  which  the  English  cases  were  specially  referred  to.    There  an 

(a)  4  R.  Caaes  351,  and  15  M.  and  (c)  1  Sim.  N.  S.  178. 

W.  517.  id)  6  R.  CaBCB  317  (1850). 

(h)  4  R.  Caaes  351,  and  15  M.  and  (e)  1852,  15  D.  117. 
TV.  517. 
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action  was  brought  by  the  solicitors  employed  by  the  provisional 
committee  of  a  projected  railway  company.  Their  employment  had 
been  recognised  by  several  members  of  committee,  but  repudiated 
by  the  others.  The  action  concluded  that  the  committee-men  were 
jointly  and  severally  liable  for  the  pursuers'  accounts.  It  was 
dismissed  on  the  plea  of  want  of  relevancy,  in  respect  that  employ- 
ment was  not  averred  to  have  been  authorized,  or  adopted  and 
homologated  by  each  of  the  defenders ;  and  that  although  it  was 
set  forth  that  they  had  all  allowed  their  names  to  be  published  to 
the  world  as  members  of  the  provisional  committee,  that  they  had 
been  warned  to  attend  the  meetings  of  committee,  and  that,  in 
regard  to  one  of  them,  his  name  had  been  put  on  the  commit- 
tee at  his  own  request,  and  that  he  had  for  some  time  attended 
meetings  and  had  advised  and  acted  as  freely  as  any  of  the  other 
committee-men,  yet  that  it  was  not  averred  that  he  had  been 
present  at  any  meeting  where  the  employment  of  the  pursuers  had 
been  recognised.  On  appeal,  the  House  of  Lords  affirmed  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Court  of  Session  (a),  the  Lord  Chancellor  remarking 
that  the  case  of  Bright  v.  Hutton(b)  had  settled  the  law  on  this 
point. 

To  the  like  effect  was  the  more  recent  case  of  Johnston  v.  Scottj 
18  Jan.  1860,  already  referred  to.  There  several  members  of  a 
provisional  committee  were  sued  for  the  expense  of  preparing 
plans,  etc.,  ^  being  work  done  by  the  pursuers  for  behoof  of  the 
defenders  on  their  employment  either  directly  or  through  others 
for  whom  they  were  and  are  responsible.*  The  Lord  Justice-Clerk 
Liglis  stated,  that  whatever  doubts  might  at  one  time  have  been 
entertained  in  England,  it  had  always  been  the  law  of  Scotland, 
*  that  a  provisional  committee  is  not  a  partnership  to  the  effect  that 
one  member  can  be  held  to  be  the  mandatary  of  another,  or  that  a 
majority  can  bind  a  minority.'  And  the  Court  unanimously  held, 
in  conformity  with  this  principle,  that  a  member  of  a  provisional 
committee  is  not  liable  for  obUgations,  incurred  at  meetings  from 
which  he  was  absent,  even  though  they  had  been  entered  into  in 
the  ordinary  prosecution  of  the  undertaking ;  and  that  the  minutes 

(a)  This  case  is  reported  under  name         (5)  1852,  3  House  of  Lords  Cases 
of  ^PEwan  v.  Campbell,  19  D.  12,  H.      841. 
L.,  2  Macq.  499. 


Chap.  X.]  PROMOTERS.  79 

of  a  meeting  of  a  provisional  committee  are  not  the  writ  of  a 
member  who  does  not  sign  them. 

From  this  principle  it  necessarily  follows  a  fortiori^  that  ^  pro-  ?^™°*«"  ^^^ 
moters'  are  in  no  case  liable  for  acts  done  or  obligations  contracted  done  previouB 
before  they  became  promoters,  unless  they  have  plainly  homologated  ing  such. 
snch  transactions.     No  question  of  this  kind  appears  hitherto  to 
have  occurred  in  Scotland ;  but  in  England  they  have  been  very 
numerous  (a).    Nor  has  it  been  found  sufficient  in  that  country 
to  infer  homologation,  that  goods  which  had  been  ordered  prior  to 
a  man's  becoming  a  promoter,  had  been  delivered  subsequently  to 
that  event  (i).    In  one  case,  indeed,  the  goods  were  both  ordered 
and  delivered  subsequently  to  the  defendant  joining  the  committee ; 
bat  still  liability  was  successfully  resisted,  on  the  ground  that  he 
had  not  individually  been  concerned  in  the  transaction  (c). 

From  the  same  principle  that  co-promoters  are  not  partners,  it  Acts  and  ad- 

*  *  *^  *  '         missions  of 

follows  that  the  acts,  letters,  or  statements  of  one  promoter  are  not  co-promoters 

*  not  evidence 

evidence  against  another,  unless  they  can  be  shown  to  have  been  against  each 
specially  authorized ;  and  the  same  rule  applies  to  admissions  as  to 
liability  made  by  one  promoter,  which  can  have  no  effect  to  bind 
others,  unless  such  admissions  have  been  made  under  their 
special  authority.  These  rules  are  necessary  deductions  from  the 
principle  under  consideration,  and  they  have  been  established  and 
illustrated  by  numerous  English  decisions  ((2).  In  the  Scotch  case 
of  Johnston  v.  Scott^  etc.y  already  mentioned,  the  opinions  of  the 
judges  plainly  indicate  that  upon  this  point  the  law  of  Scotland  is 
the  same  with  that  of  England. 

But  while  it  may  now  be  held  as  settled  law,  that  no  implied  PromoterB  may 

•^  ^  '  *      ^     render  them- 

af^ency  exists  between  promoters  such  as  exists  between  partners,  it  selves  liable 

^        -^  t  Ml     I.  ,       .        for  each  Other's 

must  be  observed  that  it  is  quite  possible  for  promoters  to  authorize  acts  by  special 
each  other  to  act  as  mutual  agents ;  and  that  this  may  be  done  either 
by  giving  a  special  authority  for  each  act,  or  by  conferring  a  general 
authority  for  all  acts  in  the  line  of  business.     Such  authority  may 

(a)    Bremner  v.    Chamherlayne,   2  (d)  Drouet  v.  Taylor,  16  C.  B.  671 ; 

Car.  and  Kir.  560 ;  Kerridge  v.  Hesse,  Bumside  v.  Dayrell,  3  Ex.  224 ;  Wat- 

9  C.  and  P.  200 ;  Newton  v.  Belcher,  son  v.    Charlemont,   12  Q.  B.   856 

12  Q.  B.  921;  Whitehead  v.  Barron,  Newton  v.   Belcher,  12  Q.   B.  921 

2  Moo.  and  Rob.?248.  Newton  v.  Liddiard,  12  Q.  B.  925 

(6)  BeaU  v.  MouU,  10  Q.  B.  976.  Kennie  v.  Wynn,  4  Ex.  691. 

(c)  Beech  r.  Eyre,  5  Man.  and  Gr.  415. 


debendi. 
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be  proved  not  only  by  written  mandate,  but  also  by  facts  and 
circumstances.  This  was  distinctly  laid  down  by  the  Court  of 
Exchequer  in  the  English  cases  of  Reynell  v.  Lewis  (a),  and  Wyld 
V.  Hopkins  (b).  And  reference  may  also  be  made  to  the  other 
English  cases  of  Douhleday  v.  Mushett{c\  Braithwaite  v.  Skofield  (d), 
and  BurU  v.  Smith  {e\  in  which  it  was  held,  that  if  promoters  pass 
resolutions  that  work  shall  be  done  or  goods  supplied,  they  authorize 
whatever  may  be  done  in  pursuance  of  such  resolutions,  and  render 
themselves  personally  liable. 
Promoters  may  Though,  as  WO  have  seen,  promoters  are  not  partners,  yet  if 
^jf^corr^  in  any  of  the  ways  mentioned  above  two  or  more  of  them  have 
rendered  themselves  joint  obligants  to  a  third  party,  and  one  of 
them  has  been  compelled  to  make  payment  of  the  sums  for  which 
they  were  jointly  liable,  such  promoter  is  entitled  to  relief  against 
all  the  other  co-obligants.  This  has  been  settled  in  England  by  a 
series  of  decisions.  In  the  case  of  Boulter  v.  Peplow  (/),  three 
provisional  committee-men  hired  rooms  for  a  projected  company. 
The  rent  not  being  paid,  the  landlord  sued  the  three  committee-men. 
Two  of  them  allowed  judgment  to  go  by  default,  but  a  verdict  was 
obtained  against  the  third,  who  was  compelled  to  pay  damages  and 
costs.  He  was  found  entitled  to  bring  an  action  for  contribution 
to  the  extent  of  one-third  of  what  he  had  paid  against  each  of  his 
co-obligants.  In  like  manner,  in  Batsed  v.  Hawes^  and  Batsed  v. 
Douglas  (jf),  the  promoters  of  a  projected  railway  company  employed 
an  engineer,  who  afterwards  recovered  payment  against  one  of 
them.  In  an  action  for  contribution  at  the  instance  of  the  latter 
against  the  other  joint  obligants,  he  was  found  entitled  to  recover. 
Edgar  v.  Knapp  (A),  Mant  v.  Smith  (i),  and  Prole  v.  Masterman  (i), 
may  also  be  referred  to  as  illustrating  this  principle.  Though  no 
case  exactly  in  point  appears  to  have  occurred  in  this  country,  yet, 
from  the  general  principles  of  our  law,  there  seems  no  reason  to 
doubt  that  the  same  doctrine  would  be  given  effect  to.  In  our 
law  the  promoters  who  had  incurred  the  joint  obligation  would 

(a)  4  Ra.  Oa.  351.  (/)  9  C.  B.  498. 

(6)  15  M.  and  W.  517,  and  4  Ra.  (g)  2  E.  and  B.  287. 

Ca.  351.  (h)  7  Jur.  583,  C.  P. 

(c)  7  Bing.  110.  (0  4  H.  and  N.  324. 

(d)  9  B.  and  C.  401.  (k)  21  Beav.  61. 
(<j)  7  Bing.  705. 
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be  termed  correi  debmdij  and  would  incur  a  joint  and  several 
liability. 

Though  promoters  are  not  partners,  yet  as  they  are  all  engaged  Promotere  not 

•     xi-  x«  r  1     •  ^  i.1-  ^   1    •  impliedly  liable 

m  the  prosecution  of  a  common  design,  from  the  successful  issue  to  each  other 
of  which  they  expect  to  be  mutually  benefited,  they  have  no  claim    "^^  s^^^^^^^- 
against  each  other  for  services  which  they  may  have  rendered  in 
furthering  their  common  enterprise,  or  bringing  the  company  into 
existence.     This  has  been  settled  in  England  by  the  cases  of  Holmes 
V.  Higgins  (a),   Wilson  v.  Curson  (6),  Milbum  v.   Codd  (c).      But 
this  being  a  mere  presumption,  will  not  avail  against  a  specific  con-  This  may 
tract  or  provision  to  the  contrary.     Hence  it  has  been  decided  in  express  pro^ 
England,  that  when  promoters  employ  any  one  professionally,  he  ^^^°^' 
will  be  entitled  to  remuneration,  even  though  he  afterwards  becomes 
an  allottee  of  shares  (d). 

As  promoters  look  for  the  reward  of  their  exertions  to  the  sue-  Promoters 

r   t   r  a'  r  xi_  "x  i_  i        i   *      have  no  claim 

cessf 111  formation  of  the  company,  it  may  be  unnecessary  to  state  against  the 

--,1.. 

that  they  have  no  implied  claim  against  the  company  when  formed  ^^|^^  ^  ^° 
for  what  they  may  have  done  prior  to  that  event.  This,  however, 
may  be  elided  by  the  insertion  of  a  clause  in  the  special  act  or 
other  instrument  of  constitution,  providing  for  the  remuneration  of 
those  who  have  expended  their  services  in  the  formation  of  the 
company.  See  as  to  this  the  English  cases  of  Garden  v.  General 
Cemetery  Co.  {e\  Tilson  v.  Wanvick  Gas  Co.  (/),  Clowes  v.  Bret- 
tell  (gr),  Hitchins  v.  Kilkenny  R.  Co.  (A). 

However  loosely  promoters  may  be  associated  together,  still,  by  Duties  and 
holding  themselves  out  to  the  world  as  seeking  to  bring  into  exist-  promoters  to 
ence  a  company  for  certain  purposes,  in  support  of  which  they  seek  \^q  future  ^^ 
public  assistance,  they  virtually  enter  into  an  implied  contract  with  *^^™P*°y- 
the  public,  that  whoever  may  be  induced  to  subscribe  for  shares 
will  find  their  representations  substantially  correct,  and  that  they 
will  not  seek  to  make  profit  at  the  expense  of  the  future  company. 
Hence  it  has  been  decided  in  England,  that  where  a  person,  by  Liability  for 
false  and  fraudulent  representations,  has  been  induced  to  subscribe  totion!^^*^^*^ 

(a)  1  B.  and  C.  74.  Jar.    416,    and    4    Railway    Cases 

(6)  15  M.  and  W.  632.  308. 

(c)  7  B.  and  0.  419.  («)  5  Bing.  N.  C.  253. 

(<0  Lucas  V.  Beach^   1  Man.  and         (/)  4  B.  and  C.  962. 
Gr.    417  ;    CaUicott  v.    Griffiths,   8         (g)  10  M.  and  W.  506. 
Ex.  898 ;  Bamett  v.  Lambert,  10  E.  (h)  9  C.  B.  536. 
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Liability  of 
promoters 
to  return 
deposits. 


Promoters 
cannot  benefit 
at  the  expense 
of  the  company. 


to  a  company  in  the  course  of  formation,  he  can  maintain  an  action 
against  any  of  the  promoters  who  may  have  caused  such  representa- 
tions to  be  published  (a);  and  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  prove  any 
direct  communication  between  the  plaintiff  and  the  defendants  (b). 

In  virtue  of  this  contract  with  the  public,  promoters  are  bound 
to  apply  deposits  for  the  purposes  only  for  which  they  were  made. 
Hence,  in  the  case  of  abortive  companies,  it  has  been  held  that  the 
promoters  were  not  entitled  to  retain  any  portion  of  the  deposits 
or  subscriptions,  as  having  been  laid  out  in  expenses  incurred  in 
attempting  to  start  them.  See  the  case  of  Nockels  v.  Crosby  (c), 
which  is  valuable  as  containing  the  judgment  of  Littledale,  J., 
upon  this  point,  and  numerous  other  cases  noted  below  (d).  If, 
however,  it  appears  from  the  contract,  or  subscribers*  agreement, 
that  the  deposits  were  intended  to  be  applied  to  cover  the  expenses 
necessary  for  starting  the  company,  they  will  not  be  held  return- 
able, if  de  facto  they  were  employed  in  this  manner  («).  But 
it  will  be  observed,  that  a^  promoters  are  not  partners,  and  conse- 
quently not  liable  for  the  acts  of  each  other,  the  action  for  recovery 
of  deposits  on  any  of  the  grounds  above  referred  to  must  be  directed 
against  such  of  them  as  really  received  the  money,  or  authorized  its 
being  paid  into  a  particular  bank  (/). 

Upon  the  same  principles,  it  follows  that  promoters  cannot  make 
any  profit  by  transactions  into  which  they  enter  on  behalf  of  the 
future  company.  In  the  case  of  Hichens  v.  Congreve  (jr),  the  three 
principal  promoters  of  a  mining  company  purchased  the  lease  of  a 
mine  at  £10,000,  and  afterwards  re-sold  it  to  the  company  for 
£25,000.  They  were  compelled  to  pay  into  court  the  balance  that 
remained  in  their  hands. 

Upon  this  subject,  the  English  cases  of  Fawceit  v.  Whitehome  (A), 
and  Beck  v.  Kantorowicz  (i),  may  be  consulted  with  advantage. 


(a)  Gerhard  v.  Bates,  2  E.  and  B.  476. 

(6)  See  Bedford  v.  Bagshaw,  4  H. 
and  N.  538 ;  Lisdley  726. 

(c)  8  B.  and  C.  814. 

Id)  Clarke  v.  Chaplin,  1  Ex.  26; 
Mowatt  y.  Londesburgh,  3  E.  and  B. 
307  ;  Vollans,  1  Ex.  20 ;  Steadman, 
15  M.  and  W.  687  ;  Willey,  3  Ex. 
211 ;  Walstab  v.  Spottiswoode,  15  M. 
and  W.  501. 


{e)  Garwood,  1  Ex.  264 ;  Vane  v. 
Cohbold,  ibid.  798 ;  Baird  v.  Ross,  2 
M'Queen  61 ;  Jones,  2  Ex.  52 ;  CU- 
ments,  1  Ex.  268.     See  Lindley  66. 

(/)  Watson  v.  Charlemont,  12  Q.  B. 
856 ;  Drouet  v.  Taylor,  16  C.  B.  671 ; 
Bumside  v.  Dayrell,  3  Exch.  224. 

(g)  1  R.  and  M.  150. 

{h)  1  R.  and  M.  132. 

(i)  3  K.  and  J.  230. 
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In  both  these  cases,  companies  were  got  up  for  the  purpose  of 
working  mines,  and  the  promoters  contracted  for  the  purchase  of 
the  mines,  on  what  was  represented  as  favourable  terms.  But 
after  the  formation  of  the  companies,  it  was  discovered  that  a 
private  agreement  existed  with  the  sellers  of  the  mines,  whereby 
the  promoters  received  a  part  of  the  purchase  price  as  a  premium 
or  bonus  for  carrying  through  the  transaction.  In  both  cases  the 
Court  held  that  the  promoters  were  to  be  regarded  as  trustees  for 
the  company,  and  as  such  liable  to  account  to  it  when  formed,  for 
any  advantages  they  might  have  received  in  the  management  of  its 
affairs  during  its  inchoate  state. 

Although,  as  we  have  just  seen,  promoters  are  in  some  je-  company  not 
spects  to  be  regarded  as  trustees  for  the  future  company,  yet  this  ^^te^^pr^*^'** 
must  be  understood  only  in  a  passive  sense,  or  as  the  exponent  of  "^®^™- 
the  principle  that  they  cannot  be  benefited  at  the  expense  of  the 
future  company.  So  far  from  having  any  active  title  as  trustees, 
it  may  now  be  laid  down  as  the  general  rule,  that  promoters  have 
no  power  by  their  acts  and  deeds  to  bind  the  company  when  it 
comes  into  existence.  This  doctrine  may  be  rested  on  the  technical 
ground,  that  no  corporate  body  can  undertake  obligations  until  it 
has  a  legal  being ;  but  its  intrinsic  justice  and  propriety  become 
more  apparent  when  we  reflect  that  the  public  are  led  to  become 
shareholders  on  the  faith  of  the  instrument,  whether  deed,  charter, 
or  special  act,  by  which  the  company  is  constituted ;  and  if  they 
were  to  be  held  bound  by  stipulations  or  liabilities  other  than  those 
appearing  on  the  face  of  such  instrument,  the  most  iniquitous  con- 
sequences might  ensue. 

The  law  of  Scotland,  when  properly  understood,  appears  to  have 
given  full  effect  to  this  equitable  doctrine.  Thus,  in  the  case  of 
the  Monklands  Railway  Company  v.  Tlie  Glasgow^  Airdrie^  and 
Monhlands  Railway  Company  (a),  it  was  held  that  an  agreement 
entered  into  by  the  provisional  committee  of  a  contemplated  rail- 
way company  to  lease  the  line  was  not  binding  upon  the  company 
when  incorporated  by  the  special  act — the  act  containing  no  such 
provision.  At  a  subsequent  period,  impressed  seemingly  with  the 
hardship  arising  in  particular  cases,  the  Court  was  led  to  relax  the 
stringency  of  the  rule,  to  an  extent  that  was  not  altogether  com- 

(a)  11  D.  1395  (1849). 


84  PROMOTERS.  [Book  I. 

patible  with  public  safety  or  confidence.  Thus,  in  the  case  of  The 
Trustees  of  the  Harbour  of  Helensburgh  v.  The  Caledonian  and  Dum- 
bartonshire Railway  Company  (a),  it  was  held  that  the  company 
when  formed  was  bound  to  implement  the  contracts  which  had 
been  entered  into  by  its  provisional  committee,  when  these  had  for 
their  object  the  interests  of  the  company  in  the  matter  contem- 
plated by  the  special  act,  when  without  them  the  act  would  not 
have  been  obtained,  or  when  the  contracts  were  such  that  the  com- 
pany, if  in  existence,  could  competently  have  gone  into  them.  In 
that  ca^e,  the  stipulation  sought  to  be  enforced  was  in  fact  the 
price  at  which  the  promoters  obtained  the  support  of  the  pursuers 
to  their  projected  scheme.  The  case  of  Rutherford  v.  The  North 
British  Railway  Company  (b)  was  soon  after  decided  on  the  same 
grounds,  and  avowedly  on  the  authority  of  the  Helensburgh  case. 
There  a  body  of  road  trustees  had  been  got  to  withdraw  their 
opposition  to  the  bill  of  a  projected  railway  company,  by  the  pro- 
moters agreeing  to  pay  a  certain  proportion  of  liabilities  for  which 
the  trustees  were  responsible.  The  bill  passed,  and  the  undertaking 
was  purchased  by  another  company.  The  Court  held  that  the 
purchasing  company  was  bound  to  implement  the  obligations 
undertaken  by  the  promoters  of  the  first  company. 

Similar  decisions  had  been  also  given  in  England.  The  most 
celebrated  of  these  was  the  case  of  Edwards  v.  The  Grand  June-- 
tion  Railway  Company  (c),  in  which  it  was  held  that  a  company 
was  bound  by  an  agreement  made  with  its  promoters,  in  conse- 
quence  of  which  opposition  to  its  special  act  had  been  withdraw^n. 
But  the  authority  of  the  Scotch  cases,  and  of  this  as  well  as  of  all 
the  other  English  cases  proceeding  upon  a  similar  principle,  must 
now  be  held  to  be  overruled  by  the  judgment  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  reversing  the  finding  of  the  Court  of  Session  in  the  Helens- 
burgh  case  ((2),  on  the  broad  ground  that  those  who  take  shares  on 
the  faith  of  a  company's  special  act  cannot  be  subjected  to  any 
liabilities  not  embodied  therein.  The  same  decision  had  been  given 
by  the  House  of  Lords  in  the  previous  English  case  of  Preston  y. 
Liverpool  and  Manchester  Railway  Company  (e).     In  both  these 

(a)  1862,  16  D.  148.  (rf)  19  D.  H.  L.  6  ;  2  Maoq.  S91 

(6)  1866,  17  D.  1110.  (1866). 

(c)  1  M.  and  Or.  660.  (e)  6  House  of  Lords  Cases  606. 
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cases  the  decision  in  the  case  of  Edwards  was  founded  upon,  and 
in  both  its  authority  was  disregarded  (a). 

It  is,  however,  to  be  observed,  that  the  expression  of  Lord 
Chancellor  Cranworth,  in  giving  judgment  in  the  Helensburgh  case, 
must  be  taken  in  a  reasonable  sense  ;  for  his  Lordship  afterwards 
remarks,  that  if  the  agreement  with  the  promoters,  'though  not 
incorporated  in  the  Act,  had  regard  to  something,  the  doing  of 
which  fell  within  the  powers  and  objects  of  the  Act,'  a  different 
decision  might  be  expected. 

The  company,  when  formed,  may  of  course  always  render  itself  Company  may 

,.,,-,  -.  iTi-  be  bound  by 

hable  for  the  acts  or  engagements  of  its  promoters  by  homologation,  homologation. 
Thus,  in  the  subsequent  English  case  of  Williams  v.  Tfie  St  Georgis 
Harbour  Co,  (&),  this  element  was  made  the  ground  of  decision. 
There  an  owner  of  land  agreed  to  withdraw  his  opposition  to  the 
bill,  in  consideration  of  the  promoters  undertaking  that  the  company 
should  purchase  his  land  on  certain  terms.  On  obtaining  the 
special  act,  the  company  refused  to  fulfil  the  contract  made  with 
its  promoters,  but  was  compelled  to  do  so,  in  respect  that  it  had 
recognised  the  validity  of  the  contract  by  allowing  judgment  to  be 
entered  up  against  itself  in  an  action  for  its  alleged  breach.  There 
can  be  little  doubt  that  effect  would  be  given  to  this  principle  were 
a  similar  case  to  occur  in  this  country. 

The  following  may  therefore  be  stated  as  the  ffeneral  result  of  General  rule 
the  decisions  hitherto  pronounced.     A  company  is  not  bound  by  of  company  for 
the  acts,  stipulations,  or  engagements  of  its  promoters,  unless  these  moters.^ 
be  distinctly  set  forth  in  its  special  act  or  other  instrument  of 
constitution,  be  obviously  implied  therein,  or  have  been  in  some 
unmistakeable  manner  homologated  or  adopted  by  the  company 
after  its  formation. 

It  need  scarcely,  perhaps,  be  remarked,  that  though  the  com-  When  com- 
pany when  formed  may  not  be  found  liable  for  implement  of  the  bound,°the  pro- 
engagements  of  its  promoters,  this  has  no  effect  to  release  the  pro-  iSibfe?  '®"^**^ 
meters,  or  such  of  them  as  have  incurred  liability  (c). 

(a)  See  Lindley  321,  whose  views  (h)  2  De  G.  and  I.  547  ;  S.  C,  24 

on  this  subject  are  somewhat  different  Beav.   339.      See    Drowning  v.    Grt, 

from  those  submitted  in  the  text.    But  Cen,  Min.  Co.,  5  H.  and  N.  856. 

see  Spackman  v.  Lattimore,  8  Giff.  16.  (c)  Cal  and  Dtmb,  R,  Co.,  nt  supra. 
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FORMATION  OF  REGISTERED  COMPANIES  UNDER  'THE 
COMPANIES  ACT,  1862/  26  and  26  Vict.  c.  89. 


Number  of 
members. 


Three  kinds 
of  companies. 


Since  the  second  day  of  November  1862,  no  company,  association, 
or  partnership  consisting  of  more  than  ten  persons  can  be  formed 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  business  of  banking,  unless  it  is 
registered  as  a  company  under  *The  Companies  Act,  1862,'  or  is 
formed  in  pursuance  of  some  other  Act,  or  of  letters  patent ;  and 
no  company,  association,  or  partnership  consisting  of  more  than 
twenty  persons,  can  be  formed  for  the  purposes  of  mercantile  gain, 
unless  so  registered,  or  formed  under  some  other  Act,  or  by  letters 
patent,  or  in  England  be  a  mining  company  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Stannary  Courts  of  Cornwall  and  Devonshire  (sec.  4).  But 
any  seven  or  more  persons  associated  for  a  lawful  purpose  may, 
by  registration  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  form 
an  incorporated  company  (sec.  6). 

The  company  may  be  formed  with  or  without  limited  liability ; 
and  in  the  former  case,  the  limitation  may  be  either  by  shares  or  by 
guarantee  (sees.  6,  7). 

The  statute  therefore  contemplates  three  kinds  or  classes  of 
associations,  viz. : — 

1.  Companies  limited  by  shares. 

2.  Companies  limited  by  guarantee. 

3.  Companies  with  unlimited  liability. 

It  is  important  to  keep  these  distinctions  in  view,  as  they  mate- 
rially affect  the  formation  and  the  subsequent  management  of  the 
company. 
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I.   COMPANIES  LIMITED  BY  SHARES. 

These  companies  proceed  on  the  principle  of  limiting  the  liability  Companies 
of  the  members  to  the  amount  (if  any)  unpaid  on  their  shares,  shares. 
They  are  formed  by  a  memorandum  of  association.     This  instru- 
ment must  contain, 

1.  The  proposed  name,  with  the  addition  of  the  word  '  limited  J 

2.  The  part  of  the  United  Kingdom — England,  Scotland,  or 
Ireland — where  the  registered  office  is  to  be  situated. 

3.  The  objects  of  the  company. 

4.  A  declaration  of  limited  liability. 

5.  The  amount  of  proposed  capital,  divided  into  shares  of  a  fixed 
amount  (sees.  7,  8). 

Each  subscriber  must  take  at  least  one  share,  and  must  write 
opposite  his  name  the  number  of  shares  he  takes  (sec.  8).  For  the 
form  of  this  instrument,  see  Form  A,  Sch.  2.  It  must  bear  the  same 
stamp  as  a  deed,  and  must  be  signed  by  every  subscriber  in  presence 
of  and  attested  by  one  witness  at  least  (sec.  11). 

In  addition  to  the  memorandum  of  agreement,  there  may  also 
be  articles  of  association  providing  such  regulations  as  the  sub- 
scrlbers  may  deem  advisable.  These  articles  must  be  expressed  in 
separate  paragraphs,  numbered  arithmetically,  and  may  contain  all 
or  any  of  the  provisions  contained  in  Table  A  of  Schedule  1.  The 
articles  must  be  printed  and  stamped,  signed  and  attested  in  the 
same  way  as  the  memorandum  (sees.  14,  16). 

If  the  memorandum  of  association  is  not  accompanied  by  articles, 
and  in  so  far  as  the  articles  do  not  exclude  or  modify  the  regulations 
of  Table  A,  Sch.  1,  these  regulations,  so  far  as  applicable,  form  the 
rules  of  the  company  (sec.  15). 

Banking  companies  registering  as  limited  by  shares,  do  not 
attain  limited  liability  in  respect  of  their  issue  (sees.  182-8). 

II.   COMPANIES  LIMITED  BY  GUARANTEE. 

These  companies  are  based  on  the  principle  of  having  the  liability  Companies 
of  the  members  limited  to  such  amount  as  they  respectively  under-  guarantee. 
take  to  contribute  to  the  assets  of  tlie  company  in  the  event  of  its 


88  FORMATION  OF  COMPANIES  [Book  I. 

being  wound  up  (sec.  9).  Their  memorandum  of  association  mtist 
always  be  accompanied  with  articles  of  association  (sec.  14). 

The  memorandum  consists  of  four  articles,  the  three  first  being 
the  same  as  those  in  the  previous  class  of  companies,  and  the  fourth 
being  a  declaration  that  each  member  undertakes  to  contribute  a 
specified  amount  to  the  company  assets  in  the  event  of  its  being 
wound  up  (sec.  9). 

The  company  may  or  may  not  have  a  capital  divided  into  shares 
(sec.  14). 

If  it  have  a  capital  divided  into  shares,  each  subscriber  must 
take  at  least  one  share,  and  must  state  in  the  memorandum  the 
number  of  shares  he  takes  (sec.  14). 

The  articles  of  association  may  adopt  all  or  any  of  the  provisions 
contained  in  Schedule  1,  Table  A,  and  such  others  as  may  be  deemed 
expedient ;  and  if  the  capital  is  divided  into  shares,  they  must  state 
the  amount  of  capital  proposed.  If,  again,  the  company  has  not  a 
capital  divided  into  shares,  they  must  state  the  number  of  members, 
to  enable  the  registrar  to  determine  the  fees  payable  on  registration 
(sec.  14). 

If  the  company  have  a  capital  divided  into  shares,  the  memo- 
randum and  articles  of  association  will  take  the  Form  C,  Sch.  2  ;  if 
the  company  have  not  a  capital  divided  into  shares,  the  memoran- 
dum and  articles  will  assume  that  of  B,  Sch.  2. 

Banking  companies  registering  as  limited  by  guarantee,  do  not 
attain  unlimited  liability  in  respect  of  their  issue  (sees.  182-8). 

III.   COMPANIES  WITH  UNLIMITED  LIABILITY. 

Companies  These  companies  require  in  like  manner  both  a  memorandum 

with  unlimited  i.-i         e  •.«        •  t  m\ 

liability.  and  articles  of  association  (sec.  14). 

The  memorandum  of  association  contains, 

1.  The  name  of  the  company. 

2.  The  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  whether  England,  Scot- 
land, or  Ireland,  where  the  office  is  to  be  situated. 

3.  The  objects  of  the  company  (sec.  10). 

These  companies  may  or  may  not  have  a  capital  divided  into 
shares.  If  the  company  has  a  capital  so  divided,  each  member  most 
take  at  least  one  share,  and  must  state  in  the  memorandum  of  asso- 
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dation  the  namber  he  takes  (sec.  14).  The  memorandum  of  asso- 
ciation mnst  always  be  accompanied  by  articles  of  association,  which 
may  contain  such  regulations  as  are  deemed  expedient,  together 
with  all  or  any  of  those  in  Table  A,  Sch.  1.  In  companies  with 
capital  divided  by  shares,  they  must  state  the  amount  of  capital 
proposed ;  and  in  companies  not  having  a  capital  divided  by  shares, 
they  must  state  the  number  of  members  (sec.  14). 

The  Act  only  gives  one  form  for  the  memorandum  and  articles 
of  association  of  unlimited  companies,  viz.  that  applicable  to  com- 
panies with  a  ca'pital  divided  into  shares — Form  D,  Sch.  2.  But 
the  form  for  such  as  have  not  a  capital  limited  by  shares  appears  to 
be  similar  to  Form  B  in  the  same  schedule  intended  for  companies 
limited  by  guarantee,  omitting  the  4th  section  in  the  memorandum, 
and  making  such  obvious  alterations  as  the  nature  of  an  unlimited 
company  requires,  and  also  adopting  such  of  the  articles  of  Table 
Ay  Sch.  1,  as  may  be  deemed  advisable.  The  articles  of  association 
must  state  the  number  of  members  of  the  proposed  company,  in 
order  to  determine  the  fees  payable  on  registration  (sec.  14). 

GENERAL  BULES  APPLICABLE  TO  THE  THREE  KINDS  OF 

COMPANIES. 

The  memorandum  and  articles  of  association,  when  duly  Registration  of 
stamped,  signed,  and  attested,  are,  in  the  case  of  a  Scotch  com-  and  articles. 
pany,  delivered  to  the  Kegistrar  of  Jointnstock  Companies  for 
Scotland,  who  retains  and  registers  the  same.  The  fees  payable 
to  the  registrar  in  the  case  of  companies  ivith  a  capital  divided 
into  shares  are  those  marked  in  Table  B,  Schedule  1,  or  such 
smaller  fees  as  the  Board  of  Trade  may  from  time  to  time  direct ; 
and  in  the  case  of  companies  not  having  a  capital  divided  into 
shares,  those  in  Table  C,  Schedule  1,  or  such  smaller  fees  as  before 
(sec.  17). 

The  memorandum  and  articles  of  association  (if  any),  when  Memorandnm 
stamped,  signed,  and  attested,  bind  the  company  and  the  members  when  properly 
thereof  to  the  same  extent  as  if  each  member  had  subscribed  his  a  covenant. 
name  and  afiixed  his  seal  thereto,  and  there  were  in  such  memo- 
randum and  articles  a  covenant  on  the  part  of  himself,  his  heirs, 
executors,  and  administrators,  to  conform  to  all  the  regulations 
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and  conditions  contained  therein,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  (sees.  11-16). 

Upon  registration  of  the  said  memorandum  and  articles  (if  any), 
the  registrar  certifies  under  his  hand  that  the  company  is  incor- 
porated ;  and  in  the  case  of  a  limited  company,  that  it  is  limited. 
The  subscribers  of  the  memorandum,  and  such  other  persons  as 
may  from  time  to  time  become  members,  are  thereupon  constituted 
into  a  body  corporate  by  the  name  contained  in  the  said  memo- 
randum, and  capable  forthwith  of  exercising  all  the  functions  of  an 
incorporated  company,  having  perpetual  succession  and  a  common 
seal,  with  power  to  hold  lands,  and  with  liability  limited  or  un- 
limited (a)  on  the  part  of  the  members,  as  the  case  may  be  (sees.  17 
and  18). 

The  registrar's  certificate  of  incorporation  is  conclusive  evidence 
of  the  statutory  provisions  having  been  complied  with  (sec.  18). 

After  registration,  no  alteration  on  the  memorandum  can  be 
made,  except  in  the  two  following  cases : — 

1.  Companies  limited  by  shares  may  so  far  modify  their 
memorandums  of  association  (sec.  12),  if  authorized  to  do  so  by 
their  regulations  as  originally  framed,  or  as  altered  by  special  reso- 
lution (sees.  50  and  51),  as  to  increase  the  capital  by  issue  of  new 
shares,  to  consolidate  and  divide  the  capital  into  shares  of  larger 
amount,  and  to  convert  paid-up  shares  into  stock  (sec.  12). 

2.  Any  company  may,  with  the  sanction  of  a  special  resolution 
and  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  change  its  name ;  and  the 
registrar  then  enters  the  new  name,  and  issues  a  certificate  of  in- 
corporation altered  to  meet  the  circumstances  (sec.  13).  Articles 
of  association  may  be  changed  by  special  resolution,  subject  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  and  the  conditions  of  the  memorandum  of 
association  (sees.  50  and  51).  No  company  can  be  registered  under 
a  name  identical  with  that  of  a  subsisting  company,  or  so  closely 
resembling  it  as  to  be  calculated  to  deceive.  Where  this  is  the 
case,  it  must  be  altered  with  the  sanction  of  the  registrar  (sec.  20). 
Every  member  is  entitled  to  receive  a  copy  of  the  memorandum  of 
association  and  of  the  articles  (if  any)  on  payment  of  one  shilling, 
under  a  penalty  of  one  pound  (sec.  19). 

(a)  Unlimited  companies  are,  properly  speaking,  only  qimsi  corporations. 
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APPLICATION  OF  THE  ACT  TO  COMPANIES  ALREADY  EXISTING. 

Not  only  does  the  Act  apply  to  companies  formed  under  its 
provisions ;  bat  companies  already  existing,  whether  corporate  or 
unincorporated  may,  with  some  exceptions,  obtain  by  registration 
the  benefits  of  its  provisions. 

In  the  statutory  provisions  applicable  to  this  matter,  the  expres-  Application  of 
sion  Joint-stock  Companies  Acts  frequently  occurs.     Under  this  existing  com- 
expression  are  included  the  Joint-stock  Companies  Acts  of  1856  ^^^^ 
and  1857  (19  and  20  Vict.  c.  47,  and  20  and  21  Vict.  c.  14), 
*The  Joint-stock  Banking  Companies  Act'  of  1857  (20  and  21 
Vict.  c.  49),  and  the  Act  to  enable  joint-stock  banking  companies 
to  be  formed  on  the  principle  of  limited  liability  (21  and  22  Vict. 
c.  91);  but  it  does  not  apply  to  8  Vict.  c.  110,  intituled  *  An  Act 
for  the  Registration,  Incorporation,  and  Regulation  of  Joint-stock 
Companies'  (sec.  175). 

Companies  previously  formed  and  registered  under  the  *  Joint- 
stock  Companies  Acts,'  as  limited  companies,  when  registered 
under  the  present  Act,  are  deemed  to  be  companies  limited  by 
shares  (except  as  to  the  provision  of  Table  A);  and  companies 
other  than  limited,  as  unlimited  companies.  The  power  to  alter 
regulations  by  special  resolution  given  in  the  present  Act  is  declared 
to  extend  to  any  provisions  contained  in  the  Table  marked  B 
annexed  to  *The  Joint-stock  Companies  Act,  1856,'  and  to  any 
regulations  as  to  amount  of  capital,  or  its  distribution  into  shares, 
even  though  these  should  be  contained  in  the  memorandum  of 
association  (sec.  176).  The  present  Act  applies  to  companies 
registered  but  not  formed  under  the  former  Joint-stock  Companies 
Acts,  in  the  same  way  as  to  companies  registered  but  not  formed 
under  its  provisions  (sec.  177).  Whenever  reference  is  made  to 
the  date  of  registration,  it  means  the  date  at  which  the  company 
was  registered  under  the  former  Acts  (sees.  176-7). 

As  a  general  rule,  every  company  in  existence  prior  to  Nov,  General  rule  m 
2,  1862,  including  companies  registered  under  ^The  Joint-stock 
Companies  Acts,'  any  company  formed  subsequently  to  that  date 
by  special  act  or  letters  patent,  and  any  company  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Stannaries,  or  otherwise  duly  constituted  by  law, 


92 


PREREQUISITES  TO 


[Book  I. 


Limitations  of 
the  rule. 


provided  it  consist  of  seven  or  more  members,  may  register  nnder 
the  present  Act  as  an  unlimited  company,  as  a  company  limited  by 
shares,  or  as  a  company  limited  by  guarantee.  The  fact  that 
registration  has  been  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  winding  up,  is 
no  objection  to  its  validity  (sec.  180). 

The  application  of  this  general  rule  is,  however,  subjected  to 
the  following  regulations : — 

1.  No  company  can  register  when  the  liability  of  its  members 
has  been  limited  by  special  act  or  letters  patent,  unless  it  be  a  joint- 
stock  company  in  the  sense  of  the  Act. 

2.  No  company  formed  with  limited  liability  by  special  act  or 
letters  patent  can  register  as  an  unlimited  company,  or  as  a  company- 
limited  by  guarantee. 

3.  No  company  that  is  not  a  joint-stock  company  in  the  sense 
of  the  Act  can  register  as  a  company  limited  by  shares. 

4.  To  warrant  registration,  the  resolution  of  a  majority  of  the 
members  at  a  general  meeting  specially  called  is  necessary. 

5.  To  warrant  an  unlimited  company  to  register  as  a  limited 
company,  the  majority  must  consist  of  at  least  three-fourths. 

6.  When  a  company  is  about  to  be  registered  as  limited  by 
guarantee,  the  consent  to  registration  must  be  accompanied  by  a 
resolution  that  each  member  undertakes  to  contribute  towards  the 
liabilities  of  the  company  to  a  certain  specified  amount. 

Majorities  are  to  be  computed  with  reference  to  the  number  of 

votes  to  which  each  member  is  entitled  according  to  the  regulations 

of  the  company  (sec.  179). 

Defimtion  of  In  SO  far  as  concerns  the  purposes  of  registration,  the  expres- 

companvinthe  siou   ^Joiut-stock  Company'   is  defined  in   the  Act  to  mean   a 

sense  oi  the  i        .  x'j  •!  -xi*/** 

Act.  company  havmg  a  permanent  paid-up  or  nominal  capital  of  fixed 

amount,  divided  into  shares,  also  of  fixed  amount,  or  held  and 
transferable  as  stock,  or  divided  and  held  partly  in  one  way  and 
partly  in  the  other,  and  formed  on  the  principle  of  having  for  its 
members  the  holders  of  such  shares  or  stock,  and  no  other  persons 
(sec.  181).  Such  companies,  on  being  registered  with  limited  lia- 
bility, are  deemed  companies  limited  by  shares  (sec.  181). 

Banking  No  banking  company  issuing  notes  can  attain  limited  liability 

in  respect  of  such  issue;  but  though  registered  as  limited  com- 
panies, and  de  facto  so  in  other  respects,  they  continue  to  subject 
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their  members  to  unlimited  liability  for  the  whole  amount  of  their 
issue  (secs«  182  and  188). 

Previously  to  the  registration  of  any  existing  joint-stock  com-  Preroc^uisites 
pany,  there  must  be  delivered  to  the  registrar  the  following  docu-  of  existing 
ments : — 1.  A  list  showing  the  names,  addresses,  and  occupations  of  ^mpames. 
all  persons  who,  on  a  day  named  not  more  than  six  clear  days  before 
the  day  of  registration,  were  members  of  such  company,  with  the 
addition  of  the  shares  held  by  such  persons  respectively,  distinguish- 
ing in  cases  where  the  shares  are  numbered,  each  share  by  its  num- 
ber :  2.  A  copy  of  the  special  act,  charter,  letters  patent,  deed  of 
settlement,  contract  of  copartnery,  cost  book  regulations,  or  other 
instrument  constituting  or  regulating  the  company :  3.  Joint-stock 
companies  intending  to  register  as  limited  companies,  must,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  above,  lodge  a  statement  specifying  their  nominal  capital 
and  the  number  of  shares ;  the  number  of  shares  taken,  and  the 
amoimt  paid  on  each ;  the  name  of  the  company,  with  ^  limited'  as 
the  last  word  thereof ;  and  in  the  case  of  companies  to  be  limited  by 
guarantee,  the  resolution  declaring  the  amount  of  the  guarantee 
(sec.  183). 

Previously  to  the  registration  of  existing  companies  other  than  Prerequisites 
joint-stock  companies  in  the  sense  of  the  Act,  there  must  be  delivered  of  ^^^^^^ 
to  the  registrar  a  list  showing  the  names,  addresses,  and  occupations  ^^i^ 
of  the  directors  or  other  managers  (if  any)  of  the  company,  a  copy  j^mpMies! 
of  the  special  act,  charter,  letters  patent,  deed  of  settlement,  con- 
tract of  copartnery,  cost  book  regulations,  or  other  instrument  con- 
stituting or  regulating  the  company,  with  the  addition,  in  the  case 
of  a  company  to  be  limited  by  guarantee,  of  the  resolution  declaring 
the  amount  of  guarantee  (sec.  184). 

When  the  capital  of  the  joint-stock  company  has  been  in  whole 
or  part  converted  into  stock,  the  statement  to  be  delivered  to  the 
registrar  must  specify  the  amount  of  stock  instead  of  the  number 
of  shares,  and  the  names  of  the  persons  holding  such  stock,  as  in  the 
former  case  (sec.  185). 

The  lists  and  statements  required  to  be  delivered  to  the  registrar  Authentication 
must  be  authenticated  by  a  declaration  of  the  directors,  or  any  two 
of  them,  or  of  any  two  other  principal  officers  of  the  company,  made 
in  terms  of  5  and  6  Gul.  iv.  c.  62  (sec.  186)  (a). 

(a)  For  form  of  declaration  see  Appendix. 
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The  registrar  may  require  such  evidence  as  he  thinks  necessary 

to  satisfy  himself  whether  the  company  seeking  registration  is  or  is 

not  a  joint-stock  company  in  the  sense  of  the  Act  (sec.  187). 

Notice  in  In  the  case  of  existing  banking  companies  intending  to  register 

existinj^  bank-    with  limited  liability,  thirty  days'  previous  notice  at  least  must  be 

re^isurinj^"  ^**    giveu  of  such  intention  to  every  customer  who  has  a  banking  account 

H^biiity!^  ^        with  the  company.     Service  may  be  made  either  personally,  or  by 

putting  the  notice  in  the  post  directed  to  the  last  known  address  of 

the  customer.     The  consequence  of  not  serving  such  notice,  is  to 

render  the  certificate  of  limited  liability  a  nullity  in  all  questions 

between  the  company  and  the  customer  who  did  not  receive  due 

notice  (sec.  188). 

Exemption  No  fees  are  exigible  for  the  registration  of  existing  companies 

from  payment  x-^*  t-^j  •  r  •  •! 

offeosT  not  registermg  as  umited  companies,  or  or  companies  previously 

limited  by  Act  of  Parliament  orietters  patent  (sec.  189). 
Certificate  of  When  the  requisites  for  registration  have  been  duly  complied 

inoorporai^.  with,  the  registrar  certifies  under  his  hand  that  the  company  apply- 
ing for  registration  is  incorporated  under  the  Act  1862,  and  in  the 
case  of  a  limited  company  that  it  is  limited ;  and  thereupon  it  is 
incorporated,  with  perpetual  succession,  a  common  seal,  and  power 
to  hold  lands.  Banking  companies  in  Scotland  so  incorporated  are 
deemed  to  be  incorporated  by  or  under  Act  of  Parliament  (sec.  191). 
Conclusive  "^^  certificate  of  incorporation  is  conclusive  evidence  of  all  the 

statutory  *  requisites  of  the  statute  having  been  complied  with,  and  that  the 
beSn^^mpUed*  Company  is  authorized  to  be  registered  as  a  limited  or  unlimited 
^'^-  company.    The  date  of  incorporation  mentioned  in  the  certificate 

is  the  date  of  incorporation  under  the  Act  (sec.  192).  This,  it  will 
be  observed,  differs  from  the  date  of  registration,  which,  as  already 
mentioned,  means  the  date  when  that  took  place  under  a  former 
Act  by  virtue  of  which  the  company  had  been  originally  formed  or 
registered  (sec.  177). 
Property  vests  ^^  property,  whether  personal  or  real,  and  all  rights  attaching 
jwratio^'"        thereto,  which  belong  to  the  company  at  the  date  of  registration 

under  the  present  Act,  vest  by  that  registration  in  the  company  as 

a  corporation  (sec.  193). 

Registration  Registration  under  the  Act  has  no  effect  on  obligations  or  lia- 

debts°pre^u^-  ^i^ities  previously  incurred  (194) ;  and  all  existing  actions  or  suits  by 

ly  incurred.       ^j.  against  the  Company,  or  the  public  officer,  or  any  member  thereof. 
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continae  in  the  same  manner  as  if  such  registration  had  not  taken 
place.  But  execution  cannot,  after  registration,  issue  against  the 
effects  of  individual  members  for  the  company  debts ;  if  the  corpo- 
ration property  or  effects  prove  insufficient  to  satisfy  the  judgment 
or  decree-  in  such  actions  or  suits,  the  only  remedy  is  an  order  to 
wind  up  (sec.  195). 

When  an  existing  company  registers  under  the  Act,  all  provi-  Effects  of  regia- 
sions  contained  in  its  special  act,  charter,  letters  patent,  deed  of  the  Act  ' 
settlement,  contract  of  copartnery,  or  other  instrument  of  formation, 
including  in  the  case  of  companies  limited  by  guarantee  the  resolu- 
tion declaring  the  amount  of  guarantee,  are  deemed  to  be  conditions 
and  regulations  of  the  company,  in  the  same  way  as  if  they  were 
contained  in  a  registered  memorandum  and  articles  of  association ; 
and  all  the  provisions  of  the  Act  apply  to  the  company,  and  its 
members,  contributories,  and  creditors,  in  the  same  way  as  if  it  had 
been  formed  under  the  Act  (sec.  196). 

This  rule  must,  however,  be  taken  with  the  following  limita-  i^imitation  to  ; 

D  ^  general  rule. 

lions : — 1.  Table  A,  Schedule  1,  does  not  apply  to  companies  pre- 
viously existing,  when  they  are  registered  under  the  Act,  unless 
adopted  by  special  resolution.  2.  The  statutory  provisions  as  to 
nombering  of  shares  do  not  apply  to  any  joint-stock  company  whose 
shares  are  not  numbered.  3.  No  company  has  power  to  alter  any 
provisions  contained  in  its  special  act.  4.  No  company  can  alter 
provisions  contained  in  letters  patent  without  the  sanction  of  the 
Board  of  Trade.  5.  In  the  event  of  the  company  being  wound  up, 
all  persons  liable  for  company  debts  or  liabilities  contracted  prior 
to  registration,  and  their  representatives,  may  be  made  contribu- 
tories. 6.  The  company  cannot  alter  such  provisions  contained  in 
the  original  instrument  of  its  constitution  as  would,  if  the  company 
had  been  formed  under  the  present  Act,  have  been  contained  in  the 
memorandum  of  association,  and  have  been  unalterable  (sec.  196). 
This,  however,  does  not  affect  such  powers  of  altering  its  con- 
stitution or  regulations  as  may  be  vested  in  the  company  by  the 
original  instrument  of  its  constitution  (sec.  196). 
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CHAPTER    XII. 

FORMATION  OF  COMPANIES  BY  ROYAL   CHARTER  AND 

LETTERS  PATENT. 


of°the  u"**^*'  According  to  the  ancient  laws  of  the  United  Kingdom^  associa- 
tions erected  by  royal  charter  could  be  nothing  less  than  full  cor- 
porations possessed  of  all  the  naturalia  of  a  body  politic^  and  in 
particular  of  endless  endurance  and  limited  liability  (a).  This^ 
which  had  come  to  be  a  fundamental  principle  of  corporation  law, 
affords  a  striking  proof  of  the  sagacity  of  our  ancestors,  who  at  an 
early  period  had  discovered  that  associations  for  carrying  on  under- 
takings  of  a  public  nature  could  only  work  safely  and  prosperously 
when  they  formed  bodies  whose  term  of  existence  was  unlimited, 
and  who  were  something  entirely  distinct  from  the  varying  units  of 
which  at  any  time  they  might  be  composed ;  and  that  they  would 
never  be  formed  on  a  scale  sufficiently  large  to  ensure  successful 
operation,  unless  their  members  were  secured  against  that  personal 
liability  which  attaches  to  the  members  of  ordinary  copartneries. 

Changes.  But  iu  later  times,  when  plausible  theories  were  more  regarded 

than  the  lessons  of  experience,  these  principles  came  to  be  overlooked 
or  forgotten ;  and  it  was  imagined  that  the  benefits  of  combined 
action  in  carrying  on  public  undertakings  might  be  secured,  while 
the  fundamental  conditions  of  its  successful  working  were  ignored. 

6  Geo-iv.  C.91.  Accordingly,  in  the  year  1825  an  Act  was  passed,  empowering  the 

Crown  to  grant  charters  of  incorporation,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
declare  that  the  persons  incorporated  should-  be  personally  respon- 
sible for  the  debts  of  the  association.  The  total  want  of  success 
which  attended  this  piece  of  legislation,  instead  of  showing  the 
unsoundness  of  its  principle,  led  in  1834  to  the  passing  of  another 


4  ft  6  Qui.  IV. 
0.  94. 


(a)  See  preambles  to  6  Geo.  iv.  c.  1,      73 ;  Shaw's  Bell's  Prin.  s.  2177  et  xq.; 
4  aDd  5  Gul.  iv.  c.  94,  and  1  Vict.  c.      and  Grant  on  Corp.  pp.  80  et  seq. 
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Act,  enabling  the  Crovm,  without  incorporating  at  all,  to  confer  on 

a  company  by  means  of  letters  patent  certain  privileges,  such  as 

that  of  sning  and  being  saed  in  the  name  of  a  public  officer.    Both 

these  Acts  being  found  unsuccessful,  were  repealed  by  the  Act  of  7  GuL  iv.  and 

1837,  known  as  the  Letters  Patent  Act,  which  is  still  in  force. 

By  this  statute  many  useful  provisions  are  enacted,  and  the  Effects  of 

.  ....  Btatuto. 

principle  of  registration  is  introduced;  but  in  other  respects  its 
provisions  are  characterized  by  the  same  unsoundness  of  principle 
that  proved  fatal  to  the  two  preceding  Acts,  inasmuch  as  it  allows 
associations  to  be  erected  into  quad  corporations  with  a  limited  term 
of  duration,  and  with  the  members  subjected  in  personal  liability 
for  the  company  debts  as  in  ordinary  partnerships — ^thus  permitting 
associations  to  come  into  existence  uhprovided  with  those  privileges 
which  experience  has  indicated  to  be  important  conditions  of  suc- 
cessful operation.  The  Letters  Patent  Act  has  accordingly  veri- 
fied the  prognostications  of  practical  men ;  and  its  main  object  of 
creating  associations  for  public  undertakings,  with  limited  privileges, 
has  been  almost  entirely  frustrated.  Yet  it  must  be  examined  in 
a  work  of  this  kind,  as  companies  may  still  be  formed  under  its 
provisions,  and  as  it  has  a  very  important  bearing  on  all  corporations 
now  erected  by  prerogative. 

All  Crown  charters  are  letters  patent,  the  last  being  the  genus  Distinction 
of  which  the  former  is  merely  a  particular  species.     But  since  the  charters  ami^*^ 
passing  of  the  Letters  Patent  Act  a  distinction  is  made  between   *    "P*^*!*- 
companies  incorporated  by  royal  charter  and  companies  privileged 
by  letters  patent,  the  former  being  proper  corporations,  the  latter 
being  mere  privileged  partnerships  hardly  deserving  the  name  of 
qvuisi  corporations. 

I.   CHARTERED   COMPANIES. 

Companies  established  by  royal  charter  are  proper  corporations,  Chartered 
and  until  the  passing  of  the  Letters  Patent  Acts  were  necessarily  coTwratfonsr 
possessed  of  all  the  naturalia  of  these  bodies  politic,  insomuch  that 
it  exceeded  the  prerogative  to  derogate  from  them  in  the  incorpo- 
rating charter.  Hence  it  would  seem  that  all  associations  erected 
by  royal  charter  prior  to  1825,  with  the  exception  of  such  as 
received  their  charter  under  the  provisions  of  an  Act  of  Parliament 
limiting  their  privileges,  possess  ipso  jure  all  the  naturalia  of  a  cor- 
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Effects  of 
charter. 


Obtaining  of 
charters. 


poration  proper.  Provisions,  it  is  said,  were  sometimes  introduced 
into  Scotch  charters,  bearing  that  the  members  of  the  company 
should,  notwithstanding  incorporation,  be  liable  personally  for  the 
company  debts,  as  in  a  common  partnership;  but  there  is  great 
reason  to  believe  that  such  provisions  are  either  absolute  nullities, 
or  may  tend  to  affect  the  validity  of  the  charter. 

Since  1825,  the  date  of  the  first  Letters  Patent  Act,  the  law  is 
somewhat  altered.  If  in  charters  granted  since  that  period  no  pro- 
vision is  contained  to  the  contrary,  the  company  is  a  full  corporation 
as  of  old,  with  all  its  rights  and  privileges ;  but  if  the  charter  contain 
clauses  limiting  the  period  of  duration  to  a  fixed  term,  and  eliminat- 
ing in  w^hole  or  in  part  the  element  of  non-liability  of  the  members 
for  the  company  debts  (a),  these  limitations  will  be  effectual. 

The  charter  provides  rules  and  regulations  for  the  management 
of  the  association  ;  and  in  so  far  as  these  extend,  they  form  a  code 
of  laws  binding  on  it  and  its  members.  Within  the  limits  defined 
in  the  charter,  the  members  may  pass  bye-laws  for  the  management 
of  the  corporation ;  but  in  other  respects  they  cannot  in  the  least 
degree  modify  or  innovate  the  constitution  and  rules  laid  down  in  the 
incorporating  instrument  (b).  An  Act  of  Parliament  may  alter  or 
detract  from  the  provisions  of  a  charter,  as  it  may  entirely  subvert  the 
corporation ;  but  the  Crown  has  no  power  to  vary  the  terms  of  a  charter 
once  accepted,  or  to  force  a  new  one  on  an  unwilling  corporation  (c). 
Without  a  formal  surrender,  the  Crown  may  in  general  alter  9r 
modify  the  terms  of  an  old  charter,  provided  this  be  consented  to 
by  the  will  of  the  corporation,  which  is  that  of  a  majority  of  its 
members  {d) ;  but  if  the  charter  have  once  been  confirmed  by 
statute,  it  cannot  afterwards  be  varied  without  the  authority  of  the 
Legislature  (e). 

To  obtain  a  charter  it  is  necessary  to  petition  the  Queen  in 
Council,  and  to  lodge  the  petition  and  a  draft  of  the  desired  charter 


(a)  1  Vict.  c.  73,  bs.  4,  29  ;  and  see 
6  Geo.  IV.  c.  91 ;  and  Charter  of  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Scotland;  Pari.  Pa. 
Estimates  and  Accounts  for  1881. 

(6)  HiU  V.  Fairweather,  1823,  2  S. 
491 ;  Corstorphine  v.  Trades  of  Calian^ 
1834,  12  S.  897.  See  antea,  p.  37 ; 
and  Somes  v.  Currie^  1  K.  and  J.  606. 


(c)  Grant  18  et  seq,;  Dr  Ashew*s 
case,  per  Yates,  J.,  4  Burr.  2200. 

(d)  Grant  18  et  seq. ;  Bull.  N.  P. 
212  c. ;  R,Y,  Haythomej  5  B.  and  C. 
410  ;  R,  V.  Hughes,  7  B.  and  C.  708. 

(e)  Royal  Ex,  v.  Vaughan^  1  Burr. 
155  ;  Grant  10 ;  R.  v.  Miller,  6  T.  R. 
268. 
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at  the  Council  Office.  These  documents  are  afterwards  laid  before 
the  Board  of  Trade,  and  any  other  Government  officials  whose 
advice  may  be  deemed  of  importance.  But  before  any  report  has 
been  made  thereon,  it  is  necessary  that  notice  of  the  application  be 
inserted  by  the  parties  applying,  three  several  times  in  the  London 
GazeUe,  and  in  one  or  more  of  the  newspaper  circulating  within 
the  county  in  which  it  is  proposed  that  the  company's  principal 
place  of  business  shall  be  established,  at  intervals  of  not  less  than 
a  week  (a).  If  the  report  prove  satisfactory,  and  it  be  resolved  to 
accede  to  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  the  charter  as  finally  adjusted 
18  issued  under  the  seal  appointed  to  be  used  in.  Scotland  in  place 
of  the  Great  Seal,  and  is  duly  registered.  The  Crown  cannot 
incorporate  persons  against  their  will ;  and  therefore,  to  render  a 
charter  valid  and  binding,  it  must  not  only  be  duly  granted  by  the 
Crown,  but  accepted  by  those  in  whose  favour  it  is  issued. 

The  members  of  the  corporation  are  such  persons  only  as  are  ^^'^  ^^ 

*  i/  members, 

declared  to  be  so  in  the  charter,  or  are  subsequently  admitted 
members  in  terms  of  the  provisions  contained  in  it,  or  authorized 
by  it  to  be  made  for  that  purpose  (&). 

Charters,  however  formally  obtained,  are  not  necessarily  of  any  XjjJ^^  °' 
legal  value.  If  in  granting  them  the  Crown  has  exceeded  its  pre- 
rogative,— as  by  seeking  to  confer  rights  or  privileges  which  could 
only  be  conceded  by  the  Legislature ;  or  if  they  have  been  obtained 
ander  a  misconception — ^induced,  for  example,  by  false  and  fraudu- 
lent representations, — ^they  maybe  reduced  as  nullities  by  the  supreme 
tribunals  (c).  This  may  be  done  in  England  by  the  prerogative 
writ  of  quo  warranto^  or  by  an  information  in  the  nature  of  that 
writ  filed  by  the  Attorney-General,  or  by  scire  fadasj  at  the 
instance  or  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Crown  (d).  In  Scotland, 
the  proper  form  of  procedure  would  seem  to  be  by  action  of 
declarator  and  reduction,  at  the  instance  or  with  the  concurrence  ^ 

of  the  Lord  Advocate  (e).    Those  at  whose  instance  and  petition 

(a)  Wordsworth    on    Mining    and  {d)  See  Reg.  v.  East.  Archi.  Co,^ 

other  Companies  235 ;  Lindley  115 ;  4  De  Gex,  M.  and  G.  199,  and  1  £11. 

I  Vict.  c.  73,  8.  32.  and  Bl.  310,  and  2  ibid.  856 ;  Yfhax- 

(h)  See  per  Yates,  J.,  4  Burr.  2200;  ton^s   Law  Lexicon    768 ;   Grant  on 

lindley  114.  CJorp.  39  et  seq. 

(c)  Maton  v.   Mag.  of  Montrose^  (e)  See  Act  1567,  c.  18,  which  gave 

1821, 1  S.  136;  Act  1567,  c.  18;  Mac-  extraordinary  powers  to  the  Goiurt  of 

^ride  Y.  Lindsay^  1852,  9  Ha.  574.  Session  ;  Bishop  of  Dunkeld  v.  Balme- 
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the  charter  was  obtained  cannot  insist  for  its  reduction,  however 
objectionable  its  provisions  may  be,  or  whatever  irregularities  may 
have  attended  its  concession :  from  this  they  are  barred  by  their 
own  acts  of  application  and  acceptance  (a).  The  same  rule  would 
seem  to  apply  to  those  of  the  public  who  have  contracted  with  the 
corporation  on  the  basis  of  its  validity,  at  least  in  so  far  as  their 
engagements  with  it  are  concerned.  But  as  regards  acts  done  by  a 
body  pretending  to  be  a  corporation,  when  its  charter  was  in  fact 
invalid,  these  may  seemingly  be  resisted  and  called  in  question  by 
the  public,  without  the  necessity  of  formal  proceedings  to  annul 
the  charter  (6).  It  must  be  confessed,  however,  that  much  obsca- 
rity  hangs  over  this  branch  of  corporation  law  in  Scotland. 

II.    LETTERS  PATENT  COMPANIES. 


TiOttors  patont 
companies  not 
corporations. 


How  obtained. 


Formation  of 
company. 


Companies  formed  under  the  provisions  of  the  Letters  Patent 
Acts  are  not  corporations,  but  are  mere  common  law  companies  or 
partnerships  possessed  of  such  privileges  as  are  contained  in  their 
letters  patent. 

Letters  patent  are  obtained  in  the  same  way,  and  by  adopting 
the  same  procedure,  as  in  the  case  of  a  royal  charter;  but  the 
company  is  not  formed  by  them :  their  effect  is  merely  to  super- 
induce certain  privileges  on  the  company  when  it  has  been  formed 
as  now  to  be  explained  (c). 

A  company  obtaining  the  privileges  of  letters  patent  must  be 
entered  into  and  be  formed  by  a  deed  of  partnership  or  association 
(sec.  5).  This  instrument  contains  the  number  of  shares  into  which 
the  undertaking  is  divided,  the  name  or  style  of  the  company,  and 
the  names  of  the  members,  the  date  of  commencement,  the  business 
or  purpose,  and  the  principal  place  of  business.  These  five  last 
particulars  may  be  contained  in  a  schedule  attached  to  the  con- 
tract. The  contract  must  also  contain  the  appointment  of  two  or 
more  officers  to  sue  or  be  sued  on  behalf  of  the  company  (sec.  5)  (ci). 


rino,  1630,  M.  9892 ;  and  compare  16 
and  16  Vict.  c.  83,  a.  43,  with  Gillespie 
V.  Young,  1861,  23  D.  857. 

(a)  See  Mill  v.  Mag,  of  Montrose  as 
revd.,  1825,  1  W.  and  S.  570. 


(b)  See  Grant  on  Corp.  40 ;  Lindley 
115. 

(c)  7  Gul.  IV.  and  1  Vict.  c.  73, 
88.  2  and  5. 

(d)  See  Philipson  v.  Earl  o/Egre- 
mont,  6  Q.  B.  587. 


Chap.  XII.]  LETTERS  PATENT  COMPANIES.  101 

Within  three  months  after  the  grant  of  the  letters  patent,  the 
company  must  make  a  return  to  the  General  Registry  Office  at 
Edinburgh  (in  the  case  of  a  Scotch  company),  containing  the  date 
of  the  grant,  the  name  of  the  company,  the  business  and  the 
principal  place  for  carrying  it  on,  the  total  number  of  shares 
regularly  numbered  in  succession,  the  amount  to  which  each  share 
renders  its  holders  liable,  the  names  and  (except  in  the  case  of 
corporations)  the  places  of  abode  of  all  the  members,  and  the 
distinctive  number  or  numbers  of  shares  held  by  each  member. 
A  return  must  at  the  same  time  be  made  of  the  name  and  descrip- 
tion of  the  officers  appointed  to  sue  and  be  sued  on  its  behalf.  A 
form  is  given  in  Schedule  A  attached  to  the  Act  (sees.  6  and  16). 

After  this  registration,  no  change  can  be  made  on  the  company 
name ;  and  if  the  principal  place  of  business  is  changed,  a  corre- 
sponding return,  in  the  form  of  Schedule  B  (sec.  7),  must  be  made 
within  three  months. 

When  persons  cease  to  be  members  of  the  company,  except  by 
transfer  of  shares  made  by  deed  or  in  writing,  or  when  any  addi- 
tional shareholder  is  added  thereto,  a  return  must  in  like  manner 
be  made ;  and  when  a  member's  name  is  changed  by  marriage  or 
otherwise,  a  return  must  in  like  manner  be  made,  setting  forth  the 
alteration  in  terms  of  Schedule  C  (sec.  8). 

All  returns  must  be  signed  by  one  of  the  officers,  and  verified  by  a  Authentication 
declaration  of  such  officer,  in  terms  of  5  and  6  6ul.  iv.  c.  62.  In  de- 
fault of  such  officer,  the  return  must  be  signed  and  verified  by  some 
member  of  the  company  (sec.  14).  The  form  of  declaration  is  given 
in  the  Appendix.  The  return  is  not  rendered  invalid  by  uninten- 
tional error,  provided  a  correct  return  be  transmitted  within  one 
month  there^ter  in  the  form  of  Sch.  F,  appended  to  the  Act.  The 
returns  are  registered  by  the  Lord  Clerk  Register  or  his  deputy,  in 
books  kept  for  the  purpose;  and  any  one  is  entitled  to  their  inspection 
on  a  fee  of  cue  shilling,  and  to  a  certified  copy  on  payment  of  a  small 
sum  (sec.  17).  These  certified  copies  are  received  as  evidence  (sec.  18). 

No  person  becoming  a  member  by  transfer  or  otherwise  is  enti-  Creation  and 
tied  to  recover  any  share  of  profits,  until  duly  entered  on  the  register  membership, 
(sec.  20)  ;  and  persons  ceasing  to  be  members,  whether  by  transfer, 
death,  or  otherwise,  continue  liable  as  members  till  the  transfer  or 
other  fact  by  which  membership  ceased  has  been  registered  (sec.  21). 
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FORMATION  OF  COMPANIES  UNDER   'THE  COMPANIES 
CLAUSES  CONSOLIDATION  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1845 '  (a). 

A  COMPANY  formed  under  this  statute  is  incorporated  and  brought 
under  the  general  provisions  of  the  statute  by  its  special  act, 
which  at  the  same  time  provides  for  such  peculiarities  in  its  con- 
stitution and  management  as  the  Legislature  deems  necessary  to 
enable  it  to  prosecute  successfully  the  ends  and  purposes  of  its 
creation.  The  clauses  and  provisions  of  the  general  statute  are 
held  to  be  incorporated  with  and  to  form  part  of  the  special  act, 
except  in  so  far  as  they  are  specially  varied  or  rendered  inappli- 
cable by  the  latter.  When  the  expression  ^prescribed*  occurs  in 
the  general  statute,  it  means  something  prescribed  in  the  special 
act  for  the  purpose  referred  to  (preamble  and  sees.  1,  2,  and  5). 

In  order  to  obtain  a  special  act,  the  promoters  must  of  course 
satisfy  the  Legislature  of  the  public  utility  of  their  proposed  under- 
taking. An  instrument  must  be  executed  termed  a  parliamentary 
contract;  and  certain  rules  and  formalities  prescribed  by  the 
Standing  Orders  must  be  observed  and  carried  out.  These  orders 
are  published  annually,  and  frequently  vary  in  their  details,  so  that 
the  last  edition  only  can  be  relied  on. 

The  parliamentary  contract  is  an  agreement  entered  into  by 
the  subscribers,  whereby  each  undertakes  to  pay  a  sum  set  opposite 
his  name.  The  total  amount  subscribed  must  equal  three-fourths 
of  the  expense  which  has  been  estimated  as  the  cost  of  the  pro- 
posed undertaking.  The  ^  parliamentary  contract '  is  not  to  be 
confused  with  the  ^  subscribers'  agreement,'  which,  as  already 
explained,  is  a  private  contract  entered  into  between  the  promoters 
and  those  who  agree  to  take  shares  in  the  company  when  formed. 
Both  are,  however,  sometimes  embodied  in  the  same  instrument. 

(a)  8  Vict.  c.  17. 
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Until  the  special  act  has  been  obtained,  the  company  does  not 
come  into  existence,  and  the  partnership  relation  between  the  sub- 
cribers  is  not  constituted.  In  the  meantime  they  are  not  partners, 
but  merely  persons  associated  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  an  act  to 
create  a  corporation  for  the  prosecution  of  a  certain  undertaking  (a). 
When  the  act  is  obtained,  the  company  is  incorporated,  and  the 
subscribers  and  others  applying  for  shares  may  become  its  members 
by  registration.  Companies  incorporated  by  special  act  prior  to  the 
8th  of  May  1845,  are  govemed  exclusively  by  their  special  acts ; 
but  all  jointrstock  companies  in  Scotland,  incorporated,  or  to  be 
incorporated,  by  Act  of  Parliament,  for  carrying  on  public  under- 
takings since  that  date,  are  governed  by  their  special  acts,  in  com- 
bination with  the  provisions  of  the  general  Act  which  we  are  now 
considering  (preamble)  (6). 

The  capital  of  a  company  formed  under  this  general  Act  is  Distribution 
divided  into  shares  of  the  number  and  amount  prescribed  in  its 
special  act,  and  they  must  be  numbered  in  arithmetical  pn)gression 
(sec.  6). 

As  to  who  are  to  be  deemed  shareholders,  or,  in  other  words,  shareholders. 
what  constitutes  membership,  the  following  are  the  statutory  pro- 
visions :  '  The  word  shareholder  shall  mean  shareholder,  proprietor, 
or  member  of  the  company'  (sec.  3).  '  Every  person  who  shall 
have  subscribed  the  prescribed  sum  or  upwards  to  the  capital  of  the 
company,  or  shall  otherwise  have  become  entitled  to  a  share  in  the 
company,  and  whose  name  shall  have  been  entered  in  the  register 
of  shareholders,  shall  be  deemed  a  shareholder  of  the  company' 
(sec.  8).     This  register  of  shareholders  is  a  book  which  the  com-  Register  of 

j^i_  j»         !_•!_  4.  -L.  J.       ji  t  A*  shareholders. 

pany  is  required  to  keep,  and  m  which  must  be  entered  from  time 
U>  time  the  names  of  the  shareholders,  together  with  the  number 
of  shares  they  are  entitled  to  hold.  The  names  must  be  in 
alphabetical  order,  and  the  shares  must  be  distinguished  by  their 
numbers.  The  book  must  be  authenticated  by  the  company  seal, 
adhibited  at  the  first  ordinary  meeting,  or  at  the  next,  and  so  forth 
from  time  to  time  (sec.  9).    When  so  authenticated,  it  is  declared  to 

(a)  See  chap.  x.  p.  76.  of  the  corresponding  English  general 

(6)  When  a  part  of  a  Scotch  line  of  Act  8  and  9  Vict.  c.  16,  quoad  such 

railway  niiis  into  England,  the  com-  part  of  the  line.     See  WiUon  v.  Cal. 

pany  is  brought  under  the  provisions  Rn,^  5  Ex.  822. 
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holders. 


TU'gieter  prima 
facit  evidence. 


he  prima  facie  evidence  of  membership  against  a  person  whose  name 
stands  registered  therein  (sec.  29).  And  creditors  have  a  right 
to  its  inspection  (sec.  38).  The  company  must  also  keep  a  *  share- 
holders' address  book,'  which  may  be  perused  by  any  shareholder 
at  convenient  times  (sec.  10). 

Any  shareholder  is  entitled  on  demand,  and  on  payment  of  a 
small  fee,  to  a  certificate  of  proprietorship  from  the  company, 
having  the  common  seal  affixed  (sec.  11) ;  and  provisions  are  made 
for  having  it  renewed  when  worn  out  or  damaged  (sec.  13).  This 
certificate  is  declared  to  be  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  title  of  tlie 
shareholder,  and  of  his  executors,  administrators,  successors,  and 
assigns,  to  the  share  therein  specified ;  but  the  want  of  this  docu- 
ment does  not  prevent  a  sale  of  shares  by  the  holder  (sec.  12). 

These  statutory  provisions  appear  to  have  for  their  object,  1. 
The  supplying  of  evidence  of  membership  against  persons  sued  as 
shareholders  ;  and  2.  The  furnishing  of  evidence  of  proprietorship 
in  favour  of  parties  claiming  the  rights  of  members. 

(1.)  Evidence  of  membership  as  against  persons  sued  as  share- 
holders. 

The  register  is  prima  facie  evidence  of  membership  against  any 
person  whose  name  it  bears.  But  to  entitle  it  to  this  statutoiy 
privilege,  it  must  have  been  kept  and  authenticated  in  accordance 
with  the  statutory  provisions  contained  in  sec.  9.  Hence  it  was 
rejected  as  prima  facie  evidence  in  favour  of  the  company,  where 
it  did  not  contain  the  correct  number  of  shares  belonging  to  each 
person,  and  the  amount  of  subscriptions  paid  upon  such  shares  (a). 
A  rough  share-book  is  not  entitled  to  the  statutory  privilege  (6). 
And  the  register,  however  accurately  kept,  is  not  prima  faci^ 
evidence  that  one  whose  name  it  bears  was  a  shareholder  at  any 
time  prior  to  the  date  when  the  seal  was  affixed  (c).  But  it  will  be 
received  as  prima  facie  evidence  if  duly  sealed,  though  it  may  not 
have  been  kept  with  perfect  regularity,  and  may  in  some  respects 
be  inaccurate  and   imperfect  (d).      If  the  register  is   in  several 


(a)  Cal.  and  Dumb,  Ra.  Co,  v. 
Lockhart,  1855,  17  D.  917. 

(6)  Birkenhead,  Lancashire,  Ra,  Co., 
4  Ex.  426  ;  Cfieltenham  and  Grt.  West. 
Mid.  Rail.  Co.,  9  G.  and  P.  55. 


(c)  Ibid. 

(d)  Whitehaven  Ra,  Co,  v.  Bain, 
1850,  12  D.  829,  aff.  3  House  of  Loitk 
Cases ;  7  Bellas  Ap.  79 ;  London  Gr. 
.htn.  Rn.  Cf>.,  1  Q.  B.  271,  2  M.  and 
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Yoluines,  the  last  of  which  contains  a  recapitulation,  it  is  suffi- 
cientlj  authenticated  by  the  seal  being  afBxed  to  such  recapitular 
tion  (a).  And  if  the  seal  be  de  facto  affixed,  it  is  not  necessary  to 
proye  the  time  or  place  at  which,  or  the  authority  by  which,  it  was 
appended  (b). 

The  register,  though  prima  fade,  is  not  conclusive  evidence  of  ^^^[ye°* 
membership  against  a  party  whose  name  appears  thereon.  It  is  ^^^^'^^^ 
provided  by  sec.  8,  that  a  person  shall  be  deemed  a  shareholder,  if 
by  subscription  or  otherwise  he  has  become  entitled  to  a  share  in 
the  undertaking,  and  has  been  entered  in  the  register.  Hence  a 
party  whose  name  has  been  registered,  may  rebut  the  prima  facie 
evidence  so  created,  by  showing  that  his  name  was  inserted  on  the 
register,  while  he  had  not  acquired  the  right  to  be  a  shareholder  (c). 
But  if  a  person  has  dealt  with  the  company  as  a  shareholder,  and 
has  been  registered  as  such,  he  cannot  set  aside  the  effect  of  such 
registration^  on  the  ground  that  certain  conditions  or  formalities 
strictly  requisite  to  confer  on  him  the  right  to  become  a  shareholder 
had  not  been  observed.  Such  objections  are  personal  to  the  com- 
pany, and  will  in  any  view  be  held  as  waived  by  the  conduct  of  the 
party  ((/). 

The  register  is  not  the  only  evidence  by  which  a  party  may  be  ^^^^  ^^^ 
proved  a  member  at  the  instance  of  the  company.  The  statute,  evidence. 
though  declaring  the  register  to  be  ptima  facie  evidence,  nowhere 
excludes  other  evidence.  Hence,  when  the  register,  from  its  irre- 
gular character  and  want  of  proper  authentication,  may  not  be 
prima  facie  evidence,  it  is  still  admissible  as  evidence  pro  tanto  to 
be  supplemented  by  evidence />rott<  dejure  (e).  But  it  should  seem 
that  a  party  cannot  be  made  liable  as  a  shareholder  to  the  com- 
pany, when  his  name  has  not  been  registered  at  all  (/). 


G.  606  ;  Birmingham  Ra.  Co.^  1  Q.  B. 
256;  Southampton  Dock  Co.^  1  Man. 
andGr.448;  Gr.Nor,  Ra.  Co.  v.  Inglis, 
13  D.  1316,  aflF.  1852,  1  Macq.  112. 

(a)  Grt.  Nor.  Ra.  Co.  v.  IngliSy 
1851,  13  D.  1315 ;  aff.  1852,  1  Macq. 
112. 

(h)  North-West.  Ra.  Co.,  5  Ex. 
855  ;  and  see  Cal.  and  Dumb.  Ra.  Co. 
V.  Lockhart,  1856,  17  D.  917. 

(c)  Water/ord  Ra.  Co.,  8  Ex.  279  ; 


Carmarthen  Ra.  Co.,  1  Foe.  and  Fin. 
282.  See  per  Loid  President  in 
Cal.  Ra.  Co.  v.  Lockhart,  1854,  17 
D.  30. 

(d)  Sheffield  and  Man.  Ra.  Co.,  7 
M.  and  W.  574  ;  Thomson  v.  FuUar- 
ton,  1842,  5  D.  379. 

(e)  Cal.  and  Dumb.  Ra.  Co.,  1854, 
17  D.  25  and  917. 

(/)  See  as  to  this  under  the  head 
'  Calls.' 
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(2.)  Evidence  of  membership  in  favour  of  parties  claiming  the 
rights  of  shareholders. 

The  certificate  of  proprietorship  is  prima  facie  evidence  of  the 
title  of  the  person  whose  name  it  bears ;  but  as  the  want  of  such 
certificate  is  not  conclusive  against  one  claiming  to  be  a  share- 
holder,  if  he  can  establish  that  character  aliundey  so  the  mere 
possession  of  the  certificate  is  not  conclusive  evidence  in  his  favour, 
but  may  be  rebutted  by  proof  prout  de  jure. 

The  entry  of  a  party's  name  on  the  register,  as  it  affords  prima 
fade  evidence  against  him  if  sued  for  caUs,  would  also  seem  to  be 
good  evidence  in  his  favour  when  claiming  dividends  or  other 
rights  of  a  shareholder.  But  since  it  is  not  declared  that  those 
only  are  to  be  deemed  shareholders  whose  names  appear  on  the 
register,  it  should  seem  that  persons  whose  names  are  not  on 
the  register  may  vindicate  their  rights  of  membership  by  evidence 
prout  dejure  (a). 

A  person  entitled  to  shares  may  compel  the  company  to  register 
him  as  a  shareholder.  This  is  done  in  England  by  mandamus  (b) ; 
in  Scotland  the  remedy  would  seem  to  be  by  action  of  declarator, 
with  conclusions  ad  factum  prcestandum,  Refusal  or  unreasonable 
delay  to  register  a  party  entitled  to  shares,  will  ground  an  action  of 
damages  against  the  company  (c). 


(a)  See  Great  Nor,  Ra.  Co,  v.  IngUa^ 
1851,  13  D.  1315 ;  aff.  1  Macq.  112. 

(6)  R,  Y,  General  Cemetery  Co,,  6 
£.  and  B.  415;  Copeland  v.  North- 
East,  Ra,  Co,,  6  E.  and  B.  277. 


(c)  Catchpole  y.  Atnbergate  Ra, 
Co,,  1  El.  and  Black.  Ill;  Stewart y. 
AnglO'Cal,  Gold  Min.  Co,,  18  Q.  B. 
736. 
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BOOK  IL 

CONSTITUTION  AND   MANAGEMENT  OF 
PARTNERSHIPS  AND    COMPANIES. 


CHAPTER    I. 

GENERAL    RULES. 

The  purposes  for  which  a  partnership  or  company  is  formed,  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  to  be  managed,  and  the  machinery  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  management,  are  generally  laid  down  with  tolerable 
clearness  in  the  instrument  of  formation,  whether  this  be  partner- 
ship articles,  deed  of  settlement,  etc.,  or  Act  of  Parliament,  charter, 
or  memorandum  and  articles  of  association.  These  must  be  rigidly 
adhered  to  while  they  remain  in  force;  and  every  attempt  to  depart 
from  them  may  be  effectually  resisted  by  any  partner  or  share- 
holder who  deems  himself  aggrieved  (a). 

Unless  it  be  otherwise  provided  in  the  contract,  the  powers  of  Priyate  firmfl. 
the  members  of  an  ordinary  partnership  are  in  all  respects  equal ; 
and  therefore  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  partners  to 
exclude  others  from  the  management  will  be  at  once  checked  on 
application  to  the  Court  (b).    Indeed,  so  jealously  are  the  rights  of 

(a)  See,  as  illustrative  of  this,  Max-  11  D.  571 ;  Hill  v.  Edin,  and  Glasgow 

ton  V.  Brown,  1839,  1  D.  867  ;  FUm-  Ra.  Co.,  1849,  21  Jur.  445 ;  Graham 

ing  V.    Campbell,   1845,   7   D.   935;  v.  North  BrU.  Bank,  IS^9, 11  DAUb] 

Williamson  v.  North  Brit.  Ra.  Co.,  Wilsons.  Glasgow  and S.-W.  Ra.  Co., 

1846,  9  D.  255  ;  Brown  v.  Adam,  1848,  1850,  13  D.  227  ;  Pollock  v.  Ritchie, 

10  D.  744 ;  Balfour's  Trust  v.  Edin.  and  1851, 13  D.  640 ;  Blackburn  v.  Stewart, 

Northern  Ra.  Co.,  1848, 10  D.  1240 ;  1851,  13  D.  1243  ;  Western  Bank  v. 

Wedderbum  v.  Scot.   Cent.  Ra.  Co.,  Bairds,  1862,  24  D.  859. 

1848,  10  D.  1317;  National  Ex.  Co.  (A)  Dickson  v.  Dickson,  1323,  2  S. 

V.  Glasgow  and  Ard.  Ra.  Co.,  1849,  413  ;  Howe  v.  Wood,  2  Jac.  and  W. 
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partners  guarded  in  this  respect,  that  when,  by  the  provisions  of  tlie 
contract  of  copartnery,  shareholders  were  prohibited  from  access 
to  the  books,  the  Court  held  that  this  did  not  prevent  a  shareholder 
from  insisting  on  their  exhibition  when  he  accused  the  directors  of 
fraud  (a). 

Arrangements  by  which  the  management  is  exclusively  entrusted 
to  a  few  of  the  partners,  receive  effect  only  inter  sociosy  and  do  not 
affect  the  public  while  they  remain  ignorant  of  such  restrictions  (b). 

* 

COMPANIES. 


Directors, 


i^pointment 
of; 


In  companies,  as  contradistinguished  from  private  firms,  the 
ordinary  and  executive  management  is  entrusted  exclusively  to 
managers  or  directors,  who  are  chosen  by  the  body  of  shareholders 
or  partners,  while  the  latter  retain  only  the  right  of  general  super- 
vision, and  the  direction  of  such  extraordinary  acts  of  administration 
as  require  the  approval  of  majorities.  The  shareholders  or  partners 
are  therefore  in  no  sense  the  agents  of  the  company,  nor  is  it  bound 
by  their  acts  or  representations.  Even  when  the  company  is  not 
incorporated,  the  public  are  presumed  to  be  aware  of  this  feature 
in  the  management  (c). 

When  the  company  is  unincorporate,  the  constitution  and 
powers  of  the  managing  body  are  determined  by  the  articles  of 
association;  when  incorporate,  they  are  regulated  by  the  provi- 
sions of  the  incorporating  instrument,  whether  special  act,  charter, 
or  registered  memorandum  and  articles  of  association. 

The  regulations  of  the  company  generally  prescribe  the  manner 
in  which  the  directors  or  other  managers  are  to  be  appointed,  and 
also  the  qualifications  necessary  for  the  office.  Any  substantial 
infringement  of  these  rules  will  invalidate  the  election,  and  entitle 
dissentient  shareholders  to  have  officials  so  appointed  interdicted 
from  acting,  provided  the  irregular  appointment  has  not  been  homo- 
logated by  express  or  implied  acquiescence  {d).     But  the  acts  of 


658 ;  Goodman  v.  Wkitcomby  1  Jac. 
and  W.  589. 

(a)  Collins  v.  North  British  Bank^ 
1850,  13  D.  349. 

(6)  See  Powers  of  Partners. 

(c)  Barms  Y.  Pennel^  1849,  per  Lord 


Campbell,  6  Bell's  App.  562,  and  2 
H.  of  Lords  Cas.  520. 

(d)  Blackburn  v.  Finlay,  1848,  10 
D.  590;  Blackburn  v.  Buchanopy 
1848,  20  Jut.  199. 


Chap.  I.] 


GENERAL  RULES. 


109 


such  irregularly  appointed  oflSce-bearers  will  bind  the  company  in 
all  contracts  into  which  strangers  have  bona  Jide  entered  with  them 
as  the  company's  accredited  agents  (a). 

The  number  of  those  composing  the  managing  body  is  also  number  of. 
generally  fixed  by  the  company's  partnership"  articles,  or  by  its  in- 
corporating instrument.     And  when  this  is  so,  the  number  cannot, 
as  a  general  rule,  be  varied.     When,  however,  the  company  is 
unincorporate,  it  would  seem  that  an  alteration  may  be  made  by 

« 

a  resolution  of  the  shareholders,  passed  at  a  meeting  specially  con- 
vened. Yet  it  would  appear  the  resolution  must  be  unanimous  (6). 
But  where  the  number  has  been  fixed  by  special  act  or  royal 
charter,  it  will,  it  is  thought,  remain  unalterable  (c),  unless  the  pro- 
vision has  been  merely  directory  or  permissive  (d).  Acts  done  by 
a  less  number  of  directors  than  that  specially  required  by  the  com- 
pany's regulations,  will  in  general  be  held  invalid  (e\  unless  adop- 
tion or  acquiescence  can  be  established  (/).  All  duly  appointed 
directors  are  such,  whether  they  choose  to  act  or  not.  But 
whether  they  cease  to  be  so  in  consequence  of  bankruptcy  or  other 
supervening  disqualification,  depends  on  the  rules  of  the  com- 
pany (jr). 

The  body  of  shareholders  exercise  their  right  of  controlling  and  Control  by 

•^  .  meetings. 

regulating  the  management  of  the  company,  by  resolutions  at  meet- 
ings duly  convened.  The  company  contract,  whatever  it  may 
be,  usually  contains  provisions  for  the  calling  of  such  meetings ; 
but  if  those  who  are  entrusted  with  this  function  refuse  to  do  so, 
the  Court  will  on  application  interfere  where  this  is  necessary  for 
the  interests  of  the  shareholders  (A). 

To  the  validity  of  these  resolutions  it  is  in  general  necessary  Refloiutions. 
that  due  notice  shall  have  been  given   to  every  one  entitled  to 


(a)  Edin.  and  Leith  Ra.  Com.  v. 
Ilebhlewhite,  6  M.  and  W.  707 ;  Swan- 
sea Dock  Co,  V.  Levien^  20  L.  Jour. 
Ex.  447  ;  Miles  v.  Bough,  3  Q.  B.  845 ; 
Iim  v.  Edin.  and  Glasgow  Ra,  Co,, 
1849,  21  Jur.  465. 

(6)  SmiOi  V.  Goldsworthy,  4  Q.  B. 
430;  Davis  v.  Hawkins,  3  M.  and 
S.  488.  See  Maxton,  1839,  1  D. 
367. 

(c)  Lindley  466. 


(d)  Thames  Haven  Dock  Co.  v.  Rose, 
4  Man.  and  Gr.  552. 

(e)  Bosanquet  v.  Shoriridge,  4  Ex. 
699  ;  Ridley  v.  Plymouth  Grinding  Co., 
2  Ex.  711 ;  Brown  y.  Andrew,  13  E. 
Jur.  938,  Q.  B. 

(/)  Thames  Haven  Dock  Co,  v.  Rose, 
4  Man.  and  Gr.  552. 

(g)  Phelps  V.  Lyle,  10  A.  and  E.  113 ; 
Wilson  v.  Wilson,  1839,  6  Scott  540. 

(h)  Foss  V.  Harhottle,  2  Ha.  461. 
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attend  (a) ;  and  what  amounts  to  due  notice  will  be  determined  by 
the  provisions  to  that  effect  contained  in  the  company's  regulations. 
Nothing  can,  without  notice,  be  transacted  at  an  adjourned  meeting, 
except  what  was  left  unfinished  at  the  previous  one  (ft) ;  but  those 
present  at  the  original  meeting  do  not  require  to  receive  notice  of 
the  adjournment  (c) ;  and  shareholders  de  facto  attending  a  meet- 
ing cannot  afterwards  object  to  its  proceedings,  on  the  ground  that 
the  notice  they  received  was  informal  or  insufficient  (d). 
Meetings,  ordi-         Meetings    are    either  ordinary  or    extraordinary.      Ordinary 

naiy  and  extra-  o  *^  ,/  . 

ordinary.  meetings  are  for  the  transaction  of  general  business,  and  are  held 

at  stated  times ;  extraordinary  meetings  are  held  pro  re  natOy  and 
the  matter  to  be  considered  should  be  specified  in  the  notice,  fie- 
solutions  passed  at  extraordinary  meetings,  in  relation  to  matters 
for  which  they  were  not  convened,  are  mere  nullities  ;  and  they 
cannot  be  validated  by  subsequent  ordinary  meetings^  unless  the 
latter  might  have  dealt  with  the  subject-matter  of  the  resolution  in 
the  first  instance  (e).  The  same  meeting  may  be  both  ordinary 
and  extraordinary  (/) ;  but  if  an  ordinary  meeting  is  held  and  ad- 
journed, it  still  continues  to  be  an  ordinary  meeting,  though  notice 
is  given  that  special  business  will  be  transacted  at  it  (^). 

Majorities  role.  The  resolution  of  the  majority  of  those  present  at  a  meeting 
duly  called,  is  in  general  the  resolution  of  the  company ;  except 
where  it  affects  matters  which,  by  the  company's  constitution^  it 
is  beyond  the  province  of  majorities  to  deal  with,  e.g.  a  change  in 
the  purposes  for  which  the  company  was  formed  (A).  Vote  by 
proxy  is  not  allowed,  unless  the  compan/s  contract  contain  a 
special  provision  to  that  effect  (f).  Voluntary  absentees  are  bonnd 
by  the  resolutions  of  a  meeting  duly  convened  and  acting  within 
the  sphere  of  its  competency  (A). 

Minutes  of  Minutes  of  meeting  are  generally  required,  by  the  special  act, 

(a)  R.  V.  Langhamy  4  A.  and  B.  Co.,  1  H.  and  N.  641 ;  CutbiU  v.  King- 

638.  dom,  1  Ex.  494. 

(h)  R.  V.  GHmshaw,  10  Q.  B.  747.  (g)  Wills  v.  Murray,  4  Ex.  843. 

(c)  Wills  V.  Murray,  4  Ex.  843,  (h)  See  Chapter  on  Powers  of  Ma- 
862.  joritieB ;  and  Pkcenix  Life  Association, 

(d)  British  Sugar  Co,,  3  K.  and  I.  2  J.  and  H.  441 ;  Ernest  v.  NidioUs, 
408.  6  H.  of  L.  Ca.  401. 

(e)  Lawes^s  case,  1  De  6.  M^N.  and  (t)  Grant  on  GorporationB  256,  n.  q; 
6.  421.  Lindley,  p.  471. 

(/)  Graham  y.  Van  Diemen's  Land         (k)  Norwich  Yam  Co.,  22  Beav.  165. 
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to  be  entered  in  a  book  and  signed  hj  the  chairman.  It  is  a 
common,  thongh  by  no  means  a  safe  practice,  for  the  secretary  to 
enter  the  minutes  after  the  meeting  is  over,  to  be  authenticated  by 
the  chairman  at  the  next  meeting  (a). 

Partnership  books  are  usually  evidence  against  every  partner ;  Partnership 
for  all  have  access  to  them,  and  do  or  may  take  part  in  their  for- 
mation. But  the  books  kept  by  the  office-bearers  of  companies  are 
no  evidence  against  ordinary  members,  who  are  excluded  from  any 
share  in  their  preparation  (6).  This  is  sometimes  declared  to  be 
otherwise  by  the  special  act.  Minutes  of  meetings  and  the  books 
of  the  company  are  not  evidence  for  the  company  as  against  third 
parties,  unless  expressly  declared  to  be  so  by  statute  (c). 

(a)  Miles  y.  Bough,  3  Q.  B.  845 ;  Longworth's  case,  1  De  G.  F.  and  L  32 ; 

Lin^y,  p.  472 ;    Cornwall  ConsoH-  and  also  per  Lord  Campbell,  p.  27. 
daUd  Mining  Co,,  5  H.  and  N.  423.  (c)  HiUy,  Manchester  Water  Works, 

See  Great  Nor,  Ra.  Co,  y.  Inglis,  1851,  5  B.  and  Ad.  866 ;  Maguire's  case,  3  De 

13  D.  1315 ;  aff.  1  Maoq.  112.  6.  and  S.  31 ;   Alderson  v.  Clay,  1 

(6)  Per  Tx>Td  Jnstice  Turner   in  Stark.  405. 
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CHAPTER   IL 

CONSTITUTION  AND  MANAGEMENT  OF  COMPANIES 
REGISTERED  UNDER  THE  ACT  1862. 

When  a  company,  which  had  no  previous  existence,  is  formed 
under  the  Act  1862,  its  constitution  is  to  be  found  in  its  registered 
memorandum  and  articles  of  association,  coupled  with  the  general 
rules  and  provisions  contained  in  the  Act.  The  memorandum  of 
association  fixes  the  character  and  purposes  of  the  company,  and 
these  remain  unalterable.  The  regulations  applicable  to  the  man- 
agement are  contained  partly  in  the  memorandum,  but  chiefly  in 
the  articles  of  association,  and  may  be  altered  as  occasion  requires 
by  special  resolution, 
registration.  When  a  company  already  formed  by  Act  of  Parliament  is,  by 

registration,  brought  under  the  operation  of  the  Act  1862,  the  con- 
stitution it  received  froni  the  Legislature  remains  intact,  except  in 
so  far  as  changes  may  be  made  by  the  company,  in  accordance  with 
powers  to  that  effect  contained  in  the  special  act.  Companies 
already  formed  by  royal  charter,  or  privileged  by  letters  patent,  retain 
in  like  manner  the  constitution  given  them  by  the  Crown,  except  in 
so  far  as  it  may  be  altered  with  the  sanction  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
Private  companies,  again,  already  existing,  retain  after  registration 
the  constitutions  originally  defined  in  their  deeds  of  settlement,  con- 
tracts of  copartnery,  or  other  instrumeQts  of  formation,  except  in 
so  far  as  they  may  be  changed,  in  pursuance  of  provisions  to  that 
effect  in  their  instruments  (sec.  196).  It  must  be  observed,  how- 
ever, that  all  provisions  contained  in  the  letters  patent,  deed  of 
settlement,  contract  of  copartnery,  or  other  such  instrument  of  for- 
mation, remain  for  ever  unalterable,  when  they  would  -have  been 
contained  in  the  memorandum  of  association,  and  could  not  have 
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been  changed  if  the  company  had  been  formed  originally  by  regis- 
tration under  the  Act  1862.  When  alterations  are  competent,  they 
are  made  by  special  resolution  (sec.  196). 

When  registration  has  taken  place,  all  the  provisions  of  the 
special  act,  letters  patent,  deed  of  settlement,  contract  of  copart^ 
neiy,  or  other  instrument  of  formation,  are  deemed  to  be  conditions 
and  regulations  of  the  company,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  had 
been  contained  in  a  registered  memorandum  and  articles  of  associa- 
tion; and  all  the  provisions  of  the  Act  1862  apply  in  the  same 
way  as  if  the  company  had  been  formed  originally  by  registration 
(sec.  196). 

All  companies  registered  under  the  Act  are  said  to  be  incor- 
porated, but  it  is  only  such  as  are  formed  with  limited  liability  that 
can  be  deemed  proper  corporations.  Companies  registered  with 
unlimited  liability  are,  strictly  speaking,  quasi  corporations  (a). 

Except  certain  provisions  of  the  most  wholesome,  and  indeed  statutory 

ftrticlfis  of 

necessary  description,  the  Act  may  be  said  to  have  prescribed  association, 
nothing  as  to  the  constitution  and  management  of  projected  com- 
panics,  but  to  have  left  these  matters  to  be  fixed  by  the  good  sense 
of  the  promoters.  It  has  however,  in  Table  A,  Schedule  1,  fur- 
nished the  public  with  a  body  of  regulations  admirably  conceived 
and  adapted  to  all  the  exigencies  of  management.  These  may  be 
adopted  in  whole  or  in  part  as  the  articles  of  association ;  and  it 
need  scarcely  be  said,  that,  except  in  very  peculiar  cases,  promoters 
will  evince  their  discretion  by  adopting  them  in  their  entirety,  or 
at  least  in  departing  from  them  to  as  small  an  extent  as  possible. 

We  shall  now  proceed  to  consider  the  general  rules  which  the 
Act  lays  down  for  the  management  of  all  companies  coming  under 
its  operation.  Some  of  these  provisions  are  intended  to  apply  only 
in  the  absence  of  special  regulations  for  the  same  purposes  in  the 
company's  instrument  of  formation ;  but  others  are  in  all  cases  per- 
emptory, and  cannot  be  set  aside  either  expressly  or  by  implication. 

Every  company  under  the  Act  must  have  a  registered  office  Bcgistered 
to  which  communications  and  notices  may  be  addressed,  under  a 
penalty  not  exceeding  £5  for  every  day  during  which  this  regula- 
tion has  not  been  complied  with.     Notice  of  the  situation  of  this 

(a)  Antea^  pp.  41-2. 
H 
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Name. 


Kegifiior  of 
mortgages. 


Certain  com- 
panies must 
publish  state- 
ment in 
schedule. 


List  of 
directore. 


'  office,  and  any  change  therein,  must  also  be  given  to  the  registrar, 
and  recorded  by  him  (sees.  39,  40). 

Every  company  limited  either  by  shares  or  guarantee  must  have 
its  name  affixed  outside  every  office  in  which  it  carries  on  business, 
under  a  penalty  not  exceeding  £5  for  every  instance  of  omission, 
exigible  not  only  against  the  company,  but  against  its  directors  or 
managers  who  have  knowingly  or  wilfully  authorized  or  permitted 
such  default.  The  name  must  also  be  engraven  on  the  company's 
seal,  and  must  appear  in  all  notices,  advertisements,  etc.,  issued  by 
the  company,  and  in  all  mercantile  documents  signed  on  its  behalf: 
the  director  or  other  official  infringing  these  rules  subjects  himself 
in  a  penalty  of  £50,  besides  being  liable  personally  to  any  one  who 
suffers  loss  in  consequence  of  a  company  obligation  not  being  bind- 
ing from  the  want  of  these  formalities  (a)  (sees.  41,  42). 

Limited  companies  must  keep  registers  of  all  mortgages  aiid 
charges  specifically  affecting  company  property.  In  these  must  be 
entered  a  brief  description  of  the  property  mortgaged  or  charged, 
the  amount  of  the  charge,  and  the  names  of  the  mortgagees.  Offi- 
cials through  whose  fault  this  regulation  has  been  infringed,  incur  a 
penalty  not  exceeding  £50.  The  register  is  patent  to  creditors  and 
members  at  all  reasonable  times,  and  any  refusal  of  access  subjects 
the  offender  in  heavy  progressive  penalties  (sec.  43). 

Every  limited  banking  company,  and  every  insurance  company, 
and  deposit,  provident,  or  benefit  society  under  the  Act,  must,  before 
commencing  business,  and  also  on  the  first  Mondays  of  February 
and  August  in  each  year,  make  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  its 
capital,  how  much  has  been  subscribed  for,  and  how  much  has  been 
called  up  and  received, — what  are  its  liabilities,  and  what  its  assets. 
The  Act  provides  a  form  which  must  be  adhered  to  as  closely  as 
possible.  A  copy  of  this  statement  must  be  conspicuously  displayed 
in  the  companjr's  registered  and  other  offices,  and  wherever  it  carries 
on  business.  The  provisions  of  this  section  are  guarded  by  heavy 
progressive  penalties,  both  against  the  company  and  the  officials 
personally  (sec.  44).  Creditors  and  members  are  entitled  to  a  copy 
of  this  statement  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  sixpence. 

Every  company  not  having  a  capital  divided  into  shares  must 
keep  at  its  registered  office  a  register  of  the  names,  addresses,  and 

(a)  See  Penrose  v.  Martyn,  El.  Bl.  and  El.  499. 
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occupations  of  its  directors  and  managers,  and  send  a  copy  of  it 
to  the  Registrar  of  Joint-stock  Companies,  notifying  from  time  to 
time  such  changes  as  may  occur.  Heavy  progressive  penalties  are 
mcurred  both  by  the  company  and  its  directors  infringing  this  pro- 
vision (sees.  45,  46). 

Bills  and  promissory-notes  are  deemed  to  have  been  made,  ac-  buib  and  notes, 
cepted,  or  indorsed  on  behalf  of  the  company,  when  they  have  been 
signed  in  the  company's  name,  or  on  its  behalf,  by  any  person 
actbg  xmder  the  authority  of  the  company  (a)  (sec.  47).  The 
liability  of  limited  banking  companies  issuing  notes  is  unlimited  in 
relation  to  such  notes  (sec.  182). 

No  company  under  this  Act  can  carry  on  business  for  more  Loss  of 
than  six  months  after  the  number  of  members  has  fallen  under 
seven,  without  subjecting  every  member  to  liability  for  the  whole 
company  debts  contracted  after  that  period ;  and  any  one  of  them 
may  be  sued  for  the  same  without  joinder  of  the  others  (sec.  48). 

One  general  meeting  at  least  must  be  held  every  year  (sec.  49).  General 
In  the  absence  of  special  regulations,  the  following  provisions  are 
made  for  general  meetings.     They  may  be  summoned  by  five 
members.     They  will  be   held  duly  summoned   if  seven   days' 
notice  in  writing  has  been  served  on  every  member  in  the  same 


(a)  This  Bection  is  somewhat  diffe- 
rent from  the  corresponding  proyision 
of  the  Act  1856  (sec.  43),  which  runs 
as  foDowB:  'A  promisaory-note  or 
bill  of  exchange  shall  be  deemed  to 
bare  been  made,  accepted,  or  indorsed 
on  behalf  of  any  company  registered 
Qoder  this  Act,  if  made,  accepted,  or 
indorsed  in  the  name  of  the  company 
by  any  person  acting  under  the  ex- 
preBB  or  implied  authority  of  the  com- 
pany/ But  the  following  cases  which 
amse  under  the  Act  of  1856  may  be 
referred  to  as  illustrative  of  the  pro- 
▼iaoDS  of  the  present  Act.  A  promis- 
aory-note  was  signed  by  three  persons 
deacribing  themselves  as  *  directors'  of 
a  compaDy  with  limited  liability,  and 
was  countersigned  by  a  party  who 
deacribed  himself  as  secretary  of  the 
company  :  *  London,  Dec.  18,  1856. 
Three  months  after  date  we  jointly 


promise  to  pay  A.  or  order  £600  for 
value  received  in  stock  on  account  of 
the  London  and  Birmingham  Hard- 
ware Co.,  Limited.'  It  was  held  by  a 
majority  that  the  directors  signing  it 
were  not  personally  liable  in  the  note. 
— Lindus  v.  Afelrose^  8  H.  and  N.  177, 
27  L.  J.  Exch.  326.  See  also  2  H.  and 
N.  298.  In  Penrose  v.  Martyn,  5  E. 
Jur.  N.  S.  862,  28  L.  J.  Q.  B.  28,  the 
secretary  of  a  limited  company,  and 
who  had  authority  to  accept  bills  for 
the  company,  accepted  a  bill  drawn 
on  the  company,  in  which  he  was  de- 
scribed as  *•  secretary  to  the  said  com- 
pany.* On  an  action  being  brought,  it 
was  held  that  the  secretary  was  liable, 
under  sec.  81  of  the  Act  1856,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  word  *  limited  *  having 
been  omitted  in  the  name  of  the  com- 
pany. In  Eastwood  v.  Bain^  8  H.  and 
N.  738,  28  Law  Jour.,  Ex.  74,  a  share- 
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Special 
resolution. 


way  as  notices  are  required  to  be  served  by  Table  A,  Schedule  1 ; 
every  member  has  one  vote ;  and  any  person  elected  by  the  mem- 
bers present  may  preside  (sec.  52). 

Very  particular  provisions  are  made  as  to  what  is  necessaiy  to 
constitute  a  special  resolution  ;  and  the  reason  of  this  appears  when 
it  is  seen  that  by  special  resolution  the  greatest  changes  may  be 
made  on  the  company  regulations,  even  to  the  extent  of  modifying 
its  constitution.  To  the  validity  of  a  special  resolution,  it  is 
necessary  that  it  be  passed  at  a  general  meeting,  of  which  notice 
specifying  the  intention  to  propose  the  resolution  has  been  duly 
given.  It  must  have  a  majority  of  not  less  than  three-fourths  of 
the  members  present ;  and  it  must  be  confirmed  by  a  majority  at 
a  subsequent  general  meeting,  of  which  due  notice  has  been  given, 
held  not  less  than  fourteen  days  and  not  more  than  one  month 
from  the  date  of  the  first  meeting.  It  must  be  observed,  however, 
that  by  due  notice  is  merely  meant  notice  in  terms  of  the  com- 
pany's regulations ;  that  unless  a  poll  is  demanded  by  at  least  five 
members,  the  chairman's  declaration  that  the  resolution  has  been 
carried  is  conclusive,  without  any  proof  of  the  number  or  propor- 
tion of  votes;  and  that  when  a  poll  is  demanded  (a),  reference 


holder  drew  a  bill  on  the  company, 
which  was  limited.  It  was  accepted  by 
*  A.  B.,  secretary,  by  order  of  the  Royal 
Surrey  Gardens  Company  (limited)/ 
the  acceptance  having  been  granted  by 
order  of  certain  directors  of  the  com- 
pany. On  the  company  becoming  insol- 
vent, action  was  brought  by  a  second 
indorsee  of  the  bill  (but  who  did  not 
show  onerosity  either  as  regarded  him- 
self or  the  first  indorsee)  against  the 
directors  who  had  authorized  accept- 
ance, alleging  in  one  count  accept- 
ance, and  in  another  charging  them 
with  falsely  representing  that  they  had 
power  to  accept  on  behalf  of  the  com- 
pany. It  was  held  that  the  directors 
were  not  liable  as  acceptors ;  and  that 
even  if  there  had  been  a  false  represen- 
tation, the  plaintiff  was  not  entitled  to 
a  verdict,  in  respect  that  he  had  not 
proved  that  he  had  sustained  damage 
thereby.     In  Smith  v.  Johnson,  3  H. 


and  N.  222,  the  drawers  of  a  bill  of 
exchange  indorsed  it  to  a  registered 
company,  and  the  officer  of  the  com- 
pany delivered  it  to  the  plaintiff  for 
value,  bearing  the  indorsation  of  two 
directors,  ^per  procuration,^  The  ac- 
ceptor having  been  sued  by  the  plain- 
tiff, it  was  held,  that  whether  the 
indorsation  was  sufficient  to  ground 
an  action  by  the  plaintiff  against  the 
company  or  not,  there  was  such  an 
indorsation  as  entitled  the  plaintiff  to 
a  verdict  against  the  acceptor  on  a 
traverse  of  the  allegation  of  the  in- 
dorsation by  the  company  to  the  plain- 
tiff. 

As  to  the  necessity  of  the  bill  being 
within  the  sphere  of  the  company's 
business  in  order  to  render  it  binding 
on  the  company,  see  Bal/onr  v.  Emest, 
5  C.  B.  N.  S.  601. 

(a)  When  a  poll  is  demanded,  the 
exclusion  of  any  person  entitled  to 
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most  be  had  to  the  number  of  votes  to  which  each  member  is 
eutitled  by  the  companjr's  regulations  (sec.  51). 

By  a  special  resolution  which  has  been  duly  passed  and  con- 
finned  in  this  manner,  the  regulations  contained  in  the  articles  of 
association,  or  in  Table  A,  Schedule  1  (when  this  is  applicable  to 
the  company),  may  be  altered  in  whole  or  in  part,  by*  addition, 
sabtraction,  or  substitution ;  subject,  however,  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Act,  and  to  the  conditions  contained  in  the  memorandum  of 
association  (sec.  50).  Even  these  last  may  be  modified  by  special 
resolution,  to  the  effect  of  changing  the  company's  name  (sees.  12 
and  13),  increasing  the  capital,  issuing  new  shares,  consolidating 
and  dividing  the  capital  into  shares  of  larger  amount,  and  convert- 
ing the  paid-up  shares  into  stock  (sec.  12). 

A  copy  of  every  special  resolution  must  be  printed  and  for-  Registering 
warded  to  the  registrar  of  joint-stock  companies,  and  recorded  by  resolutions. 
him.  Failure  to  do  this  for  fifteen  days  after  confirmation  of  the 
special  resolution,  involves  the  company  and  such  of  its  officers  as 
are  guilty  of  such  omission  in  heavy  penalties  (sec.  53).  When 
articles  of  association  have  been  registered,  a  copy  of  every  special 
resolution  in  force  for  the  time  being  must  be  annexed  to  or  em- 
bodied in  every  copy  of  the  articles  subsequently  issued.  Where  no 
articles  of  association  have  been  registered,  a  printed  copy  of  every 
special  resolation  must  be  forwarded  to  any  member  requiring  it, 
on  payment  of  one  shilling.  Failure  to  comply  with  these  provi- 
sions involves  the  company  and  its  officials  in  appropriate  penalties 

(sec.  54). 

By  instrument  under  its  common  seal,  the  company  may  confer  Powers  of 

powers  of  attorney  on  any  person  to  bind  it  by  deed  in  places  out  *    ™^^* 

of  the  United  Elingdom  ;  and  deeds  executed  by  him  on  its  behalf, 

under  his  own  seal,  will  be  equally  valid,  as  if  they  were  under  the 

company  seal  (sec.  55). 

The  Board  of  Trade  may  appoint  inspectors  to  examine  into  Examination 

and  report  on  the  afiFairs  of  the  company  on  the  following  applica-  company 

tions :  1.  In  the  case  of  a  banking  company  with  a  capital  divided 

into  shares,  on  the  application  of  members  holding  not  less  than 

vote  seems  a  good  ground  for  reduc-  hell  v.  Maundy  5  Ad.  and  Ell.  865. 
ing  an  dection.  Rtg,  v.  Rector  of  See  WliUt  v.  Steele^  8  E.  Jur.  N.  S. 
Lambeth^  3  Ncr.  and  P.  416  ;  Camp-      1177. 
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one-third  of  the  whole  shares  issued ;  2.  In  the  case  of  other 
companies  with  a  capital  divided  into  shares,  on  the  application  of 
members  holding  one-iif th  of  the  whole  shares  issaed ;  and  3.  In 
the  case  of  a  company  not  having  a  capital  divided  into  shares,  on 
the  application  of  at  least  one-fifth  of  the  whole  membership  (sec. 
56).  The  application  must,  however,  be  supported  by  such  evidence 
as  the  Board  may  require,  that  it  is  made  without  malicious  motives 
and  on  reasonable  grounds ;  and  the  applicants  may  be  required  to 
find  security  for  costs  (sec.  57). 

It  is  also  competent  for  the  company  itself  to  appoint  inspectors 
to  examine  into  its  affairs.  This  is  done  by  special  resolution 
(sec.  60). 

When  an  examination  has  been  ordered,  the  company  officers 
must  produce  to  the  inspectors  all  books  and  documents  in  their 
power ;  and  they  must  answer  all  questions  relative  to  the  business; 
for  which  purpose  they  may  be  put  on  oath  by  any  inspector. 
Their  refusal  to  comply  with  these  provisions  involves  them  in 
heavy  penalties  (sec.  58). 

The  inspectors  make  their  report,  either  written  or  printed  as 
may  be  directed,  to  the  Board  of  Trade  or  to  the  company,  as  the 
case  may  be;  and  a  copy  must  also  be  sent  to  those  members 
requesting  the  examination,  if  they  so  desire.  Unless  the  Board  of 
Trade  direct  the  costs  to  be  paid  out  of  the  company  assets,  they 
must  be  paid  by  those  who  demanded  the  inquiry  (sees.  59,  60). 
The  report  of  the  inspectors,  when  authenticated  by  the  company 
seal,  is  evidence  of  their  opinion  in  any  legal  proceedings  (sec.  61). 


^r-^ 
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CHAPTER  III. 

CONSTITUTION  AND  MANAGEMENT  OP  COMPANIES  FORMED 
BY  ROYAL  CHARTER  OR  LETTERS  PATENT. 

Companies  incorporated  by  royal  charter  are  proper  corporations ;  Chartered 
and  whatever  may  be  the  language  of  their  charter,,  they  neces-  -^"^ 
sarily  possess  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  naturalia  of  corporations, 
if  erected  prior  to  the  first  Letters  Patent  Act.  This  is  also  the 
case  with  companies  chartered  subsequently  to  that  period,  provided 
the  Crown  has  not  in  the  charter  detracted  in  any  respect  from 
these  privileges  in  express  terms.  In  all  other  matters  the  consti- 
tution of  sach  companies,  and  the  rules  and  regulations  for  their 
management,  will  be  found  in  their  charters,  or  in  these  taken  in 
connection  with  deeds  of  partnership  or  association,  referred  to  in 
sach  charters,  or  framed  in  conformity  with  provisions  to  that  effect 
which  they  may  contain.  Matters  of  minor  detail  affecting  the 
management  are  generally  regulated  by  resolutions  of  the  company, 
framed  from  time  to  time  in  virtue  of  the  powers  or  provisions  con- 
tained in  the  charter,  or  plainly  deducible  from  its  terms. 

Companies  privileged  by  letters  patent  have  their  constitution  Lettere  patent 

5  ,         -  1111.  1    .      compeniea. 

and  mode  of  management  regulated  by  that  mstrument,  read  m 
connection  with  their  deeds  of  partnership  or  association,  by  which, 
as  we  have  already  seen,  the  companies  are  formed. 

In  the  case  of  companies  whose  privileges  are  derived  from 
letters  patent  granted  to  them  in  virtue  of  the  existing  Letters 
Patent  Act  (1  Vict.  c.  73),  their  constitution  and  rules  of  manage- 
ment are  contained  in  their  deeds  of  copartnery  or  association, 
taken  in  connection  with  their  letters  patent ;  but  the  fact  of  their 
accepting  these  brings  them  under  the  operation  of  the  Act,  which 
contains  certain  provisions  that  are  imperative  and  must  be  observed 
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in  all  cases.  In  this  respect  the  present  Letters  Patent  Act  stands 
in  much  the  same  relation  to  the  letters  patent  and  instmment  of 
formation  of  a  company  brought  under  its  operation,  that  the  Com- 
panies Clauses  Act  of  1845  does  to  the  special  acts  of  companies 
formed  under  its  provisions. 

The  distinguishing  feature  of  the  Letters  Patent  Act  is  the 
adoption  of  a  system  of  registration  by  *  returns^  which  must  be 
made  from  time  to  time  by  the  company  to  the  Enrolment  Office 
of  the  Court  of  Chancery  in  England,  if  the  principal  place  of 
business  is  in  England ;  to  the  Enrolment  Office  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery  in  Ireland,  if  the  principal  place  of  business  is  in  that 
country ;  and  to  the  General  Registry  Office  at  Edinburgh,  if  the 
principal  place  of  business  is  in  Scotland  (sec.  16).  These  retunis 
must  be  registered  for  a  small  fee  by  the  proper  officers,  who  in 
Scotland  are  the  Lord  Clerk  Register  or  his  deputy,  in  books  kept 
for  the  purpose,  with  an  alphabetical  index  of  the  names  of  the 
companies.  Any  person  is  at  liberty,  on  payment  of  a  shilling,  to 
inspect  these  books  and  index,  and  may  require  a  certi6ed  copy  of 
any  return  on  payment  of  one  shilling  and  sixpence  per  folio.  The 
day  of  registration  of  every  return  must  be  written  thereon  by  the 
proper  officers  (sec.  17).  Certified  copies  of  these  returns  are 
declared  to  be  evidence  in  all  proceedings  of  what  nature  soever 
they  may  be  (sec.  18). 

These  returns  embrace  almost  every  particular  in  the  constitution 
and  management  of  a  company  brought  under  the  operation  of  the 
Act.  The  first  return,  which  must  be  made  within  three  calendar 
months  after  the  grant  of  the  letters  patent,  must  contain  the  date 
of  the  grant  of  the  letters  patent,  the  company  name,  its  business, 
and  principal  office ;  the  total  number  of  shares,  the  amount  of 
liability  attaching  to  each,  and  the  number  of  shares  held  by  each 
member.  It  must  also  contain  the  name  of  the  officer  appointed  to 
sue  and  be  sued  on  behalf  of  the  company  (sec.  6).  Any  change 
in  the  company's  principal  place  of  business  must  be  made  the  sub- 
ject of  a  return  within  three  months  after  such  change  takes  place 
(sec.  7).  When  persons  cease  to  be  members,  or  when  new  mem- 
bers are  assumed  (unless  these  alterations  take  place  by  transfer  of 
shares  in  writing),  or  when  old  members  change  their  names  by 
marriage  or  otherwise,  a  corresponding  return  must  be  made  (sec  8). 
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When  shares  are  transferred  by  deed  or  in  writing,  a  written  notice 
most  be  given  to  the  company  at  its  principal  office,  specifjring  the 
distinguishing  numbers  of  the  shares  transf  erred,  and  the  name  and 
residence  of  the  transferrer  and  those  of  the  transf erree.  This  notice 
must  be  signed  by  both  parties  (sec.  9),  and  a  return  in  terms  thereof 
must  then  be  made  by  the  company  within  three  months  (sec.  10). 

When  the  liability  of  members  has  been  limited  to  a  certain 
amount  per  share,  any  member  who  has  made  a  payment  for  the 
company  in  consequence  of  a  decree  against  it,  may  make  a  return 
thereof  accompanied  by  the  proper  vouchers  (sec.  11).  And  if  the 
company  afterwards  repay  the  money  so  advanced  or  paid,  they 
must  make  a  corresponding  return  without  delay  (sec.  12). 

On  the  death,  resignation,  or  removal  of  any  officer  appointed 
to  sue  and  be  sued  on  behalf  of  the  company,  another  must  be  forth- 
with appointed  in  his  place ;  and  a  return  containing  the  names  and 
designations  of  both  must  be  made  within  three  months  (sec.  13). 

All  returns  must  be  signed  and  verified  by  one  of  the  company  Authentication 

a*  .         -  ,   ,  .ft        .  1       .       of  returns. 

otneers  appointed  to  sue  and  be  sued — ^the  venncation  to  be  in 
terms  of  the  Act  5  and  6  Qui.,  iv.  c.  62.  In  default  of  such 
officer,  the  return  may  be  signed  and  verified  by  some  member  of 
the  company  (sec.  14).  Returns  relating  to  members  and  transfers 
of  shares  are  not  rendered  invalid  by  unintentional  error,  provided 
a  correct  return  be  made  within  one  calendar  month  (sec.  15). 

No  person  becoming  a  member  of  the  company  can  sue  for  or  Effect  of  not 
recover  any  share  of  profits,  until  a  return  of  the  transfer  or  other  returns. 
fact  whereby  he  became  a  member  has  been  duly  registered  (sec.  20). 
And,  in  like  manner,  any  one  ceasing  to  be  a  member  remains  liable 
as  such  until  the  transfer  or  other  fact  by  which  he  ceases  to  be  a 
member  has  been  placed  on  the  register  (sec.  21). 

Regulations  as  to  forms  of  returns,  and  mode  of  keeping  the  Rules  as  to 
register,  and  other  matters  incidental  thereto,  may  be  made  from  ™  ^^^' 
time  to  time  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  in  England,  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor  and  Master  of  the  Rolls  jointly  in  Ireland,  and  by  the 
Lord  Clerk  Register  and  Lords  of  Council  and  Session  jointly  in 
Scotland  (sec.  19). 

It  will  be  observed,  that,  with  the  exception  of  requirine:  the  Effect  of  the 

J  .         ,  ,  1  e  Act  on  internal 

appointment  of  two  officers  in  whose  names  the  company  may  sue  management 
and  be  sued,  and  of  the  system  of  returns  above  detailed,  the  Letters 
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Patent  Act  does  not  in  the  least  degree  interfere  with  the  internal 
arrangements  of  the  company.  These  are  left  entirely  to  the 
provisions  of  the  deed  of  copartnery,  or  to  that  in  conjunction 
with  the  letters  patent  conferring  the  desired  privileges.  It  would 
rather  seem,  however,  though  that  is  not  expressly  stated,  that  after 
obtaining  the  letters  patent  no  alterations  of  importance  can  be 
made  on  the  provisions  of  the  original  deed  of  association,  since 
these  must  be  taken  as  forming  the  conditions  in  respect  of  which 
the  letters  patent  were  conferred.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  Act 
contains  no  provisions  for  keeping  of  books  by  the  company,  nor 
for  any  system  of  internal  registration.  The  system  adopted  is 
that  of  external  registration,  by  means  of  returns  made  to  and 
registered  by  Government  officials. 

The  Act  contains  no  provisions  as  to  the  making  of  bye-laws. 
But  the  company  would  seem  to  have  the  power  of  making  these 
as  required  from  time  to  time,  provided  they  do  not  interfere  with 
the  provisions  of  its  deed  of  association  or  letters  patent,  and  pro- 
vided they  do  not  contravene  the  regulations  of  the  Act.  Without 
this  power,  the  internal  management  of  the  association  would  often 
be  greatly  impeded. 

The  possession  of  a  common  seal  is  apparently  taken  for  granted 
in  the  Act  (sec.  27).  Yet  contracts  to  bind  the  company  are  not 
required  to  be  under  seal.  There  is  no  form  specified  for  transfers 
of  shares ;  transfer  by  deed  or  in  writing  is  mentioned,  but  other 
modes  are  nowhere  excluded  (sees.  8  and  9). 
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CONSTITUTION  AND  MANAGEMENT  OF  COMPANIES  FORMED 
UNDER  THE  COMPANY  CLAUSES  ACT,  1845. 

All  companies  formed  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  are  proper 
corporations  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  term.  In  other  respects 
their  constitutions  are  to  be  found  in  the  provisions  of  the  Act  itself, 
except  in  so  far  as  these  may  be  varied  or  excepted  by  their  special 
acts  of  incorporation,  or  may  be  amplified  by  the  ^  Lands  Clauses 
Act,'  or  by  the  *  Railway  Clauses  Act,'  as  the  case  may  be.  We 
shall  afterwards  have  occasion  to  advert  to  the  provisions  of  these 
last  two  consolidation  Acts ;  but  will  in  this  place  proceed  to  examine 
the  provisions  of  the  Company  Clauses  Act,  in  so  far  as  they  relate 
to  management. 

The  first  general  meeting  of  shareholders  must  be  held  at  the  Ordinary 
time  appointed  in  the  special  act,  and  in  the  absence  of  such  ™^ 
appointment,  within  one  month  after  the  passing  of  the  Act.  If  no 
time  is  prescribed  for  future  general  meetings,  they  must  be  held 
in  February  and  August  half-yearly,  or  at  such  other  times  as  a 
general  meeting  may  appoint.  These  general  meetings  are  the 
ordinary  meetings  of  the  company.  Both  they  and  the  extraordi- 
nary meetings  must  be  held  in  the  prescribed  place ;  and  if  none  is 
prescribed,  then  in  such  place  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  directors 
(sec.  69). 

No  business  other  than  that  appointed  by  the  general  or  special 
acts  can  be  transacted  at  ordinary  meetings,  unless  special  notice 
have  been  given  by  advertisement  (sec.  70). 

Every  general  meeting  other  than   the  ordinary  half-yearly  EztraordinAry 
meetings  is  extraordinary,  and  it  lies  with  the  directors  to  call  ^ 
extraordinary  meetings.    Nothing  can  be  done  at  these  meetings 
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beyond  what  is  set  forth  in  the  notice  convening  them  (sees.  71 
and  72). 

The  directors  may  be  required  to  call  extraordinary  meetings  by 
a  certain  number  of  shareholders  possessing  a  certain  aggregate 
number  of  shares,  as  provided  by  the  special  act ;  and  in  the  absence 
of  such  provision,  by  twenty  or  more  shareholders  holding  in  the 
aggregate  not  less  than  one-tenth  of  the  company  capital.  The 
requisition  must  be  in  writing  under  their  hands,  and  must  fully 
express  the  object  of  the  meeting ;  it  may  be  left  at  the  company 
office,  or  given  to  three  directors,  or  left  at  their  residences.  If 
the  directors  fail  for  twenty-one  days  to  call  the  meeting,  the  pre- 
scribed number  of  shareholders  may  call  it  themselves  on  fourteen 
days'  notice  (sec.  73). 

Ten  days'  notice  at  least  of  every  meeting  must  be  given  by 
advertisement,  specifying  the  place,  day,  and  hour  of  meeting ;  and 
every  notice  of  an  extraordinary  meeting,  or  of  an  ordinary  one,'at 
which  unusual  business  is  to  be  done,  must  specify  the  business  (a) 
(sec.  74). 

At  any  meeting,  whether  ordinary  or  extraordinary,  the  pre- 
scribed quorum  must  be  present  either  personally  or  by  proxy. 
And  if  no  quorum  be  prescribed,  then  the  quorum  will  be  by  share- 
holders holding  in  the  aggregate  not  less  than  one-twentieth  of  the 
capital,  and  being  in  number  at  least  one  for  every  £500  of  such 
proportion,  unless  this  would  give  a  greater  number  than  twenty, 
in  which  case  twenty  shareholders  holding  one-twentieth  of  the 
capital  will  be  sufficient.  If  no  quorum  be  present  for  half  an 
hour  after  the  time  of  meeting,  nothing  can  be  done  beyond  declar- 
ing a  dividend,  if  that  be  one  of  the  purposes  of  the  meeting ;  and 
the  meeting  is  held  adjourned  sine  die^  unless  it  has  been  called 
for  election  of  directors  (sec.  75). 

The  following  persons  preside  as  chairman,  one  in  default  of 
the  others  respectively :  1.  The  chairman  of  the  directors ;  2.  Their 
deputy-chairman  ;  3.  One  of  the  directors  chosen  by  the  meeting ; 
4.  Any  shareholder  so  chosen  (sec.  76). 

Nothing  can  be  done  at  the  meeting  except  the  business  for 
which  it  was  convened.     It  may  be  adjourned  from  time  to  time, 
and  from  place  to  place  ;  but  nothing  can  be  done  at  an  adjourned 
(a)  See  Swansea  Dock  Co.  v.  Levien,  20  L.  J.  Ex.  447. 
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meeting  bat  what  was  left  unfinished   at  the  original  meeting 
(sec,  77). 

Shareholders  vote  according  to  the  scale  prescribed  in  the  Mode  of 
special  act ;  and  in  the  absence  of  such  a  provision,  each  share- 
holder has  a  vote  for  eveiy  share  he  holds  up  to  ten,  and  an  addi- 
tional vote  for  every  five  shares  beyond  this  up  to  one  hundred, 
and  another  vote  for  every  ten  shares  above  one  hundred.  No 
shareholder  can  vote  unless  all  his  calls  have  been  paid  (sec.  78). 
Votes  by  proxy  are  competent.  The  proxy  must  be  in  writing,  in  Proxy. 
the  same  or  similar  terms  with  those  given  in  Schedule  F,  signed 
by  the  shareholder  if  an  individual,  and  under  the  common  seal  if 
a  corporation.  The  voting  is  by  majorities,  the  chairman  having 
a  casting  vote  (sec.  79).  The  instrument  appointing  a  proxy  must 
be  transmitted  to  the  secretary  within  the  prescribed  period ;  or  if 
no  time  prescribed,  not  less  than  forty-eight  hours  before  the  hour 
of  meeting  (sec.  80).  When  several  persons  are  joint  holders  of  Guardians. 
shares,  he  whose  name  stands  first  on  the  register  is  deemed  sole 
proprietor  for  purposes  of  voting  (sec.  81).  Shareholders  incapaci- 
tated  by  lunacy  or  minority  vote  by  their  legal  guardians,  either 
in  person  or  by  proxy  (sec.  82).  Unless  a  poll  be  demanded,  a  Poll 
declaration  by  the  chairman  that  the  resolution  has  been  carried, 
isj  when  entered  on  the  company  books,  sufficient  evidence  of  the 
fact  (sec.  83). 

APPOINTMENT  OP  DIRECTORS. 

The  number  of  directors  must  be  that  prescribed  in  the  special  Number. 
act  (sec.  84)  ;  but  when  power  is  given  to  increase  or  reduce  the 
number  prescribed,  this  power  can  only  be  exercised  in  general 
meeting  after  due  notice.  The  order  of  rotation  in  which  such 
increased  or  reduced  number  go  out  of  office,  and  what  shall  form 
a  quorum,  may  also  be  fixed  in  this  manner  (sec.  85). 

The  directors  appointed  by  the  special  act  continue  in  office,  Election. 
unless  it  is  otherwbe  provided,  until  the  first  ordinary  meeting 
held  in  the  following  year.  The  shareholders  may  then  elect  a 
new  body  of  directors,  or  may  continue  all  or  some  of  the  original 
directors  in  office,  supplying  the  places  of  those  not  re-elected  by 
the  election  of  others  (sec.  86).    If,  at  a  meeting  for  the  election 
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of  directors,  no  election  takes  place  by  reason  of  no  qaoram  being 
present  within  one  hour  of  the  appointed  time  of  meeting,  the 
meeting  stands  adjourned  till  the  following  day  at  the  same  time 
and  place ;  and  if  then,  for  the  same  reason,  no  election  can  be 
made,  the  existing  directors  continue  in  office  until  new  directors 
are  appointed  at  the  first  ordinary  meeting  in  the  following  year 
(sec.  87). 

No  one  can  be  a  director  who  is  not  a  shareholder  possessed  of 
the  prescribed  number  of  shares  (a),  or  who  holds  an  office  or  place 
of  trust  tmder  the  company,  or  is  interested  in  any  contract  with  the 
company  (b) ;  and  no  director  can,  during  the  term  of  his  office, 
accept  any  other  office  or  place  of  trust  or  profit  under  the  com- 
pany, or  become  interested  in  any  contract  with  the  company 
(sec.  88).  If  any  such  disqualification  supervene  after  election  of  a 
director,  his  office  as  director  becomes  vacant  ipso  facto  (sec.  89)  (c). 
A  shareholder  is  not,  however,  disqualified  from  being  a  director 
of  the  company  because  he  happens  to  be  a  member  of  another 
incorporated  jointnstock  company,  between  which  aftid  the  company 
of  which  he  is  or  is  sought  to  be  made  director,  a  contract  exists 
(sec.  90). 

The  directors  retire  from  office  at  the  time  and  in  the  propor- 
tions following — ^the  individuals  to  retire  being  determined  by 
ballot  among  their  fellows,  unless  they  agree  otherwise.  At  the 
end  of  the  first  year  after  the  first  election,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
second  and  third  following  years,  the  number  prescribed  by  the 
special  act  go  out  of  office ;  but  if  the  special  act  is  silent  on  this 
matter,  one-third  of  those  in  office  after  the  first  election  go  out  the 
first  year,  one-half  of  the  remaining  number  the  second  year,  and 
the  remainder  the  third  year.  At  the  first  ordinary  meeting  in  any 
subsequent  year,  the  prescribed  number,  if  any,  and  otherwise  one- 
third  of  the  directors,  being  those  longest  in  office,  retire.   If,  how- 


(a)  See  Hill  v.  Edin,  and  Glasgow 
naU,  Co,,  1849,  21  Jur.  455.  This 
requirement  cannot  be  satisfied  by 
nominally  paid  up  shares.  lAankarry 
HsematiU  Co,,  1864,  10  E.  Jur.  N.  S. 
812. 

(5)  Such  contracts,  to  amount  to  a 
disqualification,  must  be  made  with 


the  company  in  the  prosecution  of  its 
undertaking.  A  company^s  banker 
may  be  one  of  its  directorB.  See 
Sheffield  and  Man,  Ra.  Co.  v.  Wood- 
cock, 7  M.  and  W.  574. 

(c)  Blaikies  t.  Aberdeen  Ra.  Co.^ 
1851, 14  D.  66,  Honae  of  Lords,  June 
1852. 
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ever,  the  fixed  number  of  directors  be  some  number  not  divisible  by 
three,  and  the  number  to  retire  be  not  prescribed,  the  directors  de- 
termine what  number,  as  nearly  one-third  as  may  be,  are  to  retire, 
so  that  the  whole  shall  go  out  of  office  in  three  years.  The  places 
of  the  retiring  directors  are  supplied  by  the  election  of  an  equal 
nnmber  of  qualified  shareholders;  and  every  retiring  director  may  be 
re-elected,  and  is  in  that  case  considered  to  be  a  new  director  (sec.  91). 

When  a  vacancy  occurs  by  death,  resignation,  or  disqualifica-  Vocandea. 
tion,   and    not  by  rotation   as    already  described,   another  duly 
qualified  person  may  be  elected  to  fill  up  the  vacancy ;  and  the 
person  so  substituted  remains  in  office  as  long  as  the  person  whose 
place  he  takes  would  have  been  entitled  to  continue  (sec.  92). 

P0WEB8  OF  DIRECTORS. 

The  directors  have  the  management  of  the  company,  and 
exercise  all  its  powers,  except  such  as  are  directed  to  be  exercised  by 
a  general  meeting  of  the  company.  They  must,  however,  exercise 
their  powers  in  terms  of  the  provisions  of  the  general  and  special 
acts,  and  subject  to  the  control  of  general  meetings  convened  for 
that  purpose.  Yet  the  acts  of  directors  done  prior  to  any  resolution 
passed  by  such  general  meetings  are  not  rendered  invalid  thereby 
(sec.  93). 

Unless  otherwise  provided  by  the  special  act,  the  following  General 
powers  of  the  company  can  only  be  exercised  at  general  meetings, 
and  are  not  competent  to  directors :  1.  The  choice  and  removal  of 
directors;  2.  The  increasing  and  reducing  of  their  number;  3. 
The  choice  of  auditors;  4.  The  determination  as  to  remuneration 
of  directors,  auditors,  treasurer,  and  secretary ;  5.  The  determina- 
tion of  the  amount  of  money  to  be  borrowed  on  mortgage ;  6.  The 
determination  as  to  augmentation  of  capital ;  7.  The  declaration  of 
dividends  (sec.  94). 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  DIRECTORS. 

The  directors  hold  meetings  when  and  where  they  choose  to  Meetinga. 
appoint ;  and  they  may  adjourn  as  they  see  fit.    Any  two  of  the 
directors  may  require  the  secretary  to  call  a  meeting.    Their  meet- 
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ings  must  consist  of  the  prescribed  quorum;  and  when  none  is 
prescribed,  of  at  least  one-third  of  their  number.  All  questions  are 
determined  by  majorities,  and  the  chairman  has  a  casting  vote 
(sec.  95).  At  the  first  meeting  of  directors  held  after  their  original 
and  annual  appointments,  the  directors  present  choose  one  of  their 
number  as  chairman  for  the  following  year,  and  they  may  also 
choose  a  deputy-chairman.  If  these  die,  or  resign,  or  become  dis- 
qualified to  act,  others  are  chosen  at  the  next  meeting  of  directors ; 
and  the  substitute  remains  in  ofSce  as  long  as  he  in  whose  place  he 
came  would  have  been  entitled  to  continue  (sec.  96).  When  the 
chairman  and  deputy-chairman  are  both  absent  from  any  meeting, 
the  directors  present  choose  some  one  of  their  number  to  act  for  the 
occasion  (sec.  97). 

The  directors  may  appoint  committees  of  their  number,  with 
power  to  de  any  acts  within  the  sphere  of  their  own  authority  (sec. 
98).  Such  committees  may  meet  and  adjourn  as  they  see  fit. 
Their  quorum,  if  not  prescribed,  is  fixed  by  the  general  body  of 
directors ;  one  of  the  members  present  is  appointed  chairman,  and 
all  questions  are  determined  by  majorities — the  chairman  having  a 
casting  vote  (sec.  99). 

The  directors  or  their  conunittees  may  make  contracts  so  as  to 
bind  the  company  as  follows :  1.  In  contracts  which  require  to  be 
by  deed,  or  by  agreement  in  writing,  and  signed  by  the  parties 
thereto,  the  directors  or  their  committees  may  contract  on  behalf 
of  and  bind  the  company  in  writing,  either  under  the  company's 
common  seal,  or  signed  by  the  directors  or  their  committee,  or  any 
two  of  either ;  and  such  contract  may  in  the  same  manner  be  varied 
or  discharged.  2.  In  contracts  valid  by  parole,  the  directors  or 
their  committees  may  contract  on  behalf  of  and  bind  the  company 
by  parole  only,  and  may  in  like  manner  vary  or  dischai^  the  same 
(sec.  100). 

The  directors  are  bound  to  cause  all  proceedings  of  the  com- 
pany, of  themselves,  or  of  their  committees,  to  be  entered  in  books 
provided  for  the  purpose,  and  kept  under  their  superintendence. 
Every  entry  must  be  signed  by  the  chairman  of  the  meeting,  and  is 
then  to  be  received  as  ex  facie  evidence  in  courts  of  justice  (sec. 
101).  Informalities  in  the  appointment  of  directors  or  of  their 
committees  do  not  invalidate  their  proceedings  (sec.  102). 
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Directors,  when  acting  in  the  lawful  execution  of  their  office,  indemnity, 
do  not  incur  personal  liability ;  but  are  entitled  to  indemnity  out  of 
the  company  funds  for  all  payments  made  by  them,  and  for  all 
losses,  costs,  and  damages  incurred  by  them  in  the  execution  of  the 
powers  wherewith  they  have  been  entrusted.  Calls  on  the  capital 
remaining  unpaid  may  be  made  for  this  purpose  (sec.  103). 

AUDITORS. 

» 

Unless  otherwise  directed,  two  auditors  are  elected  at  the  first  Auditors, 
ordinaiy  meeting  after  obtaining  the  special  act.  One  of  them 
goes  out  of  office  each  ensuing  year,  and  another  is  appointed  to 
supply  his  place ;  but  the  retiring  auditor  does  not  go  out  until 
another  has  been  elected  (sec.  104).  The  auditors  can  hold  no 
other  office  in  the  company,  nor  be  in  any  way  interested  in  its 
concerns,  except  as  shareholders ;  but  unless  otherwise  prescribed, 
every  auditor  must  hold  at  least  one  share  in  the  undertaking 
(sec.  105). 

The  auditors  vacate  office  by  rotation,  determined  in  the  first  Vacancies. 
instance  by  ballot  or  agreement,  and  afterwards  by  seniority. 
Those  retiring  are  immediately  re-eligible  (sec.  106).  Vacancies 
occurring  among  the  auditors  in  the  course  of  the  year  may  be 
filled  up  bj  election  at  any  general  meeting  (sec.  107) ;  and  the 
same  provisions  apply  to  the  election  of  auditors  as  to  that  of 
directors  (sec.  108). 

The  directors  must  deliver  to  the  auditors  the  balance-sheet  and  Duties, 
other  periodical  accounts  fourteen  days  before  the  ordinary  meeting 
at  which  they  are  produced  to  the  shareholders ;  and  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  auditors  to  examine  them,  and  either  make  a  special  report, 
or  simply  confirm  them.  This  report  is  read  together  with  that 
of  the  directors  at  the  ordinary  meeting.  The  auditors  may  em- 
ploy accountants  to  aid  them  in  their  labours,  at  the  expense  of 
the  company  (sees.  110,  111). 

The  directors  must  take  security  from  every  officer  entrusted  Duty  of 
with  the  monies  of  the  company  ;  and  they  may  demand  from  such  account 
officers  an  account  in  writing  of  all  monies  received,  and  how  they 
were  expended.     These  officials  must  produce  the  vouchers  and 

receipts,  and  pay  over  to  the  directors  or  their  mandataries  the 
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remaining  balance  (sees.  112,  113).  Summary  proceedings  may 
be  taken  before  the  sheriff  or  two  justices  against  parties  failing  to 
account.  Officers  refusing  to  produce  vouchers,  books,  and  other 
documents,  may  be  imprisoned  until  they  comply;  and  officers 
believed  to  be  about  to  abscond,  may  be  summarily  apprehended 
and  detained  in  custody  until  they  are  tried,  or  give  security  for 
their  appearance  (sees.  115,  116).  Proceedings  taken  against  the 
company  officers  do  not  liberate  their  sureties  (sec.  117). 

ACCOUNTS. 

The  directors  are  required  to  keep  full  and  accurate  accounts 
of  all  monies  received  or  disbursed  on  behalf  of  the  company. 
The  company  books  must  be  balanced  fourteen  days  before  each 
ordinary  meeting  (unless  otherwise  prescribed) ;  exact  balance- 
sheets  must  be  made  up,  containing  the  property  and  the  debts,  the 
profit  and  the  loss;  and  these  balance-sheets  must  be  examined 
by  at  least  three  of  the  directors,  and  signed  by  the  then  chairman 
Books.  or  his  deputy.     The  books  and  balance-sheet  must  be  open  for 

the  inspection  of  shareholders  for  fourteen  days  before  and  for 
one  month  after  each  ordinary  meeting  at  the  principal  office, 
unless  otherwise  provided;  and  the  balance-sheet,  and  auditors' 
report  thereon,  must  be  produced  at  the  meeting  to  the  assembled 
shareholders.  A  book-keeper  appointed  by  the  directors  enters  the 
company  accounts  in  books,  which  he  is  bound  to  submit  to  the 
inspection  of  any  shareholder  demanding  it  for  fourteen  days 
before  and  one  month  after  every  ordinary  meeting,  under  a 
penalty  not  exceeding  £5  (sees.  118,  119,  120,  121,  122). 

BYE-LAWS. 

The  company  has  power  to  make  bye-laws  for  the  purpose  of 
regulating  their  officers  and  servants,  and  generally  for  the  proper 
management  of  the  company  affairs,  provided  these  bye-laws  do  not 
conflict  with  the  common  law  of  that  part  of  the  kingdom  where 
they  are  to  have  effect,  and  with  the  provisions  of  the  general  and 
special  acts.  Penalties  may  be  imposed  by  these  bye-laws  on  the 
officers  and  servants  of  the  company,  and  they  are  all  entitled  to  a 
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copy  of  them.  Sach  bye-laws  are  sufficiently  proved  by  prodaction 
of  a  written  or  printed  copy  under  the  seal  of  the  company  (sees. 
127, 128, 129,  130). 

Every  shareholder  has  a  right  to  inspect  the  following  docu- 
ments :  1.  The  shareholders'  address  book  (sec.  10) ;  2.  The 
register  of  mortgages  and  bonds  (sec.  48) ;  3.  The  register  of 
consolidated  stock  (sec.  66)  ;  4.  The  company  account  books 
(sec.  120).  Shareholders  are  entitled,  moreover,  to  have  copies  of 
the  shareholders'  address  book  (sec.  10)  and  the  account  books,  or 
of  any  part  of  these  documents  (sec.  122). 

The  company  is  bound  at  all  times,  after  six  months  from  the 
date  of  its  formation,  to  keep  in  the  principal  business  ofiSce  a  copy 
of  the  special  act  printed  by  the  Queen's  printers.  When  the 
undertaking  is  a  railway,  canal,  or  the  like,  the  works  of  which  are 
not  confined  to  one  place,  copies  of  the  special  act  must  in  like 
manner  be  deposited  in  the  offices  of  the  clerks  of  the  peace  of  the 
several  counties  into  which  the  works  extend,  and  in  the  o£Sce  of 
the  town  or  burgh  clerk  of  any  town  or  burgh  within  one  mile  of 
which  the  works  extend.  All  persons  interested  may  inspect  these 
copies,  and  make  extracts  or  copies  from  them  (sec.  165).  The 
special  act  of  any  company  may  at  all  times  be  purchased  of  the 
Queen's  printers. 
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CHAPTER   V. 

CAPITAL  OF  COMPANIES,  AND  ITS  DIVISION  INTO  SHARES. 

The  capital  of  a  company  is  a  matter  of  fondamental  importance. 
If  it  is  too  small,  the  undertaking  will  not  be  carried  on  with  much 
chance  of  success ;  if  too  large,  the  shareholders  will  receive  a  very 
inadequate  return  on  their  shares.  The  amount  should  therefore 
be  determined  after  a  very  mature  and  deliberate  consideration  of 
all  the  circumstances  and  contingencies  of  the  case.  It  is  usuaUy 
fixed  at  formation,  and  forms  one  of  the  fundamental  conditions  of 
the  contract  (a).  Hence,  persons  agreeing  to  take  shares  in  a 
company  with  a  certain  capital,  cannot  be  required  to  become 
shareholders  if  the  amount  of  capital  be  increased  or  diminished  (6). 
The  contract  of  copartnery  may  however  be  so  framed,  that  the 
amount  of  capital  originally  agreed  upon  is  not  an  essential  con- 
dition (c);  and  persons  may  agree  to  take  shares  in  a  company 
when  the  amount  of  capital  has  not  been  defined.  In  such  cases 
subscribers  cannot  escape  from  the  agreement  by  pleading  that 
the  company  as  formed  has  a  different  capital  from  that  originally 
contemplated  (d).  Subscribers  may  also  be  estopped  from  main- 
taining this  plea,  by  conduct,  acquiescence,  or  adoption  (e). 
General  rules.  In  commou  law  companies,  the  agreed-upon  capital  specified  in 

the  articles  of  copartnery  or  other  instrument  of  formation  cannot 
be  altered  without  the  consent  of  all  the  members.     This  arises 

(a)  Monro  v.  Edinburgh   Cemetery      S.  669;  Caledonian  Dairy  Co,^  18^, 
Co.,   1851,   13  D.   595.     See  North      12  S.  394. 

British  Bank  v.  Collins,  1852,  25  Jur.  (c)  Previous  cases. 

1 19,  a£f .  15  D.  (H.  L.)  29, 1  Macq.  369 ;  (d)  Nixon  v.  Brownlow,  2  H.  and  N. 

Electric  Telegraph  Co.,  22  Beav.  471.  455;  Norman,  5  De  G.  M.  andG.  648. 

(b)  See  Turnery,  MoUison,  1833, 11  {e)Sturrockv.  TAoiiw,  1851,130.762. 
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from  the  consideration  that  the  amount  of  capital  in  such  asso- 
ciations forms  the  very  basis  and  condition  of  the  contract  of 
copartnery.  Not  only  may  the  profits  be  greatly  affected  by  a 
change  in  the  amount  of  capital,  but  the  risk  of  loss  where  lia- 
bility is  unlimited  may  be  indefinitely  increased  (a).  A  power  to 
increase  capital  may  however  be  conferred  in  the  instrument  of 
formation,  and  its  exercise  will  be  effectual,  provided  the  prescribed 
formalities  are  duly  observed  (6).  In  the  case  of  incorporated 
companies,  where  the  capital  has  been  fixed  by  charter,  letters 
patent,  or  special  act,  its  amount  cannot  be  varied  even  with  the 
consent  of  all  the  members,  unless  the  incorporating  instrument 
contains  some  provision  to  that  effect  (c). 

As  to  companies  registered  under  the  Act  1862,  it  is  provided  Begistered 
by  sec.  12,   that  a  company  limited  by  shares  may  increase  its  '=°"'^- 
capital  by  the  issue  of  new  shares,  if  authorized  to  do  so  by  its 
regulations  as  originally  framed,  or  as  altered  by  special  resolution 
in  terms  of  sees.  50  and  51.     Notice  of  such  alteration  must  be 
given  to  the  registrar  (sec.  34).     The  capital  of  companies  divided 
by  shares  cannot  be  diminished  (sec.  12).     It  does  not  appear 
whether  any  such  restriction  applies  to  companies  unlimited,  or 
limited  by  guarantee.     In  these  cases  the  liability  of  members  will 
not  be  materially  affected  by  an  alteration  of  the  capital.     Table 
A,  Schedule  1,  contains  articles  (26,  27,  and  28)  applicable  to  the 
increase  of  capital,  which,  if  adopted  in  the  articles  of  association, 
wiU  give  the  following  regulations : — On  a  special  resolution  of  the 
company,  the  directors  may  increase  the  capital  by  the  issue  of  new 
shares.    The  aggregate  increase,  and  the  number  of  new  shares, 
are  fixed  by  the  general  meeting,  and  in  the  absence  of  a  special 
direction  by  the  directors.    If  no  direction  is  given  to  the  contrary, 
the  new  shares  must  be  offered  to  the  members  in  proportion  to  the 
shares  already  held  by  them.     Shares  not  so  accepted  may  be  dis- 
posed of  by  the  directors  as  they  think  most  beneficial  for  the  com- 
pany. The  capital  so  raised  is  considered  part  of  the  original  capital, 
and  is  subject  to  the  same  provisions  as  to  calls,  forfeiture,  etc. 

(a)  Monro  v.  Edinburgh  Cemetery  369 ;  Electric  Telegraph  Co.,  22  Beav. 

^0.,  1851, 18  D.  695.     See  also  North  ill ;  Fisher  v.  Tayler,  2  Ha.  218. 

Britigh  Bank  v.  Collins,  1852,  25  Jur.  (h)  Ibid. 

119,  aflf.  15  D.  (H.  L.)  29,  1  Macq.  (c)  Lindley  522. 
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In  chartered  companies^  whose  capital  has  been  fixed  in  their 
charters,  no  increase  or  diminution  of  the  capital  appears  compe- 
tent, unless  perhaps  power  to  this  e£Fect  has  been  conferred  in  the 
instrument  of  formation.  And  the  same  may  be  said  of  companies 
privileged  by  letters  patent,  where  the  capital  has  been  specified  in 
the  contract  or  deed  of  association  ;  for  in  such  a  case  the  agreed- 
upon  amount  of  capital  must  be  held  as  forming  a  condition  in 
view  of  which  the  letters  patent  were  conferred. 

The  Consolidation  Act,  1845,  contains  no  direct  provisions  for 
the  increase  or  diminution  of  the  capital  fixed  under  the  special 
act ;  and  therefore,  unless  the  special  act  confer  a  power  to  this 
effect,  no  alteration  can  be  made  on  the  capital,  even  with  the 
concurrence  of  all  the  members.  Where,  however,  the  company 
is  authorized  by  its  special  act  to  borrow  money,  it  is  empowered 
by  sec.  59  to  raise  the  sums  authorized  to  be  borrowed  by  the 
creation  of  new  shares,  which  are  to  be  considered  the  same  as  the 
original  capital  as  to  calls,  forfeiture,  etc.  (sec.  60),  and  which,  if 
the  old  shares  are  at  a  premium^  are  to  be  offered  to  the  then 
shareholders  in  proportion  to  the  shares  held  by  them  respectively 
(sec.  61).  The  new  shares  vest  in  the  parties  accepting ;  and  if  not 
accepted,  are  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  company  as  seems  best  for 
the  interests  of  the  company  (sec.  62).  If,  at  the  time  of  this 
increase  of  capital,  the  existing  shares  are  not  at  a  premiumy  the 
new  shares  may  be  issued  in  such  manner  and  on  such  terms  as 
the  company  think  fit  (sec.  63). 

But  though  the  capital  of  a  common  law  company  cannot 
be  increased  without  the  consent  of  all  the  members,  and  that 
of  an  incorporated  company  cannot  always  be  enlarged  even 
with  this  unanimous  consent,  a  distinction  must  be  made  be* 
tween  increasing  capital  and  the  mere  borrowing  of  money  to 
pay  off  debts  already  existing.  The  latter  power  may  in  general 
be  exercised  by  majorities  (a),  and  in  some  cases  by  the  board  of 
directors. 

The  capital  of  companies,  whether  incorporate  or  at  common 
law,  is  usually  divided  into  shares.  When  the  number  and  amount 
of  shares  have  once  been  fixed,  the  general  rule  seems  to  be  that 

(a)  Bryon  v.  Metro.  Saloon  Co.,  4      Co.,  4  K.  and  J.  733  (8  Vict.  c.  17, 
E.  Jut.  N.  S.  680  ;  Auxiliary  Clipper      sb.  40  and  41). 
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they,  like  the  capital,  cannot  afterwards  be  altered  (a).  It  is  an 
indictable  offence  to  issue  as  good  more  shares  than  the  prescribed 
number.    This  is,  in  fact,  a  fraud  on  the  other  shareholders  (b), 

I.   SHARES  IN  PARTNERSHIPS. 

The  word  *  share'  has  not  been  employed  with  much  precision 
of  meaning,  and  is  often  liable  to  ambiguity.  Hence  it  is  difficult, 
if  not  impossible,  to  give  it  a  definition  which  shall  be  at  once 
exhaustive  and  practically  useful.  Speaking  generally,  however, 
it  may  be  said  that  by  a  share  in  an  ordinary  partnership  is  meant 
the  interest  of  one  of  the  partnei*s  in  the  concern,  by  reference  to 
which  his  right  to  participate  in  profits  while  the  partnership  sub- 
sists, and  to  receive  a  proportion  of  the  free  assets  when  it  is  dis- 
solved, is  determined,  and  in  respect  of  which,  in  a  question  inter 
socioSj  his  amount  of  contribution  for  company  losses  is  in  dvbio  to 
be  ascertained. 

This  share  or  interest  depends  entirely  on  agreement,  subject  to  Amount 
the  equitable  rule  of  the  civilians,  that  unless  each  partner  have  agreement, 
some  participation  in  the  profits,  or  the  hope  of  it,  there  can  be  no 
valid  partnership  (c). 

When  the  contract  is  reduced  to  writing,  it  generally  contains.  Modes  of 
or  ought  to  contain,  a  <;lause  defining  each  partner's  share.    When 
this  is  so,  any  ambiguity  of  construction  will  be  resolved  by  the 
Court 

But  it  too  often  happens  that  the  contract  is  not  reduced  to  Variance  in 

practice. 

writing,  or  contains  no  provision  on  this  subject.  When,  in  these 
circumstances,  disputes  arise  as  to  the  amount  of  each  partner's 
share,  it  seems  to  have  been  the  former  practice  of  the  Court  of 
Session  to  determine  the  matter  without  the  intervention  of  a  jury. 
In  doing  so,  the  Court  proceeded  on  the  principle,  that  once  the 
fact  of  partnership  was  established,  the  presumption  of  law  was 
for  equality,  but  gave  effect  to  any  evidence  or  circumstances  from 
which  another  arrangement  might  fairly  be  inferred  {d). 

(a)Siiii<Av.G^oWncor%,4Q.B.480;  {d)  Struthers  v.  JBarr,  1821,  1  S. 

but  see  Amhergate  Ra,  Co.,  4  Ex.  540.  122  ;  M'Whirter  v.  Guthrie,  1822,  2 

(b)  R.  V.  Mott,  2  Car.  and  P.  521.  W.  and  S.  153,  1  S.  295,  Hume  760  ; 

(r)  Erek.  ill.  3,  19 ;  Dig.  lib.  xvii.  Blair  v.  Rtissell,  1828,  6  S.  836,  and 

t.  2, 1.  29,  8.  2.  8  S.  72. 
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In  the  case  of  CampheWs  Trs,  v.  Thomson  (a),  the  House  of 
Lords  remitted  with  instructions  to  have  the  question  tried  hy 
jury ;  but  the  Court  appear  still  to  have  adhered  to  their  former 
practice  (6),  unless  the  late  case  of  the  Aberdeen  Bank  has  fixed 
the  rule  in  favour  of  jury  trial  (c).  This  was  always  the  custom 
in  England  (cQ. 

As  to  the  principles  upon  which  the  amount  of  a  partner^s  share 
is  to  be  determined,  the  law  both  in  England  and  Scotland  appears 
to  stand  thus :  If  the  contract  be  in  writing,  and  contain  a  clause 
defining  the  amount,  this  will  be  conclusive.  In  the  absence  of 
writing,  there  is  a  presumption  in  favour  of  equality ;  but  this  is 
merely  a  presumption,  and  may  be  rebutted  by  evidence  to  the 
contrary  {e).  As  a  consequence  of  this,  when  the  question  of  the 
existence  of  partnership  is  sent  to  a  jury,  there  being  no  deed  of 
copartnery,  the  proportional  interest  of  each  partner  ought  to  be 
put  in  issue  (/). 

In  consequence  of  the  reversal  of  the  judgment  in  CampbelFs 
Trustees  v.  Thomson^  it  has  sometimes  been  supposed  that  the  law 
of  England  differed  from  that  of  Scotland  in  reference  to  the  pre- 
sumption of  equality  (g) ;  but  a  careful  consideration  of  the  cases  will 
lead  to  the  conclusion  that,  when  rightly  understood,  both  systems 
are  and  always  have  been  at  one  on  this  branch  of  the  subject. 

The  same  rules  are  applied  to  joint  adventures  or  partnerships 
in  single  transactions  (A),  and  also  to  shares  in  companies  when  it 
is  doubtful  to  how  many  of  them  each  partner  is  entitled  (t). 

As  a  general  rule,  it  may  be  stated  that  the  amount  of  interest 
or  share  which  a  partner  is  ascertained  to  have  in  the  profits  of 
the  concern,  will  also  regulate  the  proportion  of  the  capital  and 


(a)  1829,  7  S.  650  ;  reversed,  5  W. 
and  S.  16,  7  BUgh  432. 

(h)  Fergnsson  v.  Graham^  1836,  14 
S.  871  ;  BucJianan  v.  Lennox^  1838, 
16  S.  824. 

(c)  1859,  22  D.  44. 

(d)  Lindlej  573  ;  Peacock  v.  Pea- 
cock, 16  Vee.  49  ;  Binford  v.  Dom- 
mett^  4  Ves.  756. 

(e)  Robinson,  20  Beav.  98;  Pea- 
cock, supra ;  Webster  v.  Bray,  7  Ha. 
159 ;  Stewart  v.  Forbes,  1  Mac.  and 


G.  137  ;  compared  with  Aberdeen 
Bank  and  other  cases  quoted  supra, 

(/)  Aberdeen  Bank,  1869,  22  D.  44. 

(g)  Collyer  106. 

(h)  Ferguson  v.  Graham,  1836, 14 
D.  871 ;  Buchanan  v.  Lennox,  1838, 
16  S.  824  ;  Robinson  v.  Anderson,  20 
Beav.  98;  APGregor  v.  Bainbrigge, 
7  Ha.  164 ;  Hanslip  v.  Kitton,  8  E. 
Jur.  N.  S.  835. 

(i)  See  Somes  v.  Currie,  1  K.  and 
J.  605. 
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stock  to  which  he  is  entitled  on  dissolution.  This,  however,  is 
a  mere  presumption,  which  may  be  set  aside  by  evidence  to  the 
contrary  (a). 

Shares  in  Companies, 

In  the  case  of  companies  with  a  capital  divided  into  shares,  the  Differenco 
word  shares  means  a  definite  portion  of  its  agreed-upon  capital,  and  interest  and 
not  the  interest  which  a  partner  may  have  in  the  concern ;  for  he 
may  possess  one  or  many  such  shares,  and  his  interest  consists  of 
the  number  of  shares  which  he  de  facto  holds.  Shares  in  companies 
of  this  description  are  always  equal,  for  they  are  the  units  into 
which  the  agreed-upon  capital  was  divided  at  the  formation  of  the 
company.  The  only  exception  to  this  is,  when  an  addition  to  the 
original  capital  has  been  raised  by  the  issue  of  a  certain  number  of 
new  shares.  Here  the  new  shares  will  all  be  equal  to  each  other, 
but  they  may  be  of  greater  or  less  value  than  the  old  shares. 

When  a   company  has  not  a  capital  divided  into  shares,  the  When  capital 
word  share  has  the  same  meaning  that  it  has  in  common  partner-  into  shares, 
ships,  viz.  each  partner^s  interest  in  the  concern.     An  example  of 
this  occurs  in  such  registered  companies  as  are  formed  under  the 
Act  1862,  with  a  liability  limited  by  guarantee  and  not  by  shares. 

Preferential  or  guaranteed  shares  differ  from  other  shares  in  Preferential 
this  respect,  that  their  owners  are  entitled  to  share  profits  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  in  preference  to  other  members  of  the  company.  This 
privilege  does  not,  however,  in  the  smallest  degree  affect  the  liability 
of  such  preference  shareholders  to  the  public.  In  that  respect  they 
are  in  pari  easu  with  the  others.  They  are  creditors  of  the  company 
for  payment  of  the  guaranteed  amount  of  their  dividends  only  after 
payment  of  all  the  company's  public  creditors  has  been  made. 

Shares,  whether  in  partnerships  or  companies,  are  in  their  nature  Shares  per- 

-  ,  -  .  1  .  .     sona  property. 

personal  property,  because  they  are  nothmg  more  than  a  jus  exp- 
gendi ;  and  it  makes  no  difference  in  this  respect,  that  the  company 
property  may  to  a  large  extent  consist  of  heritage  (b).   Bank  stock, 

(a)  Nelson  v.  Bealhy,  8  E.  Jur.  N.  \.  Balfour,  1804, 13  F.  C.  339,  M.  App. 

S.  397.  Her.  and  Mov.  3,  aflF.  1811,  6  Pat. 

(fe)  Corse  V.  Corse,  1802,  13  F.  C.  App.  525  ;  Murray  v.  Murray,  1805, 

162,  M.  App.  Her.  and  Mov.  2;  Sime  13    F.    C.   441,  M.  App.    Her.   and 
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whether  the  bank  be  a  corporation  or  not,  is  moveable  (a).  In  the 
Company  Clauses  Consolidation  (Scotland)  Act  (J),  and  in  the  Act 
of  1862,  shares  are  expressly  declared  to  be  personal  property  (c). 

When  a  company,  formed  under  the  Act  1862,  is  limited  by 
shares,  the  capital  divided  into  shares  of  a  fixed  amount  must  be 
specified  in  the  memorandum  of  association  (sec.  8).  In  the  case  of 
companies  limited  by  guarantee  or  unlimited,  and  having  a  capital 
divided  into  shares,  the  capital  so  divided  must  be  specified  in  the 
articles  of  association  (sec.  14).  The  number  and  amount  of  shares 
must  in  like  manner  be  stated  in  the  memorandum  or  articles,  ac- 
cording to  the  character  of  the  company  (sees.  8  and  14).  The 
shares  must  be  numbered  in  arithmetical  progression  (sec.  22).  Tlie 
company  must  keep  at  its  registered  office  a  register  of  members, 
containing  the  names  and  addresses  of  members,  the  shares  held  bj 
each,  and  the  amount  paid  thereon  (sec.  25).  A  certificate  under 
the  company's  seal,  specifying  any  shares  or  stock  held  by  a  member, 
is  prima  facie  evidence  of  title  to  such  shares  or  stock  (sec.  31). 
The  shares  or  other  interest  of  members  are  expressly  declared  to 
be  personal  estate  (sec.  22).  As  soon  as  the  company  is  registered 
the  shares  emerge,  and  the  subscribers  become  converted  into  the 
shareholders.  In  the  case  of  companies  previously  existing,  and 
afterwards  registered  under  the  Act,  it  is  not  necessary  to  number 
the  shares,  if  they  were  not  so  distinguished  before  (sec.  196). 

In  chartered  companies  the  incorporating  instrument  generally 
provides  rules  and  regulations  as  to  the  numbers,  amount,  and 
registration,  and  also  as  to  the  mode  in  which  their  ownership  is  to 
be  established.  When  they  do  not  possess  a  capital  divided  into 
shares,  the  charter  provides  in  like  manner  regulations  for  ascer- 
taining the  interests  of  the  members. 

In  companies  privileged  by  the  Letters  Patent  Acts,  the  deed  of 
association  specifies  the  number  of  shares  into  which  the  capital  is 
divided,  the  shares  being  numbered  in  succession  (sees.  5,  6,  and  7). 

Shares  properly  so  called,  in  opposition  to  scrip,  emerge  in  com- 
panies formed  under  the  Act  1845,  when  the  original  subscribers, 
or  those  otherwise  entitled  to  shares,  are  duly  registered  after  the 

Mov.  4;  Minto  v.  Kilpatrick,  1833,      5478;  i?oya/ Banfc  v.  FaiVAo/me,  1770. 
lis.  632.  M.  App.  Adjud.  No.  3. 

(o)  Dalrympk  r.  Halkttt  (1735),  M.  (6)  Sec.  7.  (c)  Sec.  22. 
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special  act  has  been  obtained.  Persons  become  entitled  to  shares, 
1.  By  signing  the  parliamentary  contract  or  subscribers'  agree- 
ment ;  2.  By  taking  scrip  issued  by  the  company ;  3.  By  purchasing 
scrip-certificates ;  and  4.  By  transfer  from  a  registered  shareholder. 
Until  registration,  however,  the  proper  character  of  shareholder  in 
the  statutory  sense  does  not  exist ;  and  liability  for  calls,  and  the 
right  to  vote  or  share  dividends,  do  not  emerge  (a)  (sec.  8). 

The  special  act  prescribes  the  number  of  shares  into  which  the  Shares,  etc., 
capital  is  to  be  divided,  and  the  amount  of  each  share.  The  shares  the  special  act 
must  be  numbered  in  arithmetical  progression,  and  every  share 
mast  be  distinguished  by  its  appropriate  number  (sec.  6).  The 
shares  are  personal  estate,  and  transmissible  as  such  (sec.  7).  The 
shares,  shareholders,  and  the  amount  paid  on  each  share,  must  be 
entered  in  the  '  Begister  of  Shareholders,'  which  must  be  kept  in 
terms  of  the  provisions  of  sec.  9.  The  company  must  deliver 
certificates  of  shares,  in  terms  of  sec.  11,  to  every  shareholder  on 
demand.  This  certificate  is  prima  facie  evidence  of  title  to  shares, 
but  the  want  of  it  does  not  preclude  a  shareholder  from  disposing 
of  his  shares  (sec.  12).  If  the  certificate  be  worn  out  or  damaged, 
on  its  being  produced  at  a  meeting  of  directors,  a  new  one  may  be 
obtained,  and  so  also  if  the  old  one  be  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  directors  to  have  been  lost.  In  either  case  an  entry  of  the 
substituted  document  must  be  duly  made  in  the  register  of  share- 
holders (sec.  13). 

Consolidated  Stock. 

It  is  a  common  practice  to  convert  paid-up  shares  into  con- 
solidated stock,  which  is  then  divided  among  the  shareholders 
according  to  the  amount  of  their  former  shares.  This  practice 
has  many  advantages,  and  in  common  law  companies  it  may  be 
done  by  a  vote  of  a  majority.  In  incorporated  companies  it  can 
only  be  done  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  instrument 
of  formation. 

In  companies  formed  under  the  Act  1862,  the  capital  may  be  Act  1862. 
consolidated  and  divided  into  shares  of  a  larger  amount,  and  paid- 
up  shares  may  be  converted  into  stock.    But  such  changes  can  only 
(a)  See  as  to  this,  *  Preliminaries  to  Formation^'  p.  69. 
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be  made  in  virtue  of  authority  to  that  effect  in  the  company 
regulations  as  originally  framed,  or  as  altered  by  special  resolution 
passed  in  terms  of  sees.  50  and  51.  If  the  provisions  of  Table  I. 
are  adopted  as  the  articles  of  association,  the  regulations  applicable 
to  the  subject  will  be  found  in  R.  23,  24,  and  25,  which  are  very 
similar  to  the  corresponding  provisions  of  the  Consolidation  Act  of 
1845,  to  be  afterwards  noticed.  By  sec.  28,  it  is  provided  that  the 
company  must  give  notice  of  consolidation  or  conversion  of  capital 
into  stock  to  the  Registrar  of  Joint-stock  Companies,  specifying  the 
shares  so  consolidated,  divided,  or  converted.  And  by  sec.  29  it 
is  provided,  that  when  such  conversion  has  taken  place  with  dae 
notice  to  the  registrar,  all  the  provisions  as  to  shares  shall  cease  as 
regards  such  consolidated  stock;  and  thenceforth  the  register  of 
members,  and  the  list  of  members  to  be  forwarded  to  the  registrar, 
shall  show  the  amount  of  stock  instead  of  the  amount  of  shares, 
etc.,  as  formerly. 

Chartered  companies  must  be  regulated  as  to  this  matter  by  the 
provisions,  if  any,  contained  in  their  charters.  The  Letters  Patent 
Acts  make  no  provisions  on  the  subject,  and  do  not  seem  to  con- 
template the  conversion  of  shares  into  stock. 

By  the  Companies  Clauses  Act,  1845,  it  is  provided  (sec.  64) 
that  the  company,  with  consent  of  three-fifths  of  the  votes  of  the 
shareholders  at  general  meeting,  on  due  notice,  may  convert  the 
shares  paid  up  into  a  ^general  capital  stocky*  to  be  divided  among 
the  shareholders  according  to  their  respective  interests  therein. 
When  this  takes  place,  the  regulations  and  provisions  as  to  shares 
cease,  and  the  several  holders  of  the  stock  may  thenceforth  transfer 
it  in  the  same  manner  as  shares,  and  the  company  are  required  to 
enter  any  such  transfer  of  stock  in  a  book  (sec.  65).  The  company 
must  also  from  time  to  time  enter  in  a  book,  called  the  '  Register  of 
Holders  of  Consolidated  Stocky^  the  names  of  the  holders  of  stock ; 
and  this  book  must  be  accessible  at  all  reasonable  times  to  the 
several  share  or  stock  holders  (sec.  66).  The  stockholders  are 
entitled  to  dividends  and  all  other  privileges  that  would  arise  to 
them  on  shares  of  equal  amount  (sec.  67). 
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II.  TRANSFER  OF  SHARES. 

From  the  delectits  personce^  which  is  one  of  the  characteristics  Delectus 
of  ordinaiy  partnership,  it  follows  that  no  new  partner  can  be  ^""''^' 
admitted  into  the  society  without  the  consent  of  all  the  partners. 
This  is  a  settled  principle  in  the  Roman,  English,  and  Scottish 
systems  of  law,  and  probably  in  every  other  where  the  principles  of 
this  contract  have  been  elaborated  (a).  Hence,  except  of  consent, 
no  new  partner  can  be  admitted  by  alienation,  either  legal  or  volun- 
tary ;  and  on  the  death  of  a  partner,  his  representatives  cannot 
claim  to  be  admitted  as  partners  with  the  survivors. 

Accordin£C  to  the  Roman  law,  it  was  not  even  competent  to  ConTentionai 
Stipulate  in  the  partnership  contract  that  the  interest  of  a  person 
deceasing  should  descend  to  his  heir  (6)  ;  but  it  is  now  settled  in  the 
English  and  Scottish  systems,  that  the  parties  may  validly  agree  that 
their  heirs  and  their  assignees  shall  be  adopted  in  their  room  (c) ; 
and  when  this  arrangement  has  been  made,  a  partner  may  introduce 
whom  he  will  into  the  concern,  either  by  testamentary  deed  or  by 
transference  of  his  share  during  his  own  lifetime.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary that  this  agreement  shall  have  been  made  in  the  copartnery 
contract ;  it  may  be  made  at  any  time :  nor  is  it  invalid  because 
informal,  but  appears  to  be  proveable  by  facts  and  circumstances  ((2). 

Even  where  no  consent  to  a  transfer  of  shares  has  been  given,  a  trnauthorized 

^        J       transferB. 

partner  may  assign  his  share  to  a  third  party  without  consulting 
his  copartners ;  and  the  same  may  happen  by  legal  diligence.  But 
m  this  case  the  assignee  acquires  no  right  to  become  a  partner ;  he 
merely  becomes  entitled  to  payment  of  what  may  be  due  to  his 
credit  in  the  share  {e).  In  like  manner,  a  partner  may,  without 
the  consent  of  his  copartners,  bequeath  his  share  to  whom  he  will. 
In  this  case  the  devisee  acquires  no  right  to  enter  the  firm,  but 
merely  to  what  may  at  the  testatoi^s  death  be  due  him  by  the 

(a)  Dig.  lib.  xvii.  t.  2, 1. 59 ;  lindley  grove  v.  Nelson,  3  M.  and  E.  20 ; 

593 ;  Bell's  Com.  ii.  620.  Beniley  v.  Bate^,  4  Y.  and  C.  182. 

(6)  Dig.  lib.  xvii.  t.  2,  1.  59,  and  1.  (d)  Bargate  v.  Shortridge,  5  House 

65,  8.  9.  of  Lords  Cases  297. 

(c)   Stair    i.    16,    5  ;    Warner  v.  (e)  Glyn  v.  Hood,  8  W.    R.   37 ; 

Cuningham  (1798),  M.  14603,  aff.  3  Smith  v.  Parkes,  16  Beav.  115. 
Dow.  76 ;  Bell's  Com.  ii.  620 ;  Love- 
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firm  (a).  If  the  testator  daring  life  receives  his  share,  the  legacy 
falls  (b) ;  but  it  has  been  held  in  England  not  to  be  adeemed  by 
any  arrangement  among  the  partners  varying  the  amount  of  the 
share  (c),  converting  it  into  stock,  or  amalgamating  the  company 
with  another  (d). 

In  public  companies,  where  there  is  no  delectus  personcBj  shares 
are  presumed  transferable  at  the  will  of  the  owners,  unless  the 
contrary  appear  from  the  instrument  of  formation  (e).  Sometimes 
it  is  made  a  condition  of  transference  that  the  consent  of  the 
other  shareholders  or  of  the  directors  shall  be  obtained.  In  the 
latter  case,  the  directors  must  consider  themselves  as  tmstees  for 
the  company,  and  must  act  fairly  with  a  view  to  its  interests 
alone  (/). 

The  mode  of  transfer  is  regulated  by  the  constitution  of  the 
company,  and  by  the  statute  or  special  act  by  which  it  may  be 
incorporated.  It  is  not  unusual  to  find  the  power  of  transfer 
clogged  with  certain  conditions,  such  as  consent  on  the  part  of  the 
directors,  payment  of  calls  already  made,  offer  of  pre-emption  to 
the  company,  etc. ;  and  certain  formalities  are  often  prescribed  as 
essential  to  complete  the  transaction,  e.g.  that  it  shall  be  by  deed 
under  seal  (as  in  many  English  companies),  that  it  shall  be  in 
writing,  that  it  shall  be  duly  entered  in  the  company  books,  etc.  As 
a  general  rule,  these  conditions  and  formalities  must  have  been  ful- 
filled before  the  transferrer  is  divested,  and  the  transferree  invested, 
with  the  rights  and  liabilities  of  a  shareholder  {g).  This  rule  must, 
however,  be  understood  in  a  reasonable  sense,  and  is  liable  to  some 
exceptions. 

In  the  first  place,  non-compliance  with  the  prescribed  formali- 
ties and  conditions  of  transfer  can  only  be  pleaded  by  the  party  for 


(a)  Ponton  v.  Dunn^  1  Rus.  aud 
Myl.  402. 

(6)  Presh.  of  Kirkcudbright  v.  B/air, 
1742,  Elch.  Legacy  10  ;  Pagan  v. 
Pagan,  1838, 16  S.  383.  See  Chalmers, 
1851,  14  D.  57. 

(c)  ElUs  V.  Walker,  Amb.  309; 
Backwell  v.  Child,  Amb.  260 ;  Phillips 
V.  Turner,  17  Beav.  194. 


((/)  Oakes  v.  Oakes,  9  Ha.  666 ; 
Phillips  V.  Turner,  17  Beav.  194. 

(e)  2  BeU^B  Com.  620. 

(/)  Taft  V.  Harrison,  10  Ha.  489  ; 
R.  V.  Liverpool  and  Manchester  R.  Co,^ 
21 L.  J.  Q.  B.  284;  PooU  v.  Middkton, 
29  Beav.  646. 

(g)  Boss  V.  East  Lothian  Ra.  Co., 
1848,  10  D.  1284 ;  East  Lothian  Ra. 
Co.  V.  Peffers,  1849,  11  D.  1184. 
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whose  safety  or  advantage  they  were  prescribed.  Hence,  in  a 
question  between  the  transferrer  and  the  transferree,  it  is  no  objec- 
tion to  the  validity  of  the  transfer  that  no  offer  has  been  made  to 
the  company,  in  terms  of  a  condition  to  that  effect  in  the  company 
contract  (a).  And  it  was  held^u*  tertii  for  an  arrester  in  competi- 
tion with  a  prior  onerous  assignee  of  the  shares  of  a  railway  com- 
pany, to  found  on  forms  provided  in  favour  of  the  company  as  to 
completion  of  sales  of  their  stock  (b). 

Secondly,  a  party  may  be  estopped  from  pleading  want  of  com-  Estoppel  bj 
pliance  with  prescribed  formalities  or  conditions,  if  waiver  on  his 
part  can  be  clearly  made  out.     Thus,  when  the  company  contract 
provided  that  a  partner  could  not  assign  a  share  unless   certain 
stipulations  were  complied  with,  and  a  partner  did  assign  without 
observing  these  stipulations,  the  company  were  held  barred  from 
objecting  to  the  transaction  in  respect  of  homologation  (c).     So 
where  a  purchaser  of  shares  had  not  complied  with  the  provisions 
of  the  company's  contract,  but  had  nevertheless  paid  some  calls  on 
bis  shares,  and  was  registered  as  a  shareholder,  he  was  found  not 
entitled  to  resist  payment  of  further  calls  on  the  ground  that  he 
was  not  a  shareholder  (d).     So  also  when,  in  terms  of  an  Act  of 
Parliament,  company  shares  required  to  be  transferred  by  deed,  a 
party  who  did  not  take  a  transfer  in  this  form,  but  signed  a  paper 
describing  himself  as  a  shareholder,  and  procured  himself  regis- 
tered as  such,  was  found  liable  for  calls  as  a  shareholder  (e). 
Again,  where  by  the  constitution  of  a  company  certain  solemnities 
were  required  to  a  valid  transfer,  and  a  shareholder  had  executed  a 
transfer  of  certain  shares,  which  was  registered  in  the  company 
books,  it  was  held  that  the  company  could  not  repudiate  the  trans- 
ference, on  the  ground  that  the  registration  had  not  been  made 


(a)  Macandrew  v.  Robertson,  1828, 

6  S.  950. 

(6)  Tkonuan  v.  FvUerton,  1842,  5 
D.  379 ;  Robertson  v.  Thorn,  1848,  11 
D.  353 ;  Weatherly  v.  TumbuU,  1824, 
3  S.  61 ;  East  Lothian  Bank  v.  Turn- 
bull,  1824,  8  S.  62  ;  National  Ex.  Co. 
T.  Boston,  1851,  14  D.  96. 

(c)  Drumnumd  v.  Thomson's  Trs., 
1834,  12  S.  620  ;  Tumbull  v.  Allan, 
1«33,  11  S.  487,  aff.  1834,  7  W.  and 


S.  281 ;  Bunten  v.  Barclay,  1854,  16 
D.  1002. 

(d)  Bumess  v.  Fennel,  1849,  6  Beira 
App.  Ca.  541 ;  Affirmation  of  Forth 
Marine  In.  Co.  v.  Bumess,  1848,  10 
D.  689. 

(c)  Sheffield  Ra.  Co.  v.  Woodcock, 
7  M.  and  W.  574 ;  London  Grand 
June.  Ra.  v.  Graham,  1  Q.  B.  271 ; 
Cheltenham  Ra.  Co.  v.  Daniel,  2  Q. 
B.  281. 
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with  the  consent  of   the  board  of  directors  as  required  by  their  * 
rules,  in  respect  that  this  rule  had   not  been  for  years  before 
observed ;  and  that  they  were  bound  by  the  acts  of  their  own 
officers,  who  had  permitted  the  irregular  transfer  (a). 

But  where  non-compliance  with  the  regulations  of  transfer  is 
pleaded  by  the  party  for  whose  behoof  they  were  framed,  they  will 
be  very  strictly  enforced  (6). 

Creditors  of  the  company,  when  seeking  to  proceed  against 
alleged  shareholders  for  company  debts,  have  often  in  England 
been  successfully  resisted,  on  the  ground  that  the  regulations  neces- 
sary to  complete  the  transfer  in  favour  of  the  alleged  shareholder 
had  not  been  complied  with  (c).  These  cases  were,  however,  de- 
cided at  law  ;  it  is  doubtful  whether  a  court  of  equity  would  have 
enforced  the  regulations  with  the  same  rigour  {d). 

When  shares  are  assigned,  intimation  of  the  assignation  must  be 
made  either  to  all  the  partners,  or  to  the  manager  or  directors  em- 
powered to  receive  notices  for  the  company.  The  mere  fact  that 
the  manager  is  himself  the  assignee,  is  not  equivalent  to  due  intima- 
tion to  the  company  (e).  See  a  case  of  circumstances  in  which  a 
party  for  whom  shares  were  purchased  in  a  company  while  he  was 
abroad,  and  who  repudiated  the  transaction  on  his  return,  but  after- 
wards withdrew  his  repudiation,  was  held  still  entitled  to  do  so  (/). 

In  the  case  of  incorporated  companies,  the  form  of  transfer 
furnished  by  the  instrument  of  incorporation  is  generally  convenient 
and  free  from  all  unnecessary  prolixity.  It  should  always  be 
adopted  ;  for  although  other  modes  may  suffice,  transfers  differing 
from  the  prescribed  form  in  essentials,  and  characterized  by  com- 
plexity, need  pot  be  registered  by  the  company  (g), 

A  transferree  is  said  to  come  exactly  in  place  of  his  transferrer, 


(a)  Shortridge  v.  Bosanquet,  16 
Bear.  84 ;  Bar  gate  v.  Shortridge,  6 
House  of  Lords  Cases  297 ;  Turnhtdl  v. 
Allan  and  Son,  1833,  11  S.  487,  aff. 
1834,  7  W.  and  S.  281. 

(h)  Sir  J,  Gibson  Craig  v.  Aitken, 
1848,  10  D.  676.  See  also  M" Arthurs 
V.  M'Brair,  1844,  6  D.  1174. 

(c)  Moss  v.  Steam  Gondola  Com- 
pany, 17  C.  B.  180 ;  Ness  v.  Angas,  3 
Ex.  805 ;  Ness  v.  Armstrong,  4  Ex. 


21 ;  Bailey  v.  Universal  Prov.  Asso- 
ciation, 1  C.  B.  N.  S.  557. 

{d)  See  Bargate  v.  Shortridge^  as 
decided  by  Lord  St  Leonardg,  5  House 
of  Lords  Cases  297. 

(e)  HiU  V.  Lindsay,  1846,  8  D.  472. 

(/)  Brechin  Gas  Co.  v.  Whiison^ 
1854,  17  D.  H.  of  L.  6,  26  Jur.  417. 

(g)  Copeland  v.  North- East,  Ra. 
Co.,  6  E.  and  B.  277 ;  R.  v.  General 
Cemetery  Co.,  6  E.  and  B.  415. 
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so  that  he  is  bound  by  the  past  acts  of  his  author  as  well  as  by 
their  fature  consequences  (a). 

There  is  nothing  illegal  in  the  sale  of  shares,  or  even  of  scrip  (b) ;  illegal 
but  sales  of  either,  made  with  the  view  of  profiting  by  gambling  on 
the  rise  and  fall  of  the  market,  are  illegal,  as  gaming  and  wagering 
contracts,  under  8  and  9  Vict.  c.  109,  s.  18  (c)  ;  and  if  the  company 
itself  is  illegal,  so  also  will  be  the  sale  of  its  shares  or  scrip  (d). 

It  has  been  held  in  England,  that  a  contract  for  the  sale  of  Writing, 
scrip  or  shares  is  valid,  though  not  reduced  into  writing  (e),  A 
parole  agreement  having  been  followed  by  a  note  subscribed  and 
delirered  at  the  time,  agreeing  to  take  a  certain  number  of  shares 
or  any  proportion  of  them,  the  contract  was  held  completed  by 
tender  of  a  certain  number,  though  there  was  no  written  accept- 
ance (/).  A  written  contract  for  the  sale  of  shares  must  be 
stamped  (g). 

Brokers  are  generally  employed  in  the  purchase  and  sale  of  Sales  by 
shares  and  scrip.  They  are  regarded  by  the  usages  of  the  Stock 
Exchange  as  principals  in  their  dealings  with  each  other.  Their 
employers  are  presumed  to  know  this,  and  must  therefore,  in  the 
absence  of  an  agreement  to  the  contrary,  indemnify  them  for  any 
losses  incurred  on  their  account.  Such  rules  are,  however,  founded 
on  proof  of  usage  (A). 

A  broker  employed  by  a  shareholder  to  sell  stock  is  not  bound 
either  at  common  law  or  under  the  Company  Clauses  Act  to  see 
the  transfer  registered  in  the  books  of  the  company ;  and  is  there- 
fore not  liable  to  relieve  the  shareholder  of  payment  of  calls  made 


(a)  Ffooks  V.  South- We^t,  Ra.,  1 
Sm.  and  G.  142  ;  Mayhew^s  case,  5  De 
G.  M.  and  G.  837. 

(h)  Ex  parU  Barclay,  4  E.  Jur. 
N.  S.  1042 ;  ex  parte  Grisewood,  5  E. 
Jot.  1191. 

(c)  Grisewood  ▼.  Blane,  1851,  11  C. 
B.  539.  In  the  case  of  Foulds  v. 
Thonuon,  1857, 19  D.  801,  some  doubts 
appeared  to  be  entertained  whether 
this  applied  to  the  broker  who  carried 
throngh  the  tranaactionB ;  but  see  the 
later  cases,  ez  parte  Phillips,  1860,  2 
De  G.  F.  and  J.  634,  and  Barry  v. 
Croskey,  1861,  2  J.  and  H.  1. 


(rf)  Buck,  1  Camp.  547  ;  Josephs  v. 
Pehrer,  3  B.  and  C.  639. 

(e)  Tempest  v.  Kilner,  3  C.  B.  249  ; 
Watson  V.  Spratley,  10  Ex.  222  ;  Bligh 
V.  Brent,  2  Y.  and  C.  Ex.  268. 

(/)  WiUon  V.  Walker,  1856,  18  D. 
673. 

(g)  Knight  v.  Barber,  16  M.  and  W. 
66  ;  23  and  24  Vict.  c.  111. 

(h)  Bayliffe  v.  Butterworth,  1  Ex. 
425 ;  Sutton  v.  Tatham,  10  A.  and  E. 
27 ;  Bayley  v.  Wilkins,  7  C.  B.  886 ; 
Pollock  V.  Stables,  12  Q.  B.  765 ;  Broom 
y.  Hall,  7  C.  B.  N.  S.  503. 
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on  him  from  the  transfer  not  being  registered  and  his  name  remain- 
ing on  the  register  (a).  A  broker  purchased  certain  railway  shares 
for  his  constituent,  upon  which  there  was  an  unpaid  call;  the 
constituent  on  notification  acquiesced  in  the  transaction,  received 
delivery  of  the  transfer,  and  retained  it.  The  purchaser  having 
failed  to  pay  the  call,  the  broker  advanced  the  amount  and  sued  his 
principal  for  indemnity.    It  was  held  that  the  principal  was  liable  (b). 

A  contract  to  purchase  shares  does  not  apply  to  such  as  are  not 
of  the  stipulated  description  (c)  ;  but  it  has  been  held  that  an  order 
to  buy  shares  was  fulfilled  by  a  purchase  of  scrip,  when  it  was 
proved  that  no  shares  existed  in  the  particular  company  (d).  And 
if  the  broker  fulfils  specific  instructions  to  the  letter,  he  is  not  liable 
if  the  shares  or  scrip  turn  out  worthless,  as  being  unwarrantably 
issued  (e).  While  matters  remain  entire,  the  authority  to  purchase 
shares  may  be  revoked  (/)  ;  but  not  after  the  broker  has  by  con- 
tract to  purchase  incurred  personal  responsibility  (g\  A  broker 
undertaking  to  purchase  shares  in  an  illegal  company,  has  no 
recourse  against  his  employer  (A).  To  sell  shares  in  a  company 
known  not  to  exist  is  fraud  (i)  ;  but  this  does  not  apply  to  an  in- 
solvent company  (k).  As  to  brokers  incurring  liability  for  not 
adhering  to  their  instructions,  see  cases  noted  below  (/). 

When  a  purchaser  sues  a  seller  for  not  transferring  shares, 
he  must  aver  that  he  was  ready  to  pay  and  had  tendered  a  proper 
transfer  for  execution  (m)  ;  and  a  seller  suing  a  purchaser  for  not 
accepting  shares,  must  aver  readiness  on  his  part  to  transfer  (n). 
Sufficient  time  for  the  transfer  is  implied  in  the  contract ;  what  it 
may  be,  is  proved  by  the  usage  of  the  Stock  Exchange  (o).    The 


(a)  Marr  v.  Buchanan,  1852, 14  D. 

467. 

(6)  Howden  v.  Kennedy,  1855,  18 
D.  246.  See  Mortimer  v.  Millar,  11 
D.  1218. 

(c)  We8tropp  V.  Solomon,  8  C.  B.  345. 

Id)  Mitchell  v.  Newhall,  15  M.  and 
W.  308;  Wilkie  v.  Michie,  1849,  11 
D.  1131. 

(e)  Lamert  v.  Heath,  15  M.  and  "W. 
486. 

(/)  Fletcher  ▼.  Marshall,  15  M.  and 
W.  755. 

(g)  M'Ewen  r.  Woods,  11  Q.  B.  18. 


(A)  Buck,  1  Camp.  547 ;  ex  parte 
Neilson,  3  De  G.  M.  and  6.  556. 

(0  MacCallum  v.  Turton,  2  Y.  and 
J.  188 ;  Kempson  v.  Saunders,  4  Bing.  5. 

(Jfc)  Stray  v.  Russel,  5  E.  Jnr.  N.  8. 
1295,  and  1  E.  and  E.  188. 

(0  Hope  V.  Lyon^  1863,  2  Stuart 
360 ;  CuUen  v.  Kerr,  1857,  19  D-  969. 

(m)  Franklyn  v.  Larnond,  4C.  B.637, 
compared  with  Rait  v.  Primrose,  1859, 
21  D.  965. 

(fi)  Hannuic  v.  Goldner,  11  M.  and 
W.  849. 

(o)  Stewart  v.  Cauty,  8  M.  and  W.  160. 
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seller  is  bound  to  do  whatever  is  required  to  enable  him  to  transfer ; 
his  failuie  to  do  so  may  snbject  him  in  damages  or  avoid  the  con- 
tract (a).  It  is  doubtful  whether  this  applies  to  a  broker  who  bona 
fUe  makes  a  purchase  in  terms  of  his  instructions  (5).  The  pur- 
chaser, on  the  other  hand,  is  bound  to  take  the  seller^s  place,  and 
to  indemnify  him  for  calls  made  subsequent  to  the  transfer  ((;). 
An  auctioneer  selling  shares  without  giving  the  real  owner's  name, 
is  liable  personally  for  due  implement  of  the  sale  (cQ. 

In  actions  of  damages  for  not  transf erring;,  or  for  not  accepting  Damagw  for 

^  .  *        o   non-implement 

transfers  of  shares,  the  damages  are  in  England  usually  ascertained  of  contract 
bj  the  difference  between  the  contract  and  market  prices  as  at  the 
date  of  the  breach  of  contract  {i) ;  and  when  damages  are  claimed 
for  non-delivery  of  shares  for  a  certain  time,  or  generally  for  non- 
delivery by  the  company  of  shares  at  the  proper  time,  the  English 
role  seems  to  be  that  the  market  price  of  the  shares  at  the  date  of 
the  trial  is  the  measure  of  the  damages  (/).  No  fixed  rules  can, 
however,  be  laid  down  on  this  subject;  the  question  is  properly 
one  for  a  jury  {g).  It  would  appear  that,  in  the  absence  of  a 
specific  agreement  to  the  contrary,  the  purchaser  is  entitled  to  be 
satisfied  that  the  seller  can  give  a  valid  title  to  the  shares,  not  only 
as  regards  himself,  but  as  regards  the  company  (A). 

In  England  the  equity  courts  have  decreed  specific  performance  Specific  per- 
of  a  contract  for  the  sale  and  purchase  of  shares,  with  accounting 
agamst  the  seller,  and  indemnity  against  the  purchaser  {%) ;  they 
have,  however,  declined  to  interfere  in  a  similar  way  between  sellers 
and  purchasers  of  scrip  (it). 

(a)  Uff^d  V.  Crisp,  6  Taunt.  249 ;  1407 ;  Baird  v.  RdUy,  1866,  18  D. 

milcinsan  v.  Lloyd,  7  Q.  B.  27.  734 ;  Dickson  v.  Henderson,  1849,  12 

{b)  Stray  v.  Kussel,  6  E.  Jur.  N.  S.  D.  306.     See  Robinson  v.  M'Cullochs, 

1295,  and  1  E.  and  E.  188.  1808,  16  F.  C.  74. 

(c)  Wynne  v.  Price,  3  De  G.  and  (g)  Owen  v.  Routh,  14  C.  B.  327 ; 

S.  310 ;  Walker  v.  BartUtt,  18  C.  B.  Cockerell  v.  Van  Diemen's  Land  Co,, 

845 ;  Shaw  v.  Fisher,  5  De  G.  Mac.  18  C.  B.  454. 

and  6.  596.  (A)  Stevens  v.  Guppy,  3  Ruas.  171 ; 

(</)  Franklyn  v.  Lamond,  4  0.  B.  Shaw  v.  Fisher,  2  De  G.  and  S.  11 ; 

637.  Morris  v.  Kearsley,  2  Y.  and  C.  Ex.  139. 

(e)  Stewart  v.  Cauty,  8  M.  and  W.  (t)  Duncuft  v.  Albrecht,  12   Sim. 

160 ;  Shaw  v.  Holland,  16  M.  and  W.  189  ;  WiUon  v.  Keating,  6  E.  Jur.  N. 

136 ;  Tentpest  v.  Kilner,  3  C.  B.  263  ;  S.  816,  27  Beav.  121,  4  De  G.  and  J. 

Howie  V.  Anderson,  1848,  10  D.  366.  588 ;  Beckitt  v.  Bilhrough,  8  Ha.  188. 

(/)  Watt  V.   Mitchell,  1839,  1  D.  (k)  Columbine  v.  Chichester,  2  Ph. 

1157  ;  Dunlop  v.  Higgins,  1848,  9  D.  27  ;  Jackson  v.  Cocker,  4  Beav.  69. 
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In  the  share  market  it  is  common  to  transfer  shares  by  instru- 
ments blank  in  the  transferree's  name.  They  may  thus  be  passed 
from  hand  to  hand  through  any  number  of  purchasers,  until  at 
length  one  inserts  his  name.  In  England  it  has  been  held,  that 
where  the  constitution  of  the  company  requires  the  transfer  to  be 
by  deed,  conveyances  of  this  kind  are  at  law  mere  nullities  (a)  ;  but 
in  equity  it  has  been  held,  that  though  there  was  no  sale,  there  was 
a  contract  to  purchase,  and  specific  performance  has  been  decreed 
against  the  purchaser  (b).  This  view  has  been  given  eflFect  to  even 
in  a  question  with  the  seller's  assignee  in  bankruptcy,  who  claimed 
the  shares  as  still  untransf erred  (c).  It  does  not  appear  that  any 
question  of  this  kind  has  yet  arisen  in  the  law  of  Scotland.  The 
provisions  of  the  Act  1696,  c.  25,  would  not  nullify  the  deed,  as 
they  apply  only  to  bonds.  When  shares  have  been  transferred  by 
deed  blank  in  the  description  of  the  shares,  the  English  equity  courts 
have  refused  to  interfere  to  rectify  mistakes  or  even  frauds  thereby 
occasioned  (d)» 

If  a  party  is  induced  to  purchase  shares  on  false  representations, 
this  will  avoid  the  transaction,  if  the  company  was  a  party  thereto ; 
and  will  in  any  view  ground  damages  against  the  seller  by  whose 
misrepresentations  the  fraud  was  brought  about.  But  to  make  an 
action  either  of  reduction  or  damages  good  against  a  company,  it 
must  be  averred  and  proved  that  the  misrepresentation  was  truly 
their  act  (e). 

As  regards  companies  formed  under  the  Act  1862,  it  is  provided 
that  transfers  are  to  be  made  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  of 
the  particular  company  (sec.  22).  Transfers  of  shares  or  other 
interests  of  deceased  members  may  be  made  by  their  representa- 
tives, though  they  themselves  are  not  members  (sec.  24).  A  certi- 
ficate under  the  company's  seal  is  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  title 
of  a  member  to  the  shares  or  stock  there  specified  (sec.  31). 

Beyond  this,  the  Act  contains  no  general  provisions  as  to  the 


(a)  Humble  v.  Langston,  7  M.  and 
W.  517 ;  Sayles  v.  Blane,  14  Q.  B.  205. 

(6)  Wynne  v.  Price,  3  De  G.  and  S. 
310 ;  Cheale  v.  Kenward,  3  De  G.  and 
J.  27. 

(c)  Morris  V.  Cannauy  8  E.  Jur.  N. 
S.  653. 


(d)  Tayler  v.  Gt.  Indian  Ra.  Co., 
4  De  G.  and  J.  559 ;  Swan  ▼.  North 
Brit.  Amt,  Co,,  7  H.  and  N.  603 ;  tx 
parte  Swan,  7  C.  B.  N.  S.  400. 

(e)  See,  as  to  this,  '  Ck>nstitation  of 
Company  Obligations.* 
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transfer  of  shares  ;  but  if  the  regulations  in  Table  A^  Schedule  1, 
be  adopted,  the  following  rules  will  regulate  the  mode  of  transfer. 

The  instrument  of  transfer  must  be  executed  both  by  transferrer 
and  transferred,  and  the  transferrer  remains  holder  of  the  shares 
until  the  transferree*sname  is  entered  in  the  register  (N.  8).  The 
transfer  should  be  in  the  form  given  in  the  table  (a)  (N.  9).  The 
company  may  decline  to  register  a  transfer  by  a  member  who  is 
indebted  to  them  (N.  10).  The  transfer  books  are  closed  during 
the  fourteen  days  immediately  preceding  the  ordinary  general 
meeting  in  each  year  (N.  11).  The  executors  or  administrators 
of  a  deceased  member  are  the  only  persons  to  be  recognised  by  the 
company  as  having  a  title  to  his  shares  (N.  12).  Persons  becoming 
entitled  to  shares  by  reason  of  the  death,  bankruptcy,  insolvency, 
or  marriage  of  a  member,  may  be  registered  on  production  of  such 
evidence  as  the  company  may  from  time  to  time  appoint  (N.  13). 
Such  persons  may,  instead  of  being  registered  themselves,  name 
some  other  persons  to  be  registered  in  their  place  as  transferrees 
(N.  14),  by  executing  an  instrument  of  transfer  (N.  15).  This 
instmment  must  be  presented  to  the  coiUpany,  with  such  evidence 
to  prove  the  title  of  the  transferrer  as  the  directors  may  require, 
and  it  will  thereupon  be  registered  (N.  16). 

When  companies  are  incorporated  by  royal  charter,  the  con-  Transfer  of  * 
didons  and  modes  of  transfer  are  frequently  specified  in  that  instru-  chartered 
ment    When  this  is  not  so,  these  matters  will  fall  to  be  regulated  *^™P*°*®*' 
by  the  bye-laws  of  the  company. 

In  letters  patent  companies,  the  Act  of  1  Vict.  c.  73  appears  to  in  letters 
contemplate  transfers  of  shares,  other  than  by  death  or  marriage,  panies. 
to  be  by  deed  or  writing  only.  When  the  transfer  has  been 
executed,  a  notice  in  writing,  specifying  its  date,  the  distinguishing 
number  of  the  shares  transferred,  and  the  names  and  places  of 
abode  of  the  transferrer  and  transferree,  must  be  given  to  the  com- 
pany, by  leaving  the  transfer,  executed  by  both  parties,  or  some 
note  or  memorandum  thereof,  signed  by  them,  at  the  principal 
office  of  the  company  (sec.  9).  Within  three  months  after  receiv- 
ing this  notice,  the  company  must  make  a  return,  in  the  form  of 
Schedule  D,  to  the  General  Registry  Office,  Edinburgh,  containing 

(a)  It  rather  appears  that  the  adoption  of  this  form  ia  intended  to  be  com- 
pulsory. 
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the  above-mentioned  particulars  specified  in  the  notice  (sec.  10), 
and  this  notice  is  then  registered  by  the  Lord  Clerk  Register 
or  his  deputy  (sec.  17).  When  shares  are  transferred  by  opera- 
tion of  law,  as  by  death,  marriage,  etc.,  the  company  must,  within 
three  months  after  receiving  notice  of  such  transfer,  make  a 
corresponding  return  to  the  foresaid  office,  in  the  form  of  Sche- 
dule C. 
TraoBfer  of  In  the  case  of  companies  formed  under  the  Act  1845,  the  fol- 

Act  of  1845.      lowing  are  the  statutory  provisions  : — ^The  transfer  of  shares  or  of 
interest  in  consolidated  stock  is  by  deed  duly  stamped,  containing 
the  consideration  truly  stated*    The  form  given  in  the  Act  may 
be  adopted  (sec.  14).     The  transfers  may  be  executed  according 
to  the  forms  of  English  or  Scottish  law,  or  partly  according  to 
the  one  and  partly  according  to  the  other  (sec.  15).     When  the 
deed  of  transfer  is  executed,  it  is  delivered  to  and  kept  by  the 
secretary,  who  enters  a  memorial  of  it  in  the  *  register  of  trans- 
fers,' and  indorses  that  entry  on  the  deed  of  transfer.     The  de- 
livery of  the  deed  completes  the  transfer;  and  until  this  takes 
place,  the  vendor  is  still  liable  for  calls,  and  the  company  may  still 
pay  him  profits ;  nor  is  the  vendee  entitled  to  vote  (sec.  16).    A 
new  certificate,  or,  in  the  option  of  the  vendee,  the  old  one,  with 
the  fact  of  transfer  indorsed  and  signed  by  the  secretary,  is  delivered 
to  the  vendee  (sec.  16).     No  transfer  can  be  made  until  all  calls 
are  paid  (sec.  17).     The  directors  may  close  the  register  of  transfers 
during  the  prescribed  period ;  and  if  none,  then  for  a  period  not 
exceeding  fourteen  days  before  each  ordinary  meeting.     Seven 
days'  notice  must  be  given  in  the  prescribed  newspaper;  and  if 
none  be  prescribed,  then  in  one  circulating  near  the  company's  chief 
place  of  business  (sec.  18).    Transfers  made  after  closing  of  the 
register  are  considered  as  between  transf errees  and  the  company  to 
have  been  made  after  the  ordinary  meeting  (sec.  18).     When  the 
interest  in  shares  has  been  transmitted  by  operation  of  law,  or  by 
other  lawful  means  than  the  statutory  transfer,  the  transmission 
must  be  authenticated  by  a  declaration  in  writing,  as  provided  in 
the  Act.     This  declaration  must  state  the  manner  in  which,  and  the 
party  to  whom,  the  share  has  been  transmitted,  and  must  be  made 
and  signed  by  some  credible  person  before  a  sheriff  or  justice.   The 
directors  may,  however,  require  the  authentication  to  be  made  in 


Chap.  V.]  RETIREMENT  AND  RENUNCIATION.  151 

some  other  maimer.  The  declaration  is  left  with  the  secretary,  who 
enters  the  name  of  the  person  entitled  under  the  transmission  in  the 
'  register  of  shareholders ;'  and  for  this  entry,  a  small  fee,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  prescribed  amount  if  any,  and  otherwise  not  exceeding 
5s.,  may  be  demanded.  It  is  the  authentication  which  completes 
the  transfer ;  for  until  this  takes  place,  the  person  in  right  of  the 
transmission  is  not  entitled  to  share  in  profits  or  to  vote  (sec.  19). 
When  the  transmission  is  by  the  marriage  of  a  female  shareholder, 
the  declaration  must  contain  a  copy  of  the  register  of  the  marriage, 
or  other  particulars  of  its  celebration,  and  state  the  identity  of  the 
wife  with  the  holder  of  the  share.  If  the  transmission  is  by  testar 
mentaiy  instrument  or  by  intestacy,  the  probate  of  the  will,  the 
letters  of  administration,  a  testament  testamentary  or  testament 
datire,  as  the  case  may  be,  or  ofiicial  extracts  thereof,  must,  together 
with  the  declaration,  be  produced  to  the  secretary,  who  thereupon 
makes  an  entry  of  the  declaration  in  the  ^register  of  transfers* 
(sec.  20). 

The  company  is  not  bound  to  see  to  the  execution  of  any  trusts.  Trusts, 
whether  express  or  constructive,  to  which  shares  may  be  subject ; 
but  the  receipt  of  the  party  in  whose  name  the  share  stands  in  the 
books  of  the  company,  or  when  it  stands  in  the  names  of  more  than 
one,  the  receipt  of  the  party  first  named  in  the  register  of  share- 
holders and  then  surviving,  is  a  sufficient  discharge,  notwithstand- 
ing the  existence  of  any  trusts,  and  whether  notice  of  them  has  or 
has  not  been  given.  The  company  is  not  bound  to  see  to  the 
application  of  money  paid  upon  such  receipts  (sec.  21). 

III.   RETIREMENT  AND  SURRENDER  OF  SHARES. 

Where  a  partnership  is  at  will,  and  not  for  a  fixed  term,  any  of  Partnership  at 

^  .  .  wiUandfor 

the  partners  may  retire  without  the  consent  of  the  others ;  for  he  a  term, 
may  operate  a  dissolution  at  any  time  he  sees  fit  (a).  But  if  it  be 
for  a  definite  term,  he  cannot  retire  without  the  consent  of  his  co- 
partners until  the  period  of  its  agreed  upon  duration  has  elapsed, 
or  a  dissolution  has  been  brought  about  in  some  other  way.  To 
obviate  questions  that  might  arise  on  the  retirement  of  a  partner, 
and  which  might  involve  the  necessity  of  a  dissolution,  it  is  a  usual 

(a)  Marshall  v.  Marshall,  1815,  18  F.  C.  173. 
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and  most  convenient  practice  to  make   special  provisions  m  the 
contract  for  this  purpose  (a). 

In  all  cases  a  partner  may  retire  from  the  company,  and  a 
shareholder  may  surrender  his  shares,  if  he  obtains  the  consent  of 
his  copartners ;  and  this  consent  may  be  express,  as  at  a  general 
meeting,  or  it  may  be  implied  from  facts  and  circumstances,  or 
from  the  company's  known  practice  in  similar  cases  (b).  But  it 
would  seem  that  consenting  to  a  member  retiring  or  relinquishing 
his  shares  is  a  matter  beyond  the  sphere  of  ordinary  management, 
and  one  in  which  the  directors  have  no  power  to  bind  the  com- 
pany, nor  a  majority  the  minority  of  its  members.  The  consent, 
whether  express  or  implied,  must  be  that  of  all  the  members  (c). 
Directors,  without  special  authority,  cannot  buy  out  shareholders 
by  applying  the  company  funds  for  that  purpose  (d).  If  they  do 
so,  they  are  not  only  liable  in  repetition  of  the  monies  so  mis- 
applied, but  are  held  to  undertake  all  liabilities  which  the  outgoing 
members  may  have  incurred  to  the  company  (e).  Of  course 
directors,  like  other  shareholders,  may  with  their  own  money  buy 
as  many  shares  as  they  choose  (/).  And  if  a  shareholder  sells  to 
a  director,  in  ignorance  of  the  fact  that  the  latter  is  purchasing, 
not  with  his  own  but  with  the  company's  funds,  the  transaction 
will  be  good  quoad  the  shareholder  (g),  A  shareholder  may  at  all 
times  retire,  when  the  objects  of  the  company  have  been  changed 
without  his  consent,  express  or  implied  (A). 

Neither  the  Company  Clauses  Consolidation  (Scotland)  Act, 
nor  the  Act  of  1862,  make  any  provisions  for  the  retirement  of 
a  member  by  surrender  of  his  shares  to  the  company. 


(a)  Wright  v.  Gardner's  Trs.,  1831, 
9.  S.  721. 

(6)  Bodmin  United  AfineSy  23  Beav. 
370 ;  Bunten  v.  Barclay,  1854,  16  D. 
1002 ;  and  see  Wilson  v.  Bruce,  16  D. 

171. 

(c)  MunVs  caae,  22  Beav.  55 ; 
Richmond's  case,  4  E.  and  J.  305 ; 
Stanhope's  case,  3  De  G.  and  S.  198 ; 
HoWscase,  1  Sim.  N.  S.  389;  Morgan's 
case,  1  De  G.  and  S.  750. 

(d)  Walker's  case,  2  E.  Jur.  N.  S. 


1216  ;  Hodgkinson,  5  E.  Jur.  N.  S. 
478 ;  Burt,  ibid.  612. 

(e)  Evans  v.  Coventry,  3  E.  Jur. 
N.  S.  557. 

(/)  Haddon  v.  Ayres,  5  E.  Jur. 
N.  S.  408. 

(^)  Bagge's  case,  13  Beav.  162; 
ex  parte  Nicol,  5  E.  Jur.  N.  S. 
205. 

Qi)  Clarke  v.  Hart,  6  House  of 
Lords  Cases  633  ;  Feathersto^nhan^)^ 
V.  Fenwick,  17  Ves.  809. 
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IV.   EXPULSION  OF  MEMBERS,  AKD  FORFEITURE  OF  SHARES. 

However  much  a  partner  may  misconduct  himself,  or  however 
undesirable  it  may  be  to  continue  him  in  the  concern,  it  is  only  by 
dissolution  that  he  can  be  got  rid  of  if  he  insists  on  remaining  a 
partner.  To  meet  cases  of  this  kind,  clauses  of  expulsion  are 
sometimes  inserted  in  the  partnership  contract,  by  which  power  is 
conferred  on  the  partners,  or  a  certain  majority  of  them,  to  expel 
any  of  their  number  in  certain  specified  circumstances.  Clauses  Clauses  of 
of  a  similar  kind  are  often  introduced  into  the  articles  of  associa- 
tion, or  other  instrument  by  which  companies  are  formed,  em- 
powering the  company  or  its  directors  to  declare  the  shares  of  a 
member  forfeited  on  his  failure  to  comply  with  certain  regulations. 
Such  clauses  are  construed  strictissimi  jurisy  because  of  the  great 
facilities  they  afford  for  abuse  (a).  To  be  effectual,  the  power  of 
expulsion  must  be  exercised  with  the  utmost  bonajidesy  and  with 
a  minute  attention  to  all  the  regulations  and  formalities  pre- 
scribed (6).  This  power  may  be  abused  not  only  to  the  prejudice 
of  an  obnoxious  shareholder,  but  in  order  to  relieve  a  favoured 
member  from  liabilities.  In  either  case,  the  forfeiture  will  be 
declared  invalid  if  mala  fides  can  be  established  (c). 

If  the  forfeiture  is  valid,  the  shareholder  ceases  to  be  a  mem-  Consequences 
ber  of  the  company  to  all  intents  and  purposes  from  its  date.  ^  ^^^ 
He  can  no  longer  take  any  share  in  the  management,  or  draw 
dividends ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  though  he  may  be  sued  for 
calls  made  prior  to  his  forfeiture,  he  is  liable  for  none  made 
subsequent  to  that  event,  nor  can  he  be  made  a  contributory  on 
winding  up  (cZ). 

The  invaUdity  of  an  alleged  forfeiture  may  be  established  at  the  invalidity  of 

forfeiture. 

(a)  Munro  v.  Cowan  and  Co.y  1813,  •  (c)    Richmond's  case  and  Painter's 

1 7  F.  0.  364.  case,  4  K.  and  J.  305. 

(6)  BlissetY,  Daniel,  10 Ha.  493 ;  Smith  (d)  Beresford^s  case,  3  De  G.  and  S. 

V.  Mules,  9  Ha.  656;  Clarke  v.  Hart,  6  175  ;  Baily's  case,  15  E.  Jur.  29.     See 

House  of  Lords  Gases  633 ;   Watson  v.  Great  Nor,  Ra,  Co,  v.  Clark,  1856, 

EaUs,  23  Beav.  294;  Riclmond's  case,  18  D.   660;  Great  Nor.   Ra.   Co.  t. 

4  K.  and  J.  305 ;  Harris,  20  Beav.  Inglis,  1853,  15  D.  532 ;  Lindsay  v. 

.*J84.  Great   Nor,   Ra.    Co..    1851,    18    D. 

457. 
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instance  of  the  shareholder  (a),  at  that  of  the  company  (6),  and  at 
that  of  creditors,  whether  they  be  those  of  the  company  or  of  the 
shareholder  (c)  ;  for  cases  may  easily  be  conceived  in  which  all 
these  may  have  an  interest.  An  action  of  damages  lies  against  the 
company  for  an  illegal  or  unwarrantable  forfeiture,  and  it  is  no 
answer  to  this  that  the  forfeiture  is  invalid  (d).  A  company  may 
be  interdicted  from  carrying  into  effect  a  declaration  of  forfeiture 
made  cfe  recenti  (e).  Clauses  of  forfeiture  providing  that  shares 
may  be  forfeited  for  non-payment  of  calls,  are  intended  for  the 
benefit  of  the  company,  and  do  not  enable  shareholders  to  escape 
from  the  company  by  refusing  to  pay  calls  (/). 
Forfeiture  of  No  Statutory  provisions  are  made  in  the  Companies  Act  of  1862 

the  Act  1862.     f or  the  forfeiture  of  shares ;  but  if  the  regulations  of  Table  A, 
Schedule  1,  be  adopted  as  the  articles  of  association,  the  company 
will  be  possessed  of  a  body  of  regulations  admirably  calculated  to 
ensure  a  fair  and  equitable  procedure  in  this  matter.     The  object 
of  the  powers  of  forfeiture  contemplated  in  these  regulations  is  to 
ensure  payment  of  calls.     If  a  call  be  not  paid  on  the  appomted 
day,  a  forfeiture  of  the  defaulting  member's  shares  may  be  declared. 
The  procedure  is  as  follows: — A  notice  must  be  served  on  the 
defaulter,  as  provided  by  the  Act.     This  notice  must  contain  a 
requisition  to  pay  the  call  with  interest  and  expenses  on  or  before 
a  certain  day,  at  the  registered  office,  or  some  other  place  where 
the  calls  are  usually  made  payable,  under  penalty  of   forfeiture. 
If  obedience  is  not  given  to  this  requisition,  the  shares  may  be 
forfeited  by  a  resolution  of  the  directors  to  that  efifect,  passed  sub- 
sequently to  the  day  mentioned  in  the  notice.     The  shares  so  for- 
feited become  the  property  of  the  company,  and  may  be  disposed  of 
as  a  general  meeting  shall  direct.    A  declaration  in  writing,  narrat- 
ing the  steps  of  procedure  up  till  the  declaration  of  forfeiture,  and 
the  declaration  itself,  is  sufficient  evidence  against  the  defaulter; 

(a)  Blisset  v.  Daniel,  10  Ha.  493;  (d)  CatchpoltY*  AmhergaURa,  Co., 

Clarke  v.  Hart,  6  House  of  Lords  Cases  1  E.  and  B.  111. 

683  ;  Munro  v.  Cowan  and  Co.,  1813,  («)  Watson  v.  EaleM,  23  Beav.  294 ; 

17  F.  C.  354.  compare  with  Ptendergast  v.  TVtoa, 

(6)  Richmond's  case  and  Painter's  1  Y.  and  0.  C.  C.  98. 

case,  4  E.  and  J.  305.                   ^  (/)  Richmond's  case  and  Painter's 

(c)  Barton's  case,  4  De  6.  and  J.  case,  4  K.  and  J.   305 ;    Moore  ▼. 

46.  Rawlins,  6  C.  B.  N.  S.  289. 
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and  this  document,  and  the  receipt  of  the  company  for  the  price  of 
the  forfeited  shares,  constitute  a  good  title  to  a  purchaser,  who,  on 
receiving  a  certificate  of  proprietorship,  is  deemed  the  holder  of 
them,  free  from  all  calls  due  prior  to  the  purchase.  He  is  not 
bound  to  see  to  the  application  of  the  purchase  money,  and  his 
title  is  not  affected  by  any  irregularity  in  the  proceedings.  It  will 
be  observed  that  the  whole  procedure  is  very  similar  to  that  pro- 
vided under  the  Company  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  to  be  after- 
wards noticed. 

No  statutory  provision  exists  as  to  forfeiture  of  shares  in  relation  Forfeiture  in 

•  .i.i.i  •  M  •   A^»  ••ij'L       chartered  and 

either  to  chartered  companies  or   to   associations    privileged   by  letters  patent 
letters  patent.    The  exercise  of   such  a  power,  therefore,  seems  ^™P"**®** 
lUtra  vires  of  such  companies  where  it  is  not  specially  conferred  in 
the  charter,  or  where  in  letters  patent  companies  it  does  not  form 
part  of  the  contract  of  association. 

By  the  Companies  Clauses  Consolidation  (Scotland)  Act,  1845,  Forfeiture 
it  is  provided  that  shareholders  failing  to  make  payment  of  calls  of  1845. 
with  interest  for  two  months  from  the  date  when  they  became 
payable,   may   have   them    declared   forfeited   by  the   directors, 
whether  the  company  have  sued  for  the  amount  or  not  (sec.  30). 
Notice  of  intention  to  forfeit  must,   however,  be   given  by  the  - 

directors  twenty-one  days  before  declaring  the  forfeiture.  This 
notice  may  be  left  at  or  transmitted  by  post  to  the  shareholder's 
usual  or  last  place  of  abode ;  and  if  his  residence  is  not  known, 
or  if  he  be  abroad,  notice  must  be  given  in  the  Edinburgh  Gazette 
(sec.  31),  and  in  a  newspaper  circulating  in  the  district  where  the 
company's  principal  place  of  business  is  situated  (sec.  40).  The 
forfeiture  does  not  take  effect  till  it  has  been  confirmed  at  a  general 
meeting  held  after  expiration  of  the  two  months  (sec*  32).  The 
shares  may  be  directed  to  be  sold  at  that  or  any  subsequent  general 
meeting  (sec.  32).  The  shares  are  sold  either  by  public  auction  or 
private  contract.  Any  shareholder  may  purchase  (sec.  33).  A 
declaration  in,  writing,  by  some  credible  neutral  person,  before  the 
sheriff,  of  the  call,  the  notice,  and  the  forfeiture  in  default  of 
payment  thereof,  having  been  made  and  confirmed,  is  sufficient 
evidence  of  the  facts  set  forth,  and,  together  with  the  treasurer's 
receipt  for  the  price  of  the  shares,  constitute  a  good  title  to  the 
purchaser.     He  is  then  entitled  to  a  certificate  of  proprietorship, 
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becomes  the  holder,  and  is  discharged  from  all  calls  due  prior  to 
the  purchase ;  he  is  not  bound  to  see  to  the  application  of  the  pur- 
chase money,  nor  is  his  title  affected  by  any  irregularity  in  the 
proceedings  (sec.  34)  (a). 

No  more  shares  can  be  sold  than  are  sufficient  to  pay  the  calls, 
interest  and  expenses  of  the  procedure ;  any  surplus  that  may  exist 
must  be  paid  to  the  defaulter  (sec.  35).  If  payment  is  made  before 
sale,  though  after  forfeiture,  the  shares  revert  to  the  quondam 
defaulter  (sec.  36)  (b). 

The  Companies  Clauses  Act,  1863  (c),  confers  a  power  of  can- 
celling shares  on  companies  incorporated  either  before  or  after  that 
date,  provided  they  obtain  a  special  act  incorporating  Part  1  of  that 
statute.  In  virtue  of  its  provisions,  shares  forfeited  under  the  Act 
1845  may,  if  the  directors  are  unable  to  sell  these  for  a  sum  equal 
to  the  arrears  of  calls,  interest,  and  expenses,  be  cancelled  by 
resolution  of  a  general  meeting  (sees.  3  and  4).  A  written  declara- 
tion by  any  sheriff  or  justice  that  such  sale  could  not  be  effected  on 
the  Stock  Exchange  of  Edinburgh,  if  none  in  especial  is  prescribed, 
is  sufficient  evidence  to  warrant  cancellation  (sec.  5).  This  can- 
cellation divests  the  shareholder  of  all  right  and  interest  in  the 
%  cancelled  shares,  but  does  not  affect  his  liability  for  unpaid  calls, 

interest,  and  expenses,  as  at  the  date  of  cancellation  (sec.  6).  Yet 
from  this  amount  the  value  of  the  cancelled  shares  as  this  stands 
at  the  time  must  be  deducted ;  and  if  payment  is  made  before  can- 
cellation, the  shares  revert  to  their  former  owners  (sec.  7).  The 
company  may  also,  when  shares  have  been  forfeited,  or  when  sums 
payable  on  shares  remain  unpaid,  cancel  them  with  consent  of  the 
holders ;  but  in  that  case  all  liabilities  attaching  to  them  are  at 
once  extinguished  (sec.  8).  The  company  also  accept  surrenders 
of  shares  which  have  not  been  fully  paid  up  (sec.  9) ;  but  no  money 
is  to  be  received  either  for  cancellation  or  surrender  (sec.  10). 
New  shares  may  be  issued  in  lieu  of  those  cancelled  or  surrendered, 
provided  their  aggregate  nominal  amount  does  not  exceed  that  of 
the  latter  (sec.  11). 

(a)  See  Lindsay  v.  G.  N,  Ra.  Co.  (6)  Great  Nor.  Ra.  Co.  v.  Clark^ 

1861,  13  D.  457,  1  Macq.  112  ;  G.  N.  18  D.  660. 

Ra.  Co.  V.  Inglis,  1851,  13  D.  497  ;  (c)  26  and  27  Vict.  c.  118. 
1858,  15  D.  582. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


CALLS. 


The  subscribers  to  joint>stock  companies  are  not  in  general  re- 
quired to  pay  up  the  full  amount  of  their  contributions  at  once,  but 
only  by  instalments  as  called  for  by  the  company  from  time  to  time. 
The  word  *  call '  is  used  in  three  senses.  It  denotes — 1.  The  fact  Meaning  of 
that  a  demand  has  been  made ;  2.  The  aggregate  amount  demanded ; 
3.  The  proportion  of  this  amount  payable  by  each  shareholder  in 
respect  of  his  shares  or  his  guarantee. 

If  the  company  is  unlimited,  calls  may  be  made  upon  the  mem- 
bers not  only  to  the  extent  of  the  nominal  capital,  but  for  as  much 
beyond  this  as  may  be  necessary  to  liquidate  the  company  debts. 
If  the  company  be  limited,  the  members  are  not  liable  to  pay  calls 
beyond  their  shares  or  guarantee,  unless  it  can  be  shown  that  they 
have  agreed  to  do  so  per  expressum  or  by  implication,  e.g.  by 
allowing  the  directors  to  contract  company  debts  which  can  only 
be  met  in  this  manner. 


I.   MODE  OF  MAKING  CALLS. 

By  whom  and  in  what  manner  calls  may  be  validly  made,  can  who  may 
only  be  ascertained  by  reference  to  the  provisions  of  the  act, 
charter,  or  articles  of  association,  by  which  the  company's  constitu- 
tion is  regulated.  It  may  be  observed,  however,  generally,  that  calls 
made  by  persons  not  empowered  to  do  so  are  mere  nullities  (a) ; 
and  that  when  calls  are  directed  to  be  made  by  a  certain  number 
of  persons  collectively,  a  call  made  by  a  less  number  will  not  in 

(a)  South-East.  Ra.  Co.,  12  A.  and      846 ;  Edinburgh  Ra.  Co.  v.  Ilebblewhite^ 
E.  497.     See  Miles  v.  Boughy  3  Q.  B.      6  M.  and  W.  707. 
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general  be  held  valid  (a).  All  the  prescribed  formalities  most  be 
complied  with ;  for  though  their  want  may  sometimes  be  supplied 
by  equivalents,  and  defenders  in  actions  for  calls  may  sometimes 
be  prevented  from  pleading  informalities  by  conduct  or  acquies- 
cence, sufli  contingencies  are  not  to  be  relied  on.  ^VTien  the 
power  to  make  calls  is  lodged  in  directors,  a  call  made  by  such  as 
possess  this  character  for  the  time  being  is  valid,  though  objections 
may  exist  to  the  validity  of  their  appointment  (b) ;  and  the  Court 
has  refused  to  sustain  the  objection,  that  the  whole  directors  by 
whom  the  call  was  made  had  not  been  elected  at  one  meeting  (c). 
No  rules  upon  this  subject  are  laid  down  in  the  body  of  the 

Act  1862.  Act  of  1862,  and  the  company  are  left  free  to  adopt  such  regola- 

Table  A,  tious  as  they  choose  in  their  articles  of  association.    The  following 

regulations  are,  however,  to  be  found  in  Table  A,  Schedule  1; 
and  as  they  are  admirably  suited  for  practice,  they  should  always, 
if  possible,  be  adopted  in  their  entirety.  The  directors  may  from 
time  to  time  make  such  calls  in  respect  of  unpaid  monies  or  shares 
as  they  see  fit.  Twenty-one  days'  notice  must  be  given  of  such 
call ;  and  the  places  where  and  the  persons  to  whom  calls  are  to 
be  paid  are  fixed  by  the  directors  (Rule  4).  The  call  is  deemed  to 
be  made  when  the  resolution  is  passed  (Rule  5).  Unpaid  calls 
bear  interest  at  5  per  cent.  (Rule  6).  The  directors  may  receive 
from  members  willing  to  do  so,  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the 
monies  due  on  their  shares  beyond  the  amount  of  the  call;  and 
the  company  shall  in  that  case  pay  them  interest,  at  such  rate  as 
may  be  agreed  upon,  on  the  excess  of  sums  so  paid  over  the 
amount  called  up  (Rule  7). 

Act  1856.  The  provisions  in  the  Companies  Act  of  1856  are  veiy  similar 

to  those  of  the  Companies  Clauses  Consolidation  Act.  They  are 
to  be  found  in  Table  B,  No.  2  and  No.  46. 

Letters  Patent         No  provisions  on  this  subject  are  to  be  found  in  the  Letters 

Acta.  x^  4 

Patent  Acts. 

The  provisions  of  the  Act  1845  are  as  follows : 
Act  1845.  Calls  are  directed  to  be  made  by  the  company  (sec.  23)  ;  bnt 

(a)  Kirk  v.  BeH,  16  Q.  B.  290 ;  companies  formed  under  tbe  Act  of 

Thames  Dock  Co.,  4t  Man.  and  Gra.  1845,  which  contains  a  danse  to  this 

552.  effect. 

(6)  Swansea  Dock  Co.,  20  L.  J.  Ex.  (c)  Hutcheson  v.  Halkett,  1847,  10 

447.      At  least  such  is  the  case  in  D.  150. 


^ 
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where  the  special  act  does  not  require  calls  to  be  made  by  general 
meetings  thej  are  in  practice  made  by  the  directors,  whose  act  is 
held  to  be  that  of  the  company  (a).     It  would  also  seem  that  they 
may  delegate  this  power  to  a  committee  (b).     Calls  may  be  made 
as  the  company  see  fit,  and  at  such  periods  as  they  deem^iecessary. 
Bat  in  doing  so,  care  must  be  taken  that  the  provisions  and  restric- 
tions of  the  general  and  special  acts  are  strictly  complied  with. 
The  special  act  commonly  fixes  the  amount  of  each  individual  call, 
the  aggregate  amount  of  calls  to  be  made  in  one  year,  and  the 
interval  between  successive  calls;  and  by  the  general  Act  it  is 
prorided  that  in  all  cases  twenty-one  days'  notice  at  least  must 
be  given  of  each  call  (sec.  23).     The  company  also  appoint  the 
persons  to  whom,  and  the  times  and  places  at  which,  payment  is  to 
be  made. 

.  It  has  ultimately  been  fixed  in  England,  after  some  conflicting  Caiis  payable 
judgments,  that  there  is  no  legal  objection  to  a  call  being  made  n^ntl 
payable  by  instalments  (c).    But  it  has  been  held,  in  Queen's 
Bench,  that  when  the  times  of  making  and  the  amount  of  calls 
have  been  prescribed  by  the  special  act,  it  is  irregular  to  make 
more  than  one  call  at  a  time  (d).    Unless  prohibited  by  the  special 
act,  calls  may  be  made  prospectively ;  that  is  to  say,  the  resolution 
to  make  calls  may  be  prospective  (e).    When  calls  are  made  pay- 
able by  instalments,  no  action  can  be  maintained  until  the  last 
instalment  is  due  (/);  and  no  forfeiture  is  incurred  until  there  has 
been  a  failure  to  pay  the  last  instalment  (g).    Calls  must  be  made 
equally  on  all  the  shareholders  (A). 

As  regards  making  of  calls,  two  separate  acts  are  observable :  Besoiution  and 
1.  The  resolution  that  a  call  shall  be  made;  and  2.  The  notice 


(a)  Ambergate  Ra.  Co.,  19  L.  J. 
Ex.  89,  4  Ex.  540 ;  Southampton  Ra, 
Co.,  2  Ra.  Ca.  216 ;  ex  parte  Tooke, 
per  Erie,  J.,  6  Ra.  Ca.  1. 

(b)  Great  Nor.  Ra.  Co.,  1850,  12 

D.  1194 ;  1852,  24  Jur.  434,  1  Macq. 
112. 

(c)  London  and  North- West.  Ra. 
Co.,  6  Ra.  Ca.  494 ;  and  Birkenhead 
Ra.  Co,,  6  Ra.  Ga.  498;  ovemdiiig 
previoos  case  of  Ambergate  Ra.  Co.,  14 

E.  Jar.  625,  and  5  Exch.  459. 


(d)  Stratford  and  Moreton  Ra.  Co., 
2  B.  and  Ad.  518 ;  Smith  v.  Goldsworthy, 
4  Q.  B.  430,  and  12  Law  Jour.  Q.  B. 
192. 

(e)  Sheffield,  Ashton,  and  Manchester 
Ra.  Co.,  7  M.  and  W.  574,  2  Ra.  Ca. 
522. 

(/)  London  and  North- West.  Ra. 
Co.,  6  Ra.  Ca.  497,  per  Martin,  B. 

(g)  Ibid. 

(h)  Preston  v.  Grand  Collier  Dock 
Co.,  2  Ra.  Ca.  335. 
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Ttosoluti«)u. 


Notice. 


served  in  consequence  on  those  liable.     It  has  been  ultimately 
decided   in   England,   that   the  resolutionj   as   evidenced  by  the 
minutes  of  meeting,  is  the  ^  calV  in  the  sense  of  the  general  Act  (a). 
This  construction  has   accordingly  been  applied  in  determining 
questions  of  interval  between  calls,  and  liability  for  calls  as  be- 
tween seller  and  purchaser  (b).     Its  application  is  not,  however, 
in  some  cases,  free  from  difficulty.     The  resolution  to  make  calls 
must  be  entered  in  the  minutes  of  meeting,  and  authenticated  by 
the  signature  of  the  chairman  (sec.  101).     In  practice,  rough  notes 
are  taken  at  the  time,  which,  being  afterwards  extended  as  minutes 
in  the  proper  books,  are  signed  by  the  chairman  at  the  next  meet- 
ing.     If  the   same  person  be  chairman  at  both  meetings,  this 
method  of  procedure  appears  unobjectionable  (c).     The  resolution 
is  generally,  as  appearing  in  the  minutes,  a  bare  statement  that  a 
call  of  a  given  amount  per  share,  payable  on  a  certain  day,  is  made 
on  the  proprietors.     It  is  not  necessary  that  it  should  specify  the 
place  where,  or  the  person  to  whom,  payment  is  to  be  made,  pro- 
vided these  particulars  be  sufficiently  set  forth  in  the  subsequent 
notice  (d).     Care  should  be  taken,  when  the  special  act  specifies 
different  classes  of  persons  as  liable  to  pay  calls,  that  the  resolution 
be  so  worded  as  to  embrace  the  whole  (e). 

The  resolution  is  followed  by  a  *  notice*  to  the  proprietors,  which 
must  specify  the  time  and  place  at  which,  and  the  party  to  whom, 
payment  is  to  be  made.  The  notice' need  not  bear  the  company  s 
seal,  but  must  either  be  signed  by  two  directors,  or  by  the  treasurer 
or  secretary.  It  may  either  be  in  writing  or  in  print,  or  partly  in 
both  (sec.  141).  It  has  been  decided  that  the  printed  signature 
of  the  proper  officer  is  a  sufficient  compliance  with  the  statutory 
requirements  (/).     When  not  dispensed  with  by  the  special  act, 


(a)  Ex  parte  Tooke,  re  Londonderry^ 
etc,  Ra.  Co.,  6  Ra.  Ca.  3, 13  Q.  B.  998. 

(6)  See  North  American  Colon.  Asso- 
ciation of  Ireland,  19  Law  Jour.  Q.  B. 
427. 

(c)  Southampton  Dock  Co.,  1  Man. 
and  Gr.  448 ;  London  and  Brighton  Ra. 
Co.,  2  Man.  and  Gr.  674;  Miles  v. 
Bough,  3  Q.  B.  845,  and  12  Law  Jour. 
Q.  B.  74. 

(J)    Whitehaven  and  Fumess   Ra. 


Co.,  1850, 12  D.  829,  aff.  7  BeU's  App. 
79,  22  Jur.  488.  The  affirmance  was 
on  a  specialty,  but  the  decision  is  sup- 
ported by  many  English  cases.  Nevry 
and  EnnislHllen  Ra.  Co.,  1848,  5  Rft. 
Ca.  278,  and  cases  there  referred  to. 

(e)  West  London  Ra.  Co.  v.  Ber- 
nard, 22  Law  Jour.  Q.  B.  68. 

(/)  Great  North  Ra.  Co.  v.  hglis. 
1850,  12  D.  1194,  aff.  1852,  24  Jur. 
434,  1  Stuart  749,  1  Macq.  112. 
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these  notices  must  be  served  on  the  shareholders  individually  (a). 
The  special  act  sometimes  substitutes  advertisement  in  the  news- 
papers for  personal  service,  and  sometimes  requires  both  forms  of 
publication.  The  forms  necessary  to  be  observed  in  giving  these 
notices  will  be  found  in  the  appendix. 

In  actions  for  calls,  it  is  necessary  to  prove  that  they  were  made  Actions  fur 
at  the  period  prescribed  by  the  Act;  and  it  would  seem  that  a 
director,  when  sued  for  a  call,  may  plead  its  illegality,  though  he 
himself  was  a  party  to  its  being  made  (6).  But  in  some  cases  the 
defender  will  be  estopped  from  pleading  that  the  call  has  not  been 
proved,  as  «.^.,  where  he  has  expressly  promised  to  pay  the  calls  for 
which  he  is  sued  (c).  It  is  correct  pleading  to  set  forth  that  the 
calls  sued  for  were  made  by  the  parties  (whoever  they  may  be) 
authorized  to  make  them,  and  that  notice  was  duly  given  as  pre- 
scribed ;  but  an  objection  to  the  relevancy,  for  want  of  specifica- 
tion in  this  respect,  has  been  overruled  (d)y  and  it  is  too  late  to 
insist  on  it  after  verdict  (e). 

II.   LIABILITY  FOR  CALLS. 

As  a  general  rule,  it  is  only  persons  who  have  acquired  the  General  rules. 
character  of  shareholders  or  members  of  a  formed  company  who 
are  liable  for  calls :  for  until  it  is  duly  formed,  the  company  cannot 
be  said  to  hold  the  character  either  of  debtor  or  creditor ;  and  until 
a  person  has  joined  it,  he  cannot  be  said  to  be  liable  in  contribution 
either  to  its  capital  or  in  liquidation  of  its  debts.  What  is  neces- 
sary to  the  formation  of  a  company,  and  what  to  constitute  mem- 
bership, has  been  considered  in  the  earlier  chapters  of  this  treatise. 
Bat  it  must  be  observed  that  persons  are  sometimes  rendered  liable 
for  calls  even  before  they  have  become  shareholders.  When  this 
happens,  it  arises  from  some  contract  to  that  effect,  into  which  they 
have  entered  either  expressly  or  by  implication.  Thus,  allottees  of 
shares  have  been  in  certain  circumstances  found  liable  in  payment 

(a)  See  Edinburgh  and  Leith  Ra.  (c)  Miles  v.  Bough,  3  Q.  B.  845. 

Co.,  6  Me.  and  W.  716 ;  Painter,  3  Ad.  (d)  See  Burgh  v.  Legge,  5  M.  and  W. 

and  E.  433 ;  Miles  ▼.  Bough,  3  Q.  B.  845.  421. 

(6)  Stratford  Ra.  Co.,  2  B.  and  Ad.  (e)  Miles  v.  Bough,  supra. 
518. 
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of  calls  before  they  attained  the  character  of  proper  shareholders  (a). 
Such  questions,  when  they  arise  in  companies  not  formed  under 
statute,  must  be  determined  by  the  special  circumstances  of  the  case. 

Companios  The  Companies  Act,  1862,  declares  calls  to  be  debts  due  by 

shareholders  to  the  company,  and  to  be  in  the  nature  of  specialty 
debts  in  England  and  Ireland  (sec.  16)  ;  but  beyond  this,  it  makes 
no  provision  on  the  subject.  If,  however,  the  regulations  of  Table 
A  be  adopted,  the  provisions  will  be  as  follows :  Such  calls  as  they 
see  fit  may  be  made  by  the  directors  from  time  to  time  on  the 
members  in  respect  of  money  unpaid  on  their  shares,  provided 
twenty-one  days'  notice  be  given  of  each  call.  Payment  must  be 
made  at  the  times  and  places  appointed  by  the  directors  (No.  4). 
The  date  of  the  call  is  the  date  of  the  resolution  to  make  it  (No.  5). 
The  notice  may  be  sent  by  post  or  served  personally  (No.  95). 
Interest  at  5  per  cent,  is  exigible  on  calls  not  paid  on  or  before  the 
appointed  day  (No.  6).  Calls  may  be  paid  in  advance ;  and  in 
that  case  interest  may  be  allowed  on  the  excess  of  such  advance 
over  the  amount  called  up  (No.  7).  Shares  may  be  forfeited  for 
non-payment  of  calls;  but  for  this  purpose  the  prescribed  procedure 
must  be  fully  carried  out  (Nos.  17  et  seq.). 

Letters  Patent         The  Letters  Patent  Acts  contain  no  provisions  on  the  subject 

Acts.  A       11 

of  calls. 
Companies  By  the  Companies  Clauses  Act,   1845,   all  parties  who  fall 

1845.  under  the  statutory  definition  of  shareholders  are  liable  for  calls 

(sees.  8,  22,  and  23).  The  provisions  of  sees.  22  and  23  are 
peculiar,  and  it  has  been  supposed  that  they  were  intended  to 
render  mere  subscribers,  in  opposition  to  proper  shareholders, 
liable  for  calls  (b) ;  but  it  is  very  doubtful  if,  upon  a  sound  con- 
struction, this  can  be  held  to  be  the  meaning  of  the  Legislature. 
It  would  rather  seem  that  the  clauses  in  question  merely  mean 
that  persons,  by  subscribing  to  the  undertaking,  render  them- 
selves liable  to  be  made  contribotories  by  being  registered  as 
shareholders.  As  the  expression  used  is  not  subscribers  for  shares, 
but  ^  persons  who  have  subscribed  monies  towards  the  undertaking/ 
it  is  possible  that  the  Legislature  meant  not  inchoate  shareholders, 
but  parties  who  had  agreed  to  advance  money  by  way  of  loan  to 

(a)  Duke  v.  Dive,  1  Ex.  36 ;  Aldham  v.  Brawn,  6  E.  Jur.  N.  S.  41. 
(h)  Lindley  538. 
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the  company  on  certain  terms,  but  without  the  intention  of  becoming 
shareholders. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  no  one  can  be  sued  Beqnisites  to 
for  calls  as  a  shareholder,  whether  he  be  transferree  of  scrip  (a), 
transferree  of  shares  (6),  or  even  original  allottee  (c),  unless  his  name 
has  been  entered  on  the  sealed  register  of  shareholders  before  the 
call  was  made  (d).  Neither  can  he  be  sued  for  calls  made  after  a 
transfer  in  favour  of  another  has  been  registered ;  so  that  it  is  only 
for  calls  made  while  a  person's  name  stands  on  the  register  that  he 
is  liable  to  the  company  (e).  The  Act,  in  fact,  in  authorizing  calls 
to  be  made  on  shareholders,  seems  to  assume  registration  to  be  neces- 
sary to  give  the  character  of  shareholder  (/) ;  and  apart  from  the 
statutory  enactment,  the  reason  of  this  rule  is  very  apparent.  Until 
registration,  a  person  has  no  active  title  in  the  company :  he  can 
neither  vote  at  meetings  nor  receive  dividends  (sees.  16  and  19). 
To  render  him  liable,  therefore,  in  calls  made  before  registration, 
would  be  to  subject  him  in  what  he  had  no  voice  in  imposing,  and 
to  hold  him  bound  to  a  company  which  was  not  bound  to  him. 

It  is  also  necessary  that  the  register  be  sealed  before  the  call  is  Sealing  of 
made ;  for  without  this,  registration  creates  no  liability  (sec.  9)  (g). 
When  the  register  consists  of  several  volumes,  and  the  last  contains 
a  recapitulation  of  their  contents,  the  affixing  of  the  seal  to  this 
recapitulation  is  sufficient  (A). 

The  mere  fact,  therefore,  of  a  transfer  having  been  executed  Naked  transfer 

not  sufficient. 

does  not  relieve  the  seller  from  liability  for  future  calls  till  that 
transfer  has  been  entered  on  the  sealed  register  (t).  And  in  like 
manner,  though  an  original  allottee  has  disposed  of  his  scrip  before 
passing  of  the  special  act,  but  has  then  been  registered  by  the 

(a)  Newry  and  Enniskillen  Ra,  Co.,  Birkenhead  Ra,  Co.,  4  Ex.  426,  and  6 
12  E.  Jur.  101,  5  Ra.  Ca.  C.  275 ;  Ex.  626 ;  Londonderry  Ra.  Co.,  13  Q. 
Birmingham  Ra.  Co.,  1  Q.  B.  256  ;  B.  998  ;  Great  Nor.  Ra.  Co.,  1851,  13 
London  Grand  Junction  Ra.  Co.,  ibid.  D.  1315,  aff.  1852,  24  Jur.  434. 

278.  (/)  Compare  sees.  8  and  23. 

(b)  Sayles  v.  Blane,  6  Ra.  Ca.  79.  (g)  Cheltenham  and  Great  West.  Ra. 
See  also  Corden  v.  Universal  Gas  Light  Co.,  9  C.  and  P.  55  ;  Great  Nor.  Ra. 
Co.,  6  D.  and  L.  379 ;  Birkenhead  Ra.  Co.,  supra. 

Co.,  6  Ra.  Ca.  47.  (A)  Great  Nor.  Ra.  Co.,  supra. 

(c)  Previous  cases.  (0  Sayles  v.  Blane,  6  Ra.  Ca.  79  ; 
(rf)  See  Cal.  Ra.  Co.  v.  Lockhart,      Corden  v.  Universal  Gas  Light  Co.,  6 

1854,  17  D.  25.  D.  and  L.  379 ;  Anderson  v.  CuUen, 

(e)   Belfast  Ra.    Co.,  1  Ex.    739;      1849,  11  D.  1264. 
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Consequence 
of  non-regid- 
tration. 


Question  be- 
tween Bub- 
Bcriber  and 
scrip-trans- 
ferree. 


Payment  of 
previous  calls. 


company  in  place  of  the  scrip-transferree,  he  is  liable  for  all  calls 
made  while  the  latter  remains  unregistered  (a).    When  this  is  done, 
the  transferrer  ceases  to  be  liable  for  all  future  calls  (i).    But  his 
obligation  to  pay  such  as  were  made  while  his  name  remained  on 
the  register,  would  not  seem  to  be  devolved  on  his  transferree  in  a 
question  between  himself  and  the  company  (c).     The  question  has 
accordingly  risen,  whether  a  purchaser  of  shares,  through  whose 
delay  to  get  himself  registered  liability  has  been  incurred  by  the 
seller,  is  bound  to  relieve  the  latter,  or  indemnify  him  for  payments 
made  in  such  circumstances.     In  Anderson  v.  Cullen,  the  Court  of 
Session  decided  this  question  substantially  in  the  affirmative  (d) ; 
and  though  in  Humble  v.  Langston  (e)  the  English  Court  of  Ex- 
chequer took  an  opposite  view,  seemingly  on  the  ground  that  in 
the  contract  notes  no  time  for  completing  the  contract  was  specified, 
it  has  frequently  been  decided  in  Chancery  that  the  vendee  is  bound 
to  pay  calls  made  on  the  vendor  since  the  sale,  and  generally  to  do 
all  that  is  necessary  to  relieve  him  from  subsequent  liability  (/). 

A  similar  question  occurs  between  an  original  subscriber  and  a 
scrip-transferree,  when  the  former  has  been  rendered  liable  for 
calls  in  consequence  of  the  latter  not  coming  forward  to  register. 
In  Jackson  v.  Cocker  {g\  it  was  held  that  a  court  of  equity  could 
not  compel  the  scrip-holder  in  such  circumstances  to  indemnify 
the  original  subscriber,  because  there  was  no  contract  express 
or  implied  to  this  effect.  But  in  the  later  case  of  Jacques  v. 
Chambers  (A),  Knight  Bruce,  Vice-Chancellor,  expressed  an  opinion, 
that  if  no  other  liability  attached  to  the  vendee,  it  must  be  taken  to 
have  been  part  of  the  contract  that  he  was  to  indemnify  the  vendor 
from  the  consequences  of  his  name  being  placed  on  the  register. 

When  (as  generally  happens)  it  forms  a  regulation  of  the  com- 
pany that  shares  shall  not  be  transferred  till  all  previous  calls  have 

517.  See  also  Burnet  v.  XyncA,  5  B. 
and  C.  589. 

(/)  Wynne  v.  Price,  13  E.  Jur.  295, 
5  Ra.  Ca.  465  ;  Shaw  v.  Fisker,  5  R». 
Ca.  461 ;  Cheale  v.  Kenward,  3  De  l>. 
and  J.  27. 

(g)  4  Beav.  59. 

(h)  4  Ra.  Ca.  499 ;  and  see  Btckit 
V.  Bilbrough,  8  Ha.  188. 


(a)  Midland  Great  West  Ra.  Co.,  5 
Ra.  Ca.  76,  16  L.  Jour.  1847,  Exch. 
166  ;  London  Grand  Junct.  Ra.  Co.,  2 
Ma.  and  6r.  606 ;  East  Lothian  Ra. 
Co.,  1849,  11  D.  1184. 

(6)  Same  cases. 

(c)  Mangles  v.  Grand  Dock  Co.,  2 
Ra.  Ca.  359. 

(d)  1849,  11  D.  1264. 
le)  2  Ra.  Ca.  533,  7  M-  and  W. 
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been  paid,  the  compan  j  are  not  bound  to  register  the  transf erree 
until  this  regulation  has  been  complied  with ;  and  the  seller  will 
accordingly  continue  liable  to  the  company,  not  only  for  all  past 
calls,  but  for  such  as  may  still  be  made  while  the  purchaser  remains 
nnregistered  (a). 

Persons  whose  names  appear  on  the  register  are  presumed  to  Evidence  oi 
be  shareholders,  and  liable  for  calls  accordingly.  Yet  this  pre-  may  be 
samption  may  be  rebutted ;  and  therefore  such  as  are  not  properly 
shareholders  are  not  liable  for  calls,  though  the  company  may  have 
chosen  to  treat  them  as  shareholders,  as  by  registering  them,  pro- 
vided this  has  been  done  without  their  consent,  express  or  implied  (&). 
But  they  may  be  barred  from  taking  this  defence  by  conduct,  adop- 
tion, or  acquiescence,  though  the  prescribed  formalities  have  not 
been  strictly  adhered  to  (c). 

If  minors  are  registered  as  shareholders  (which  they  may  be,  Minore. 
from  having  received  shares  by  bequest  or  by  purchase),  they 
become  de  facto  shareholders,  and  are  entitled  to  vote  by  their 
guardians  (sec.  82).     Accordingly  they  cannot  escape  from  the 
liability  to  pay  calls,  on  the  mere  plea  of  being  minors  when  the 
calls  were  made,  unless  they  aver  and  succeed  in  proving  that  they 
had  repudiated  the  contract  either  during  minority  or  afterwards 
tempestive ;  for  otherwise  it  will  be  presumed  that  they  had  ratified 
the  transaction  on  their  coming  of  age  (d).    In  like  manner,  if  they 
are  sued  for  calls  while  in  minority,  and  seek  to  escape  liability 
on  that  ground,  they  must  state  and  establish  facts  and  circum- 
stances relevant  to  take  them  out  of  the  operation  of  the  statute, 
e.g,  fraud;  being  induced  to  purchase  shares  without  the  autho- 
rity of  their  curators,  though  they  had  such  guardians;  and  the 
like  {e). 

By  sec.  22,  the  legal  representatives  of  shareholders  are  made  Executors, 
liable  for  calls.    It  has  been  held  in  England,  that  when  an  exe- 


(a)  Ayltsbury  Ra.  Co.  v.  Thompson, 
2  Ra.  Ca.  668. 

(ft)  iVeii?  Brans,  Ra.  Co.,  4  H.  and 
X.  160 ;  Galvanized  Iron  Co.,  8  Ex. 
17 ;  Shropshire  Union  Ra.  Co.,  3  Ex. 
401.  See  Constitntion  of  Partner- 
ship. 

(r)  London  Or.  June.  Ra.  Co.,  1  Q. 
B.  271 ;  Bnmes  r.  Pennell,  2  House  of 


Lords  Cases  497 ;  Birmingham  Ra. 
Co.,  1  Q.  B.  256. 

(d)  Cork  and  Bandon  Ra.  Co.,  10  Q. 
B.  935 ;  Leeds  and  Thirsh  Ra.  Co.,  4 
Ex.  26 ;  Birkenhead  Ra.  Co.,  5  Ex.  114 ; 
Newry  and  Ennis.  Ra.  Co.,  3  Ex.  565. 

(«)  North-West.  Ra.  Co.,  5  Ex.  114. 
See  also  Stikeman  v.  Dawson,  16  I^aw 
Jour.  (Chan.)  205. 


166  DEFENCES  AGAINST  CALLS.  [Book  II. 

cutor  or  administrator  is  sued  for  calls  made  daring  the  testa- 
tor's Kfetime,  and  while  he  was  registered,  the  short  statutoiy 
declaration  is  not  sufficient,  but  a  special  count  must  be  framed  to 
meet  the  facts  (a).  It  is  probable,  therefore,  that  the  ayennents 
required  by  sec.  27,  would  not  in  Scotland  be  held  sufficient  in 
such  a  case,  but  that  the  condescendence  would  have  to  contain  a 
special  averment  that  the  calls  sued  for  against  the  executor  or 
other  representative  were  made  prior  to  the  testator's  death,  and 
while  his  name  stood  on  the  register. 

It  is  sometimes  a  matter  of  difficulty  to  determine  whether  calls 
made  on  shares  fall  ultimately  to  be  paid  by  the  person  to  whom 
they  have  been  bequeathed,  or  are  chargeable  against  the  deceased's 
executry  generally.  This  will  fall  to  be  determined  by  reference 
to  the  terms  in  which  the  bequest  is  made  (i). 
Defences.  If  a  party  is  made  a  shareholder  in  terms  of  the  provisions  of 

an  Act  of  Parliament,  he  cannot  resist  payment  of  calls  on  the 
ground  that  the  special  act  was  obtained  by  fraud  (c).  Nor  is  it 
any  defence  against  an  action  for  calls  by  a  registered  company, 
that  the  company  ought  not  to  have  been  registered  (d).  It  is  no 
defence  against  calls  that  a  shareholder  has  been  induced  to  become 
such  by  fraud  on  the  part  of  the  company.  This  would  require  to 
be  established  by  declarator,  or  the  shares  must  have  been  repu- 
diated before  the  call  was  made  (e).  Minors  are  liable  for  calls  on 
shares  to  which  they  have  succeeded  in  railway  companies,  unless 
they  have  repudiated  tempeative — ^in  Scotland,  during  the  Quadri- 
ennium  utile  (/).  Those  who  have  once  become  shareholders  con- 
tinue liable  for  all  calls^  made  while  they  retain  that  character, 
until  payment,  or  until  the  liability  has  been  terminated  by  agree- 
ment (g).  The  common  rule,  that  transfers  cannot  be  made  till 
all  previous  calls  are  paid,  is  pleadable  only  by  the  company,  and 
cannot  be  used  as  a  defence  against  calls  by  the  transferree  who 

(a)Birk€nheadRa.Co.,QR&,CA.2n.  (/)  DubUn  and  Wickhw  Ba.  Co.^S 

(b)  See  the  English  cases,  Jacques  Ex.  181 ;  Nevmry  Ba.  Co,y  5  Ex.  565 ; 
V.  Chambers^  4  Ra.  Ca.  205  ;  OakeSy  9  North-  Western  Ra,  Co.  v.  MacMichaely 
Hare  666 ;  Tanner,  11  Beav.  69.  1850,  5  Exch.  114. 

(c)  Waterford  Ra.  Co.,  14  Q.  B.  672.  (g)  BargaU,  5  House  of  Lords  Cases 
\d)  Banwers  Iron  Co.,  8  C.  B.  406.  297 ;  Bosanquet,  4  Ex.  699  ;  Ta^iar^ 
(e)  See  Deposit  Life  Assur.  Co.,  6      Jones  and  La  Touche,  2  Jr.  Re.  24. 

E.  andB.  761. 
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has  been  registered  (a).     When  this  rule  exists,  the  seller  remains 

liable  for  all  calls  made  before  the  company  chooses  to  register  the 

purchaser  (6).     When  shares  are  transferred  and  registered,  after 

a  call  has  been  made,  but  before  it  is  payable,  it  seems  doubtful 

whether  the  company  can  enforce  the  call  against  either  transferrer 

or  transferree  (c).    It  is  no  defence  to  an  action  for  calls,  that, 

according  to  statements  made  by  directors,  more  than  the  subscribed 

capital  will  be  necessary  to  complete  the  undertaking  (d)y  or  that 

the  funds  are  being  misapplied  («),  or  that  a  railway  company  has 

failed  to  complete  a  part  of  the  line  (/),  or  that  the  scheme  of  a 

railway  as  authorized  by  the   special  act  is  different  from  that 

contained  in  the  subscription  contract  {g).    Yet  it  is  a  good  plea  in 

defence,  that  the  call  was  not  made  by  persons  duly  authorized  (A) ; 

and  that  it  was  made  before  the  whole  of  the  capital  had  been 

sabscribed,  where  ^  the  special  act  provided   that  until  this  was 

done,  the  provision  and  powers  of  the  act  should  not  come  into 

force  (t).     But  it  has  been  held,  that  when  there  is  no  provision 

of  this  kind  in  the  special  act,  the  plea  cannot  be  taken  on  sec.  16 

of  the  English  Lands  Clauses  Act,  which,  though  it  requires  the 

whole  capital  to  be  subscribed  before  the  compulsory  powers  can 

be  exercised,  does  not  prevent  calls  from  being  made  before  that 

has  taken  place  (k). 


(a)  Howden  v.  Kennedy,  1855, 18  D. 
246. 

(6)  Humble  v.  Langston,  7  M.  and  W. 
517 ;  London  Ha,  Co.,  2Ma.  andGr.  674. . 

(c)  North  Am.  Co.  Association,  15 
Jut.  187 ;  Watson  v.  EaUs,  23  Beav. 
294;  AyUshury  Ra.  Co.,  4  Ma.  and  Gr. 
651,  and  2  Ra.  Ga.  668. 

(d)  Edinr.  and  Newha.  Ra.  Co., 
1842,  4  D.  1459. 

(0  Nat.  Ex.  Co.,  1849,  11  D.  571. 


(/)  Newry  Ra.  Co.,  1850,  13  D. 
284. 

0)  Fife  and  Kinross  Ra.  Co.,  1861*, 
23  D.  891. 

(A)  Swansea  Dock  Co.,  20  Law  J. 
Ex.  447.    See  p.  155. 

(i)  Norwich  and  Lowest.  Nav.  Co., 
1  Moo.  and  Mai.  151. 

(fc)  Water/ord  and  Dublin  Ra.  Co., 
6  Ra.  Ga.  758.  The  coirespondiBg 
provision  in  the  Scotch  Act  is  sec.  15. 
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COMPANY  OR  PARTNERSHIP  PROPERTY. 


Partnership 
property  held 
in  trust. 


What  it  means.  Under  this  expression  is  included  whatever  is  immediately  liable 
for  the  debts  and  obligations  of  the  company;  and  this  may  consist 
either  of  what  was  originally  contributed  to  the  common  stock,  or 
of  what  has  stante  societate  been  added  thereto. 

As,  according  to  the  law  of  Scotland,  a  partnership  or  unin- 
corporated company  is  only  a  quasi  person,  and  not  a  proper  person, 
like  an  individual  or  a  corporation,  it  should  seem  that  it  cannot 
hold  property  directly,  any  more  than  it  can  sue  or  be  sued  like  a 
proper  person.  Whatever,  therefore,  by  express  contract,  or  by 
operation  of  law,  becomes  the  property  of  the  company,  must  be 
taken  as  held  in  trust  for  the  uses  and  purposes  of  the  company. 
Heritable  property  is  held  in  the  names  of  one  or  more  of  the 
partners,  or  in  those  of  third  persons  as  trustees  chosen  for  that 
purpose;  moveables  or  personalty  appear  to  be  held  by  all  the 
parties  jointly  or  pro  indiviaoy  as  trustees  for  the  concern. 

As  regards  the  mode  in  which  moveables  are  held,  there  no 
doubt  hangs  a  good  deal  of  confusion,  or  rather  obscurity,  about 
the  dicta  of  our  institutional  writers ;  some  loose  expressions  even 
appearing  to  indicate  that  personalty  might  be  held  directly  by 
unincorporated  companies.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  the  theory 
here  given  is  the  only  correct  exponent  of  our  law  (a). 


CONVEYANCE  AND   VESTING  OF  COMPANY  PROPERTY. 


Partnership 
contract 
operates  as  a 
conveyance. 


The  partnership  contract  operates  as  a  direct  conveyance  of 
whatever  is  or  has  been  undertaken  to  be  contributed  by  a  partner. 

(a)  Beirs  Princip.  sec.  353  ;  Shaw's  BelFs  Comm.  214 ;  Stair  i.  16,  1. 
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Bat  it  operates  as  a  coDvejance  merely,  and  does  not  supersede  the 
necessity  of  such  modes  of  transference  as  are  required  by  law  (a). 

Moveable  property,  conveyed  under  the  partnership  contract,  Personalty, 
or  by  subsequent  agreement,  and  already  in  possession  of  a  partner 
at  the  date  of  the  conveyance,  requires  no  delivery  to  complete  the 
transference  to  the  company,  because  no  delivery  is  possible,  every 
partner  being  prcepositus  negotiU  for  the  company,  and  the  com- 
pany as  a  fictitious  person  acting  only  through  its  agents  (b). 

But  where  commodities  in  the  hands  of  third  parties  are  con-  Delivery  and 
veyed  by  the  owner  as  part  of  his  contribution  to  the  stock  of  the 
company,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  delivery  is  necessary,  it 
must  first  be  considered  in  what  character  they  are  held  by  their 
possessors.  If  they  are  held  by  the  latter  merely  as  agents  for  the 
contributing  partner,  their  delivery  is  not  necessary,  as  possession 
by  the  agent  is  possession  by  the  principal.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
havmg  been  purchased  by  the  contributing  partner,  they  still 
remain  in  the  custody  of  the  seller,  delivery  will  be  required  (<;). 
And  this  may  be  made  to  any  one  of  the  partners,  or  to  a  servant 
at  the  company's  place  of  business.  In  order  to  prevent  attach- 
ment of  the  contributed  articles  by  the  private  creditors  of  the 
partner,  intimation  should,  in  the  case  under  consideration,  be  at 
once  made  by  the  company  to  the  seller,  that  the  property  had 
passed  to  the  company,  and  that  he  must  now  make  delivery  to 
it  ((2).  When  a  partner  contributes  liquid  or  illiquid  claims  which 
he  holds  against  third  parties  (choses  in  action),  the  conveyance 
must  be  completed  by  intimation  in  the  usual  way. 

Ships  are  transferred  in  terms  of  the  Registration  Acts.  ships. 

Feudal  property  is  held  for  companies  by  the  intervention  of  Realty, 
trustees,  who  may  be  either  one  or  more  of  the  partners  or  third  ^"^^  "«***"• 
persons  chosen  for  that  purpose  (e).  It  has  been  held  that  a  dis- 
position to  one  partner  nominatim  and  to  the  other  members  of  the 
company  was  good,  and  that  seisin  and  confirmation  following 
thereon  effectually  vested  the  lands  in  the  partners  pro  indiviso  for 
the  company  (/).'  This  is  not,  however,  a  precedent  to  be  followed 
in  modem  conveyancing. 

(a)  Stair  i.  16,  1.  (rf)  19  and  20  Vict.  c.  60,  b.  2. 

(6)  Sh.  BeU'a  Com.  216.  *  (e)  Menzies'  Lect.  46. 

(c)  Sh.  Bell's  Com.  216.  (/)  Dennistoun,  MacNair,  and  Co.^ 
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When  feudal  property  previously  belonging  to  a  partner  is 
contributed  as  part  of  the  stock,  the  partnership  contract  will  con- 
vey the  jri8  ad  rem,  or,  in  other  words,  will  operate  as  a  general 
disposition  ;  but  to  exclude  the  diligence  of  the  private  creditors 
of  the  contributing  partner,  he  must  execute  a  disposition,  or  its 
equivalent,  of  the  property  in  favour  of  the  partners,  or  of  some 
other  person,  in  trust  for  the  company ;  or  else  the  company  must 
bring  a  declarator  and  adjudication  in  implement  with  similar 
conclusions,  and  the  title  must  in  all  cases  be  completed  by  registra- 
tion in  common  form  (a).  The  same  rules  apply  as  to  acquisition 
of  feudal  property  made,  atante  societate,  for  the  company  in  name 
of  a  partner. 

In  like  manner,  the  right  to  leasehold  property  ought  to  be 
taken  to  all  the  partners  nominatimy  or  to  some  other  persons  as 
trustees  for  the  company  (b).  It  is  sometimes  indeed  loosely  said 
that  a  lease  may  be  held  by  an  unincorporated  association ;  but  if 
by  this  is  meant  that  the  quasi  person  of  such  an  association  can 
hold  leasehold  property,  the  proposition  seems  to  be  without 
foundation,  and  to  be  subversive  of  the  distinction  between  mere 
partnerships  and  proper  corporations.  In  the  only  case  that  might 
seem  to  countenance  this  view  (c),  the  Court  merely  gave  effect 
to  a  lease  granted  to  a  company  socio  nominej  for  the  same  reason 
apparently  that  a  title  to  sue  soda  nomine  is  sustained.  It  will  be 
observed,  however,  that  no  countenance  is  given  to  the  notion 
that  unincorporated  associations  can  hold  leases  in  their  descriptive 
names ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  consideration  how  far  this  decision  can 
in  the  present  day  be  held  of  authority,  when  it  is  remembered  that 
leases  of  a  certain  endurance  may  be  entered  on  the  register  of 
sasines,  thereby  giving  them  even  greater  facilities  for  transmission 
and  mortgage  than  belong  to  proper  feudal  rights. 

When  leasehold  property  forms  part  of  what  a  partner  under- 
takes to  contribute,  the  partnership  contract  would  seem  to  operate 
as  an  assignation  to  the  whole  partners,  jointly  and  severally,  for 
behoof  of  the  concern,  provided  the  lease  contains  a  power  to  assign. 

1808,  M.  App.  Tack  15 ;  compare  with  (c)  Dennistovn^  ATNair^  and  Co.  v. 

Morison  v.  Miller,  1818,  Hume  720.  Mac/arlane,  1808,  M.  App.  Tack  15. 

(a)  Shaw*6  Bell's  Com.  216.  See  1  Hunt«r  on  Landlord  and  Ten- 

(&)  Bell  on  Ijeases  i.  149 ;  Murray  ant,  205. 
V.  Hogarth  ami  Co.,  1835,  18  S.  453. 
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But  possession  by  the  company  is  still  necessary  to  complete  the 
transfer,  and  to  render  the  right  secure  against  a  second  assignee, 
or  an  adjudging  creditor  of  the  partner  (a).  When  the  lease  is 
unassignable,  the  partnership  contract  would  perhaps  be  considered 
as  converting  the  tenant  into  a  trustee  for  the  company  (6). 

To  exclude,  however,  all  risk  on  the  part  of  the  company,  it  Practical  rules, 
is  most  prudent  in  such  cases  to  obtain,  when  practicable,  either 
a  new  lease  from  the  landlord,  or  a  sub-lease  from  the  tenant, 
in  favour  of  some  one  or  more  of  the  partners,  or  of  strangers  as 
trustees  for  the  company  (c).  Adjudication  may  sometimes  be 
found  necessary  as  a  means  of  making  good  the  company's  right 
to  a  lease  contributed  by  a  partner. 

When  the  lease  has  been  registered,  in  terms  of  the  late  Act  (d),  Rogistraticm 
a  notarial  instrument  in  the  form  of  Schedule  C,  appended  to  the  °   **^* 
statute,  and  setting  forth  the  conveyance  under  the  company  con- 
tract, will,  when  registered,  effectually  complete  the  transference. 

A  lease  granted  for  behoof  of  a  company,  but  excluding  assig-  Termination 
nees,  expires  on  dissolution  of  the  company,  and  can  form  no  part 
of  the  separate  estate  of  any  of  the  partners  (e). 

COMPANY  PROPERTY  AS  DISTINGUISHED  FROM  SEPARATE 

ESTATE. 

Company  property  must  be  carefully  distinguished  from  the  Distinction 
separate  estate  of  the  individual  partners.     It  is  no  doubt  true  that  pany  property 
every  member  of  an  association  which  has  not  attained  limited  ^tat^^™ 
liability,  is  liable  for  company  debts  to  his  last  shilling  and  his  last 
acre ;  yet  the  mere  fact  of  his  membership  does  not  operate  as  a 
conveyance  of  any  part  of  his  separate  estate  which  he  has  not 
agreed  to  contribute,  so  as  to  amalgamate  it  withvthe  company  pro- 
perty, to  the  effect  of  destroying  his  own  rights  as  proprietor,  and 
of  liberating  it  from  the  diligence  of  his  creditors.     Company  pro- 
perty is  held  in  trust  for  the  company,  and  is  directly  attachable  by 
its  creditors;  separate  estate  remains  the  absolute  property  of  the  part- 

(a)  Bell  on  Leases.  (d)  20  and  21  Vict.  c.  26. 

(6)  See  M'  Vean,  1864, 2  MTh.  1150.  (e)  Campbell  v.  CaUer  Iron  Co.,  11 

(c)  See  Borrows  Y.  Colquhoun,  1852,  Dec.  1805,  1  Bell  on  Leases  150,  and 

14  D.  791 ;  reversed  1854, 1  Macq.  691,  1  Bell's  Com.  82. 
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ners,  and  becomes  liable  to  be  made  available  for  company  debts,  by 
reason  of  its  owners  being  guarantees  or  sureties  for  the  company. 

The  distinction  between  company  property  and  separate  estate 
is  very  broadly  marked  in  proper  joint-stock  companies;  but  it 
also  exists  in  all  private  partnerships,  the  nature  of  whose  business 
requires  the  possession  of  common  property. 

In  England  the  same  distinction  prevails ;  and  as  the  law  has 
been  very  much  elaborated  in  that  system  on  this  branch  of  the 
subject,  it  may  often  be  referred  to  with  great  advantage.  At  first 
sight  it  might  be  supposed,  that  as  the  English  law  ignores  the 
separate  person  of  the  firm,  its  authority  on  this  matter  would  not 
be  a  trustworthy  guide.  But,  in  truth,  this  difference  in  principle 
between  the  two  systems — which  in  some  other  branches  of  part- 
nership law  creates  a  wide  divergence  —  produces  here  nothing 
beyond  an  evanescent  distinction  in  the  terms  employed.  In  thb 
country  we  consider  company  property  to  be  held  for  the  company; 
in  England  it  is  regarded  as  held  for  all  the  partners  as  suck 
And  whichever  view  be  adopted,  the  practical  result  will  generally 
be  found  to  be  the  same.  Even  as  regards  the  nomenclature, 
though  ^joint-estate,'  ^joint-stock,'  and  the  like,  are  the  proper 
English  equivalents  for  the  Scotch  expressions  ^  company'  or  ^part- 
nership property,'  yet  in  both  systems  these  phrases  are  used  indis- 
criminately. 

To  exclude  questions  as  to  what  is  company  property  and  what 
is  separate  estate,  all  partnership  articles,  deeds  of  settlement, 
articles  of  association,  or  other  instruments  containing  the  com- 
pany contract,  should  distinctly  specify  what  is  contributed  to 
the  common  stock  by  the  several  partners  at  the  commencement 
of  the  association  ;  and  a  record  should  be  kept  and  duly  authen- 
ticated of  all  acquisitions  subsequently  made  on  behalf  of  the 
company  from  time  to  time.  Whenever  also  a  formal  transfer 
becomes  necessary,  this  should  be  completed  without  delay.  Such 
precautionary  measures,  though  they  may  avail  little  in  questions 
with  creditors,  will  be  found  of  great  use  to  determine  any  disputes 
that  may  arise  among  the  partners  themselves  when  the  concern  is 
dissolved  (a). 


(a)  Minto  v.  Kirkpatrick,  23  May  1833,  11  S.  632;  Eiring  v.  Chrichton. 
1827,  4  Mur.  184. 
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When  these  or  similar  measures  have  not  been  adopted,  it  often  General  rules. 
becomes  extremely  difficult  to  determine  what  is  company  property 
and  what  is  separate  estate:  and  no  absolute  rule  can  be  laid 
down  for  the  decision  of  such  questions,  for  they  fall  to  be  deter- 
mined by  reference  to  the  whole  circumstances  of  each  individual 
case.  The  following  general  principles  may,  however,  be  found 
useful  as  practical  guides : — 

1.  When  the  question  as  to  what  is  company  property  and  what 
is  separate  estate  arises  between  the  partners  themselves,  inquiry 
should  first  be  made  into  what  was  arranged  at  the  formation  of 
the  concern,  and  what  arrangements,  if  any,  were  subsequently 
agreed  upon  during  the  continuance  of  the  partnership. 

2.  When  no  definite  arrangements  can  be  established,  or  when 
the  question  arises  between  the  company  and  strangers,  inquiry 
should  be  directed  to  the  following  points :  For  what  purpose  the 
property  in  dispute  was  acquired ;  what  use  was  made  of  it ;  whence 
it  came ;  and  by  whose  money  it  was  purchased  (a). 

We  shall  now  examine  the  practical  application  of  these  prin- 
ciples somewhat  in  detail. 

As  every  partner  is  the  implied  agent  of  the  company,  it  is  a  Property  got 
general  rule  that  personal  property  acquired  by  him  in  name  of  Dame. 
the  company  becomes  ipso  facto  company  property,  even  though  it 
should  have  been  paid  for  by  the  partner  with  his  own  money  (b). 
If,  however,  a  partner,  within  sixty  days  of  his  bankruptcy,  were 
to  resort  to  a  transaction  of  this  kind  with  the  view  of  defeating  the 
claims  of  his  creditors,  or  of  conferring  a  preference  on  the  com- 
pany, it  would,  it  is  thought,  be  challengeable  at  the  instance  of  any 
one  having  interest. 

£  canversOj  property  acquired  by  a  partner  in  his  own  name,  Property  ^ot 
wiU  be  presumed  to  have  been  acquired  for  the  company,  if  it  has  name. 
been  paid  for  out  of  the  company  funds  (c).     This,  however,  is 
only  a  presumption  in  law,  though  a  strong  one,  and  it  may  accord- 
ingly be  rebutted  by  counter  evidence ;  as,  e.g.j  if  it  can  be  shown 

(a)  See  Allan  v.  Allan's  Trs,,  1837,  (c)  Ersk.  iii.  3, 20;  Wallace  and  Co,, 
16  S.  1058 ;  Bruce  v.  Ogilvie,  1813,  1  supra ;  Smith,  5  Vesey  193 ;  Robley  y, 
Dow  88,  and  6  Paten's  App.  706.             Brooke,  7  Bli.  90;  Morris  v.  Barrett,  3 

(b)  Wallace  and  Co.  v.  Campbell,  Y.  andJ.  384 ;  Forster  v.  Hale,  5  Ves. 
1821,  1  S.  56  ;  1824,  House  of  Lords,  308 ;  ex  parte  Connell,  3  Deac.  201 ; 
2  Sh.  App.  467.  ex  parU  Hinds,  3  De  G.  and  S.  613- 
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that  the  price  was  advanced  bj  the  company  in  loan,  or  in  satisfac- 
tion of  a  debt  due  by  it  to  the  partner  (a). 

Even  property  acquired  by  a  partner  in  his  own  name,  and  with 
his  own  means,  if  it  be  a  beneficial  acquisition  for  the  company, 
and  in  its  line  of  business,  wUl  be  held  to  have  been  acquired  for, 
and  may  be  claimed  by,  the  company  {h). 

When,  however,  the  acquisition  is  made  in  name  of  the  indivi- 
dual partner,  and  not  in  that  of  the  company,  the  property  does  not 
ipso  facto  vest  in  the  company,  or  in  the  whole  partners  jointly  as 
trustees  for  the  concern,  but  in  the  purchasing  partner,  who  holds 
it  in  trust  for  the  company.  If,  therefore,  the  partner  sells  the 
acquisition  before  the  company  has  made  good  its  claim,  the  pur- 
chaser is  safe  from  challenge,  and  the  company  has  only  a  claim  of 
damage  against  the  partner  for  his  malversation  (c). 

In  a  question  inter  sociosy  it  does  not  seem  to  make  any  di£Fer- 
ence  whether  the  right  acquired  be  personal  or  real,  or  even  feudal, 
and  the  purchasing  partner  have  been  duly  seised  therein.  If  it 
be  a  right  in  the  company's  line  of  business,  and  plainly  beneficial 
for  the  concern,  it  may  be  claimed  by  the  company  (d). 

An  exception  to  the  principles  here  laid  down  has  hitherto 
obtained  in  the  case  of  property  in  ships.  From  peculiarities  in  the 
Ship  Registration  Acts,  it  has  been  uniformly  held,  both  in  this 
country  and  in  England,  that  unless  the  vessels  appear  in  the 
register  as  company  property,  it  is  incompetent  to  prove  them  to  be 
so,  even  though  it  could  be  shown  that  they  were  useful  in  the 
company's  line  of  trade,  had  been  bought  with  its  money,  and  had 
even  been  used  as  company  property  («).  How  far  the  provisions 
of  the  present  Shipping  Act,  17  and  18  Vict.  c.  104,  may  allow 
other  principles  to  come  into  play,  has  not  yet  been  determined. 

It  is  held  in  England,  that  whatever  property  a  partner  may 
acquire  in  consequence  of  his  connection  with  the  firm,  and  which, 
but  for  his  want  of  good  faith,  would  have  been  acquired  for  the 


(a)  Smith  v.  Smith,  5  Ves.  193. 

(6)  InglisY,  Austine,  1624,  M.  14662 ; 
Erak.  iii.  3,  20 ;  Campbell  v.  Calder 
Iron  Co.,  11  Dec.  1805,  1  BelVs  Com. 
82,  n.  3 ;  1  Hunter  on  Land,  and  Ten. 
207. 

(r)  Erek.  iu.  3,  20. 


(rf)  Minto  V.  Kirlcpatricky  1838, 11 
S.  632. 

{e)  Macarthur  v.  M'Brair,  1844,  6 
D.  1174;  Ord  v.  Barton,  1846,  %J>. 
1011 ;  CuHis  V.  Perry,  6  Vea.  739; 
ex  parte  Houghton,  17  Ves.  251. 
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firm,  mast  be  treated  in  equity  as  company  property  (a).  It  would 
appear,  however,  that  if  the  acquisition  is  unconnected  with  the 
company's  line  of  business,  or  that,  if  so  connected,  it  has  been  con- 
ceded to  him  by  third  parties  for  his  own  benefit  solely,  he  will  be 
allowed  to  retain  it  as  separate  estate  (b). 

No  case  exactly  raising  these  questions  appears  to  have  occurred 
in  Scotland ;  but  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  principles  above 
stated  would  be  given  effect  to  by  our  tribunals,  as  they  arise  out  of 
the  very  nature  of  the  partnership  contract,  and  are  in  close  analogy 
with  other  principles  that  have  been  acted  upon  in  our  system  (c). 

If,  after  dissolution,  but  before  winding  up,  a  partner  continues  Acquisitions 

.         .!_      1.      •  1?   ^1  1  •  X      after  difisolu- 

to  carry  on  the  busmess  of  the  concern,  and  acquires  property  tion. 
thereby,  such  property  does  not,  in  the  absence  of  fraud,  fall  under 
the  partnership  estate  (d).  And  even  where  profits  were  realized 
from  the  use  of  what  was  undoubtedly  partnership  property,  they 
were  not,  in  die  circumstances  supposed,  held  to  belong  to  the  com- 
pany assets  (e).  The  case  would  be  different  if  the  surviving  or 
continuing  partner,  and  the  representatives  of  his  late  partners, 
stood  to  each  other  in  the  relation  of  trustee  and  beneficiaries  (/). 

It  must  be  observed,  however,  that  while  the  fact  of  any  kind  Use  of  property 
of  property  having  been  used  for  partnership  purposes  is  a  strong 
presumption  in  favour  of  its  being  company  estate,  this  is  by  no 
means  conclusive  evidence  of  such  a  proposition.  The  property 
may  in  truth  belong  to  one  of  the  partners,  who  may  only  have 
given  the  use  of  it  to  the  company  during  the  continuance  of  the 
partnership,  or  for  a  specific  period.  In  other  words,  the  partner 
may  have  contributed  the  use  or  proceeds  of  the  property,  not  the 
property  itself.     This  is  a  case  of  daily  occurrence  (g). 

(a)  Featkersianehaugh,  17  Ves.  298  ;  (/)  Cochrane  v.   Blacky  1855,  17 

Cltmenis  v.  BaU,  2  De  G.  and  J.  173.  D.  321. 

(6)  Campbell  t.  Mvllet,  2  Swanston  (jg)  Cox  v.  Stead,  1833,  US.  672, 

551.  aff.  1834,  7  W.  and  S.  497  ;  Smith  v. 

(c)  See  Ersk.  iii.  3,  20 ;  Campbell  Watson,  2  B.  and  G.  401,  and  3  Roes 
V.  Colder^  1805,  1  Bell'a  Com.  82,  n.  Lead.  Ca.  442 ;  Meyer  v.  Sharp,  6 
3 ;  Gibson  v.  Stewart,  1835, 14  S.  166,  Taunt.  74;  ex  parte  Hamper,  17  Ves. 
1  Rob.  App.  260.  See  alao  chap,  on  404 ;  Wedderbuni's  case,  4  My.  and 
Powera  of  Partners,  and  Pothier  de  Cr.  41 ;  compare  with  Beid  and  Hoi- 
Soc.  N.  123.  lingshed,  4  B.  and  G.  867.    See  Sime 

(d)  Minto  V.  Kirkpatrick,  1833,  11  v.  Balfour,  1804,  M.  App.  Her.  and 
S.  632.  Mov.  8  ;  House  of  Lords,  1811,  5  Pat. 

(e)  Same  case.     See  Lindley  549.  525. 
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[Book  11, 


Separate  estate 
vested  pro 
indiviso. 


IVtlson  V. 
Threshit. 


Campbell 
V.  Caldtr. 


Further,  property  may  be  vested  in  the  individaal  partners  pro 
indivisoy  and  yet  such  property  may  be  separate  and  not  company 
estate.  The  following  case  is  a  good  illustration  of  the  principle 
here  stated. 

Two  partners  of  a  fishcuring  concern  were  pro  indiviso  pro- 
prietors of  the  buildings  in  which  it  was  carried  on.    On  the  bank- 
ruptcy of  one  of  them,  his  trustee  claimed  half  of  the  house 
property  as  the  separate  estate  of  the  bankrupt.     In  an  action  o! 
declarator  at  the  instance  of  the  other  partner,  to  have  it  found 
that  the  whole  was  company  property,  it  came  out  in  evidence,  that 
there  had  been  originsdly  another  partner,  who  had  retired  from  the 
firm ;  that  this  partner  had  made  the  offer  for  the  property  for 
behoof  of  the  company,  and  had  then  stated  that  he  intended  to 
retire;  and  that  the  property  had  been  fitted  up  and  used  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  company.     But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  proved  that 
the  partners  were  not  bound  to  each  other  for  any  specific  period; 
that  though  the  partner  who  retired  had  remained  in  the  concern 
for  a  year  after  the  property  was  acquired,  yet  that  the  titles  were 
taken  to  the  other  two  partners  pro  indivisoy  and  to  their  heirs  and 
assignees,  without  mention  of  him  ;  and  that  the  partner  who  now 
contended  for  its  being  company  property  had  taken  infeftment 
pro  indivisoy  and  had  granted  a  heritable  security  over  it  for  his 
own  private  debt.     Upon  the  whole,  it  was  held  to  be  separate 
estate  (a). 

In  this  and  similar  cases,  the  property  is  held  by  the  partners 
not  as  partners,  but  as  joint-owners ;  and  what  they  contribute  to 
the  partnership  is  not  the  joint-property,  but  its  use  and  proceeds. 
For  illustration  of  the  working  of  this  principle,  reference  may  be 
made  with  advantage  to  the  English  cases  noticed  below  (b). 

It  must  be  observed,  however,  that  when  property  has  been 
plainly  acquired  for  company  purposes,  and  has  been  used  without 
objection  as  such,  the  mere  fact  that  it  stands  in  the  name  of  one 
of  the  partners  will  not  render  it  separate  estate.  Thus,  in  Campbell 
V.  Colder  Iron  Company  (c),  a  lease  was  entered  into  with  David 

(a)  Wilsmi  v.  Threshie,  1826,  4  S.  254 ;  Morris  v.  Barret^  3  Y.  and  J. 

866.    See  also  Jeffrey  v.   Crightons^  384 ;  Jackson^  9  Vea.  591. 
1821,  1  S.  137  ;  ^P  Vean  v.  AP  Vean,  (c)  1805,   1   Bell  on  Leas.  150,  1 

1804,  2  M*Ph.  1150.  Bell's  CJom.  82. 

{h)  Brown  v.    Oakshott^   24  Beav. 
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Moshet,  of  the  Calder  Ironworks,  for  himself  and  partners ;  but  the 
lease  was  granted  to  'David  Mushet  and  his  heirs,  secluding  assignees, 
legal  or  voluntary,  and  all  sub-tenants.'  On  the  bankruptcy  of  the 
company,  the  Court  found  that  the  lease  had  determined,  though 
Mashet  himself  was  not  bankrupt,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  truly 
gianted  to  the  company,  and  not  to  Mushet  as  a  private  individual. 

C0NVEB8ION  OP  COMPANY  PBOPERTT  INTO  SEPARATE  ESTATE. 

Whenever,  at  the  formation  of  a  company,  the  partners  make 
contribations  of  property  to  the  concern,  they  convert  their  separate 
estate  pro  tanto  into  company  property;  and  when,  at  its  dissolution, 
they  divide  the  common  stock  among  themselves,  or  each  receives 
back  his  original  contribution,  they  change  company  property  into 
separate  estate. 

The  same  conversion  takes  place  when  one  partner  retires  from 
the  concern,  and  receives  a  part  of  the  company  property ;  when 
the  company  transfers  to  one  of  its  partners,  by  sale  or  otherwise, 
what  previously  formed  part  of  the  joint-property ;  when  a  partner 
throws  into  the  common  stock  of  an  existing  company  that  which 
^as  previously  his  own ;  and  when  a  new  partner  is  introduced  and 
contributes  property. 

It  is  competent  both  to  the  partners  and  to  the  company  to 
make  such  conversions  at  will,  so  long  as  they  retain  the  full  con- 
trol of  their  respective  estates.  The  agreement  or  obligation  to 
make  such  conversion  may  be  proved  prout  de  jure^  except  in  the 
case  of  heritable  property,  where  written  evidence  is  required. 
The  actual  transfer,  however,  which  completes  the  conversion,  must, 
as  we  have  already  seen,  take  place  in  accordance  with  such 
solemnities  as  the  law  requires. 

In  England,  this  free  power  of  conversion  is  restrained  in  the  English  law. 
few  cases  only  where  creditors  have  a  lien  over  the  property ;  but 
in  this  country  it  ceases  whenever  the  estate  sought  to  be  converted 
b  laid  under  restraining  diligence.  And  a  partner  endeavouring 
to  convert  his  separate  estate  into  partnership  property,  in  fraud  of 
his  creditors^  would  come  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  1621, 
c.  18,  as  the  company  would  be  regarded  as  a  conjunct  and  confi- 
dent person.    At  least  this  would  be  the  case  in  private  partnerships. 

M 
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General  rules. 


See,  as  examples  of  the  conversion  of  company  property  into 
separate  estate,  the  cases  noted  below  (a). 

NATURE  OF  PARTNERSHIP  PROPERTY. 

The  partnership  property,  or  joint-stock,  is,  as  we  have  already 
seen,  held  by  all  the  partners  jointly  for  the  uses  of  the  company; 
and  one  of  the  consequences  of  this  is,  that  all  heritable  property 
belonging  to  the  company  is  moveable  quoad  succession,  for  the 
only  right,  in  it  which  any  partner  possesses  is  a  mere  jus  crediti 
This  rule  is  firmly  fixed  both  in  the  English  and  Scottish  systems 
of  law  (6). 

In  applying  this  rule,  however,  great  care  must  be  taken  to 
distinguish  between  company  prc^rty  and  separate  estate.  To  the 
former  only  is  the  rule  applicable. 

After  what  has  been  already  stated  as  to  the  distinction  between 
company  property  and  separate  estate,  it  is  unnecessary  to  do  more  in 
considering  this  part  of  the  subject  than  to  state  the  following  roles:— 

1.  Property,  in  its  nature  heritable,  will  be  deemed  moveable, 
and  descend  to  the  executors  of  partners,  when  it  was  acquired 
simply  for  partnership  purposes,  was  intended  to  be  thrown  into  the 
common  stock  in  its  entirety,  and  not  merely  for  its  temporary  use, 
or  was  purchased  with  company  funds,  though  for  a  temporary 
purpose  only  (c). 

2.  Property,  in  its  nature  heritable,  is  considered  unconverted 
realty,  and  descends  to  the  heirs  of  partners,  if  it  has  been  acquired  as 
separate  estate  by  a  partner,  or  by  two  or  more  of  them  as  co-owners, 
and  its  usufruct  only  has  been  contributed  for  company  purposes  (cf )• 


(a)  Bayne  v.  Ferguson^  1817,  6  Dow 
161 ;  Cunningham  v.  Warner^  1824, 
2  S.  App.  226 ;  M"  Cowan,  1862,  14  D. 
901. 

{h)  2  Bellas  Com.  613 ;  Lindley  666. 

(c)  Compare  Sim  v.  Balfour  and 
Others,  1804,  M.  App.  voce  Her.  and 
Mov.  No.  8,  H.  of  L.  1811,  6  Pat. 
App.  626 ;  Corse's  case,  1802, 13  F.  C. 
162,  M.  App.  V,  Her.  and  Mot.  No. 
2  ;  Murray  v.  Murray,  1806,  ibid.  No. 
4 ;  Minto  v.  Kirkpatrick,  1838,  11  S. 


632 ;  Irvine  v-  Irvine^  1861,  13  D. 
1367.  The  following  English  caws 
may  also  be  referred  to :  Bell  v.  i*^' 
7  Ves.  463 ;  Randall,  7  Sim.  271 ; 
Cookson,  8  Sim.  629 ;  BipleyY,  Wattr- 
worth,  7  VeB.  425  ;  Darby,  3  Drew 
496  ;  and  K^x,  20  Beav.  442. 

(</)  Compare  the  Scotch  cases  noted 
supra,  with  the  English  cases,  Ba^- 
main  v.  Shore,  9  V«.  500 ;  Rowl^  v. 
Adams,  7  Beav.  648;  and  Phiiliif^ 
Bisset  on  Partnership,  p.  60. 
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PROPERTY  HELD  BY  CORPORATIONS. 

Corporations,  being  proper  persons,  are  entitled  to  hold  pro-  Corporations 

111.,  may  hold  pro- 

perly, whether  heritable  or  moveable,  real  or  personal,  directly;  perty directly. 

and  do  not  require  the  intervention  either  of  their  members  or  of 
other  persons  as  trustees  for  their  behoof.  The  titles  to  heritable 
property  may  therefore  be  taken  to  the  corporation  in  its  corporate 
name,  and  the  feudal  right  may  be  perfected  by  sasine  or  regis- 
tration in  like  manner  (a). 

Yet,  inasmuch  as  corporations  never  die,  being  possessed  of  TnuBtees 
endless  endurance,  the  casualty  of  relief  due  at  the  entry  of  an  necessaxy. 
heir  can  never  arise,  where  the  vassal  is  an  artificial  person  of  this 
kind.    It  has  accordingly  been  fixed  by  a  tract  of  decisions,  that 
saperiors  cannot  be  compelled  to  give  an  entry  to  a  corporation 
imless  they  have  become  bound  to  do  so  by  special  stipulation  or 
compromise.     And  this  holds  good  even  in  the  case  of  adjudica- 
tions (().     To  obviate  this  difficulty,  it  has  accordingly  become 
common  to  adopt  a  device  originally  suggested  by  Lord  Stair  (c), 
and  to  take  the  title  in  trust  for  the  corporation  to  some  person  and 
his  heirs,  upon  whose  death  or  neglect  to  enter,  the  superior's  casual- 
ties may  arise  and  become  exigible.     This  device  has  no  doubt  the  Disadvantages 
merit  of  silencing  the  objections  of  superiors,  but  it  is  open  to  all 
the  disadvantages  usually  found  to  be  inseparable  from  the  compli- 
cated machinery  of  continuous  trusts,  and  it  should  therefore  never 
be  resorted  to  when  any  arrangement  can  be  made  with  the  superior 
by  which  an  entry  can  be  obtained  for  the  corporation  direct.    Nor, 
in  general,  need  any  great  difficulty  be  apprehended  in  bringing 
about  such  an  arrangement.    A  sum  of  money  sufficiently  large  to 
be  an  equivalent  for  the  casualties  may  be  agreed  upon  and  paid  at 
the  outset,  or  else  the  superior  may  be  got  to  accept  of  an  agreed- 
upon  sum  at  the  expiration  of  certain  fixed  terms  of  years  in  lieu 
of  the  legal  claims,  whose  periods  of  payment  depend  on  the  un- 
certain duration  of  human  life. 

(a)  Shaw's  Bdra  Princ.  s.  2178.  C.  132 ;  Sir  H.  Campbell,  1843,  6  D. 

(b)  2  Stair  3,  s.  41 ;  2  Ersk.  7,  b.  7 ;  1273 ;  Gardner,  1846, 7  D.  286 ;  Lear- 
/Tam^ton,  as  reversed,  1713,  Hob.  App.  month,  1854,  16  D.  580.  See  Earl  of 
172 ;  2  Bell's  111.  36 ;  HiU  v.  Mer-  Mansfield,  1829,  7  S.  642. 

chant  Company  of  Edin,,  1815,  18  F.  (c)  2  Stair  3,  a.  41. 
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Often 
unnecessary 


Statutory 
forms. 
Act  1845. 


Act  1862. 


There  is  great  reason,  however,  to  believe  that  conveyancers, 
from  being  in  the  habit  of  preparing  titles  to  land  for  unincor- 
porated associations,  which  can  only  hold  real  property  through 
the  intervention  of  trustees,  frequently  adopt  the  same  method 
in  the  case  of  proper  corporations,  and  take  the  titles  not  to  the 
corporation  itself  in  its  proper  name,  but  to  its  existing  officials 
and  their  successors  in  office  in  trust  for  its  behoof,  even  where 
such  a  course  is  neither  prescribed  in  the  incorporating  instru- 
ment nor  necessitated  by  the  objections  of  the  superior  (a).  Such 
a  practice  ought  never  to  be  adopted  when  it  can  be  avoided: 
it  is  not  only  complex  and  cumbrous  in  itself,  but  may,  in  some 
cases,  give  rise  to  questions  seriously  affecting  the  validity  of  the 
title. 

In  the  case  of  companies  incorporated  by  Act  of  Parliament  for 
carrying  out  public  undertakings,  the  proper  procedure  and  forms 
for  completing  the  company's  title  to  land  and  other  heritage  will 
be  found  in  the  ^  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  (Scotland)  Act'  (&), 
or  in  that  taken  in  connection  with  the  special  act  incorporating  the 
company.  These  provisions  will  be  fully  considered  at  a  future 
stage  of  the  treatise.  In  the  meantime  it  may  be  remarked,  that  the 
statutory  forms  and  mode  of  procedure  should  in  all  cases  where 
practicable  be  rigidly  adhered  to;  for,  though  triHing  deviations 
may  not  be  productive  of  serious  consequences,  nothing  short  of 
necessity  can  warrant  the  conveyancer  in  deviating  from  prescribed 
statutory  forms.  All  such  additions,  amplifications,  or  repetitions 
as  are  sometimes  introduced  in  majorem  cautelarriy  after  the  fashion 
of  the  ordinary  styles,  are  at  least  censurable  as  unmeaning  super- 
fluities, and  may  subsequently  produce  effects  or  minister  questions 
that  cannot  be  foreseen.  The  maxim  ^  superjlua  non  noeent^  is  a 
very  dangerous  guide  in  such  cases. 

Companies  formed  under  the  ^  Companies  Act,  1862,'  are  en- 
titled like  proper  corporations  to  hold  lands  in  the  corporate  name 
(sec.  18) ;  and  it  is  further  provided,  that  all  property,  real  and 
personal,  belonging  to  a  company  previously  existing,  but  after- 
wards registered  under  the  Act,  pass  to  and  vest  in  the  company  as 
a  corporation  as  soon  as  registration  takes  place  (sec.  193).    Of 

(a)  Sir  H,  Campbell,  1848,  6  D.  1278. 
(h)  8  Vict.  c.  19  (1845). 


CHAP.  Vn.]      PROPERTY  HELD  BY  CORPORATIONS.  181 

course  this  does  not  affect  the  mode^  tenure,  or  the  form,  as  by 
trustees,  etc.,  in  which  the  lands  maj  have  previously  been  held. 

The  amount  of  land  which  may  be  held  by  incorporated  com-  Limitatione  as 

,  ,  to  amount  of 

panics  is  often  specified  in  the  charter  or  special  act.  This  is  always  lancL 
the  case  with  companies  formed  under  the  Companies  Clauses  Act, 
1845.  The  Act  of  1862  makes  no  restriction  of  this  kind  in  regard 
to  companies  formed  for  mercantile  gain ;  but  it  provides  that  no 
company  formed  under  the  Act  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  art, 
science,  religion,  charity,  or  other  such  objects  not  involving  the 
acquisition  of  gain,  shall,  without  the  sanction  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  hold  more  than  two  acres  of  land  (sec.  21). 
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CHAPTER   VIII. 

DUTIES  OF  PARTNERS  TOWARDS  THE  COMPANY  AND 

EACH  OTHER. 


Exuberant 
trust  in  part- 
nership. 


No  claim 
beyond  nhare 
of  profits. 


Partnership  is  a  contract  of  exuberant  trust  (a),  and  therefore 
the  law  expects  and  requires  that  the  conduct  of  the  partners 
towards  each  other  shall  be  characterized  by  the  most  scrupulous 
good  faith,  that  they  shall  zealously  act  and  co-operate  for  the 
common  good,  and  that  they  shall  not  place  their  individual  in- 
terests before  those  of  the  company. 

In  conformity  with  these  principles,  it  is  settled  law  that  a  part- 
ner can  make  no  claim  beyond  his  share  of  profit,  whether  in  the 
name  of  salary,  commission,  or  otherwise,  on  account  of  his  trouble 
in  conducting  the  partnership  business,  or  for  his  services  in  behalf  of 
the  company;  for,  however  eminent  or  indispensable  these  may  have 
been,  they  are  no  more  than  what  it  was  his  duty  as  a  partner  to  do  (6). 
Nor  in  the  absence  of  special  stipulation  does  it  make  any  difiference 
that  the  claimant  was  put  to  an  unusual  amount  of  personal  trouble 
or  inconvenience  on  account  of  a  casits  improvisus  (c),  or  that  he  was 
a  managing  partner  (d),  or  that  the  services  were  of  a  purely  pro- 
fessional kind  (e).  The  same  principles  have  been  given  effect  to 
in  England  (/).  But  these  rules  do  not  apply  where  services  have 
been  rendered  in  carrying  on  the  business  of  the  firm  after  its  dis- 
solution (g) ;  for  such  services  are  then  no  longer  prestable  ex  cott-- 


(a)  In  societatis  oontractibus  fides 
exuberat,  Cod.  iv.  t.  3, 1.  7,  8. 

(b)  Brock  V.  Brawn^  Dec.  9,  1696» 
M.  14563  ;  Macwhirter  v.  Guthrie^  14 
Feb.  1822, 1  S.  295,  and  26  Jan.  1821, 
Hume  760.  See  also  Gibson  v.  Stewart, 
16  Dec.  1835,  14  S.  166,  1  Rob.  260. 

(c)  Campbell  v.  Beath,  3  May  1826, 
as  reversed  in  House  of  Lords,  2  W. 
and  S.  25. 


((/)  See  HamiUon  v.  Geddes,  1805, 4 
Pat.  App.  657. 

(e)  Duncan  v.  Union  Canal  Co,^  8 
Feb.  1831,  9  S.  398.  See  also  HmUer 
V.  Cochrane's  TV*.,  18  Feb.  1831,  9  S. 
477. 

(/)  Hutcheson  v.  Smith,  5  Irish  £q. 
117  ;  Whitle  v.  Macfarlane,  1  Knapp 
311 ;  Bentky  v.  Craven^  18  Beay.  75. 

((/)  Berry  v.  Lamb,  7  July  1882,  10 
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traetu  of  the  partnership,  and  may  therefore  be  charged  for.  When, 
however,  a  surviving  partner  carried  on  the  concern  as  ezecator  of 
his  deceased  partner,  he  was  held  in  England  entitled  to  no  rema- 
neratioD,  as  he  did  no  more  than  was  his  duty  as  executor  (a). 

It  is  always  competent  to  stipulate  that  a  partner  shall  be  en-  This  may  be 
titled  to  remuneration  over  and  above  his  share  of  profits ;  and  such  stipi^tionT 
stipulation,  when  proved,  will  be  effectual  (&). 

Another  consequence  of  the  exuberant  trust  inseparable  from  Partners  can- 
the  contract  of  partnership  may  be  stated  as  follows : — Partners,  for  private 
in  dealing  with  strangers,  cannot  stipulate  for  any  private  advan- 
tage at  the  expense  of  the  company,  which  shall  be  available  to 
them  in  a  question  with  the  company.     Whatever  a  partner  acquires 
with  the  company  funds  he  is  bound  to  communicate  to  the  com- 
pany, though  the  acquisition  has  been  made  in  his  own  name; 
and  even  when  he  purchases  with  his  own  money  and  in  his  own 
name,  a  right  which  is  in  the  company's  line  of  trade,  or  would 
be  for  it  a  beneficial  acquisition,  he  will  be  held  to  purchase,  not 
for  himself,  but  for  the  company  (c).     In  such  cases,  however,  the 
company  merely  acquires  a  jus  ad  rem  (d),  the  jus  in  re  remaining 
with  the  partner  who  made  the  purchase  in  his  own  name ;  or,  as  it 
is  expressed  in  England,  the  purchasing  partner  being  held  to  be  a 
trustee  for  the  benefit  of  the  copartnery  (e).   The  rules  here  referred 
to  have  been  repeatedly  enforced  and  illustrated  in  England.   Thus, 
in  the  well-known  case  of  Featheratonehatigh  v.  Fenwick  (/),  two^ 
partners  who  had  obtained  in  their  own  names  a  lease  of  the  partner- 
ship premises,  dissolved  the  copartnery,  and  sought  to  exclude  their 
copartners  from  all  interest  in  the  new  lease.    They  were,  however, 
found  to  be  merely  trustees  of  the  lease  for  behoof  of  the  firm  (g). 


S.  792 ;  Featherstonehaugh  v.  Turner^ 
25  Beav.  382;  Brown  y.  De  TasUt^  Jac. 
2U-J  Crawshay  v.  ColUns,  2  RusB. 
347,  3  Robs  Le.  Ca.  622. 

(a)  Burden  v.  Burden,  1  V.  and  B. 
172.  See  also  Stocken  v.  Dawson,  6 
Beav.  371. 

(h)  Macwhirtery,  Guthrie,  1822,1  S. 
295,  Hume  760 ;  Berry  v.  Lamb,  7  July 
1832,  10  S.  792.  See  per  Wigram, 
V.-C,  in  Webster  v.  Bray,  7  Ha.  179 ; 
<iOides  V.   Hamilton  {Glasgow   Glass 


Work  Co.),  1801,  aff.  1806,  4  Pat. 
App.  657. 

(c)  Enk.  iii.  3,  20 ;  IngUs  v.  Austine 
and  Others,  26  March  1624,  M.  14562. 
2  Bell's  Com.  614. 

(d)  Ersk.  ut  supra. 

(e)  See  Sir  Wil.  Grant's  (M.R.) 
statement  in  Featherstonehaugh  v. 
Fenwick.     See  Dig.  xvii.  t.  2. 

(/)  Featherstonehaugh  v.  Fenwick, 
17  Ves.  298. 
(g)  See  also  Alder  v.  Foiiracre,  3 
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Application 
of  rule  in 
England. 


Questionable 
if  this  be  law 
in  Scotland. 


In  England,  the  maxim,  in  societatis  contractibuB  fides  exuberaij 
has  received  a  still  more  extensive  application,  and  has  given  birth 
to  the  following  rule :  that  a  partner  shall  not  be  allowed  to  derive 
profit  from  any  dealings  between  himself  and  the  partnership,  unless 
such  right  have  been  conceded  to  him  bj  agreement.  Thus  it 
has  been  held  that  a  partner,  who  deals  in  a  certain  commodity, 
and  supplies  therewith  the  firm  of  which  he  is  a  member,  cannot 
make  the  ordinary  profit  of  his  trade  thereon,  but  must  supply  it 
at  wholesale  price,  or  at  the  price  at  which  he  obtained  it  (a).  It 
seems  also  to  be  an  established  rule,  that  a  partner  cannot  carry  on 
for  his  own  benefit  any  business  which  would  compete  with  that  of 
the  firm  of  which  he  is  a  member  (b). 

It  is  very  doubtful  how  far  these  rules,  as  applied  to  the  mem- 
bers of  private  partnerships — ^not  to  directors  in  public  companies- 
can  be  taken  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  law  of  Scotland.  A 
partnership  in  Scotland  possesses,  as  we  have  already  seen,  a  quasi 
persona  distinct  from  the  individuals  of  which  it  is  composed ;  and 
they  accordingly  may,  like  third  parties,  stand  to  it  in  the  relations 
of  debtors  and  creditors.  It  is  difficult,  therefore,  to  see  why  they 
should  not  be  able  to  act  and  transact  with  it  on  the  same  footing 
as  strangers,  and  why  contracts  entered  into  with  them  should  not 
be  equally  binding.  It  may  be  said  that  they  stand  to  each  other 
or  the  company  in  the  relation  of  trustees,  and  therefore  cannot 
make  profit  by  their  mutual  transactions.  But  it  must  be  observed 
that  they  are  trustees  only  quoad  the  funds  which  the  society  de 
facto  possesses,  not  as  regards  such  as  it  may  be  desirable  for  it  to 
possess,  but  which  it  does  not  yet  possess.  It  does  not  therefore 
appear  that  there  is  any  good  reason  to  hold  that,  according  to  the 
law  of  Scotland,  a  partner  may  not  supply  the  company  with  an 
article  of  which  it  stands  in  need,  on  the  same  terms  of  advantage 
to  himself  as  if  he  were  dealing  with  strangers. 

In  like  manner,  it  appears  foreign  to  the  genius  of  our  law  to 
maintain  that  a  man,  by  becoming  the  partner  of  a  firm,  must  be 
held  to  have  incapacitated  himself  from  carrying  on  any  business 
that  might  be  in  rivalry  with  the  business  of  the  firm.     The  firm 

Swa.  489 ;  Ckgg  v.  Fishwicky  1  M.  and         (&)  Lock  v.  Lynane^  4  Irish  €h.  188; 

G.  294 ;  Clements  v.  Hall,  24  Beav.  333.      Gkusington  v.  Tkwaites,  1  Sim.  and  St 

(a)  Bentley  v.  Craven,  18  Beav.  75.      124;  England  v.  Curling,  8  Beav.  129. 
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and  he  are  separate  persons ;  and  if  a  principle  such  as  this  were 
once  assented  to,  it  would  seem  to  follow  that  a  man  could  not  at 
one  and  the  same  time  be  a  member  of  two  separate  companies  in 
the  same  line  of  business, — a  doctrine  that  has  never  received  the 
sanction  of  the  courts  either  here  or  in  England. 

Of  course  the  case  is  very  different  where  a  partner  has,  in  his 
transactions  or  contracts  with  the  company,  been  guilty  of  fraudu- 
lent misrepresentation  or  concealment,  or  where,  taking  advantage 
of  his  connection  with  the  company,  he  has  fraudulently  secured 
advantages  for  a  rival  concern  carried  on  conjunctly  with  others  or 
started  on  his  own  account.  In  such  cases  the  transaction  cannot 
stand ;  not  in  respect  of  the  partnership  relation,  but  because  it  is 
vitiated  by  the  element  of  fraud. 

It  is  also  a  consequence  of  the  exuberant  trust  reposed  in  Partners  can- 

.  /■i*ti  ^  1  /"t     ^^^  ^^®  corn- 

partners,  in  virtue  of  which  they  are  regarded  as  trustees  of  the  pany  property 

partnership  property  for  the  benefit  and  uses  of  the  partnership,  purposes; 
that  they  cannot  employ  that  property  for  their  own  private  advan- 
tage. Thus  in  England  it  was  held,  that  where  the  master  of  a 
vessel,  who  was  part  owner  of  her  with  others,  traded  with  her  on 
his  own  account,  and  made  considerable  profits,  he  was  bound  to 
account  to  his  co-owners  for  their  share  of  such  profits  (a). 

In  like  manner,  it  would  appear  that  a  partner  cannot  render  nor  the 
the  influence  or  connection  which  he  acquires  by  being  a  member  ^nnection. 
of  the  firm,  a  means  of  securing  for  himself  advantages  which  he 
ought  in  honour  to  have  obtained  for  the  firm.  This  was  decided 
in  the  English  case  of  Russel  v.  Austwick  Q>)  ;  and  if  a  similar 
question  arose  in  Scotland,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the 
equitable  principle  here  mentioned  would  be  given  effect  to. 

It  is  a  consequence  of  the  trust  reposed  in  partners  by  each  Bound  to  give 
other,  that  they  are  bound  to  give  the  best  of  their  attention  and  attention  and 
skill  to  the  management  and  furtherance  of  the  company's  affairs.  ^ 
But  if,  from  defect  of  judgment,  or  want  of  sufficient  skill  or  pru- 
dence, they  fall  into  error  in  management,  they  are  not  liable  in 
the  consequences,  provided  they  have  managed  the  company's  affairs 
as  they  do  their  own  (c). 

(a)  Crardnery.  ^PCutcheon^  4  Beav.  (6)  1  Sim.  52. 

5S4.     See  also  Benson  v.  Heathoni^  1  (c)  Ersk.  iii.  3,  21.    See  Dig.  xvii. 

Y.  and  C.  C.  C.  326.  t.  2, 1.  52,  s.  2,  and  1.  72. 
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Will  of  the  AccoRDiNO  to  the  law  of  Scotland,  when  an  association  of  indi- 
viduals is  formed  for  the  purposes  of  mercantile  gain,  whether  it 
takes  the  form  of  a  private  firm,  a  common  law  company,  a  quati 
corporation,  or  a  fully  incorporated  body  politic,  a  fictitious  person 
is  brought  into  existence  for  the  prosecution  of  a  certain  under- 
taking, business,  or  line  of  trade.  To  enable  this  fictitious  person  to 
attain  the  ends  of  its  creation,  it  must  necessarily  be  endued  with  the 
attributes  of  willing  and  acting  within  the  sphere  of  its  prescribed 
operation.  During  the  term  of  its  subsistence,  therefore,  it  is  this 
fictitious  person,  and  not  the  units  of  which  it  is  composed,  that 
must  be  considered  as  willing  and  acting.  To  its  resolutions  the 
individual  wills  of  its  members  must  be  regarded  as  surrendered  or 
subordinated ;  and  it  is  bound  by  their  individual  acts  and  deeds 
only  in  so  far  as  these  are  in  accordance  with  its  volition,  express 
or  implied.  The  fact  that  it  transacts  with  the  public  by  the  inter- 
vention of  its  partners  or  officials,  does  not  in  the  least  degree 
detract  from  the  truth  of  this  proposition.  It  is  the  principal  of 
which  they  are  the  general  or  special  agents ;  and  its  will  is  as 
separate  and  distinct  from  theirs  as  the  will  of  a  merchant  is  dis- 
tinct from  that  of  his  clerks  and  assistants.  They  have  no  right 
to  bind  it  beyond  the  limits  of  their  agency:  when  they  do  so,  they 
are  liable  in  indemnity;  and  contracts  made  with  them  in  the  know- 
ledge that  they  are  exceeding  their  powers  are  mere  nullities. 

How  it  u  to  be  The  important  question  therefore  at  once  presents  itself,  How 
is  the  will  of  a  mercantile  association  to  be  ascertained  ? 

Limited  by  ^  answering  this  question,  the  first  consideration  which  arises 

action!^*'^  °^  is,  that  a  mercantile  association,  as  it  is  a  fictitious  person,  cannot 
be  conceived  of  as  possessing  any  power  of  volition  at  all  beyond 
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the  purposes  for  the  prosecation  of  which  it  was  formed.  Outside 
this  sphere  the  members  no  longer  cohere  as  an  aggregation,  but 
their  individuality  at  once  reappears.  At  the  outset  they  agreed 
to  be  bound  together  for  a  definite  purpose  only  ;  apart  from  this 
purpose,  they  were  to  remain  free  and  independent  of  each  other  as 
before.  Hence  it  follows,  that  in  the  instrument  of  formation,  and  in 
that  alone,  the  purposes  of  the  association  and  the  limits  of  its  sphere 
of  action  are  to  be  found.  That  was  the  basis  of  the  contract;  that 
the  matrix  in  which  the  person  of  the  association  was  cast. 

In  the  case  of  incorporated  associations  this  principle  comes  out 
in  bold  relief.  There,  as  public  authority  presided  at  the  creation 
of  the  association,  it  has  never  been  doubted  that  any  alteration  of 
the  sphere  of  its  action  could  only  be  made  by  the  creation  of  a 
new  corporation,  which  might  or  might  not  be  required  to  take  up 
the  obligations  of  the  old.  But  even  in  the  case  of  unincorporated 
firms  and  companies,  the  same  principle  exists  when  the  matter  is 
properly  examined  into.  Here,  when  a  change  in  the  purposes  of 
association  is  made,  it  does  not  seem  theoretically  correct  to  say 
that  the  old  company  has  been  modified,  but  rather  that  a  new 
fictitious  person  has  been  formed,  which  has  taken  up  the  rights 
and  obligations  of  its  predecessor  (a). 

But  while  it  is  thus  evident,  on  the  one  hand,  that  the  fictitious  Unlimited 
person  of  a  mei'cantile  association  can  only  exercise  powers  of  voli-  inhere.  *^*^ 
tion  within  the  sphere  of  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  brought 
into  existence,  it  seems  equally  clear,  on  the  other,  that  within  this 
sphere  these  powers  of  volition  are  limited  only  by  the  common 
law.  It  cannot  be  presumed  that  men  will  associate  for  the  prose- 
cation  of  an  undertaking,  and  at  the  same  time  set  obstacles  in  the 
way  pf  its  successful  accomplishment.  Limits  of  this  kind  may 
mdeed  be  set  by  the  promoters,  or  by  the  public  authority  by  which 
incorporation  is  conferred ;  but  if  this  be  so,  they  must  be  very 
distinctly  specified  in  the  instrument  of  formation. 

A  mercantile  association  having  thus  free  volition  within  the  Finds  ex- 
sphere  of  its  prescribed  purpose,  the  next  inquiry  is.  How  is  this  SajNoriUesr 
volition  manifested  ?     The  general  answer  is,  by  majorities.     The 
reason  of  this  is  apparent  from  the  consideration  that  no  other 
method  would  give  effect  to  the  principle,  that  every  member  is 

(a)  See  Miller  v.  Thorhurn^  1861,  23  D.  359. 
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Majorities  of 
dififerent  kinds. 


Rule  of  majo- 
rities cannot 


entitled  at  common  law  to  have  a  voice  in  the  administration  and 
management, — a  principle  not  only  necessaxy  to  prevent  abases,  but 
plainly  deducible  from  the  mere  fact  of  voluntary  association,  since 
it  cannot  m  dubio  be  supposed  that  men  would  agree  to  combined 
action  on  any  other  terms  (a). 

It  must  be  observed,  however,  that  this  principle  may  find 
expression  in  other  modes  than  that  of  majorities  computed  by  the 
mere  number  of  individual  members.  It  may  within  certain  limits 
have  regard  to  the  value  as  well  as  to  the  number  of  votes ;  that  is 
to  say,  it  may  look  not  only  to  the  number  of  the  individuals  voting, 
but  also  to  the  value  of  the  interest  they  respectively  hold  in  the 
concern.  Thus,  in  companies  with  a  capital  divided  into  shares,  or 
formed  into  consolidated  stock,  majorities  are  generally  computed 
by  reference  not  merely  to  the  individual  members,  but  in  a  greater 
or  less  degree  to  the  number  of  shares  or  the  amount  of  stock  of 
which  they  are  respectively  possessed. 

Private  partnerships  are  sometimes  formed  with  the  express 
Kj^efiSnated.  Stipulation  that  some  of  the  partners  only  shall  be  entitled  to  share 
in  the  active  management ;  and  it  might  be  thought  at  first  sight, 
that  such  cases  formed  exceptions  to  the  rule  we  are  now  consider- 
ing. This,  however,  would  be  a  great  mist^ike.  Stipulations  of  this 
kind  refer  to  the  executive  management,  or  to  agency  as  regards 
the  public  only,  and  will  not  be  interpreted  so  as  to  deprive  any 
member  of  a  voice  in  the  internal  administration,  and  thus  to  defeat 
the  principle  of  government  by  majorities. 

The  principles  we  have  now  been  endeavouring  to  explain  are 
by  no  means  peculiar  to  the  law  of  Scotland ;  but  inasmuch  as  they 
arise  out  of  the  very  nature  of  the  partnership  relation,  they  will 
be  found  permeating  the  English  system  quite  as  much  as  our  own. 
In  the  law  of  England,  as  we  shall  afterwards  see,  they  have  been 
long  since  settled  and  elaborated  into  a  distinct  system  when  applied 
to  corporations ;  and  they  have  also  been  in  substance  applied  to 
unincorporated  associations,  though,  from  the  non-recognition  of 
the  qucm  person  of  the  firm,  they  cannot  always  be  referred  to  any 
very  consistent  theory.  In  the  law  of  Scotland,  which  recognises 
the  qttasi  person  of  a  firm  as  well  as  the  proper  person  of  a  corpo- 

(a)  Mason,  17 i7,UAS7l;  Macnab,      M.   Ap.   Burgh  Pro.   17;   aff.  1810, 
1803,  M.  Ap.  App.  2 ;  Meiklejolin,  1805,      6  Pat.  App.  298. 


English  and 
Scotch  law. 


Chap.  IX.]  POWERS  OF  MAJORITIES.  189 

ration,  the  principles  in  question  receive  full  effect,  and  are  capable 
of  being  expressed  in  all  cases  with  more  theoretical  accuracy  than 
in  the  English  system. 

The  practical  consequences  of  the  principles  under  discussion  General  rules, 
may,  it  is  thought,  be  summed  up  in  the  five  following  propositions, 
in  examining  which  seriatim  the  authorities  both  in  English  and 
Scotch  law  will  be  brought  under  notice : — 

1.  Where  the  instrument  of  formation  has  not  otherwise  pro- 
vided, the  will  of  the  majority  is  the  will  of  the  company  in  all 
matters  within  the  sphere  of  its  operations. 

2.  The  will  of  the  majority  is  not  the  will  of  the  company  to  any 
effect  beyond  or  in  opposition  to  the  purposes  of  its  formation,  and 
does  not  in  such  cases  bind  a  dissenting  minority,  however  small. 

3.  When  the  members  are  equally  divided,  the  will  of  the  com- 
pany is  presumed  to  be  in  favour  of  the  existing  state  of  matters, 
which  consequently  remains  unaltered. 

4.  The  will  of  a  majority  is  only  the  will  of  the  company  when 
all  the  members  have  voted,  or  have  had  it  in  their  power  to  vote, 
and  when  a  bona  fide  opinion  has  been  given  after  due  consideration. 

5.  When  in  the  instrument  of  formation  rules  have  been  pre- 
scribed for  ascertaining  the  will  of  the  company,  it  can  only  be 
declared  by  resolutions  in  the  passing  of  which  these  rules  have 
been  observed. 

The  above  propositions  have  long  been  held  as  settled  law  in 
England  in  the  case  of  corporations,  in  which  the  fictitious  person 
is  folly  recognised  (a).  They  have  since  been  applied  to  unincor- 
porated associations,  though  in  these  the  law  of  England  does  not 
recognise  the  quctsi  persona.  And  they  are  still  more  in  accordance 
with  the  theory  of  Scotch  law  which  recognises  not  only  a  person 
in  corporations,  but  a  quasi  person  in  common  law  companies  and 
firms. 

It  will  now  be  necessary  to  examine  these  propositions  somewhat 
in  detail. 

1.  Where  the  instrument  of  formation  has  not  otherwise  pro-  Fint  mie. 
vided,  the  will  of  the  majority  is  the  will  of  the  company  in  all 
matters  within  the  sphere  of  its  operations. 

This  rule  applies  in  all  cases  where,  from  the  nature  of  the  con- 
(a)  See  Grant  on  Corporations,  pp.  60  et  seq. 
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tract,  the  company  is  vested  with  a  discretionary  power,  and  where 
its  exercise  is  not  entrusted  to  certain  individuals  other  than  the 
majority  (a).  Thus,  where  the  company  was  plainly  intended  to 
have  the  power  of  borrowing  money,  the  majority  was  found  en- 
titled to  do  so  against  the  wishes  of  a  minority  (b). 

When,  again,  a  single  partner  opposed  a  sale  of  company  lands 
which  was  about  to  be  made  by  the  directors  with  concurrence  of  a 
majority  of  the  shareholders,  he  was  found  not  entitled  to  interfere, 
the  Court  holding  that  from  the  nature  of  the  contract  this  power 
must  have  been  conferred  on  the  company  (c). 

So  also  the  majority  have  power  to  dissolve  an  unincorporated 
company,  when  they  consider  it  likely  to  prove  abortive,  against  the 
wishes  of  a  minority  (d). 

And,  in  like  manner,  a  majority  has  been  found  entitled  to  assign 
the  company  property  to  trustees  for  sale,  and  distribution  amongst 
the  company  creditors  (e). 

It  has  even  been  held  in  England,  that  a  majority  may,  contrary 
to  the  desire  of  a  minority,  make  a  division  of  profits  before  paying 
an  outstanding  debt  (/). 

As  illustrative  of  the  principle  that  the  will  of  the  majori^  is 
the  will  of  the  company  when  acting  within  the  sphere  of  the  origi- 
nal contract,  reference  may  be  made  with  advantage  to  the  case  of 
joint-stock  companies  incorporated  or  seeking  to  be  incorporated 
by  Act  of  Parliament.  In  such  cases,  the  parliamentary  contract 
or  the  special  act  is  held  to  contain  the  company's  constitution; 
and  the  will  of  the  majority  has  always  been  allowed  to  prevail 
where  it  was  exercised  within  the  purposes  for  which  the  associa* 
tion  was  created  (g). 


(a)  Story  on  Part.  s.  124 ;  Stair  i. 
16,  4 ;  Pothier  de  Soci^t^,  n.  71,  90. 
See  also  cases  of  directors  representing 
the  will  of  the  company. 

(b)  See  Bryon  v.  Metropolitan  Sa- 
loon Co,,  3  De  G.  and  J.  123 ;  Aus- 
tralian Aux.  Clipper  Co.,  4  K.  and  J. 
733. 

(c)  Fleming,  1845,  7  D.  935. 

\d)  Loffie  V.  6'orrfon '(1725),  M. 
14580;  Montgomery  (1791),  M.  14583 ; 
Kent  V.  Jackson,  14  Beav.  367. 


(e)  Lord  v.   Governor  and  Co.  of 
Copper  Mines,  2  Ph.  740. 

(/)  Stevens  v.  South  Devon  Ra.  Co., 
9  Ha.  313. 

(g)  See  Williamson  v.  North  BritiA 
Ra.  Co.,  1846,  9  D.  255 ;  Wedderhnni 
V.  Scottish  Central  Ra.  Co.,  1848, 10 
D.  1317 ;  National  Exchange  Ccmpaxff 
of  Glasgow,  1849,  11  D.  671;  Graham 
V.  North  British  Bank,  19  June  1849, 
11  D.  1165;  Blackburn  t.  Skmort, 
1851,  13  D.  1248. 
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2.  The  will  of  the  majority  is  not  the  will  of  the  company  to  Second  rule, 
any  effect  beyond  or  in  opposition  to  the  purposes  of  its  formation, 
and  does  not  in  such  cases  bind  a  dissenting  minority,  however 
small. 

In  cases  of  this  kind,  the  company  as  an  artificial  person  cannot 
be  said  to  have  any  volition  at  all,  because  they  lie  beyond  the 
sphere  of  action  for  which  it  was  created.    The  will  of  a  majority, 
however  large,  does  not  therefore  represent  the  will  of  the  company; 
for  ex  hypoihesi  it  has  no  will  to  represent.     This  has  also  been  long 
settled  in  the  law  of  England;  and  though  it  does  not  in  that  system 
rest  on  the  clear  principle  of  the  Scotch  law,  that  the  artificial  per- 
son of  the  company  cannot  will  or  act  beyond  the  sphere  for  which 
it  was  created,  it  is  supported  on  those  general  grounds  of  justice 
and  expediency  of  which,  taken  as  a  whole,  the  Scotch  doctrine  must 
be  regarded  as  the  artistic  embodiment.     In  England  each  partner 
is  entitled  to  say,  ^  I  became  a  partner  in  a  concern  formed  for  a 
definite  purpose,  and  upon  terms  which  were  agreed  upon  by  all  of 
as;  and  you  have  no  right  without  my  consent  to  engage  me  in  any 
other  concern,  or  hold  me  to  any  other  terms,  or  to  get  rid  of  me, 
if  I  decline  to  assent  to  a  variation  in  the  agreement  by  which  you 
are  bound  to  me  and  I  to  you'  {k). 

The  cases  of  Natuch  v.  Irving  (6),  and  Const  v.  Harris^  1824  (c), 
both  the  subject  of  elaborate  decisions  by  Lord  Eldon,  have  been 
always  regarded  as  the  leading  authorities  upon  this  question,  both 
in  England  and  in  this  country.  In  Natuch  v.  Living  it  was  pro- 
posed to  turn  a  Fire  and  Life  Insurance  Company  into  a  Marine 
Insurance  Company.  A  single  shareholder  objected,  and  the  com- 
pany offered  to  return  him  the  deposits  he  had  paid  on  his  share, 
with  interest.  He  declined  to  accede  to  this  proposal,  and  filed  his 
bill  for  an  injunction  to  restrain  the  directors  from  effecting  marine 
insurances,  and  the  injunction  was  granted. 

In  Const  V.  Harrisy  the  partners  of  a  theatrical  company,  eight 
in  number,  arranged  by  their  original  agreement  that  the  profits 
should  be  exclusively  appropriated  for  certain  special  purposes. 
Seven  of  the  eight  afterwards  resolved  that  the  profits  should  be 
applied  in  a  different  manner ;  the  eighth  partner  dissented,  and, 

(a)  Lindley  610.  (c)  Turn,  and  R.  496. 

(ft)  Gow  on  Part.  App.  39& 
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upon  his  filing  a  bill,  Lord  Eldon  gave  a  judgment  similar  to  that 
pronounced  in  the  preceding  case. 

In  the  case  of  Maxton  v.  Broton,  1839  (a),  a  joint-stock  com- 
pany had  been  formed  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  goods  and 
passengers  between  Great  Britain  and  Australia.  The  directors, 
with  the  implied  consent  of  a  majority  of  the  shareholders,  em- 
barked in  the  trade  of  taking  goods  on  commission  from  merchants 
in  Britain,  and  guaranteeing  the  sales  in  Australia.  In  an  action 
of  declarator  and  damages  at  the  instance  of  a  minority  of  the 
partners,  it  was  held  that  this  innovation  in  the  business  of  the 
company  was  incompetent,  inasmuch  as,  though  it  was  not  prohibited, 
it  was  not  contemplated  in  the  original  contract. 

Since  these  decisions  the  principle  seems  never  to  have  been 
disputed,  that  a  majority  cannot,  in  opposition  to  a  dissentient 
minority,  however  small,  do  anything  beyond  the  purposes  for 
which  the  company  was  constituted ;  and  though  many  decisions 
have  since  been  given,  both  in  this  country  and  in  England,  embody- 
ing this  principle  in  various  forms,  the  question  has  always  been 
whether,  in  the  particular  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  resolutions 
of  the  majority  were  or  were  not  within  the  limits  of  the  company 
contract. 

Thus,  in  Brown  v.  Sir  C.  Adam  (6),  interdict  was  granted  at 
the  instance  of  a  dissenting  minority  agdnst  a  majority  who  wished 
to  apply  deposits  on  shares  to  the  expenses  of  obtaining  a  special 
act  after  the  first  application  had  been  unsuccessful.  And  an  in- 
junction has  been  obtained  against  a  majority  who  sought  to  apply 
the  company  funds  for  the  purpose  of  altering  the  constitution  of  the 
company  by  a  new  act  (c),  against  a  majority  seeking  to  transfer  the 
company  business  and  property  to  another  company  ((2),  and  against 
a  majority  resolving  to  make  a  railway  in  a  different  locality  from 
that  for  which  the  company  was  formed  (e).  A  majorily  has  also 
been  restrained  from  making  presents  out  of  the  company  funds  to 

(a)  1  D.  367.  (d)  Winch  v.  Birkenhead  Ra.   Co., 

(6)  1848,  10  D.  744.  5  De  Gex  and  S.  562 ;  Salomons  v. 

(c)  Munt  V.  Shrewsbury  Ra,  Co,.,  Laing^  12  Beav.  377 ;  Newcastle  and 

13  Bear.  1 ;  Vance  v.  East  Lanca.  Ra.  Carlisle  Ra.  Co.,  5  E.  Jur.  K.  S.  1096. 

Co.,  3  K.  and  J.  50.    Compare  Black-  (e)  Simpson  v.  Dennison,  10  Ha.  51 ; 

hum  Y.  Stewart,  1851,  13  D.  1243 ;  Bagshaw  v.  Eastern  RaiL  Co.,  7  Ha, 

Bright  v.  North,  2  Ph.  216.  114. 
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directors  (a),  from  forfeiting  shares  (6),  from  making  bye-laws  (<?), 
from  reducing  the  capital  of  the  company  (d)y  and  from  purchasing 
stock  in  another  company  (e),  when  such  proceedings  were  contraiy 
to,  or  not  sanctioned  by^  the  provisions  of  the  original  contract,  or 
other  instrument  of  formation. 

In  the  case  of  Wilson  v.  Glasgow  and  South-Westem  Railioay  » 

Co.,  interdict  was  granted  at  the  instance  of  a  single  shareholder 
agamst  the  company  applying  any  sums  raised  by  the  issue  of 
new  shares  to  any  other  purpose  than  that  of  paying  off  the 
existing  statutory  debts,  until  they  should  be  reduced  to  the 
amount  which  the  company  was  entitled  to  continue  under  its 
special  acts  (/). 

In  all  these  and  many  similar  cases,  the  ratio  decidendi  was, 
that  the  majority  were  seeking  to  extend  their  sphere  of  action 
beyond  the  limits  within  which,  by  the  instrument  of  its  formation, 
the  company  was  entitled  to  act. 

It  might  at  first  sight  be  supposed,  that  when  all  the  partners  Power  of  one 

^  &  rr         7  ^  r  dissentient 

or  shareholders  were,  with  a  single  exception,  unanimous  in  a  member. 
resolve  to  change  the  nature  of  the  concern,  by  restricting,  extend- 
ing, or  altering  its  sphere  of  action,  they  would  be  entitled  to  get 
rid  of  the  opposition  of  the  dissenting  member  by  tendering  him 
the  value  of  his  interest  in  the  concern.  But  this  is  not  competent, 
except  when  the  copartnery  may  be  dissolved  at  the  will  of  any  one 
of  its  members ;  and  when  such  is  the  case,  the  change  can  only  be 
made  by  means  of  a  regular  dissolution,  with  all  its  attendant  results. 

The  following  extract  from  the  judgment  of  Lord  Eldon,  in  the 
case  of  Natuch  v.  Irting^  already  referred  to  (jr),  may  be  quoted, 
not  only  as  settling  this  question,  but  as  tending  to  show  that  the 
doctrine  of  the  separate  person  of  the  firm,  which  receives  such 
prominence  in  the  law  of  Scotland,  is  sometimes  tacitly  implied  even 
in  the  law  of  England  : — 

^  It  is  not  competent,  I  apprehend,  to  any  number  of  persons  in 
a  partnership  (unless  they  show  a  contract  rendering  it  competent 
to  them)  formed  for  specific  purposes,  if  they  propose  to  form  a 

(a)  York  and  N.  M.  Rail.  v.  Hud-  (e)  Balfour's  Trs.,  10  D.  1240.  Com- 

fon,  16  Beav.  486.  pare  also  Nat.  Ex.  Co.^  11  D.  671. 

{b)  Barton,  4  Drew  636.  (/)  1860,  13  D.  227. 

{c)AdUyY.WhitstapleCo.,l}ieT.107.  (g)   Gow  on  Part.   App.  398,  3d 

(d)  SniithY.Gold8worthy,4(i.B.4:30.  edition,  and  411,  2d  edition. 

N 
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partnership  for  very  different  purposes,  to  effect  that  formation  by 
calling  upon  some  of  their  partners  to  receive  their  subscribed 
capital  and  interest,  and  quit  the  concern ;  and  in  effect,  merely  by 
compelling  them  to  retire  upon  such  terms,  so  to  form  a  new  com- 
pany. This  would,  as  to  partnerships,  be  a  most  dangerous  doctrine. 
Wlien  a  partnership  is  dissolved  (even  where  it  can  be  in  a  sense 
dissolved  the  instant  after  notice  to  dissolve  has  been  given,  if  there 
be  no  contract  to  the  contrary),  it  must  still  continue  for  the  pur- 
pose of  winding  up  its  affairs,  of  taking  and  settling  all  its  accounts, 
and  converting  all  the  property,  means,  and  assets  of  the  partner- 
ship existing  at  the  time  of  dissolution,  as  beneficially  as  may  be, 
for  the  benefit  of  all  who  were  partners,  according  to  their  respec- 
tive shares  and  interests ;  and  the  other  partners  cannot  say  to  bim 
to  whom  they  have  given  an  offer  of  his  deposit  and  interest.  Take 
that,  and  we  are  a  new  company,  keeping  the  effects,  means,  assets, 
and  property  of  the  old,  as  the  property  of  the  new  partnership. 
The  company  will  indemnify  the  plaintiff  against  loss  by  its  trans- 
actions, already  had  or  hereafter  to  be  had,  not  for  the  specified 
purposes  of  the  institution.  But  the  right  of  a  partner  is  to  hold 
to  the  specified  purposes  his  partners  whilst  the  partnership  con- 
tinues, and  not  to  rest  upon  indemnities  with  respect  to  what  he  has 
not  contracted  to  engage  in.  A  dissatisfied  partner  may  sell  his 
shares  for  double  what  he  originally  gave  for  them.  But  he  cannot 
be  compelled  to  part  with  them  for  that  reason;  it  may  be  his 
principal  reason  for  keeping  them,  having  the  partnership  copceni 
carried  on  according  to  contract.  The  original  contract,  and  the 
loss  which  his  partners  would  suffer  by  a  dissolution,  is  his  secuntj 
that  it  shall  be  so  carried  on  for  him  and  them  beneficially,  and 
with  augmented  improvement  in  the  value  of  his  shares  and  their 
shares.' 
Third  rule.  3.  When  the  members  are  equally  divided,  the  will  of  the  com- 

pany is  presumed  to  be  in  favour  of  the  existing  state  of  mattery 
which  consequently  remains  unaltered. 

An  example  of  the  operation  of  this  rule  will  be  found  in  the 
English  case  of  Donaldson  v.  Williamson  (a),  1830.  There  it  was 
held  that  one  of  two  partners  could  not  dismiss  a  company  servant 
against  the  will  of  the  other.    In  this  respect,  the  Roman  law  was 

(n)  1  Cr.  and  M.  345. 
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the  same.  In  re  communi  neminem  daminorum  jure  facere  quicquam, 
invito  alterOy  posse.  Unde  manifestum  est  prohibendi  jus  esse ;  in  re 
enimparij  potiorem  causam  esse  prohibentis  constat  (a). 

It  may  be  observed,  however,  that  cases  of  this  kind  are  of  very 
rare  occurrence ;  for  in  the  general  case  the  proper  course  to  be 
pnrsned  will  be  found  indicated  either  expressly  or  ly  implication 
in  the  original  contract,  so  that  very  little  room  is  left  for  the 
exercise  of  discretion  within  the  limits  of  the  company's  sphere  of 
action ;  and  the  fact  that  a  partner  refuses  to  concur  in  acts  plainly 
necessary  for  ordinary  administration,  forms,  when  the  partnership 
is  for  a  term,  a  good  ground  for  applying  for  judicial  interference 
to  dissolve  and  wind  up  the  concern  (&). 

It  must  also  be  borne  in  mind,  that  where  any  antecedent 
obligation  has  been  undertaken  by  the  company,  the  will  of  that 
section  of  the  members  who  wish  to  fulfil  such  obligation  will  pre- 
vail against  the  wishes  of  an  equal  number  who  oppose,  and  will  be 
held  to  be  the  will  of  the  company ;  for  it  cannot  be  presumed  that 
a  company  any  more  than  an  individual  intends  to  escape  from  the 
performance  of  obligations  which  may  be  enforced  by  legal  pro- 
ceedings (c).  In  such  a  case  the  dictum  of  the  civilians  would  seem  to 
apply:  Sed  etsi  in  communi  prohiberi  sodus  a  socio  ne  quid/aciat 
potest^  ut  tamen  factum  opus  tollat  cogi  nan  potest^  si  cum  prohibere 
poterat  hoc  prcetermisit  (d). 

4.  The  will  of  the  majority  is  only  the  will  of  the  company,  fourth  role, 
when  all  the  members  have  voted,  or  have  had  it  in  their  power  to 
vote,  and  when  a  bona  fide  opinion  has  been  given  after  due  con- 
sideration. The  reason  of  this  is,  that  in  every  partnership,  whether 
it  is  expressed  or  not,  all  the  partners  are  bound  to  be  true  and 
faithful  to  each  other ;  and,  unless  the  contrary  has  been  arranged, 
are  not  only  entitled,  but  bound,  to  give  due  consideration  to  the 
common  affairs,  and  to  give  the  best  of  their  advice  and  judgment. 
Hence,  when  any  question  arises  as  to  company  management,  the 
proper  course  is  to  call  a  meeting  of  all  the  members,  or  otherwise 
to  enable  them  all  to  express  their  opinion  on  the  matter.    And 

(a)  Dig.  lib.  x.  tit.  8,  1.  28.    See         (5)  Butchart  v.  Dresser,  1853,  4  De 
also  Stpry  on  Part.  sec.  123 ;  Stair  i.      G.  M.  and  G.  M2. 
16,  4 ;  Bankt.  i.  22,  9.  (c)  Butchart  v.  Dresser,  supra, 

(d)  Dig.  1.  X.  t.  3, 1.  28. 
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hence  also  it  is  the  duty  of  every  partner  to  form  his  opinion  not 
only  on  a  full  consideration  of  the  matter  submitted  to  the  meet- 
ing, but  after  fairly  weighing  the  opinions  and  arguments  of  such 
of  his  copartners  as  may  be  disposed  to  entertain  views  differing 
from  his  own. 

As  consequences  of  these  principles,  it  may  be  observed  that  the 
resolutions  of  a  majority  will  not  be  deemed  those  of  the  company 
when  they  have  been  passed  in  pursuance  of  a  determinatioD  to 
thwart  the  views  of  the  minority  in  spite  of  all  that  could  be  urged 
to  the  contrary ;  and  resolutions  passed  at  a  meeting  where  all  the 
members  were  not  present  or  duly  warned  to  attend,  will  not  be 
validated  by  evidence  that,  though  all  had  been  present,  the  ma- 
jority would  still  have  been  in  favour  of  the  resolutions ;  for  if  the 
proceedings  had  been  conducted  regularly  and  in  bona  fide^  it  is 
impossible  to  tell  how  far  the  minority  might  by  argument  have 
changed  the  views  of  their  fellows  (a). 
Fifth  rule.  5.  When  in  the  instrument  of  formation  rules  have  been  pre- 

scribed for  ascertaining  the  will  of  the  company,  it  can  only  be 
declared  by  resolutions  in  the  passing  of  which  these  rules  have 
been  observed.  This  plainly  follows  from  the  consideration,  that 
as  the  company  owes  its  existence  to  the  vrill  of  its  members,  it  lay 
with  them  to  determine  at  its  formation  in  what  manner  its  will 
was  to  be  ascertained ;  and  that  the  rules  laid  down  in  the  instm- 
ment  of  formation  were  conditions  of  the  contract,  in  virtue  of 
which  the  members  agreed  to  form  themselves  into  an  associa- 
tion (6). 

(a)  See,  as  to  this,  Const  v.  Harris,      v.  Andrew,  13  E.  Jur.   988  ;   Stay 
1824,  Turn,  and  R.  518 ;   ex  parU      on  Part.  sec.  128. 
Morrison,  1847,  De  Gex  639 ;  Brown         (b)  See  Stoiy  on  Part.  sec.  125. 
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POWERS  OF  PARTNERS. 

Pbivate  partnerships  act  and  transact  with  the  public  or  their  own  Private  part- 
members  as  individuals;  but  being  artificial  persons,  their  inter-  and  transact  by 
course  is  carried  on  by  the  intervention  of  agents.     These  agents     «"'p*™*®"- 
are  the  partners.    In  England,  where  the  separate  persona  of  the  English  and 
firm  is  not  recognised,  the  individual  partners  are  regarded  as  the  theories  con- 
agents  of  each  other  in  matters  relating  to  the  common  under- 
taking.   Hence  it  follows,  that  whatever  is  done  by  the  individual 
partners  as  partners,  is  in  Scotland  said  to  be  done  by  them  as 
agents  for  the  company ;  but  in  England  as  agents  for  each  other. 
In  the  great  majority  of  cases  this  theoretical  difference  has  no  Practical 
practical  effect,  but  instances  do  occur  where  its  consequences  are 
discernible.     When  any  such  require  notice,  they  will  be  pointed 
out  in  the  course  of  this  inquiry. 

Since  the  partnership  acts  and  transacts  by  means  of  its  part-  Agency, 
ners,  the  law  which  regulates  the  powers  of  partners  must  be  taken 
to  be  a  branch  of  the  law  of  principal  and  agent, — a  proposition 
which  holds  true  not  only  in  Scotland,  but  in  every  other  country 
where  commercial  jurisprudence  has  assumed  a  systematic  form  (a). 

According  to  the  civilians,  the  partnership  contract  did  not  Civil  law. 
ip'^o  jure  invest  all  the  partners  with  the  power  of  agency ;  but  it 
was  restricted  to  those  of  their  number  upon  whom  it  was  specially 
conferred,  though  its  possession  by  the  others  might  be  infevred 
from  facts  and  circumstances  (6).     But  in  the  English,  Scottish, 

(«)  Pothier  Pand.  lib.  xvii.  t.  2,  art.  n.  96  ;  opinions  of  Lords  Cranworth 

l?6  to  29  ;  1  Domat.  B.  i.  t.  8,  a.  4,  art.  and  Wensleydale  in  Cox  v.  Flickman, 

IG ;  Dig.  lib.  xvii.  t.  2,  1,  68  ;  Story  8  House  of  Lords  Cases  306. 
^n  Part.  sec.  109;  Story  on  Agency,  (ft)  Pothier,  Domat.,  and  Dig.,  vt 

e.  124,  not«  (1) ;  Pothier,  (fc  Socicte^  antca. 
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American,  and  modem  French  systems  of  jurisprudence,  the  parU 
ners  are  held  to  be  prcepositi  negotiis  aocietatisj  without  any  express 
stipulation,  and  by  the  mere  fact  of  entering  into  the  partnership 
relation  (a). 
Agency  is  Agency  is  either  implied  or  express.    If  a  man  appoint  another 

implied.  his  agent  to  represent  him  in  some  line  of  trade,  all  such  powers  as 

are  necessary  to  carry  on  the  business  in  the  ordinary  way  are  pre- 
sumed to  be  conferred ;  and  the  public  are  safe  to  deal  with  the 
agent  within  that  sphere  of  action  as  if  he  were  the  principal.  Bat 
beyond  this  there  are  many  things  which  the  principal  may,  for 
reasons  of  his  own,  choose  to  do,  though  they  are  neither  necessary 
nor  usual  in  his  line  of  business.  As  to  these,  an  agent  has  no 
implied  powers,  and  the  public  are  only  in  safety  to  transact  with 
him  when  they  are  satisfied  that  he  has  express  authority  from  his 
principal  (6). 
Hence  powers  This  doctrine  of  agency  forms  part  of  the  law  of  partnership, 

either  im^ied^  and  divides  the  powers  of  partners  into  two  classes :  1.  Implied  or 
common  powers  ;  and  2.  Special  or  express  powers ; — the  former 
being  such  as  arise  out  of  the  mere  fact  of  partnership ;  the  latter 
being  such  as  are  specially  conferred  by  the  company.  In  the 
words  of  ]Mr  Justice  Story  (c),  ^  each  partner  may  enter  into  any 
contracts  or  engagements  on  behalf  of  the  firm,  in  the  ordinary 
trade  or  business  thereof ;  as,  e.g.y  by  buying  or  selling  or  pledg- 
ing goods,  or  by  paying  or  receiving  or  borrowing  monies,  or  by 
drawing  or  negotiating  or  indorsing  or  accepting  bills  of  exchange, 
promissory-notes,  and  cheques,  and  other  negotiable  securities,  or 
by  procuring  insurances  for  the  firm,  or  by  doing  any  other  acts 
which  are  incident  or  appropriate  to  such  trade  or  business,  accord- 
ing to  the  common  course  and  usages  thereof.  So  each  partner 
may  consign  goods  to  an  agent  or  factor  for  sale  on  account  of  the 
firm,  and  give  instructions  and  orders  relating  to  the  sale.' 

(a)  lindley  192 ;  Biflset  66 ;  Stair  i.  Hoome  and  Co,,  1834,  12  S.  810; 

16,  4 ;  Bankt.  i.  22,  6  et  seq, ;  Erak.  Hampton  v.  Adam,  1839,  1  D.  500 ; 

iii.  3,  25;   Story  on  Part.  ch.  vii. ;  Ferm  v.  Harrison,  1  Ross  Le.  C». 

Code   Civil,   Act  1859  ;  Pothier,  de  350,  3  T.  R.  757 ;  Whitehead  v.  Tw 

SocidU,  No.  90  to  No.  100 ;  Pothiep  on  kett,  15  East  399,  3  Ron  Le.  Ca.  \iO\ 

ObUg.  n.  83,  89.  RoUnsons  v.  MiddUUm,  1859,  21  D. 

(h)  Ratvson  and  Co.  v.  Johnstone,  1089. 

1833,  11  S.  1011 ;  Steel  and  Co.  v.  (c)  Part.  sec.  102. 
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In  considering,  therefore,  whether  any  given  power  is  imph'ed 
or  not,  the  real  question  is,  Whether  it  is  necessary  for  carrying  on 
the  business  of  the  firm,  whatever  that  may  be,  in  the  ordinary 
way,  and  in  ordinary  circumstances  ?  Hence  there  is  no  implied 
power  to  do  what,  though  not  necessary,  is  convenient  or  beneficial, 
or  what,  though  unusual,  may  be  defended  on  the  head  of  urgency. 
To  do  such  things  requires  the  authority  of  the  principal,  that  is,  in 
the  case  of  partnership,  of  the  whole  or  at  least  a  working  majority 
of  the  partners  (a). 

It  is  by  no  means  uncommon  for  the  members  of  a  firm  or  co-  Private 

''  airangemeDts. 

partnery  to^  make  a  private  arrangement  among  themselves,  whereby 
the  institorial  power  is  limited  or  apportioned  among  their  number. 
A  firm  of  five  may,  «.^.,  agree  that  two  only  shall  have  the  power 
of  management,  or  that  three  shall  have  the  sole  charge  of  one 
department  and  two  of  the  other.      Such  private  arrangements, 
though  binding  inter  sociosy  are  powerless  in  a  question  with  the 
public  while  in  ignorance  of  their  existence,  to  avoid  the  operation 
of  the  implied  agency  (&).     Thus  a  company  of  horse-dealers,  who 
have  agreed  never  to  warrant  a  horse,  are  still  effectually  bound 
by  the  warranty  of  one  of  their  number,  because  it  is  the  general 
practice  of  the  trade  to  give  warranty  (c).     So  a  private  arrange- 
ment by  a  mercantile  firm  not  to  grant  bills  or  notes  in  the 
company  name  has  been  found  no  defence  against  the  act  of  a 
partner  who  has  transgressed  the  rule,  in  the  case  of  a  stranger 
who  was  not  aware  of  its  existence  (cZ).      So  also  a  firm  was 


(a)  M'Nair  and  Co,  v.  Gray^  etc.^ 
1803,  Hume  753  ;  Kennedy,  1814,  18 
F.  C.  122  ;  Mattheson  v.  Fraser,  1820, 
Hume  758 ;  Clarke  v.  Shepherd,  1821, 
1  S.  179 ;  TumbuU  v.  M'Kie,  1822, 
1  S.  331 ;  Johnston  and  Co,  y.  Phillips, 
1822,  1  S.  App.  244  ;  Royal  Bank  of 
Scotland  v.  Greenock  Bank,  1794,  aff. 
1797,  3  Paten's  App.  595  ;  Tupper  v. 
R^ytceU  and  Co.,  1858,  20  D.  758; 
Balfour's  Trs.  v.  Edin,  and  Nor,  Ra. 
Co.,  1848,  10  D.  1240 ;  Brettel  v.  WU- 
Hams,  4  Ex.  630 ;  Hawtayne  y.  Bourne, 
7  M.  and  W.  595;  ex  parte  Chippendale, 
4  De  6.  M.  and  G.  19 ;  Dickinson  y. 
Valpy,  10  B.  and  C.  128,  3  Roas  Le. 


Ca.  561 ;  CreUin  v.  Brook,  14  M.  and 
W.  11 ;  RicketU  v.  Bennet,  4  C.  B.  686. 
These  cases  afford  good  illustrations  of 
the  doctrines  here  enunciated.  See 
*  Powers  of  Majorities.* 

(6)  See  per  Lord  Tenterden  in 
Sandilands  y.  Marsh,  3  Ross  Le.  Ca. 
463,  2  Bam.  and  Aid.  677 ;  Smith  y. 
Jamieson,  5  T.  R.  601 ;  Craven  v. 
Widdows,  2  Ch.  Cas.  189 ;  Hubert  v. 
Nelson,  Dayies,  B.  L.  8,  Coll.  260 ; 
Watson  on  Part.  168. 

(c)  2  Barn,  and  Aid.  679. 

id)  TumbuU  V.  Mackie,  1822,  1  S. 
331 ;  Bruce  and  Co.  y.  Beat,  Dec.  10, 
1765,  F.  C,  M.  4056,  House  of  Lords, 
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held  bound  by  the  act  of  a  partner  who  chose  to  interfere  in  a 
department  of  the  business  from  which  by  arrangement  he  was 
excluded  (a). 

But  the  partnership  will  not  be  bound  when  the  creditor  had 
express  notice  that  the  agency  of  the  partner  with  whom  he  trans- 
acted was  limited  by  private  arrangement  (b).  And  in  like  manner, 
a  disclaimer  by  one  partner  of  liability  for  future  acts  of  his  co- 
partners has  been  held  to  constitute  a  withdrawal  of  agency  in  a 
question  with  those  who  received  such  notice  (c). 

It  must  be  observed^  however,  that  even  though  a  partner 
plainly  exceed  his  authority,  his  acts  may  be  rendered  binding  by 
ratification.  And  this  does  not  require  any  formal  procedure,  but 
may  be  inferred  from  facts  and  circumstances  (d) — e.g*  subsequent 
knowledge  of  the  act  without  repudiation  (e). 

The  consequences  of  unauthorized  acts,  when  the  question 
arises  between  the  company  and  its  own  partners,  are  very  different 
If  a  partner  transact  with  another  of  several  partners,  in  relation 
to  a  matter  as  to  which  the  agency  of  that  partner  has  been  with- 
drawn, the  transaction  is  simply  null  as  regards  the  company, 
because  all  the  partners  ought  to  know  the  rules  of  their  own  con- 
cern. If,  however,  it  could  be  shown  that  the  particular  partner 
had  been  kept  in  ignorance  of  a  rule  which  had  been  adopted  by 
his  copartners,  the  case  might  be  different.  Of  course,  any  partner 
transgressing  a  known  rule  of  the  company  is  always  liable  to 
indemnify  his  fellows. 

It  may  here  be  proper  to  advert  to  a  peculiarity  in  the  law  of 
England,  which,  in  so  far  as  we  are  aware,  has  never  been  recog- 
nised in  this  country.    It  appears  to  be  settled  law  in  ^England  that 


3  Dow  318  (1768);  South  Carolina 
Bank,  8  Barn,  and  Cress.  427,  3  Ross 
Le.  Ca.  508. 

(a)  Morans  v.  Armstrong^  Arm. 
M^Artn.  and  Ogle,  Irish  Nisi  Prius 
Reports  25. 

(?>)  Miller  v.  Douglas,  1811, 16  F.  C. 
154 ;  Minuet  v.  Whitsey,  5  Bro.  P.  C. 
489  ;  Vice  v.  Fleming,  1  Younge  and 
Jerv.  227  ;  ex  parte  Harris,  1  Mudd. 
688 ;  Hope  v.  Oust,  1  East  51 ;  Sheriff 
V.  Wilkes,  1  East  48  ;  Rirlfey  v.  Taylor, 


13  East  175,  3  Roes  Le.  Ca.  486-507; 
Swan  V.  Steele,  7  East  209,  3  Roes  Le. 
Ca.  459. 

(c)  Wyliis  V.  Dyson,  1  Stark.  IW ; 
Booth  V.  Quin,  7  Price  193 ;  Gabvaji 
y.  Matthew,  1  Camp.  438,  3  Ross  Le. 
Ca.  507. 

(d)  CreUin  v.  Brook,  14  M.  and  W. 
11 ;  ftr  parte  Bonhonus,  8  Ves,  540,  3 
Ross  Le.  Ca.  470. 

(e)  Bo^ness  Canal  Proprietors  v. 
M'Alpine,  1791,  Hume  751,  M.  14572. 
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one  partner  has  uo  authority  to  bind  his  copartners  by  deed,  unless 
he  be  expressly  empowered  to  do  so  by  another  deed  (a).  And  it 
has  accordingly  been  held,  that  a  bond  for  payment  of  duties  on 
goods  belonging  to  the  partnership  does  not  bind  the  firm,  but  only 
the  partner  by  whom  it  has  been  executed  in  name  of  the  firm  (6). 
This  peculiarity  in  the  law  of  England  has  led  to  much  practical 
inconvenience,  and  has  in  America  been  put  an  end  to  by  an  Act 
of  Congress  (c). 

The  technical  reason  for  its  existence  is  the  rule  that  all  deeds 
must  be  under  seal ;  and  as  unincorporate  companies  have  no 
common  seal,  nothing  short  of  the  adhibition  of  all  the  partners' 
seals,  either  to  the  deed  itself  or  to  another  deed  authorizing  its 
execution,  will  satisfy  the  requirements  of  law.  It  has  also  been 
equitably  defended  on  grounds  of  public  policy,  as  being  a  safe- 
guard against  the  exercise  of  too  great  power  by  individual  partners. 
But,  in  truth,  it  seems  to  be  one  of  the  consequences  of  the  non- 
recognition  of  the  quasi  person  of  the  company  firm.  K  this  were 
recognised,  the  company  would  either  have  its  own  seal,  or  each 
partner  would  be  entitled  to  make  use  of  his  private  seal,  so  as  to 
bind  the  firm  under  his  implied  agency. 

So  far  as  we  are  aware,  the  question  has  never  been  raised  in 
Scotland,  whether  a  deed — that  is  to  say,  a  formal  document  in  con- 
tradistinction to  a  bill  or  note — can  be  executed  by  one  partner  in 
the  social  name,  so  as  to  bind  the  firm.  This  mode  of  execution 
appears,  however,  to  be  not  unusual  in  practice ;  and  it  would  pro- 
bably be  held  effectual,  if  the  deed  were  in  the  line  of  the  company 
business  (d). 

Where  from  the  form  of  the  instrument  creating  the  obligation  Omu  of  fixing 
it  is  doubtful  whether  the  credit  of  the  company,  or  merely  that  of  against  com- 
the  signing  partner  as  an  individual,  was  intended  to  be  pledged,  ^^^' 
the  onus  of  showing  that  the  contract  is  binding  on  the  company 
will  in  general  He  on  the  party  seeking  to   make  it  effectual. 
Thus,  where  the  name  of  a  firm  was  the  name  of  a  partner,  and  the 
business  was  carried  on  in  his  name  only,  the  holder  of  a  bill  granted 

(a)  Harrison  v.  Jackson,  7  T.  R.  (r)  Story  on  Partnership,  sec.  119, 

207,  3  Roes  Le.  Ca.  557.  note  1. 

(6)    Metcalf  v.  Rycro/t,   6  Maule  (rf)  See  Chrhlie  v.  Heid,  1826,  4  S. 

and  Selwyn  75 ;  Story,  Part.  sec.  119  ;  372. 
I/md.  223. 
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by  that  partner  was  held  bound  to  show  that  it  was  granted  by  the 
partner  as  representing  the  firm,  and  not  by  himself  as  an  indivi- 
dual  (a). 

(a)  South  Carolina  Bank  v.  Case^  5  H.  and  N.  513  ;  Story  on  Part.  sec. 

1828,  8  Robs  Le.  Ca.  508,  8  B.  and  C.  139  ;  U.  S,  Bank  v.  Bumey,  5  Mast. 

427  ;  and  see  also  per  C.  J.  Cockburn  176,  and  Ether  ton  v.  Burney^  1  Pick, 

in  Nicholson  v.  Ricketts^  6  E.  Jur.  N.  274,  American  cases,  and  both  quoted 

S.  422.    See  also  Stephen  v.  Reynolds,  in  Ross  Le.  Ga.  516-17. 
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POWERS  AND  DUTIES  OF  DIRECTORS. 

Joint-stock  companies  differ  from  private  partnerships  in  having  Difference 
a  large  and  fluctuating  body  of  members,  in  relation  to  whom  there  stock  com- 
is  no  delectus  peraoncBy  and  who  can  in  no  sense  be  regarded  either  £^  *^ 
as  the  agents  of  the  company  or  of  each  other.     What  they  contri- 
bute is  not  ability,  skill,  or  industry,  but  money.     The  affairs  of 
such  associations  are  accordingly  carried  on,  not,  by  the  partners  or 
shareholders,  but  by  directors,  managers,  or  other  officials  specially 
appointed  for  that  purpose.     These,  and  not  the  partners,  are  the 
agents  of  the  company. 

This  doctrine  applies  not  only  to  corporations,  but  to  all  joint- 
stock  companies  whatsoeter  deserving  the  name ;  and  it  is  so^  based 
in  equity  and  even  necessity,  that  in  all  transactions  with  such 
associations  the  public  are  held  entitled  to  deal  with  the  proper 
officials  only  (a). 

As  a  general  rule,  it  may  be  assumed  that  the  managing  officials  Officials  as 
of  a  joint-stock  company  hold  the  same  kind  of  agency  in  relation  with  partners, 
to  it  that  partners  do  in  relation  to  a  private  firm  ;  and  it  will  be 
foond  that  the  principles  which  regulate  the  special  and  implied 
powers  of  both  are  very  similar  or  analogous  (b).  Much  of  what 
has  been  already  said  in  regard  to  the  agency  of  partners,  is  there- 
fore applicable  to  managing  officials. 

There  are,  however,  some  peculiarities  or  points  of  difference  Points  of 
which  it  is  of  importance  to  notice.     In  the  case  of  private  firms,  the  powo- of 
the  sphere  of  implied  agency  includes  all  that  is  usual  and  necessary  ^^^^^' 
in  the  particular  line  of  business  prosecuted ;  but  this  is  not  always 
the  case  in  joint-stock  companies.    If  the  company  is  a  corporation, 

(a)  Forth  Marine  Insurance  Co.j  re-  (b)  Macalister  {Caledonian  Dairy 

ported  in  House  of  Lords  88  Bumex^  y.  Company)  v.  Alexander,  1848,  5  D. 

Pcnnel,  6  Bell's  App.  541,  and  2  House  580. 
of  Lords  Gases  497  (1849). 
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its  sphere  of  action  may  be  greatly  restricted  by  its  charter  or  special 
act,  within  what  would  naturally  be  implied  from  the  character  of 
its  business.  In  such  a  case  the  directors  have  no  power  to  bind 
the  company  beyond  the  limits  of  its  constitution ;  and  any  transac- 
tion beyond  the  prescribed  sphere  of  action,  entered  into  by  them 
as  for  the  company,  will  be  a  mere  nullity  as  regards  the  company, 
though  it  may  subject  such  officials  in  damages  to  the  party 
aggrieved.  Nay,  so  much  is  this  the  case,  that  no  ratification  of 
an  act  ultra  vires  of  a  company  incorporated  by  charter  or  special 
act  will  be  of  much  avail  towards  rendering  it  valid  (a). 

Even  as  regards  joint-stock  companies  which  are  not  incorpo- 
rated, but  exist  only  under  the  common  law,  the  leaning  of  the 
tribunals  is  towards  the  adoption  of  a  similar  principle.  When, 
in  such  a  case,  the  articles  of  association  restrict  the  company's 
sphere  of  action  within  what  would  be  implied  from  the  nature  of 
the  undertaking,  the  public  have  been  held  bound  to  make  them- 
selves acquainted  with  the  restriction  (b).  But  the  soundness  of 
this  view  has  been  questioned  (c)  ;  and  a  person  employed  by 
directors  to  do  ordinary  work  has  been  held  not  bound  to  inquire 
whether  they  were  acting  within  the  limits  of  their  power  ((i). 
However  this  may  be,  there  seems  no  reason  to  doubt  that  trans- 
actions entered  into  by  directors  in  unincorporated  companies, 
beyond  the  prescribed  sphere  of  operations,  are  always  capable 
of  being  ratified  by  the  whole  body  of  shareholders,  or  even  by  rei 
interventuSy  provided  it  has  been  sufficiently  marked,  and  of  snfB- 
ciently  long  duration  to  involve  their  acquiescence  («).  But  the 
Court  will  never  compel  the  company  to  implement  a  contract 
which  was  plainly  ultra  vires  of  the  directors,  and  had  not  been 
validated  by  ratification  (/). 

When  transactions  of  this  kind  have  actually  been  carried  out, 
the  onus  of  showing  that  they  were  ultra  vires  of  the  constitution  of 

(c)  London  Dock  Co.  v.  Sinnott,  8 
E.  and  B.  347. 

(rf)  Green  v.  Nixon,  22  Beav.  630. 

(e)  Maxtony,  Brown^ supra;  Fleming 
V.  CampbeU,  1846,  7  D.  935;  Re  Rich- 
mondy  4  Kay  and  J.  305 ;  Morgans 
case,  1  De  6.  and  S.  750;  Lavf^'^ 
case,  1  De  G.  M.  and  G.  443. 

(/)  EUis  V.  Colman,  25  Beav.  662. 


(a)  Keene's  Executors,  3  De  G.  M. 
and  G.  272  ;  Soc,  of  Practical  Know- 
ledge, 2  Beav.  559 ;  Eastern  Union  Ra. 
Co.,  7  Ha.  114. 

(h)  Per  Lord  Wensleydale  in  Ernest 
V.  Nicholb,  6  House  of  Lords  Cases 
419;  Maxton  v.  Brown,  1839,  1  D. 
367  ;  Dickinson  v.  Valpy,  1820,  3 
Hoss  Le.  Ca.  501. 
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the  company  appears  eyen  in  the  case  of  incorporated  associations 
to  Ke  on  those  challenging  their  validity ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  the  transaction  was  beyond  the  sphere  of  the  company's 
power  until  this  has  been  plainly  made  to  appear  (a).  The  case  is 
different  when  directors  are  sought  to  be  interdicted  from  doing 
something  not  yet  accomplished,  on  the  ground  that  it  is  ultra  vires 
of  the  company.  Here  the  onus  would  seem  to  lie  on  the  directors 
to  show  that  the  contemplated  act  is  within  the  powers  of  the  com- 
pany as  defined  in  its  constitution,  particularly  if  that  constitution 
has  been  conferred  by  charter  or  special  act  (6). 

If  the  directors  have  power  by  the  constitution  of  the  company  Non-observ- 
to  do  certain  acts  in  its  name,  the   company  will  be  effectually  ^itiisfTtc. 
bound,  though  the  acts  in  question  have  not  been  carried  through 
with  all  the  formalities,  and  in  the  manner  required  by  the  deed  of 
constitution.    So,  where  directors  were  empowered  to  borrow  money, 
the  company  was  held  bound,  though  the  money  had  been  bor-  « 

rowed  without  fulfilment  of  a  condition  precedent,  which  requii*ed 
a  general  resolution  of  the  shareholders  before  this  power  could  be 
exercised  (c).  And  where  a  protracted  litigation  had  been  engaged 
in  by  officials  on  behalf  of  the  company,  in  which  the  company  was 
altimately  found  liable  in  expenses,  allegations  to  the  effect  that 
the  officials  had  no  right  to  involve  the  company  in  the  litigation 
were  disregarded,  as  it  appeared  the  company  had  homologated 
their  proceedings  by  acts,  and  at  least  by  silence  (d). 

The  present  state  of  the  law  on  this  subject  may  be  perhaps 
best  indicated  by  the  following  quotations  from  the  opinions  of 
two  eminent  English  judges. 

*  All  persons,'  said  Lord  Wensleydale,  *  must  take  notice  of  the  Lord  Wens- 
deed  and  the  provisions  of  the  Act  (referring  to  a  Registration  Act),  rf^^t* 


(a)  Per  Lord  Cranworthin  Shrewsbury 
Ra,  Co.^  6  House  of  I^rds  Cases  113. 
See  also  Bastock  v.  N.  Stafford  Ra.  Co., 
4  E.  and  B.  798 ;  South  Wales  Ra,  Co,  v. 
Redmond,  10  C.  B.  N.  S.  675.  See,  as 
to  this  matter  generally,  Great  Nor,  Ra. 
Co,,  1  Dr.  and  Sm.  154 ;  Phoenix  Life 
Assur.  Co.,  2  J.  and  H.  441 ;  Manchester 
and  Sheffield  Ra.  Co.,  7  E.  Jur.  N.  S. 
W ;  West  Cornwall  Ra,  Co.,  2  H.  and 
N.  703.     And  see  Lindlej,  Sup.  43. 


(6)  Colman  v.  Eastern  Co.  Ra.  Co,, 
10  Beav.  1 ;  Bagshaw  v.  East,  Ra. 
Co.,  7  Ha.  114 ;  Simpson  v.  West 
Palace  Hotel  Co.,  1  De  G.  F.  and  J. 
141. 

(c)  Royal  British  Bank  v.  Tur- 
quand,  5  £11.  and  BL  248,  and  6  Ell. 
and  BL  327  ;  Athenssum  Life  Ins.  Soc. 
V.  Pooley,  5  E.  Jur.  N.  S.  129. 

(d)  Ramsay  v.  Smail,  1840,  2  D. 
1336. 
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V.-C.  Wood's 
dictum. 


OfRci&lB  are 
special  agents. 


If  they  do  not  choose  to  acquaint  themselves  with  the  power  of  the 
directors,  it  is  their  own  fault ;  and  if  they  give  credit  to  unau- 
thorized persons,  they  must  be  contented  to  look  to  them  only,  and 
not  to  the  company  at  large.     The  stipulations  of  the  deed  which 
restrict  and  regulate  their  authority  are  obligatory  on  those  who 
deal  with  the  company ;  and  the  directors  can  make  no  contract  so 
as  to  bind  the  whole  company  of  shareholders,  for  whose  protection 
the  rules  are  made,  unless  they  are  strictly  complied  with.    The 
contract  binds  the  persons  making  it,  but  no  one  else  (a).'   In  a  sub- 
sequent case  (6),  Vice-Chancellor  Wood  approved  of  these  observar 
tions,  but  explained  and  qualified  them  as  follows :  ^  There  is  no 
doubt  an  important  distinction  to  be  drawn  between  that  which  on 
the  face  of  it  is  manifestly  imperfect  when  tested  by  the  require- 
ments of  the  deed  of  settlement  of  the  company,  and  that  which 
contains  nothing  to  indicate  that  those  requirements  have  not  been 
complied  with.     Thus,  where  the  deed  requires  certain  instruments 
to  be  made  under  the  common  seal  of  the  company,  every  person  con- 
tracting with  the  company  can  see  at  once  whether  that  requiation 
is  complied  with,  and  he  is  bound  to  do  so ;  but  when  the  conditions 
required  by  the  deed  consist  of  certain  internal  arrangements  of  the 
company, — for  instance,  resolutions  at  meetings  and  the  like, — ^if  the 
party  contracting  with  the  directors  finds  the  acts  which  they  under- 
took to  do  to  be  within  the  scope  of  their  power  under  the  deed,  he 
has  a  right  to  assume  that  all  such  conditions  have  been  complied 
with.    In  the  case  last  supposed,  he  is  not  bound  to  inquire  whether 
the  resolutions  have  been  duly  passed,  or  the  like;  otherwise  he  would 
be  bound  to  go  further  back,  and  to  inquire  whether  the  meetings 
have  been  duly  summoned,  and  to  ascertain  a  variety  of  other  matters 
into  which  if  it  were  necessary  to  inquire,  it  would  be  impossible  for 
the  company  to  carry  on  the  business  for  which  it  was  formed.' 

Furthermore,  the  position  of  managing  officials  differs  from 
that  of  partners  in  this  respect,  that  whereas  the  authority  of  part- 
ners to  represent  the  firm  is  implied  by  the  mere  fact  of  partner- 
ship, that  of  managing  officials  to  represent  the  company  is  the 
result  of  direct  appointment.  The  agency  of  the  one  may  there- 
fore be  taken  as  implied,  that  of  the  other  as  special.     Now,  if  & 

(a)  Per  Lord  Wensleydale  in  Ernest  (6)  Ex  parU  The  Eagle  Company, 

y.  NichoUs,  6  House  of  Lords  Ga.  419.      4  K.  and  J.  549. 
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man  entrust  the  management  of  his  affairs  not  to  one  person,  but 
to  several,  the  general  rule  is  that  they  proceed  by  majorities; 
but  he  may  make  it  a  rule  that  certain  acts  shall  only  be  binding 
on  him  when  they  are  agreed  to  by  the  whole  body  of  his  agents, 
by  a  certain  majority,  or  by  a  sine  quo  non.  From  this  it  would 
seem  to  follow,  that  when  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  a 
joint-stock  company  is  entrusted  to  a  board  of  officials,  the  pre- 
sumption is  for  management  by  majorities,  but  that  when  it  forms 
a  condition  that  their  acts  shall  only  be  binding  when  the  whole 
or  a  certain  number  concur,  no  act  will  be  valid  which  has  not 
obtained  the  concurrence  of  the  required"  number  (a).  When,  how- 
ever, the  assent  of  the  required  number  has  been  obtained,  the 
observance  of  merely  formal  conditions,  such  as  that  it  shall  be 
given  at  a  board  meeting,  does  not  seem  to  be  of  importance  (b). 
And  when  the  number  of  directors  was  fixed  by  the  special  act  at 
twelve,  of  whom  five  should  be  a  quorurriy  the  fact  that  the  number  '^ 

had  been  reduced  to  seven  was  not  found  to  invalidate  their  pro- 
ceedings (c).  Officials  specially  appointed  to  represent  the  company 
in  certain  departments  do  not  bind  it  in  relation  to  matters  which 
do  not  fall  within  these  departments  (d). 

Managing  officials  who  exceed  the  power  committed  to  them,  Officials  not 
and  consequently  do  not  bind  the  company,  are  nevertheless  liable  j^y  bind"* 
in  indemnity  to  such  of  the  public  as  have  been  misled  by  their     *™^  ^^ 
misrepresentations.     Yet,  seeing  they  are  not  agents  for  each  other, 
they  do  not  bind  such  of  their  number  as  were  not  parties  to  the 
acts  in  question  (e). 

It  seems  too  obvious  a  proposition  to  require  argument,  that  Ratification 
directors  cannot  render  binding  on  the  company  contracts  or  trans-  " 

actions  into  which  they  had  originally  no  right  to  enter,  by  any 
subsequent  ratification  by  themselves,  however  formal ;  for  what  it 
exceeded  their  authority  to  do,  they  could  not,  when  done,  render 
valid.     And  this,  no  doubt,  is  the  general  rule.     Yet  it  must  be 

(a)  Kirk  v.   Bell,  16  Q.  B.   290 ;      ibid,  327 ;    Bargate  v.  Shortridge,   6 
Ridley  v.   Plymouth  Grinding   Co.,  2      House  of  Lords  Gases  297. 

Ex.  711 ;  Fife  and  Kinross  Ra.  Co,  (c)    Thames  Haven    Dock   Co,  v. 

V.  Deas,  1859,  21  D.  187  ;  Brown  v.  Rose,  4  Man.  and  Gr.  552. 

Andrew,  13  E.  Jur.  938.  (d)  Nat,  Exch.  Co,j  23  D.  1. 

(b)  See  The  Royal  British  Bank  v.  (c)  Haddon  v.  Ayers,  5  Jur.  N.  S.  408, 
Turquand,  5  EU.   and  Bl.  248,  and  Q.  B. ;  Ellis  r,  Colman,  25  Beav.  662. 
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pany. 


observed,  tliat  as  the  company  transacts  only  by  its  directors  as  its 
agents,  the  will  of  the  company  can  in  many  cases  be  discoverable 
by  the  public  through  their  actings  alone,  which  are  therefore  in 
dubio  to  be  presumed  in  conformity  with  that  will.  Hence,  when 
contracts  originally  invalid  from  having  been  ultra  vires  of  the 
directors,  have  nevertheless  been  for  a  sufficiently  long  period 
acted  upon  by  the  directors  as  valid  and  binding,  they  will  be  held 
ratified  by  the  company.  The  contrary  doctrine  would  involve  the 
untenable  proposition,  that  a  company  could  not  ratify  by  acquies- 
cence, or  even  by'm  interventxiSj  nor  indeed  in  any  other  way  than 
by  formal  resolution  (a).  'It  must  be  noticed^  however,  that  this 
does  not  apply  where  the  transaction  has  been  tainted  with  fraud  in 
the  shareholders,  to  which  the  party  or  any  in  his  right  seeking 
implement  has  been  privy  (6). 

When  a  company  or  firm  appoints  a  stranger  to  act  as  manager, 
he  is  a  mere  officer  or  servant  of  the  company,  and  has  no  right  to 
object  to  their  resolutions  (c).  But  where  some  of  the  partners 
are  specially  appointed  to  act  for  the  company,  the  case  is  different. 
They  do  not  by  such  appointment  cease  to  enjoy  their  rights  as 
partners;  so  that  even  when  it  was  provided  by  the  articles  of 
copartnery  that  the  agents  should  find  security,  partners  who  had 
been  appointed  agents  were  held  not  bound  by  this  provision  ((2). 

Those  office-bearers  by  whom  the  management  of  joint-stock 
companies  is  carried  on,  are,  as  we  have  already  seen,  the  agents  of 
the  company  specially  constituted  for  that  purpose.  They  are  also 
in  a  great  measure  to  be  considered  as  trustees  for  the  interests  of 
the  whole  body  of  the  shareholders  («).  Hence  they  are  bound  in 
a  much  higher  and  stricter  sense  than  mere  partners  to  do  their 
utmost  to  further  the  prosperity  of  the  association,  to  promote  its 
interests  even  at  the  expense  of  their  own,  and  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  their  office  with  the  diligence  and  assiduity  expected  from 
regular  mercantile  agents.  In  most  cases  they  receive  direct  re- 
muneration for  their  services  out  of  the  company  funds ;  yet  the 


(a)  See  Smith  v.  Hull  Glass  Com- 
pany, 11  C.  B.  897 ;  Reuter  v.  The 
Electric  Telegraph  Company,  6  E.  and 
B.  341. 

(6)  Athenmum  Life  Insur.  Co.  v. 
Pooley,  5  E.  Jur.  N.  S.  129. 


(c)  Paul  V.  Taylor,  1826,  4  S.  580. 

(d)  Edinr.  and  Leith  Skipping  Co. 
V.  Downe,  1832,  10  S.  557. 

(e)  Williams  Y.Page,  2^ Bgay.  6^; 
4  E.  Jut,  N.  S.  102 ;  ChantabU  Corpo- 
ration V.  Sutton,  2  Aik.  400. 
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circniDstance  of  their  agreeing  to  act  gratuitously  does  not  abate 
their  obligations  and  responsibilities,  for  if  they  had  declined  to 
accept  ofSce  upon  these  terms,  the  company  would  have  adopted 
some  other  arrangement  for  having  its  interests  properly  attended 
to  (a).  When  the  company  is  incorporated  by  special  act  or  crown 
charter,  the  duties  of  the  directors  or  other  managers  become  still 
more  onerous,  for  they  then  partake  of  the  nature  of  those  with 
which  public  officials  are  charged.  The  consequences  of  these 
principles  are  as  follows : 

1.  Directors  being  trustees  for  the  company  can  derive  no  per-  Directors 
sonal  benefit  from  contracts  entered  into  by  them  on  its  behalf,  by  company 
Thus,  a  director  who  had  purchased  a  ship  on  his  own  account,  and 
afterwards  sold  it  at  an  advance  to  the  company,  charging  a  com- 
mission on  the  sale,  was  found  guilty  of  a  breach  of  trust  (b).     So, 

when  one  of  the  directors  of  a  railway  company  was  a  member  of 
a  firm  of  ironfounders  who  entered  into  a  contract  for  the  supply 
of  railway  chairs  to  the  company,  it  was  found  that  the  contract 
could  not  be  enforced  against  the  company  (c).  So,  where  a  rail- 
way company  furnished  a  director  with  money  to  enable  him  to 
purchase  the  concession  of  another  line,  and  he  purchased  it  from 
himself,  he  being  the  concealed  owner,  it  was  found  that  the  trans- 
action could  not  be  enforced  against  the  company,  but  that  they 
were  entitled  to  adopt  it  or  repudiate  it  altogether  (d).  So  also, 
where,  in  acquiring  property  for  the  company,  the  directors  made 
the  purchases  at  a  less  price  than  they  were  empowered  to  pay  by 
the  company,  they  were  compelled  to  communicate  this  difference, 
and  were  allowed  to  retain  nothing  to  themselves  as  a  remuneration 
for  services  or  alleged  risks  (e). 

2.  Directors  beini?  trustees  cannot  retain  for  themselves  any  Directors 

*»  1  1-11  11  1  v«i  cannot  retain 

profits  or  advantages  which  they  coald  not  have  obtained  except  advantages 

(^a)  Benson  v,Heathom^lY,  and  Coll.  (c)  Aberdeen  Ea.   Co.  y.  BlaUde, 

C.  C.  326 ;  York  and  North  Mid.  Ra.  1864,  17  D.  H.  of  L.  20,  1  Macq.  461. 

Co,  V.  Hudton^  16  Beav.  495 ;  Hudson  (d)  Great  Luxembourg  Ra.  Co.  v. 

T.  76.,  18  Beav.  70;  Great  Luxembourg  Magnay,  4  E.  Jur.  N.  S.  839. 

Ra.  Co.  V.  Magnayj  4  E.  Jur,  N.  S.  (c)  Hickens  v.  Congreve^  1  R.  and 

S39;  Aberdeen  Ra.  Co.  Y.Blaikie.lS^,  M.  150;  Faucet  v.  WhiUhouse,  ibid. 

17  D.  H.  of  L.  20, 1  Macq.  461 ;  Bank  of  132  ;  Beck  v.  Kantorowicz^  3  K.  and 

London  v.  Tyrrell,  5  E.  Jur.  N.  S.  924.  J.  230 ;  Society  of  Practical  Knowledge 

(h)  Benson  v.  Beathom,  1  Y.  and  v.  Abbott,  2  Beav.  559 ;  Maxwell  v. 

Coll.  C.  C.  326.                                '  The  Port-Tennant  Patent  Steam  Fuel 
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gained  by  their  for  their  connection  with  the  company,  or  which,  if  obtained  at  all, 

connection 


with  the 
company. 


How  directors 
may  be  called 
to  account. 


should  have  been  secured  for  the  company. 

Thus,  when  a  quantity  of  railway  shares,  on  which  deposits  and 
calls  remained  unpaid,  were  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  directors, 
and  one  director  who  had  great  influence  succeeded  in  getting  a 
number  of  them  sold  to  friends  of  his  own  at  a  considerable 
advance,  and  then  proposed  to  retain  the  balance  of  the  purchase 
money  after  accounting  to  the  company  for  the  amount  of  the  un- 
paid deposits  and  calls,  it  was  held  that  he  was  bound  to  make  the 
entire  amount  forthcoming  to  the  company ;  and  his  allegations  that 
he  was  entitled  to  retain  the  balance  or  any  part  of  it  as  a  present 
or  remuneration  for  his  great  services  to  the  concern,  were  entirely 
disregarded  (a).  So,  where  the  directors  of  a  company  which  had 
amalgamated  with  another,  received  from  the  latter  considerable 
sums  apparently  for  bringing  about  the  amalgamation,  the  money 
was  held  prima  facie  to  belong  to  the  shareholders  of  the  first  com- 
pany, and  ordered  to  be  paid  into  Court  pendente  processu  (b).  It 
has  been  decided  in  England,  that  acquisitions  of  property  made  by 
partners  for  themselves  when  they  ought  to  have  obtained  them  for 
the  company,  will  be  deemed  to  vest  in  the  partners  as  trustees  for 
the  concern  (c).  Whether  this  would  be  held  to  be  law  in  Scotland 
in  the  case  of  partners  may  be  questioned ;  but  there  can  be  little 
doubt  that  the  principle,  of  which  it  is  the  consequence,  would  be 
applied  in  the  case  of  directors  making  similar  acquisitions.  The 
company,  however,  cannot  claim  from  the  directors  either  the  pro- 
perty they  have  thus  acquired,  or  its  beneficial  use,  without  tender- 
ing them  full  repayment  of  what  it  actually  cost  them  (d). 

In  calling  directors  to  account  for  breaches  of  duty,  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  they  are  the  servants  of  the  company,  and  not 
of  the  individual  shareholders ;  and  therefore,  if  a  shareholder  con- 


Co.,  24  Beav.  495  ;  ex  parte  Perrier^  7 
Irish  Chan.  Rep.  266 ;  Foss  v.  Har- 
lottle,  2  Ha.  489  ;  EUis  v.  Colman,  25 
Beav.  662.  In  these  cases  the  trans- 
actions complained  of  were  more  or 
leas  tainted  with  fraud,  however  in- 
genionslj  it  might  be  attempted  to  be 
concealed. 

(a)  York  and  North  Midland  Ra. 
Co,  V.  Hudson^  16  Beav.  486. 


(b)  Gaskell  v.  Chambers,  26  Bea?. 
360. 

(c)  Carter  v.  Home,  1  Eq.  Ab.  7 ; 
Featherstonehaugh  v.  Fenwick,  17  Tea. 
298 ;  Clegg  v.  Fi^wick,  1  Mac.  and 
6.  294  ;  ClementsY,  Hail,  2  De  G.and 
J.  173 ;  Alder  v.  Fouracre,  3  Swanst. 
489. 

(rf)  Great  Luxembourg  Ra.  Co.  r. 
Magnay,  4  E.  Jur.  N.  S.  839. 


^ 
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aiders  himself  aggrieved  by  their  miscondact,  his  proper  coarse  is 
oot  to  proceed  against  them  at  his  own  instance^  but  to  call  upon 
the  company  to  bring  them  to  account,  and  afterwards  to  obtain 
relief  from  the  company  itself  (a). 

It  may  be  noticed  in  this  place,  that  directors  are  entitled  to  no  Bemuneration. 
remmieration  for  their  services  in  the  absence  of  a  special  agree- 
ment or  provision  to  that  effect  (b). 

(a)  Orr  and    Others  v.   Glasgow^      House  of  Lords  10,  3  Maoq.  799,  32 
Airdrie^    and    Monldands    Ra,    Co.y      Jar.  486. 

1857,  20  D.  827 ;  aflf.  1860,  22  D.  (6)  Dunstan  v.  Imperial  Gas  Co,,  3 

B.  and  Ad.  125. 
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CHAPTER    XII. 

POWERS  OF  PARTNERS,  DIRECTORS,  AND  OTHER  OFFICIALS. 

Having  thus  reviewed  the  general  principles  by  which  the  powers 
of  majorities,  of  partners,  and  of  directors  of  companies  are  regu- 
lated, we  shall  now  proceed  to  consider  in  detail  the  more  common 
instances  of  the  exercise  of  such  powers  in  the  course  of  the  company 
management. 

BUYING  AND  SELLING. 

Buying  and  It  sccms  never  to  have  been  doubted,  that  every  partner  of  a 

firm  has  the  implied  power  of  purchasing  either  with  the  funds  or 
on  the  credit  of  the  company  such  goods  as  are  necessary  for  carry- 
ing on  the  business.  In  an  old  case  the  Court  held  this  to  be  so 
clearly  fixed,  that  they  found  a  partnership  liable  for  goods  bought 
by  a  partner,  although  the  seller  did  not  know  of  the  partnership, 
and  the  other  partner  had  settled  with  his  copartner  for  them  (a). 
And  similar  decisions  have  frequently  been  given  in  England  (6). 
Nor  is  it  necessary  that  a  stranger  who  sells  to  a  single  partner 
shall  show  that  the  goods  are  de  facto  applied  to  partnership  pur- 
poses, in  order  to  enable  him  to  recover  the  price  against  the  com- 
pany. Thus  it  was  held  in  England,  that  where  a  party  sold  a 
quantity  of  bits  to  one  partner  of  a  firm  of  harness-makers,  who 
pawned  them  for  his  own  purposes,  the  seller  was  entitled  to  sue 
both  partners  for  their  price  (c).  The  goods  supplied  must  be  of 
the  kind  required  by  the  partnership  business ;  but  if  this  be  so^  it 

(a)  Logy  v.  Durham^  1697,  M.  Main.  31 ;  City  of  London  Gas  Com- 
14566.  See  also  MonacKs  Trs.,  1804,  pany  y.  NichoUs,  2  Car.  and  Payne 
M.  14614.  365. 

(b)  Rtissell  V.  Roberts,  4  Nev.  and         (c)  Bond  v.  Gibson^  1  Gamp.  185. 
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is  of  no  consequence  whether  the  firm  be  of  a  trading  description 
or  not  (a). 

From  the  very  nature  and  object  of  trading  partnerships,  it 
necessarily  follows  that  every  partner  has  the  implied  power  of 
selling  the  partnership  goods.  What  limits  (if  any)  are  to  be  set  to 
this  implied  power,  does  not  appear  from  any  decision  or  authoritative 
dktmn  in  the  law  of  this  country,  so  far  as  the  writer  is  aware.  In 
England  it  was  held  in  one  case,  that  a  single  partner  could  even 
make  a  valid  sale  of  the  company  books  (b).  How  far  this  can  be 
taken  as  the  law  of  Scotland  may  be  doubted.  In  the  absence  of 
any  decision,  it  is  also  open  to  question,  whether  a  partner,  without 
the  express  consent  of  his  fellows,  can  dispose  of  the  company's 
stock,  by  means  of  which  alone  its  business  could  be  carried  on. 
This  would  in  effect  amount  in  some  cases  to  a  total  dissolution  of 
the  concern ;  and  anything  leading  to  such  a  result  could  hardly 
be  considered  as  falling  under  implied  powers,  which,  as  we  have 
already  seen,  mean  authority  or  agency  to  do  what  is  necessary  for 
carrying  on,  not  terminating  the  business.  Yet  in  the  English  case 
of  Wihon  V.  MierSy  where  the  directors  of  a  steamship  company, 
whose  affairs  were  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  state,  had  entered  into 
a  contract  for  the  sale  of  its  whole  shipping,  and  the  purchaser 
demurred  to  completing  the  contract  on  the  ground  that  general 
powers  to  bay  and  sell  did  not  authorize  the  directors  to  sell  off  the 
whole  of  the  company  vessels  without  a  special  resolution  to  dissolve 
th^  concern,  it  was  held  by  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  that  the 
transaction  was  within  the  powers  of  the  directors  (c). 

General  powers  of  buying  and  selling  in  the  course  of  manage- 
ment do  not  include  the  power  of  amalgamating  the  company  with 
another;  for  this  would  infer  a  power  to  buy  and  sell  the  company 
business,  with  all  its  liabilities.  To  carry  through  such  a  transac- 
tion requires  a  special  resolution  of  all  the  partners  of  an  unincor- 
porated company,  and  in  the  case  of  proper  corporations  can  only 
be  effected  by  the  intervention  of  public  authority  (d). 

(fl)  Gardiner  v.  CMds,  8  Car.  and  (6)  Dove  v.  Wilkinson,  2  Stark.  287. 

P.  845 ;   Wilson  v.  Whitehead,  10  M.  (c)  10  C.  B.  N.  S.  348. 

and  W.  603 ;  Athenseum  Life  Assur.  (d)  Anchor  Insur,  Co.,  2  J.  and  H. 

^.  T.  PooUy,  3  De  G.  and  J.  294 ;  400 ;    Ernest  v.  Nicholls,  6  House  of 

Woods  csBe  and  Brown's  case,  9  W.  I^rds  Cases  401;  Anglo- Austr.  Insur. 

R.  366,  and  10  W.  R.  662.;  Co.,  8  Jur.  N.  S.  628. 
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Sale  of  real 
property. 


As  regards  the  purchase  of  real  property  by  a  partner  or  director 
for  the  company,  this  power  will  be  held  to  be  implied  where  the 
acquisition  is  one  in  the  company's  line  of  trade,  e.g.  stances  for  a 
building  society,  or  where  it  may  fairly  be  presumed  to  be  a  bene- 
ficial purchase,  as  for  instance  premises  for  carrying  on  the  busi- 
ness (a).  But  it  is  thought  one  of  the  public  would  not  be  safe 
in  relying  on  the  company's  responsibility  for  extensive  purchases 
of  land  made  by  an  individual  partner,  which  might  involve  a 
diversion  of  the  partnership  funds  from  their  legitimate  purposes, 
or  which  would  not  likely  be  an  acquisition  of  any  value  to  the 
concern. 

The  same  principle  would  seem  to  regulate  the  power  of  selling 
real  property.  Unless  the  nature  of  the  partnership  business  be 
such  as  to  render  the  sale  of  its  real  property  a  thing  likely  to  fall 
under  the  scope  of  the  partnership  contract  (as  in  the  case  of 
building  societies),  it  is  probable  that  the  power  of  selling  this  kind 
of  property  would  not  be  considered  as  coming  under  the  implied 
agency;  for  otherwise  the  affairs  of  the  company  might  at  any 
time  be  thrown  into  confusion  by  the  sale  of  its  premises  by  one 
partner  without  the  knowledge  of  the  others.  The  circumstance 
that  the  property  is  held  in  trust  by  a  third  party  for  the  firm,  or 
that  it  is  conveyed  to  the  partners  pro  indimso  for  that  purpose, 
would  not  avoid  the  sale ;  for  if  a  single  partner  had  the  power  of 
transferring  the  jxis  ad  rem,  the  purchaser  could  complete  the  con- 
veyance by  adjudication  in  implement.  Nor  would  the  fact  that 
the  law  requires  writing  in  obligations  relative  to  land  affect  the 
question ;  for  if  the  partner  has  power  to  bind  the  company  at 
all,  he  has  power  to  sign  socio  nomine.  It  must,  however,  be 
admitted  that  this  question  has  never,  in  so  far  as  the  author  is 
aware,  been  judicially  determined  either  in  this  countiy,  in 
England,  or  in  America  (b). 


(a)  Sorley's  Trs.  v.  Grdkame^  1832, 
10  S.  819  ;  York  Buildings  Co.,  1779, 
2  Paten's  App.  541. 

(b)  See,  on  this  subject,  Story  on 
Part.  124,  and  154-6;  and  Biaset 
45,  note.  Froiri  certain  dicta  in 
English  and  American  authorities,  it 
might  be  supposed  that  partnership 


realty  could  in  no  circumstanceB  be 
alienated  by  the  act  of  a  single  put- 
ner  (Story,  Part.  sees.  101  and  119  ; 
Biaset  45,  n.  e).  Such  dicta,  how- 
ever, appear  merely  to  mean,  that 
since  no  partner  has  implied  power  to 
bind  his  copartners  by  deed  under 
seal,  he  cannot  conyey  the  legal  Uiles 
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LEASING. 

As  in  the  general  case  the  granting  of  leases  of  partnership 
property  does  not  fall  under  the  ordinary  business  of  a  firm,  it 
should  seem  that  such  a  power  is  not  covered  by  the  prcepositura  of 
a  partner.  But  if  a  partnership  were  formed  for  the  purpose  of 
acquiring  houses  or  other  tenements,  in  order  that  they  might  be 
let  to  tenants,  there  seems  no  reason  no  doubt  that  each  partner 
would  be  held  entitled  to  bind  the  firm  in  transactions  of  this 
kind. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  acquisition  of  leasehold  property  for 
partnership  purposes  is  not  a  transaction  of  such  urgency  as  to 
require  to  be  entered  into  without  the  express  concurrence  of  the 
company ;  and  accordingly  it  has  been  held  in  England,  that  one 
partner  has  no  implied  authority  to  contract  for  a  lease  of  premises 
in  behalf  of  the  firm  (a). 

BORROWING. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  there  is  a  very  material  difference 
between  a  power  to  borrow  money  on  the  company's  credit,  and  a 
mere  authority  to  incur  company  debts  by  ordering  work  or  goods 
on  its  behalf.  In  the  latter  case  the  transaction  is  generally  carried 
on  more  openly,  and  produces  something  tangible ;  in  the  former, 
a  partner  may  easily  abuse  his  powers  by  incurring  unnecessary 
obligations^  or  may  even  defraud  his  copartners  by  applying  the 
proceeds  of  the  loan  to  his  own  purposes.  Still  it  is  obvious,  that 
nnless  partners  of  trading  companies  possessed  the  power  of  borrow- 
ing money,  it  would  often  happen  that  the  exigencies  of  commerce 
could  not  be  met,  and  the  common  undertaking  would  be  involved 
in  ruin.    The  rule  accordingly  seems  to  be,  that  this  power  will 

in  company  real  estate  without  the  make  an  order  vesting  the  estate  in 

ooQcurrence  of  his  copartners.    But  it  the  vendee  Je  piano.    Now,  \rhether  a 

most  be  obfierred  that,  in  the  ordinary  court  of  equity  would,  in  the  case  of  a 

case,  a  valid  agreement  to  sell  land  partner  entering  into  an  agreement  of 

may  be  made  by  writing,  though  not  this  kind,  decree  specific  performance, 

under  seal,  and  that  a  court  of  equity  is  the  real  question ;  and  it  has  never, 

vill  often  enforce  this  by  a  decree  for  in  so  far  as  we  are  aware,  been  deter- 

specific   performance,  which,   if  the  mined, 
vendor  refuse  to  obey,  the  CJourt  will  (o)  Sharp  v.  MiUigan^  22  Beav.  606. 
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PubUc 
companies. 


be  held  to  be  implied,  wherever  its  exercise  is  necessary  for  the 
transaction  of  the  partnership  business  in  the  ordinary  way  (a). 

It  must  be  observed,  however,  that  the  power  to  borrow  is  merely 
implied  from  the  circumstances  of  the  case;  and  is  not  to  be 
inferred  where  its  exercise  is  neither  ordinary,  in  the  line  of  trade, 
nor  justified  by  necessity.  If,  therefore,  the  creditor  knows,  or 
ought  to  have  known,  that  the  loan  was  intended  not  for  partner- 
ship but  for  private  purposes,  he  will  have  no  recourse  against  the 
company  (b).  So  also,  a  fortiori^  where  borrowing  is  prohibited  by 
the  constitution  of  the  partnership,  and  the  lender  is  aware  of  this 
prohibition  (c).  Even  where  the  lender  is  not  aware  of  any  direct 
prohibition,  and  where  the  purpose  appears  reasonable,  he  is  not 
entitled  to  infer  that  this  power  is  implied,  when  the  business  is  of  a 
kind  usually  carried  on  on  ready  money  principles  {J).  Increasing 
partnership  capital  is  not  an  act  within  the  scope  of  ordinary  busi- 
ness, and  therefore  the  company  is  not  bound  by  loans  contracted 
in  their  name  by  a  partner  for  such  a  purpose  (e). 

Ratification  by  all  the  partners  will  always  validate  such  trans- 
actions, however  ultra  vires  or  irregular  they  may  have  been  (/). 
But  it  must  be  observed,  that  in  the  absence  of  power  to  borrow, 
either  express  or  implied,  and  in  default  of  ratification,  the  mere 
circumstance  of  the  proceeds  of  the  loan  having  been  applied  in 
rem  versam  of  the  partnership  will  not  of  itself  validate  the  trans- 
action, unless  the  case  amounts  to  one  of  adoption  (^). 

Where  the  articles  of  association  of  a  common  law  company 


(a)  Dewar  v.  Millar,  1766,  M. 
U569;  Glass  y.  Hutton,  16  Jan.  1794, 

F.  C,  M.  2587;  Selkrig  v.  Dunlop, 
1804,  Hume  277  ;  TurnhuU  v.  APKie, 
1822,  1  S.  S31 ;  Anderston,  1828,  6  8. 
928;  Blair  Iron  Co.,  1855,  18  D.  49, 
House  of  Lords  Gases,  and  27  Jur. 
614 ;  BothweU  v.  Humphries,  1  Esp. 
406 ;  Lloyd  v.  Frenchfield,  2  Car.  and 
Pa.  889.  See  Shaw's  BeU's  Com.  217 ; 
Lindley213;  CoU.  268. 

(6)  Johnston  v.  PhiUips,  1822,  1  S. 
App.  244 ;  Blair  v.  Bryson,  1835,  13 
S.  901 ;  M'Leod  v.  Tosh,  1836,  14  S. 
1058. 

(c)  Worcester  Corn  Ex,  Co.,  3  De 

G.  M.  and  G.  180. 


(d)  Hawtayne  v.  Bourne,  7  M.  and 
W.  595 ;  RicketU  v.  Bennet,  4  C.  B. 
686 ;  Arden  v.  Sharp,  2  Esp.  524,  3 
Ross  L.  C.  505. 

(e)  Fisher  v.  Taylor,  2  Ha.  218; 
Greenslade  v.  Dower,  7  B.  and  C  655. 
See  Bryon  v.  Metro.  Saloon  OmnibHS 
Co.,  4  E.  Jur.  N.  S.  680. 

(/)  Pare  v.  Clegg,  29  Beav.  580; 
Athenseum  Insurance  Company  r.  /V;r- 
Uy,  3  De  G.  and  J.  294 ;  Galway  ▼• 
Matthews,  10  East.  264,  3  Bos  L  C. 
507. 

(g)  Johnston,  Sharp,  and  Co.  v- 
Phillips,  1822,  1  8.  App.  244 ;  Bur- 
mestro  v.  NorHs,  6  Ex.  796;  Hawtaym 
V.  Bourne,  7  M.  and  W.  596. 
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contain  no  provision  to  the  contrary,  the  power  of  borrowing  money 
bj  the  company  is  implied ;  and  the  same  principle  appears  to  hold 
good  even  in  incorporated  companies,  when  the  exercise  of  sach  a 
power  is  necessary  for  the  success  of  the  undertaking,  or  obviously 
withm  the  company's  line  of  business  (a). 

When  borrowing  is  not  expressly  prohibited  by  the  company's 
constitution,  this  power  may  be  exercised  by  a  majority  of  the 
shareholders  even  though  the  company  is  limited,  provided  the 
object  of  the  loan  be  not  to  increase  capital,  but  to  supply  means 
for  the  existing  wants  of  the  company  (b). 

When  this  power  is  possessed  by  a  company,  the   question  How  power  to 

,  ^.  '^  .  borrow  may  be 

whether  and  in  what  manner  it  may  be  exercised  must  be  deter-  exercised. 
mined  by  reference  to  the  articles  of  association  or  other  instru- 
ment of  constitution;  and  all  provisions  and  regulations  which  they 
contain  must  in  general  be  adhered  to  and  carried  out  in  their 
entirety.    In  the  absence  of   any  provisions  on  the  subject,  the 
authority  of  a  general  meeting,  or  at  least  of  a  majority  of  the 
shareholders,  would  seem  in  the  ordinary  case  necessary  to  the 
valid  exercise  of  this   power.      This  rule,  however,  will  not  be 
rigidly  adhered  to  when  money  has  been  borrowed  by  the  directors 
to  meet  necessary  purposes  in  the  company's  line  of  business,  and 
when  it  has  been  bana  fide  applied  accordingly.     Thus,  when  direc- 
tors had  without  authority  borrowed  and  applied  money  in  con- 
structing works  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  company  business, 
they  were  found  entitled  to  reimbursement  from  the  shareholders  (c). 
And  the  power  of  borrowing  money  has  been  deemed  so  necessary 
for  carrying  on  the  business  of  a  banking  company,  that  the  exer- 
cise of  this  power  by  directors  has  been  held  to  bind  the  company, 
even  though  they  have  not  complied  with  all  the  provisions  of  the 
deed   of   constitution  (d).     But  where  directors  have  borrowed 
money  without  authority,  and  have  applied  it  for  purposes  not  within 


(a)  Royal  British  Bank  v.  Tur- 
quandy  5  £11.  and  Bl.  248 ;  Bank  of 
Aitstralagia,  12  E.  Jur.  189  and  407 ; 
Morgan's  case,  1  Hall  and  T.  320; 
Norwich  Yam  Co.,  22  Beav.  143; 
Bryon  v.  Metropolitan  Saloon  Omnibus 
Co,,  4  E.  Jur.  N.  S.  1262. 

(6)  Bryon    v.   Metropolitan  Saloon 


Omnibus  Co.,  supra;  Australian  Aux. 
Steam  Clipper  Co.,4  E.  Jur.  N.  S.  1224. 

(c)  Troup's  case,  29  Beav.  353; 
Pare  v.  Clegg,  29  Beav.  589  ;  Hoare's 
case,  30  Beav.  225. 

(rf)  Royal  British  Bank  v.  I'ur- 
quarid,  5  Ell.  and  Bl.  248,  6  ibid.  327  ; 
Agar  v.  Athenssum  Assur.  Society,  8  C.  B. 
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the  prescribed  sphere  of  the  undertaking,  they  have  no  claim  of 
reimbursement  against  the  shareholders  (a).  Two  companies  A 
and  B  were  amalgamated  by  a  deed  which  was  afterwards  found 
to  be  null  and  void  as  ultra  vires  and  illegal.  Before  the  amalga- 
mation, company  A  had  become  indebted  to  a  third  party;  and 
after  the  amalgamation,  the  directors  of  the  company  B  granted 
him  a  bill  drawn  by  them  upon  their  cashier  for  the  amount  of  the 
debt  due  by  company  A.  It  was  held  that  company  B  was  not 
liable,  seeing  the  bill  was  not  drawn  for  the  legitimate  purposes 
of  the  company  (6). 

Where  directors  are  specially  prohibited  from  borrowing  money, 
ally  prohfbitdd  or  f rom  borrowiug  it  in  a  particular  manner,  acts  done  by  them  m 
ing  ?  contravention  of  these  provisions  will  not  in  general  bind  the  com- 

pany, as  the  lenders  will  be  held  bound  to  acquaint  themselves  with 
the  contents  of  the  company's  instrument  of  formation  (c).  Bat 
this  rule  will  not  be  interpreted  in  a  judaical  manner ;  so,  when 
directors  were  prohibited  from  granting  bills,  but  had  authority  to 
borrow  on  mortgage,  and  having  notwithstanding  granted  bills  to 
secure  an  existing  debt,  and  at  the  same  time  executed  a  mortgage 
under  the  seal  of  the  company,  which  was  made  subject  to  redemp- 
tion on  payment  of  the  bills,  it  was  held  that  the  mortgage  was 
valid,  as  it  must  be  taken  as  intended  to  secure  the  debt,  and  Dot 
to  pay  the  bills  (d). 

The  existence  of  the  power  to  borrow  does  not  authorize  either 
the  directors  or  the  company  to  issue  debentures  for  any  other  pur- 
pose than  in  security  of  cash  advances  (e). 

Whatever  irregularities  or  informalities  there  may  have  been 
in  originating  or  carrying  through  the  loan  by  the  directors,  these 
may  all  be  remedied  by  ratification, — ^particularly  if  the  company 
has  had  the  benefit  thereof, — ^provided  always  that  borrowing  has 
not  been  prohibited  by  charter  or  special  act  (/). 


Informalities. 


N.  S.  725 ;  Bank  of  Australasia^  12 
E.  Jur.  189;  Maclae  v.  Sutherland^ 
3  £U.  and  Bl.  1. 

(a)  Kent  Benefit  Building  Soc,  1  Dr. 
and  Sm.  417.  See  also  London  and 
County  Asmr.  Co.^  ex  parte  Wood^  and 
ex  parte  Brown,  30  L.  J.  Ch.  373 ;  Sel- 
tvyn  y.  Harrison,  2  Johns,  and  H.  334. 


(h)  Balfour  v.  Ernest,  5  E.  Jur.  X. 
S.  439,  6  C.  B.  N.  S.  601. 

(c)  See  Balfour  y.  Ernest,  supra; 
Eastwood  V.  Bain,  3  H.  and  N.  7SS. 

(d)  Scott  V.  CoUmm,  26  Bear.  276. 
(f)  West  Cornwall  JRaibcay  Co,  r. 

Mowatt,  12  E.  Jnr.  407. 
(/)  Phcenix  Life  Insur,  Co.,  2  J.  and 
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It  does  not,  however,  follow,  that  because  the  company  has  had  What  if  com- 

,  ,       P*^y  receive 

the  benefit  of  money  borrowed  by  one  of  its  partners  or  by  its  the  benefit  of 
directors,  the  lender  shall  haye  recourse  against  the  company  ipso 
juTt,  The  real  question  in  such  cases  is,  whether  the  loan  was  or 
was  not  made  to  the  company.  The  fact  that  it  received  the  benefit 
of  the  proceeds  is  certainly  strong,  but  not  conclusive,  evidence  of 
its  being  a  party  to  the  contract ;  for  the  lender  may  have  dealt 
with  the  partner  or  the  directors  on  their  own  credit  solely,  and 
the  partners  or  the  directors  may  have  gone  into  the  transaction 
in  order  to  enable  them  to  pay  a  debt  due  by  them  to  the  com- 
pany, or  to  enter  into  a  transaction  with  it  on  their  own  account. 
The  onuB^  therefore,  of  proving  that  the  loan  was  made  to  the 
company  rests  on  the  lender  (a). 

Strangers  cannot  enforce  irregular  debentures  as  valid,  if  they  irregniiar  de- 

bentiipeSa 

have  accepted  of  them  with  notice  that  the  conditions  precedent  to  Efifects  of 
their  issue  had  not  been  fulfilled ;  and  shareholders  who  accepted 
of  such  debentures,  after  being  present  at  the  meeting  where  their 
irregular  issue  was  sanctioned,  and  thus  in  the  knowledge  of  the 
irregalarity,  cannot  enforce  payment  of  their  contents.  Even  bona 
fide  transferrees  for  value  from  such  shareholders  appear  to  be  in 
no  better  position  (6). 

Bona  fide  purchasers  of  debentures  are  not,  however,  affected  Want  of 
by  their  invalidity  if  they  received  no  notice,  and  were  encouraged 
by  the  company  in  the  belief  that  they  were  valid  (c).  Yet  where 
debentures  have  been  issued  in  fraud  of  the  company,  a  purchaser 
is  held  in  England  to  be  subject  to  all  the  equities  attaching  to 
them,  even  though  he  received  no  notice ;  nor  does  it  make  any 
difference  that  the  transfers  have  been  duly  registered  and  that 
interest  has  been  paid  on  them  to  the  purchaser,  provided  these 
facts  have  not  been  communicated  to  the  shareholders  {d). 

H.  441 ;  Magdalena  Steam  Nav.  Co,^  Bourne^  7  M.  and  W.  595  ;  ex  parte 

1  Johns.  690  ;  Pare  v.  Clegg,  29  Beav.  Chippendale,  4  De  G.  M.  and  G.  19 ; 

589;  Wood's  Claim  and  Brown's  Claim,  HomersJiam  v.  Wolverhampton  Water- 

9  W.  R  366,  and  10  W.  R.  662.  works  Co.,  6  Ex.  142,  per  Parke,  B. 

(a)  See  Emly  v.  Lye,  16  East  7,  (6)  Magdalena  Steam  Nav,  Co.,  1 

3  RoBB  L.  C.  552  ;  Beckham  y .  Drake,  Johns.  690, 8  W.  R.  329, 2  J.  and  H.  306. 

9  M.  and  W.  99 ;  Bevan  v.  Letpis,  1  (c)  South  Essex  Gas  Light  and  Coke 

t;im.  376 ;  Smith  v.  Craven,  1  Cr.  and  Co.,  31  lu  J.  Ch.  293,  2  J.  and  H.  306. 

J.  500;    Worcester  Com  Ex.  Co.,  S  .    (d)  Athenseum  Life  Asstir.  Soc.  v. 

De  G.  M.  and  G.  180 ;  Hawtayne  v.  Pi^oley,  5  E  Jur.  N.  S.  129. 
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PLEDGING. 

The  power  of  borrowing  seems  to  infer  that  of  impignorating 
the  partnership  property  for  the  advances  required.  In  England, 
it  appears  never  to  have  been  doubted  that  pledging  of  the  com- 
pany chattels  fell  under  the  partners'  implied  agency  (a)  ;  and  the 
same  would  seem  to  be  law  in  this  country,  though,  from  the  con- 
tract of  pledge  being  less  extensively  used  with  us  than  in  Eng- 
land, examples  of  its  operation  are  less  common.  It  has  been  said 
by  the  Court,  that  one  authorized  to  sell  can  effectually  pledge  the 
goods  of  his  constituent  (b). 

MORTGAGING. 

A  more  difficult  question  presents  itself,  when  it  is  asked 
whether  the  granting  of  a  heritable  security  over  the  company's 
real  property  falls  within  the  implied  agency  of  an  individaal 
partner.  The  point  does  not  seem  ever  to  have  come  up  for  judi- 
cial determination  in  Scotland. 
English  law.  According  to  the  law  of  England,  one  partner  cannot  mortgage 

the  real  property  of  the  firm  (c).     But  the  value  of  this  rule  as  a 
precedent  throwing  light  upon  the  law  of  Scotland  depends  od 
whether  it  is  to  be  considered  as  founded  simply  on  the  technical 
rule  of  the  common  law,  that  one  partner  cannot  bind  another  bj 
deed  under  seal ;  or  whether  it  is  in  part  at  least  founded  on  con- 
siderations of  public  policy,  e,g.  the  danger  of  one  partner  giving 
a  favourite  creditor  an  undue  preference  over  the  company  pro- 
perty.      Now,   in    Scotland   the   granting    of   security  over  the 
company's  heritable   property  is   not  attended  by  any  technical 
difficulties,  such    as   those   presented  by  the  English  mortgage; 
and  as  cases  may  often  occur  where  the  absence  of  this  implied 
power  would  be  ruinous  to  the  partnership  (as  when  one  of  two  part- 
ners is  abroad,  and  an  immediate  advance  of  money  is  required), 

(a)  Raha  v.  Rylandj  1  Gow  132  ;  ex  ferred  to.     See  also  Attwood  r.  A»- 

parte  Bonhonus,  8  Ves.  540,  3  Ross  L.  nears,  1832,  10  S.  817. 
C. ;  Lindley  229  ;  2  BelVs  Com.  618.  (r)    See    Harrison  v.   Jachmn,  7 

Qi)  See  Colquhoun  v.  Finlny  Duff  Term,     Rep.    203,    dictum    oi   Lord 

and  Co.,  1816,  19  F.  C.  208,  and  1  Kenyon,  206,  3  Roes  L.  C.  557;  Lind- 

BelFs  Com.  484,  and  cases  there  re-  ley  229. 
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it  may  well  be  questioned  whether  such  a  power  does  not  exist  where 
the  emergency  calk  for  its  exercise. 

That  the  English  rule  is  founded  in  mere  technical  reasons^ 
seems  to  be  indicated  by  the  fact  that  one  partner  has  power  to 
mortgage  ships  belonging  to  the  company  (a) ;  and  that  an  equi- 
table mortgage,  which  does  not  require  to  be  by  deed,  is  held,  it 
would  seem,  to  be  within  the  implied  agency  (b). 

The  provisions  of   the   Companies   Clauses   (Scotland)   Act,  Provisions  of 

A  Ct  X  o40« 

1845,  with  respect  to  borrowing  of  money  by  the  company,  are  as 
follows : — 

If  the  company  be  authorized  by  their  special  act  to  borrow  on  Mode  of 
mortgage  or  bond,  they  may  borrow  in  this  manner  such  sums  not  the  poiver. 
exceeding  the  sum  prescribed  by  their  special  act  as  shall  from  time 
to  time  be  authorized  by  order  of  a  general  meeting.  They  may 
even  mortgage  the  undertaking  itself,  as  well  as  the  future  calls  on 
the  shareholders  (sec.  40).  On  the  original  debt  being  paid  off,  the 
company  may  again  borrow  as  before,  and  so  on  from  time  to  time 
as  may  be  required ;  but  unless  this  power  of  re-borrowing  be  exer- 
cised in  order  to  pay  off  an  existing  debt,  it  requires  the  authority 
of  a  general  meeting.  That  is  to  say,  while  the  directors  may 
make  such  arrangements  as  they  see  proper  with  reference  to  a  loan 
already  existing,  they  can  do  nothing  towards  creating  a  new  debt 
without  the  authority  of  a  general  meeting  (sec.  41).  Where  it 
forms  a  condition  precedent  to  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  borrow- 
ing, that  a  certain  amount  of  the  capital  shall  have  been  subscribed 
or  paid  up,  or  that  the  authority  of  a  general  meeting  shall  have 
been  obtained,  the  certificate  of  a  sheriff  that  the  prescribed  amount 
of  capital  has  been  subscribed  or  paid,  and  a  copy  of  the  order  of  a 
general  meeting  to  effect  the  loan,  are  declared  to  be  su£Bcient  evi- 
dence that  the  foresaid  conditions  precedent  have  been  implemented. 
The  sheriff  is  required  to  grant  the  certificate  on  production  to  him 
of  the  company's  books,  and  of  such  other  evidence  as  he  may  think 
sufficient  (sec.  42).  The  mortgages  or  bonds  granted  by  the  com- 
pany must  be  by  deed  under  the  company  seal,  duly  stamped  and 
bearing  the  consideration  truly  stated.    They  may  be  in  the  forms 

(o)  Australia  Steam  Clipper  Co.^  4  (ft)  See  ex  parte  Lloyd^  1   Mont. 

K.  and  J.  738 ;  ex  parU  Howden,  2  M.      and  Ayr.  494.     See  Lindley  229. 
D.  and  D.  574. 


mortgages,  etc. 
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of  Schedules  C  or  D  annexed  to  the  Act,  or  to  the  like  effect ;  and 
they  have  the  full  effect  of  assignations  in  security  duly  completed 
(sec.  43).  The  mortgagees  are  respectively  entitled  to  rank  pari 
passu  with  each  other  in  their  proportional  shares  of  the  tolls,  sums, 
and  powers  contained  in  the  mortgages,  and  of  the  calls  on  the 
shareholders,  if  these  also  have  been  mortgaged,  both  as  regards 
principal  and  interest,  without  any  preference  by  reason  of  priority 
of  the  date  of  a  mortgage,  or  of  the  meeting  at  which  it  was 
authorized  (sec.  44).  No  mortgage,  unless  the  contrary  is  expressly 
provided,  precludes  the  company  from  receiving  and  applying  tc 
company  purposes  any  calls  thereafter  made  (sec.  45).  All  mort- 
gages and  money  lent  to  the  company  are  declared  to  be  personal 
and  not  real  estate  (sec.  46).  Bondholders,  like  mortgagees,  rank 
pari  passu  without  preference  by  reason  of  the  dates  of  their  bonds 
or  of  the  meetings  at  which  they  are  authorized,  or  otherwise  (a) 
Register  of  (sec.  47).  A  register  of  mortgages  and  Ixmds  must  be  kept  by  the 
secretary ;  and  within  fourteen  days  after  the  date  of  each  mort- 
gage or  bond,  an  entiy  or  memorial  specifying  the  number  and  date 
of  the  deed  and  the  sum9  secured  thereby,  together  with  the  names 
and  additions  of  the  parties  thereto,  must  be  made  in  this  register. 
The  register  may  at  all  reasonable  times  be  perused  gratuitously 
by  any  shareholder,  mortgagee,  or  bond  creditor  of  the  company, 
or  any  person  interested  in  a  company  bond  or  mortgage  (sec.  48). 
Mortgagees  or  bondholders  may  transfer  their  rights  at  any  time. 
The  transfer  must  be  by  deed  duly  stamped,  stating  the  actual  con- 
sideration; and  it  may  be  either  in  the  form  of  Schedule  £  annexed 
to  the  Act,  or  to  the  like  effect  (sec.  49).  Within  thirty  days  after 
the  date  of  any  such  transfer,  or  within  thirty  days  after  its  arrival 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  it  must  be  produced  to  the  secretary,  who 
causes  an  entry  or  memorial  of  it  to  be  made  in  the  same  way  as 
in  the  case  of  the  original  mortgage.  The  transferree  thereupon 
becomes  entitled  to  the  fnll  benefit  of  the  mortgage  or  bond, 
and  the  transferrer  becomes  incapable  of  affecting  the  right  by 
release,  formal  discharge,  or  otherwise.  A  small  fee  may  be  de- 
manded by  the  company  for  the  entry ;  and  until  such  entry  is 

(a)  This  provision  cannot  be  de-  gage.  De  Winton  v.  Brecon^  etc.,  26 
feated  by  the  device  of  giving  one  Beav.  533 ;  Legg  v.  Mathietont  2  Giff. 
debenture-holder  an  additional  mort-      71,  and  6  E.  Jar.  N.  S,  1010. 


Chap.  XU.]  MORTGAGING.  223 

made,  the  company  is  not  responsible  to  the  transferree  in  respect 
of  the  mortgage  (sec.  50). 

The  interest  on  the  borrowed  money  is  payable  half-yearly,  Payment  of 
anless  otherwise  provided  in  the  bond  or  mortgage,  and  in  prefer- 
ence to  dividends  (sec.  51).     The  interest  can  only  be  transferred 
bj  deed  daly  stamped  (sec.  52). 

The  company  may,  if  they  think  fit,  fix  a  period  for  repayment  Time  for  pay- 
of  the  principal  and  the  interest  of  the  money  borrowed,  and  in 
that  case  they  must  insert  it  in  the  mortgage  deed  or  bond.     At 
the  expiration  of  this  term  the  principal  and  all.  arrears  of  interest 
become  payable  to  the  creditor,  at  the  company's  principal  office  or 
place  of  business,  if  no  other  place  of  payment  be  inserted  in  the 
deed  (sec.  53).    If  no  term  is  fixed  for  repayment,  the  creditor  may 
demand  the  principal  and  the  arrears  of  interest  at  or  subsequent 
to  the  expiration  of  twelve  calendar  months  from  the  date  of  the 
deed,  upon  giving  six  months'  previous  notice  to  that  effect;  and  in 
like  manner,  the  company  may  at  any  time  pay  off  the  same  on 
giving  the  like  notice.     The  notice  may  be  in  writing  or  print,  or 
in  both ;  and  if  given  by  the  creditor,  must  be  delivered  to  the 
secretary,  or  left  at  the  principal  office  of  the  company ;  and  if 
given  by  the  company,  it  must  be  given  either  personally  to  the 
creditor  or  left  at  his  residence.    If  the  creditor  be  unknown  to 
the  directors,  or  cannot  be  found  after  diligent  inquiry,  the  notice 
may  be  given  by  advertisement  in  the  Edinburgh  Gazette^  and  in 
the  prescribed  newspaper ;  and  if  none  be  prescribed,  or  if  the  pre- 
scribed newspaper  cease  to  be  published,  in  a  newspaper  circulating 
in  the  district  where  the  company's  principal  place  of  business  is 
situated  (sees.  54  and  140).     On  expiration  of  notice  to  pay  off  the 
debt  duly  given,  interest  ceases  to  run,  unless  on  demand  the  com- 
pany fail  to  make  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  (sec.  55). 

The  books  of  account  of  the  company  must  be  open  to  the  Books  of 
inspection  of  the  mortgagees  and  bond  creditors,  with  liberty  to  take  ^^^^ 
extracts  free  of  any  charge  (sec.  58). 

The  company  have  the  option  (unless  it  be  otherwise  provided  Conrenion  of 
in  the  special  act)  of  raising  the  sums  authorized  to  be  borrowed,  oapitaL 
or  any  part  of  them,  by  the  creation  of  additional  shares.    This, 
however,  can  only  be  done  when  the  authority  of  a  general  meeting 
has  been  previously  obtained  (sec.  59).     The  shares  so  created  are 
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to  be  considered  in  all  respects  the  same  as  original  shares,  with 
respect  to  payment  of  calls  and  forfeitures,  except  only  as  to  the 
times  of  making  calls  and  their  amount,  which  may  be  fixed  as  the 
company  from  time  to  time  see  fit  (sec.  60).  If  the  existing  shares  are 
at  a  premium  or  above  par^  the  new  shares  must  (unless  otherwise 
prescribed)  be  of  such  an  amount  as  will  allow  them  to  be  conve- 
niently apportioned  among  the  existing  shareholders  in  proportion 
to  the  shares  held  by  them  respectively ;  and  it  is  provided  that 
they  shall  have  the  offer  of  them  in  the  first  instance,  which  ofFer 
must  be  by  letter,  under  the  hand  of  the  secretary,  addressed  to  each 
shareholder,  or  left  at  his  usual  or  last  place  of  abode  (sec  61). 
These  new  shares  vest  in  the  shareholders  accepting  them,  and  pay- 
ing the  value  thereof  at  the  time  and  by  the  instalments  fixed  by 
the  company.  But  if  a  shareholder  fails  for  a  month  to  accept  and 
pay  as  above,  the  shares  tendered  him  may  be  disposed  of  by  the 
company  as  they  see  fit  (sec.  62).  If  the  old  shares  be  not  at  a  pre- 
mium, the  new  shares  may  be  of  such  an  amount,  and  may  be  issued 
in  such  manner  and  on  such  terms,  as  the  company  choose  (sec.  63). 
Act  1862.  The  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1862,  as  to  borrowing,  are  similar 

to  those  we  have  just  been  considering.  By  sec.  43,  it  is  provided 
that  every  limited  company  must  keep  a  register  of  all  mortgages 
and  charges  specifically  affecting  the  property  of  the  company,  and 
must  enter  in  such  register  a  short  description  of  the  property 
affected  by  each  mortgage  or  charge,  the  amount  of  charge  created, 
and  the  names  of  the  creditors  or  mortgagees.  If  any  company 
property  is  mortgaged  or  charged  without  this  entry  being  made, 
every  director  or  other  official  who  knowingly  and  wilfully  permits 
it  to  be  done,  incurs  a  penalty  of  not  more  than  £50.  The  register 
of  mortgages  and  charges  must  be  made  patent  to  creditors  under 
heavy  progressive  penalties. 

The  articles  of  association  ought  to  contain  provisions  and 
regulations  as  to  the  mode  in  which  the  power  of  borrowing  is  to 
be  exercised;  but  their  silence  on  this  subject  will  not  prevent  the 
exercise  of  the  power,  if  it  is  plainly  necessary  for  the  purposes  of 
the  society  as  appearing  in  the  memorandum  of  association  (a). 
This  power,  however,  should,  in  the  absence  of  a  provision  to  the 

(a)  See  Bryon  v.  Metropolitan  Saloon  Omnibus  Co.  {Limited)^  4  E.  Jor.  K.  S. 
680,  1262. 
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contrary,  be  exercised  by  a  resolution  of  the  shareholders  in  general 
meeting.  Yet  where,  by  the  articles  of  association,  the  directors 
were  empowered  to  exercise  all  powers  which  the  company  might 
exercise  in  general  meeting,  it  was  held  that  the  power  of  borrow- 
ing was  covered  by  this  general  provision  (a). 

The  Companies  Clauses  Act,  1863  (6),  gives  further  facilities  Act  of  1863. 
for  raising  additional  funds  by  the  issue  of  new  ordinary  or  prefer- 
ential shares.     Its  provisions  are  as  follows: — ^When  a  company,  New  ordinary 
incorporated  either  before  or  after  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1863,  is  gtoct  ^ 
anthorized  by  a  special  act  passed  after  that  date  to  raise  additional 
sums  by  the  issue  of  new  ordinary  shares  or  of  new  ordinary  stock,  or 
(at  the  option  of  the  company)  by  either  of  these  modes,  the  com- 
pany may,  with  the  sanction  of  the  prescribed  proportion  of  the  votes 
of  members  present  personally  or  by  proxy,  at  a  meeting  specially 
convened  for  the  purpose  in  terms  of  the  special  act,  and  (if  no  pro- 
portion is  prescribed)  with  the  sanction  of  three-fifths  of  such  votes, 
raise  the  additional  sums  by  creating  and  issuing  from  time  to  time 
new  ordinary  shares  or  stock,  as  the  case  may  be,  of  such  an  amount 
and  subject  to  such  provisions  as  to  calls  as  they  may  see  fit  (sec.  12). 

In  like  manner,  the  company,  when  so  empowered,  may  raise  Newpnviieged 
sach  additional  sums  by  creating  and  issuing  from  time  to  time,  stock, 
with  the  like  sanction,  such  new  shares  or  new  stock,  either  ordi- 
nary or  preferential,  and  either  of  one  class  with  like  privileges,  or 
of  several  classes  with  different  privileges,  and  of  the  same  or  of 
different  amounts,  and  respectively  with  any  fixed,  fluctuating, 
contingent,  preferential,  perpetual,  terminable,  deferred,  or  other 
dividend  or  interest,  not  exceeding  the  rate  prescribed,  and  other- 
wise not  exceeding  the  rate  of  5  per  cent,  per  annum,  as  they  may, 
acting  within  their  prescribed  power,  see  fit,  and  subject  to  such 
provisions  as  to  amotmt  of  calls  and  times  of  payment  as  they  may 
deem  proper.  Such  new  issue  must  not,  however,  affect  the  rights 
of  holders  of  preference  shares  or  stock  already  existing  (sec.  13). 
The  preference  shares  or  stock  so  issued  are  entitled  to  a  preference 
over  the  ordinary  shares  or  stock,  in  so  far  only  as  the  profits  of 
each  year  are  concerned ;  and  if  in  any  year  ending  on  the  pre- 
scribed day,  or  otherwise  on  the  31st  of  December,  there  are  no 

(a)  AustraUan  Aux.  Steam  Co.^  4  E.  Jnr.  N.  S.  1224. 
lb)  26  and  27  Vict.  c.  118. 
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profits  available  for  payment  of  the  full  amount  of  preferential  divi- 
dend or  interest  in  that  year,  the  deficiency  cannot  be  made  good  oat 
of  the  profits  of  any  subsequent  year,  or  out  of  the  company  funds 
(sec.  14).  The  terms  and  conditions  to  which  any  preference  share 
or  stock  is  subject  must  be  clearly  stated  in  the  certificate  of  such 
preference  share  or  portion  of  preference  stock  (sec.  15). 
Relations  as  Unissued  new  shares  or  stock  may  be  cancelled  if  the  company 
of  issue.  see  fit  (sec.  16).     If,  when  new  shares  or  stock  are  issued,  the 

ordinary  shares  or  stock  are  at  a  premium,  then,  unless  the  com- 
pany determine  otherwise,  the  new  shares  or  stock  must  be  of  such 
amount  as  will  conveniently  allow  them  to  be  apportioned  among 
the  existing  shareholders  of  ordinary  shares  or  stock  in  proportion 
as  nearly  as  may  be  to  such  ordinary  shares  or  stock  as  they  then 
respectively  hold,  and  the  same  must  be  offered  to  them  at  par  in 
that  proportion.  The  company,  however,  is  not  required  to  appor- 
tion or  offer  the  new  stock  in  this  manner  unless  the  amount  of 
every  new  share  or  portion  of  stock  would,  if  so  apportioned,  be  at 
least  the  sum  prescribed,  or  otherwise  ten  pounds  (sec.  17).  The 
offer  must  be  made  by  letter  under  the  band  of  the  treasurer  or 
secretary,  delivered  to  every  share  or  stock  holder,  or  sent  by  post 
addressed  to  him  according  to  his  address  in  the  share  or  stock 
holders'  address  book,  or  left  for  him  at  his  usual  or  then  last  known 
place  of  abode  in  England,  Scotland,  or  Ireland,  as  the  case  may 
be.  All  offers  made  by  post  are  considered  as  made  on  the  dav 
when  the  letter  should  be  delivered  in  the  usual  course  of  post  (sec 
18).  The  new  shares  or  stock  vest  in  the  share  or  stock  holders  or 
their  nominees  by  acceptance  (sec.  19).  If,  for  the  prescribed  time, 
or  otherwise  for  one  month  after  offer,  the  share  or  stock  holdeis 
fail  to  signify  their  acceptance  in  whole  or  part,  they  are  deemed  to 
have  declined,  and  the  new  shares  or  stock  may  be  disposed  of  by 
the  company  either  in  whole  or  part,  as  the  case  may  be.  Yet,  on 
cause  shown  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  directors,  the  time  for  accept- 
ance may  in  special  cases  be  enlarged  (sec.  20).  In  all  other  cases 
than  those  above  mentioned,  the  directors  may  from  time  to  time 
dispose  of  new  shares  and  stock  to  such  persons  and  on  such  con- 
ditions as  they  deem  advantageous  to  the  company,  provided  only 
that  the  new  shares  or  stock  are  not  disposed  of  for  less  than  their 
full  nominal  amount  (sec.  21). 
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Where  any  company,  incorporated  either  before  or  after  the  Debenture 
passing  of  the  Companies  Clauses  Act  of  1863,  is  authorized  by 
any  special  act  subsequently  passed  and  incorporating  Part  III.  of 
the  Act  of  1863  to  create  and  issue  debenture  stock,  the  company 
may,  with  the  same  sanction  as  that  just  specified  in  the  case  of 
issuing  new  shares,  create  and  issue  debenture  stock  in  such  amounts 
and  manner,  on  such  terms  and  conditions,  and  with  such  rights 
and  privileges  as  may  be  deemed  proper,  instead  of  and  to  the  same 
amount  as  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  money  for  the  time  being 
owing  by  the  company  on  mortgage  or  bond,  or  which  they  have 
power  to  raise  by  mortgage  or  bond,  and  may  attach  to  the  stock  so 
created  such  fixed  and  perpetual  preferential  interest  not  exceeding 
the  prescribed  rate,  and  otherwise  not  exceeding  four  per  cent,  per 
annum,  as  is  thought  fit.     The  interest  may  be  made  payable  half- 
yearly  or  otherwise,  and  may  be  made  to  commence  at  once  or  at 
any  future  time  or  times  as  the  debenture  stock  is  issued  (sec.  22). 
This  debenture  stock  and  the  interest  thereon  is  a  charge  on  the 
undertaking  of  the  company  prior  to  all  other  shares  or  stock ;  but 
in  other  respects  it  is  transmissible  and  transferable  in  the  same 
manner  and  under  the  same  provisions  and  regulations  as  the  other 
company  stock.     It  is  personal  estate  (sec.  23).    The  holders  of 
debenture  stock  have  no  preference  among  themselves;  but  the 
interest  accruing  thereon  has  a  preference  over  all  dividends  and 
interest  on  other  company  stock  or  shares,  whether  ordinary,  pre* 
ferenoe,  or  guaranteed,  and  ranks  next  to  the  interest  payable  on 
mortgages  or  bonds  granted  before  the  creation  of  the  debenture 
stock  (sec.  24). 

If  the  interest  on  this  debenture  stock  is  not  paid  within  thirty  jndidal  factor, 
days  after  it  becomes  payable,  any  one  or  more  debenture-holders, 
holding  individually  or  collectively  the  sum  in  nominal  amount 
prescribed,  and  if  none  prescribed,  then  a  sum  equal  to  a  tenth  of 
the  aggregate  amount  which  the  company  is  for  the  time  being 
aathorized  to  raise  by  mortgage,  bond,  or  debenture  stock,  or  the 
sum  of  £10,000  sterling,  whichever  of  the  two  last-mentioned  sums 
is  the  smallest,  may  (without  prejudice  to  the  right  to  sue  for  the  in- 
terest in  arrear)  require  the  appointment  of  a  judicial  factor  (sec.  25). 
This  application  is  made  to  the  Court  of  Session,  who,  after  hearing 
parties,  may,  if  they  see  fit,  make  the  appointment.    The  judicial 
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factor,  on  being  appointed,  receives  all  the  tolls  or  sums  liable  for 
the  interest  until  the  an*ears  then  due  on  the  debenture  stock,  with 
all  costs  and  charges,  are  paid ;  and  distributes  the  same  rateably 
and  without  priority  among  all  the  debenture-holders  whose  interest 
is  in  arrear,  after  applying  a  sufficient  part  thereof  towards  extinc- 
tion of  the  interest  on  the  mortgages  or  bonds,  if  any,  according  to 
their  priorities.  As  soon  as  the  full  amount  of  interest  and  costs 
has  been  paid,  the  powers  of  the  judicial  factor  cease,  and  he  is 
bound  to  account  to  the  company  for  his  intromissions,  and  to  pay 
over  to  them  any  balance  in  his  hands  (sec.  26). 

Without  prejudice  to  his  power  to  apply  for  a  judicial  factor, 
any  debenture-holder  may  recover  the  arrears  of  his  interest  by 
action  against  the  company  (sec.  27). 

The  debenture  stock  must  be  entered  in  a  register  kept  for  that 
purpose,  with  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  holders,  and  the  respec- 
tive amounts  to  which  they  are  entitled.  This  register  is  accessible 
to  any  mortgagee,  bond-holder,  holder  of  debenture  stock  or  shares, 
and  to  any  shareholder,  free  of  charge  (sec.  28).  Debenture-holders 
are  entitled  to  cei*tificates  from  the  company,  stating  the  amount  of 
the  debenture  stock  held  by  them.  These  certificates  are  framed  in 
conformity  to  the  regulations  as  to  certificates  of  shares  in  force  for 
the  time  being,  mutatis  mutandis  (sec.  29).  Existing  mortgages  or 
bonds  are  not  affected  as  to  priorities,  rights,  and  privileges,  by  the 
issue  of  debenture  stock  (sec.  30).  Money  raised  by  debenture 
stock  must  be  applied  exclusively  either  in  payment  of  existing 
mortgages  or  bonds,  or  else  for  the  purposes  to  which  it  would  be 
applicable  if  it  were  raised  on  mortgage  or  bond  (sec.  32).  Separate 
accounts  must  be  kept  by  the  company,  so  as  to  distinguish  money 
borrowed  on  debenture  stock  from  that  raised  by  mortgage  or  bond, 
and  to  show  how  much  money  raised  in  the  latter  form  has  been 
paid  off  by  the  former  (sec.  33).  Whatever  powers  of  borrowing 
and  re-borrowing  may  be  possessed  by  the  company  are  extingaisbed, 
in  so  far  as  they  are  exercised  by  the  issue  of  debenture  stock  (sec. 
34).  The  holders  of  debenture  stock  are  in  the  same  position  as 
mortgagees,  and  are  not,  in  virtue  of  their  debentures,  entitled  to  be 
present  or  vote  at  meetings  like  other  stockholders  (sec  31).  The 
provisions  of  the  Act  as  to  debenture  stock  are  declared  to  apply  to 
mortgage  preference  stock,  and  funded  debt,  as  the  case  may  be,  in 
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all  respects  as  if  these  latter  phrases  occurred  whenever  the  former 
is  used  (sec.  35). 
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These  documents  are  of  such  general  use  in  mercantile  transac-  General  rule, 
tions,  that  it  has  been  long  settled  that  any  partner  of  a  trading 
firm  has  implied  power  to  draw,  accept,  grant,  or  indorse  bills  and 
notes  in  the  company  name  (a). 

But  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  this  rule  applies  to  firms  that  Boes  not  apply 
are  not  properly  mercantile  or  trading.  According  to  the  English  than  trading. 
authorities,  it  seems  that  the  power  of  granting  and  accepting  such 
documents  is  not  presumed  where  its  existence  is  not  necessary  or 
usual  in  carrying  on  the  particular  business  in  which  the  company  is 
engaged  (6).  And  it  has  accordingly  been  held  not  to  exist  in  com- 
panies of  solicitors  (c),  farmers  (d),  quarriers  («),  and  the  like,  where 
no  usage  or  necessity  to  support  its  exercise  could  be  shown  (/). 

For  a  similar  reason,  this  power  will  not  be  held  to  exist  in  Nor  without 
relation  to  matters  plainly  without  the  line  of  business  pursued  by  ness. 
the  firm  (jr). 

Whenever,  again,  it  can  be  made  to  appear  that  the  creditor  What  if  exep- 

1  ,       ,.1,  1    i.  .  1  n  ciseofthis 

knew  the  bill  was  granted  for  a  pnvate  and  not  for  a  company  power  ib  pro- 
debt,  it  will  not  be  effectual  against  the  company  (A),  even  though 
the  company  have  been  benefited  by  the  transaction  (i) ;  and  the 


(a)  2  Bell's  Ck)m.  615.  Selkrig  v. 
Dunlop,  1804,  Hume  277  ;  Tumhull 
V.  M'Kit,  1822,  1  S.  331 ;  Anderston, 
Vict.  So.,  1828,  6  S.  928  ;  Blair  Iron 
Co.,  1855,  House  of  Lords,  18  D.  49, 
27  Jur.  614 ;  Gordon  v.  Sutherland^ 
1761,  M.  14677 ;  Naughton  v.  Ritchie, 
M.  1490 ;  Dewar  v.  MiUer,  1766,  M. 
U569  J  Smith  v.  Jarves,  Lord  Ray- 
mond 1484 ;  Lane  t.  Williams,  2  Vera. 
277. 

(6)  Dickinson  v.  Valpy,  10  B.  and 
C.  128,  3  Boes  L.  C.  561.  Chitty  on 
Bilk,  p.  35. 

(c)  HedUy  v.  Bainhridge,  3  Q.  B. 
316. 

(<0  Grtenslade  v.  Doicer,  7  B.  and 
C.  635. 


(e)  Thicknesse  v.  Bromilow,  2  Cr. 
and  J.  425. 

(/)  See,  on  this  subject,  Proudfoot 
V.  Lindsay,  1825,  3  S.  310.  Stoiy  on 
Part.  8.  102a,  and  as.  126-7 ;  CoU. 
269  ;  Lind.  214  ;  Bisset  67. 

(jg)  Kennedy,  1814,  18  F.  C.  122. 
Here  the  bill  bore  to  be  for  value  in 
soda,  bat  the  company  did  not  trade 
in  such  wares.  Compare  Tumbull 
V.  M'Kie,  1822,  1  S.  331 ;  Stein  v. 
Calder,  1794,  1  Bell's  Com.  402,  n.  8. 

(h)  Miller  v.  Douglas,  1811,  16  F. 
C.  154 ;  Mattheson  v.  Fraser,  1820, 
Hume  758  ;  Blair  v.  Bryson,  1835, 13 
S.  901. 

(t)  Johnston  and  Co.,  House  of 
IjordB,  1822,  1  S.  App.  244. 
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company  will  not  be  bound  by  the  signature  of  a  partner  socio 
nomine  when  he  was  prohibited  from  accepting  for  the  company, 
and  the  creditor  had  notice  of  this  restriction  (a).  But  if  the 
creditor  had  no  notice  that  a  restriction  of  this  kind  existed,  and  if 
the  nature  of  the  company  business  implied  the  power  of  drawing 
bills,  the  company  will  be  bound  (b).  If,  however,  it  be  proved 
that  the  bill  was  issued  by  a  partner  in  fraud  of  his  fellows,  it  has 
been  held  in  England  that  the  holder  will  have  to  show  that  he 
gave  value  (c).  This  rule  is  extremely  equitable,  and  there  seems 
no  reason  to  doubt  that  it  is  law  in  Scotland  (d).  In  one  case  a 
firm  consisted  of  two  partners,  viz.  Charles  Archer  and  Son,  who 
were  also  partners  of  the  Perth  Foundry  Company,  which  consisted 
of  four  partners.  The  first  firm  were  indebted  by  promissory-note 
to  one  Proudfoot  for  £1000 ;  and  having  fallen  into  difficulties,  they 
prevailed  on  the  manager  to  concur  with  them  in  granting  a  promis- 
soiy-note  for  the  same  amount,  in  name  of  the  Foundry  Company, 
in  consideration  of  which  Proudfoot  cancelled  his  note  by  the  firm 
of  Charles  Archer  and  Son.  This  was  done  without  the  knowledge 
of  the  other  partner  of  the  Foundry  Company,  which  was  after- 
wards sequestrated.  Proudfoot  claimed  on  the  note,  bat  his  claim 
was  rejected  on  the  ground  that  the  note  was  uUra  vires  of  even  a 
majority  to  grant  (e).  E  converso^  a  partner  of  a  bank,  who  dis- 
counted a  bill  as  an  individual,  was  held  not  to  be  identified  with 
the  agent  of  the  bank  of  which  he  was  a  partner,  so  as  to  subject 
him  to  exceptions  pleadable  against  the  bank  agent,  and  so  prevent 
his  recovering  on  the  bill  (/). 
Directors,  etc.  Directors,  managers,  and  other  officials  of  public  companies, 

stand  in  a  somewhat  different  position  from  partners  in  a  private 
firm  as  to  the  power  of  binding  their  companies  by  bills  and  notes. 
According  to  the  old  common  law  of  England,  corporations  could 

(a)   Galway  v.  Matthew^  10  East  (h)  Per  I/>rd  Chancellor,  ex  partt 

263,  8  Ross  L.  G.  507 ;    Willis  v.  Bonhonus,  8  Yes.  542. 

Dyaon,  1  Stark.  164 ;    Vice  v.  Flem-  (c)   Grant  v.  Hawkes,  Chitty  52, 

tw^,  1  Yd.  and  Jer.  227.    See  M'Leod  No.  9. 

V.  Tosh,  1886,  14  S.  1058.    Here  the  (cf)  See,  however,  WiLson'is  Thoni- 

company  was  dissolved,  and  the  credi-  son  on  Bills,  p.  159. 

tor  knew  that  the  partner  who  signed  (e)  Proudfoot  v.  Lindsay,  1825.  3 

was  only  empowered  to  wind  up  the  S.  310. 

concern.  (/)  Doxcnts  v.  ^PFie  and  Co,,  1829, 

8  S.  246. 
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contract  only  by  deed  under  the  corporate  seal.    Hence  their  office- 
bearers were  held  to  have  no  power  to  bind  them  by  negotiable 
documents  (a).    The  tendency^  however,  in  modem  times  has  been 
towards  a  relaxation  of  this  rule  in  incorporated  mercantile  com- 
panies, where  the  interests  of  commerce  seemed  to  require  it ;  and 
this  is  particularly  to  be  observed  in  the  American  branch  of  English 
law  (i).    In  Scotland,  the  rule  requiring  contracts  by  corporations 
to  be  under  seal  has  not,  at  least  in  modem  times,  been  much  in- 
sisted in  ;  but  agreements  or  obligations  by  such  associations  have 
been  held  valid  when  subscribed  by  their  office-bearers  for  the 
time  being  (c).    Hence  in  this  country  the  question  whether  an 
incorporated  company  can  be  bound  by  bills  or  notes  signed  by  its 
directors  or  officials,  does  not  seem  to  have  been  complicated  by  the 
same  technical  difficulties  as  in  England.    As  regards  unincorporated 
joint-stock  companies  managed  by  directors  or  other  officials,  it  has 
more  than  once  been  decided  in  England,  that  as  these  officials  are 
to  be  considered  special  agents,  they  do  not  bind  the  company  by 
signing  bills  or  notes,  unless  this  power  has  been  specially  conferred ; 
and  that  even  as  regards  unincorporated  associations^  the  public  are 
bound  to  make  themselves  aware  of  the  regulations  of  the  company 
in  this  respect  (d).    In  Scotland,  the  tendency  would  seem  to  be  to 
hold  the  power  as  implied  both  in  corporate  and  unincorporate  asso- 
ciations, whenever  its  exercise  is  plainly  necessary  for  the  manage- 
ment of  the  company  business,  though  the  articles  of  association 
or  even  the  incorporating  instrument  do  not  bear  it  per  expreasum^ 
so  long  at  least  as  they  contain  no  regulation  to  the  contrary.  And 
this  will  hold,  h  fortiorij  when  the  power  in  question  has  been  exer- 
cised practically  without  objection  for  a  considerable  time  (e).     It 
is  even  a  matter  of  doubt  whether  this  is  not  abo  the  drift  of  the 
English  decisions  in  modem  times  (/). 


(a)  Chitty  on  Bills  9. 

(6)  Story  on  Bills,  s.  79 ;  Bayley  78-9. 

(c)  Menzies*  Lectuies  209. 

(d)  See  Thomson  v.  Un,  Salvage  Co., 
1  Ex.  694  ;  Brown  v.  ByerSy  16  M.  and 
^V.  252 ;  Bramah  y,  Roberts,  3  Bing- 
bam  N.  G.  968 ;  Dickinson  v.  Valpy, 
10  B.  and  C.  128,  3  Ross  L.  G.  561. 

(«)  See  Sicinhurne  v.  West,  Bank  of 
Sroiland,  1856,  18  D.   1025;   North 


British  Bank  r.  Ayrshire  Iron  Co,,  15 
D.  782 ;  Wilson's  Thomson  on  Bills  142. 
But  see  also  Telford  v.  James,  etc, 
1822,  as  reversed  1824,  2  S.  App.  220. 
(/)  See  Gordon  v.  Assur.  Co,,  1  H. 
and  N.  599  ;  Thompson,  8  G.  B.  849  ; 
Allen,  9  G.  B.  574 ;  Aggs,  1  H.  and 
N.  165 ;  Lindus,  2  H.  and  N.  293); 
Halford,  16  Q.  B.  442 ;  Edwards,  6 
Ex.  269.    But  see  also  Lindley  215. 
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Mode  of  Even  when  full  power  is  possessed  by  partners  or  officials  to 

compaiiy.  bind  their  companies  by  signing  bills  and  notes,  these  documents 

may  be  signed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  bind  not  the  company,  but 
the  partner  or  official  alone.  To  bind  the  company,  the  bill  or  note 
must  purport  to  be  the  paper  of  the  company.  This  may  be 
effected  by  adhibiting  the  signature  of  the  firm  by  which  it  grants 
obligations,  signing  per  procurationem^  or  otherwise  ex  fctcie  indicatr 
ing  that  it  is  the  obligation  of  the  company  (a).  The  company 
must  appear  on  the  document  in  its  proper  style.  Thus,  it  has  been 
held  in  England,  that  where  the  style  of  a  firm  was  *  John  Blurton' 
merely,  it  was  not  bound  by  a  bill  signed  *  John  Blurton  and  Co.' (6). 
If,  however,  the  variation  be  not  essential,  the  firm  is  bound.  Thus, 
where  the  firm  was  *  Seymour  and  Ayres,'  a  note  accepted  thus, 
Thomas  Seymour  and  Sarah  Ajres,  was  held  to  bind  the  firm  (c). 
Trading  firms  possessing  a  name  containing  the  names  of  one  or 
more  partners,  e,g.  John  Smith  and  Co.,  are  bound  by  bills  or 
notes  signed  for  them  in  this  manner  (d).  But  when  the  company 
uses  a  descriptive  name,  such  as  the  *  Blair  Iron  Company,'  the 
adhibition  of  this  per  se  will  not  be  sufficient ;  the  document  ought 
to  be  signed  per  procurationem  of  the  partner  or  official,  thus, 
*  The  Blair  Iron  Company,  per  Alexander  Alison.'  Yet  it  has 
been  held  that  any  form  of  signature  from  which  it  appears  that 
the  note  is  granted  by  a  party  entitled  to  sign  for  the  company  in 
that  character,  is  sufficient  to  bind  the  company  (e).  It  has  some- 
times been  doubted  whether  signature  by  an  agent  is  sufficient  to 
warrant  summary  diligence  against  his  principal,  which  in  the  pre- 
sent, case  is  the  company.  But  such  mode  of  signature  would 
appear  to  be  as  valid  as  any  other  for  this  purpose  (/). 
Partners  may  It  is  to  be  observed,  however,  that  in  order  to  bind  the  com- 

eeives  and  not    P^^^Jj  ^^^  signature  of  the  agent  must  be  expressly  as  agent  or  pro- 
t  le  company,     ^m-ator  for  the  company ;  if  he  merely  signs  his  individual  name, 
the  company  will  not  be  liable,  though  he  himself  will  remain  effec- 


(a)  Telford  v.  James,  etc.,  1822,  as 
reversed  1824,  2  S.  App.  220  ;  Wixon 
V.  Dearis,  1849,  11  D.  1188 ;  Murray, 
1827,  6  S.  147  ;  Johnstone  v.  Clifton- 
hiU  Co.,  1852,  15  D.  84. 

(6)  Kirk  y.  Blurton,  12  L.  J.  Ex.  117. 

(r)  Norton  y.  Seymour,  3  C.  B.  792. 


(d)  Thomson  v.  LiddeU  and  Co.,  2 
July  1812,  16  F.  C.  721 ;  Wixon  r. 
NicoU,  1849,  11  D.  1188. 

(e)  Blair  Iron  Co.  v.  Alison,  1855, 
18  D.  (House  of  Lords)  49. 

(/)  Sec  Turnhull  v.  APKit,  1822,  1 
S.  353. 
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tuallj  bound  (a).  And  it  does  not  necessarily  make  any  difference 
in  such  a  case,  that  the  proceeds  of  the  bill  or  note  have  been  used 
for  company  purposes  (6).  Upon  this  principle,  it  has  been  held 
that  a  bill  accepted  by  one  of  a  firm  of  two  partners  in  his  in- 
dividual name  does  not  bind  the  partnership,  that  is,  the  other 
partner  (e) ;  and  it  has  even  been  questioned  in  Scotland  whether 
a  bill  accepted  by  all  the  partners  as  individuals,  bound  the  com- 
pany (d).  In  relation  to  this  matter,  it  has  been  settled  in  England 
that  a  bill  drawn  per  expressum  on  the  firm,  and  accepted  only  by 
a  single  partner  in  his  individual  name,  binds  the  company  (e) ; 
bat  that  if  a  partner  adhibits  his  name  to  a  note  without  promising 
to  pay  for  the  company,  he  binds  only  himself,  though  the  note  may 
be  granted  for  a  partnership  debt  (/).  And  this  would  appear  to 
be  the  law  of  Scotland  when  rightly  understood. 

But  it  is  held,  e  conversOy  that  a  bill  drawn  on  a  partner  as  an 
individual,  and  accepted  by  him  for  the  firm^  does  not  bind  the  firm, 
apparently  on  the  principle  that  to  allow  this  would  be  to  enable  a 
partner  to  interpose  the  credit  of  the  firm  for  his  private  debts  (g). 
And  in  like  nianner,  a  bill  drawn  on  the  directors  or  other  officials 
of  a  company  as  individuals,  and  accepted  by  them  as  on  behalf 
of  the  company,  has  been  found  to  bind  only  the  individual  accep- 
tors, and  not  the  company  (A).  Again,  a  bill  drawn  on  a  company 
and  accepted  by  its  officials  or  agents,  binds  the  company  and  not  the 
individual  acceptors,  except  in  so  far  as  they  may  be  responsible  as 
members  of  the  concern  (t).  But  it  has  been  very  justly  decided, 
that  persons  who  sign  a  promissory-note  as  the  office-bearers  of  a 
society  which  has  no  existence  and  therefore  cannot  be  sued,  or  of 
which  they  were  not  the  proper  representatives,  may  themselves  be 
proceeded  against  individually  (k).    It  has  been  held,  that  a  bill 

(a)  Td/ard  v.  James,  etc.,  1822, 1  S.  (/)  Siffkin  v.  Walker,  2  Camp.  308; 

290,  a«  revd.  1824, 2  Sh.  App.  219.  Murray  v.  Somerville,  2  Camp.  99,  n. 

{b)  Hogg  V.  Weir,  1748,  Elchiee,  No.  (g)  Nichollsr.  Diamond,  9  Ex.  154; 

10,  voce  Society.     See  Emly  v.  Lye,  Mare  v.   Charles,  5  E.  and  B.  978. 

15  East  7 ;  ex  parte  Emly,  1  Rose  61.  See  Serrell  v.  Derbyshire  Ra,  Co,,  9 

(c)  i^ffkin  V.  Walker,  2  Camp.  308.  C.  B.  811. 
See  Naughton  v.  Ritchie,  1712,  M.  1490.  (h)  BuU  v.  MorreU,  12  A.  and  E.  746. 

(</)  Johnstone  v.  Cli/tonhiU  Coal  Co,,  (t)  Eastwood  v.  Bain,  3  H.  and  N. 

1852,  15  D.  84.  738;  Cameron  Coalbrook  Co,,  6  Ex. 

(e)  Mason  ▼.  Rumsey,  1  Camp.  384;  269,  and  16  Q.  B.  442. 
Otfvn  T.  Van  Uster,  10  C.  B.  318  ;  ex  {k)  Rossy.  Young  and  Others,  1831, 

p^rte  Han-is,  1  Madd.  583.  9  S.  275. 
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accepted  by  the  secretary  of  a  company  *for  the  directors'  did  not 
bind  the  company,  there  being  no  general  authority  in  the  secretary 
of  a  company  as  such  to  negotiate  bills  for  it  (a).  Bills  drawn  on 
a  companyin  the  wrong  name,  and  accepted  in  the  proper  one,  bind 
the  company  {b).  And  where  a  firm  has  been  in  the  habit  of  using 
a  name  other  than  its  correct  or  existing  appellation,  it  will  be 
bound  by  bills  or  notes  bearing  such  name  (c).  Where  two  firms 
have  one  and  the  same  name,  and  some  of  the  partners  are  mem- 
bers of  both  firms,  a  bona  fide  onerous  holder  of  a  bill  bearing  tbe 
common  name,  and  who  has  had  no  notice  of  what  firm  was  the  true 
debtor,  has  recourse  against  all  the  members  of  both  firms  (d).  And 
where  a  firm  carries  on  business  in  the  name  of  an  individual, 
bills  bearing  his  name  will  bind  both  himself  and  his  dormant 
partners  (e).  It  need  hardly  be  observed  that  single  individuals, 
trading  as  companies,  will  be  liable  for  such  bills  as  they  accept 
in  the  name  of  the  supposed  firm  (/).  There  is  no  authority  for 
the  proposition,  sometimes  maintained,  that  a  partner  has  power 
to  authorize  a  stranger  to  indorse  bills  as  agent  in  the  company 
name,  so  as  to  bind  the  company.  Here  the  maxim  applies,  Dele- 
gatus non  potest  delegare  (g).  Even  where  a  partner  went  abroad, 
and  gave  his  copartner  a  power  of  attorney  to  manage  his  affairs, 
and  to  draw,  accept,  and  indorse  bills  in  his  name,  this  was  held  to 
have  no  connection  with  the  right  to  sign  partnership  bills  (h). 
English  niio,  It  has  been  held  in  England,  that  directors  who  had  no  power 

which  appears  .  .  .  , 

not  to  be  law  in  to  render  the  company  liable  for  bills,  had  still  power  by  indorse- 

Scotland.  ^      "^  r  .^ 

ment  to  transfer  the  contents  thereof,  so  as  to  enable  the  indorsee 
to  sue  the  acceptor.     It  may  be  doubted  whether  this  is  the  law  of 
Scotland  (i). 
Scotch  rule  as  When,  in  Scotland,  the  royal  charter  or  general  or  special 

to  incorporatod  . 

companies.  (a)  Neale  v.  Turton,  4  Bing.  149.         8  B.  and  C.  427  ;   ex  parte  Law.  3 

{b)  Lloyd  V.  Ashly,  2  B.  and  Ad.  Deac.  541. 

23.  (/)  Booth  V.  Commercial  Bank  Co., 

(c)  Williamson  v.  Johnson,   1   B.  1833,  2  S.  273  ;  and  see  Rose  t.  Moore, 
and  C.  146.  1833,  11  S.  334. 

(d)  M'Nair  v.  Fleming,  1805  and  (g)  The  case  of  Tennant  v.  Straekan, 
1807,  2  Bell  670,  n.  2,  aflF.  3  Dow.  1  M.  and  Malk.  877;  quoted  in  wipport 
229;  Davidson  Y.  Robertson,  ISlb,  as  of  this  proposition  in  Wilson's  Thoni»n 
aff.  3  Dow  218 ;  Baker  v.  Charlton,  on  Bills  160,  is  not  in  point. 
Peake  80;    Swan  v.   Steele,   7   East  (h)  Attwood  y,  Mmnings,7B.  uid 

210.  C.  278. 

(c)  South  Carolina  Bank  v.  Case,  (i)  .S'miM  v.  JoAn^on,  8  H.  and  N.  22:?. 
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act  by  which  a  company  is  incorporated  contains  no  provision 
as  to  the  mode  in  which  bills  or  notes  are  to  be  executed  on  its 
behalfy  snch  documents,  like  other  obligations,  are  made  binding 
on  the  company  by  the  subscription  of  the  proper  officials  for  the 
time  being  (a).  But  any  provisions  or  regulations  relative  to  this 
matter  which  may  be  contained  in  the  incorporating  instrument 
ought  to  be  rigidly  adhered  to,  as  a  deviation  from  them  in  essentials 
may  Uberate  the  company. 

The  provisions  of  the  Companies  Act,  1862,  are  as  follows : —  Companies  Act 
^  A  promissoiy-note  or  bill  of  exchange  shall  be  deemed  to  have 
been  made,  accepted,  or  indorsed  on  behalf  of  any  company  under 
this  Act,  if  made,  accepted,  or  indorsed  in  the  name  of  the  com- 
pany or  by  any  person  acting  under  authority  of  the  company, 
made,  accepted,  or  indorsed  by  or  on  behalf  or  on  account  of  the 
company,  by  any  person  acting  under  the  authority  of  the  company' 
(sec.  47).  It  would  seem  that  the  party  taking  the  bill  or  note 
from  the  company,  is  bound  to  see  that  it  is  signed  by  a  person 
having  autliority  to  bind  the  company  in  terms  of  the  statute. 
This  authority  must  have  been  conferred  by  resolution,  or  must 
be  coiitained  in  the  articles  of  association.  The  mere  fact  of  the 
persons  signing  being  directors  is  not  enough  (6),  unless  the  duties 
with  which  they  are  charged  plainly  involve  the  exercise  of  this 
power  (c). 

The  provisions  of  the  Companies  Clauses  Consolidation  (Scot-  Companiee  Act 
land)  Act  are  as  follows: — ^The  directors  are  empowered  to  ap- 
point one  or  more  committees  of  their  own  number,  with  power 
to  do  any  acts  which  they  themselves  could  lawfully  do,  and  with 
which  they  may  from  time  to  time  think  proper  to  entrust  them 
(sec  98).  And  it  is  declared,  that  with  respect  to  any  contract 
which,  if  made  between  private  persons,  would  be  by  law  required 
to  be  by  deed  or  by  writing,  and  signed  by  the  parties  charged 
therewith,  the  directors  or  their  committee  empowered  to  do  so  may 
make  such  contract  on  behalf  of  the  company,  either  under  the 

(a)  Bowie  v.  Wilson^  1695  :  Ander-  v.  Ernest,  6  E.  Jur.  N.  S.  439 ;  Lindus 

*oH  T.  Mortony  1779,  M.   2510,  and  v.  Melrose,  8  H.  and  N.  177. 
other  cases  there  reported.  (c)  Balfour  v.  Ernest,  supra ;  Lin- 

(h)  Bull  V.  Morrell,  10  L.  J.  Q.  B.  dus  v.  Melrose,  stipra.     See  Wilson's 

.'>2;  Bramah  v.  Roberts,  6  L.  J.  C.  P.  Thomson  on  Bills  144. 
316,  and  3  Bing.  N.  C.  963  ;  Balfour 
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common  seal  or  signed  by  such  committee,  or  any  two  of  them,  or 
any  two  of  the  directors  (sec.  100).  From  this  it  follows  that 
bills  or  notes  may  be  signed  on  behalf  of  the  company  by  any  two 
of  the  directors. 


BANK  CHEQUES. 

Bank  cheques  may  be  drawn  in  the  name  of  the  firm  by  an 
active  partner,  otherwise  the  business  would  often  come  to  a  stand. 
This  has  been  expressly  decided  in  England  (a).  The  same  would 
seem  to  apply  to  managing  officials. 

OUAHANTEE  AND  SURETYSHIP. 

As  it  forms  no  part  of  the  ordinary  business  of  $t  fiirm  to  become 
surety  for  the  debts  or  obligations  of  third  parties,  a  partner  is  not 
presumed  to  have  power  to  bind  the  firm  by  contracts  of  this  kind, 
unless  such  power  is  expressly  conferred,  or  plainly  implied  from  the 
nature  of  the  business,  as  in  the  case  of  guarantee  associations  (i), 
and  companies  who  buy  and  sell  on  del  credere  commissions.  After 
some  indications  of  a  contrary  doctrine  (c),  this  appears  to  have 
become  settled  law  in  England  (d) ;  and  the  same  principles  seem 
to  be  recognised  in  the  law  of  Scotland,  as  may  be  inferred  from 
the  cases  noted  below  (e).  It  must  be  admitted,  however,  that 
the  question  has  not  yet  been  raised  in  its  pure  form  in  this  part 
of  the  kingdom. 
Private  debts.  It  is  fixed  that  a  partner  cannot  pledge  the  credit  of  the  firm  in 

security  of  his  private  debt  (/) ;  unless,  perhaps,  where  the  debt  for 
which  the  guarantee  was  granted  was  plainly  in  the  company's  line 

(a)  Laws  v.  Round,  4  E.  Jur.  N.  S.  475,  and  3  Camp.  478 ;  Crawford  v. 

74,  C.  P.  Stirling,  4  Eep.  207 ;  Story,  Part  &. 

(h)  See  a  case  where  a  bond  of  cau-  111 ;  and  in  particular,  Brettely.  W7/- 

tion  by  a  guarantee  association  waa  liams,  4  Exch.  62«S.    See  also  /&'<% 

refused,  the  risk  not  being  within  the  v.  Taylor,  13  East  178. 
ordinary  business  of    the    company.  (e)  APNair  and  Co,  v.  Gray;  an*i 

Donaldson  v.  Findlay  and  Co,,  1860,  Hunter  v.  Speirs,  1803,   Hume  753; 

22  D.  1471.  Kennedy,  1814, 18  F.  C.  122 ;  DoHald- 

(c)  Hope  v.  Cust,  1  East  53 ;    ex  son  y.  Findlay  and  Co.,  1860,  22  D. 

parte  Gardom,  15  Ves.  286.  1471. 

{d)HaslehamY.  Young,  bQ.B.SliS',  (/)    See    the   preceding  cases  of 

Duncan  v.  Lowndes,  8  Roes  Lead.  Ca.  .   APNair  and  Kennedy. 
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of  business,  and  the  receiver  of  the  guarantee  was  ignorant  of  its 
being  a  private  transaction  of  the  partner^s.  In  such  a  case,  the 
firm,  it  is  thought,  would  be  bound,  but  of  course  with  indemnity 
against  the  offending  member  (a). 

A  letter  of  guarantee  by  the  managing  partner  of  a  company 
for  behoof  of  one  of  the  partners,  ^  to  the  extent  of  the  value  of  the 
stock  which  he  may  have  in  our  house,  subject  to  the  liquidation  of 
our  debts  and  engagements,'  has  been  held  valid  pro  tanto  against 
the  company  (&). 

Of  course  every  guarantee  irregularly  or  improperly  granted  by  Homoioga- 
partners  may  be  rendered  binding  by  homologation  on  the  part  of 
the  company  (c).  And  it  has  been  thought  that  power  to  guarantee 
in  a  particular  instance  may  be  safely  inferred,  where  in  a  previous 
course  of  dealing  similar  guarantees  had  been  given  in  the  partner- 
ship name  with  the  privity  of  all  the  partners  (d)* 

Proper  guarantee  must,  in  relation  to  this  question,  be  distin-  Difference 

l)d^7eeii 

guished  from  granting,  accepting,  or  indorsing  bills  and  notes,  guaranteeing 
Thus  it  has  been  held  in  England,  that  though  a  partner  has  no  wia^?  ^ 
implied  power  to  bind  the  firm  by  guaranteeing  bills,  except  by 
dra¥nng  and  indorsing  them  (e),  a  promise  made  by  a  partner  that 
the  firm  will  put  a  party  in  funds  to  meet  a  partnership  bill  when 
due,  in  order  to  indace  him  to  accept  it,  is  not  a  guarantee  trans- 
action, and  will  be  given  effect  to  (/).  And  it  has  been  held  that 
a  letter  of  guarantee  by  a  managing  partner  under  the  company 
firm,  of  the  bill  of  a  partner  to  the  extent  of  his  share  in  the  stock, 
was  binding  on  the  firm  (g). 

A  person  carrying  on  business  under  an  ostensible  firm,  of  Sole  partner. 
which  he  is  the  sole  partner,  binds  himself  by  a  guarantee  in  the 
company  name  (h). 

Directors,  managers,  and  other  officials  of  joint-stock  companies.  Directors,  etc 
being  special  agents,  their  powers  to  bind  the  company  cannot  be 

(a)  See  Sh.  Bell's  Com.  219.  (d)  Per  Loid  Ellenborough  in  Dvn- 

(6)  Buchanan  v.  Dennistoun^  1885,  can  y.  LowndeSy  3  Gamp.  478. 

13  S.  841.  (e)  Duncan  v.  Lowndes,  supra, 

(c")  Robertson  and  Co,  v.  Galloway         (/)  Johnson  v.  Peck,  3  Stark.  66. 

and  Beidf  1821,  1  S.  196 ;  Sandilands         (g)  Buchanany,  Dennistoun  and  Co., 

▼.  Marsh,  2  B.  and  A.  673;  Buchanan  1835,  13  S.  841. 

V.   Dennistoun  and  Co.,   1831,  9  S.  (h)  Rose  v.  Moore,  1833,  11  S.  344. 

557 ;  Paterson  v.  Colder,  1808,  14  F.  See  also  Booth  v.  Commercial  Bank, 

C.  235.  1823,  2  S.  273. 
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stretched  by  mere  implication.    It  has  accordingly  been  held  in 
England^  that  directors  have  no  implied  power  to  bind  the  company 
Personal  by  granting  indemnities  (bonds  of  relief)  (a).      But  it  must  be 

observed,  that  directors  as  well  as  partners  giving  guarantees  or 
indemnities  as  on  behalf  of  the  company,  are  held  personally  bound, 
where  their  acts  do  not  bind  the  company  (b)» 


LENDING. 

In  companies  established  for  the  express  purpose  of  lending 
money,  as  eg.  pawnbroking  companies,  every  partner  is  necessarilj 
presumed  to  have  this  power ;  and  the  same  will  also  hold  true  in 
the  case  of  banking  and  insurance  companies,  when  their  business 
is  known  to  be  carried  on  in  this  manner.  But  in  partnerships, 
where  lending  money  does  not  fall  under  the  scope  of  the  ordinal}' 
business,  it  is  probable  that  such  a  power  would  not  be  held  to  be 
implied.  In  no  case  would  a  partner  be  entitled  to  lend  partnership 
funds  as  a  favour  to  the  borrower,  and  on  the  understanding  that 
no  interest  was  to  be  paid. 

It  has  never  been  decided,  so  far  as  the  author  is  aware,  either 
in  this  country  or  in  England,  whether  a  partner  is  entitled  to  lend 
the  partnership  funds  in  such  a  way  as  to  prevent  them  being 
immediately  available  for  the  requirements  of  the  business ;  as,  for 
example,  to  invest  them  for  a  term  on  heritable  security,  on  deben- 
tures, or  the  like.  Reasoning  from  analogy,  it  should  seem  that  no 
such  power  is  implied  in  ordinary  partnerships ;  for,  if  it  were,  the 
whole  purposes  of  the  copartnery  might  at  any  time  be  defeated. 
Besides,  this  would  be  an  application  of  the  company  funds  never 
contemplated,  and  probably  entirely  at  variance  with  the  objects  of 
the  contract ;  nor  could  it  be  defended  on  the  ground  of  urgency. 

LETTING  AND  HIBING. 

Letting.  As  in  the  preceding  case  of  loan,  this  power  of  letting  will  be 

implied  where  such  transactions  form  part  of  the  ordinary  business 

1(a)   Ridley  y.  PhfmoiUh   Grinding  (h)  Haddon  v.  Ayers,  5  E.  Jnr.  N. 

Co.,  2  Exch.  711 ;    Kirk  v.  BeU,  16      S.  408,  Q.  B. ;  Barker  v.  AUaRy  6  H. 
Q.  B.  290.  and  N.  61. 
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of  the  firm :  e.g,  in  the  case  of  a  firm  of  horse- jobbers  or  livery- 
stable  men.  Bat  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  such  a  power  would 
be  impUed,  when  letting  for  hire  forms  no  part  of  the  company 
business  (a). 

Hiring  would  seem  to  stand  in  a  different  position.  It  must  Hiring, 
often  be  of  essential  importance  to  the  business  of  the  firm  to  obtain 
the  assistance  of  professional  persons,  of  skilled  artisans,  or  even  of 
ordinaiy  servants,  and  in  like  manner  to  secure  the  use  of  ships, 
conveyances,  or 'articles  of  machinery.  Nor  are  the  public  in  a 
position  to  judge  of  when  such  assistance  or  use  is  necessary.  It 
would  therefore  seem  that,  except  in  extreme  cases,  every  partner 
must  be  held  to  have  the  implied  power  of  hiring  for  the  firm. 
Thus  it  has  been  decided  that  one  partner  may  hire  servants  for 
partnership  purposes  (2»),  and  the  same  power  was  held  to  exist  in 
the  committee  of  a  trading  association  (c),  and  one  partner  may  bind 
the  firm  by  chartering  a  ship  on  its  behalf  (d).  Where,  however,  a 
coach  office  was  taken  by  a  partner  on  his  own  credit,  and  was  not 
used  entirely  for  company  purposes,  the  firm  was  not  held  liable  for 
the  rent  (e).  Though  a  trading  firm  should  be  reduced  by  death 
or  otherwise  to  one  partner,  a  contract  of  service  entered  into  with 
the  firm  does  not  terminate,  provided  the  surviving  partner  carries 
on  the  business  (/). 

INSUBANCE. 

Mercantile  agency  by  itself  does  not  imply  the  power  of  bind- 
ing the  principal  by  insurance,  nor  has  a  co-owner,  as  such,  power 
to  bind  the  other  co-owners  by  effecting  an  insurance  in  their 
name  (jr).  Yet  it  has  been  held  in  England  that  a  partner,  as 
^tinguished  from  a  part-owner,  may,  without  special  authority 

(o)  See  as  to  letting  a  shop,  Brown  (d)    Thomas  v.    Clarke,  2  Stark. 

y-  Smith,  1821,  1  S.  286.  460. 

(6)  Beckham  v.  Drake,  9  M.  and  (e)  Jardine  v.  M'Farlane,  1828,  6 

^.  79.    See  also  Batard  v.  Hawes,  2  S.  564. 

E.  and  B.  287  ;  Edger  v.  Knapp,  7  E.  (/)  Campbell  v.  Baird,  1827,  6  S. 

Jnr.583,C.P.  See  Cowan  y.M" Mick-  311. 

i^y  1846,  19  Jot.  91.  (g)   French  v.   Backhouse,  5  Bur. 

(c)  Batchelor  v.  APGUvray,  1831,  9  2727.    Abbott  on  Merch.  Ships,  etc., 

S.  M9.  10th  ed.  p.  78. 
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from  the  others,  bind  them  by  insurances  ordered  in  the  name  and 
on  account  of  the  firm  (a).  If  one  partner  insures  for  the  company, 
he  would  seem  to  have  the  power  of  abandonment  for  the  com- 
pany (6).  From  the  reason  of  the  thing,  the  same  rule  would  seem 
to  apply  to  managers  and  boards  of  directors.  In  the  cases  referred 
to,  the  insurance  was  effected  for  behoof  of  the  company  or  firm  ; 
but  it  may  be  asked  whether  partnership  property  may  be  insured 
for  behoof  of  and  in  the  name  of  one  partner.  As  to  this,  Kent,  C. 
J.,  said :  ^  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  partner  has  such  interest 
in  the  entirety  of  the  cargo  (belonging  to  the  firm)  as  to  enable 
him  separately  to  insure  it,  and  that  an  averment  that  he  had  an 
interest  in  the  property  to  the  amount  of  the  insurance  is  supported 
by  proof  of  a  partnership  interest  to  that  amount'  (c).  It  has  been 
doubted  whether  a  partner  in  a  particular  adventure  could  insure 
the  whole  property  in  his  own  name.  Obvious  reasons  might  be 
suggested  against  the  policy  of  conceding  such  a  power. 

(a)  Hooper  v.  Lushy,  4  Camp.  66 ;  aff.  6  Dow  116 ;  LLudley  226;  CoH 

Robinson  v.   Gkadow,  2  Scott  250;  289. 

Routh  v.    Thompson^    13   East   274  ;  (Jbi)  Hunt  v.  Roy^  Ex.  Insur.  Co.,  o 

Armitage  v.  Winterhottom^  1  Man.  and  M.  and  S.  47. 

Gr.  130.     See  also  the  Scotch  case,  (c)  American  case.     See  Phillipe  on 

Campbell  v.  Stein,  1813,  17  F.  C.  456,  Insurance  62. 
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CHAPTER    XIII. 


CONSTITUTION  OP  COMPANY  OBLIGATIONS. 

Companies,  partnerships,  and  firms,  being  according  to  the  law  Nature  of 
of  Scotland  qtuxsi  persons,  are  capable  of  incurring  obligations  both  obUgationfl. 
to  the  public  and  their  own  members ;  and  these  mast  be  regarded 
as  the  proper  obligations  of  the  association,  viewed  as  a  separate 
person,  and  not  as  the  joint  and  several  obligations  of  the  partners. 
Sach  obligations,  when  validly  contracted,  do  indeed  infer  liability 
against  the  partners  individually ;  but,  according  to  the  theory  of 
Scotch  law,  this  arises  not  from  the  partners  being  direct  obligants, 
bat  by  reason  of  their  being  bound  singuli  in  solidum  as  sureties  for 
the  company. 

The  company  being,  however,  an  artificial  and  not  a  natural  Pecoiiarities 
person,  incurs  obligations  by  means  of  its  agents,  who  are  either  element  of 
the  partners  of  a  firm,  or  the  managers  or  other  officials  of  a  com-     • 
pany.    In  considering,  therefore,  the  law  applicable  to  the  consti- 
tution of  company  obligations,  regard  must  always  be  had  to  the 
doctrines  of  agency,  of  which  the  principles  now  about  to  be 
considered  are  merely  a  particular  adaptation. 

Obligations,  viewed  in  reference  to  their  origin  or  constitution.  Origin  of 
vere  divided  by  the  civilians  into  two  great  classes  :  1.  Obligations 
arising  ex  contractUy  or  qiuzsi  ex  contractu ;  and  2.  Obligations  arising 
e^  dilictOy  or  quasi  ex  delicto.     This  division  may  with  advantage 
be  followed  in  discussing  this  branch  of  the  subject. 


I.  OBLIGATIONS  ABISIN6  FROM  CONTRACT  AND  QUASI  CONTRACT.   Contract  and 

quasi  contract 

An  obligation  arising  from  contract  or  quasi  contract  is  an  General 
engagement  or  undertaking  to  do  or  refrain  from  doing  something,  ^^^^^^  *** 
and  vests  in  the  obligee  a  right  to  demand  performance.    To  a 

Q 
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valid  obligation,  consent  on  the  part  of  the  obligor  is  abaolutely 
necessary.  It  may  be  proved  by  writ,  by  acts,  or  prout  de  jure, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  contract.  Sometimes  the  contract 
is  not  completed  at  once,  the  consent  being  saspended.  In  this 
case  it  is  technically  said  that  there  is  locus  pcenitenticB, 

If,  however,  in  this  state  of  matters  anything  important  is  per- 
mitted by  the  obligor  to  be  done  by  the  obligee,  on  the  faith  of  the 
inchoate  contract,  so  that  matters  no  longer  remain  entire,  then  m 
inferventus  is  said  to  take  place,  and  there  is  no  longer  locus  pcsni- 
tenticB,  If,  again,  while  the  contract  still  remains  incomplete  from 
defect  or  informality,  something  is  done  by  the  obligor  in  respect  of 
which  it  is  confirmed  or  adopted,  homologation  is  said  to  take  place, 
and  the  contract  cannot  afterwards  be  repudiated  or  resiled  from  (a). 

These  principles  are  all  of  them  applicable  to  contracts  entered 
into  by  a  firm  or  company,  and  in  their  application  sometimes  give 
rise  to  important  questions. 

Modes  in  which  the  Company  is  bound. 

Written  As  regards  unincorporated  associations,  whether  they  be  mere 

^incorporated  firms  or  commou  law  companies,  the  proper  mode  of  binding  the 
associa  ons,      ^^jj^^gjij^  jg  ^y  jji  fc^e  members  signing  their  names  individually  (W- 

•  'And  this  rule,  which  arises  from  the  fact  that  such  associations  are 
not  corporations,  should  be  rigidly  adhered  to  in  all  contracts  of  im- 
portance, particularly  such  as  do  not  fall  within  the  ordinary  sphere 
of  the  company's  line  of  business — e.g,  where  a  cash  credit  bond 
is  signed  by  a  company  as  sureties.  But  it  is  not  rigidly  enforced 
in  the  case  of  mercantile  documents  plainly  falling  within  the  com- 
pany's sphere  of  operations,  where  a  partner  has  implied  powers  of 
agency  to  bind  the  concern  (c).  In  such  cases  the  company  will  be 
bound  by  any  partner  subscribing  the  social  name  when  it  includes 
the  name  of  one  or  more  individuals  (d).  It  will  also  be  boond  bj 
his  signing  his  own  name  per  procurationem  for  the  company,  and 
in  so  doing  he  may  designate  the  company  by  a  descriptive  name 

(a)  Shaw's  Bell's  Prin.  p.  12.  839 ;  Forsyth  v.  Hare  and  Co.  18S4, 

(h)  Chnstie  t.  Reid,  1826,  4  S.  368 ;  18  S.  42 ;  M'Lean  v.  Rose,  1886, 15 

Melliss  V.  The  Royal  Bank,  1816, 18  F.  S.  236. 

C.  454.  (d)  Selkrig  v.  Dunhp,  1804,  Hume 

(c)  See  Robb  v.  Forrest,  1830,  8  S.  277. 
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which  does  not  include  the  names  of  individuals,  provided  such  name 
is  that  by  which  the  company  is  generally  known  (a)  ;  but  signa- 
ture by  the  descriptive  name  without  joinder  of  the  signing  partner 
as  agent  would  not,  it  is  thought,  be  enough  (6).  Care  must  be 
taken,  however,  in  thus  signing  per  procurationem^  that  the  fact  of 
agency  plainly  appear  ex  fade  of  the  signature,  otherwise  the  obli- 
gation may  be  held  to  be  that  of  the  partner  as  an  individual,  and 
not  of  the  company  (c).  All  such  compendious  modes  of  binding 
the  company  depend  for  their  validity  on  the  fact  of  the  transaction 
being  within  the  company's  known  line  of  business,  and  therefore 
covered  by  the  agency  of  the  partner  signing  the  document.  If 
this  is  not  so,  the  partner  may  indeed  be  bound  personally,  but  the 
company  will,  unless  upon  other  grounds,  incur  no  obligation  whatr- 
ever  (rf). 

As  to  corporations,  it  would  rather  appear  that  the  ancient  by  corpora- 
common  law  of  Scotland  resembled  that  of  England  in  requiring 
contracts  of  importance  to  be  evidenced  by  deed  under  the  common 
seal  (e).  If,  however,  this  were  so,  the  custom  has  long  since  gone 
oat  of  use ;  and  it  has  become  the  rule,  that  corporations  may  be 
bound  by  the  signature  of  their  officers  duly  appointed  for  that 
pnrpose,  and  signing  p^  procurationem  (/). 

But  as  regards  incorporated  mercantile  associations,  it  may  be  inooiporate 

,  asaociatious. 

laid  down  as  a  general  rule,  that  they  will  only  be  effectually  bound 
when  the  formalities  have  been  duly  observed  which  are  contained 
in  the  instruments  of  their  incorporation,  whether  charter  or  general 
or  special  act  (g). 

The  provisions  of  the  Company  Glauses  (Scotland)  Act,  1845,  Act  of  1845. 
with  reference  to  this  matter,  are  as  follows :  ^  With  respect  to  any 
contract  which,  if  made  between  private  persons,  would  be  by  law 

(a)  See  Blair  Iron  Co.  ▼.  Alison,  v.  Shepherd,  1821,  1  S.  179 ;  Kennedy^ 

1855,  18  D.  H.  of  L.  49,  27  Jur.  614  ;  1814,  18  F.  C.  162. 
Flemng  v.  Ballantyne,  1842,  6  D.  305.  (c)  Erak.  i.  7,  64 ;  Act  1566,  c.  29 ; 

(h)  Culcreuch  Cotton  Co.  v.  Mathie,  Act  1579,  c.  80  ;  Reg.  Maj.  1.  3,  c.  8 ; 

1822,  2  a  47,  Sh.  Bell's  Pr.  399.  Karnes'  Eluc.  Art.  24. 

(0    See  Aberdeen    Brew.    Co.  v.  (/)  Bowk  v.  Wilson,  1695 ;  Mag. 

Gray,  WiL  Thorn.  Bills  164 ;  M'Gavin  of  Pittenweem,  1752  ;  Livy  v.  Mudie, 

T.  Ogarie,  1854,  16  D.  540 ;  Johnston  1774  ;  Anderson  v.  ilforton,  1779,  all 

^.  CHftanhill  Coal  Co.,  1852,  15  D.  in  M.  2511  et  seq. 
M.  (g)  See  Great  Nor.  Ra.  Co.  v.  Inglis, 

(<0  See,  as  to  this,  WNair  and  Co.  1851,  13  D.  1315,  aff.  1852,  24  Jur. 

V.  Gray,  etc.,  1803,  Hume  753 ;  Clarke  434. 
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required  to  be  by  deed  or  by  agreement  in  writing,  and  signed  by 
the  parties  to  be  charged  therewith,  then  such  committee  {ue.  a 
committee  of  the  directors)  or  the  directors  may  make  such  contract 
on  behalf  of  the  company,  in  writing,  either  under  the  common  seal 
of  the  company,  or  signed  by  such  committee  or  any  two  of  them, 
or  any  two  of  the  directors,  and  in  the  same  manner  may  vary  or 
discharge  the  same '  (a). 

Act  of  18G2.  The  Companies  Act  of  1862,  unlike  that  of  1856,  makes  no 

provision  dispensing  with  the  use  of  the  common  seal  in  the  exe- 
cution of  deeds ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  expressly  mentions  the 
possession  of  a  common  seal  as  one  of  the  incidents  of  incorporation 
under  its  provisions  (b) ;  and  provides  that  powers  of  attorney  may 
be  granted  to  persons  abroad  to  execute  deeds  on  its  behalf  under 
their  own  seals,  on  condition  that  such  power  of  attorney  shall  be  in 
writing  under  the  common  seal  (c).  BUls  and  promissory-notes  maj 
however  be  made,  accepted,  or  indorsed  on  behalf  of  the  company 
without  the  use  of  the  common  seal,  if  signed  in  the  name  of  the 
company  by  any  person  acting  under  the  authority  of  the  company, 
or  if  signed  on  behalf  of  or  on  account  of  the  company  by  any  snch 
person  (d). 

Act  1864.  *  The  Companies  Seals  Act,  1864 '  («),  gives  certain  faciliti^  for 

sealing  deeds  executed  in  foreign  countries,  to  such  restored  com- 
panies as  choose  to  adopt  its  provisions  in  their  articles  of  associa- 
tion or  by  special  resolution  (sec.  6).  According  to  these  provisions, 
a  company  under  the  Act  of  1862,  and  carrying  on  busmess  in 
foreign  parts,  may  cause  an  official  seal  to  be  prepared  foe  sifnili 
of  their  common  seal,  but  having  in  addition  inscribed  on  the  face 
theroof  the  name  of  each  and  every  place,  district,  or  territory 
abroad,  where  it  is  intended  to  be  used,  and  may  from  time  to  time 
break  up  and  ronew  such  seal  or  seals,  and  vary  the  limits  witbin 
which  it  is  intended  to  be  used  (sec.  2).  The  company,  by  in- 
strument under  its  common  seal,  may  empower  agents,  boards, 
managers,  etc.,  to  affix  this  official  seal  to  all  documents  requiring 
such  attestation ;  and  the  powers  so  given  continue  in  force  for 
the  time  specified  in  the  instrument,  or  until  notice  of  revocation 
(sec.  4).     The  person  aiGxing  the  seal  must,  by  writing  under  his 

(a)  8  and  9  Vict.  c.  17,  b.  100.  (h)  Sec.  18. 

(c)  Sec.  65.  (rf)  Sec.  47.  (e)  27  Vict.  c.  19. 
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hand  on  the  document  sealed,  certify  the  date  and  place  of  sealing ; 
and  the  company  will  be  thus  as  effectually  bound  as  if  the  docu- 
ment had  been  under  the  common  seal  (sec.  5). 

The  Letters  Patent  Acts  contain  no  provisions  relative  to  this  Letters  Patent 

'^  Acts. 

matter. 

As  to  contracts  perfected  otherwise  than  by  writing,  the  rule  Contracts 
is  that  the  company,  whether  corporate  or  unincorporate,  will  be  by  writing. 
bound  by  the  proceedings  of  its  accredited  agents  acting  in  that 
character,  and  so  that  they  themselves  would  be  bound  if  acting  as 
principals. 

The  provisions  of  the  Companies  Clauses  Consolidation  (Scot-  Act  of  1845. 
land)  Act,  1845,  in  relation  to  this  matter,  are  as  follows  :-^*  With 
respect  to  any  contract  which,  if  made  between  private  persons, 
would  by  law  be  valid,  although  made  by  parole  only,  and  not 
reduced  to  writing,  such  committee  (i.e.  a  committee  of  the 
directors)  may  make  such  contract  on  behalf  of  the  company  by 
parole  only,  without  writing,  and  in  the  same  manner  may  vary  or 
discharge  the  same '  (a). 

K  a  contract  be  merely  pending  between  the  firm  and  a  stranger.  Perfecting  of 
any  one  of  the  partners  may  rivet  it  indissolubly  rei  interventu^  e.g.  im^rventu, 
by  accepting  on  the  part  of  the  company  delivery  of  goods  in  rela- 
tion to  which  the  sale  had  not  been  formally  completed. 

It  is  often  a  matter  of  diflSculty  to  determine  whether,  in  con-  Whether  a 

/  partner  binds 

tracting,  a  partner  has  bound  the  company,  or  merely  himself,  or  the  company 

,  .      .  o*"  himself. 

both  ;  in  other  words,  whether  he  acted  as  a  principal,  as  an  agent, 
or  in  both  characters.  To  determine  such  questions,  recourse  must 
be  had  to  the  law  of  principal  and  agent,  the  principles  of  which, 
both  in  the  English  and  Scottish  systems,  may  be  briefly  stated  as 
follows : — 

If  an  acent  discloses  his  principal,  and  represents  himself  as  Principles  of 

.  .  ...  agency. 

acting  factorio  nomine^  he  binds  not  himself,  but  his  principal  ((). 
If  he  does  not  disclose  his  principal,  he  binds  himself  (<;).     If  a 

(a)  8  and  9  Vict.  c.  17,  s.  100.  1  D.  500  ;   Millar  v.  MitcMl,  1860, 

(6)  Brown  v.  M'Dougall  and  Co.,  22  D.  833. 

1802, 13  F.  C.  146,  Mor.  App.  Factor  1 ;  (c)  Robertson  v.  Gilki^pie,  1823,  2  S. 

Cowan  V.  Davidson  and  Co.^  1814,  17  376;  Edin.  and  Glasgow  Bank  v.  SteeU, 

F.  C.  605 ;  Jobson  v.  Ford,  1815,  Ilame  1 863,  26  Jur.  246.     1  Bell's  CJom.  492. 

364;  Findlayy.  Fleming  and  Co. y  1832,  See  Ferrier  v.  Dodds,  1866,  3  Macph. 

10  S.  739 ;  Hampton  v.  Adam,  1839,  561. 
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contract  be  made  with  a  man  on  his  own  credit,  he  cannot  escape 
from  personal  liability,  by  showing  that  it  was  known  at  the  time 
that  he  was  acting  as  agent  for  another  (a) ;  and  if,  in  such  a  case^ 
the  transaction  was  specially  concluded  on  the  credit  of  the  agent 
alone,  the  principal  will  not  be  bound,  even  though  his  existence 
was  disclosed  at  the  date  of  the  contract  (&).  The  case  is  afortim 
where  the  existence  of  the  principal  is  only  discovered  after  the 
date  of  the  contract.  If,  again,  an  agent  contracts  ostensibly  for  a 
disclosed  principal,  and  also  adjects  his  own  credit,  both  will  be 
liable  (c).  If  an  agent  disclose  his  agency,  but  conceal  the  name 
of  his  principal,  the  latter,  on  discovery,  will  be  held  liable.  If  a 
man  induce  another  to  contract  with  him  on  the  representation  that 
he  acts  for  another  party  to  that  effect,  and  this  afterwards  tarns 
out  to  be  untrue,  the  party  making  the  false  representation  cannot, 
in  general,  be  compelled  to  specific  performance,  but  he  will  be  held 
liable  in  damages  to  the  party  he  has  deceived  (d). 

When  these  rules  are  applied  in  questions  arising  between  com- 
panies, their  members,  and  the  public,  and  when  it  is  borne  in  mind 
that  in  partnership  agency  is  more  frequently  implied  than  express, 
the  following  would  seem  to  be  the  results : — 

1.  If  a  partner  contract  with  a  stranger  in  his  character  of 
partner,  he  binds  the  company,  and  is  himself  liable  only  as  a  mem- 
ber thereof  (e).  He  may,  however,  in  this  case  render  himself 
directly  liable,  e^.  by  representing  himself  as  sole  partner  (/),  or 
by  contracting  not  only  as  a  partner,  but  as  an  individual  (^). 

2.  If  a  partner  contract  not  as  a  partner,  but  as  an  individoal, 
he  binds  not  the  firm,  but  himself ;  and  even  though  the  firm  should 

Mercantile  Law ;  Livermore'e  TreaUse 
on  Agency ;  Story  on  Agency;  lindley 
261,  294  ;  and  the  cases  and  autlxm- 
ties  quoted  in  Millar  y.  MitMly  snprc. 

(e)  Ex  parte  Buclcky,  U  M.  and 
W.  469 ;  ex  parU  WiUm,  3  M.  D. 
and  D.  57  ;  MiUar  v.  MUchill,  s»pn\; 
Brown  v.  M^Dougally  supra, 

(/)  De  Mautort  v.  Saunders,  1  B. 
and  Ad.  398  ;  City  of  London  G<is  Co. 
V.  NicholU,  2  Car.  and  Pa.  365;  »'*'^- 
vell  V.  Perrin,  4  C.  B.  N.  S.  412. 

{g)  Higgins  v.  Senior,  8  M.  and  W. 
834;  €x parte  llVfeow,  8  M.  D.aadD. 57. 


(a)  Lang  and  Co.  v.  M^Leod^  1830, 
8  S.  323 ;  Sorley's  Trs,  v.  Graham, 
1832,  10  S.  319."  1  Bell's  Com.  492. 

(6)  Young  v.  Smart,  1831, 10  S.  180 ; 
Stevenson  v.  CampbeU,  1836, 14  S.  562. 

(c)  See  previous  cases,  and  Wood- 
side  V.  Cuthbertson,  1848,  10  D.  604. 

(d)  MiUar  v.  MitcheU,  1860,  22  D. 
833 ;  Brown  v.  M'Dougall,  1802,  M. 
voce  Factor,  App.  No.  1  ;  Burgess  v. 
Buck  and  Co.,  1829,  7  S.  824.  See  as 
to  English  law,  Addison  on  Contracts, 
4  th  ed.  ;  Bacon's  Abridgment,  voce 
Merchants  and  Merchandise  ;  Smith's 
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di  facto  receive  the  entire  benefit  of  the  transaction,  the  creditor 
would  seem  to  have  no  recourse  except  against  the  partner  on  whose 
indiyidaal  credit  he  had  contracted  (a). 

3.  If  a  partner  contract  avowedly  on  behalf  of  the  firm,  and  it 
afterwards  tarns  out  that  the  firm  is  not  liable,  in  respect  that  he 
had  no  authority,  either  express  or  implied,  to  bind  it  by  such  a 
transaction,  he  will  be  liable  to  indemnify  the  creditor  for  whatever 
loss  may  have  been  sustained,  whether  it  may  be  attributable  to 
fraud  or  an  innocent  mistake  (b). 

Such  appear  to  be  the  principles  which  the  law  will  apply  in  Queetions 
cases  of  the  kind  under  consideration.  But  it  may  be  observed, 
that  the  question,  whether  a  man  transacted  as  an  individual  or  as 
a  partner,  and  whether  he  disclosed  or  concealed  the  names  of  his 
copartners,  and  the  like,  are  questions  of  fact,  are  aided  (at  least 
in  modem  practice)  by  no  presumptions  of  law,  and  are  properly 
within  the  province  of  a  jury  or  its  equivalents  to  determine  (c). 

In  the  common  case  of  principal  and  ai^ent,  the  powers  of  the  Occasional 

1  .  1  1         '        ^  r  ,.,       difference. 

latter  are  la  general  express ;  but  m  the  case  of  partnerships  the 
powers  of  the  partners  are  for  the  most  part  left  to  be  implied  from 
the  natare  of  the  business.  This  circumstance  gives  rise  to  special- 
ties, which  it  will  be  necessary  to  examine  somewhat  in  detail. 

In  the  absence  of  notice  to  the  contrary,  the  public  are  entitled  ^  regards 

*"  ^  strangers. 

to  deal  with  every  known  partner  of  a  firm  on  the  assumption  that 
he  is  vested  with  such  powers  as  are  necessary  or  usual  in  carrying 
on  the  business  in  the  usual  way.  The  consequences  of  this  may 
be  stated  as  follows  (d) :  If  a  stranger  bona  Jide  contracts  with  a 
partner  acting  ostensibly  for  the  firm,  in  a  matter  which  may  fairly 
be  presumed  to  be  within  the  implied  agency,  the  company  will  be 
bound,  though  in  point  of  fact  the  partner  may  have  had  no  such 
authority,  or  may  have  been  expressly  prohibited  from  transacting 
for  the  company  in  the  matter  in  question  (e).    But  if,  on  the  other 


(a)  Endy  v.  Lye,  15  East  6,  3  Robb 
L.  C.  552  ;  Crum  and  Co.  v.  M'Lean, 
1868,  20  D.  751 ;  Tupper  and  Carr  v. 
RoweU,  1858,  20  D.  758. 

(6)  Finlayson  v.  Braidhar  Quarry 
Co.,  1864,  Macph.  1297 ;  ex  parte 
Ayace,  2  Cox  312 ;  Lloyd  v.  Fresh- 
.field,  9  Dowl.  and  Ry.  19. 


(c)  Millar  v.  MitcheU,  1860,  22  D. 
833. 

(d)  See  Powers  of  Partners. 

(«)  APNair  and  Co.  v.  Gray,  etc., 
1803,  Hume  753 ;  Kennedy,  1814, 18  F. 
C.  122  ;  Miller  y.  Douglas,  1811, 16  F. 
C.  154 ;  Blair  v.  Bryson,  1835,  13  S. 
901 ;  M'Leod  v.  Tosh,  1836, 14  S.  1058. 
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Effects  of 
notice. 


Powers  never 
presumed. 


Fraud. 


handy  the  stranger  knows,  or  by  ordinary  reflection  might  know, 
that  the  partner  was  overstepping  his  powers,  the  firm  will  incur 
no  liability  (a).  The  partners  may  indeed,  by  arrangement  among 
themselves,  limit  the  sphere  of  this  implied  agency  in  any  way  they 
choose ;  and  such  provisions  or  regulations  will  receive  effect  inter 
80cio8y  so  as  to  found  indemnity  against  the  partner  who  transgresses 
them  (b)  ;  but  they  will  have  no  effect  whatever  in  a  question  with 
the  public,  unless  it  can  be  shown  that  they  were  within  the  know- 
ledge of  the  person  who  transacted  with  the  partner  by  whom  they 
were  infringed  (c). 

If,  however,  it  can  be  shown  that  the  party  had  notice  of  the 
restriction,  then  the  firm  will  not  be  bound  (ef).  This  notice  may 
be  by  circular-letters  to  the  correspondents  of  the  firm  («),  or  by 
advertisement  in  the  public  prints ;  but  in  the  last  case  there  most 
be  evidence  that  the  notice  reached  the  creditor  (/)•  It  is  not 
necessary,  however,  that  notice  shall  be  proved  scripto.  If  know- 
ledge of  the  restriction  can  in  any  way  be  fixed  agiunst  the  creditor, 
it  puts  him  in  mala  fde^  and  estops  him  from  proceeding  against 
the  firm  (jr). 

There  are  some  powers  which,  from  the  nature  of  the  company 
business,  the  law  will  not  presume  to  appertain  to  the  partners,  and 
which  a  little  consideration  might  satisfy  any  one  the  partners  were 
not  likely  to  possess,  e.g.  power  to  guarantee  strangers  (A),  to  sell 
real  property  (i),  to  submit  to  arbitration  (A;),  etc.  If  a  third  party 
contract  with  a  partner  in  matters  of  this  kind  he  will  have  no 
claim  against  the  firm,  unless  he  can  prove  that,  such  power  actually 
existed,  or  that  by  former  acts  and  deeds  of  the  firm  he  had  been 
led  to  believe  in  its  existence. 

Cases  of  gross  fraud  too  often  occur,  in  which  it  cannot  be  said 
that  a  partner  has  exceeded  the  limits  of  his  agency,  but  rather 


(a)  Proudfoot  v.  Lindsay^  1825,  3 
S.  310 ;  and  previous  cases. 

(fi)  See  Indemnity. 

(c)  Shaw's  Bell's  Com.  218 ;  Dewar 
V.  Miller,  1766,  M.  14569  ;  Gkadon  v. 
Tinkler,  Holt  N.  P.  Cas.  586  ;  Morans 
V.  Armstrong,  Arms.,  M.  and  0.  Irish 
N.  P.  Rep.  25. 

(rf)  Galway  v.  Matthews,  10  East 
264,  1  Beirs  Illus.  242,  and  3  Roes 


Lead.  Ca.  507 ;  Blair  v.  MiUer  and 
Douglas.  1811,  16  F.  C.  164. 

(e)  WiUis  V.  Dyson,  1  Stark.  164. 

(/)  Rooth  V.  Quin,  7  Price  193 ; 
Galway  v.  Matthews,  supra. 

(g)  Alderson  v.  Pope,  1  Camp. 
404. 

(h)  See  p.  225. 

(0  See  p.  214. 

(l)  See  joo;^.  Arbitration. 


Chap.  XIII.]  BY  FRAUD.  249 

that  he  has  exercised  it  for  purposes  for  which  it  was  never  intended. 
Thus  a  partner  may  order  goods  on  the  credit  of  the  finn^  and  when 
received  apply  them  to  his  own  private  purposes  (a).  He  may 
accept  a  bill  in  the  company's  name,  and  having  discounted  it  put 
the  proceeds  in  his  own  pocket  (b).  In  these  and  similar  cases  the 
company  is  liable ;  for  the  acts  done  were  plainly  within  the  implied 
agency,  and  the  party  with  whom  the  transaction  took  place  was 
under  no  obligation  to  see  that  its  proceeds  were  properly  applied. 

There  are,  however,  some  transactions  which,  though  they  fall  obvious  fraud, 
within  the  limits  of  implied  agency,  are  of  such  a  nature  that  they 
cany  fraud,  or  at  least  grave  suspicion,  on  their  very  face.  Thus, 
if  a  partner  grants  a  note  or  accepts  a  bill  in  the  company  name, 
and  afterwards  tenders  it  in  payment  of  his  private  debt,  the  creditor 
may  fairly  presume  fraud,  if  he  is  aware  that  the  signature  of  the 
firm  is  in  the  handwriting  of  his  debtor.  And  accordingly,  in  such 
circumstances,  the  creditor  has  been  found  not  entitled  to  recover 
against  the  firm.  But  as  a  partner  may  be  a  creditor  of  the  firm, 
the  mere  fact  of  his  tendering  a  bill  accepted  in  the  company  name, 
in  payment  of  his  own  debt,  does  not,  in  the  absence  of  other  cir- 
cumstances, establish  fraud ;  and  therefore  the  firm  will  in  such  a 
case  be  bound,  if  the  creditor  can  prove  that  he  acted  in  perfect 
Ixmafide  (c). 

In  conclusion,  it  may  be  observed,  that  while  the  rules  as  to  General 
what  infers  and  what  excludes  company  liability  for  the  unautho- 
rized acts  of  its  partners  or  other  agents  are  as  above  detailed,  their 
practical  application  often  depends  on  a  mere  balance  of  circum- 
stances more  fitted  for  the  consideration  of  a  jury  than  any  other 
mode  of  decision  (d).    But  in  every  case  it  is  well  for  partners  to 

(a)  Bond  v.  Gibson^  1  Camp.  185.  1824,   2  S.  App,  467  ;    Turnbull  v. 

(ft)  Lane  v.  WUliams,  2  Vem.  277  ;  Mackie,  1822,   1   S.  331 ;  WUlet  v. 

Ridley  v.  Taylor^  13  East  175,  3  Robs  Chambers,  2  Cowp.  814,  3  Robs  L. 

L.  C.  492.  G.  476.     See  an  instance  where  a  bill 

(c)  Wells  V.  Masterman,  2  Esp.  N.  granted  in  name  of  a  company  by  a 

P.  Ca.  730 ;  Miller  v.  Douglas,  1811,  manager  and  a  majority  of  the  part- 

16  F.  G.    154,   3    Ross    Lead.    Ga.  ners  was  fomid  not  binding  on  the 

5CK) ;  Green  ▼.  Deakin,  2  Stark.  347.  company,  by  reason  of  its  having  been 

See  ako  Hope  v.  Oust,  1  East  51,  3  granted  for  a  private  debt,  Proudfoot 

Roes  L,  C.  486  ;   ex  parte  Bonbonus,  v.  Lindsay,  1826,  3  S.  310. 
8  Ves.  jun.  540,  3  Roes  L.  C.  470 ;  (rf)  Turnbull  v.  Mackie,  1822,  1  S. 

Johnston  and  Sharp  v.  Phillips,  1822,  381  ;  Millar  v.  Mitchell,  1860,  22  D. 

1  S.  App.  244  ;   Wallace  v.  Campbell,  833. 
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bear  in  mind,  that  to  entitle  the  company  of  which  they  are  mem- 
bers to  the  protection  which  the  law  ^ves  against  unauthorized 
acts,  it  is  always  essential  that  it  shall  have  acted  with  perfect 
fairness  and  good  faith.  Nothing  must  have  been  done  which 
could  deceive  the  contracting  party  into  the  belief  that  the  trans- 
action had  been  adopted  by  the  company,  or  could  induce  him  to 
delay  proceeding  against  the  partner  by  whom  he  had  been  misled. 
And  in  general  it  seems  only  fair,  that  as  soon  as  the  transaction 
comes  to  the  knowledge  of  the  company,  intimation  of  its  being 
unauthorized  should  be  made  to  the  opposite  party  (a). 
Ratification.  When  a  contract  is  invalid  against  the  company  by  reason  of 

the  transaction  having  been  ultra  vires  of  the  partner  vrith  whom 
it  was  entered  into,  and  its  having  been  known  to  be, so  by  the 
party  with  whom  the  contract  was  made,  it  may  generally  be  vali- 
dated by  rei  interventusy  homologation,  or  adoption  on  the  part  of 
the  company  (6).  But  it  must  always  be  considered  whether  the 
particular  transaction  be  one  within  the  limits  of  the  companys 
powers.  If  it  be  not,  no  ratification  however  formal  by  any  num- 
ber of  partners  less  than  the  whole  will  validate  the  transaction ; 
for  what  a  majority  could  not  do  originally,  they  cannot  ratify  by 
any  subsequent  act  (c).  If  the  transaction  lie  within  the  scope  of 
the  company's  sphere  of  action,  it  will  be  validated  by  the  ratifi- 
cation of  any  partner  possessing  the  necessary  agency,  express  or 
implied,  or  by  its  proceeds  being  in  rem  versam  of  the  company, 
whether  this  have  taken  place  by  a  partner  having  the  requisite 
agency  or  not ;  for  the  mere  fact  that  the  firm  has  allowed  the  pn^ 
ceeds  of  the  transaction  to  be  so  applied,  is  the  best  proof  of  its 
ratification  (d).  If  again  the  transaction  is  invalid,  as  being  beyond 
the  company's  sphere  of  action,  the  company,  if  they  have  taken 
the  benefit  of  it,  will  be  liable  to  indemnify  the  opposite  party,  and 
to  restore  him  as  far  as  possible  to  the  position  he  occupied  before 
entering  into  the  transaction  (e). 

As  to  ratification  by  companies  of  acts  done  by  their  directors 
or  other  officials,  see  *  Powers  of  Directors.' 

(a)  Proprietors  of  Bo'ness  Canal  v.  (c)  See  *  Powers  of  Majoritic«t*  a"*^ 

M' Alpine  and  Co,,  1791,  Hume  751.  Proudfoot  v.  Lindsay,  1825,  8  S.  SIO. 

(6)  Blaikie  Brothers  v.  Aberdeen  Rn.  (rf)  See  Duncan  v.  Lotrndes,  8  C*nip- 

Co.,  1851,  14  D.  66,  House  of  Lords  478,  3  Rosa  L.  C.  475. 

1852.  (0  Lindley,  S.  App.  71. 
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Damages  for  Non-fulfilment  of  Contracts. 

If  a  firm  or  company  fail  to  fulfil  an  obligation  arising  from  con-  Contracts  or 
tract  or  quad  contract,  but  without  fraud  or  fault,  it  becomes  liable 
in  damages  to  the  creditor  for  that  which  he  has  directly  lost  or  has 
been  prevented  from  gaining,  coupled  with  the  costs  of  the  proceed- 
ings for  obtaining  reparation  (a).     The  expression  *  without  fraud  or  Damag©,  direct 
fauW  is  here  used  to  mark  the  distinction  between  liability  for  inno-  quentiai. 
cent  breach  of  contract  and  liability  for  delict.     The  first  measures 
the  reparation  by  the  direct  damage  merely;  the  second  by  the  highest 
advantage  which,  but  for  the  delict,  would  have  been  enjoyed.    It  is 
sometimes  difiicult  to  determine  what  is  exactly  meant  by  the  expres- 
sion direct  damage,  as  opposed  to  that  which  is  collateral  or  conse- 
quential. A  few  observations  on  this  subject  may  not  be  out  of  place. 

In  pecuniary  obligations  the  damages  take  the  form  of  interest ;  Loss  of 
and  when  failure  to  implement  has  not  arisen  from  delict,  the  inte- 
rest is  not  to  be  measured  by  what  the  creditor  might  have  turned 
out  of  the  principal  by  embarking  it  in  his  trade  or  in  some  for- 
tunate speculation,  but  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent.,  which  is  still 
regarded  as  in  such  cases  the  legal  rate  of  interest  (ft).  Where, 
however,  a  special  contract  has  been  made  to  deliver  a  sum  of 
money  against  a  particular  day  in  order  to  be  employed  in  a  par- 
ticular manner,  it  seems  fair  that  the  company  should  be  held 
liable  in  interest  commensurate  with  the  damages  which  in  similar 
circumstances  would  arise  from  the  non-delivery  of  goods. 

When  a  breach  of  contract  takes  place  from  the  non-delivery  English 

Dracticc 

of  goods,  it  has  been  the  custom  in  England  to  award  damages 
according  to  the  price  at  or  about  the  day  when  the  goods  were 
contracted  to  be  delivered ;  while,  when  the  breach  of  contract 
arises  from  failure  to  return  stock  lent,  tl|e  damages  have  been 
assessed  at  a  higher  rate,  because  in  this  case  the  borrower  has  the 
lender's  goods  in  his  hands  (c). 

(a)  Stair  i.  17,  16 ;  Ersk.  iii.  75,  v.  Caledonian  Ra.  Co.,  1858,  20  D. 

S6.    See  Smith  on  Reparation.     It  is  1102. 

eseential,  however,  in  all  such  cases,  (h)  See  Smith,  1857,  19  D.  267. 

that   the    stipulation   for   breach   of  (c)  Leigh,  8  Taunt.  540,  Bell's  III. 

which  damage  is  claimed  plainly  ap-  42 ;    Gainsford,   2  Barn,  and  Cress, 

peare  ex  facie  of  the  contract.   Walker  624,  do.  42. 
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Srotch 
practice. 


When  both 
parties  are 
in  fault. 


Stipulated 
(laiua{^es. 


In  Scotland  this  distinction  does  not  appear  to  have  been  ob- 
served ;  but  the  practice  seems  to  have  been  to  take  as  the  criterion 
of  damage  either  the  highest  price  which  might  have  been  got  for 
the  goods  at  any  time  after  the  date  of  the  sale,  or  the  average 
value  between  the  stipulated  time  of  delivery  and  that  of  raising 
the  action.  A  list  of  the  more  important  decisions  bearing  on  this 
subject  is  given  below  (a). 

As  to  damages  arising  from  loss  of  profits,  see  cases  noted 
below  (i). 

If  the  loss  arises  from  the  fault  of  both  parties'  under  a  contract 
of  sale,  the  general  rule  was  that  it  must  be  borne  equally  by 
both  (c).  Latterly,  however,  it  has  been  laid  down  that  there  is 
no  fixed  rule  as  to  the  particular  time  at  which  the  difference  in 
the  price  of  goods  ought  to  be  taken  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  the 
amount  of  damage  sustained  by  non-delivery  in  breach  of  contract, 
but  that  each  case  must  be  regulated  by  its  own  circumstances, 
and  determined  by  the  verdict  of  a  jury  (d). 

Sometimes  damages  are  stipulated  in  the  contract,  as  exigible 
in  the  event  of  its  non-fulfilment.  If  this  be  so,  no  inquiry  into 
the  actual  damage  seems  competent  (e).  If,  however,  the  obligation 
be  merely  fortified  by  a  penalty,  that  is  held  the  limit  within  which 
the  jury  may  assess  damages  (/). 


Delict 


II.   OBLIGATIONS  ARISING  FROM  DELICT  AND  QUASI  DELICT. 

A  delict  is  an  offence  committed  with  an  injurious,  fraudulent, 
or  criminal  purpose.  Such  an  act  involves  all  who  are  concerned 
in  its  commission  in  criminal  penalties ;  but  independently  of  these, 
it  also  subjects  them  in  civil  damages. 

(a)  Morrin,  1806,  M.  Damage  App.      (1830)  ;  Afags.  of  Montrose  v.  For- 


1,  afif.  6  Paton  649 ;  Shirra,  Dec.  11 
1807,  F.  C. ;  Kohison  and-  Co.,  1808, 
Ih  F.  C.  74  ;  Anderson,  1809, 15  F.  C. 
206;  Dunlo}7,  1816,  18  F.  C.  382; 
Bell  V.  Leighton,  1819,  2  Mur.  74; 
Strachan  v.  Paton,  1824,  3  S.  259, 
N.  E.  184,  aff.  3  W.  and  S.  19  ;  Ro- 
berts, 1825,  4  Mur.  3 ;  Watt  v.  Mitchell, 
1839,  1  D.  1157  ;  Dickson  v.  Hender- 
son, 1849,  12  D.  306. 

(h)   Watson  v.  Kidslon,  1  D.   1254 


syth,   1834,    12    S.   429 ;    Dowue  r. 
M'Kinlay,  1834,  12  S.  528. 

(c)  Beid  V.  Steele,  1824,  8  &  141 
See  also  Scott  v.  Selbie,  1836,  14  S. 
574. 

id)  Watt  V.  MitcheU,  1839,  1  D. 
1157;  Higgins  and  Sons  v.  Dunl<f 
and  Co.,  1847,  9  D.  1407. 

(e)  Mortimer  v.  MiUar,  1849,  11  D. 
1218. 

(/)  See  Bell's  Prin.  p.  17. 
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A  quasi  delict  may  be  defined  to  be  that  gross  negligence  or  Quasi  delict 
impradence,   less  than  actual  fraud  or  malice^  in  the   doing  of 
something,  either  obligatory  or  lawful,  by  reason  of  which  another 
is  injured  in  person,  property,  feelings,  or  character.    This  also 
inrolves  all  concerned  in  liability  for  reparation. 

In  order  to  understand  in  what  manner  firms  and  companies  doctrines  of 

agency. 

incur  liability  for  delict  or  quasi  delict  committed  by  their  members 
or  agents,  it  is  necessary  to  advert  again  to  the  doctrines  of  agency. 

A  principal  becomes  liable  for  the  delict  or  quasi  delict  of  his 
agent,  when — Isty  he  has  authorized  it  to  be  done,  either  expressly 
or  by  implication ;  2<i,  when  he  has  adopted  it,  either  during  or 
after  completion ;  3d,  when  it  has  been  done  by  the  agent  in  the 
coarse  of  and  as  part  of  his  employment. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  principal  is  not  liable  when  he  has 
neither  ordered  nor  authorized  the  thing  to  be  done,  and  especially 
when  he  has  forbidden  it ;  nor,  again,  is  he  liable  for  the  act  of  his 
agent  done  maliciously,  and  not  in  the  course  of  his  employment  or 
as  part  of  his  business. 

These  rules,  by  which  the  liability  of  principals  for  the  acts  of  AppUcation 

'     •'  •/  JT  r  to  companies. 

their  agents  is  determined,  are  equally  applicable  to  companies  and 
firms;  it  being  borne  in  mind  that  the  company  or  firm  is  the  prin- 
cipal, and  that  the  agents  are  either  the  partners  or  some  other 
persons  employed  by  the  society  to  act  on  its  behalf. 

Some  illustration  will  now  be  given  of  the  application  of  these 
roles;  and  as  it  is  quite  the  same  whether  the  principal  be  an 
individual  or  the  quasi  person  of  a  company,  they  will  be  taken 
indifferently  from  cases  of  both  kinds. 

If  an  agent  receive  money  or  goods  on  behalf  of  his  principal.  Embezzlement 
or  in  the  course  of  the  business  in  which  he  represents  his  company. 
principal,  and  embezzles  or  misapplies  it,  he  renders  the  principal 
liable.  A  solicitor  who  was  employed  to  recover  the  contents  of  a  bill 
from  a  debtor,  put  it  into  the  hands  of  a  messenger  to  execute  dili- 
gence, and  to  receive  and  remit  the  money.  The  messenger  got  the 
money,  but  failed  to  remit.  The  solicitor  was  found  liable  for  it  to  his 
client  (a).  The  same  result  would  have  followed  if  in  this  case  the 
principal  had  been  a  company  of  solicitors  instead  of  an  individual, 
and  the  delict  had  been  committed  by  one  of  their  own  number  as 

(a)  Brown  v.  Forsyth,  1790,  Hume  318. 
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Money 
obtained  iu 
course  of 
business. 


Ignorance  of 
l)artnerH  docs 
not  avoid 
liability. 


Money  mnst 
have  Dcen 
received  in  the 
line  of  the  com- 
pany business. 


agent  for  the  firm.  So,  in  the  English  case  of  Willet  v.  Chambers  (a), 
a  partner  of  a  firm  of  solicitors  having  received  money  from  a  client 
to  invest  on  mortgage,  and  misapplied  it,  the  firm  was  found  liable 
to  the  client.  So,  also,  where  one  of  a  firm  of  solicitors  f raudulentlj 
obtained  money  out  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  but  entirely  without 
the  knowledge  of  his  partners,  and  handed  it  over  to  the  client,  the 
firm  was  found  liable  (b). 

In  like  manner,  when  a  firm  has,  iu  the  ordinary  course  of  its 
business,  received  money  or  property  belonging  to  others,  if  any  one 
of  the  partners  misapplies  it  while  in  the  custody  of  the  firm,  the 
firm  is  liable. 

In  Sadler  v.  Lee  (c),  the  members  of  a  banking  company  were 
authorized  to  sell  out  stock  standing  in  the  name  of  a  customer. 
One  of  the  partners  did  so,  and  the  firm  received  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale.  Another  partner  afterwards  misapplied  them.  The  com- 
pany was  found  liable. 

It  in  no  wise  lessens  the  liability  of  the  firm,  that  the  money 
which  was  afterwards  misapplied  was  originally  placed  in  the  cus- 
tody of  the  firm  by  a  fraud  of  one  of  the  partners  of  which  the 
others  were  ignorant,  or  even  that  they  knew  nothing  of  the  monej 
having  ever  been  in  their  custody.  If  the  funds  were  placed  to  the 
credit  of  the  firm  by  its  partner  or  known  agent,  the  firm  was  boimd 
to  know  that  it  had  received  such  funds,  and  was  bound  to  see  that 
they  were  properly  applied  (d). 

But  in  all  such  cases  it  is  essential  to  ground  liability  against 
the  firm,  that  the  money  or  goods  shall  have  been  received  by  the 
partner  or  agent,  or  placed  by  him  in  the  custody  of  the  firm, 
while  engaged  in  the  business  of  the  firm.  In  other  words,  the  act 
which  raises  the  liability  must  have  been  done  within  the  limits  of 
his  agency,  express  or  implied.  If  this  is  not  so,  then  no  liability 
is  incurred  by  the  partnership,  and  the  maxim  applies,  Culpa  tend 
auctores  sues.  Thus,  if  money  were  to  be  entrusted  to  the  partner 
or  agent  of  a  concern,  in  order  to  be  laid  out  on  securi^,  and  it 


(o)  2  Cowp.  814,  3  Roes  L.  C.  476. 

(b)  Brydges  v.  BranfiU,  12  Sim. 
369. 

(c)  6  Beav.  324.  See  also  Devayne^f 
V.  Noble^  1  Mer.  575 ;  VuUiamy  v.  Noble ^ 
3  Mer.  593  ;  Blair  v.  Bromley,  2  Ph. 


354  ;  ex  parte  Biddulph,  3  De  6.  and 
Sm.  587 ;  Devaynes  v.  NotfU^  1  Mer. 
611  and  624. 

(d)  Keating  v.  Marsk,  1  M.  and  A. 
582,  2  CI.  and  Fin.  250 ;  Stent  t. 
Marshy  6  B.  and  C.  551. 
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formed  no  part  of  the  business  of  the  concern  to  carry  out  transac- 
tions of  this  kind,  the  firm  would  not  be  liable  if  the  partner  after- 
wards should  embezzle  or  otherwise  misapply  the  money  (a). 

It  sometimes  happens  that  a  partner  enters  into  transactions  on  Private  acts  uf 
his  own  account,  and  not  as  agent  for  his  firm.  If,  in  such  cir- 
cumstances, he  commit  a  fraudulent  act,  such  as  misapplication  of 
faads,  he  does  not  bind  the  firm  ;  nor  does  it  make  any  difference 
in  a  case  of  this  kind,  that  but  for  his  connection  with  the  firm  he 
would  not  have  been  in  a  position  to  commit  the  delict  (b).  In 
like  manner,  the  mere  fact  of  a  partner  being  a  trustee  will  not 
render  the  fiirm  liable,  if  he  employs  the  trust  funds  in  the  business 
of  the  firm,  or  even  in  payment  of  its  debts  (c).  It  might  be 
argued,  indeed,  that  the  knowledge  of  the  partner  who  was  trustee 
must  be  held  to  be  the  knowledge  of  the  firm ;  and  this  would  be 
no  doubt  sound  law,  if  the  act  was  done  in  the  line  of  the  company's 
business.  But  in  the  supposed  case  it  is  not  so.  If,  however,  the 
firm  can  in  any  way  be  connected  with  the  fraud, — ^if  it  can  be 
shown,  for  instance,  that- the  other  partners  know,  or  ought  to 
know,  that  trust  funds  are  being  employed  for  the  purposes  of  the 
firm, — Pliability  at  once  attaches  {d).  Even  though  the  firm  is  not  identificatiou 
liable  for  trust  funds  applied  to  its  purposes  by  the  fraud  of  one  of 
its  partners,  yet  if  these  funds  can  be  identified  in  the  custody  of 
the  firm,  tLe  beneficiary  will  be  entitled  to  recover  his  own  (e). 

If,  within  the  limits  of  the  company  business,  one  or  more  Execution  of 
partners  execute  an  order  which  they  know  was  intended  for  a  for  another 

firm 

third  party,  they  by  so  doing  render  the  firm  liable  in  the  conse- 
quences (/)>  But  to  create  company  liability  in  such  a  case,  it  is 
necessary  that  the  order  has  been  de  facto  executed  by  the  com- 
pany, and  not  by  one  of  the  partners  as  an  individual. 

If  one  or  more  partners  induce  any  one  to  contract  with  the  Ooncoaiment 

*■  ^  "^  ^  .or  miareprc- 

firm  under  fraudulent  pretences  or  misrepresentation,  the  firm  is  sentation  of 

(a)  Barman  v.  Johnson,  2  £.  and  B.  (d)  M^Farlane  v.  Donaldson,  1835, 
61.  See  also  Slater  v.  Henderson,  1822,  13  S.  725  ;  Smith  v.  Jamieson,  6 
1  S.  229  ;  Sims  v.  Brutton,  6  Ex.  802.  T.   R.   601  ;    ex  parte    Poulson,  De 

(b)  Bishop  v.  Countess  of  Jersey,  2  Gex  79. 

Drew  143  ;  ex  parte  Eyre,  2  M.  D.  and  (e)  Lewin  on  Trusts  58]  ;  Landley 

D.  66.  250. 

(o)  Ex  parte  Ileaton,  Buck  386;  ex  (/)  Dickson  v.  Dickson  and  Co., 

part^Apsey,3Bro.C.C.2e6.  SeeCocA-  1830,  8  S.  933;   ibid.  1815,  1  Mur. 

rane,  17  D.  322 ;  Laird,  1855, 17  D.  984.  55  and  58. 
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ituiK)rtant  facts  liable  (rt).      Concealment  of  truth  in  such  a  case  is  as  mach  a 

in  relation  to  ... 

coutract.  ground  of  liability  as  an  assertion  of  falsehood;  and  therefore, 

where  a  shipping  company  contracted  to  carry  goods,  and  concealed 
from  the  shippers  that  their  vessel  was  under  detention  for  payment 
of  duties,  they  were  found  liable  to  the  shippers  for  loss  in  conse- 
quence of  detention  (6). 

In  the  English  case  of  Rapp  v.  Latham  {c\  Parry  and 
Latham  were  in  partnership  as  wine  merchants.  Rapp  contracted 
with  them  to  purchase  and  sell  wine  for  him  on  commission  as  they 
got  opportunity.  Parry,  the  active  partner,  obtained  large  advances 
from  Rapp,  which  he  represented  were  laid  out  in  this  way,  and 
certain  sums  were  paid  him  as  the  proceeds  of  the  supposed  sales. 
After  a  time  it  turned  out  that  no  purchase  or  sale  had  ever  been 
made  by  the  firm,  and  that  the  whole  of  Parry's  representations 
were  a  tissue  of  falsehoods.     The  firm  was  held  liable. 

Fraudulent  representations,  however,  only  bind  the  firm  when 
made  within  the  limits  of  the  implied  agency;  and  no  one  is 
entitled  to  take  the  word  of  a  partner  as  to  special  powers  having 
been  conferred  upon  him,  without  making  proper  inquiries  on  the 
subject,  either  by  seeing  the  partnership  contract,  or  ascertaining 
the  fact  from  the  other  partners  (d). 

False  Representations  made  to  induce  a  Person  to  become  a 

Partner, 


False  repre- 
sentations to 
induce  one  to 
become  a 
partner. 


It  forms  no  part  of  the  implied  agency  of  a  partner  to  induce 
others  to  join  the  firm  or  company.  If  such  a  power  exist,  it  must 
be  specially  conferred.  In  most  private  partnerships  it  is  not  com- 
petent for  one  partner  or  any  number  less  than  the  whole  to  assume 
a  new  partner,  or  to  assign  shares  in  favour  of  a  third  party, 
without  the  consent  of  all  the  others.  The  question  can  therefore 
hardly  ever  arise  in  a  private  partnership,  whether  the  firm  is  liable 
for  the  fraudulent  representations  of  a  member  which  have  induced 
a  third  party  to  enter  the  concern. 


(a)  Gihh  v.  WaiUn  and  Co,,  1829, 
5  Mur.  60. 

(h)  Paul  v.  Old  Shipping  Co,,  1816, 
1  Mur.  64  and  70. 


(c)  2  B.  and  A.  795.  See  abo  Blair 
V.  Broadey,  2  Ph.  354  ;  Lavel  v.  Htch, 
2  Y.  and  C.  Ex.  46. 

(d)  See  antea,  pp.  198  et  seq. 
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If,  however,  such  a  question  should  arise  in  a  private  firm,  and 
a  stranger  should  be  induced  to  join  the  concpm  on  the  fraudulent 
misrepresentation  of  a  partner,  it  is  evident  that  no  liability  would 
attach  to  the  firm  in  consequence,  because  the  partner  could  have  no 
implied  powers  to  make  such  misrepresentations.  Before  liability 
could  attach  to  the  firm,  it  would  be  necessary  to  show  that  they  had 
either  made  the  misrepresentations  as  a  body,  or  had  somehow  or 
other  authorized  one  of  their  number  to  do  so. 

In  companies  of  larger  membership  with  transferable  shares,  joint-st^ok 
each  partner  or  shareholder  is  entitled  to  dispose  of  his  interest  in  *^™p*^*^^ 
fayonr  of  whomsoever  he  will ;  and  as  the  matter  is  personal  to 
himself,  whatever  misrepresentations  he  makes  will  bind  himself 
only  (a).  These  larger  associations  are,  however,  managed  by  boards 
of  directors ;  and  a  very  important  question  has  arisen,  whether 
nntme  representations  made  by  any  or  all  of  such  directors  which 
have  had  the  effect  of  inducing  strangers  to  take  shares  in  the  con- 
cern, shall  render  the  company  liable. 

The  real  question  in  cases  of  this  kind  is,  whether  the  parties  Real  subject 
by  whom  the  misrepresentations  were  made  actually  represented  the 
company  in  so  doing ;  or,  in  other  words,  whether  they  held  agency, 
express  or  implied,  to  get  shares  disposed  of. 

When  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  company,  or  in  the  course  of  When  acts  of 

.  _,  ,  ,  ,  ,       misrepresonta- 

Its  ordinary  business,  to  obtain  shares  disposed  of,  the  company  will  tion  in  line  of 
be  liable  to  such  persons  as  purchase  on  the  misrepresentations  of 
those  to  whom  it  has  committed  the  management. 

In  the  case  of  The  National  Exchange  Co.  of  Glasgow  v.  Drew.  National 

.  .  Exchange  Com- 

a  partner  of  the  company,  which  combined  the  business  of  bankers  pany  v.  Drtw, 
and  sharebrokers,  purchased  additional  shares  of  the  company's 
stock,  the  price  of  which  was  advanced  to  him  as  a  loan  by  the 
company.  The  company  having  sued  the  purchaser  for  the  sum  so 
advanced,  he  stated  in  defence  that  he  had  been  induced  to  enter  into 
the  transaction  by  fraudulent  misrepresentations  of  the  position  of 
the  concern  given  him  by  the  directors  in  their  reports,  and  upon  the 
urgent  solicitations  of  the  company's  manager,  who,  at  the  date  of  the 
transaction  in  which  the  company  had  acted  as  brokers,  was  fully 
aware  that  the  company  was  insolvent,  and  that  the  shares  were  value- 

(a)"  See  Lothian  v.  Carron  Iron  Co.^  1864,  2  Macph.  556  ;  Keith  v.  Smart, 
1832,  10  S.  614. 
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less.  The  defence  was  sustained^  on  the  gronnd  that  the  directors 
and  manager,  when. they  made  the  fraudulent  misrepresentadons 
which  induced  the  defender  to  purchase  the  additional  shares,  ^ere 
acting  within  their  implied  agency,  and  represented  the  company. 

The  peculiarity  in  this  case  was,  that  the  misrepresentatioRs 
made  were  in  reality  made  to  the  company,  and  the  party  deceived 
thereby  was  one  of  its  own  members.  Nevertheless,  Lord  St 
Leonards  said  :  ^  I  consider  representations  by  the  directors  of  a 
company  as  representations  by  the  company,  although  representa- 
tions made  to  the  company'  (a). 
Grafiam  v.  Grofiam  V.  The  North  British  Bank  (b)  was  a  case  of  a  similar 

North  British  .      ^  ' 

Bank.  kind.     Here  it  was  averred,  that  the  holders  of  certain  shares  m 

a  banking  company  being  unable  to  meet  its  demands,  the  com- 
pany agreed  that  thoy  would  endeavour  to  procure  responsible 
persons  to  purchase  them ;  and  that  with  this  view  the  company 
made  fraudulent  representations  as  to  the  value  of  the  shares, 
and  thereby  induced  the  pursuer  to  become  a  purchaser.  The 
conclusion  of  the  action  directed  against  the  bank  was  for  re- 
duction of  the  transfers  made  in  favour  of  the  pursuer.  It  was 
pleaded  in  defence,  that  the  granters  of  the  transfers  were  not  called 
as  defenders.  But  the  Court  held  that  the  action  was  relevantly 
laid  against  the  company  itself,  inasmuch  as  the  bank  was  the  partj 
by  whom  the  false  representations  had  been  made  (c). 
National  In  The  National  Exchange  Co.  v.  Drew  and  Dick  (d),  a  com- 

pcmy  yTDrem'  po^y  had  been  established  for  the  purpose  of  lending  money,  more 

particularly  on  the  security  of  shares  or  stock,  either  of  itself  or  of 
other  companies ;  and  for  carrying  on  other  branches  of  business, 
such  as  agency  or  brokerage.  It  had  therefore  an  interest  in  pro- 
moting sales  of  its  stock,  not  only  as  its  profit  consisted  in  lending 
money  to  parties  who  wished  to  deal  in  this  manner,  but  because 
it  obtained  commission  as  well  as  ordinary  interest  upon  the  monies 
so  advanced,  and  participated  in  the  brokerage  of  the  transaction. 
The  defenders  were  led  into  the  purchase  of  shares  and  taking 
a  corresponding  loan  through  written  statements  made  by  the 

(a)  1850, 12  D.  950;  aff.  1855, 18  D.  (c)  See  also  the  case  of  Brwrn  r. 

(Houae  of  Lords)  6,  and  2  Macq.  108.  5yiii^,  1834,  12  S.  536. 

(6)  1850,12D.907.  See alao/ardtiMj'*  (rf)  1860,  23  D.  1. 
Trs.Y,  Carran  Co.,  1864, 2  Macph.  1101. 
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directors  in  their  report  to  the  company,  and  also  through  mis- 
representations made  by  the  manager  of  the  company.  In  charg- 
ing the  jury,  the  Lord  President  laid  it  down  as  law,  that,  in 
making  these  statements,  both  the  directors  and  the  manager  were 
acting  as  agents  of  the  company  and  in  the  line  of  its  business,  and 
that  the  company  was  accordingly  bound  thereby  (a). 

Bat,  on  the  other  hand,  representations  of  a  false  or  fraudulent  When  not  in 

line  of  oom- 

description  made  by  directors  or  other  office-bearers  of  a  company  pany  business, 
in  relation  to  matters  in  which  they  do  not  represent  the  company, 
or  beyond  the  scope  of  their  agency,  will  not  bind  the  company. 

In  Allan  v.  Wright  and  the  Glasgow  Commercial  Exchange  Allans. 
Company  (ft),  a  person  purchased  shares  from  the  representatives  Exchange 
of  a  partner.  Soon  after  the  directors  resigned,  and  a  cwn-  ^'"'p*^^* 
mittee  was  appointed  to  wind  np  the  affairs  of  the  company,  who 
made  a  call  for  contribution  on  all  the  shareholders.  The  pur- 
suer brought  an  action  of  reduction  of  the  transfer  of  the  shares  in 
his  favomr,  on  the  ground  that  he  had  been  induced  to  enter  the 
company  through  fraudulent  representations  by  the  directors  as  to 
the  property  of  the  company,  while  in  point  of  fact  they  knew 
that  the  loss  already  incurred  was  so  great  as,  in  terms  of  the  com- 
pany contract,  to  amount  to  a  dissolution  of  the  concern.  But  it 
was  clear  that,  neither  in  t^rms  of  the  contract  nor  from  the  nature 
of  the  business,  was  it  ever  contemplated  that  the  directors  were  to 
endeayour  to  get  shares  disposed  of ;  and  it  was  not  alleged  that  the 
partners  had  either  authorized  them  to  make  the  statements  in 
question,  or  that  they  had  in  any  way  adopted  them.  The  state- 
ments were,  in  fact,  made  to  the  company,  and  were  not  only  not 
made  for  its  benefit,  but  in  opposition  to  its  interests,  and  apparently 
to  screen  the  directors  themselves.  In  these  circumstances  it  was 
held  that  the  representations  of  the  directors  did  not  bind  the  com- 
pany. The  case  of  Inglie  v.  Lumsden  (c)  is  also  instructive,  as 
containing  a  good  exposition  of  the  same  principle. 

The  representations  of  a  special  officer,  such  as  a  law-agent,  Law-agents 

,  ,  ...  *od  special 

will  not  bind  the  company,  except  in  a  matter  within  his  sphere  officen. 

(a)  See  the  English  caseB  of  Ranger  Ayre's  case,  25  Beay.  513  ;  Gerhard's 

y.  Great  Western  Ra.  Co.,  5  House  of  case,  2  £11.  and  Bl.  476. 

Lords  Gases  72;   BrockweWs  case,  4  (b)  1853,  15  D.  725. 

Drew.  205 ;  BeWs  case,  22  Beav.  35  ;  (c)  1859,  21  D.  192. 
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Bumes  v. 
PentieL 


fiepresenta- 
tions  bind 
only  when 
issued  for  the 
pnxposes  for 
which  they 
were  made. 


of  agency,  and  when  they   are  made  by  him   on  behalf  of  the 
company. 

This  is  well  illustrated  by  the  case  of  Forth  Marine  Insurance 
Co,  y.  Bumes  (a).  Here  the  directors  of  a  company  had  issued  and 
published  reports  to  the  shareholders, — reports  which  were  calculated 
to  lead  to  an  erroneous  impression  as  to  the  prosperous  state  of  its 
affairs.  Dividends  were  likewise  paid  which  were  unwarrantable. 
The  law-agent  of  the  company  being  applied  to  by  Burnes,  he  gave 
him  to  understand  that  its  affairs  were  in  a  highly  prosperous  con. 
dition,  and  in  evidence  of  this  statement  laid  before  him  a  copy  of 
the  directors'  report.  Upon  this  Burnes  was  induced  to  purchase 
shares,  not  from  the  company,  but  from  one  of  its  members  who 
was  unable  to  pay  certain  calls  made  upon  him.  Upon  these  he 
paid  the  balance  of  the  instalments  due.  Additional  calls  having 
now  been  made,  Bumes  refused  payment  on  the  ground  that  he 
had  been  deceived  by  the  false  reports  of  the  directors,  and  the 
equally  false  representations  of  the  law-agent.  The  Court,  bow- 
ever,  refused  to  sustain  the  defence,  and  on  appeal  the  House  of 
Lords  affirmed  the  judgment  (b).  Here  it  was  evidently  no  part 
of  the  business  of  a  law-agent  to  induce  the  public  to  take  shares 
in  the  company,  or  to  make  representations  as  to  the  state  of  its 
affairs  (c).  The  same  principle  is  still  more  clearly  enforced  and 
explained  in  the  Lord  President's  (McNeill)  charge  to  the  jury  in 
the  National  Exchange  Company  of  Glasgow  v.  Drew  and  Dick  ((/), 
already  referred  to.  There  his  Lordship  laid  it  down,  that  the 
representations  of  an  individual  director  of  a  joint-stock  company, 
not  at  the  time  acting  in  his  official  character,  are  not  those  of  the 
company ;  and,  in  like  manner,  that  the  representations  even  of 
the  manager,  made  not  in  the  discharge  of  his  duly  as  manager, 
but  as  a  private  individual,  do  not  bind  the  company. 

Representations  made  by  officials  will  only  bind  the  company 
when  issued  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  actually  used. 
Thus  reports  by  directors,  intended  only  for  the  shareholders,  will 
not  be  held  as  misrepresentations  made  by  the  company  if  they 


(a)  1848,  10  D.  689. 

(b)  July  16,  1849,  6  Bell  541,  21 
Jut.  540. 

(c)  See  also  the  Engliah  case  of 


5W<5,   5  E.  Jup.  N.  S.  7 ;    WortK^ 
case,  4  Drew  529. 
(rf)  1860,  23  D.  1. 
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should  afterwards  fall  into  the  hands  of  members  of  the  public,  and 
induce  them  to  become  shareholders,  unless  after  they  have  been 
sobmitted  to  the  shareholders  they  have  been  in  some  way  adopted 
by  them,  or  circulated  by  those  who  are  officially  entitled  to  bind  the 
company  (a).  If  regard,  however,  be  had  to  the  judgment  in  the 
House  of  Lords  in  the  case  of  the  Naiional  Exchange  Company  v. 
Drew,  1855  (6),  it  will  be  seen  that  very  little  will  be  held  to  make 
reports  by  directors  the  accredited  representations  of  the  company. 

It  must  also  be  observed,  that  mistakes  on  the  part  of  the  direc-  innocent, 
tors  m  making  reports  on  the  state  of  the  company  aGFairs,  unless 
these  amount  to  intentional  fraud,  will  not  be  held  to  be  such  mis- 
representations on  the  part  of  the  company  as  would  vitiate  and 
annul  contracts  entered  into  with  them  (c). 

Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  it  should  seem  that  the  following  ^'^JV^ 
roles  may  be  considered  as  settled  in  relation  to  the  question  of  the 
liability  of  companies  for  the  fraudulent  representations  of  their 
directors  or  other  officials. 

1.  Such  representations  will  be  held  to  be  those  of  the  company, 
when  they  have  been  made  by  officials  in  relation  to  matters  within 
the  sphere  of  their  authority  to  represent  the  company,  as  estab- 
lished either  by  the  letter  of  their  instructions,  or  plainly  deducible 
therefrom,  by  the  nature  of  the  company  business,  or  by  any  other 
facts  and  circumstances  which  lead  a  jury  to  this  conclusion. 

2.  They  will  also  bind  the  company,  when,  after  being  made, 
they  have  been  adopted  and  ratified  by  the  shareholders. 

3.  They  will  not  bind  the  company  when  made  by  officials  in 
relation  to  matters  beyond  the  sphere  of  their  agency,  express  or 
implied,  and  never  when  in  the  character  of  private  individuals. 

4.  No  reports  made  by  officials  will  bind  the  company,  except 
when  used  for  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  intended. 

It  may  be  observed,  however,  in  conclusion,  that  from  a  laud-  Tendency  of 

•'  '  '  ^      '  the  courts. 

able  desire  to  ensure  the  safety  of  the  public,  the  tendency  of  the 
tribunals  seems  to  be  to  impute  liability  to  companies  for  the  acts 

(o)    Forth   and  Marine  Insurance  (c)  National  Ex.  Co,  v.  Drew^  1860, 

Company  v.  Bumes^  1848,  10  D.  689,  23  D.  1.    See  also,  on  this  subject 

^-  1849,  6  Bell  Ml,  21  Jur.  540 ;  generally,  the  late  case  of  Graham  y. 

Mian  V.   Wright,  1853,  1859,  15  D.  Western  Bank,  1864,  2  Macph.  559, 

"'^5-  where  all  the  authorities  are  quoted 

(f>)  18  D.  7,  and  2  Macq.  103.  and  fully  discussed. 
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Personal 

liability  »if 
ofiiciaJs. 


of  their  directors,  whenever  the  state  of  the  facts  will  at  all  warrant 
this  conclusion. 

In  all  casQS,  the  officials  who  make  such  fraudulent  representa- 
tions are  themselves  liable  in  the  consequences,  whether  liability 
attach  to  their  constituents  or  not  (a). 


Criminal  Acts, 


Company  not 
liable  for 
criminal  acts 
and  delicts. 
First 
exception. 


Must  take 
place  in  line  of 
employment. 


Though  a  principal  is  not  in  the  general  case  Kable  for  the  cri- 
minal acts  of  his  agent,  yet  two  important  exceptions  exist  to  this 
rule.     First,  If  the  act  is  done  in  the  course  of  carrying  out  an 
engagement  which  the  principal  has  undertaken  to  fulfil,  and  the 
party  with  whom  he  has  contracted  is  injured  thereby.     In  cases 
of  this  kind  the  liability  to  the  principal  arises  not  from  the  delict 
of  the  agent,  but  from  the  fact  that  loss  or  damage  has  arisen  to 
the  obligee,  from  the  obligor  having  either  failed  to  fulfil  his  obliga- 
tion, or  having  carried  it  out  in  an  improper  manner;  and  the  liability 
would  be  the  same  from  whatever  cause  the  failure  arose,  unless  it 
could  be  attributed  to  a  damnum  fataUy  or  some  event  which  the 
principal  could,  by  the  exercise  of  ordinaiy  skill  and  attention,  have 
neither  foreseen  nor  prevented.     Thus,  if  a  firm  receive  funds  to  be 
kept  or  employed  for  a  certain  purpose,  and  they  are  stolen  or  em- 
bezzled by  one  of  their  agents,  e.g,  clerks,  assistants,  or  the  like,  the 
firm  is  liable  (b).     So,  if  a  company  undertake  to  carry  passenger^ 
they  are  liable  for  such  injury  as  the  passengers  may  receive  from 
the  recklessness  or  other  improper  conduct  of  their  servants  in  the 
course  of  carrying  out  the  engagement :  as,  e.g.j  if  the  coach  be  over- 
turned by  the  reckless  driving  of  the  coachman  (c) ;  if  an  accident 
occur  in  a  railway,  through  the  recklessness  or  culpable  negligence 
of  the  company  servants  (d),  whereby  the  passengers  are  injured. 

In  all  such  cases,  however,  it  is  essential  to  ground  liability 


(a)  See,  as  to  this,  chap,  on  Liabili- 
ties of  Directore. 

(6)  See  Orr  and  Barber  v.  Union 
Bank,  as  revd.  17  D.  (H.  L.)  24, 1  Macq- 
513,  26  Jut.  632  ;  Cal  In,  Co.  v.  Bri- 
tish Linen  Co.,  1869,  21  D.  1197,  aff. 
23  D.  3,  4  Macq.  107 ;  Rhind  v.  Com. 
/?an  Jt,  1 860, 22  D.  (H.  L.)  2, 3  Macq.  643. 

(r)  Drnmmond  v.  Macgregor,  1818, 


17  F.  C.  232 ;  Allan  v.  3/'Z«wft,  1819. 
2  Mup.  158 ;  Green  v.  Gardiner,  1820, 
2  Mur.  194 ;  Bra^  v.  Steel,  1845,  7 
D.  539 ;  MacArthur  ▼.  Croali,  1852, 
24  Jur.  170. 

(c/)  Morton  v.  E.  and  G.  Ra.  Co.. 
1845,  8  D.  288;  Macglaskan  v.  Lhatdff 
and  Perth  Ra.  Co.,  1848,  10  D.  1897 : 
CargiH  v.  ihid.,  1848,  11  D.  216. 
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against  the  company,  that  the  delict  was  done  in  the  course  of,  and 
as  part  of,  the  obligation  undertaken  (a). 

The  second  exception  is  when,  in  Ihe  course  and  as  a  part  of  Second 

,         ,  ,  exception 

canyiDg  out  the  directions  of  his  principal,  the  agent  has  committed 
a  delict  whereby  some  of  the  public  have  been  injured*  Thus, 
where  a  man  desired  his  servants  to  remove  wood  growing  on  his 
own  property,  and  in  doing  so  they  applied  fire,  whereby  wood 
growing  on  the  property  of  another  was  destroyed,  he  was  found 
liable  (b).  So,  when  a  man  employed  another  to  deliver  wood, 
which  he  did  by  his  servant,  and  in  doing  so  a  shed  belonging  to  a 
third  party  was  thrown  down,  the  master  was  found  liable  (c).  So, 
when  a  party  entrusts  a  servant  with  the  charge  of  a  conveyance, 
and  in  consequence  of  his  culpable  negligence  one  of  the  public  is 
killed  or  injured,  the  principal  is  liable  (c2).  So,  when  a  company, 
in  consequence  of  the  culpable  negligence  of  their  servant,  fail  to 
give  due  warning  to  one  of  the  public  to  keep  out  of  the  way  of 
danger,  they  are  held  liable  (e). 

In  all  these  and  similar  cases,  where  not  the  person  contracted  impUed 
with  but  the  public  is  injured,  the  liability  of  the  principal,  whether 
a  company  or  an  individual,  arises,  it  would  appear,  from  that 
implied  contract  or  obligation  which  every  one  is  held  to  make 
with  the  public,  whereby  when  he  does  or  orders  anything  to  be 
done,  he  undertakes  that  it  shall  be  done  with  due  regard  to  the 
safety  and  interests  of  the  lieges. 

It  is  often  difficult  to  determine  whether  the  act  causing  the  itmocent 
injoiy  or  loss  amounted  to  innocent  mistake  or  delict ;  but  under 
whatever  category  it  may  fall,  the  result  is  the  same  as  to  the  com- 
pany liability,  so  as  it  was  done  in  the  course  and  as  a  part  of  the 
employment  for  which  the  agent  was  retained. 

Firms  or  companies  of  carriers,  seamen,  and  innkeepers  incur  Edict  nauta, 

^  caimonM, 

(a)  Linwood  v.  Hatcthom,  1817,  19  (c)  Anderson  v.  Brotmdee,  1822,  1  «<«^«"*- 

F.  C.  327;  aff.  1821,  1  S.  App.  20.  S.  442. 

See  alflo  McLaren  ▼.  Bae,  1827, 4  Mur.  ((/)  Baird  v.  Hamilton,  1826,  4  S. 

384 ;  MUler  y.  Harvie,  1827, 4  Mur.  797  ;  M'Laren  v.  Bae,  1827,  4  Mur. 

388;  Da/rympfcv.ArC7t7/,  Hume  887;  384;    Elder  v.  Croall,  1849,  11   D. 

Thorbum  v.  EUis,  1811,  16  F.  C.  246;  216. 

Waldie  T.  Boxburgh,  1822,  1  S.  367,  (e)  Hunter  v.  The  Edinburgh  and 

aff.  1  W.  and  S.  1.  Glasgow  Canal  Company,  1886,  14  S. 

(b)  Keith  V.  Keir,  1812,  16  F.  C.  17 ;    Eraser  v.   Dunlop,   1822,   1   S. 

«79 ;  HiU  V.  Merrick's,  1813,  Hume  397.  243. 
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liabilities  under  the  edict  fuiuUp,  cauponesj  stabularii.  In  these 
cases,  as  is  well  known,  it  is  enough  to  create  liability  that  goods 
have  been  abstracted,  although  the  delict  have  been  committed 
by  persons  for  whom  they  are  otherwise  no  way  responsible  (a). 

There  Is  a  large  class  of  cases  in  which  companies,  like  indivi- 
duals, incur  liability  either  to  the  public  or  to  those  with  whom 
they  have  specially  contracted,  not  on  the  ground  of  actual  delict, 
but  from  such  a  degree  of  negligence  as  in  law  equiparetur  doh. 
In  such  cases  it  is  important  to  observe,  that  whether  the  ground  of 
liability  be  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  members  of  the  company, 
or  of  those  for  whom  it  is  responsible,  it  is  necessary  that  negligence 
really  exist,  there  being  no  presumption  of  negligence  juris  et  dt 
jurcy  as  in  the  case  of  nautcBy  cauponesy  et  stabularii. 

There  is,  however,  a  presumption  of  negligence,  arising  from  the 
mere  fact  of  the  damage,  loss,  or  injury  being  proved  to  have  arisen 
in  the  course  of  the  company  business ;  and  when  this  has  been  estab- 
lished, the  onus  of  showing  that  it  was  a  damnum  fataley  and  that 
all  due  care  and  skill  had  been  used,  will  lie  on  the  company  (6). 

At  one  period  it  seemed  to  have  been  taken  to  be  law  in 
Scotland,  that  a  company  incurred  liability  for  reparation  when  one 
of  their  servants  or  workmen  was  injured  by  the  carelessness, 
ignorance,  or  culpa  of  another  also  in  their  employment  (e).  lo 
this  matter  the  law  of  Scotland  has  now  been  assimilated  to  that  of 
England,  or  rather,  perhaps,  the  effects  of  its  own  principles  have 
come  to  be  better  understood;  and  it  is  now  settled,  that  a  company 
is  not  liable  for  injuries  sustained  by  one  of  its  servants  thiongh 
the  fault  of  a  collaborateuTy  provided  the  injury  did  not  arise  in 
consequence  of  failure  on  the  part  of  the  company  to  do  something 
which  by  contract,  express  or  implied,  between  them  and  the 
injured  party  they  were  bound  to  do  (d). 


(a)  Cockburn  v.  Richardson,  1820, 

1  BeU  474,  n.  6  ;  Williamson  v.  White, 
1810,  15  F.  C.  712. 

(h)  Anderson  v.  Pyper  and  Co,,  1820, 

2  Mur.  261-271 ;  Jones  and  Co.\,  Ross, 
1830,8  S.  495;  Roe  v.  Kay,  1832, 10  S. 
803 ;  Edin.  and  Glas.  Union  Canal  Co. 
V.  Johnston,  1882,  10  S.  505  ;  Lyon  v. 
Lamb,  1838,  16  S.  1188 ;  Finlay  v. 
Thompson,  1842,  4  D.  776 ;   Weston  y. 


Corporation  of  Tailors,    1889,    1   D. 
1218. 

(c)  Swordy.  Cameron,  1839,  ID.  493; 
Dixony.  Ranken,lSb2,H D.420;  Gro^ 
V.  Brassey,  1852,  15  D.  186 ;  O'Bynte 
y.  Bum,  1854, 16  D.  1025 ;  APNau^on 
V.  Caledonian  Ra.  Co.,  1857,  19  D.  271. 

(d)  Reid  v.  BartonshiU  Coal  Co,,  as 
revd.  1858, 20  D.  (House  of  Lords)  13, 
3  Maoq.  266,  30  Jur.  957. 
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Obligations  may  be  extinguished  in  some  one  or  other  of  the 
modes  following : — 

1.  Actual  fulfilment ; — payment,  performance,  or  satisfaction 
to  the  creditor  ;  2.  Virtual  fulfilment ; — compensation,  novation, 
or  confusion ;  3.  Release ; — discharge  by  the  creditor,  or  by  opera- 
tion of  law ;  4.  Presumed  abandonment  or  satisfaction,  including 
prescription  and  limitation. 

These  modes  of  extinction  apply  to  company  or  partnership  AppUcationto 
obligations  as  well  as  to  those  incurred  by  individuals ;  but  their 
application  to  the  former  class  of  obligations  is  often  attended  by 
peculiarities  arising  out  of  the  contract  of  copartnery  which  require 
attention.    We  shall  consider  them  in  their  order. 

I.   ACTUAL  FULFILMENT. 

When  the  obligation  is  one  ad  factum  prcBstandumy  and  it  is  Performance. 
performed  by  one  of  the  partners,  such  performance  will  release 
the  company  quoad  the  creditor ;  but  if  it  has  caused  outlay,  lia- 
bility, or  loss  to  the  partner,  it  will  in  general  entitle  him  to  indem- 
nity against  the  firm. 

In  like  manner,  payment  of  a  company  debt  made  by  a  partner  Payment 
extinguishes  the  obligation  in  so  far  as  the  creditor  is  concerned, 
but  founds  a  claim  of  indemnity  at  the  instance  of  the  partner* 
against  the  firm,  either  at  common  law,  or  by  reason  of  his  having 
taken  an  assignation  from  the  creditor  whose  claim  he  has  paid. 
The  obligation  against  the  company  is  thus  not  extinguished,  but 
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Payment  by  a 
btranger. 


transferred   from  the   original  obligee  to  the  partner,  minus  the 
latter's  share  of  contribution  (a). 

If,  again,  a  stranger,  being  either  an  individual  or  a  firm,  pay  a 
debt  due  by  a  company,  the  party  paying  on  obtaining  an  assigna- 
tion from  the  creditor  comes  exactly  in  his  place,  and  may  recover 
against  the  company.  And  this  holds  good  even  where  a  new  firm, 
having  succeeded  an  old  in  consequence  of  a  change  of  partners, 
pays  a  debt  due  by  the  old  firm,  and  so  becomes  assignee  of  the 
original  creditor.  Here  the  new  firm  becomes  creditor  of  the  old, 
and  may  recover  against  all  who  were  its  partners  prior  at  least  to 
the  contraction  of  the  debt  (b). 


Indefinite 
payment. 


Creditor's 
right  of 
election. 


Continuous 
open  Accounts. 


English  law. 


Application  of  Indefinite  Payments. 

Where  a  partner  makes  an  indefinite  payment  from  the  monies 
of  the  firm  to  a  stranger  who  is  creditor  both  of  the  firm  and  of 
himself  as  an  individual,  he  will  be  held  to  have  made  such  pay- 
ment on  behalf  of  the  firm  (c).  This  is  a  consequence  of  the 
common  principles  of  agency  (d). 

When  a  payment  is  made  by  a  debtor,  the  law  generally  gives 
him  the  right  of  designating  the  debt  to  which  he  wishes  it  to  be 
applied ;  but  if  he  makes  the  payment  indefinitely,  the  right  of 
appropriating  it  among  the  debts  as  he  may  see  fit  is  conceded  to 
the  creditor  («). 

The  case  is  somewhat  different  when  there  is  a  continuous  open 
account  between  two  parties  extending  over  a  tract  of  time,  towards 
which  indefinite  payments  have  from  time  to  time  been  made. 
Here  it  would  seem  equitable  to  apply  the  indefinite  payiiients 
towards  extinction  of  the  various  items  of  debt  in  the  order  of 
their  dates,  beginning  at  the  earliest  of  the  series,  without  regard 
to  the  wishes  either  of  debtor  or  creditor  when  they  happen  to 
differ  as  to  the  mode  of  application.  This,  which  appears  to  have 
been  always  the  law  of  England,  and  has  now  been  found  to  be 
that  of  Scotland  also  (/),  produces,  when  applied  to  the  case  of 

(a)  See  Bell's  PriD.  s.  658  ;  M'ln-         (c)  rAomp«)n v.  Brown,  M. and M.iO. 
tyre  v.  MilUr,  13  M.  and  W.  725.  {d)  Bell's  Prin.  559. 

(b)  Lucas  v.  Wilkinson,  1  H.  and  («)  Erak.  iii.  4,  2. 

N.  420 ;    APIntyre  v.  Miller,  13  M.  (/)  Per  Lord  Cowan  in  Lang  v, 

and  W.  725.  Brown,  1859,  22  D.  113. 
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firms  and  companies^  consequences  of  considerable  importance, 
which  we  shall  have  to  examine  somewhat  in  detail.  When  so 
applied,  the  doctrine  in  question  is  known  as  ^  Hie  rule  in  Claytoria 
casey  that  having  been  the  first  instance  of  its  application  to  partn 
nership  questions. 

ClaytofCs  case  (a)  was  that  of  a  banking  company  consisting  of  ^^f*^. 
five  partners.  One  of  them,  Devaynes,  died ;  and  the  business 
was  carried  on  by  the  surviving  partners  until  they  became  bank- 
rupt. Clayton,  a  customer,  had  an  open  account  with  the  concern, 
which  was  current  both  during  the  lifetime  of  Devaynes  and  after 
his  death.  At  Devaynes'  death  the  company  were  due  Clayton  a 
balance  of  £1713.  Subsequently  the  company  both  received  and 
paid  oat  monies  on  Clayton's  behalf ;  and  the  account  current 
between  them  was  treated  not  as  two  separate  accounts,  one  ending 
on  Devaynes'  death,  and  the  other  beginning  from  that  time,  but 
as  being  throughout  continuous  and  unbroken.  When  the  bank- 
ruptcy took  place,  it  appeared  that  the  company  had,  after  De- 
vaynes' death,  and  before  their  bankruptcy,  made  payments  on 
Clajton's  account,  which  were  more  than  su£Scient  to  extinguish 
the  balance  of  £1713,  but  that  he  had  made  deposits  during  the 
same  period  to  an  extent  that  left  a  still  larger  balance  in  his  favour. 
In  these  circumstances,  Clayton  contended  that  he  was  entitled  to 
impute  the  indefinite  payments  which  the  bank  had  made  on  his 
account  subsequent  to  Devaynes'  death,  in  extinction  of  the  last- 
mentioned  balance,  and  proceed  against  Devaynes'  estate  for  the 
old  balance  of  £1713.  But  the  Court  held  that  the  whole  course 
of  dealing  both  be{pre  and  after  Devaynes'  death  must  be  treated 
as  one  account,  and  that  the  various  payments  made  by  the  bank 
most  be  applied  in  the  order  of  their  dates  towards  extinction  or 
redaction  of  the  balance  due  Clayton  at  each  of  these  dates  respec- 
tively;  so  that  the  balance  of  £1713  which  was  due  at  Devaynes' 
death  having  been  extinguished  by  payments  made  subsequent  to 
that  event,  Clayton  could  only  claim  in  the  bankruptcy  for  the  new 
balance  which  had  subsequently  arisen. 

Subsequently  many  cases  occurred  where  the  companies  were  Extension 

*  of  rule. 

(a)  Devaynes  ▼.  Nohk^  1  Mer.  572,      is  sometiineB  termed  the  rule  in  De- 
3  RoflB  Le.  Ca.  654,  Bell's  IUub.  336.      vayws'  case. 
In  Scotland  the  rule  in  Clayton's  case 
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general  merchants,  not  mere  banking  firms,  and  where  the  partner- 
ship was  dissolved  not  by  death,  but  by  retirement  (a);  yet  the  rule 
in  Clayton's  case  was  equally  applied  in  all. 
Statement  of  The  rule  in  Claytons  case  as  to  extinction  of  company  liabilities 

rule  as  applied    ,       .     ,    ^    .  i  r  t  j      -i  Tf 

to  companies,  by  indefinite  payments,  may  therefore  now  be  stated  thus,  li  a 
customer  have  an  open  account  with  a  company  upon  which  both 
parties  are  in  the  practice  of  operating,  by  making  deposits  and 
honouring  drafts,  as  in  the  case  of  banking  companies,  or  by  making 
consignments  of  goods  and  partial  payments  as  in  the  case  of  ordi- 
nary mercantile  firms,  and  on  the  dissolution  of  the  company  the 
open  account  is  continued  unbroken  and  continuously  with  their 
successors,  if  the  balance  be  found  ultimately  to  be  in  favour  of  the 
customer,  he  cannot  impute  indefinite  payments  on  his  behalf, 
whensoever  made,  during  the  existence  of  the  new  firm,  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  preserve  recourse  against  the  old  firm  for  that  part  of 
the  account  which  was  incurred  during  its  existence.  This  role 
seems  to  apply  in  all  cases  of  dissolution  where  the  business  is 
transferred  to  a  new  company  or  firm ;  and  therefore  has  place 
when  a  partner  dies,  or  retires  with  due  notice,  quite  as  much  as 
when  an  old  firm  is  entirely  broken  up  and  a  new  firm  comes  in  its 
place  (h). 

Order  of  dates.         The  principle  being  that  all  indefinite  payments  in  accounts 

current  must  be  applied  in  the  order  of  their  dates,  the  mle  is 

equally  applicable  when  the  company  is  creditor.    Hence  the  debtor 

of  a  company  is  not  entitled  at  settlement  of  an  account  current  to 

insist  that  such  indefinite  payments  as  he  has  made  throughout 

shall  be  applied  to  the  later  instead  of  the  earlier  items,  if  he  should 

find  that  mode  of  application  more  suitable  to  his  own  views  (c). 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  equally  incompetent  for  a  company  to 

invert  the  order  of  apportionment  so  as  to  serve  its  own  purposes. 

Thus,  when  in  an  account  current  between  a  party  and  a  company, 

a  third  party  has  become  surety  for  a  debt  which  forms  an  item  in 

the  account,  the  company  will  not  be  allowed  to  impute  indefinite 

payments  in  extinction  of  such  parts  of  the  account  as  were  not 

(a)  Brooks  v.  Enderby,  2  Brod.  and  (6)  Smith  v.   Wigley,  3  Moo.  and 

Bing.  70 ;  Simpson  v.  Ingham,  2  Bam.  Sc.  174 ;  Neicmarsh  v.  Clay,  U  Eart 

and  CreaB.  65  ;  Pemberton  v.  Oakes,  4  239. 

Rufis.   154 ;  Bodenham  v.  Purchas,  2  (c)  Beale  T.  Caddick^  2  H.  and  N. 

Bar.  and  Aid.  39,  3  Roes  Le.  Ca.  661.  326. 
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covered  by  the  security,  if  to  do  this  would  be  to  invert  or  change 
the  natural  sequence  of  the  items  (a). 

It  must,  however,  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  rule  in  ClaytorCs  ^^^^  ^^  ^'«y- 

^      *^     ^         ton^s  case  a 

case  is  a  mere  presumption  of  law  founded  on  the  apparent  intention  mere  presump- 
of  parties  to  treat  the  sequence  of  transactions  between  them  as  one 
unbroken  and  continuous  whole.     If,  therefore,  the  various  items 
do  not  form  one  account  current,  but  resolve  into  distinct  accounts, 
or  if  it  can  be  shown  that  it  was  the  intention  of  parties  that  they 
should  not  be  taken  as  a  whole,  then  the  rule  in  ClaytorCs  case  will 
not  be  held  to  apply.     If,  for  example,  when  a  change  takes  place 
in  a  company,  by  death  or  retirement,  the  creditor  refuses  or  with- 
holds his  consent  to  his  debt  being  transferred  so  as  to  form  the 
first  item  in  his  account  with  the  new  firm,  but  keeps  in  fact  his 
accounts  with  the  two  firms  distinct,  indefinite  payments  made  by 
the  new  firm  will  not  be  applied  to  liquidate  the  debt  due  by  the 
old  {h).     Even  when  the  account  is,  ex  facie^  continuous  and 
unbroken,  the  intention  of  parties  that  the  rule  in  ClaytofCa  case 
should  not  apply,  may  be  proved  by  facts  and  circumstances  (c), 
and  from  the  representations  of  the  parties  made  when  the  payments 
were  received  (d). 

The  rule  in  ClaytorCa  case  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  older  Adoption  of 

this  rule  in 

decisions  of  the  Scottish  courts,  who  seem  to  have  gone  on  the  ScoUand. 
principle  that  the  creditor  was  in  all  cases  entitled  to  regulate 
the  application  of  indefinite  payments  {e).  But  from  the  recent 
decisions,  there  can  remain  no  doubt  that  in  this  matter  the  law 
in  both  countries  must  now  be  taken  as  identical  (/) ;  and  indeed 
there  is  great  reason  to  believe  that  in  this,  as  in  many  other 


(a)  Christie  v.  Royal  Bank,  1839,  1 
D.  745;  aff.  1841,  2  Rob.  118.  See 
a]flo  Allan  v.  Allan  and  Co,,  1831,  9  S. 
619 ;  Bodenham  v.  Purchas,  2  B.  and 
A.  39;  Pemberton  v.  Oakes,  4  Russ. 
154. 

(b)  Simpson  v.  Ingham,  2  B.  and  Or. 
65 ;  Jones  v.  Maund,  3  Y.  and  C.  Ex. 
347. 

(c)  Taylor  v.  Kymer,  3  B.  and  Add. 
320;  Lysaght  v.  Walkers,  5  Bli.  N. 
S.  1 ;  Stoveld  v.  Bade,  4  Bing.  154 ; 
Thompson  v.  Brown,  Moo.  and  M.  40. 

(rf)   Wickham,   8  K.  and  J.  478; 


Bannatyne  v.  Brown'' s  Trs.,  1825,  3  S. 
407. 

(e)  Cochrane  and  Co.  v.  Mathie, 
1821,  1  S.  82 ;  Forbes  v.  Innes,  1739, 
M.  6813. 

(/)  Houston* s  Exec.  v.  Speirs,  1826, 
4  S.  673,  reversed  3  W.  and  S.  392 ; 
Christie  v.  Royal  Bank,  1839,  1  D. 
745,  aflF.  1841,  2  Rob.  118.  See  pp. 
212-13  of  the  Report,  also  3  Robs'  Lead. 
Ca.  668.  Lang  v.  Brown,  1859,  22  D. 
113.  See  Lord  Cowan^B  judgment, 
which  was  that  of  the  Court,  and  is 
most  exhaustive  and  instructive. 
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instances,, the  laws  were  always  the  same  when  properly  understood 
and  applied  (a). 


II.   VIRTUAL  FULFILMENT. 


1.  Compensation, 


As  we  shall  afterwards  have  occasion  to  consider  the  import  and 
effects  of  this  very  important  doctrine  in  all  its  bearings  on  the 
partnership  relation  {b\  it  will  be  suffident  in  this  place  to  indicate 
the  rules  which  are  observed  in  applying  its  principles  towards 
extinguishing  obligations  incurred  by  a  company  or  firm  considered 
as  a  separate  person. 


Firms  and 
common  law 
companies. 
Qeneral  rules. 


In  Companies  and  Firms  unincorponUe. 

1.  When  a  company  is  sued  by  one  of  its  creditors,  it  maj 
plead  compensation  on  a  private  debt  due  by  the  creditor  to  one 
of  its  partners  (c),  if  it  have  the  partners'  consent  to  that 
effect  (d), 

2.  When  a  partner  sues  a  company  creditor  for  a  private  debt, 
he  may  be  met  by  setting  off  a  debt  due  by  the  company  to  the 
creditor  (e). 

3.  When  a  concourse  of  debit  and  credit  takes  place  between 
two  companies,  or  between  a  company  and  a  private  person,  the 
same  rules  as  to  extinction  by  compensation  have  place  as  would 
apply  if  both  parties  were  individuals  (/). 

4.  When  the  rights  and  obligations  of  a  company  have  come  to 
centre  in  a  single  individual  in  his  private  character,  and  not  as 
trustee  for  creditors  of  the  former  company,  or  for  the  represaitar 
tives  of  its  former  partners,  compensation  has  place  between  debts 

(a)SeeBannatyne's  Rep8,y,Brown*3         (d)    Thomson  y.  Stevenson^  supra; 
Trs.y  1825,  3  S.  407.  Raleigh    v.    Hughson,    1861,    23  D. 


(h)  See  chap,  on  Compensation. 

(c)  Bogle's  Cred.  v.  BaUantyne^ 
1793,  M.  2581;  Scott  and  Hall  v. 
Bisset,  1809,  15  F.  C.  311 ;  RusseU  ▼. 
M'Nab,  1824,  3  S.  41;  Salmon  v. 
Padon,  1824,  3  S.  285;  Thomson  v. 
SUvenson,  1855,  17  D.  739. 


352. 

(e)  Hotchkis  y.  Royal  Bank,  1797, 
M.  2673,  aff.  3  Paton  618. 

(/)  IngUs  and  Co.  t.  Cutkbertstm, 
1809,  Hume  122;  Handyside  ▼.  Bar- 
wood,  1812,  17  F.  C.  29. 
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which  he  is  due  as  representing  the  company,  and  those  in  which 
he  is  indiyidnally  creditor  (a). 

In  the  case  of  Incorporated  Companies. 

1.  When  a  concourse  of  debit  and  credit  arises  between  two  CorporationB. 

,  .  General  rule». 

incorporated  companies,  or  between  an  incorporated  company  and 
an  individual,  the  same  rules  apply  as  if  both  had  been  individuals. 

2.  An  incorporated  company  with  limited  liability  cannot  set 
off  the  daim  of  one  of  its  shareholders  against  a  company  debt, 
unless  it  be  the  special  assignee  of  its  shareholder* 

The  theoiy  and  full  exposition  of  these  rules  will  be  found  in 
the  chapter  on  Compensation. 

2.  Delegation  and  Novation. 


Delegation  is  the  substitution  of  a  new  obligor,  novation  that  Delegation 

f  ,    ,  ,  and  novation. 

of  a  new  obligation,  for  the  old.  To  the  validity  of  such  substitu- 
tions the  full  consent  of  the  creditor  is  requisite*  But  it  may  be 
implied  as  well  as  express,  and  it  is  not  dependent  on  the  construc- 
tion of  formal  documents;  it  is  properly  a  question  for  a  jury. 
The  law  of  England  appears  upon  this  branch  of  the  subject  to  be 
in  most  cases  coincident  with  our  own. 

Company  obligations  are  frequently  extinguished  by  delega- 
tion. 

Ill  the  first  place,  the  creditor  may  a£Tee  to  accept  another  Subetitntion  or 

.  •'      o  ,  .  ,         .    .  ^^^  company 

company  as  his  debtor,  in  room  of  the  company  which  originally  for  another, 
occupied  that  position.    This  will  effectually  release  the  latter. 

The  firm  of  Somerville  and  Co.  stood  indebted  to  that  of 
Buchanan  and  Co.  Pending  this  obligation,  Somerville  and  Co. 
dissolved,  the  copartnery  contract  haying  expired.  From  that  time 
a  new  company,  viz.  Jamieson  and  Co.,  which  undertook  the  debts 
and  obligations  of  the  former  company,  came  into  existence.  The 
old  company  differed  from  the  new  in  this  respect,  that  one  partner 
had  retired,  and  another  had  been  assumed.  Soon  after,  the 
creditor  applied  to  the  new  company  for  payment  of  the  debt ;  and 

(a)  SUpper  v.  Stidstone,  6  T.  R.  493 ;      French  v.  Andrade,  6  T.  R.  582 ;  see  aLao 
Oolding  y.  Vaughatij  2  Chitty  436;       TTumsonY.  Stevenson,  ISbb,  17  D.7S9. 
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this  not  being  convenient  at  the  time^  he  ultimately  took  their 
for  the  amount.  When  this  bill  became  due,  the  acceptors  were 
bankrupt,  and  the  creditor  endeavoured  to  operate  payment  by 
proceeding  against  the  old  company.  In  the  action  no  appearance 
was  made  for  those  members  of  the  old  company  who  were  also 
members  of  the  new.  Somerville,  however,  the  retiring  partner  of 
the  old  firm,  defended,  on  the  ground  that  quoad  the  old  firm,  of 
which  he  was  a  partner,  the  debt  was  extinguished  by  delegation; 
and  that  he,  being  a  partner  only  of  the  old  firm,  was  consequently 
not  liable.  The  Court  sustained  the  defence  (a).  The  late  case 
of  PearstoTi  v.  Wilson  may  also  be  taken  as  an  example  of  the 
application  of  this  principle  (b). 
Substitution  of         In  like  manner,  a  company  or  firm  may  be  discharged  by  the 

individual  for  ,  ,  ...  . 

a  company.  creditors  agreeing  to  accept  an  individual  partner  as  a  substitute 
for  his  original  debtor,  the  firm.  Of  this  the  case  of  Davidson  v. 
Ranken  (c)  may  be  taken  as  an  illustration.  There,  the  firm  of 
Blyd  and  Ranken,  being  indebted  to  the  firm  of  Davidson  and  Cs 
the  latter  agreed  to  charge  the  debt  to  Blyd's  particular  acconntf 
and  advised  the  firm  of  Blyd  and  Ranken  of  their  having  done  so. 
Blyd  soon  after  became  bankrupt,  and  Davidson  and  Co.  endea- 
voured to  fall  back  upon  Ranken,  as  though  the  obligation  against 
the  firm  still  subsisted.  The  Court,  however,  sustained  the  defence 
of  delegation. 

Delegation  not         Inasmuch,  however,  as  deleration  is  not  presumed,  it  is  not 

presumea.  7  7  c  r  7  ^ 

every  circumstance,  or  combination  of  circumstances,  that  will 
suffice  to  prove  that  a  company  has  been  released  by  the  substitu- 
tion of  another  debtor.  There  must  have  been  something  done  od 
the  part  of  the  creditor  which  admits  of  no  other  constmctioD 
than  that  of  assent  to  the  delegation.  Thus  the  mere  fact  that  a 
new  company  has  agreed  to  receive  the  assets  and  pay  the  debts 
of  a  former  firm,  will  not  amount  to  delegation  in  a  question  with 
a  creditor  who  has  not  acceded  in  some  unmistakeable  manner  to 
this  arrangement. 

The  firm  of  Cuthbert,  Mill,  and  Walker,  while  apparently 

(a)  Buchamn  v.  Somerville,  1779,  (c)  1733,  M.  7061.    See  also  TKm- 

M.  3402.  son  v.  PercivcU,  5  B.  and  Ad.  925, 

(6)  1856,  19  D.  197.     See  ako  Hart  and  Evaru  v.  Drumnumd^  4  Esp.  H9 ; 

V.  Alexander,  7  C.  and  P.  746,  and  2  Reid  v.  WhiU,  5  Esp.  122. 
M.  and  W.  484. 
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solvent,  was  dissoRed  in  1857.  A  new  firm  of  Mill  and  Walker 
was  empowered  to  discharge  all  debts  due  to,  and  to  pay  all  debts 
due  by,  the  old  firm.  A  bank  had  discounted  for  the  old  firm 
certain  bills,  which  did  not  fall  due  for  some  months  after  the 
dissolution.  When  they  fell  due,  the  acceptors  having  become 
bankrupt,  the  new  firm  wrote  a  docquet,  dispensing  with  notice  of 
dishonour ;  and,  at  the  request  of  the  bank,  one  of  the  partners  of 
the  new  firm  adhibited  the  signature  of  the  old  firm.  The  new 
finn  of  Mill  and  Walker  having  been  sequestrated,  recourse 
was  had  by  the  bank  upon  the  estate  of  Cuthbert,  the  partner 
of  the  old  firm,  on  the  ground  that  that  firm  had  never  beeil 
discharged.  The  defence  of  delegation  was  set  up,  but  the  Court 
held  that  it  had  not  taken  place,  and  that  the  old  firm  was  still 
liable  (a). 

The  law  of  England  affords  numerous  illustrations  of  the  same  English  law. 
kind.  The  cases  of  Lodge  v.  I}ica8  (J),  David  v.  Ellice  (c),  and 
Thomas  v.  Shillibeer  (d),  were  instances  of  dissolution  or  change 
of  the  firm  by  the  retirement  of  one  of  the  partners ;  while  JGr- 
wan  V.  Kirwan  («),  Gough  v.  Davies  (/),  and  Blew  v.  Wyait  {g\ 
were  instances  of  the  same  change  by  the  retirement  of  some 
partners  and  the  introduction  of  others.  In  all  these  cases, 
the  circumstances  were  very  strong  in  favour  of  the  view  that 
sabstitution  of  one  firm  for  the  other  had  taken  place,  so  as 
to  release  the  old  firm ;  yet  the  English  courts  refused  to  give 
effect  to  this  defence,  on  the  ground  that  the  matter  was  not 
beyond  doubt. 

It  should  be  noticed,  however,  that  if  the  cases  of  Lodge  v. 
Dicas  and  David  v.  Elliee  had  occurred  in  Scotland,  the  finding 
would  probably  have  been  for  delegation.  The  English  court 
went  greatly  on  the  technical  rule  of  that  law,  that  the  agree- 
ment to  accept  the  new  firm  in  room  of  the  old  was  void  for  want 
of  consideration,  even  if  it  were  otherwise  established.  Now  this 
rule  is  not  observed  in  the  law  of  Scotland ;  and  by  a  late  decision 

(a)  Muir  V.  Dickson,  1860,  22  D.  (d)  1  M.  and  W.  124. 

1070.   See  also  MiUiken  v.  Love,  1803,  (c)  2  Cr.  and  M.  617. 

Hume  7M ;  CampbeU  v.  Cruickshank,  (/)  4  Price  200. 

1845,  7  D.  548.  (g)  5  Car.  and  Pa.  397.    See  also 

(&)  8  B.  and  Al.  611.  Harris  v.  Farwell,  16  Beav.  31 ;  and 

(r)  5  B.  and  C.  196.  Daniel  v.  Cross,  3  Ves.  277. 
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Additional 
stH'uritv  diflfors 
from  delega- 
tion. 


One  firm 

Hucc'tding 

another. 


English  cases. 


Corx>oration8. 


Effects  of 
amalgamation. 


in  England,  it  would  seem  that  in  future  it  will  not  be  held  to 
operate  in  questions  of  this  nature  (a). 

Care  must  be  taken  not  to  confound  a  mere  agi'eement  to  accept 
of  further  security  with  a  consent  to  delegation.  Thus  a  creditor 
may  be  induced  to  give  delay,  in  consequence  of  obtaining  the 
security  of  a  new  firm ;  and  if  in  such  a  case  he  afterwards  takes 
proceedings  against  the  new  firm,  it  cannot  be  said  that  he  has 
thereby  waived  his  claim  against  the  old  (b).  Nor  does  the  taking 
a  bill  from  a  partner  for  a  company  debt  per  se  infer  delegation, 
so  as  to  release  the  firm  (c). 

When  one  firm  is  succeeded  by  another,  and  the  new  company 
contains  members  who  were  also  members  of  the  old,  the  mere  fact 
of  the  creditor  taking  proceedings  against  these  persons  for  recovery 
of  his  debt  is  no  proof  that  he  had  adopted  the  new  firm  as  his 
debtor,  so  as  to  release  the  old ;  for  he  was  entitled  to  go  against 
such  persons  in  their  character  of  partners  of  the  old  firm,  irre- 
spective altogether  of  the  relation  they  had  contracted  with  the  new 
company  (d). 

In  some  English  cases,  where  the  creditor  was  proved  to  have 
been  aware  of  an  agreement  between  an  old  firm  and  a  new,  that 
the  latter  should  take  the  assets  and  liabilities  of  the  former,  the 
elapse  of  many  years,  during  which  he  had  taken  no  steps  to  recover 
as  against  the  old  firm,  but  had  received  payment  of  interest  arising 
on  his  debt  from  the  new  company,  has  been  held  to  infer  his 
assent  to  delegation  (e). 

The  same  rules  apply  to  companies  incorporated  by  special  act, 
charter,  or  registration  (/),  except  in  so  far  as  their  constitution 
may  render  adoption  of  the  liabilities  of  another  company  invalid. 

It  may  be  observed,  that  the  amalgamation  of  two  companies 
with  each  other  does  not  produce  delegation  so  as  to  release  former 
shareholders  of  one  of  the  amalgamating  companies.    It  is  very 

(a)  Lyih  v.  Ault,  7  Ex.  669.  (d)  Btichanan  v.  Adam^   ISi^i  ^ 

S.  762,  See  also  Percival  v.  Heath,  1 
P.  W.  682 ;  MiUiken  v.  Lore,  18cW, 
Hume  754. 

(e)  Brown  v.  Gordon,  16  Beav.  S02 ; 
Oakley  v.  Pashelkr,  4  CL  and  Fin.  207: 
Rodgers  v.  Maw,  4  Dowl.  and  L.  6<>. 

(/)     See    Saxon    Lift    Assuranrr 
Society,  2  J.  and  H.  408. 


(b)  Thompson  v.  Percival,  6  B.  and 
Ad.  925 ;  David  v.  Ellice,  5  B.  and 
C.  196;  Heath  v.  Percival,  1  P.  W. 
682. 

(c)  Wilson  and  Corse  v.  Gardiner, 
1807,  Hume  247  ;  Bedford  v.  Deakin, 
2  B.  and  Al.  210 ;  Spencely  v.  Green- 
wood,  1  Fob.  and  Fin.  297. 
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doabtful  whether  it  even  gives  the  creditor  the  benefit  of  additional 
security  (a). 

There  are  cases  to  be  found  in  the  English  authorities  in  which  Merger. 

^  merger^  (a  species  of  novation)  has  been  found  to  cancel  a  com- 
pany obligation  by  substituting  another  in  its  place,  and  that  without 
any  formal  consent  on  the  part  of  the  creditor,  but  by  the  mere 
operation  of  law,  in  virtue  of  a  principle  peculiar  to  the  English 
system.  According  to  the  law  of  England,  if  a  creditor  obtain  an 
obligation  of  a  higher  order  than  he  had  before,  the  original  obliga- 
tion is  lost  or  merged  in  the  new.  Thus,  if  a  company  or  firm 
incors  an  obligation  by  simple  contract,  and  one  of  the  partners 
grants  his  bond  for  the  debt,  this  at  once  releases  the  other  partners ; 
and,  m  like  manner,  it  is  held  that  if  the  creditor  obtains  judg- 
ment against  one  of  the  partners  only,  his  doing  so  destroys  ipso 
facto  his  recoursa  against  the  others  (5)«  In  such  cases,  merger 
results  from  the  simple  fact  of  accepting  the  bond  or  obtaining  the 
judgment.  It  is  said  that  in  equity  this  principle  is  not  so  strictly 
enforced. 

No  such  principle  as  this  ever  obtained  in  the  law  of  Scotland ;  ^^^^  ^^ 

,  *     ^       \  obtain  in 

but  the  new  obligation  has  always  (unless  the  contrary  was  expressly  Scotland, 
stipulated)  been  held  merely  corroborative  of  the  old  (c).  It  is 
important  to  bear  this  difference  between  the  two  legal  systems  in 
mind,  for  otherwise  a  very  erroneous  inference  might  be  drawn 
from  numerous  English  decisions  of  which  the  doctrine  of  merger 
is  the  true  ratio. 

III.  RELEASE — DI8CHABGB  BY  CREDITOR,  AND  BY  OPERATION 

OF  LAW. 

If  a  creditor  chooses  to  discharge  his  debtor  or  obligant,  the  Discharge  by 
release  will  be  effectual,  provided  the  fact  can  be  established  by 
legal  evidence,  whatever  may  have  been  the  motive  upon  which 
the  creditor  acted ;  and  as  to  the  kind  of  evidence  which  the  law 
requires  to  establish  a  discharge,  the  same  rules  generally  apply  in 

(a)  Preyious  case ;  and  see  Hardinge  and  W.  494.     See  Lindley,  p.  367,  and 

T,  Webster,  1  Dr.  and  Sm.  101.  Sup.  78. 

m  Basstt  v.    Wood,  11  Vin.  Ab.  (c)  Ersk.  iii.  4,  22 ;  M.  11518. 

Exting.  B.  8 ;  King  v.  Hoare,  13  M. 
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the  case  of  firms  and  companies  as  in  that  of  individuals,  and  will 
be  found  in  any  work  on  evidence.  When  the  discharge  is  required 
by  law  to  be  in  writing,  if  the  creditor  be  a  copartnery,  attention 
must  be  paid  to  the  mode  in  which  the  firm  signs  obligations ;  if  it 
be  an  incorporated  company,  regard  must  be  had  to  the  forms  laid 
down  in  its  instrument  of  incorporation  for  this  purpose.  The 
modes  in  which  company  debtors  may  be  effectually  discharged 
will  be  afterwards  more  fully  considered. 
EIl^1i^h  There  is  a  doctrine  of  English  law,  as  to  the  effect  whiph  the 

release  by  one    release  of  ouc  partner  has  to  release  the  others,  or,  in  other  words, 
^^  ^^^'  to  terminate  the  company  obligation,  which  it  is  here  necessary  to 

consider,  as  some  doubts  have  been  entertained  whether  it  was  not, 
or  at  least  has  not  now  become,  law  in  Scotland.  Accordmg  to 
the  law  of  England,  an  absolute  and  unconditional  release  of  a 
company  obligation  to  one  partner  operates  as  a  discharge  to  all 
the  partners  (a). 

This  rule  is,  however,  subject  to  certain  limitations.  In  the 
first  place,  it  is  held  that  if  it  be  expressly  set  forth  in  the  release 
that  it  shall  be  limited  to  the  benefit  of  the  releasee,  and  shall  not 
avail,  even  in  his  case,  when  he  is  sued  jointly  with  his  co-obligants, 
then  it  will  not  bar  action  against  the  company.  Farther,  a  dis- 
tinction is  made  between  a  release  and  a  covenant  not  to  sue,  so 
that  when  the  latter  is  made  with  one  partner,  it  would  seem  not  to 
liberate  the  others  (b).  But  it  has  also  been  held,  that  if  a  creditor 
obtains  judgment  against  the  partners  of  a  firm  for  a  company  debt, 
and  arrests  them,  and  then  lets  one  of  them  go,  the  others  are 
entitled  to  be  discharged  from  custody  (c). 
^f  8^  w^^  ^^®  author  has  been  unable  to  discover  any  express  authority  or 
dictum  upon  this  question  in  the  Scottish  authorities ;  yet  it  would 
seem  never  to  have  been  doubted  that  in  our  law  the  discharge 
of  one  partner  does  not  operate  as  a  release  to  the  others.  And 
if  we  attend  to  the  origin  of  the  English  rule,  it  would  appear  to 
follow  that  the  Scottish  rule  must  always  have  been  different. 
The  English  rule  is  nothing  else  than  the  application  to  part- 

(a)  Bower  v.  SwadUn,  1  Atk.  294  ;  88 ;  Price  v.  Barker^  4  E.  and  B.  760 ; 

Cheetkam  v.  Ward,  1  Boe.  and  P.  630.  Lacy  v.  Kinaston^  1  Lord  Raymood 

See   also   Lindley  850,  and   Collyer  690 ;  Huttm  v.  Eyre,  6  Taunt  2S9 ; 

428.  Clayton  v.  Kynaston,  2  Salk.  573. 

(h)  SoUy  ▼.  Forbesj  2  Bred,  and  Bing.  (c)  Ballam  v.  Prict,  2  Moo.  235. 
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nership  of  the  old  doctHne  of  the  common  law,  that  where  several 

persons  are  bound  jointly,  or  jointly  and  severally,  whether  as 

principals  or  sureties,  a  release  to  one  is  a  release  to  all  (a).     Now 

the  law  of  Scotland  upon  this  matter  was  always  different.    The 

discharge  of  one  co-obligant  had  no  effect  to  release  the  others, 

whether  they  were  bound  jointly,  or  jointly  and  severally  (b) ;  and 

the  same  rule  formerly  held  good  as  to  cautioners,  except  in  so  far 

as  a  discharge  of  one  of  them  diminished  the  claim  against  the 

others  to  the  extent  of  his  share  of  the  obligation  (e).     It  must 

also  be  borne  in  mind,  that  in  another  respect  the  reason  of  the 

English  rule  fails  when  applied  in  cases  of  Scotch  partnership. 

Company  obligations  are  not  in  Scotland  the  joint  and  several 

obligations  of  the  individual  partners,  but  the  obligations  of  the 

(jiiasi  person  of  the  firm  of  which  the  partners  are  the  guarantees. 

It  may  perhaps  be  argued  that  the  recent  alteration  of  the  law  of 

Scotland,  whereby  a  discharge  to  one  cautioner  is  now  declared  to 

be  a  discharge  to  all  (d)^  has  by  implication  introduced  the  English 

rule  into  our  partnership  law.     But  it  must  be  observed  that  this 

enactment  plainly  applies  to  persons  bound  as  cautioners  eo  nomine^ 

and  not  to  guarantees  becoming  such  by  implication  of  law.     It 

would  therefore  seem  that,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  law  of 

Scotland,  a  discharge  to  one  partner  is  not  a  discharge  to  all ;  and 

that  the  utmost  effect  which  such  a  release  could  operate,  would  be 

to  limit  the  obligation  of  the  other  partners  by  the  amount  of  the 

contribution  which  would  otherwise  have  been  exigible  from  the 

partner  obtaining  the  discharge. 

Sometimes  an  obligor  finds  himself  released  from  his  obligation  B^iease  by 

»  •  m  .  operation 

by  the  operation  of  law,  without  having  himself  done  anything  to  of  law. 
contribute  to  that  result.  An  instance  of  this  has  been  introduced 
by  the  recent  Mercantile  Law  (Scotland)  Amendment  Act  (e)y 
which  it  is  of  importance  to  notice,  as  it  has  a  very  important  bear- 
ing on  the  obligations  of  guarantee  societies.  Sec.  7  of  this  statute 
is  as  follows :  ^  No  guarantee,  security,  cautionary  obligation,  re- 
presentation, or  assurance  granted  or  made  after  the  passing  of  this 

(a)  Ex  parte  Shier,  6  Ves.  146 ;  (c)  Bankt.  i.  24,  2  ;  Sb.  Bell's  Com. 

Watson  on  Part.  227  ;  CoUyer  428 ;  277  ;  Erek.  iii.  3,  68. 

Lindley  350.  (rf)  19  and  20  Vict.  c.  60,  8.  9. 

{h)  Second  Mercantile  Report  Iaw  [e)  19  and  20  Vict.  c.  60. 
Cummiasion,  91. 
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Discharge  of 
one  partner 
in  cautionary 
obligations. 


Act  to  or  for  a  company  or  firm  consisting  of  two  or  more  persons, 
or  to  or  for  a  single  person  trading  under  the  name  of  a  firm, 
shall  be  binding  on  the  granter  or  maker  of  the  same,  in  respect 
of  anything  done  or  omitted  to  be  done  after  a  change  shall  have 
taken  place  in  one  or  more  of  the  partners  of  the  company  or  firm 
to  which  the  same  has  been  granted  or  made,  unless  the  intention 
of  the  parties  that  such  guarantee,  security,  cautionary  obligation, 
representation,  or  assurance  shall  continue  to  be  binding,  notwith- 
standing such  change,  shall  appear,  either  by  express  stipulation  or 
by  necessary  implication,  from  the  nature  of  the  firm  or  otherwise.' 

The  provisions  of  sec.  9  also  deserve  attention.  They  are  as 
follows  :  *  From  and  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  where  two  or 
more  parties  shall  become  bound  as  cautioners  for  any  debtor,  anv 
discharge  granted  by  the  creditor  in  such  debt  or  obligation  to  any 
one  of  such  cautioners  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  a  discharge 
granted  to  all  the  cautioners ;  but  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
be  deemed  to  extend  to  the  case  of  a  cautioner  consenting  to  the 
discharge  of  a  co-cautioner  who  may  become  bankrupt.' 

This  enactment  is,  in  fact,  an  extension  to  the  case  of  Scotch  co- 
cautioners  of  the  well-known  rule  of  the  English  common  law,  that 
the  release  of  one  of  several  co-obligors  is  a  release  to  all  (a).  What 
effect  it  may  be  held  to  have  in  the  case  of  Scotch  firms  or  unincor- 
porated companies  which  have  undertaken  cautionary  obligations,  is 
a  question  by  no  means  free  from  difficulties.  If  the  old  Scottish 
doctrine,  that  the  firm  is  a  quasi  persoriy  distinct  from  the  members 
of  which  it  is  composed,  be  maintained  in  its  entirety,  it  may  per- 
haps be  successfully  argued,  that  as  regards  firms  and  companies 
the  provision  has  no  application ;  for,  according  to  the  rigour  of 
this  doctrine,  it  is  the  quasi  person  of  the  firm,  and  not  its  members, 
which  is  the  true  obligant  in  the  case  supposed.  It  is  by  no  means 
certain,  however,  that  this  doctrine,  whose  ancient  rigour  has  been 
in  modern  times  greatly  abated,  could  be  relied  on  as  sufiBcient  to 
shut  out  what  appears  to  be  the  plain  intendment  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. Much  may  perhaps  depend  on  the  form  of  the  instrument 
creating  the  cautionary  obligation.  If  the  members  of  the  firm,  as 
is  generally  the  case,  are  taken  bound  individually  and  nominatini, 

(a)  Coke  on  lit.  232,  a.    This  is  also      2  B.  and  Al.  39,  3  Ro8B  Leading  Cas«f! 
true  of  sec.  7.     Bodenham  v.  Purchas,      661. 
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there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  statutory  provision  will  apply,  so 
that  what  is  intended  to  add  to  the  stringency  of  the  contract  may 
be  found  to  avoid  the  obligation  altogether. 


IV.    PRESUMED  ABANDONMENT  OR  SATISFACTION. 

Prescription  or  Limitation, 
These  terms  are  generally  used  as  convertible,  but  a  distinction  DiBtinction 

...  .         .        between. 

IS  sometimes  made  as  follows  : — Prescription  is  said  to  extinguish 
the  debt  in  virtue  of  a  legal  presumption  that  it  has  been  paid  or 
abandoned ;  whereas  limitation  is  said  not  to  affect  the  actual  sub- 
sistence of  the  debt,  but  after  a  certain  time  to  bar  action  on  the 
instrument  or  document  by  which  the  debt  is  evidenced.  Perhaps 
more  importance  has  been  attached  to  this  distinction  than  it 
deserves ;  but  be  that  as  it  may,  it  does  not  appear  to  be  of  much  , 

consequence  in  questions  of  partnership  law. 

The  law  of  Scotland  recognises  a  great  number  of  prescriptions  Diflferent 

,t    ,      ,  ,     ,  kinds  of 

or  kmitations  ;  but  to  many  of  these  it  is  unnecessary  here  to  refer,  prescription, 
as  they  have  little  or  no  application  to  the  partnership  relation,  or 
if  they  have,  do  not  operate  differently  in  it  from  what  they  would 
do  in  the  case  of  individuals.  There  are  some  prescriptions,  how- 
ever, that  raise  difficult  questions  in  the  case  of  firms  and  com- 
panies, and  which  will  therefore  require  to  be  considered  in  this  part 
of  the  treatise.  These  are  the  triennial,  the  quinquennial,  and  the 
sexennial.  Their  effect  is  to  raise  a  legal  presumption  that  the  Effects  of 
debt  has  been  paid  or  the  claim  abandoned ;  but  this  presumption 
may  be  elided  by  proceedings,  on  the  part  of  the  creditor,  during 
the  prescriptive  period,  to  constitute  the  obligation ;  and  even  after 
the  elapse  of  that  time,  the  subsistence  of  the  debt  may  always  be 
proved  by  the  writ  or  oath  of  the  debtor. 

In  considering  how  these  principles  apply  in  the  case  of  firms  Application  of 
and  companies,  it  must  be  observed  at  the  outset,  that  in  the  case  compan^ies! 
of  correi  debendiy  and  of  persons  bound  jointly  and  severally  for  a 
debt  or  obligation,  the  law  is  settled  that  neither  the  writ  nor  the 
oath  of  one  or  more  of  them  will  prove  the  subsistence  of  the  debt 
or  obligation  against  the  others  after  the  elapse  of  the  prescriptive 


Writ  or  oath. 
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Differonco 
between  co- 
obligants  aud 
partners. 


Writ  or  oath 
stante  aocietate. 


period  (a).  To  produce  this  effect,  the  writ  or  oath  must  be  those  of 
the  whole  number.  The  reason  of  this  is  obvious.  Although  joint- 
obligants,  they  are  not  mutual  agents  for  each  other,  and  have  therefore 
no  authority  either  express  or  implied  to  bind  each  other.  Besides, 
since  the  law  requires  the  writ  or  oath  of  the  debtor,  it  is  plain  that 
this  can  only  be  satisfied  by  the  joint  writ  or  the  deposition  of  all. 

Now,  the  case  of  partners  differs  from  that  of  co-obligants  in 
this  respect,  that  partners  are,  within  the  limits  of  the  company 
business,  agents  for  each  other.  But  this  agency  terminates  as 
regards  the  public  as  soon  as  a  dissolution  properly  notified  has 
taken  place.  After  that  event,  therefore,  the  former  partners  stand 
to  each  other  merely  as  co-obligants  in  relation  to  subsisting  com- 
pany obligations ;  and  they  should  therefore  have  no  power  to  bind 
each  other  in  either  of  the  ways  mentioned.  It  would  accordingly 
seem  to  have  become  settled  law,  that  after  dissolution  properly 
notified  to  the  creditor,  a  reference  to  the  oath  of  one  of  the  part- 
ners is  incompetent ;  and  that  the  reference  must  be  made  to  the 
oaths  of  all  the  former  copartners  (6). 

The  question  is  somewhat  different  when  it  is  asked,  whether 
during  the  subsistence  of  the  partnership  a  reference  of  resting 
owing  of  a  company  obligation  can  be  made  to  one  of  the  copartners 
so  as  to  elide  prescription.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  question  in  its 
pure  form  has  ever  presented  itself  for  decision.  But  here  also 
the  theory  of  law  as  well  as  practical  considerations  would  seem 
to  indicate  a  negative  answer. 

It  is  no  doubt  true,  that  until  dissolution  the  mutual  agency 
between  the  partners  continues ;  and  in  so  far  as  that  is  concerned, 
their  position  is  different  from  that  of  correi  dehendi.  But  it  seems 
very  certain  that  the  matter  in  question  does  not  fall  within  the  limits 
of  implied  agency.  The  law  gives  the  creditor  the  right  to  refer  the 
question  of  resting  owing  to  the  oath  of  the  debtor  only,  not  to  that 
of  the  debtor's  agent;  and  therefore  if  a  reference  to  the  oath  of  the 


(a)  AUan  v.  Ormiston,  1816,  3  S. 
208,  note,  and  Hume  477 ;  M'Indoe 
V.  Frame,  1824,  3  S.  207 ;  Houston  v. 
YtiiU,  1822,  1  S.  417,  20  F.  C.  614 ; 
M'Neill  V.  Blair,  1823,  2  S.  155 ; 
Laidlaw  v.  Hamilton,  1826,  4  S.  644. 

(b)  M'Nah  V.  Lockhart,  1843,  5  D. 


1014,  specially  the  opinion  of  Lord 
Medwyn,  p.  1020;  Nu^Cs  Tmsttti, 
1829,  7  S.  307 ;  Easton  v.  Jokntton, 
1831, 9  S.  440.  See  Stewart  t.  Stevart, 
1823,  2  S.  558 ;  MiU  and  Co,  v.  Camp- 
heU  and  Hopkirk,  1849, 11 D.  979,  and 
1850,  12  D.  618. 
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agent  is  competent^  it  can  be  so  only  in  virtue  of  some  veiy  special 
contract  to  that  effect,  and  one  sufficient  to  take  the  case  out  of 
the  operation  of  the  statute.  Now  it  cannot  be  said,  that  by  enter- 
ing a  company  or  firm  a  man  makes  a  contract  with  all  who  may 
chance  to  be  its  creditors — that  he  is  to  be  bound  in  questions  of  this 
kind  by  the  oaths  of  its  agents,  viz.  his  copartners.  No  doubt  when 
eyery  partner  depones,  the  joint  deposition  of  all  must  be  taken  as 
the  oath  of  the  company ;  but  that  does  not  arise  from  their  being 
the  company's  agents  to  that  effect,  but  from  the  fact  that,  taken 
together,  they  really  constitute  the  company.  Furthermore,  it  must 
be  observed,  that  the  question  referred  in  these  cases  of  prescription 
to  the  oath  of  the  debtor,  is  not  merely  the  constitution  of  the 
debt,  but  the  fact  of  its  subsistence.  Now,  as  any  one  of  the 
partners  is  entitled  to  make  payment  of  a  company  debt  in  whole 
or  in  part,  and  may  in  the  hurry  of  business,  or  even  from  improper 
motives,  have  concealed  his  having  done  so  from  his  copartners, 
it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  whether  payment  has  not  been  made 
without  examining  all  the  partners.  If,  indeed,  the  effect  of  the 
prescription  could  be  elided  by  the  oath  of  one  or  more  partners 
chosen  by  the  creditor,  he  might  perpetrate  a  gross  fraud  on  the 
concern,  by  selecting  such  paitners  as  referees  as  he  knew  were  in 
ignorance  of  payment  having  been  made ;  and  it  is  even  conceiv- 
able that  a  pretended  creditor  might  collude  with  some  of  the  part- 
ners for  this  purpose  (a).  E  converse  a  creditor  is  not  limited  to 
the  oath  of  one  partner  (b). 

Where  the  entire  management  of  the  business  of  a  firm  is  Managing 

,  partner. 

entmsted  to  one  partner,  his  oath  will  be  taken  to  be  that  of  the 
firm ;  and  the  same  holds  true  of  the  managers  or  other  officials  in 
joint-stock  or  incorporated  companies  as  to  all  transactions  within 
the  sphere  of  their  management.  In  such  cases,  the  only  proper 
person  to  whose  oath  a  reference  should  be  made,  would  seem  to  be 
the  official  who  is  charged  with  that  part  of  the  business  to  which 

(a)  See  Gilmour  v.  Stewart's  Repre-  M'Ckland,   1851,   13  D.   604.      See 

antatives,  1797,  M.  12042.    See  opi-  Kerr  v.  Bryson,  1747,  M.  14567.    See 

nions  of  judges  in  Nisbet*8  Trustees,  Dickson  on  Evidence,  sees.  1572  e^  5^9.; 

1^29,  7  S.  310,  and  also  in  Duncan  y.  and  per  Lord  Justice-Clerk  in  Brown 

Fm-hes,  1829,  7  8.  821.     See  also  per  v.  EdgUiy,  1843,  5  D.  1014. 
Lorf  Justice-Clerk  in  JJTiVaft  y.  iocib-  (6)  Berrys  v.    Wight,  1822,  1   S. 

*art,  1843,  5  D.   1021;    CUland  r.  402. 
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Writ  of  single 
partuer. 


Writ  of 
directors. 


the  particular  transaction  belongs.  Where  this  department  of  the 
business  is  committed  to  several  persons,  such  as  a  board  of  direc- 
tors, the  oaths  of  all  should  in  general  be  taken  (a). 

When  the  reference  has  been  made  to  the  oaths  of  all  the  part- 
ners, it  will  not  be  held  to  be  exhausted  by  the  deposition  of  one  of 
them  (b).  Yet,  on  a  reference  to  the  oath  of  two  partners  as  to 
certain  facts  respecting  a  bond  due  to  one  of  them  only  by  name, 
but  alleged  to  be  for  the  firm,  it  was  held  competent  to  take  the  oath 
of  only  the  creditor  named,  the  other  partner  being  abroad  (c). 

The  same  observations  would  seem  to  apply  generally  to  the 
writ  of  partners  less  than  the  whole  number ;  and  the  following 
remarks  may  also  be  noted  in  addition.  If  during  the  continuance 
of  the  copartnery  one  of  the  partners  execute  a  writing  which  is 
properly  a  renewal  of  an  old  by  the  creation  of  a  new  obligation, 
it  will  bind  the  firm  after  the 'original  obligation  has  undergone 
prescription;  for  this  is  not  to  be  taken  as  an  acknowledgment 
of  a  subsisting  debt,  but  as  an  exercise  of  the  institorial  power 
to  bind  the  firm  *  by  contract  (d).  If,  again,  a  partner  retires 
from  a  firm,  while  certain  company  debts  remain  unpaid,  the 
writ  of  the  remaining  partners  would  seem  sufficient  to  elide 
prescription  not  only  as  against  themselves  who  continue  to  carry 
on  business,  but  as  against  the  retiring  partner :  for  it  must  be 
presumed,  that  when  he  left  the  concern  he  empowered  the  re- 
maining partners  to  transact  for  him  in  relation  to  unpaid  com- 
pany obligations ;  and  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  he  had  himself 
paid  such  obligations,  seeing  he  had  ceased  to  take  any  share  in  the 

management  (e). 

In  like  manner,  the  writ  of  the  managing  partner  of  a  firm,  or  the 

writ  of  the  board  of  directors  or  other  officials  of  a  company,  ought 

to  be  taken  as  the  writ  of  the  concern  so  as  to  interrupt  prescription, 

for  such  officials  are  in  reality  their  factors  specially  appointed  (/). 

(a)  See  per  Lord  Medwyn  in  APNab         (h)  Cleland  v.  M'^Ckland^  supra. 
y.  Lockhart,  1843,  5  D.  1020  ;  Gow  v.  (c)  Earl  of  Traquair  v.  ^Kiroif^ 

M'Donald,  1827,  5  S.  445  ;  M'Gregor      1815,   6  Paten's  App.   99,  affinniBg 


V.  M'Gregor,  1860,  22  D.  1264; 
Campbell  v.  Ballantyne,  1839,  1  D. 
1061 ;  Kendal  v.  Campbell,  1766,  M. 
12351.  See  Duncan  v.  Forbes,  1831, 
9  S.  540 ;  Fleming  v.  Ballantyne,  1840, 
3  D.  242. 


judgment  of  the  Court  of  Seesion. 
which  is  not  reported. 

(d)  See  Treacher  y.  GaUoway,  liM4. 
17  Jur.  55. 

(f)  MiUikcn  v.  Lox^^  1803,  Hume 7^)4. 

(/)  Per  Lord  Medwyn  in  M'Sah  v. 
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The  books  of  the  firm  or  company  have  always  been  regarded  as  Company 
the  writ  of  the  concern  in  questions  of  this  kind;  and  entries  found 
in  them  will  bind  the  company,  unless  forgery  can  be  established  (a). 
The  writ  or  oath  of  a  surviving  partner  is  in  general  to  be  taken  as 
that  of  the  copartnery  (6). 

The  currency  of  all  prescriptions  may  be  interrupted  by  action ;  interruption  of 
bat  in  the  case  of  partnership,  it  would  seem  that  the  proceedings 
mast  be  taken  against  the  company  as  such,  and  not  merely  against 
a  partner  individually.     In  the  case  of  Grant  v.  The  Creditors  of 
the  York  Buildings  Company  (c),  a  claim  having  been  lodged  on  the 
company's  estate,  it  was  objected  to  on  the  ground  that  it  had  under- 
gone the  long  negative  prescription,  and  that  a  summons,  decree, 
and  homing  which  were  relied  on  as  interrupting  prescription  were 
inept,  because  these  had  been  directed  not  against  the  company  in 
the  corporate  name,  under  which  by  its  special  act  it  was  entitled 
to  sue  and  be  sued,  nor  even  against  the  directors,  who  subscribed 
the  contract,  but  against  the  governor  and  directors  at  the  date  of 
the  action,  some  of  whom  had  ceased  to  hold  office  before  the  hom- 
ing was  given.    The  Court  of  Session  held,  by  a  majority,  that  the 
intimation  thereby  given  to  one  or  more  of  the  partners  was  effectual 
to  save  the  debt  from  prescription.     On  appeal,  however,  the  House 
of  Lords  remitted  to  reconsider  the  question,  but  the  matter  was 
finally  compromised  without  being  judicially  determined  (d). 

In  this  department  of  partnership  law,  little  assistance  can  be  English  Uw. 
obtained  from  the  law  of  England, — the  late  Mercantile  Law 
Amendment  Act,  19  and  20  Vict.  c.  97,  which  does  not  apply  to 
Scotland,  having  introduced  certain  special  provisions  by  which  the 
old  rules  as  to  *  limitations '  have  been  greatly  modified.  The  previ- 
ous law  was,  however,  in  principle  at  least,  not  materially  different 
from  our  own.  It  may  be  seen  by  referring  to  Collyer,  p.  282  ; 
Lindley,  p.  370 ;  and  Story  on  Partnership,  sec.  324. 

Lockhart,  1843,  6  D.  1020 ;  Smith  v.  Magistrates  of  Kirkwall,  1827,  5  S. 

Falconer^  1831,  9  S.  474.    See  also  802.      See  Admissions;    Dickson  on 

Goic  v.  MacdonaUl,  1827,  5  S.  445.  Evidence,  509  et  seq.  and  1465. 

(a)  Leslie  Y.  MagistraUs  of  Brechin,  (b)  Fyfe  v.   Carfrae,  1841,  4  D. 

1808,    15    F.    C.    2;    Muirhead   v.  152. 
Town  of  Haddington,  1748,  M.  2507  ;  (c)  1784,  M.  11283. 

Buchanan    v.    Magistrates   of  Dun-  (d)  3  Paton's  App.  17  (1785).     See 

fermiine,    1828,    7    8.    35 ;    Ker   v.  M.  11285. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

LIABILITIES   OF   PARTNERS   AND   SHAREHOLDERS  FOB  THE 

COMPANY  OBLIGATIONS. 


Advantages 
of  a  correct 
theory. 


English 
theory. 


The  numerous  and  important  questions  which  present  themselves 
in  this  branch  of  partnership  law  render  it  extremely  desirable  that 
some  consistent  and  easily  intelligible  theory  should  be  adopted 
by  which  they  might  be  solved,  and  to  which  all  the  principles 
found  in  operation  might  be  referred.  Many  diiBculties^  however, 
beset  the  evolution  of  such  a  theory.  The  partnership  relation 
embraces  the  elements  and  principles  of  many  other  contracts ;  the 
legal  notion  of  the  firm  presents  important  differences  in  different 
systems  of  law ;  and  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  decisions  of  the 
courts  have  been  characterized  by  unbroken  uniformity.  It  is 
therefore  very  doubtful  whether,  in  the  absence  of  a  code,  any 
theory  of  partnership  liabilities  can  be  constructed  which  shall  in 
all  cases  afford  a  safe  and  unerring  guide.  At  the  same  time, 
much  will  have  been  gained  if  a  theory  can  be  formed  which 
harmonizes  with  the  genius  of  the  legal  system  to  which  it  is  applied, 
explains  the  authorities  consistently  with  each  other,  and  thus 
serves  to  indicate  what  is  likely  to  be  the  view  which  the  courts 
will  adopt  in  dealing  with  questions  not  hitherto  determined. 

According  to  the  theory  of  the  law  of  England,  in  so  far  as 
any  consistent  theory  can  yet  be  taken  as  evolved  in  that  system, 
the  liabilities  of  partners  for  the  company  debts  and  obligations  is 
said  to  arise  out  of  the  doctrine,  that  they  are  agents  and  sureties 
mutually  for  each  other  within  the  company's  sphere  of  action ;  so 
that  as  each  may  bind  all,  each  is  liable  for  the  debts  and  obliga- 
tions of  all.  Such  a  theory  is  the  only  one  perhaps  that  can  be 
adopted  in  a  system  which  ignores  the  quasi  persona  of  tlie  firm : 
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bat  although  it  is  capable  of  being  reasoned  out  to  equitable 
results^  it  labours  under  the  great  disadvantage  of  being  cumbrous 
and  embarrassing  in  practical  operation. 

The  law  of  Scotland  in  all  probability  adopts  the  same  prin-  Scottwh 
ciples  of  agency  and  suretyship ;  but  inasmuch  as  it  recognises  the 
separate  qiuui  persona  of  the  firm^  it  is  capable  of  finding  expres- 
sioD  m  a  theory  less  cumbrous  and  more  easy  of  application.  Ac- 
cording to  our  system,  the  partners  are  agents  and  sureties,  not  of 
each  other,  but  of  the  firm  ;  and  the  obligations  which  it  contracts 
bj  means  of  their  agency  bind  them  individually  as  its  sureties. 

The  Scottish  theory  is  that  applicable  to  incorporate  associa- 
tions in  both  systems,  with  this  qualification,  that  in  incorporated 
associations  the  guarantee  of  the  shareholders  is  generally,  though 
not  always,  restricted  within  definite  limits. 

But  whichever  of  the  two  theories  be  adopted,  the  practical  General  simi- 
resolts  appear  to  be  the  same ;  and  therefore  the  English  decisions  ticai  resuite. 
on  the  subject  of  the  liabilities  of  partners,  though  not  to  be  taken 
as  decisive,  ought  to  receive  great  weight  in  discussing  such  ques- 
tions as  have  not  yet  received  an  authoritative  solution  by  our 
tribunals. 

Once  an  obligation  has  been  validly  incurred  by  the  company  General  rules, 
or  firm,  it  may,  after  being  constituted  against  the  concern,  be 
enforced  against  the  members  as  guarantees  bound  conjunctly  and 
severally  with  their  principal.  When  the  obligation  is  ad  factum 
pr(BstanduTny  and  can  be  performed  by  another,  specific  performance 
may  be  decreed  against  all  or  some  of  the  partners.  When,  again, 
the  firm  ought  as  a  person  to  perform  the  act,  or  where  performance 
becomes  impossible,  damages  will  be  awarded  instead  of  specific 
performance.  An  obligation  to  abstain  from  acting  when  that  is 
the  nature  of  the  obligation,  may  be  enforced  by  interdict,  as  in 
England,  by  injunction. 

Whenever  decree  has  been  obtained  against  the  firm,  any  one 
of  the  partners  may,  at  the  option  of  the  creditor,  be  proceeded 
against  for  the  whole  amount  of  debt  or  damage  decerned  for, 
leaving  him  to  find  indemnity  against  his  copartners  as  best  he 
may  (a).  And  any  one  of  the  partners  may  be  charged  on  decree  or 
diligence  directed  against  the  firm  (b). 
(«)  See  Contribution  and  Indemnity,  and  Diligence.        (h)  See  Diligence. 
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UNLIMITED  LIABILITY  OF  PARTNERS  AND  SHAREHOLDERS  IN 
FIRMS  AND  UNINCORPORATED  ASSOCIATIONS. 

No  principle  can  be  said  to  be  better  fixed  in  the  laws  both  of 
Scotland  and  England,  than  the  doctrine  that  every  partner  of  a 
private  firm,  and  every  shareholder  of  an  unincorporated  association, 
incurs  unlimited  liability  to  the  public  for  all  the  debts  and  obliga- 
tions of  the  company. 

Scottish  law.  It  has  Sometimes  been  thought  that  the  common  law  of  Scot- 

land was  originally  different  from  that  of  England  in  this  respect, 
and  that  it  recognised  a  power  in  trading  associations  other  than 
such  as  were  incorporate  by  charter  or  special  act,  to  limit  the 
liability  of  their  members  to  the  subscribed  capital,  or  even  to  the 
amount  of  their  respective  shares,  after  the  fashion  of  the  soeittrs 
en  commandite  of  French  law.  This  opinion  does  not  appear  to  be 
altogether  without  foundation.  The  old  Scotch  law  of  society  was 
borrowed  more  from  continental  than  from  English  sources ;  and  as 
it  formerly  gave  great  prominence  to  the  qiuisi  person  of  the  com- 
pany, it  is  not  improbable  that  principles  analogous  to  those  of  the 
foreign  socUtes  en  commandite  were  finding  their  way  into  this 
country,  and  might  ultimately  have  become  settled  law  had  it  not 
been  for  the  infiltration  of  rules  and  precedents  of  English  growth. 
This  view  receives  countenance  from  the  dictum  of  Lord  Kil- 
kerran,  which  has  not  a  little  embarrassed  modem  jurists,  that  the 
creditor  of  a  company  *  cannot  pursue  one  of  the  partners  for  a 
company  debt:  his  action  lies  against  the  company  only'  (a);  and 
also  from  the  circumstance  that,  in  the  case  of  Stevenson  and  C^. 
V.  Macnaivy  where  the  defence  was  stated  that  the  contract  limited 
the  responsibility  of  each  partner  to  his  own  share,  the  Court  waived 
deciding  on  that  point,  but  sustained  the  other  defences  (6). 

Adoption  of  But  be  this  as  it  may,  there  is  no  'doubt  that  the  English  rule 

ng  IS  ru  e.     ^^  unlimited  liability  has  long  been  fixed  as  the  law  of  Scotland. 

In  the  case  of  Douglas^  Ilerony  and  Co,  v.  Hair  (c),  where  every 

available  plea  seems  to  have  been  stated  to  save  from  roinoas 

liability,  the  plea  of  limited  responsibility  was  not  again  raised ;  and 

(a)  1741,  Kilk.  518.  (h)  1757,  2  F.  C.  92,  M.  14560  and  14667. 

(c)  1778,  8  F.  C.  57,  M.  14605. 
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since  that  period  numerous  cases  have  occurred  in  which  such  a 
plea,  if  tenable,  would  undoubtedly  have  been  urged.  It  would 
seem  therefore  that  the  principles  of  sociith  en  commandite^  if  they 
ever  obtained  a  footing  in  this  country,  have  long  since  been  aban- 
doned. 

In  England,  it  appears  that  unlimited  liability  was  always  the 
rule.  So  much  was  this  the  case,  that,  as  far  back  as  1719,  the 
celebrated  Bubble  Act  (a)  declares  the  holding  out  of  an  assurance 
of  limited  liability  to  be  a  distinguishing  mark  of  an  illegal  asso* 
ciation.  On  many  occasions  the  inflexible  nature  of  this  doctrine 
has  been  laid  down  from  the  bench,  and  the  cases  are  numerous 
where  it  has  formed  the  ratio  decidendi  (6). 

The  extreme  hardship  which  its  application  to  large  trading  asso-  Devices  to 

...  .111  .1  .1  11       attain  limited 

cmtions  has  entailed  on  the  mercantile  community,  has  eventually  liability, 
led  to  the  restrictive  provisions  of  the  Registration  Acts.  But  long 
before  the  Legislature  thought  fit  to  interfere,  numerous  attempts 
were  made  to  evade  the  common  law,  and  reduce  the  liabilities  of 
shareholders  within  stricter  limits.  Such  devices,  since  the  Act 
of  1862  has  brought  limited  liability  within  the  reach  of  all  com- 
panies consisting  of  more  than  six  persons,  are  of  less  importance ; 
bat  they  may  here  be  briefly  noticed,  as,  until  the  registration 
principle  is  extended  to  private  firms,  attempts  will  always  con- 
tinue to  be  made  to  escape  from  the  unliniited  liability  of  the 
common  law. 

These  devices  all  depend  for  success  on  the  principle  that  it  is  Principle  of. 
competent  for  those  dealing  with  a  firm  to  release  the  partners  from 
unlimited  liability,  in  so  far  as  the  transactions  of  the  firm  with 
them  are  concerned.  And  the  most  common  form  in  which  this 
principle  is  sought  to  be  rendered  available,  is  that  of  stipulating 
with  the  creditor  that  he  must  look  to  the  funds  of  the  company 
only  for  payment,  and  shall  have  no  claim  beyond  its  subscribed 
capital.  If  an  agreement  of  this  kind  can  be  satisfactorily  estab- 
lished, limited  liability  as  to  such  transactions  as  are  covered  by  the 
agreement  may  be  attained ;  yet  the  onus  probandi  will  rest  on  the 
company  or  partner  seeking  to  found  on  it  as  a  defence. 

But  as  it  is  evident  that  the  success  of  such  schemes  to  attain 

(a)  6  Geo.  i.  c.  18,  s.  18.  v.  Codd,  2  Car.  and  Pa.  408 ;  Green- 

(h)  R.  V.  Dodd,  9  East  516;  Keasley      woody  8  De  G.  M.  and  G.  459. 
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limited  liability  turns  solely  on  the  validity  of  the  special  contract 
to  shut  out  the  operation  of  the  common  law,  the  special  contract 
must  fully  cover  the  transaction  or  series  of  transactions  it  is 
intended  to  affect ;  and  it  must  be  stipulated  that  the  funds  of  the 
company  as  contradistinguished  from  the  separate  estate  of  the 
individual  partners,  or  better  still,  some  specified  fund,  shall  alone 
be  answerable,  otherwise  the  contract  may  be  held  to  mean  nothing 
more  than  an  affirmance  of  the  common  law,  which  holds  the 
members  to  be  jointly  and  severally  liable  for  the  company  obli- 
gations (a). 

When  limited  liability  is  attained  in  this  manner,  a  court  of 
equity,  while  giving  effect  to  the  special  contract,  will  require  the 
shareholders  to  pay  up  so  much  of  the  guaranteed  capital  as  has  not 
yet  been  subscribed  (b). 

The  question  here  under  consideration  does  not  appear,  so  far 
as  the  author  is  aware,  to  have  come  as  yet  under  consideration  of 
the  Scotch  courts ;  but  if  it  did,  there  seems  no  reason  to  doubt  that 
effect  would  be  given  to  the  principles  of  the  £nglish  decisions,  and 
this  all  the  more  readily  that  the  foundation  for  its  application 
seems  already  to  be  laid  in  the  recognition  of  the  company's  separate 
persona. 
Application  of  In  an  early  part  of  the  present  treatise  we  endeavoured  to 
liability  from  explain  the  well-kuowu  doctrine,  whereby  a  person,  though  entitled 
B  arrng  pro  .  ^^  none  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a  partner,  has  been  held  to 
have  incurred  all  the  responsibilities  of  that  relation  in  a  question 
with  the  public,  by  the  mere  fact  of  his  having  participated  in  the 
profits.  Thus  it  has  been  held,  that  money  could  not  be  advanced 
to  a  trader  on  condition  of  receiving  part  of  the  profits  as  interest 
without  the  risk  of  rendering  the  lender  liable  as  a  partner ;  that 
servants  or  agents  receiving  salaries  which  in  any  way  varied  with 
the  returns  of  the  business  were  in  a  similar  position  ;  and  that  any 
one  receiving  an  annuity  out  of  the  profits  was  in  danger  of  incurring 
liability  for  all  the  obligations  of  the  concern  (c).     The  extent  to 

(a)  Seethe  following EDgUsh cases:  M.  and  G.  180;  Hasselly  4  Ex.  535; 

Hallett  V.  Dowdall^  18  Q.  B.  2 ;  Han-  Athenxum  Life  Soc.\  1  Johns.  80.  See 

cock  V.  Hodgson^  4  Bing.  269 ;  Dur-  Lindley  304. 

ham's  case,  4  E.  and  J.  517 ;  Halkett  (6)  Talbot's  case,  5  De  G.  and  Sm. 

Y.  Mer.  Trader  Association,  13  Q.  B.  386.    See  lindley  305. 

960;  Worcester  Com  Ex.  Co,,  3  De  G.  (c)  See  p.  53  and  p.  47. 
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which  this  doctrine  was  carried  in  some  of  the  eariier  cases  pro- 
duced very  great  hardship,  if  not  absolute  injustice ;  and  as  the 
liability  thus  incurred  was  unlimited,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it 
operated  most  unfavourably  as  a  check  on  commercial  enterprise. 
These  consequences  of  the  doctrine,  though  not  probably  foreseen 
when  it  was  first  adopted  by  the  courts,  speedily  made  themselves 
apparent,  and  endeavours  were  made  to  obviate  them  by  drawing  a 
distinction  between  *  nett  profits'  and  *  gross  returns ; '  but  it  was 
soon  found  that  this  distinction,  which  Lord  Eldon  characterized  as 
^extremely  thin,'  laboured  under  the  serious  disadvantage  of  being 
unintelligible  to  the  great  mass  of  the  mercantile  community  for 
whose  benefit  it  was  introduced.    The  truth  is,  the  doctrine  itself, 
as  commonly  received  and  expressed,  was  radically  unsound,  and 
could  never  be  relied  on  as  a  safe  principle  for  decision.    The  right 
to  share  profits  is  not  the  reason  of  a  partner's  liability  for  com- 
pany obligations ;  but  both  the  right  and  the  liability  are  equally 
consequences,  as  they  are  indications,  of  the  existence  of  partner- 
ship.   By  degrees,  as  the  principles  of  commercial  law  were  more 
fnlly  elaborated,  this  came  to  be  better  understood ;  and  as  the 
existence  of  agency,  express  or  implied,  between  the  firm  and  an 
alleged  partner  came  to  be  recognised  as  the  most  trustworthy  test 
of  the  partnership  relation,  the  old  doctrine  of  liability  from  partici- 
pating in  profits  was  gradually  circumscribed  in  its  operation,  and  was 
expressed  in  a  less  questionable  form.  There  is  even  reason  to  believe 
that  it  would  have  been  ultimately  banished  from  the  law  in  its  more 
objectionable  sense,  or  that  at  any  rate  the  inequitable  principles  to 
which  it  had  given  rise  would  have  been  abandoned,  without  the 
intervention  of  the  Legislature.  While,  however,  the  present  treatise 
was  going  through  the  press,  and  after  the  earlier  chapters  had 
already  been  printed  o£P,  an  Act  was  passed,  which,  though  very  far 
from  supplying  a  remedy  commensurate  with  the  imperfections  of 
the  existing  law  applicable  to  private  partnership,  has  at  least  the 
merit  of  removing  or  palliating  some  of  the  more  glaring  evils 
which  the  doctrine  in  question  had  been  the  means  of  introducing. 

The  provisions  of  this  Act  (28  and  29  Vict.  c.   86)  (a)  are  Act  of  1866. 
as  follows : — ^In  the  first  place,  it  declares  that  the  advance  of  Shiaina  of 
money  by  way  of  loan  to  a  person  engaged  in  any  trade  or  under-  fenders  and 

(a)  Pi«ed  6th  July  1865.  '  l^^^' 
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taking,  on  a  written  contract  that  the  lender  shall  receive  a  rate  of 
interest  varying  with  the  profits,  or  a  share  of  the  profits  themsel?es, 
shall  not  of  itself  constitute  him  a  partner,  or  render  him  respon- 
sible as  such  (sec.  1)  ;  and  it  further  declares  that  the  mere  receiv- 
ing by  way  of  annuity  or  otherwise  of  a  share  of  the  profits  of  a 
business  in  consideration  of  the  sale  of  its  goodwill  shall  not  render 
the  receiver  a  partner  with,  or  responsible  for,  the  liabilities  of  the 
person  carrying  on  such  business  (sec.  4). 

These  provisions  appear  to  remove  the  worst  consequences  of 
the  old  state  of  the  law ;  but  it  is  obvious  that  if  they  stood  alone^ 
they  would  enable  unprincipled  persons  to  collude  with  a  firm  or 
an  individual  trader,  so  as,  under  the  pretext  of  participating  in 
profits,  to  appropriate  the  only  fund  available  for  payment  of  bona 
fide  creditors.  The  true  safeguard  against  such  abuses  would  seem 
to  lie  in  the  extension  of  the  principle  of  registration  to  ordinaiy 
firms.  This  method,  however,  has  not  been  adopted ;  but  the 
Act  endeavours  to  meet  the  diflSculty  by  declaring  that  in  the  event 
of  the  trader  becoming  bankrupt,  taking  the  benefit  of  any  act  for 
the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors,  entering  into  an  arrangement  to  paj 
his  creditors  less  than  twenty  shillings  in  the  pound,  or  dying  in- 
solvent, lenders  under  its  provisions  shall  not  be  entitled  to  recover 
any  portion  of  their  principal,  or  of  the  profits,  or  interest  papble 
thereon  ;  and  vendors  of  the  goodwill  of  a  business,  under  sec  4, 
shall  not  be  entitled  to  recover  any  share  of  profits,  until  the  claims 
of  the  other  creditors  have  been  satisfied  (sec.  5). 

By  sec.  2  it  is  declared  that  no  contract  for  the  remuneration  of 
a  servant  or  agent  by  a  share  of  the  profits  shall  of  itself  render 
him  responsible  as  a  partner,  or  give  him  the  rights  as  a  partner 
with  his  employer ;  and  sec.  3  provides  that  no  widow  or  child  of 
the  deceased  partner  of  a  trader  receiving  by  way  of  annuity  a  por- 
tion of  the  profits  made  by  such  trader  in  his  business,  shall  by 
reason  only  of  such  receipt  be  deemed  a  partner  of  or  subject  to  the 
liabilities  of  such  trader. 

Lastly,  by  sec.  6  the  word  *  person  *  as  used  in  the  Act  is  declared 
to  include  a  partnership  firm  and  joint-stock  company,  and  a  cor- 
poration. 

In  perusing  this  Act  the  following  observations  suggest  them- 
gelves : — It  is  noticeable,  in  the  first  place,  that  it  contains  no- 


Chap.  XV.]  28  and  29  VICT.  c.  86.  291 

thing  to  detract  from  the  power  which  previously  existed  under 
the  old  law,  to  make  advances  to  a  firm  or  company  in  such  a  way 
that  the  lender  should  stand  to  it  as  an  ordinary  creditor,  with- 
out either  incurring  the  liabilities  of  qiKisi  partnership,  or  having 
the  debt  postponed  in  a  question  with  other  creditors.    If,  there- 
fore, a  man  chooses  to  make  a  loan  to  a  firm,  in  consideration  of 
receiving  a  fixed  rate  of  interest  instead  of  a  return  varying  with 
the  profits,  he  will  now,  as  formerly,  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges 
of  an  ordinary  creditor.     What  the  Act  does  is  merely  to  enable  a 
lender  to  receive  a  rate  of  interest  varying  with  the  profits,  without 
thereby  incurring  the  responsibilities  of  quasi  partnership ;  but  it 
conples  this  with  the  condition  that,  in  such  a  case,  his  claims  to 
repayment,  either  of  principal  or  interest,  shall  be  postponed  to 
those  of  other  creditors  who  are  not  entitled  to  share  profits.    It  is 
very  questionable,  however,  how  far  this  provision  will  be  taken 
advantage  of  in  practice.     For  it  is  to  be  observed,  1.  That  as  the 
lender  is  expressly  declared  not  to  be  a  partner,  he  has  no  right  to 
take  an  active  share  in  the  concern,  so  as  to  ensure  its  being  pro- 
perly carried  ou,  and  he  may  even  find  it  difficult  to  ascertain  with 
accuracy  what  amount  of  profits  are  de  facto  realized ;  and,  2.  That 
if;  from  reckless  or  even   fraudulent  management,  the  concern 
should  become  bankrupt,  his  chance  of  payment  may  be  entirely 
illusory.     Persons  lending  money  on  such  conditions  are  in  fact 
most  unfavourably  situated ;  they  are  very  much  at  the  mercy  of 
the  borrower,  having  neither  the  full  privileges  of  partners  nor  the 
full  rights  of  creditors.     The  provision  as  to  the  remuneration  of 
agents  and  servants,  and  that  as  to  annuities  to  the  widow  and 
children  of  a  deceased  trader,  are  eminently  beneficial ;  but  the 
former,  it  may  be  observed,  is  little  more  than  an  affirmance  of 
what  was  perhaps  always  law  in  Scotland.    The  declaration,  that 
the  word  ^  person '  shall  include  firms,  companies,  and  corporations, 
gives  the  Act  a  very  wide  application ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
may  be  questioned  whether  the  use  of  the  words  *  trader'  and 
^  trade'  throughout  the  Act,  will  not  have  the  effect  of  restricting,  in 
some  respect,  the  benefit  of  its  provisions  within  what  would  have 
been  the  case  if  it  had  been  declared  to  apply  to  all  undertakings 
for  the  purpose  of  gain,  as  is  the  case  with  the  Act  of  1862. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

COMMENCEMENT  OF  THE  LIABILITY  OF  PARTNERS  FOR 
COMPANY  DEBTS  AND  OBLIGATIONS. 

As  the  liability  of  partners  for  company  debts  and  obligations 
depends  upon  their  being  its  sureties  for  such  debts  and  obligations 
as  it  has  contracted  as  a  quasi  person  through  the  instramentalitr 
of  one  or  more  of  them  as  its  agenta,  it  follows  that  such  liability 
only  commences  from  the  date  of  its  formation.  Prior  to  that 
event  there  was  no  qtuisi  person  to  contract,  no  agency  by  which 
it  could  be  bound,  and  no  sureties  on  whose  guarantee  the  pnblic 
could  rely.  Hence  results  the  legal  principle,  that  a  partner  is 
not  liable  for  any  obligations  of  his  copartners,  or  for  any  acts  they 
may  have  done,  or  any  representations  they  may  have  made,  before 
the  company  was  formed. 
Partners  liable         In  private  partnerships  it  often  happens  that,  before  the  partner- 

for  debte  con-       ...    ^  _  '^  ,  ,  ^     .  ,    f  ^  '  '^ 

tracted  since      ship  IS  formed,  those  who  afterwards  become  partners  agree  among 

only.  themselves  that  one    shall  contribute  goods  and  another  money 

when  the  concern  is  set  agoing.     If,  in  such  circumstances,  the  goods 

are  furnished  or  the  money  is  lent  by  third  parties,  they  have  no 

claim  against  the  partnership  when  it  is  formed,  but  are  limited  to 

their  recourse  against  the  ^^individual  partners  with   whom  thej 

had  transacted  (a). 

It  makes  no  difference  that  the  goods  furnished  or  the  money 

borrowed  were  applied  to  company  purposes.     The  public  creditor 

really  contracted,  not  with  the  company,  but  with  an  individaal; 

(a)  Smith  v.  Craven,  1  Cr.  and  J.  B.720;  Wilson  y.  Whitehead AOli.uA 

600 ;  Greenslade  v.  Dower,  7  B.  and  C.  W.  503 ;  Barton  v.  Hanson^  2  Taant.  49. 

636;  Dickinson  v.  Valpy,  10  B.  andC.  See    WhiU  v.  M^Intyre,  1841,  3  D. 

141, 3  RofisL.  G.  571 ;  Fishery,  Tayler,  834,  for  opinions  of  judges  adopting 

2  Hare  218 ;  Saville  v.  Robertson,  4  T.  the  English  authoritieB  quoted  above. 
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and  the  company  were  only  concerned  to  see  that  their  partner 
made  good  his  contribution,  get  it  how  he  might.  Nay,  even  if  he 
had  been  a  partner  at  the  time  when  he  entered  into  the  transaction, 
the  company  could  only  be  bound  where  the  contract  had  proceeded 
directly  or  by  implication  on  its  credit  (a). 

But  if  it  appear  that  the  transaction  out  of  which  the  obligation  Exceptions. 

,  ,  ,  Agency  before 

arose  was  entered  into  with  the  knowledge  and  approbation  of  formation. 
those  who  afterwards  became  partners,%o  that  they  led  the  creditor 
to  contract  on  the  faith  of  their  responsibility,  they  will  be  held 
liable  (J).  In  such  cases,  however,  the  partners  are  not  liable  in 
virtue  of  the  partnership  contract,  or  as  sureties  for  a  company 
debt,  but  in  respect  of  an  agency,  express  or  implied,  existing 
between  them  before  the  partnership  came  into  existence  (c). 

Partners  may  also  become  liable  for  the  debts  and  obligations  of  Kj**^?***^** 

•'  ^  after  forma- 

their  copartners,  though  entered  into  before  formation  of  the  firm,  *io°- 
if  after  that  event  such  obligations,  or  the  transactions  of  which 
they  are  the  consequences,  have  been  adopted,  ratified,  or  homolo- 
gated by  the  company.  Thus,  if  the  company  grant  a  bill  for  a 
debt  not  contracted  by  itself,  but  by  its  promoters,  the  partners  will 
be  bound  (d);  and  so,  a  person  who  became  partner  with  the  lessee 
of  a  house  after  the  commencement  of  the  lease,  and  jointly  agreed 
with  him  to  pay  additional  rent  for  additional  accommodation,  was 
found  liable  as  a  partner  for  the  whole  rent  (e). 

One  of  the  most  important  consequences  and  illustrations  of  the  Promoters, 
legal  principle  now  under  consideration,  will  be  found  in  the  well- 
established  rule  of  law,  that  the  promoters  of  joint-stock  companies, 
e,g.  railway  companies,  etc.,  have  no  power  to  bind  the  company  when 
it  comes  into  existence  by  its  special  act  or  otherwise,  for  such  debts 
or  obligations  as  they  may  have  contracted  while  it  was  yet  in  an 
inchoate  state,  and  they  were  endeavouring  to  effect  its  formation. 
See  many  examples  of  this  rule  in  the  chapter  on  Promoters. 

It  need  scarcely  be  observed  that  the  debts  or  obligations  of  a 

(a)  White  v.  M^Intyrey  supra ;  Jar-  (c)  See  per  Lord  Eldon  in  ex  parte 
dine  v.  Macfarlane,  1828,  6  S.  564 ;  Peek,  6  Ves.  602,  Coll.  362. 
Venables  v.  Wood,  1839,  1  D.  659.               (d)  Lloyd  v.  Ashhy,  2  Car.  and  Pa. 

(b)  Gouthwaite  v.    Duckworth,  12  138. 

East  421,  3  Ross  L.   C.   541.     See  (e)    Hohy    v.    Roebuck,    2    Marsh. 

White  V.  M'Intyre,  1841,  3  D.  334,      434. 
opinions  of  judges. 
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partner  joining  a  firm  already  formed,  can  never  affect  either  the 
firm  or  its  partners,  unless  guarantee  or  homologation  in  some  fonn 
or  otlier  can  be  established. 
Do  incoming  The  Very  important  question,  whether  a  person  joining  an 

come  liable  for  existing  firm  bccomes  liable  for  its  debts  and  obligations  already 
already  exist-  incurred,  is  attended  with  much  more  difficulty ;  and  it  cannot  be 
^^  said  that  our  tribunals  have  as  yet  authoritatively  recognised  any 

very  distinct  theory  or  set  (rf  legal  principles  of  invariable  applica- 
tion in  the  matter;  for  though  cases  in  which  the  question  was 
involved  have  occasionally  presented  themselves  for  decision,  they 
have  been  so  complicated  with  special  circumstances,  that  the  judg- 
ments pronounced  can  hardly  be  taken  as  exponents  of  abstract 
doctrine.     If,  in  order  to  elucidate  the  subject,  recourse  be  had  to 
the  law  of  England,  numerous  authorities  will  be  found  dealing 
with  the  question  both  in  its  pure  form  and  as  affected  by  circnin- 
stances ;  but  it  will  be  felt  that  the  practical  rules  there  enundated, 
though  extremely  equitable  in  themselves,  cannot  be  blindly  fol- 
lowed as  precedents  in  Scottish  practice,  as  they  are,  to  some  extent 
at  least,  based  on  a  theory  peculiar  to  that  system,  and  unknown 
in  the  law  of  Scotland.     It  is  probable,  indeed,  that  in  this  as  in 
many  other  instances,  a  careful  investigation  will  disclose  the  same 
equitable  principles  underlying  the  technical  peculiarities  of  both 
systems,  and  leading  by  different  theoretical  processes  of  reason- 
ing to  similar  results  in  practice.      Yet  it  is  necessary,  in  a 
question  of  such  importance  as  that  now  under  consideration,  to 
obtain,  as  far  as  possible,  clear  views  of  the  theoretical  principles 
recognised  in  both  systems,  before  determining  how  far  and  to  what 
effect  the  practical  rules  of  the  one  are  precedents  of  authority  in 
the  other.     We  shall  accordingly  proceed  with  the  investigation  of 
this  question  by  adverting,  at  the  outset,  to  such  equitable  con- 
siderations as  present  themselves  irrespective  of  technical  reasoning; 
we  shall  next  refer  to  the  theory  and  practice  of  English  law ;  and 
we  shall  then  endeavour  to  ascertain  what  the  decided  cases  p(unt 
to  as  the  Scottish  theory,  and  what  are  to  be  taken  as  its  practical 
consequences. 
Eauitabie  oon-         If  the  mere  fact  of  joining  a  firm  or  private  company  already  in 
operation  were  to  be  held  as  sufficient  to  involve  a  party  in  liability 
for  all  its  debts  and  obligations  previously  contracted,  it  might  be 
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argaed  with  great  force,  that  persons  would  often  be  rendered  liable 
for  obligations  about  whose  contraction  they  were  never  consulted, 
and  of  whose  very  existence  they  were  ignorant;  that  creditors  would 
be  furnished  with  a  security  for  which  they  had  never  bargained, 
and  which  they  could  not  possibly  have  had  in  view;  and  that  as  the 
entrance  of  new  partners  into  the  firm  does  not  injure,  so  there  is  no 
reason  why  it  should  benefit,  a  previous  creditor.    Yet,  plausible  and 
equitable  as  these  arguments  appear,  it  may  be  fairly  questioned 
whether  they  are  not  at  least  balanced  by  considerations  on  the 
other  side.    He  who  of  his  own  accord  enters  an  existing  partner- 
ship, without  ascertaining  its  liabilities,  or  without  obtaining  suffi- 
cient security  from  the  old  partners  against  them,  can  hardly  be 
acquitted  of  gross  negligence.    It  must  also  be  noted  that,  in  some 
cases,  the  entrance  of  a  new  partner  may  really  injure  the  position 
of  a  previous  creditor.     The  new  partner,  by  his  very  entrance, 
acquires  a  right  to  share  profits,  and  thereby  to  participate  in  the 
very  fund  intended  to  meet  the  obligations  of  the  firm.     His  contri- 
bution may  indeed  equalize  this ;  but  what  if  he  makes  no  pecuniary 
contribution,  or  one  that  is  inadequate  or  illusory  I    Furthermore,  it 
must  be  observed  that  a  creditor's  chance  of  payment  often  depends 
very  much  on  the  success  with  which  the  business  is  carried  on,  and 
this  again  obviously  depends  on  the  prudence  and  ability  of  those 
by  whom  it  is  conducted.    Yet  the  incoming  partner  becomes  an 
agent  for  the  firm  like  the  others ;  and  while  its  prosperity  may  be 
augmented  by  his  exertions,  its  want  of  success  or  total  ruin  may  be 
the  results  of  his  ignorance  or  recklessness.    Now,  as  the  creditor 
is  never  consulted  as  to  the  qualifications  of  the  new  partner,  upon 
whose  admission  so  much  may  come  to  depend,  it  seems  rather 
inequitable  that  a  stranger  should  be  allowed  to  enter  a  firm  on 
any  other  terms  than  those  of  adopting  its  existing  liabilities  in 
common  with  the  other  partners. 

In  this  conflict  of  equitable  considerations,  the  law  of  England  English  Uw. 
has  adopted  the  following  rule  as  a  general  principle  : — ^No  person 
who  is  admitted  as  a  partner  into  an  existing  firm,  becomes  by 
his  entry  liable  to  the  creditors  of  the  firm  for  anything  done 
before  he  became  a  partner.  In  the  words  of  Lord  Kenyon,  ^  it 
would  be  carrying  the  liabilities  of  partners  for  each  other's  acts 
to  a  most  unjust  extent,  if  we  suffered  a  new  partner  to  be  bound 
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in  this  manner  for  an  old  debt  incurred  by  other  persons'  (a). 
But  apart  from  equitable  considerations,  this  rule  is  also  said  to 
be  a  consequence  of  the  English  theory  of  partnership ;  for  as  in 
that  system  the  partners  are  not  considered  to  be  agents  for  the 
quasi  person  of  the  firm,  which  indeed  the  law  does  not  recognise, 
but  are  deemed  to  be  agents  mutually  for  each  other,  it  is  argned 
that  an  incoming  partner  is  not  bound  by  obligations  which  were 
contracted  by  the  other  partners  before  they  had  in  any  sense 
become  his  agents. 

By  referring,  however,  to  the  decisions  last  noted,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  rule  here  stated  merely  amounts  to  a  presumption  in 
law  that  the  incoming  partner  had  not  agreed  to  undertake  such 
obligations ;  and  that  this  presumption  may  readily  be  overcome  bj 
evidence  of  facts  and  circumstances  to  the  contrary.  Thus,  pay- 
ment of  old  debts,  accompanied  by  evident  knowledge  of  the  exist- 
ence of  such  debts,  and  benefit  derived  from  the  contracts  on  which 
they  are  founded,  have  been  held  sufiicient  to  warrant  the  concla- 
sion  that  the  incoming  partner  had  agreed  to  undertake  such  pre- 
vious obligations  (b). 

The  tendency  of  the  English  courts  is  undoubtedly  to  infer  this 
agreement  from  apparently  trivial  circumstances  (c).  But  a  dis- 
tinction is  made  between  an  agreement  to  share  liability  inter  soeiosj 
and  an  engagement  to  incur  liability  to  the  public  ;  and  it  is  held 
that  the  former  does  not  involve  the  latter.  For  it  is  argued,  that 
as  creditors  look  only  to  the  credit  of  those  who  are  partners  when 
the  debt  is  contracted,  a  private  arrangement,  whereby  an  incoming 
partner  undertakes  to  assist  the  others  in  their  difficulties,  cannot 
infer  liability  to  those  who  were  no  parties  to  the  arrangement  (d). 

Of  course  the  signing  of  the  company  firm  to  any  document 
acknowledging  the  debt  will  effectually  bind  the  incoming  partner, 
if  this  be  done  with  his  consent  or  authority  after  his  accession  to 


(a)  Per  Lord  Kenyon  in  Shirreff  v. 
Wilks,  1  East  48,  8  Ross  L.  C.  488. 
See  also  Catt  v.  Howard^  3  Stark.  5 ; 
Young  v.  Hunter^  4  Taunt.  582 ;  ex 
parte  Jackson^  1  Ves.  jun.  131,  Coll. 
862,  Lindley  817 ;  per  Parke,  J.,  in 
Vere  v.  Ashhy,  10  B.  and  C.  297. 

(6)  Ex  parte  Jackson^  1  Ves.  131 ; 
ex  parte  Peek,  6  Ves.  602 ;  HeUhy  v. 


Mears^  6  B.  and  C.  604  ;  «x  parit 
Whitmore,  3  Deac.  865 ;  Cookes 
Bank.  Law  584 ;  Lindley,  p.  317. 

(c)  Lindley817;  Coll.  362;  Cooke  a 
Bank.  Law  534  (8th  ed.). 

{d)  Vere  v.  Ashhy,  10  B.  and  C.  298. 
per  Parke,  J. ;  ex  parte  WUHams, 
Buck  13  ;  ex  parU  Freeman^  Buck 
471 ;  ex  parte  /Vy,  1  GL  and  J.  96. 
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the  concern ;  but  the  granting  of  such  document  for  an  old  debt 
without  his  knowledge  will  not  bind  the  incoming  partner,  but  will 
be  held  to  be  a  fraud  upon  him  by  his  copartners  (a). 

According  to  the  theory  of  Scottish  law,  the  partners  are  agents  Scottish  law. 
for  the  quasi  person  of  the  firm,  and  not  mutually  for  each  other ; 
and  the  liabilities  they  incur  are  not  for  the  obligations  of  each 
other,  but  for  those  of  the  firm,  in  consequence  of  their  being  its 
guarantees  or  sureties.  It  may  therefore  perhaps  be  argued,  that 
as  every  man  who  enters  a  firm  becomes  ipso  facto  guarantee  for  its 
obligations,  he  incurs  equal  liability  for  past  as  for  future  engage- 
ments. And  this  view  is  probably  taken  by  many  as  a  correct 
exponent  of  the  law  of  Scotland.  Yet,  when  examined  into,  its 
soundness  in  theory  appears  to  be  as  questionable  as  its  results,  if 
rigorously  carried  out,  would  appear  inequitable  in  practice ;  and  we 
are  not  aware  of  any  reported  case  in  which  it  has  been  formally 
enunciated,  or  of  which  it  has  formed  the  ratio  decidendi. 

There  is  no  authority  for  the  proposition,  that  the  quasi  person  what  appeara 
of  a  private  firm  or  company  is,  like  the  proper  person  of  a  corpora^  theory, 
tion,  possessed  of  endless  endurance ;  so  that  while  the  composing 
units  change,  the  company  itself  remains  a  continuous  legal  entity. 
It  would  rather  appear  that  every  change  of  membership  in  a 
private  firm  involves,  in  contemplation  of  law,  the  dissolution  of  an 
old,  and  the  simultaneous  creation  of  a  new,  company ;  and  that 
consequently  the  question,  whether  an  incoming  partner  is  to  be 
held  liable  for  debts  for  which  his  copartners  are  responsible  as 
members  of  the  old  firm,  depends  for  solution  on  the  previous  * 
question,  whether  the  new  firm  brought  into  existence  by  his  entry 
has,  by  implication  or  otherwise,  taken  over  the  obligations  of  the 
old.  This  view,  which  has  much  to  recommend  it  in  theory, 
appears  to  be  the  tnie  ratio  of  the  decided  cases,  to  which  we  shall 
presently  refer,  and  to  lead  to  much  the  same  practical  results  as 
the  English  rules  to  which  we  have  just  been  adverting. 

To  understand  this  doctrine  and  its  mode  of  operation,  it  is  best  case  of  an 
to  begin  with   the  case  of  an  individual,  who,  at  first  engaged  ^^rededby 
singly  in  the  prosecution  of  some  business  or  trade,  afterwards  *^"°- 
assumes  one  or  more  persons  as  partners,  thereby  constituting  a 

(a)  Skirreffy.  Wilks^  1  East  48.  Here     one  partner  with  the  view  of  binding 
a  bill  for  an  old  debt  was  accepted  by      an  incondng  partner. 


298  COMMENCEMENT  OF  LIABILITY  [Book  II. 

firm,  by  which  the  business  is  thenceforth  carried  on.     Here,  there 
are  cleai'ly  two   distinct  persons — the  individual  who  originally 
carried  on  the  business,  and  the  firm  by  which  it  was  afterwards 
continued.     Now,  whetlier,  and  to  what  extent,  those  joining  as 
partners  are  liable  as  such  for  debts  and  obligations  previouslj 
contracted   by  him  with  whom   they  have  subsequently  become 
partners,  obviously  depends  on  whether,  and  to  what  extent,  the 
firm  of  which  they  are  partners  has  incurred  this  liability.    This 
is  plainly  a  question  of  fact,  to  be  determined  by  the  general  com- 
plexion of  the  evidence.     Yet  there  are  some  presumptions  which 
seem  to  present  themselves  at  the  very  threshold  of  the  inquiry. 
PresumptioiiB.    In  the  first  place,  with  respect  to  such  debts  or  obligations  as  were 
previously  contracted  by  the  individual  trader,  not  in  the  line  of  his 
business,  but  as  a  private  person,  the  presumption  will  be  that  they 
were  not  taken  over  by  the  firm.     And  the  same  presumption  will 
hold  true  as  regards  liabilities  contracted  by  him  in  some  line  of 
trade  different  from  that  for  the  prosecution  of  which  the  com- 
pany was  afterwards  formed,  as  e.g.  where  a  man  carried  on  busi- 
ness both  as  a  merchant  and  as  a  farmer,  and  afterwards  assumed 
partners  in  the  former  concern  only.     This  follows  from  the  con- 
sideration, that  if  the  company  had  been  in  existence  when  such 
liabilities  were  contracted,  they  would  have  lain  beyond  its  pre- 
scribed sphere  of  operation.     To  overcome  this  presumption,  and 
establish  the  contrary  proposition,  it  would  be  necessary  to  prove, 
either  that  the  liabilities  in  question  had  been  specially  taken  over, 
-  or  else  that  the  firm  had  in  some  way  or  other  become  a  quan 
partner  with  the  primary  obligor  in  relation  to  these  liabilities.    As 
regards  again  such  debts  or  liabilities  as,  contracted  by  the  original 
trader  before  he  assumed  partners,  would  plainly  have  fallen  within 
the  sphere  of  the  company's  operations  if  it  had  then  been  in  exist- 
ence, the  presumption  will  be  that  they  were  taken  over  by  the 
company  at  the  date  of  its  formation,  and  the  onus  of  showing  the 
contrary  will  lie  on  the  company.     By  the  mere  fact  of  its  coming 
into  existence  in  the  supposed  circumstances,  the  company  received 
the  benefit  (whatever  that  might  be)  of  the  goodwill  and  of  the 
connection  already  formed  in  the  line  of  its  business,  so  that  the 
maxim  applies.  Qui  aentit  commodum  seniire  debet  et  onus.    This 
presumption  will  be  greatly  intensified,  if  the  partner  who  originally 
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carried  on  the  business  singly  has  made  other  valuable  contribu- 
tions; and  in  so  far  as  the  public  is  concerned,  it  may  become 
altogether  insurmountable,  if  it  can  be  shown  that  the  company 
took  over  the  assets  of  the  former  business.  In  determining  ques- 
tions of  this  kind,  the  partnership  articles,  or  other  instruments  of 
formation,  are  entitled  to  great  consideration ;  but  though  conclu- 
sive inter  sociosj  they  cannot  for  obvious  reasons  be  deemed  so  in  a 
question  with  public  creditors  who  had  no  share  in  their  formation, 
and  were  never  made  aware  of  their  provisions  (a). 

Now  if,  instead  of  a  company  succeeding  to  an  individual,  we  Caae  of  one 
take  the  case  of  a  new  firm  succeeding  to  an  old,  we  shall  in  like  ing  another, 
manner  have  two  distinct  persons;  the  only  difference  being,  that  in 
the  case  supposed  they  are  both  qvasi  persons.     And  this  appears  r 

to  take  place  in  contemplation  of  law,  not  only  where  there  has 
been  a  formal  dissolution  of  an  old  company,  and  an  equally  formal 
creation  of  a  new,  but  whenever  a  change  of  membership  has  taken 
place  either  by  the  addition  of  one  or  more  new  partners,  or  by  the 
resignation  of  one  or  more  old  partners  in  favour  of  new  (6).  In  this 
case^  therefore,  as  in  the  preceding,  the  question  whether,  and  to 
what  extent,  a  new  partner  is  responsible  for  liabilities  contracted 
before  he  became  a  partner,  will  be  solved  by  inquiring  how  far  the 
new  firm  has  become  liable  for  the  engagements  of  the  old, — in 
other  words,  how  far  the  quasi  person  of  the  former  represents  the 
quasi  person  of  the  latter.  This,  as  in  the  preceding  case,  is  a 
question  of  fact,  and  the  same  or  similar  presumptions  will  apply. 
Liabilities  contracted  by  the  old  firm  in  a  line  of  business  other  than 
that  pursued  by  the  new,  will  not  be  presumed  to  have  been  taken 
over ;  and  this  would  seem  to  apply  a  fortiori  to  liabilities  arising  out 
of  transactions  into  which  the  old  firm  could  not  have  entered 
without  the  consent  of  all  the  members  ;  for  even  if  the  new 
partner  had  been  a  member  of  the  old  firm,  his  consent  would  have 
been  necessary  to  validate  such  transactions.  But  as  regards  all 
liabilities  falling  within  the  same  line  of  business  with  that  pursued 
by  the  new  firm,  the  presumption  is  that  they  were  taken  over  at 
formation ;  and  this  presumption  will  be  greatly  strengthened,  and 
perhaps  rendered  insurmountable,  if  the  new  firm  has  acted  so 

(a)  See  MUar  v.  Thorbum,  1861,  (h)  See  Kerr  v.  M'KechnU,  1845,  7 

23  D.  359.  D.  494. 
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as  to  lead  the  public  to  believe  that  it  is  still  the  same  concern^  as, 
for  example,  where  it  prosecutes  the  same  line  of  business,  and 
avails  itself  of  the  established  connection  and  goodwill  of  its  pre- 
decessor, and  still  more  when  it  retains  the  name  of  the  old  firm. 
In  such  cases,  whatever  may  have  been  the  real  intention,  the  new 
firm  seems  barred  by  its  conduct  fronj  attempting  to  rebut  the  legal 
presumption.  Where  the  liabilities  of  the  old  firm  have  been  taken 
over  per  expressum,  as  by  a  clause  to  that  effect  in  the  contract  of 
formation,  it  is  of  no  consequence  whether  these  liabilities  were  or 
were  not  within  the  line  of  trade  prosecuted  by  the  new  firm ;  and 
this  rule  would  also  seem  to  hold  good  where  the  new  firm  has 
plainly  identified  itself  with  the  old,  as  e,g,  by  taking  over  the  assets, 
or  representing  itself  to  the  world  as  the  same  concern.  Whenever 
liability  can  thus  be  fixed  against  the  new  firm  for  all  or  some  of 
the  debts  and  obligations  of  the  old,  the  new  partners  ^ill  to  that 
extent  incur  liability  as  its  guarantees  or  sureties  (a). 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  must  be  observed,  that  the  mere  fact 
of  a  new  firm  coming  into  existence  simultaneously  with  the  dis- 
solution of  a  concern  previously  carrying  on  business,  does  not  per 
se  infer  that  the  one  has  taken  up  the  liabilities  of  the  other.  Xor 
does  the  circumstance  that  the  new  firm  prosecutes  the  same  line 
of  business  with  the  old  necessarily  affect  the  question,  since  every 
one  is  free  to  follow  what  line  of  lawful  trade  he  chooses;  and 
even  though  the  same  premises  are  made  use  of,  this  may  be  of 
no  consequence,  since  they  may  have  been  acquired  without  the 
knowledge,  and  even  contrary  to  the  desire,  of  their  former  occu- 
pants. Even  though  some  of  the  partners  of  the  new  firm  were 
also  partners  of  the  old,  this  may  go  a  very  small  way  to  infer 
representation ;  since  it  is  quite  possible,  and  is  indeed  a  matter 
of  daily  occurrence,  for  the  same  individual  to  be  a  member  of  two 
firms,  without  in  the  least  degree  rendering  the  one  firm  liable 
for  the  engagements  of  the  other.  Nay,  it  is  quite  possible  that 
the  new  company  may  have  the  same  business  connection  as  the 
old  without  inferring  representation  as  regards  liabilities,  for  the 

(rt)  See  Ridgway  v.  Brock,  1831, 10  v.  Rose,  1836,  15  S.  236 ;  Merctr  t. 

S.  105;  M'Keand  v.  Reid,  1860,  23  Peddie,  1832,10  8.405;  3/atr  T.Z)irfc- 

D.  846  :  Pearston  v.  Wilson  and  Mac-  son,  1860,  22  D.  1070 ;  Alexander  ▼. 

lean,  1856,  19  D.  197  ;  Buchanan  v.  Clark,  etc,  1862,  24  D.  823. 
SomerviOe,  1779,  M.  3402 ;  Maclean 
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goodwill  may  have  been  purchased.  In  short,  it  is  not  any  one  of 
these  circumstances  taken  singly,  nor  even  all  taken  together,  that 
will  necessarily  render  a  new  firm  liable  for  the  debts  of  an  old. 
To  bring  about  this  result,  one  of  two  things  must  be  made  out, — 
either  (1)  that  the  new  firm  has  de  facto  come  in  place  of  the  old, 
or  (2)  that  it  has  so  acted  as  to  lead  the  public  to  that  inference. 
It  need  hardly  be  observed,  that  the  creation  of  a  new  company 
has  no  effect  to  liberate  the  partners  of  the  old  concern  from  their 
personal  liability  for  its  debts  and  obligations.  Quoad  these  the 
old  company  still  subsists  until  their  extinction,  and  its  quondam 
partners  remain  liable  as  its  sureties  or  guarantees  (a). 

It  would  thus  appear  that,  practically,  the  same  circumstances  Similarity  of 
will  in  Scotland  as  in  England  infer  liability  against  an  incoming  iish  and  Scot- 
partner  for  debts  or  obligations  previously  contracted, — the  differ-  ^' 
ence  between  the  two  systems  being  only  in  the  theory  or  mode  of 
expression.  In  England,  his  liability  is  said  to  depend  on  his  having 
identified  himself  to  that  effect  with  his  copartners ;  in  Scotland, 
on  the  new  firm  of  which  he  is  a  member  having  identified  itself 
to  that  effect  with  the  old. 

It  must  be  observed,  however,  that  cases  may  occur  even  in  Caroe  where 
Scotland  of  an  incoming  partner  incurring  liability  for  debts  pre-  pftrtner  incurs 
viously  contracted,  which  are  not  to  be  explained  on  the  theory  spective  of  the 
we  have  just  been  considering.     In  such  cases  the  liability  may 
not  attach  to  a  new  firm,  and  would  arise  whether  a  new  firm   ' 
were  brought  into  existence  or  not.     It  is  a  consequence  of  some- 
thing having  been  done  by  the  incoming  partner  whereby  he  has 
directly  undertaken  responsibility  for  the  previous  obligations  of  his 
copartners,  or  has  incurred  this  responsibility  as  their  quasi  partner 
before  he  assumed  the  relation  of  actual  partnership.     Thus,  if  an 
incoming  partner  sign  bills,  bonds,  or  other  obligations  for  debts 
previously  contracted,  or  became  the  legal  representative  of  a  for- 
mer partner  who  had  incurred  such  liabilities,  he  will  render  himself 
responsible,  for  in  such  circumstances  he  would  be  equally  liable 
though  he  should  never  enter  the  firm.    The  same  result  will  follow 
if  it  be  a  rule  of  the  concern  that  every  one  joining  it  does  so  on 
condition  of  becoming  bound  for  its  previous  obligations,  or  if  such 

(a)  See  M^Keand  v.  Reid,  supra^  and  previous  cases ;  Macintosh  v.  Oibb,  etc.^ 
1828,  6  S.  992. 
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be  made  the  condition  in  the  case  of  the  particular  individual,  or  if 
a  new  partner  has  entered  the  firm  by  coming  exactly  in  place  of 
a  former  partner  who  has  resigned  in  his  favour  (a).    So  also  an 
incoming  partner  will  be  held  liable,  if  he  has  made  himself  a  quasi 
partner  with  the  old  firm,  by  sharing  its  profits,  by  holding  himself 
out  as  one  of  its  partners,  or  by  recognising  the  agency  of  the 
other  partners  to  bind  him.     In  such  cases  the  liability  for  old 
debts  will  be  equally  good  against  the  incoming  partner,  even  if 
we  suppose  that  a  new  firm  has  not  been  created,  or  that  it  has  not 
undertaken  the  obligations  of  the  old.      Hence,  if  a  number  of 
persons  were  to  join  an  old  firm,  and  thereby  form  an  entirely  new 
company,  one  of  their  number  might  render  himself  effectually 
liable  for  the  debts  of  the  former  concern  while  the  others  remained 
free. 
Obligations  Jt  must  be  observed,  however,  in  relation  to  this  matter,  that  an 

tnter  socios  do  '  '  ^  '      ^ 

not  necessarily  arrangement  iriter  socios  that  an  incoming^  partner  shall  contribute 

infer  liability  °      ^  ^      ,  *7   , 

to  the  public,  to  a  Certain  extent  towards  relieving  the  original  partners  of  existing 
obligations,  does  not  necessarily  infer  the  liabilities  of  a  partner  to 
the  public.  If  this  is  a  mere  private  arrangement  to  which  the 
public  creditor  was  no  party,  the  latter  could  only  render  it  avail- 
able by  assignation,  legal  or  conventional,  from  the  old  firm  in  bis 
favour,  and  only  to  the  stipulated  amount.  No  doubt  such  private 
arrangements,  taken  in  connection  with  other  circumstances,  will 
afford  a  strong  presumption  that  the  new  firm  has  de  fcteto  taken 
over  the  obligations  of  the  old,  or  that  the  incoming  partner  has 
quoad  these  obligations  become  a  partner  of  the  old  concem  (A) ; 
yet  they  are  not  conclusive. 

New  share-  In  the  case  of  a  proper  corporation,  incominjr  shareholders  incur 

holders  in  cor-  ...  .  7    .  •  .        . 

porations;  responsibility  for  its  existing  debts  and  obligations  according  to  the 
liability  attaching  to  the  shares,  or  to  the  interest  in  the  companj 
of  which  they  become  possessed,  as  provided  in  the  instrument  of 
incorporation.  The  reason  of  this  is,  that  the  corporation  is  a  con- 
tinuous entity,  and  retains  its  liabilities  as  well  as  its  rights  irre- 
spective of  its  fluctuating  membership;  and  the  liability  to  contribute 

(a)  See  Maclean  v.  Rose^  1836,  15  131,  Cooke's  Bank.  Law  534;  txfforte 

S.  236.  Peele,  6  Ves.  601 ;  ex  parU  Whitmm, 

(&)  See  the  English  cases,  ex  parte  3  Deac.  365 ;  Page  t.   Cox^  10  Hs. 

TVt7/tam«,  Buck  13 ;  ex  parte  Freeman^  163;  Lemere  v.  ElUot^  6  H.  and  N- 

ibid.  471 ;  ^a:  parte  Jackson,  1  Ves.  jun.  656. 
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attaches  to  the  shares,  by  whomsoever  they  may  be  held.  This 
holds  good  even  in  the  case  of  such  corporations  as  are  formed 
under  the  Letters  Patent  Acts  or  by  registration,  without  confer- 
ring on  their  members  the  privileges  of  limited  liability ;  for  not- 
withstanding of  this,  they  are  still  corporations. 

As  regards  common  law  companies,  which  wear  the  external  in  common 
appearance  of  corporations,  from  their  being  managed  by  directors 
and  having  a  capital  divided  into  shares  transferable  at  the  will  of 
their  owners,  the  question  whether  an  incoming  shareholder  incurs 
Uability  for  company  obligations  previously  contracted,  is  attended 
with  considerable  difficulty.  With  respect  to  such  liabilities  as 
may  have  been  incurred  by  the  promoters  before  the  partnership 
relation  was  formed  by  the  company  being  brought  into  existence, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  is  in  a  similar  position  with  cor- 
porations  and  ordinary  firms, — that  is  to  say,  the  future  members 
can  never  be  held  liable  when  the  company,  after  formation,  has 
not  adopted  the  obligations  of  its  promoters  (a).  But  the  question 
is  very  different  with  regard  to  the  liability  of  persons  joining  the 
company  subsequent  to  its  formation  for  obligations  which  it  has 
de  facto  incurred. 

According  to  the  law  of  England,  a  distinction  appears  to  have  English  law. 
been  taken  between  the  liability  of  shareholders  among  themselves, 
and  their  liability  as  to  creditors.  The  shareholders  have  been 
held  liable  for  all  past  obligations  in  a  question  with  each  other, 
the  naere  fact  of  their  purchasing  shares  being  taken  as  evidence 
of  their  agreement  to  incur  such  liability  ;  but  the  ordinary 
partnership  rules  have  been  held  to  apply  in  questions  with  the 

public  (6). 

It  is  very  questionable  whether  these  views  can  be  taken  as  in  Scottish  law. 
conformity  with  the  law  of  Scotland.  Associations  of  the  kind  now 
under  consideration  seem  in  contemplation  of  our  law  to  be  some- 
what more  than  mere  firms,  though  they  are  not  corporations,  and 
to  stand  as  it  were  midway  between  the  two.  They  cannot,  indeed, 
appear  judicially  by  a  descriptive  name  without  joinder  of  partners, 
but  the  quasi  persona  appears  to  be  much  more  developed  in  their  case 
than  in  that  of  private  firms ;  and  no  countenance  has  ever  been 

(a)  See  'Promotere,'  supra.  662  ;  Thomas  v.  Clark^  18  C.  B.  662. 

(b)  Cape's  Ezs.,  2  De  G.  M.  and  G.      See  Lindley  318. 
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given  to  the  notion,  that  the  resignation  of  one  member  dissolves  the 
concern,  or  that  an  increase  of  membership  creates  a  new  company. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  one  of  the  distinguishing  characteristics  of 
such  associations,  that  their  shares  may  be  bought  and  sold  like 
those  of  incorporated  companies.  It  would  therefore  seem  that 
the  quasi  persona  is  to  many  effects  possessed  of  continuous  exist- 
ence, however  much  the  membership  may  fluctuate,  and  is  capable 
of  incurring  and  sustaining  obligations  irrespective  altogether  of 
the  members  of  whom  for  the  time  being  it  may  be  composed. 
Now,  if  this  be  so,  it  seems  to  follow  that  all  incoming  shareholders 
become  de  facto  liable  for  its  existing  obligations  at  whatever  period 
they  may  have  been  incurred,  because  the  quasi  persona  is  the  real 
and  subsisting  debtor,  and  they  are  its  guarantees  or  sureties.  In- 
deed, it  may  be  said  that  all  persons  entering  such  associations  are 
bound  to  know  this,  just  as  they  are  bound  to  know  that  the  execu- 
tive management  of  such  companies  is  entrusted  to  directors,  and  not 
to  the  members  generally ;  so  that  the  mere  fact  of  their  entering 
the  concern  may  be  said  to  imply  their  consent  to  become  liable 
for  its  existing  obligations.  It  may  indeed  be  argued,  that  in  this 
view  partners  disposing  of  their  shares  ought  ipso  facto  to  be  re- 
leased from  their  liabilities  by  delegation  to  their  disponees ;  but 
though  this  may  in  old  times  have  been  law  in  Scotland,  the  fact 
that  it  is  not  so  now  does  not  affect  the  question,  since  a  man  may 
always  become  liable  for  an  obligation  in  which  there  are  previous 
obligants  without  releasing  any  of  their  number.  That  the  doc- 
trine here  stated  is  law  in  Scotland,  is  strongly  indicated  by  the  fact 
that  it  is  generally  so  understood,  and  seems  to  have  been  universally 
acted  upon  in  practice ;  indeed,  no  case  seems  ever  to  have  occurred 
in  which  a  defence  founded  on  the  English  rules  has  even  been  so 
much  as  stated  where  incoming  shareholders  have  been  sued  for 
company  obligations  (a). 
AmalgamatioD.         When  two  companies  amalgamate,  the  liabilities  of  each  for  the 

debts  and  obligations  previously  contracted  by  the  other  will  fall  to 
be  regulated  by  the  same  rules  as  would  apply  in  the  case  of  two 

(a)  See  Maclean  v.  Rose^  supra ;  1859,    21    D.    192  ;    Ligvidaton  of 

National  Exchange  Co.  v.  Drew  and  Western  Bank  v.  Douglas^  1860,  22 

Dick,  1860,  23  D.  1;  Wihon  v.  Bruce,  D.  447  ;    Dobbie  v.  Johnstone,  1859, 

1863,  16  D.  171 ;  Inglis  v.  Lumsden,  21  D.  624. 
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individuals  forming  a  pailnership.  This  appears  to  have  been 
decided  in  England  (a),  and  there  seems  no  reason  to  doubt  that  it 
would  be  held  law  in  this  country  (b).  In  like  manner,  when  the 
proper  person  of  a  corporation,  or  the  quasi  person  of  a  firm,  be- 
comes the  partner  of  another  company,  the  same  rules  seem  to 
apply. 

(a)  Lindley,  Supp.  75.  Bank,  1860,  22  D.  540 ;  Buchanan  v. 

(6)  See  Western  Bank  v.  Ayrstdre      Lennox,  1838,  16  S.  824. 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

CONTINUANCE  AND  EXTINCTION  OF  LIABILITY  OF  PARTNERS, 

ETC.,  FOR  COMPANY  OBLIGATIONS. 


Ambiguity  of 
expression. 


BcspODsifoility 
for  future  acts. 


Liability 
for  existing 
obligationa. 


The  expresssion,  liability  of  partners  for  company  obligations,  is 
ambiguous.  It  may  mean  one  of  two  things,  and  it  may  mean 
both.  It  may  mean,  first,  that  liability  which  attaches  to  eTcry 
partner  for  company  obligations  already  incurred ;  and  it  may  mean, 
secondly,  the  liability  which  he,  once  being  a  partner,  may  retain, 
to  be  made  responsible  for  obligations  to  be  incurred  by  the  com- 
pany hereafter.  In  other  words,  it  may  mean  responsibility  for  the 
past,  or  liability  to  be  made  responsible  for  the  future.  Again,  it 
is  sometimes  used  as  a  compendious  phrase  to  cover  both  meanings, 
as  in  such  phrases  as  ^  limited '  and  ^  unlimited  liability.' 

The  distinction,  however,  is  important ;  and  a  disregard  of  it  has 
often  been  productive  of  much  confusion  of  thought.  The  liability 
to  be  made  responsible  for  future  acts  begins  as  soon  as  the  partner- 
ship relation  is  constituted :  it  terminates,  as  regards  the  soeii,  by  the 
severance  of  the  partnership  relation,  unless  for  purposes  of  winding 
up ;  but  as  regards  the  public,  it  only  ceases  when  due  notification 
has  been  made  that  the  partnership  relation  is  brought  to  an  end 

On  the  other  hand,  the  liability  for  past  engagements  surviTCS 
the  severance  of  the  partnership  relation,  and  as  regards  the  public 
terminates  only  by  implement  or  satisfaction ;  while,  in  a  question 
with  the  aociiy  it  may  be  brought  to  an  end  by  arrangement,  even 
before  the  company  obligation  has  been  extinguished. 

These  observations  of  course  apply  only  to  partnerships  and 
unincorporated  companies.  In  the  case  of  bodies  incorporated  by 
charter,  special  act,  or  registration,  different  rules  apply,  which  will 
be  afterwards  considered. 

In  prosecuting  our  inquiries  into  this  branch  of  the  subject,  we 
shall,  in  accordance  with  the  distinction  above  explained,  consider 
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first  the  duration  and  termination  of  a  partner's  liability  for  company 
obligations  already  incurred,  and  then  proceed  to  consider  a  partner's 
liability  to  be  made  responsible  for  future  company  obligations. 

TERMINATION  OF  LIABILITY  OF  PARTNEBS  FOB  COMPANY 
OBLIGATIONS  ALBEADY  INCURBED. 

When  a  firm  or  company  unincorporate  has  once  incurred  an 
obligation  to  the  public,  each  of  the  partners  becomes,  as  we  have 
already  seen,  liable  to  the  utmost  extent  of  his  means  and  estate  for 
its  fulfilment ;  and  until  the  obligation  has  been  extinguished  or  dis- 
charged as  against  the  concern,  no  arrangement  to  which  the  creditor 
has  not  been  a  party  will  have  the  smallest  effect  to  abate  or  diminish 
this  liability.  Thus  a  person  may  retire  from  the  concern  with  the 
consent  of  all  the  other  partners,  and  he  may  duly  notify  this  fact 
to  the  public ;  he  may  put  into  the  hands  of  the  remaining  partners 
who  continue  the  business,  sufficient  means  to  pay  all  the  company 
debts,  and  he  may  take  them  bound  to  pay  within  a  specified  term ; 
he  may  also  take  a  full  discharge  from  them  of  all  his  liabilities  as 
a  partner ;  yet  none  of  these  acts,  nor  all  of  them  combined,  will 
in  the  least  degree  release  him  from  the  claims  of  a  creditor  who 
has  not  assented  to  or  homologated  the  arrangement  (a). 
From  this  it  f oUows  that  there  are  only  two  ways  in  which  a  tub  liability 

can  be  eztin- 

partner  can  get  rid  of  his  liability  for  obligations  once  incurred  by  guished  in  two 

^_  Wavs  only 

a  company  of  which  he  is  or  was  a  member.  The  first  of  these 
is  by  the  debt  being  extinguished  as  against  the  company ;  and  the 
second  is,  by  virtue  of  some  arrangement  to  which  the  company 
creditor  is  a  party. 

We  shall  consider  these  two  modes  moi'e  in  detail. 

1.  A  partner  is  released  when  the  obligation  is  extinguished  as  By  extinction 

.     ^  ,1      /.  of  company 

agamst  the  firm.  obligation. 

This  rule  may  be  said  to  be  of  universal  application;  for  it 
depends  on,  and  is  a  necessary  consequence  of,  the  well-known 
doctrine,  that  a  release  to  a  principal  is  a  release  to  his  sureties.  It 
admits,  however,  of  one  exception.  The  creditor  may  release  the 
company  on  condition  of  receiving  the  partner  as  sole  debtor,  by 

(a)  MUtiken  v.  Love,  1803,  Hmne      758 ;  WaUcer  v.  Davidson,  1821,  1  S. 
754;  MathUon  v.  Fraser,  1820,  Hume      21. 
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By  arrange- 
ment with  the 
creditor. 


delegation  (a).  Thus,  if  a  company  be  at  once  debtor  to  one  of 
the  public,  and  creditor  of  one  of  its  own  partners  in  the  same  or  a 
larger  amount,  then  if  the  company  creditor  agree  to  accept  of  the 
partner  as  his  debtor  in  lieu  of  the  company,  the  company  will  be 
completely  discharged,  but  the  partner  will  remain  bound ;  nor  will 
the  latter  have  any  claim  of  relief  against  the  company,  for  his 
claim  is  barred  by  compensation.  With  this  single  exception,  there 
does  not  appear  to  be  any  case  in  which  a  partner  can  remain 
bound  after  the  company  has  been  discharged. 

2.  A  partner  may  be  relieved  of  liability  for  a  company  obliga- 
tion, in  consequence  of  an  arrangement  to  which  the  creditor  has 
been  a  party. 

A  very  common  example  of  this  kind  of  release  is  a£forded  by 
cases  in  which  the  creditor  agrees  to  accept  of  a  new  company  in 
place  of  the  old  firm,  as  his  debtor  (b).  In  such  cases,  the  only 
difference  between  the  new  and  the  old  company  is  often  the  retire- 
ment of  one  partner  and  the  substitution  of  another.  So  that  it 
may  be  sometimes  more  correct  to  say,  that  the  old  qua^  person  of 
the  firm  remains,  but  that  one  of  its  former  members  has  been  re- 
leased. A  release  obtained  in  this  way  does  not  require  to  be  a 
formal  document,  or  even  to  be  reduced  to  writing  at  all ;  but  inas- 
much as  the  law  never  presumes  in  favour  of  such  arrangements 
in  prejudice  of  the  public  creditor,  the  evidence  of  the  creditor's 
assent  to  the  release  of  one  of  his  guarantees  for  the  company  debt 
must  be  clear  and  unmistakeable  (c). 


TERMINATION  OF  A  PARTNER'S  LIABILITY  TO  BE  MADE  RESPON- 
SIBLE FOR  THE  FUTURE  ACTS  OF  THE  COMPANY. 

In  80  far  as  the  socii  are  concerned,  a  partner  may  at  any  time 
get  rid  of  his  liability  to  be  made  responsible  for  the  future  acts  of 


(a)  Davidson  v.  Rankin^  1733,  M. 
7061.    See  p.  271  et  seq. 

(h)  Buchanan  v.  Somerville,  1779, 
M.  3402.  See  also  Pearston  v.  Wilson, 
1856,  19  D.  197 ;  and  the  English 
cases,  Hart  v.  Alexander^  7  C.  and  P. 
746,  and  2  M.  and  W.  484. 

(c)  Ramsay^s  Execrs.  v.    Graham^ 


1814,  17  F.  0.  619 ;  Muir  v.  IHcksf^n, 
1860,  22  D.  1070 ;  Lodge  v.  Dieas,  8 
B.  and  A.  611 ;  DatAd  v.  EUict,  5  B. 
and  C.  196  ;  Thompson  v.  Ptrciccl  5 
B.  and  Ad.  926 ;  Thomas  ▼.  ShiihlfiKr. 
1  M.  and  W,  124 ;  Kirwan,  2  Ct.  and 
M.  617;  Gough  v.  Davies,  4  Price  200; 
Blew  V.  Wyatt,  6  Car.  and  Pa.  S97. 
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the  companjy  or  of  them  as  its  agents,  either  by  dissolution  of  the 
company,  or  by  withdrawing  from  the  concern  without  dissolution, 
when  either  of  these  events  has  validly  taken  place.  But  in  a 
qnestion  with  the  public  the  matter  is  very  different.  As  the  public 
has  been  led  to  regard  the  concern  as  guaranteed  by  the  credit  of 
each  of  the  partners,  the  retirement  of  any  of  their  number  will  not 
be  held  to  relieve  him  from  liability  for  the  subsequent  acts  of  the 
remaining  partners  who  still  carry  on  the  concern ;  nor  will  its  entu^ 
dissolution  have  this  effect  if  some  of  the  former  partners  still 
appear  to  prosecute  the  business  as  before.  To  effect  this,  the 
public  must  in  some  legal  manner  be  certiorated  that  the  retiring 
partner  no  longer  guarantees  the  company  as  formerly ;  or,  in  the 
language  of  the  English  law,  has  withdrawn  the  agency  which  he 
had  previously  conferred  on  the  other  partners  to  bind  him  within 
the  sphere  of  the  company's  action. 

Hence  results  the  general  rule,  that  to  destroy  liability  for  future  General  roiA. 
acts,  notice  is  indispensable  (a). 

In  an  old  case,  a  decision  apparently  adverse  to  this  was  given ; 
but  the  law  has  long  been  fixed  as  here  stated  {b).  In  England  it 
has  been  held  that  the  liability  of  a  partner  retiring  without  notice 
extends  even  to  the  case  of  torts,  committed  by  his  former  copart- 
ners subsequent  to  his  withdrawal  (c). 

The  right  to  give  this  notice  is  inherent  in  every  member  of  a 

copartneiy,  who  is  entitled  to  retire  or  dissolve  the  concern ;  and 

in  England,  a  court  of  equity  has  compelled  a  refractory  partner  to 

consent  to  such  notice  being  given  (d). 

In  determining  what  shall  be  sufficient  notice,  a  distinction  must 

be  taken  between  persons  who  have  already  had  dealings  with  the 

company,  and  strangers. 

As  regards  customers,  it  was  observed  by  Lord  Ellenborough,  Oiistomer» 

that  the  usual  and  proper  course  was  to  send  circular  letters  to  all 

with  whom  the  firm  has  had  dealings  (e).    And  when  this  has  been 

(a)  Dtdgleish  v.  Sarley^  1791,  Hume  (5)  Armour  v.    Gibson,   1774,   M. 

746,  Bell's  Ca.  487,  M.  14595 ;  Boulton  14575,  Hailea  600. 

V.  Mansfield,  1786,  1  Bell's  Illus.  259,  (c)  Stables  Y.Eley,  1  Car.  and  Pa.  614. 

aff.  3  Paton  70 ;  Campbell  v.  APLin-  (d)  Troughton  v.  Hunter,  18  Be.  470. 

W,  1803,  Hume  755  ;//«/i^6rv.-Bvo7W,  (e)   Jenkins   v.    Blizard,  1  Stark. 

1«30, 9  S.  159 ;  Graham  v.  Henderson,  418.    See  Padon  v.  Bank  of  Scotland, 

i>02,  4  Pat.  Ap.  421.  1826,  5  S.  160. 


310 


TERMINATION  OF  RESPONSIBILITY 


[Book  II. 


Alteration  of 
clieques. 

Gazette 
notices. 


done,  the  onus  of  showing  that  the  letter  has  miscarried  will  lie  on 
the  creditor  to  whom  it  had  been  addressed  and  posted  (a).  An 
Change  of  firm,  obvious  change  of  firm  is  commonly  said  to  be  sufficient  notice,  on 
the  ground  that  it  puts  the  creditor  on  his  guard  to  make  proper 
inquiries  {b) ;  but  the  author  has  not  been  able  to  find  any  case  in 
which  this  was  by  itself  held  to  be  sufficient  in  a  question  with 
customers  (c).  An  alteration  of  the  cheques  or  notes  of  a  banking 
company  has  been  thought  good  notice  to  those  who  have  drawn 
cheques  addressed  to  the  new  firm  {d).  Gazette  notices  alone,  or 
accompanied  by  advertisements  in  other  newspapers,  are  not  suffi- 
cient in  a  question  with  former  customers,  unless  it  can  be  shown 
that  they  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  creditor  (e).  But,  in  truth, 
the  question  of  sufficient  notice  to  customers  is  one  of  fact,  to  be 
determined  by  a  jury  or  its  equivalents.  No  particular  form  is 
necessary,  provided  notice  have  been  de  facto  received  (/) ;  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  neither  advertisement  in  the  Gazette  and  the  public 
journals,  nor  circular  notices,  will  avail,  if  the  creditor  can  show 
that  he  did  not  see  the  advertisement  nor  receive  the  notice  (g). 

As  regards  strangers,  ue.  such  as  have  not  formerly  dealt  with  the 
firm,  the  proper  form  of  notice  is  by  advertisement  both  in  the  Gazette 
and  in  the  local  newspapers.  This,  in  a  question  with  strangers,  will 
be  held  sufficient,  unless  the  retiring  partner  has  done  something  to 
counteract  its  effect,  as,  e.g.y  leaving  the  name  of  the  old  firm  over 
the  door  of  the  premises  in  which  the  business  is  still  carried  on  (/<)• 
It  has  been  said  that  the  Gazette  notice  alone  is  sufficient  (t) ;  bat 
this  cannot  be  relied  on  (k).    Publication  in  any  number  of  news- 


strangers. 


Gazette 
notices. 
Advertise- 
ment. 


(a)  See  last  cases. 

(b)  Sh.  Bell's  Com.  226. 

(c)  See  Dunbar  v.  RemmingtOHy 
March  10,  1810,  16  F.  C.  620 ;  Mac- 
iver  V,  Humble,  16  East  169  ;  Gorham 
v.  Thompson,  1  Peake  N.  P.  42. 

(rf)  Barfoot  v.  Goodal,  3  Camp.  147. 

(c)  Graham  v.  Hope,  Peake  164, 
and  3  Ross  L.  C.  633.  See  also  Kemp 
V.  Allan,  1824,  3  S.  104 ;  Wright  v. 
Gardners  TrusL,  1831,  9  S.  721. 

(/)  Bertram  v.  M'Intosh,  1822, 1  S. 
290. 

{(j)  See,  in  addition  to  the  cases  noted 
SHpra,  Sawers  v.  Tradestown  Vict,  So., 


1815, 18  F.  C.  233 ;  Williams  t.  KtaL*,  ^ 
Stark.  290;  1  Bell's  lUus.  261;  Uart^- 
Alexander,  2  M.  and  W.  484 ;  Th*mfi'^ 
V.  Speirs,  1822,  20  F.  C.  655, 2  S.;5.>4. 
(h)  Williams  v.  Keats,  2  Stark.  2*A' 
(0  Lindley  336.  M'MiUan  v. 
WaUcer,  1814,  Hume  756. 

(fc)  Sawers  v.  Tradest,  Vict.  Sl, 
supra ;  Williams  v.  Keats,  ««/w^- 
But  see  Godfrey  r.  TumbuU,  1  F^. 
371,  and  3  Ross  L.  C.  632 ;  NersLm 
V.  Coles,  2  Camp.  617,  1  Bell's  Dlua. 
261 ;  Graham  r.  Hope,  1  Peake  N.  F 
164:  Douglas  WUsoh  t.  M'Caullf^ 
1814,  18  F.  C.  127. 
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papers  will  not  of  itself  be  sufficient  without  the  Gazette  notice  (a) ; 
nor  will  evidence  that  the  newspaper  in  which  the  notice  was 
inserted,  circulated  in  the  locality  where  the  stranger  creditor 
resided,  avail  (6).  But  if  it  be  proved  that  the  party  took  in  the 
newspaper,  it  is  good  evidence  for  the  jury,  though  it  is  not  to  be 
taken  as  conclusive  (c).  Of  course,  if  it  be  proved  that  the  creditor 
saw  the  advertisement,  that  will  obviate  all  further  inquiry  (d). 

As  to  the  admissibility  of  evidence  of  notice,  it  may  be  remarked,  Admission 
that  if  the  dissolution  is  by  agreement,  the  agreement  cannot  be  attS^i!^^ 
put  in  without  being  stamped;  and  the  advertisement  of  such 
agreement  is  in  the  same  position.     But  the  Gazette  notice,  or  other 
advertisement  of  an  actual  dissolution,  being  a  mere  recital  of  fact, 
may  be  laid  before  the  jury  without  any  stamp  (e). 

The  general  rule,  as  we  have  seen,  is,  that  the  withdrawal  of  a  General  rule, 
partner  from  the  concern,  or  the  dissolution  of  the  copartnery,  must 
be  notified  in  order  to  save  from  future  liability  for  subsequent 
acts.  Some  exceptional  cases,  however,  exist.  These  are  three  in 
number:  1.  Dissolution  by  death;  2.  Dissolution  by  bankruptcy ; 
3.  Retirement  of  a  dormant  partner. 

1.  Dissolution  by  Death. 

It  is  settled  law,  that  dissolution  of  a  partnership  by  death  ?*^J^^^*^^ 
requires  no  notice,  either  to  the  customers  of  the  company  or  to 
the  world,  in  order  to  stop  the  responsibility  of  the  deceased  partner's 
representatives  for  debts  arising  under  a  continuance  of  the  firm  (/). 

It  is  not  very  easy  to  see  the  reason  of  this  exception.     It  has  Beason  of  Has 
sometimes  been  defended  on  the  technical  ground,  that  the  authority 
of  a  mandatory  falls  by  the  death  of  the  mandant  (a  doctrine  of 
English  as  well  as  of  Scotch  law) ;  so  that  as  a  partner  is  only 

(a)  Leeson  v.  Holt,  1  Stark,  186.-  1  Stark.  489.    See  also   WTieldon  v. 

(6)  Norwich  and  Lowestoft  Co.  v.  Matthews,  2  Cbitty  399. 

Theobald,  M.  and  M.  153.  (/)  Fu/Zwimy  v.  NohU,  3  Merivale 

(c)  Rooih  V.  Quin,  7  Price  193  ;  614,  and  •  1  Bell's  lUua.  256 ;  Johnes's 
Jenkins  v.  Blizard,  1  Stark.  418  ;  case,  1  Merivale  619 ;  Kemp  v.  AUan, 
Howley  ▼.  Home,  3  Bing.  2.  See  also  1824,  3  S.  104 ;  Christie  v.  Royal 
Speirs  T.  Royal  Bank,  1822,  1  S.  478.  Bank,  1839,  1  D.  745,  2  Rob.  118 ; 

(d)  Booth  V.  Qiiin,  7  Price  193.  Aytoun  v.  Dundee  Bank,  1844,  6  D. 
(c)  Sh.  Bell's  Com.  227 ;   May  v.      1409,      See  Paterson  v.  Pollock,  16 

Smith,  1  Esp.  283 ;  Jenkins  v.  Blizard,      F.  C. 
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Death  has  oo 

retro-active 

effect 


guarantee  for  the  company  within  the  sphere  of  the  mandate  he 
had  given  the  other  partners  to  bind  it,  his  death,  recalling  such 
mandate,  liberates  his  representatives  from  all  liability  for  obliga- 
tions subsequently  contracted  by  the  firm  (a).  But  it  is  evident 
that  the  question  is  not  whether  the  agency  has  de  facto  been 
recalled,  but  whether  the  public  have  received  notice  thereof. 

It  is^  perhaps  more  correct  to  say,  that  death  is  a  public  fact,  which 
soon  makes  itself  generally  known ;  and  that,  were  the  common 
rule  requiring  notice  to  be  enforced,  the  representatives  of  deceased 
persons  would  be  continually  exposed  to  fraud  and  injustice. 

In  the  Homan  law,  liability  did  not  cease  until  the  other  partners 
had  notice  of  the  death,  the  mandate  not  being  held  to  fall  imtil 
after  such  intimation  (b).  This  also  appears  to  have  been  the 
doctrine  of  the  old  French  law,  as  laid  down  by  Pothier  (c). 

It  might  be  thought  that,  from  principles  of  equity,  this  role  of 
the  civil  law  would  be  held  to  apply  both  here  and  in  England, 
if,  in  ignorance  of  a  partner^s  death,  the  copartners  were  to  incur 
debts  subsequent  to  that  event,  particularly  if  the  question  were  to 
arise  between  the  surviving  partners  and  the  representatives  of  the 
deceased.    The  law  would,  however,  seem  to  be  otherwise  (d). 

It  may  be  here  observed,  that  the  death  of  a  partner  has  no  retro- 
active effect,  so  as  to  free  the  surviving  partners  from  liability  for 
orders  given  by  the  deceased  partner  during  his  life,  though  they  were 
not  implemented  till  after  his  death.  Death  indeed  terminates  agencj, 
but  does  not  neutralize  the  consequences  of  its  former  exercise  (e). 


2.  Dissolution  by  Bankruptcy. 


BaDkrnptcy. 


When  a  company  becomes  bankrupt,  it  is  dissolved  as  to  the 
power  of  carrying  on  business ;  and  the  agency  of  each  partner  to 
bind  the  firm  terminates.  The  same  rule  applies  on  the  bankruptcj 
of  one  of  the  partners,  which,  though  it  may  not  dissolve  the  firm, 
terminates  the  agency  of  the  bankrupt  partner  (/). 

Blakeley^s  Executors^  3  M.  and  G.  726; 

Hamer*8  Devisees^  2  De  G.  M.  and  6. 366. 

(c)  Usher  v.  Dauncey^  4  Camp.  97, 


(a)  Lindley  325. 

(6)  Dig.  Ub.  xvii.  tit.  2, 1.  65,  s.  10. 

(c)  Pothier,  Pand.  lib.  xvii.  tit.  2,  n. 
58;  Pothier,  de  Societe,  No.  156. 

(d)  Alton  v.  Cheap,  1769,  M.  14573, 
2  Pat.  App.  283.  See  the  English  cases, 


1  Robs  L.  C.  165;  Cheap  v.  AitoHy  1772, 
M.  14573,  Rev.  2  Pat.  Ap.  288. 
(/)  See  chap,  on  Diasolutioii. 
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As  a  consequence  of  this,  it  has  been  held  in  England  (where  English  law. 
bankraptcj  is  deemed  a  public  act),  that  when  a  firm  becomes 
bankrupt,  no  notice  is  required  to  free  the  assignees  from  liability 
to  the  public,  or  to  customers  for  subsequent  acts  done  by  the 
former  partners  (a).  And  so  far  has  this  been  carried,  that  even 
where  debtors  of  the  firm  have,  in  ignorance  of  its  bankruptcy, 
made  payment  to  the  partners  of  debts  formerly  contracted,  they 
have  been  held  liable  in  repetition  to  the  assignees  (b).  When  a 
single  partner  becomes  bankrupt,  the  English  rule  is,  that  the 
partnership  is  dissolved.  Ajid  this  rule  holds  good  whether  the 
partner  was  made  bankrupt  for  a  private  or  for  a  company  debt. 
The  case  would  seem  to  be  different  in  companies  with  transferable 
shares  and  managing  officials  (c).  When  in  a  private  partnership  a 
partner  becomes  bankrupt,  it  is  held  accordingly  that  the  authority 
of  all  the  partners  to  bind  each  other  terminates,  and  that  without 
anj  notice  to  the  public  or  to  customers.  The  assignees  of  the 
bankrupt  partner  are  not  therefore  bound  by  the  subsequent  acts 
of  the  solvent  partners ;  nor  are  these  last  liable  for  the  acts  of  the 
bankrapt  partner  (d).  But  though  this  appears  to  be  the  general 
rule,  it  should  seem  that  it  is  not  always  strictly  enforced  in  cases 
of  bona  fide  creditors  who  have  dealt  with  the  solvent  partners  in 
entire  ignorance  of  the  bankruptcy  of  another  partner  (e),  and  there 
is  no  reason  to  suspect  fraud  (/).  It  must  be  confessed,  however, 
that  upon  this  branch  of  the  subject  the  law  of  England  seems  far 
from  being  in  a  very  satisfactory  state,  and  cannot  therefore  be 
expected  to  throw  much  light  on  the  nature  of  the  principles  by 
which  it  should  be  regulated. 

In  the  law  of  Scotland  we  are  left  very  much  to  be  guided  by  Scottish  law. 
theory,  as  no  reported  cases  raising  the  questions  now  under  con- 
sideration are,  so  far  as  the  author  is  aware,  to  be  found.     It  is 
undoubtedly  true  that  a  partnership  is  effectually  dissolved  by  the 

(a)  Lindley  945 ;  AiicUson^  8  Drew.  363 ;    Hague   v.    RoUeston,    4    Burr. 

637.  2174;    Thomason  v.  FrerCy   10  East 

(h)  Turquajid  v.    Vanderplank,  10  418. 

M.  and  W.  180.  (e)  Ex  parte  Robinson,  3  D.  and  Ch. 

(c)  Lindley  188.  876. 

{(!)  Harvey  v.  Crickett,  5  M.  and  S.  (/)  Dickson  v.  Cass,  1  B.  and  Ad. 

3U;   Fox  V.  Hanbury,  Cowp.  445;  343;  Lacy  v.  Woolcott,  2  D.  and  R. 

Edwards  v.  Hooper,  11  M.  and  W.  458. 


314 


TERMINATION  OF  RESPONSIBILITY.         [Book  II. 


Seauestration 
of  nrm. 


Notour  bauk- 
ruptcy  of  firm. 


Bankruptcy 
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ruptcy of 
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mercaDtilc  sequestration ;  and  as  this  is  made  public  by  advertise- 
ment in  the  Gazette  and  other  newspapers,  it  does  not  seem  that 
any  special  notice  is  required  to  save  a  partner,  or  those  in  his  right, 
from  liability  for  the  acts  of  such  of  the  other  partners  as  may  still 
attempt  to  carry  on  the  concern  (a). 

A  more  difficult  question  presents  itself,  when  it  is  asked 
whether  the  bankruptcy  of  a  firm  under  the  Act  1696,  c.  5, 
commonly  called  notour  bankruptcy^  is  sufficient  to  save  from 
liability  for  the  future  acts  of  the  partners  without  notice.  Here 
there  is  not  necessarily  such  publication  as  in  the  case  of  seques- 
tration. 

As  regards  the  bankruptcy  of  an  individual  partner,  it  must 
be  observed  that  the  law  of  Scotland  differs  from  that  of  England, 
in  so  far  as  a  company  may  remain  solvent  though  some  of  its 
members  become  bankrupt;  for  it  is  only  when  a  partner  is 
rendered  bankrupt  for  a  company  debt,  that  the  company  becomes 
bankrupt  (6). 

When  a  partner  is  sequestrated  for  a  private  and  not  for  a 
company  debt,  his  agency  to  bind  the  firm  of  coarse  ceases ;  and 
as  his  sequesti*ation  is  a  public  act,  it  would  seem  that  the  solvent 
partners  will  no  longer  be  bound  by  his  acts  and  deeds  as  in 
relation  to  the  firm,  though  no  notice  have  been  given  to  the  cus- 
tomers. And  by  parity  of  reasoning,  it  should  seem  to  follow 
that  his  trustee  will  not  be  bound  by  the  subsequent  acts  of  the 
remaining  partners. 

Whether  the  notour  bankruptcy  of  a  partner  under  the  Act 
1G96,  c.  5,  for  a  private  debt  has  the  same  effect,  is  a  much  more 
difficult  question. 


Retirement 
of  dormant 
partners. 


3.  Retiremetit  of  Dormant  Partners, 

When  a  latent  partner  retires,  it  is  difficult  to  see  why  he 
should  be  required  to  give  notice  to  the  public  in  order  to  protect 
himself  from  liability  for  future  obligations  of  the  firm ;  for  the 
public  cannot  be  relying  on  his  guarantee,  seeing  they  are  unaware 
of  his  ever  having  had  any  connection  with  the  concern.  It  has 
accordingly  been  held  in  many  English  cases,  that  notice  to  the 
(«)  Sh.  BeU's  Com.  228.  (6)  19  and  20  Vict.  c.  79,  a.  ?• 
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public  or  castomers  is  not  in  a  case  of  this  kind  necessary  (a). 
The  same  rule  is  also  adopted  in  American  law  (b). 

In  Scotland  the  rule  is  said  to  be  different;  and  the  case  of  S^^f.K*'**^, 

English  rule 

Kay  V.  Pollock  (otherwise  Hay  v,  Mair)y  decided  in  1809  (c),  not  different 
seemingly  overruling  the  previous  case  of  Armour  v.  Gibson  (d), 
is  generally  referred  to  in  support  of  this  view.  It  is  probable, 
however,  that  here,  as  in  many  other  instances,  the  difference 
between  the  two  legal  systems  is  more  apparent  than  real.  A 
man  may  be  a  dormant  and  not  a  secret  partner, — ^that  is  to 
say,  his  name  may  not  appear  in  the  firm,  or  in  the  general  busi- 
ness of  the  company, — and  yet  his  existence  as  a  partner  may 
have  become  known  by  facts  and  circumstances.  Now  it  is  only 
where  the  partnership  has  been  strictly  secret,  that  the  English 
rule  is  understood  to  apply  («).  Accordingly,  where  the  existence 
of  a  dormant  partner  is  known  to  a  particular  creditor,  he  will 
be  liable  to  that  creditor,  unless  due  notice  has  been  given  of  his 
retirement  (/). 

CASES  OP  CONTINUING  LIABILITY  TO  BE  MADE  RESPONSIBLE  FOR 
COMPANY  OBLIGATIONS  CONTRACTED  SUBSEQUENTLY  TO  DIS- 
SOLUTION OB  RETIREMENT  WITH  NOTICE. 

We  have  seen  that  dissolution  or  retirement,  with  due  notice,  LiabUity 
has  the  effect  of  relieving  partners  from  liability  for  the  subsequent  subeequent  to 

«...  11*  •       •  dissolution. 

acts  of  their  former  copartners,  and  that  m  some  cases  notice  is  not 
even  necessary  for  this  purpose.  Instances,  however,  do  occur  in 
which  dissolution  or  retirement  with  due  notice  does  not  relieve 
from  this  liability.  These  may  be  classed  under  the  two  following 
heads: — 1.  When  the  agency  to  bind  the  firm,  as  regards  the 
partners  or  any  of  them,  together  with  their  implied  guarantee,  has 
not  been  entirely  withdrawn.     2.  When,  though  complete  with- 

• 

(a)  Evans  v.  Drummond,  4  Esp.  89,  {d)  1774,  M.  14576. 

3  Roea  L.  C.  638 ;  Brook  v.  Enderhy,  (e)  See  Addison  on  GontraciB,  p.  668 ; 

2  Brod.  and  Bing.  71 ;  per  Patteaon,  ^  Farrar  v.  Definney  1  Car.  and  K.  580 ; 

J.,  in  Heath  v.  Sansom,  4  B.  and  Ad.  Powles  v.  Page^  3  C.  B.  16 ;  Smith's 

177 ;  Carter  v.  Whalleyy  1  Bam.  and  Merc.  Law  50. 

Ad.  11,  3  RoflB  L.  C.  635.  (/)  Evans  v.  Drummond^  4  Esp.  89 ; 

(b)  Story  on  Part.  169.  Farrar  v.  Dejlinne,  supra, 
(r)  Jan.  27,  1809, 15  F.  C.  102. 
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How  limited. 


drawal  with  due  notice  has  taken  place,  a  partner  has  done  some- 
thing to  lead  the  public  to  believe  otherwise. 

1.  When  the  agency  to  bind  the  firm  as  regards  the  partners 
or  any  of  them,  together  with  their  implied  and  correspondmg 
guarantee,  has  not  been  entirely  withdrawn. 

A  very  ordinary  example  of  this  presents  itself  in  the  case  of  a 
firm  which,  notwithstanding  its  formal  dissolution,  continues  to  exist 
for  the  purpose  of  winding  up.  Here  the  partnership,  and  with  it 
the  agency  of  the  former  partners,  at  once  terminates  as  to  the  power 
of  contracting  future  debts  or  obligations ;  but  it  still  continues  for 
the  purpose  of  recovering  debts,  fulfilling  engagements,  and  calling 
on  the  former  partners  to  contribute  (a).  Indeed,  unless  this  were 
the  case,  as  was  observed  in  Butchart  v.  Dresser  (6),  it  would  often 
be  necessary,  at  the  instant  of  dissolution,  to  apply  to  the  Court  for 
a  receiver  (judicial  factor),  even  although  the  partners  did  not 
differ  on  any  item  of  the  partnership  accounts.  And  the  same  has 
been  laid  down  in  the  law  of  Scotland  (c). 

In  accordance  with  this  rule,  a  retiring  partner  is  liable  for  the 
costs  of  an  unsuccessful  action  brought  by  the  remaining  partners 
for  a  company  debt  (d).  And  after  dissolution,  a  former  partner 
has  implied  authority  to  bind  the  firm  in  so  far  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  settle  existing  claims,  and  to  complete  transactions  begun, 
but  not  completed  prior  to  dissolution  (aj).  Some  doubts  would 
seem  to  have  been  cast  upon  this  doctrine  by  the  English  case  of 
Plnder  v.  Wilks  (/)  ;  but,  in  truth,  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
are  not  very  fully  reported,  and  it  has  been  regarded  as  of  ques- 
tionable authority  (g). 

This  liability  for  inchoate  acts,  completed  subsequent  to  dissolu- 
tion, also  attaches  to  the  representatives  of  a  deceased  or  retiring 
(a)  Grant  v.    Chalmers,  1771,   M.      4  D.  1061 ;  Young  v.  Collins,  1852, 14 


14581  ;  Douglas,  Heron,  and  Co,, 
1778,  M.  14605;  idem  1792,  1  Beirs 
111.  245,  aff.  3  Paton  428 ;  Royds  v. 
Fraser,  1822,  1  S.  352;  Campbell, 
1830,  8  S.  625,  note ;  Roger  v.  Jamk- 
son,  1888,  16  S.  418  ;  Thorn  v.  North 
Bntish  Bank,  1850,  13  D.  134;  W. 
of  Scot.  Mall.  Iron  Co.,  1855,  17  D. 
461. 

(6)  10  Ha.  453. 

(c)  See  Drysdale  v.  Lawson,  1842, 


D.  540,  reversed  1  Maoq.  385;  Mt. 
Williamson,  1857,  19  D.  704. 

(rf)  Kinnear  v.  Thomson,  1830, 8  S. 
512. 

(e)  Butchart  v.  Dresser,  4  De  6.  M. 
and  G.  542  ;  Smith  v.  Stokes,  1  East 
863  ;  Morgan  v.  Marquis,  9  Ex.  145; 
Graham  v.  Whichelo,  1  C.  and  M.  188 ; 
AuU  v.  Goodriche,  4  Russ.  430. 

(/)  5  Taunt.  612,  and  1  Marsh.  248. 

(g)  Coll.  372. 
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partner ;  and  this  was  so  in  the  Roman  law  (a).  But  this  liability 
does  not  extend  to  any  acts  which  are  not  strictly  necessary  for 
winding  up  (b) ;  and  any  abase  of  the  agency  implied  for  that  pur- 
pose will  justify  the  appointment  of  a  judicial  factor  (c). 

The  implied  agency  does  not  validate  a  draft,  acceptance,  or  Bills  and 
indorsation,  made  by  one  partner  after  dissolution  so  as  to  bind  the 
others ;  and  it  implies  no  authority  to  do  so,  that  the  notice  of  dis- 
solution empowered  one  partner  to  receive  the  assets  and  pay  the 
debts  of  the  company  (d).  In  order  to  bind  the  firm  after  dissolu- 
tion, all  the  partners  must  join  in  the  draft,  acceptance,  or  indorse- 
ment, or  it  must  be  signed  by  some  person  specially  authorized  to 
act  for  them  (e). 

When  a  skeleton  or  blank  bill  has  been  signed  by  the  firm,  and 
dated  prior  to  dissolution,  though  filled  up  subsequently  to  that  event, 
it  has  been  held  to  bind  the  partners  (/).  And  when,  prior  to  dissolu- 
tion, two  partners  drew  a  bill  payable  to  their  own  order,  and  after 
dissolution  one  of  them  indorsed  it  to  a  party  who  knew  of  the  dissolu- 
tion, the  indorsee  was  held  entitled  to  recover  against  both  partners  (g). 

It  sometimes  happens  that  the  agency  of  some  one  or  more  of  Agency  con- 
the  partners  is  specially  arranged  to  continue  for  certain  purposes  partner, 
after  dissolution.  In  all  such  cases  the  exercise  of  this  power  within 
its  prescribed  limits  will  bind  the  late  members  of  the  firm.  In 
Burton  v.  Isntty  one  of  two  partners  was  specially  authorized  to  use 
the  name  of  the  other  in  prosecuting  for  recovery  of  partnership 
property  (h).  This  was  held  to  validate  promissory-notes  issued  in 
the  name  of  the  firm  so  -as  to  bind  the  retiring  partner.  The  same 
was  held  in  Smith  v.  Winter^  where  the  continuing  partner  had 
express  permission  to  use  the  name  of  his  former  associate  (i). 

2.  When,  notwithstanding  complete  withdrawal  of  agency  and  ^^^  **^® 
guarantee  has  taken  place  with  due  notice,  a  partner  has  done  some-  ^^^ 
thing  to  lead  the  public  to  believe  otherwise,  he  may  still  remain 
liable  for  subsequent  acts  of  his  former  partners. 

(a)  Dig.  lib.  xvii.  t.  2, 1.  40.  {e)  Same  cases,  and  Wrighison  v. 

(h)  Kilgour  v.  Finlyson,  1 H.  Blacks.  Pullar,  1  Stark.  376. 
156;  Abel  v.  Sutton^  3  Esp.  108.  (/)  Usher  v.  Dauncey,  4  Camp.  97, 

(c)  Young  v.  Collins^  as  reversed  in  1  Roes  L.  C.  165. 
Houfie  of  Lords,  1  Macq.  385.  (g)  Lewis  v.  ReiUy^  1  Q.  B.  349. 

{d)  Cases  last  cited ;  and  Snodgrass         (h)  5  B.  and  Al.  267. 
▼.  Hair,  1848,  8  D.  390.  CO  4  M.  and  W.  454. 
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The  most  common  example  of  this  occurs  where  a  partner, 
though  he  has  retired  and  given  notice  of  his  retirement,  still  con- 
tinues to  hold  himself  out  as  a  partner.  In  Brown  v.  Leonard  (a), 
one  of  two  partners  retired,  and  a  promissory-note  was  subsequently 
issued  in  the  name  of  him  and  the  two  remaining  partners.  The 
plaintiff,  before  receiving  the  note,  had  notice  from  the  retiring 
partner  that  he  had  left  the  concern ;  but  he  at  the  same  time 
stated  that  his  name  was  to  continue  for  a  certain  time.  He  was 
found  liable.  In  Staples  v.  Ely  (t),  a  retired  partner  who  allowed 
his  name  to  remain  on  a  cart,  and  over  the  old  place  of  business, 
was  found  liable  for  the  negligence  of  a  driver  of  the  cart  in  the 
employ  of  the  firm. 

It  has  been  said  that  a  retired  partner  does  not  incur  responsi- 
bility in  this  manner,  unless  his  name  has  been  used  with  his  know- 
ledge and  authority.  And  such  a  view  would  certainly  appear  to 
be  in  accordance  with  justice  and  equity.  The  well-known  case 
of  Williams  v.  Keats  seems,  however,  to  countenance  the  opposite 
doctrine  (c).  In  that  case  there  was  no  evidence  that  the  retired 
partner  had  authorized  the  continuance  of  his  name,  heyond  the 
fact  that  he  had  not  prevented  it. 

To  obviate  the  risk  of  liabilities  of  this  kind,  it  should  be  made 
matter  of  special  arrangement,  prior  to  dissolution  or  retirement, 
that  none  of  the  partners  shall  continue  the  business  in  name  of 
the  others.  For  while  in  actions  instituted  for  the  purpose  of 
having  a  partnership  dissolved,  or  for  distribution  of  the  partne^ 
ship  funds  after  it  has  been  dissolved,  the  courts  have  interfered  to 
prevent  partners  from  carrying  on  the  concern  for  any  other  pur- 
pose than  that  of  winding  up  (d),  they  have  refused  to  restrain  a 
surviving  partner  from  carrying  on  business  in  the  name  of  a 
deceased  partner,  when  no  agreement  against  his  doing  so  could 
be  produced  (e). 


(a)  2  Chitty  120. 

(6)  1  Car.  and  Fa.  614.  See  also 
Dolman  v.  Orchard^  2  Car.  and  Pa. 
104  ;  Emmet  v.  Bradley,  7  Taunt.  600. 

(c)  2  Stark.  290.  See  Gardner  v. 
Anderson^  1862,  24  D.  316. 


(«0  See  Webster  v.  Webster,  8  Swanst. 
490 ;  Lewis  v.  Langdon^  7  Sim.  421 ; 
De  Tastet,  Jac.  516. 

(c)  Farr  v.  Pearce,  3  Madd.  74; 
Davies  v.  Hodgson,  26  Beav.  177. 
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CHAPTER   XVIII. 

LIABILITY  OP  MEMBERS  OR  SHAREHOLDERS  FOR  THE  DEBTS 
AND  OBLIGATIONS  OF  INCORPORATED  COMPANIES. 

The  non-recognition  of  a  separate  person  in  unincorporated  asso-  Difficulties 
ciations,  though  justly  regarded  as  in  many  respects  an  imperfection  elucidation  of 
in  English  law,  carries  with  it  one  great  advantage,  namely,  that  thefiaw  d?  ^ 
of  broadly  distinguishing  between  corporations  and  mere  partner-    ^  *"  * 
ships.    The  habit  of  attributing  to  the  latter  a  quasi  person  tends 
greatly  to  obscure  this  distinction  in  the  mind  of  the   Scottish 
lawyer,  and  has  undoubtedly  led  to  much  confusion  of  thought 
in  relation  to  the  nature  and  legal  incidents  of  corporations.     We 
have  had  occasion  to  notice  this  in  previous  chapters ;  but  there 
is  perhaps  no   branch  of  the  subject  in  which  it  is  more  observable 
than  that  noiv  imder  consideration.    To  escape  from  this  tendency, 
and  to  obtain  clear  views  of  the  nature  of  the  liabilities  which 
may  attach  to  the  members  of  incorporated  companies  as  contradis- 
tinguished from  those  which  are  inseparable  from  the  partnership 
relation,  we  should  recommend  that  the  following  principles  and 
considerations  be  kept  steadily  in  view. 

Corporations  are  in  contemplation  of  law  proper  persons,  capable  General  pnn- 
of  sustaining  the  characters  of  debtor  and  creditor,  of  holding  kept  in  view, 
property,  and  of  suing  and  being  sued,  like  ordinary  individuals, 
for  all  the  intents  and  purposes  of  their  creation.  Partnerships, 
again,  are  possessed  merely  of  a  qtuzsi  personality,  and  of  this  only 
in  a  limited  and  special  sense ;  their  rights  and  obligations  involve 
those  of  their  members,  and  they  cannot  appear  judicially  without 
joinder  of  the  latter  in  some  form  or  other.  In  all  obligations 
incurred  by  corporations,  the  corporation  is  itself  the  true  debtor ; 
the  creditor  deals  with  it  as  an  individual,  and  must  look  for  pay- 
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ment  to  its  property  or  assets  alone,  the  corporators  as  such  being 
neither  its  co-obh*gants  nor  its  sureties.  Obligations,  on  the  other 
hand,  incurred  by  partnerships,  bind  not  only  the  quasi  person  of 
the  firm,  but  each  and  all  of  the  partners  jointly  and  severally, 
and  render  them  liable  singuli  in  solidum  to  the  utmost  extent  of 
their  means  and  estate.  In  corporations,  membership  does  not 
per  ae  create  liability  for  company  obligations ;  in  partnerships,  it 
involves  this  h'ability  without  limit. 

But  though  liability  of  members  for  company  debts  is  not  one 
of  the  naturalia  of  a  corporation,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  the 
members  any  more  than  strangers  from  undertaking  such  liabilities 
to  any  extent  and  under  any  conditions  they  may  see  fit ;  and  when 
obligations  of  this  kind  are  validly  constituted,  they  will  receive 
equal  effect  with  those  arising  under  any  other  special  contract 

Now,  it  is  obvious  that  associations  incorporated  for  the  pur- 
poses of  gain  must,  like  ordinaiy  companies,  be  possessed  of  a  fond 
to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  undertaking ;  and  this,  except  in  very 
exceptional  cases,  can  only  be  raised  by  contribution  among  the 
members.  This  contribution  may  assume  various  forms.  It  may 
consist  of  a  certain  fixed  sum  payable  on  each  share,  or  it  may 
take  the  form  of  a  guarantee,  undertaken  by  each  member,  to  a 
certain  amount,  or  to  the  full  extent  of  the  liabilities  to  be  incurred 
by  the  corporation.  The  obligation  to  contribute  may  be  created 
by  special  contract,  either  before  or  after  incorporation  ;  and  when 
properly  constituted,  it  will  bind  all  such  as  have  contracted, 
whether  members  or  strangers.  But  as  the  possession  of  a  common 
fund  is  absolutely  necessary  to  the  success  of  the  undertaking,  an 
obligation  to  contribute  to  such  an  extent  and  in  such  a  manner  as 
the  promoters  deem  advisable  is  almost  always  inserted  as  a  con- 
dition of  membership  in  the  instrument  of  incorporation.  Thb 
condition,  coupled  with  acceptance  of  shares,  forms  a  special  con- 
tract binding  on  every  member,  and  at  once  creating  and  defining 
his  liability  to  contribution. 

This  liability  to  contribution  is  obviously  something  entirely 
different  from  the  unlimited  liability  incurred  by  partners,  h 
does  not  arise  ex  lege,  but  is  the  creature  of  the  special  contract 
by  which  it  is  expressly  limited  and  defined.  Hence  it  can  be 
rendered  available  and  enforced  in  no  other  form  and  to  no  other 
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effect  than  those  stipulated  ;  and  when  the  covenanted  amount  of 
contribution  has  been  exhausted  it  entirely  ceases^  however  large 
may  be  the  existing  debts  or  obligations  of  the  corporation. 

If  the  views  here  enunciated  be  correct,  it  follows  that   to  Ascertained  by 

incorporating 

ascertain  m  any  given  case  whether  and  to  what  extent  the  mem-  instrument,  or 

bv  sen&rate 

tiers  of  an  incorporated  association  are  liable  for  its  debts  and  contract, 
obligations,  when  such  liability  terminates,  and  in  what  manner  it 
may  be  rendered  available  to  creditors,  recourse  must  be  had  to 
the  provisions  of  the  instrument  of  formation,  viz.  charter,  special 
act,  special  act  combined  with  the  Consolidation  Act  of  1845,  or 
memorandum  and  articles  of  association  in  combination  with  the 
Registration  Acts.  Liabilities  arising  from  separate  contracts  must 
of  coarse  be  determined  by  reference  to  the  contracts  themselves. 

By  the  Companies  Clauses  Consolidation  (Scotland)  Act  it  is  Companies  Act 
provided  as  follows :   *  If  the  company  shall  be  incorporated,  no 
person  or  corporation,  nor  the  estate,  real  or  personal,  of  any  such 
person  or  corporation,  who  is  or  shall  be  a  proprietor  of  the  said 
incorporated  company,  shall  be  liable  for  or  charged  with  the  pay- 
ment of  any  debt  or  demand  whatsoever,  due  or  to  become  due  by 
or  from  the  said  company,  beyond  the  extent  of  his  or  their  share 
in  the  capital  of  the  said  company '  (sec.  37).     And  with  respect 
to  the  means  competent  to  creditors  of  the  company  to  render 
this  limited  liability  available  against  shareholders,  it  is  provided, 
that  'if  any  legal   diligence  or  execution  shall  have  been  issued 
against  the  property  or  effects  of  the  company,  and  if  there  cannot 
be  found  sufScient  whereon  to  levy  under  such  diligence  or  execu- 
tion, then  such  diligence  or  execution  may  be  used  against  any  of 
the  shareholders  to  the  extent  of  their  shares  respectively  in  the 
capita]  of  the  company  not  then  paid  up ;  and  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining   the  names  of  the  shareholders,  and   the  amount  of 
capital  remaining  to  be  paid  upon  their  respective  shares,  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  any  person  entitled  to  any  such  execution,  at  all 
reasonable   times  to  inspect  the  register  of  shareholders  without 
fee '  (sec.  38). 

It  is  clear  from  these  provisions,  that  the  members  of  com-  import  of  those 

15'  'o  Visions. 

panics  incorporated  by  special  act  under  this  general  statute  incur 
no  liability  for  company  debts  beyond  the  amount  of  their  con- 
tributions, which  is  the  amount  of  the  company's  capital  remaining 

X 


322 


LIABILITY  OF  MEMBERS  OR  SHAREHOLDERS     [Book  U. 


unpaid  on  their  respective  shares ;  and  it  is  further  evident  that 
this   liability  can   only   be   made   available   to  the  creditor  after 
diligence  has  been  used  against  the  company  property  without 
obtaining  suflficient  to  satisfy  the  debt. 
What  is  suffi-  What  amount  of  diligence  it  is  necessary  to  have  used  against 

cient discussion      ,  .  ,  ,.  ,         . 

of  the  company  the  Company  property,  so  as  to  entitle  a  creditor  to  proceed  against 

an  individual  shareholder,  does   not   seem  to   have  been  as  yet 
English  settled  by  any  decision  of  a  Scotch   court.     In  interpreting  the 

precedents.  ....  i  o 

corresponding  provision  in  the  English  Act  (8  and  9  Vict  c.  16, 
s.  36),  it  seems  to  have  been  held,  that  where  the  company  is  not 
possessed  of  available  real  property,  a  return  of  nulla  bofia  on  a 
fieri  facias  directed  against  the  company  is  a  suflSeient  ground  for 
allowing  scire  facias  to  issue  against  a  shareholder  (a) ;  and  even 
when  the  company  has  been  possessed  of  nothing,  the  courts  have  not 
always  required  the  creditor  to  exhaust  his  remedy  by  eligit  where 
the  property  to  be  extended  was  small  in  proportion  to  the  debt,  and 
payment  could  therefrom  only  be  obtained,  in  any  circumstances, 
after  the  elapse  of  a  considerable  time, — the  view  acted  upon  in 
England  being,  that  present  or  immediate  payment  was  that  con- 
templated in  the  Act  {b).  But  it  must  be  observed  that  the  share- 
holder can  only  be  proceeded  against  by  scire  facias^  which  is  a  dili- 
gence by  way  of  action,  and  must  set  forth  the  grounds  upon  which 
the  defendant  is  sought  to  be  made  liable  on  the  judgment  obtained 
against  the  company.  The  shareholder  may  state  any  relevant 
defence  he  thinks  proper,  and  on  issue  being  joined,  the  case  pro- 
ceeds to  trial ;  so  that  it  is  hardly  possible  that  he  can  be  subjectdi 
in  payment  of  what  either  has  been  or  might  be  obtained  from  the 
company  funds  (c). 

Following  out  this  analogy,  it  should  seem  that  if  in  Scotland 
the  corporation  is  not  possessed  of  heritable  property,  a  charge 
followed  by  a  poinding  of  the  company  goods,  which  proves  insuffi- 
cient to  satisfy  the  debt,  will  be  enough  to  meet  the  statntorv 
requirement,  and  to  entitle  the  creditor  to  recourse  against  a  share- 
holder.   When  the  corporation  possesses  real  property,  adjudication 


Analogy  in 
Scotland. 


(a)  Rustrick  v.  Derbyshire  Ra,  Co.^ 
9  Ex.  149  ;  Hitchins  v.  Kilkenny  Ra. 
Co.,  16  C.  B.  459.  See  Lindley,  p. 
454. 


(h)  See  Addison  v.  TaU,  11  Ei- 
250.     See  Lindley  453. 

(c)  See  previoua  cases,  and  LindleT 
442. 
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must  be  resorted  to ;  but  if  the  subjects  adjudged  be  so  small  that 
present  payment  cannot  be  obtained  in  this  manner,  it  is  probable 
that  the  creditor  would  be  allowed  to  proceed  against  a  shareholder 
for  the  balance  of  his  debt  without  delay. 

When  in  Scotland  a  charge  has  been  given  to  a  firm  or  copart-  Charge  must 
nery,  it  forms  a  sufiicient  warrant  for  diligence  against  any  one  of  new  to  t^hare- 
the  partners,  and  the  only  remedy  is  by  suspension  when  the  evil 
done  is  perhaps  irremediable.  Fortunately,  there  is  no  authority 
for  extending  this  very  loose  and  dangerous  practice  to  the  case 
of  corporations ;  and,  therefore,  if  it  be  determined  to  proceed 
against  a  shareholder,  in  consequence  of  diligence  against  the  com- 
pany having  proved  unproductive,  a  new  charge  must  be  given  him 
individually.  This  procedure  supplies,  though  in  a  somewhat  im- 
perfect  form,  the  place  of  the  scire  facias^  by  enabling  the  share- 
holder to  ascertain  in  a  suspension  that  the  corporation  property 
has  been  fully  exhausted,  and  that  he  is  not  called  upon  to  pay 
more  than  is  really  due,  before  diligence  proceeds  against  either 
his  goods  or  his  person. 

This  liability  to  contribute  towards  liquidation  of  the  corpora-  Limitation  of 

....  .  .  liability  to 

tion  debts  is  limited  in  various  ways.     1.  It  is  only  available  after  contribute. 

exhaustion  of  the  company  property;   2.   It   cannot  exceed  the 

amount  still  remaining  unpaid  on  the  shares;  and  3.  It  applies 

only  to  the  holder  of  shares,  and  ceases  the  moment  he  has  de 

facto  ceased  by  transfer  or  otherwise  to  be  a  shareholder.    It  has 

been  decided  in  England,  that  it  only  attaches  to  such  persons  as 

hold  shares  at  the  time  when  execution  against  the  company  is 

found  to  be  ineffectual,  and  therefore  does  not  apply  to  such  as 

had  relinquished  their  shares  before  that  time,  even  though  they 

should  have  been  shareholders  both  when  judgment  was  obtained 

and  execution  had  issued  against  the  company  (a).     It  has  been  Begister  not 

tbo  only  evi* 

decided,  however,  that  the  register,  though  conclusive,  is  not  the  dence  of 
only  evidence  of  membership  ;  and  therefore,  when  a  creditor  was 
prevented  from  inspecting  the  register,  he  was  allowed  a  scire  facias 
against  a  person  who  he  swore  was  a  shareholder  to  the  best  of  his 
beUef,  that  belief  being  founded  on  information  received  from  the 
company  officials  (b), 

(a)  Nixon  v  Green,   11  Ex    550 ;  (6)  Rustrich  v.  The  Derbyshire  Ra. 

AVxow  V.  Broimhw,  8  H.  and  N.  686.       Co.,  9  Ex.  149. 
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Winding  up  The  mere  fact  that  the  company  is  in  the  course  of  being  wound 

d(H!8  not  stop  ^  .  .      . 

recourse  up,  and  that  the  creditor  will  consequently  be  paid  in  course  of 

shareholder.       time,  does  not  preclude  him  from  proceeding  against  a  shareholder 
as  allowed  by  the  statute  (a). 

Companies  Act  The  Companies  Act  of  1862  provides,  as  has  been  already  seen, 
for  the  formation  by  registration  of  incorporated  companies,  both 
with  limited  and  unlimited  liability.  With  respect  to  such  as  are 
registered  with  limited  liability,  it  provides  that  where  the  limita- 
tion is  by  shares,  no  member  shall  be  required  to  contribute  beyond 
the  amount  unpaid  on  his  shares  (sec.  38,  No.  4) ;  and  that  where 
the  limitation  is  by  guarantee,  no  contribution  shall  be  required 
from  any  member  exceeding  the  amount  of  his  guarantee  (sec.  38, 
No.  5).  If  the  company  is  not  registered  with  limited  liability, 
the  members  are  liable  to  be  made  contributories  to  the  full  extent 
of  its  debts  and  obligations  (sec.  38).  It  must  be  observed,  how- 
ever, that  even  in  this  last  case  the  members  are  in  a  vexy  different 
position  from  that  occupied  by  the  partners  of  an  unincorporated 
firm  or  company.  The  latter  are  liable  singult  in  soUdum^  and  any 
one  of  their  number  may  be  proceeded  against  by  a  creditor  for 
the  whole  of  such  debts  as  he  has  constituted  against  the  concern; 
whereas  the  former  are  only  liable  as  joint  contiibutories,  and 
that  liability  can  only  be  made  available  by  winding  up  the  con- 
cern. Therefore  no  decree  against  the  company  will  warrant 
diligence  against  any  of  its  members.  In  this  respect,  members  of 
companies  formed  under  this  Act,  whether  limited  or  unlimited,  are 
more  favourably  situated  than  shareholders  in  companies  fonned 
under  the  Companies  Clauses  Act  of  1845. 

Loss  of  This  important  privilege  may,  however,  be  lost  in  certain  cir- 

cumstances. 1.  If  the  company  carries  on  business  for  six  months 
with  less  than  seven  members,  every  member  aware  of  the  fact 
becomes  liable  singuli  in  solidum  for  all  debts  contracted  during 
that  period  (sec.  48).  2.  Persons  signing  any  bill  of  exchange, 
promissory-note,  cheque,  or  order  for  money  or  goods,  in  which 
the  full  name  of  the  company  is  not  used  as  directed,  become  liable 
for  the  full  amount  unless  relieved  by  the  company  (sees.  41  and 
42).  3.  Existing  banking  companies,  which  register  as  limited 
companies  without  giving  due  notice  to  the  customers  as  reqoired 
(o)  Monsse  v.  The  lioyal  BritUh  Bank,  1  C.  B.  N.  S.  67. 
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bj  the  Act,  remain  liable  to  such  customers  as  have  not  received 
notice,  in  the  same  way  as  if  no  registration  had  taken  place  (sec. 
188). 

The  liability  of  members  to  be  made  contributories  does  not  Termination 

,  ,  ,  of  liability. 

terminate  by  the  mere  fact  of  their  ceasing  to  be  members.  On 
this  subject  the  statutory  provisions  are  somewhat  peculiar.  By 
sec.  38  it  is  declared — 1.  That  no  past  member  shall  be  liable  to 
contribute  to  the  assets  of  the  company,  if  he  has  ceased  to  be  a 
member  for  one  year  or  upwards  prior  to  the  commencement  of 
the  winding  up.  2.  That  no  past  member  shall  be  liable  to  con- 
tribution, in  respect  of  a  debt  contracted  after  his  membership 
ceased.  3.  That  no  past  member  shall  be  liable  to  contribute, 
unless  it  appears  to  the  Court  that  the  existing  members  are 
unable  to  contribute  the  amount  required  to  liquidate  the  com- 
pany liabilities. 

It  must  be  observed,  that  when  companies  previously  existing  Liability  of 
are  registered  under  the  Act  of  1862,  whether  with  or  without  companies 
limited  liability,  the  liability  of  such  of  the  members  as  were  liable  iTre^ntion. 
for  debts  contracted  prior  to  registration  is  in  no  way  diminished. 
The  only  alteration  appears  to  be,  that  whereas  the  creditor  might 
formerly  have  proceeded  against  them  directly  on  constituting  his 
debt  against  the  company,  he  must  now  take  the  more  orderly 
method  of  rendering  their  liability  available  in  a  winding  up  of  the 
concern  (sec.  196,  No.  5). 

Companies  governed  by  the  Letters  Patent  Act,  7  Will.  iv.  7  wm.  w.  and 

1  Vict»  c.  73. 

and  1  Yict.  c.  73,  though  possessed  of  some  of  the  privileges, 
hardly  deserve  the  name,  of  corporations.  The  liability  of  the 
shareholders  is  limited  or  unlimited,  according  to  the  letters  patent 
conferred  on  the  company  (sees.  21  and  24) ;  but  the  Act  does  not 
make  provision  for  regular  winding  up  and  enforcing  contribution 
by  calls  equaUy  made.  It  would  therefore  rather  seem  that,  in  the 
absence  of  some  provision  in  the  letters  patent  to  the  contrary,  a 
creditor  who  has  obtained  decree  against  the  company  may  use 
diligence  against  any  one  of  the  members,  as  in  the  case  of  an 
ordinary  partnership. 
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CHAPTER    XIX. 

LIABILITY  OF  TRUSTEES  HOLDING  SHARES  IN  A 
PARTNERSHIP  OR  COMPANY. 

In  dealing  with  this  question,  a  distinction  must  be  made  between 
private  partnerships  and  public  companies.  In  the  former,  the 
rights  as  well  as  the  liabilities  of  a  member  attach  to  him  as  an 
individual  specially  selected  as  a  socius  by  his  copartners ;  in  the 
latter,  they  attach  to  the  shares,  by  whomsoever  they  may  chance 
for  the  time  being  to  be  held. 
Privato  firms.  In  the  case  of  private  partnership,  persons  incur  unlimited  lia- 

the  public.  bility  to  the  public  not  only  by  being  de  facto  partners,  but  also  hy 
holding  themselves  out  as  such,  or  otherwise  assuming  the  respon- 
sibilities of  qiuisi  partnership.  In  a  question,  therefore,  with  the 
public  creditor,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  trustees  standing  in  any 
of  these  positions  incur  a  full  personal  liability.  The  public  have 
not  in  general  the  means  of  knowing,  and  they  are  not  bound  to 
inquire  into,  any  latent  equities  which  may  exist  in  the  case  of 
persons  occupying  ostensibly  the  position  of  partners  (a).  Yet  if 
it  could  be  shown,  in  the  case  of  a  particular  creditor,  that  at  the 
time  his  debt  was  contracted  with  the  firm  he  was  aware  that  a 
partner  was  such  in  a  fiduciary  character  only,  it  would  seem  equi- 
table to  restrict  the  recourse  to  the  trust  funds. 
Queetions  inter  When  the  qucstiou  of  liability  arises  inter  aocioSf  the  liability  of 
a  trustee  to  contribute  will  obviously  depend  on  what  arrangement 
was  made  between  him  and  his  fellows, — whether,  in  short,  they 

(a)  Gordon  v.  Anderson^  1862,  24  711;  ex  parte  Garland,  lOVes-llO; 

D.  315.  SeeperLordKinlochinijiffw-  ex  parte  Richardson,    1   Buch.  2l>l 

den  V.  Buchanan^  1864,  2  Macph.  704;  McLaren  on  Trusts  ii.  12. 
per  Lord  Justice-Glerk,  same  case,  p. 


soctos. 
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agreed  to  accept  him  as  a  partner  in  his  personal  or  in  his  fiduciary 
character.  The  presumption  of  law  would  seem  to  be  for  the  f ormer^ 
and  the  aniu  of  proving  the  latter  will  lie  on  the  partner  (a). 

In  public  companies  the  liabilities  of  trustees  titking  shares  will,  Pubiio  com- 
in  a  question  with  the  world,  fall   to  be  regulated  by  the  same  Questions  with 
principles  as  we  have  already  seen  to  be  applicable  in  the  case  of 
private  partnerships ;  that  is  to  say,  they  will  be  held  to  have  bound 
themselves  as  ordinary  shareholders,  whatever  liabilities  that  relar 
tion  may  involve. 

When  the  question  arises  inter  aociosy  the  presumption  for  per-  Questions  inter 
sonal  liability  will  be  almost  as  strong  as  when  it  arises  with  the 
public  creditor.  The  reason  of  this  is,  that  in  all  that  concerns 
transference  of  shares  or  admission  of  members,  the  shareholders 
have  as  little  to  do  as  the  public.  The  management  of  such  matters 
is  committed  to  the  directors,  who  must  act  in  accordance  with  the 
constitution  of  the  company.  Now,  the  power  to  admit  members 
with  a  liability  limited  to  that  of  trustees,  is  in  fact  a  power  to 
admit  some  persons  with  privileges  not  possessed  by  the  others,  or 
rather  with  a  right  of  indemnity  against  the  others  for  all  losses  and 
debts  of  the  concern  beyond  the  amount  of  the  trust  funds, — a 
power  which  never  can  be  presumed,  and  which  could  only  be 
validly  exercised  where  it  was  specially  conferred  in  the  instrument 
of  formation.  It  would  therefore  seem  that  an  arrangement  by  which 
the  liability  of  certain  shareholders  is  inter  socios  limited  to  that  of 
trustees,  can  only  be  validly  entered  into  when  the  directors  have 
special  powers  to  that  effect,  or  when  it  has  received  the  sanction  of 
the  whole  body  of  shareholders,  or  at  least  of  a  general  meeting  (i). 

When  shareholders  are  entered  on  the  register  as  trustees  eo 
nomine f  this  is  intended  merely  to  mark  the  property  vested  in  them 
as  belonging  to  the  trust  estate,  and  is  quite  consistent  with  their 
personal  liability  either  to  the  company  or  its  creditors  (c). 

(a)  See  per  Lord  Justice-Clerk  in  principles   involved    in   questions  of 

Lumsden    v.    Buchanan^    supra^    and  this  nature,  1864,  2  Macph.  709.    See 

opinions  of  the  judges  generally.  also  Red/earn  y.  Sommervail,  1813,  5 

(6)  Lumsden  v.  Buchanan^  as  revd.  Paton  707,  1  Dow  50 ;  and  Allan  v. 

on  appeal  June  22,  1865 ;  and  see,  in  TumhuU,  1834,  US.  487,  7  W.  and  S. 

particular,  the  opinion  of  the  Lord  281. 

Justice- Clerk,  which  was  adopted  in  (c)  Per  Lord  Westbury,   Ch.,   in 

the  House  of  Lords,  and  which  con-  Lumsden  v.   Buchanan,  supra.      See 

tains  a  full  exposition  of  the  legal  also,  on  this  subject  generally,  Wight- 
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It  has  been  held  in  England,  that  the  cestui  que  trust  of  shares 
in  an  unincorporated  company  is  liable  as  a  quasi  partner  to  the 
creditors  of  the  company  (a)  ;  but  in  corporations,  this  liability, 
whatever  it  may  be,  attaches  to  the  ostensible  holder  of  shares 
only  (6).  Even  in  this  latter  case,  however,  the  beneficiary  may 
be  made  a  contributory,  if  it  can  be  shown  that  he  procured  shares 
to  be  placed  in  the  name  of  nominees  of  his  own,  with  the  frauda- 
lent  purpose  of  saving  himself  from  liability  (c). 

Beneficiaries,  or  cestui  que  trustent^  may  in  some  cases  be  liable 
to  indemnify  the  trustee,  but  with  that  the  company  have  in 
general  no  concern  (d).  The  latter  may,  however,  incur  this  lia- 
bility by  immixing  themselves  in  the  transaction,  or  by  unreason- 
able conduct.  Thus  A.  purchased  railway  shares,  and  took  the 
certificates  in  name  of  B.  He  afterwards  pledged  them  with  a 
bank  in  security  of  advances,  representing  B.  as  merely  his  trostee. 
A.  became  insolvent,  and  B.  being  required  by  the  railway  company 
to  pay  calls,  requested  the  bank  either  to  pay  them,  or  to  deliver  the 
certificates  to  him,  so  that  he  might  sell  them.  The  bank  having 
refused  to  do  either,  it  was  held  that  they  were  identified  with  A^ 
and  liable  to  relieve  B.  (e). 

By  the  Companies  Clauses  Act,  1845,  sec.  21,  it  is  provided 
that  the  company  shall  not  be  bound  to  regard  any  trust,  whether 
express,  implied,  or  constructive,  to  which  any  of  the  shares  may 
be  subject ;  and  by  sec.  30  of  the  Companies  Act  of  1862  it  is 
provided,  that  no  notice  of  any  trust  shall  be  entered  in  the  re^ster 
in  the  case  of  companies  registered  in  England  or  Ireland.  The 
provision,  however,  does  not  extend  to  Scotland^ — ^a  peculiarity 
much  to  be  regretted. 


man  v.  Monroe^  1  Maule  and  Sel.  412 
King  v.  Thorn,  1  T.  R.  488 ;  Childs  v 
Mon-ins,  2  Br.  and  Bi.  C.  460 ;  Bradley 
V.   Heath,  3  Sim.  643 ;  Appleton  v 
Binks,  5  East  148 ;    Lahouchere  v 
Tupper,  11  Mo.  P.  C.  198 ;  Liverpool 
Bank  v.  Walker,  4  De  Gex  and  G.  24 
Newcastle  Bank  Co,,  17  Beav.  203 
Armstrong,  1   De  Gex  and  Sm.  565; 
Hall,  S  De  Gex  and  Sm.  80,  and  1 
M*N.  and  Gord.  307;  Phoenix  Life 
Assur.  Co.,  Hoare^s  case,  2  J.  and  H. 
229. 


(a)  See  Goddard  v.  Hodges,  8  Tynr. 
209. 

(&)  Newry  Ka.  Co.  v.  Mm,  U 
Beav.  64. 

(c)  Costello's  case,  2  De  G.  F.  and 
J.  302 ;  Alexander's  case,  9  W.  R.  410; 
Budd's  case,  10  W.  R.  51 ;  Hatm's 
case,  10  W.  R.  313 ;  De  Pass's  case, 
4  De  G.  and  J.  544. 

(d)  See  Bunn's  case,  2  DeG.  F.aod 
J.  275. 

(e)  Barron  v.  National  Bank.  1852, 
14  D.  565. 
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CHAPTER   XX. 

UABILITIES  OF  PARTNERS  AND  DIRECTORS  CONSIDERED  AS 
AGENTS  AND  TRUSTEES  FOR  THE  COMPANY. 

We  have  now  considered  somewhat  fully  the  liabilities  which  part-  origin  of  this 
ners  and  shareholders  incur  for  such  obligations  as  are  constituted 
against  the  firm  or  company  of  which  they  are  members ;  but  there 
is  another  class  of  liabilities  which  may  be  incurred  both  by  part- 
ners and  managing  officials^  not  only  to  the  company  but  to  the 
world,  and  which  arise  from  the  fact  that  partners  in  private  firms 
and  managing  officials  in  larger  associations  hold  the  character  of 
agents  and  trustees  for  the  society.  These  liabilities  have  already 
been  noticed  as  they  incidentally  presented  themselves ;  but  as  the 
sabject  is  one  of  considerable  importance,  it  is  proposed  to  examine 
the  principles  by  which  it  is  regulated  more  connectedly  and  in 
detail  in  the  present  chapter.  We  shall  first  consider  these  liabili- 
ties as  they  arise  in  the  case  of  partners,  and  shall  then  advert  to  the 
corresponding  liabilities  which  may  be  incurred  by  directors  and 
other  managing  officials. 

I.   LIABILITIES  OF  PARTNERS. 

We  have  already  seen  that  the  partners  of  a  private  firm  par-  Twofold 
take  of  the  characters  both  of  trustees  and  agents  for  the  concern :  i^^ruu^^ 
Trustees,  to  whose  care  its  interests  are  confided ;  Agents,  by  the 
intervention  of  whom  it  acts  and  transacts  with  the  public.  The 
consequence  of  this  is,  that  partners  may  incur  a  twofold  liability ; 
inter  Bocioa  on  the  one  hand,  and  to  strangers  on  the  other.  1.  If 
they  abuse  the  powers  of  agency  or  trust  with  which  they  are 
charged,  so  as  to  sacrifice  the  common  interest,  or  to  involve  the 
society  in  losses  or  liabilities  ;  if  they  set  at  nought  the  interests  of 


lers. 
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the  concern  in  order  to  further  their  own,  or  appropriate  to  them- 
selves that  which  either  belonged  to  or  ought  to  have  been  secured 
for  the  company ;  if  they  neglect  their  duties  as  partners  to  such 
an  extent  as  amounts  to  a  fraud  on  their  copartners,  and  thereby 
seriously  injure  the  common  interests ; — ^in  these  and  the  like  cases 
they  become  liable  to  indemnify  the  company,  and  may  be  pro- 
ceeded against  at  its  instance,  or  at  the  instance  of  any  partner 
who  deems  himself  aggrieved.  2.  If  a  partner,  taking  advantage 
of  his  connection  with  the  company,  enters  into  transactions  with  a 
stranger,  which,  from  being  ultra  vires  of  his  agency,  or  for  some 
other  reason,  do  not  bind  the  company,  and  the  stranger  thereby 
suffers  loss  or  damage,  the  partner  incurs  a  personal  liability  to  the 
stranger,  provided  the  latter  have  not  been  privy  to  a  fraud  sought 
to  be  practised  on  the  company. 

1.  Liability  to  the  Company » — ^In  the  English  case  of  Bwry  ?. 
A  lien  (a),  it  was  stated  by  the  Court :  *  Suppose  the  case  of  an  act 
of  fraud,  or  culpable  negligence,  or  wilful  default  by  a  partner 
during  the  partnership,  to  the  damage  of  its  property  or  interests,  in 
breach  of  his  duty  to  the  partnership ;  whether  at  law  compellable 
or  not  compellable,  he  is  certainly  in  equity  compellable  to  compen- 
sate or  indemnify  the  partnership  in  this  respect.'  The  case  of 
Campbell  v.  Campbell  (b)  is  also  a  strong  example  of  the  application 
of  the  principles  here  enunciated.  In  that  case,  one  of  the  part- 
ners of  a  distillery  company  having  been  found  liable  in  Excise 
penalties  in  consequence  of  the  others  having  without  his  knowledge 
engaged  in  illicit  distillation,  they  were  held  bound  to  indemnify 
him  in  full.  And  where,  again,  a  partner  exceeded  the  limits  of 
his  agency,  and  thereby  involved  the  other  partners  in  heavy  respon- 
sibilities, they  were  found  entitled  to  relief  in  full  against  him  (c). 

Partners  have  no  right  to  take  advantage  of  their  connection 
with  the  company  so  as  to  obtain  for  themselves  advantages,  or 
make  acquisitions  which,  if  secured  at  all,  ought  to  have  been 
acquired  for  the  company  (cZ).  If  they  do  so,  they  must  either 
communicate  to  the  company  the  advantages  or  property  so  acquired, 

(a)  1  Coll.  604.  415 ;  ^Pnreath  v.  Margetson,  4  Dong. 

(6)  1834,  12  S.  573 ;  1  Roh.  App.  4.  278. 

(c)  Robertson  v.  Southgate,  6  Ha.  (d)  See  Wallace  v.  Campbell  1.  S. 

540.     See  also  re  Wehh,  2  B.  Moore  63  and  509,  2  S.  Ap.   467  (1824) ; 

500 ;  StaUmidt  v.  Lett^  1  Sm.  and  G.  and  antea^  p.  188. 
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or  else  they  must  indemnify  the  company  to  the  full  extent.  This 
was  expressly  laid  down  in  the  late  case  of  Pender  v.  Henderson 
and  Co.  (a)y  in  which  the  authorities^  both  Scotch  and  English, 
were  fully  examined.  It  was  stated  from  the  bench  to  be  an  in- 
disputable principle  of  partnership,  ^that  a  partner  is  bound  to 
communicate  to  his  copartners  any  benefit  or  advantage  obtained 
by  him  in  the  affairs  of  the  copartnery ; '  and  ^  that  a  partner,  in 
this  respect,  stands  on  the  same  footing  with  a  trustee  or  tutor,  or 
other  person  holding  a  confidential  position.' 

In  cases  of  this  kind  the  offending  partner  or  partners  may  be  Modes  of 
proceeded  against  not  only  at  the  instance  of  the  company  or  redress, 
firm,  but  in  the  name  of  any  single  partner  who  considers  himself 
aggrieved.  If  this  were  not  so,  a  majority  of  wrong-doers  might 
set  a  minority  at  defiance  (6).  If  the  offending  partners  are  in  the 
minority,  it  seems  to  be  the  proper  course  to  raise  the  action  in  the 
company  name ;  if,  again,  those  seeking  reparation  be  a  minority, 
the  action  should  be  libelled  in  their  individual  names.  But  it 
must  be  observed  that  the  firm  itself  ought  in  no  case  to  be  made 
the  defender,  however  numerous  the  wrong-doers  may  be  ;  for  this 
would  not  only  be  incorrect  in  theory,  but  would  render  the  pursuers 
themselves  contributories  in  any  decree  for  damages  which  might  be 
obtained:  in  other  words,  the  decree  being  obtained  against  the  firm, 
the  pursuers  could  only  claim  payment  under  deduction  of  their  in- 
dividual liabilities  to  contribution  as  being  themselves  partners. 

2.  Liability  to  the  Public. — If  a  person  represent  himself  to  be  Liability  to 
the  agent  of  another,  and  in  that  character  induce  a  third  party  to 
contract  with  him,  and  it  afterwards  turn  out  that  the  contract 
cannot  be  enforced  against  the  alleged  principal  in  consequence  of 
its  being  uUra  vires  of  the  agency,  it  is  plainly  equitable  that  the 
agent  should  indemnify  the  other  party  for  any  loss  or  damage 
which  he  may  have  thereby  sustained ;  and  the  case  will  be  all  the 

(a)  Pender  v.  Henderson  and  Co.^  Fawcetty.WhUehouseylR,ajid}lAS2; 

1864,  2  Macph.  1428.     See  Feather-  B€cky.Kantorowicz^lS67,SK.aaidJ, 

ftonehaugk  v.  Fenwick,  17  Vea.  298 ;  230 ;  Habkin  v.  /%,  1715,  Rob.  App. 

Alder  Y,  Fouracre^  3  Swa.  489 ;  Clegg  v.  147.     See  antea,  pp.  183  et  seq. 
FUhwick,  1  M.  and  G.  294 ;  Clements  v.  (6)  CampbeU  v.  Campbell,  1834,  12 

Hall,  24  Be.  333 ;  Inglis  v.  Austine  and  S.  673,  1  Rob.  App.  1.    See  Tulloch  v. 

Others,  1624,  M.  14562  ;  Erek.  iu.  3,  Davidson,  1858,  20  D.  1045,  aff.  1860, 

20 ;  2  BeU's  Com.  614  ;  CoU.  1 18-122 ;  22  D.  (H.  of  L.)  7, 3  Macq.  783 ;  Leslie's 

Bentley  v.  Craven,  1853,  18  Be.  75  ;  Reps.  v.  Lumsden,  1851,  14  D.  213. 
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stronger  if  it  shall  appear  that  the  alleged  agent  was  himself  the 
principal  (a).  This  doctrine  applies  in  its  fullest  extent  to  the  case 
of  partners,  or  of  persons  representing  themselves  to  be  partners, 
and  inducing  the  public  to  enter  into  transactions  with  them  as 
acting  for  the  company.  In  such  cases  the  partner  is  generally 
guilty  of  a  fraud,  intended  to  be  practised  not  only  on  the  public, 
but  also  on  the  firm,  in  order  to  obtain  goods,  money,  or  other  ad- 
vantages for  his  own  purposes,  on  the  faith  of  a  credit  which  he  has 
no  right  to  adhibit.  On  this  ground  alone  he  is  justly  liable  in 
reparation  ;  and  even  if,  in  consequence  of  his  implied  agency,  the 
firm  should  be  held  bound,  this  would  not  relieve  him  of  personal 
liability ;  it  would  only  transfer  the  jiLs  exigendi  from  the  public  to 
the  firm  (b).  Yet  it  sometimes  happens  that  a  partner  enters  into 
a  transaction  of  this  kind  in  perfect  bona  Jidesy  imagining,  for 
example,  that  he  possesses  more  extensive  powers  to  bind  the  firm 
than  is  actually  the  case,  or  thinking  that  the  firm  will  ratify  or 
adopt  his  proceedings.  In  such  cases,  if  the  transaction  is  ulti- 
mately found  not  to  be  binding  on  the  firm,  there  seems  to  be  no 
good  reason  to  suppose  that  a  stranger  who  has  suffered  thereby 
shall  not  have  his  claim  of  indemnity  against  the  partner.  He  was 
entitled  to  rely  on  the  representations  of  the  partner ;  and  though 
the  latter  may  have  committed  an  innocent  mistake,  he  has  bis  own 
precipitancy  to  blame  for  entering  into  a  transaction  without  ascer- 
taining beforehand  the  limits  of  his  authority.  When  the  partner 
and  the  stranger  with  whom  the  transaction  was  entered  into  have 
been  both  engaged  in  seeking  to  practise  a  fraud  on  the  company, 
the  stranger  will  have  no  redress  against  the  partner ;  for  it  is  a 
well-established  principle  in  law,  that  there  can  be  no  contribution 
among  wrong-doers. 

Persons  frequently  induce  others  to  enter  into  partnership  with 
them,  or  to  join  a  firm  or  company  of  which  they  are  members. 
When,  in  doing  this,  they  make  false  and  fraudulent  representations 
as  to  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  entering  into  the  partner- 
ship or  joining  the  concern,  or  conceal  liabilities  or  other  disadvan- 


(a)  See  pp.  245-6. 

(&)  See,  as  to  this,  Finlayson  ▼. 
Braidbar  Quarry  Co.,  1864,  2  Macph. 
1297 ;  RossY.  Ynmgand  Others,  1831, 


9  S.  276 ;  Hadden  v.  Ayre$,  6  E.  Jor. 
N.  S.  408,  Q.  B. ;  Barker  v.  Alton,  5 
H.  and  N.  61. 
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tages  under  which  the  concern  labours,  the  contract  may  in  general 
be  reduced  at  the  instance  of  the  party  aggrieved  (a).  But  in 
addition  to  this,  he  has  also  a  claim  against  the  partner  by  whose 
misrepresentations  he  was  deceived,  to  be  indemnified  for  all  loss 
and  damage  he  may  have  thereby  sustained  (b), 

II.   LIABILITY  OF  DIRECTORS. 

The  principles  which  we  have  been  now  considering  as  regu- 
lating the  liability  of  partners  considered  as  agents  and  trustees  for 
the  firm,  to  be  made  responsible  to  their  copartners  and  the  public 
for  the  consequences  of  their  malversation  or  unauthorized  acts, 
apply  with  perhaps  still  greater  force  in  the  case  of  directors  and 
other  o£Scia]s  to  whom  the  management  of  public  companies  is 
entrusted.     These  functionaries   are   in   a  very  special    manner 
charged  with  the  duty  of  watching  over  the  interests  of  their  com- 
panies, and  are  expected  to  do  their  utmost  to  further  their  wel- 
fare ;  and  in  so  far  as  the  public  are  concerned,  they  are  inexcusable 
if  they  do  not  acquaint  themselves  with  the  nature  and  extent  df 
the  powers  with  which  they  are  entrusted.     The  cases  have  accord- 
ingly been  very  numerous  in  which  directors  and  other  managing 
officials  have  been  found  liable  to  indemnify  the  company  or  the 
shareholders  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  public  on  the  other,  for  the 
consequences  of  their  improper  conduct.    In  examining  these  autho- 
rities we  shall,  as  before,  consider  first  the  liability  of  directors,  etc.,  to 
the  company  or  shareholders,  and  next  their  liabilities  to  the  world. 

1.  Liability  of  Directors^  etCy  to  the  Company  or  the  Shareholders.  Liability  to 
—The  nature  of  this  liability  is  similar  to  that  which  exists  between  ^  «>™l»°y- 
an  agent  and  his  principal,  a  servant  and  his  employer,  beneficiaries 
and  trustees ;  and  it  may  be  briefly  stated  as  follows : — If  by 
negligence,  recklessness,  dereliction  of  duty,  or  unwarrantable  con- 
duct on  the  part  of  these  officials,  the  company  or  the  shareholders 
are  involved  in  loss,  or  their  interests  are  sacrificed,  they  become 
liable  to  be  sued  for  indemnity  at  the  instance  of  the  company,  or 
of  any  shareholder  who  is  aggrieved  thereby. 

In  Campbell  v.  Campbell,  before  referred  to,  the  manager  of  a  illustrations. 

(a)  See  '  DisBolation.'  556 ;  Seddon  v.  ConneU,  10  Sim.  58 

(b)  See  Stainhank  v.  Femley^  9  Sim.      and  79,  and  previous  cases. 
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distillery  company  was  found  liable  in  indemnity  to  a  partner  for 
the  liability  incurred  by  him  in  consequence  of  the  company  having 
been  engaged  in  illicit  distillation ;  and  the  fact  that  the  other 
partners  had  approved  of  the  act  was  found  to  be  no  defence  (a). 
The  case  of  the  North  of  Scotland  Banking  Co.  v.  Thomson  {b)  may 
also  be  referred  to  as  an  instance  of  a  director  of  a  bank  being 
sued  by  the  company  for  malversation  in  office,  on  the  allegation 
that  he  had  taken  advantage  of  his  position  as  director  to  act  pre- 
judicially to  the  interests  of  the  company,  on  several  occasions, 
when  his  own  private  interest  was  concerned.  The  report  is 
important,  as  containing  the  form  of  issues  adjusted  to  try  the 
question.  The  following  averments  may  here  be  instanced,  as 
affording  illustrations  of  what  will  be  held  relevant  to  maintain 
an  action  at  the  suit  of  the  company  or  the  shareholders  agadnst 
directors  for  malversation  : — That  they  had  been  guilty  of  abuse 
of  power  and  fraud  in  the  management  of  the  business ;  that  they 
had  failed  or  neglected  to  perform  the  duties  of  management,  and 
had  delegated  them  to  the  manager,  while  by  holding  office  they 
professed  to  be  discharging  these  duties  themselves  ;  that  they  had 
made  reckless  advances  of  enormous  extent,  by  way  of  disconnting 
bills  to  parties  who  were  unworthy  of  credit  (c). 

But  it  must  be  observed,  that  since  much  is  necessarily  confided 
to  the  discretion  and  judgment  of  dii'ectors,  every  allowance  will 
be  made  for  mistakes  or  errors  in  judgment,  where  there  is  no  good 
reason  to  suspect  corrupt  motives  or  culpable  dereliction  of  duty. 
Hence  it  is  not  every  proceeding  or  omission  which,  judging  after 
the  event,  may  appear  to  have  been  improper,  that  will  gpound 
liability.  The  acts  or  omissions  complained  of  must  be  of  a  kind 
which  plainly  indicates  fraud  or  culpable  dereliction  of  duty;  and  to 
make  the  action  relevant,  their  nature  and  the  circumstances  under 
which  they  took  place  must  be  clearly  and  specifically  averred  (J). 

2.  Liability/  of  Directorsy  etc^  to  the  Public. — Aja  directors  and 
other  managing  officials  of  public  companies  are  not  only  their 


(a)  1834,  12  S.  573.  Sec  M^L.  and 
Rob.  387,  1  Rob.  1. 

(6)  1854,  16  D.  1011. 

(c)  Western  Bank  v.  Bairds,  1862, 
24  D.  859 ;  Collins  v.  North  British 
Bank,  1850,  13  D.  349,  1  Macq.  369. 


(d)  Same  cases ;  andaee  /n^iuv-  ^^' 
ylas,  1861, 23  D. 561 ;  TuUock  j.Datid- 
son,  20  D.  1045, 1319,  aff.  186(K  ^iD- 
(H.  of  L.)  7,  3  Macq.  783 ;  Nat  Ex,  Co. 
v.  Drew,  1860, 23  D.  1 ;  Ledie  r.  I w 
den,  etc,  1856, 18  D.  1046 ;  MacAUHtr 
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accredited  agents,  but  the  parties  to  whom  the  whole  of  the  execu- 
tive management  is  entrusted,  the  public  as  well  as  the  shareholders 
are  entitled  to  expect  that  these  officials  will  faithfully  discharge 
their  daties,  and  make  no  representations  regarding  the  company  or 
the  state  of  its  afFairs  which  are  inconsistent  with  the  fact.  It  has 
accordingly  been  held,  that  when  directors  published  fraudulent 
reports  as  to  the  state  of  the  company  affairs,  calculated  to  raise 
the  credit  of  the  concern,  and  to  induce  strangers  to  become  share- 
holders, they  were  liable  in  damages  to  any  one  purchasing  shares 
and  suffering  loss  thereby,  even  although  the  shares  should  have 
been  purchased  neither  from  the  company  nor  from  any  of  them- 
selves who  prepared  the  reports.  And  to  this  effect  it  was  further 
held  to  be  sufficient  publication,  that  the  reports  in  question  were 
presented  to  or  circulated  among  the  shareholders  (a).  To  ground 
this  liability,  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  directors  shall  be  proved 
to  have  been  guilty  of  direct  fraud ;  it  is  enough  that  they  have 
been  chargeable  with  gross  neglect  of  duty  in  making  proper  in- 
vestigations into  the  state  of  the  company  affairs,  and  with  reporting 
notwithstanding  to  the  shareholders  that  a  proper  investigation  had 
been  made  (b).  Nor  does  it  make  any  difference  that  the  parties 
imposed  upon  were  already  shareholders,  and  had  only  been  induced 
to  involve  themselves  still  further  by  the  purchase  of  additional 
shares ;  for  the  management  of  the  company  being  entirely  confided 
to  the  directors,  a  shareholder  is  in  a  matter  of  this  kind  as  much  a 
stranger  as  one  of  the  public  (c). 

It  sometimes  happens  that  directors  or  other  managing  officials 
enter  into  contracts  with  strangers  as  for  the  company,  but  which, 
from  being  tdira  vires  of  their  agency  or  of  the  constitution  of  the 
company,  do  not  bind  it.  If,  in  such  circumstances,  the  stranger 
suffers  loss  or  damage,  the  directors  by  whom  he  was  misled  are 
justly  liable  to  him  in  indemnity  (d).     This,  however,  would  hardly 

v.  Alexander,  1843,  5  D.  580;  Maxton  Johnstone,  aa  revd.  1862,  24  D.  (H.  of 

V.  Muir,  1846,  7  D.  1006 ;  Graham  v.  L.)  10,  4  Macq.  424. 

iVorrt  British  Bank,  1849, 11 D.  1166;  (h)  Nat.  Ex,  Co.  v.  Drew,  1860,  23 

Baird  v.  RosSj  1866,  2  M*Q.  61.  D.   1 ;    Dobhie  v.   Johnstone,  supra  ; 

(a)  TuUoch  V.  Davidson,  1868,  20  Inglis  v.  Douglas,  supra;   Cullen  v. 

D.  1045,  aff.  1860,  22  D.  (H.  of  L.)  Johnstone,  supra. 

7,  3  Macq.  783.     See  also  Dobhie  v.  (c)  CuUen  v.  Johnstone,  supra. 

Johnstone,  1869,  21  D.  624 ;  Inglut  v.  (d)  3P2lwham  v.  Johnstone,  1852, 

Douglas,  1861,  23  D.  661  ;  Cullen  v.  14  D.  322. 
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hold  good  in  the  case  of  shareholders ;  for  it  might  be  truly  said 
that  they  were  bound  to  know  the  rules  and  constitution  of  their 
own  company. 

Any  shareholder  or  stranger  who  suffers  from  the  malversation 
of  directors  has  a  title  to  sue  them,  and  it  is  not  necessary  that  the 
company  should  be  made  a  party  to  the  action  either  as  pursuer  or 
defender  (a).  Yet  where,  by  the  constitution  of  the  company,  the 
evils  complained  of  may  be  redressed  without  judicial  proceedings, 
a  shareholder  will  not  be  allowed  to  single  out  individual  directors 
and  sue  them,  before  availing  himself  of  the  other  modes  of  remedy 
provided  for  this  purpose  (b). 

But  as  directors  are  not  in  that  character  partners  with  each 
other,  they  are  not  liable  for  each  other^s  malversations  or  dere- 
lictions of  duty,  unless  they  can  somehow  or  other  be  identified 
therewith,  or  have  been  guilty  of  such  supineness  or  negligence  as 
permitted  the  others  without  check  to  act  in  the  manner  complained 
of  (c).     All,  however,  who  have  joined  in  an  act  of  fraud  will  be 

held  liable  ((0.    * 

On  the  other  hand,  the  party  aggrieved,  whether  a  stranger  or 
a  shareholder,  is  not  bound  to  call  as  defenders  all  the  directors 
who  have  been  guilty  of  the  acts  complained  of.  They  are  each 
liable  singidi  in  solidumy  and  if  cast  in  damages  must  find  their 
relief  against  their  associates  as  best  they  may  (e). 

It  may  here  be  noticed,  that  the  duties  of  directors  do  not 
always  terminate  by  their  renunciation  of  office.  This  is  especiaDy 
true  of  such  duties  as  are  incumbent  on  them  as  trustees  for  the 
company.  Thus  a  director,  in  whose  name  as  trustee  for  the 
company  its  property  had  been  vested,  was  held  bound  after  ha 
retirement  from  office  to  concur  when  required  in  a  conveyance  of 
such  property,  though  he  was  found  entitled  to  have  the  fact  of 
his  being  no  longer  a  director  mentioned  in  the  deed  (/). 


(a)  TuUoch  V.  Davidson^  Dohhie  v. 
Johnstone^  Inglis  v.  Douglas,  CuUen  v. 
Johnstone,  and  Western  Bank  v.  Bairds, 
supra, 

(b)  Orr  V.  Glasgow,  etc,  Ba,  Co., 
1857,  20  D.  832,  aff.  1860,  3  Maoq. 
799,  and  22  D.  (H.  of  L.)  10. 

(c)  Inglis  v.  Douglas,  CuUen  v.  John- 
stone, Western  Bank  v.  Bairds,  supra. 


(d)  Inglis  v.  Douglas,  and  oth<T 
cases,  supra. 

(e)  TuUoch  v.  Davidson,  «gwi; 
LesUe  v.  Lumsden,  1861,  U  D.  213; 
Western  Bank  v.  Douglas,  etc.,  \S^\ 
22  D.  447. 

(/)  Stewart  v.  Gloag,  1837, 16  S. 
86  ;  aff.  1839,  M'L.  and  R  721. 
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PRELIMINARY. 


Th£  rights  and  obligations  of  partners  or  shareholders,  and  of  firms  Division  of 
or  public  companies,  are  of  two  kinds — ^those  inter  sociosy  and  those  obligations, 
with  the  world.  They  are  likewise  distinguishable  into  two  classes 
with  reference  to  their  nature  and  origin  :  one  class  arising  out  of 
the  very  nature  of  the  partnership  relation,  and  being  recognised 
and  enforced  as  such  by  the  common  law ;  the  other  emanating 
directly  from  public  authority,  destined  for  some  special  purpose, 
and  attaching  to  some  particular  association. 

When  men  associate  themselves  into  private  firms  or  public  Principle  of 
companies  for  the  acquisition  of  mercantile  gain,  their  object  is  to  obligations 
obtain  the  largest  possible  return  for  their  contributions,  at  the  *  "'*^^*- 
least  possible  risk  of  liability  or  loss.      This  principle  infers  the 
existence  of  certain  rights  and  corresponding  obligations  inter  socioa^ 
of  which  it  forms  at  once  the  ground  and  the  measure;  and  if 
steadily  kept  in  view,  it  affords  a  ready  means  of  ascertaining  what 
these  rights  and  obligations  are,  and  in  what  manner  they  are  to  T>e 
exercised  and  enforced.     Thus,  to  share  in  the  management,  and  to 
have  free  access  to  the  books  of  the  company,  to  call  his  associates 
to  account  for  their  intromissions,  to  check  their  malversation,  to 
terminate  the  partnership  relation,  and  to  apply  for  judicial  aid  to 
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protect  his  interests  if  other  measures  fail,  are  rights  so  necessary 
to  secure  a  partner  in  his  due  share  of  profits  and  to  protect  him 
against  loss  or  absolute  ruin,  that  it  is  very  plain  no  partnersliip 
which  did  not  confer  these  rights  on  its  members  in  some  form  or 
other,  would  ever  be  entered  into  by  a  man  of  ordinary  prudence. 
But  since,  on  the  other  hand,  the  success  of  the  common  under- 
taking, and  consequently  the  profits  of  each  member,  depend  in  a 
most  important  degree  on  the  mode  in  which  these  rights  are  exer- 
cised, and  since  they  are  capable  of  being  abused  so  as  to  defeat 
the  very  ends  they  were  intended  to  serve,  the  same  principle  points 
out  the  mode  of  their  exercise,  and  requires  that  they  shall  be  used 
with  discretion,  conformably  to  the  nature  of  the  undertaking,  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  contract,  and  in  such  a  way 
as  not  to  injure  or  compromise  the  general  welfare. 

In  unincorporated  associations  these  rights  and  obligations  are 
regulated  by  the  common  law,  which  is  the  ordinary  form  in  which 
the  principle  above  enunciated  finds  expression ;  but  independently 
of  this,  they  generally  form  the  subject  of  special  provisions  in  the 
company  contract,  defining  the  manner  in  which  they  are  to  be 
exercised  conformably  with  the  nature,  purpose,  and  constitution  of 
the  association.  As  we  shall  afterwards  see,  they  are  also  sometimes 
limited  both  as  to  extent  and  mode  of  exercise;  bat  when  this  is  the 
case,  the  Courts  will  not  enforce  such  limitations  on  the  implied 
rights  of  a  partner  so  as  to  afford  a  cover  for  fraud  or  to  defeat  the 
ends  of  the  partnership.  In  corporations,  the  rights  and  obligations 
of  the  members  are  almost  always  regulated  by  the  charter  or 
special  act ;  but  where  the  incorporating  instrument  is  silent,  they 
fall  to  be  determined  in  all  respects  as  in  unincorporated  assoda- 
tions,  except  in  regard  to  the  power  of  dissolution. 
Rights  and  The  rights  and  oblif^ations  of  companies  and  their  members  in 

obligations  i^^  ,     .  ,  i  i.  i  .  i  J 

relation  to  the  relation  to  the  public  are  determined  by  the  same  principles  and 
rules  of  the.  common  law  as  regulate  the  dealings  of  individuals 
with  each  other ;  but  in  order  to  apply  these  properly,  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind,  that  companies  being  possessed  of  a  separate  person, 
their  rights  and  obligations  are  in  many  respects  distinct  from  those 
of  their  members ;  and  that  certain  rights  and  obligations  attach  to 
partners  or  shareholders  as  such,  which  but  for  this  character  they 
would  not  possess.    No  conventional  provisions  in  the  instrument 
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of  formation,  extending,  limiting,  or  modifying  the  rights  and  obli- 
gations of  anincorporated  companies  or  their  members,  are  of  the 
smallest  avail  in  questions  with  the  world ;  the  publicity  necessary 
to  form  the  basis  of  a  contract  to  that  effect  being  wanting.  To 
give  effect  to  such  provisions,  they  must  be  shown  to  have  been 
known  and  assented  to  by  the  party  who  is  sought  to  be  brought 
under  their  operation.  The  privileges,  however,  of  companies  and 
their  members  may  be  extended,  and  their  liabilities  restricted  in 
relation  to  the  public,  to  any  extent,  by  the  action  of  the  Legislature, 
and  within  certain  limits  by  that  of  the  Crown.  Special  acts, 
charters,  and  registration,  are  the  familiar  modes  by  which  these 
ends  are  attained.  But  it  must  be  observed,  that  as  such  privileges 
and  exemptions  are  encroachments  on  the  common  law,  and  con- 
sequently on  the  general  rights  of  the  public,  they  will  be  strictly 
construed,  and  rather  against  than  in  favour  of  the  corporation. 

When  a  company  is  vested  with  special  powers  or  privileges  by  Exclusive 
public  authority,  certain  corresponding  obligations  are  necessarily  aggressive 
imposed  upon  it,  either  expressly  or  by  implication ;  for  as  such  ^^^^' 
powers  and  privileges  are  encroachments  on  the  rights  of  the  public 
at  large,  they  are  never  conferred  except  for  the  purpose  of  benefit- 
ing the  public  in  some  special  and  important  manner. 

In  order  to  make  £Cood  their  ris^hts,  and  to  maintain  their  inte-  Bigbts  to  me 

.  1        .   i_       i?  .  .  .  and  defend, 

rests,  partners  and  companies  have  the  right  of  appearing  judicially, 
and  of  suing  and  defending,  not  only  in  questions  with  the  public, 
but  also  in  matters  arising  inter  socioa.  In  this  respect  the  laws  of 
England  as  applicable  to  private  firms  and  unincorporated  associa- 
tions are  highly  defective,  and  often  powerless  to  attain  the  ends  of 
justice ;  but  from  the  recognition  of  the  separate  person,  difficulties 
of  a  similar  kind  seldom  present  themselves  in  this  country,  though 
they  may  occasionally  be  found.  In  both  countries,  the  rights  and 
privileges  possessed  by  corporations  either  at  common  law  or  by 
special  statute  prevent  the  occurrence  of  such  anomalies. 

In  proceeding  with  the  examination  of  the  various  matters  which  Mode  of  treat- 

-  ,  1.1.1  11  1    11   1.1  .         ing  the  subject. 

form  the  subject  of  the  present  book,  we  shall  begin  by  treatmg 
generally  of  the  rights  and  obligations  of  partners  and  shareholders 
in  questions  intei*  socios^  and  in  relation  to  the  world ;  we  shall  then 
consider  the  rights  and  obligations  of  companies  in  reference  to 
their  members  and  to  the  public ;  and  having  thus  given  a  general 
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view  of  the  subject,  we  shall  proceed  to  examine  more  particularly 
and  in  detail,  such  rights  and  obligations  as  well  as  such  doctrines 
as  from  their  importance  demand  special  attention.  In  condosion, 
we  shall  endeavour  to  explain  the  doctrines  applicable  to  exclusive 
privileges  and  aggressive  powers,  and  examine  the  statutory  provi- 
sions upon  this  subject  furnished  by  the  Consolidation  Acts.  The 
rights  of  companies  and  their  members  to  sue  and  be  sued,  and 
the  legal  measures  by  which  their  rights  and  obligations  may  be 
enforced,  will  form  the  subject-matter  of  the  following  book. 
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CHAPTER  11. 

GENERAL  VIEW  OP  THE  RIGHTS  AND  OBLIGATIONS  OP 
PARTNERS  AND  SHAREHOLDERS  IN  RELATION  TO  THE 
COMPANY,  TO  EACH  OTHER,  AND  TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

As  we  have  already  seen,  the  rights  and  obligations  of  partners  or  Division  of 
shareholders  are  twofold,  viz.  those  inter  sociosy  and  those  in   a  ^  ^^ 
question  with  the  public.    We  shall  proceed  to  consider  them  in 
that  order. 

I.   INTER  SOOIOS. 

The  principle  which  lies  at  the  root  of  all  such  rights  and  Principle  of 
obligations,  and  which  must  in  dubio  regulate  and  define  them,  is,  obligations 
as  we  have  already  stated,  the  following:  that  as  persons  associating 
for  the  purpose  of  mercantile  gain  have  for  their  object  to  obtain 
the  largest  possible  return  for  their  contributions,  at  the  least 
possible  risk  of  loss  or  liability,  they  must  be  held  to  possess,  in 
relation  to  each  other,  all  the  rights,  and  to  be  subject  to  all  the 
obligations,  which  the  attainment  of  that  object  necessarily  implies. 
The  manner  in  which  this  principle  finds  expression  in  the  rules 
of  the  common  law,  in  statutory  enactments,  and  in  conventional 
arrangements  or  usages,  will  be  explained  and  illustrated  in  the 
present  chapter,  and  generally  throughout  the  remainder  of  the 
present  book. 

One  of  the  most  important  rights  which  a  partner  can  possess,  Riffhttocompei 
and  one  indeed  which  in  itself  may  be  said  to  embrace  all  the  itnlm^t^ 
others,  is  that  of  insisting  that  the  agreed  upon  conditions  and  ^°'™**^°'^- 
provisions  of  the  contract,  whatever  these  may  be,  shall  be  rigidly 
adhered  to  and  faithfully  carried  out.     It  consequently  forms  a 
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fundamental  principle  of  partnership  law  in  all  its  ramifications, 
that  no  change  can  be  made  in  the  original  contract,  whatever  its 
form  may  have  been,  against  the  wishes  of  a  single  partner  or 
member.  Hence  any  partner  may  object  to  an  alteration  in  the 
purposes  of  the  undertaking,  the  nature  of  the  business,  the  sphere 
of  action  within  which  it  is  to  be  carried  on,  ^e  amount  of  capital, 
or  the  mode  of  management  in  essential  points,  and  to  any  change 
of  membership  in  private  firms  (a). 

Provisions  are  often  contained  in  the  instrument  of  formation, 
by  which  a  majority  of  the  members  are  empowered  to  make 
considerable  alterations  in  some  or  all  of  the  matters  referred  to; 
and  when  this  is  the  case,  resolutions  to  that  effect,  passed  in 
conformity  with  the  prescribed  rules,  will  bind  dissenting  minori- 
ties. Yet  this  does  not  form  any  exception  to  the  principle  above 
stated ;  for  the  entrusting  of  such  powers  to  majorities  forms,  in 
the  case  supposed,  a  part  of  the  original  contract  to  which  all  have 
assented. 

In  private  partnerships,  the  success  of  the  company  business 
often  depends  as  much  or  more  on  the  personal  qualities  of  the 
individual  partners,  than  on  the  amount  of  their  pecuniary  contri- 
butions; and  whatever  skill  or  aptitude  for  business  a  man  may 
possess,  the  fact  of  his  being  personally  disliked  by  his  copartners 
would  effectually  prevent  that  harmonious  working  together  which 
is  an  essential  condition  of  success  in  all  combined  operations.  It 
is  therefore  a  fundamental  principle  of  the  law  of  private  partner- 
ships, that  no  person  can  be  introduced  into  the  concern  against 
the  will  of  a  single  member  {h).  Hence  heirs  and  executors  have 
no  right,  as  such,  to  become  partners  with  the  aocii  of  a  deceased 
partner  (c) ;  and  death  or  bankruptcy  of  partners,  and  the  marriage 
of  a  female  partner,  operate  a  dissolution  in  the  absence  of  a 
stipulation  to  the  contrary ;  for  the  effect  of  such  incidents  wonid 
otherwise  be  to  introduce  a  new  partner  without  the  consent  of  the 
others  (d). 

Every  partner  must  make  good  his  stipulated  contribntion  of 

(a)  Sclanders  v.  Kennedy,  1833,  11  Company^  20  D.   327,    aff.  I860,  8 

S.  279.     See  also  ante,  pp.  72,  191-4  ;  Macq.  799. 
Edinburgh    and   Newhaven    Railway  (h)  2  Bellas  Com.  620. 

Company  v.  Sprott,  1842,  4  D.  1469  ;  (c)  Ihid. 

Orr  V.  Glasgow,  Airdrie,  etc.,  Railway  (</)  See  Diflsolution. 
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money,  goods,  property,  connection,  etc. ;  and  every  incoming  partner, 
snch  premium  or  other  consideration  as  he  may  have  covenanted 
to  pay.  Stipulated  deposits  and  calls,  made  in  conformity  with  the 
provisions  of  the  contract,  form  obligations  against  such  as  join 
public  companies  (a).  Failure  or  refusal  to  fulfil  such  obligations 
will  ground  action  against  the  offending  partner  at  the  company's 
instance,  and  may  afford  good  reason  for  dissolution  in  private 
copartneries.  In  public  companies,  and  also  in  ordinary  trading 
firms,  it  is  often  provided  that  offences  of  this  kind  shall  warrant 
the  company  to  exercise  the  right  of  expulsion  or  forfeiture  of 
shares,  or  to  withhold  dividends  until  the  obligation  is  fulfilled  (b). 

The  fact  of  enterin£r  into  partnership  may  sometimes  amount  Waiver  of  pre- 

^^  *,  *  "  -ii  vious  claims 

to  a  waiver  of  all  previous  claims  between  those  who  become  inferred  from 

1        i»  •!_      •  constituting 

partners.    Such  an  arrangement  may  be  a  mode  of  contribution ;  partnershipu 
or  a  discharge  of  his  debt  may  have  been  the  premium  in  respect 
of  which  the  debtor  agreed  to  become  a  partner  with  his  creditor. 
When  such  questions  present  themselves,  they  ought  to  be  deter- 
mined by  a  jury  (c). 

All  partners,  whether  active,  latent,  or  dormant,  are  entitled  Sharing  in 

.     ^  1  .        -I  1  !•  management. 

to  take  part  m  the  company  management,  to  have  free  access  to 
and  inspection  of  the  books  and  accounts,  and  to  receive  full 
information  from  their  copartners  on  every  particular  relating  to 
the  affairs  of  the  company.  Even  in  public  companies  these  rights 
can  never  be  eliminated,  though  they  may  be  subjected  to  such 
roles  and  restrictions  as  have  been  assented  to  by  all  for  the  general 
good.  But  in  the  exercise  of  these  rights,  shareholders  no  less 
than  partners  are  entitled  to  do  nothing  which  may  compromise 
the  mterests  of  the  company  (d). 

In  aU  matters  relative  to  the  common  interest,  partners  are  BonafiUs. 
bound  to  conduct  themselves  towards  each  other  with  th^  utmost 
fidelify  and  good  faith.  They  are  bound  to  the  company  as  an 
agent  is  to  his  principal ;  they  must  not  benefit  themselves  at  the 
expense  of  its  interests,  and  they  have  no  right  to  publish  its 
affairs  in  a  way  detrimental  to  its  welfare  («). 

(a)  RightB  and  Obligations  of  Com-      1831,  5  W.  and  S.  16 ;  7  BHgh  N.  S. 
panies.  432,  as  reversing  7  S.  650. 

(&)  See  p.  153  et  seq,  (d)  See  postea,  *  Right  to  share  in 

(c)  Thomson  v.  CanipheWs  Trustees^      Management,*  p.  385. 

(e)  See  p.  829  ei  seq. 
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Improprieties  of  this  kind  subject  the  offending  member  in 
damages,  and  in  private  firms  may  perhaps  form  a  good  ground  for 
dissolution  (a).  Partners  are  bound  to  communicate  to  the  com- 
pany any  profits  or  advantages  which  they  may  have  secured  by 
making  use  of  its  capital,  interest,  or  connection  (6). 
Accounting.  Partners  are  entitled  to  call  their  fellows  to  account  for  their 

whole  intromissions  with  the  company  property  and  assets,  and  are 
bound  to  answer  in  like  manner  at  the  suit  of  the  company.  In 
actions  of  this  kind  between  the  company  and  its  partners,  the 
difficulties  and  embarrassments  which  arise  in  the  law  of  England 
from  the  non-recognition  of  the  quasi  person,  are  very  little  felt 
in  Scotland  (c). 
Contribution  Partners  are,  moreover,  entitled  to  be  indemnified  for  all  losses 

aiH  in  enmity.  Jq^j^jj^^^j  j^y  them  ou  accouut  of  the  concern,  under  deduction  of 

the  share  falling  to  themselves ;  they  are  likewise  entitled  to  be 
relieved  of  all  obligations  which  they  have  undertaken  for  the 
company  with  the  consent  or  approval  of  their  copartners;  and 
to  be  repaid  all  advances  or  loans  which  they  have  made  to  the 
company  over  and  above  their  own  stipulated  amount  of  con- 
tribution (d). 
Right  to  A  partner  is  entitled  to  interest  on  advances  or  loans  of  money 

interest  on  i     i  •  /»#••• 

adyanccfl.  made  by  him  to  the  firm ;  for  he  is  entitled  to  deal  with  it  as  with 

a  third  party;  and  it  is  said  that  he  may  demand  interest  on 
advances  made  in  bona  Jide  for  partnership  purposes,  when  this  was 
done  without  the  direct  authority,  and  even  without  the  knowledge, 
of  his  fellows  («).  This  would  seem,  however,  to  be  law  only  in 
special  circumstances  (/).  It  would  seem  that  a  partner  is  entitled 
to  interest  on  dividends  not  paid  within  a  reasonable  time,  unless 
he  has  forfeited  this  claim  by  tnora  or  acquiescence  (^).  This  may, 
however,  be  otherwise  fixed  in  the  contract  or  incorporating  instru- 
ment.    It  is  very  doubtful  w^hether  interest  is  due  ea  lege  on  unpaid 

(a)  See  antea,  p.  182  et  seq.,  and  (e)  See  Denton  v.  Eodk^  3  Camp. 

Pender  v.  Henderson  and  Co,^  1864,  2  496 ;   ex  parte  Chippendale,  4  De  G. 

Macph.  1428.  Mac.  and  G.  36 ;  ex  parU  BignM 

(h)  Last  references,  and  p.  380.  22  Beav.  143 ;  Oollyer,  p.  231. 

(c)  See  *  Actions  between  Partners  (/)  See  Stevens  v.  Cook,  6  E.  Jw* 
and  the  Company.^  N.  S.  1415. 

(d)  See  *  Contribution  and  Indem-  (g)  Ballandene  v.    Glasgow  Union 
nity,'  and  Shaw's  Beirs  Prin.  s.  870.  Bank,  1839,  1  D.  1170. 
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fflODej  contributions  until  they  have  been  constituted  by  action. 
This,  however,  is  often  regulated  by  the  company  contract  (a). 

The  right  to  share  profits  is  so  necessary  to  the  very  existence  of  Right  to  Drofits 
the  partnership  relation,  that,  except  in  very  special  circumstances, 
it  cannot  be  forfeited.  The  same  is  true  of  dividends  in  public 
companies;  and  therefore  clauses  and  provisions  of  forfeiture,  which 
are  frequently  inserted  in  the  special  acts  or  other  instruments  of 
formation  (6),  will  be  very  strictly  interpreted. 

Unless  in  the  case  of  a  special  contract,  partners  are  not  entitled  No  right  to 

fi  •  111  /  \      mi  •      remuneration 

to  any  remuneration  for  services  rendered  to  the  company  (c).   This  for  services, 
rule,  however,  does  not  seem  to  apply  to  public  companies  formed 
into  proper  corporations. 

The  company  being  a  separate  person,  is  alone  entitled  to  demand  Rights  of  part- 
satisfaction  of  its  debts,  rights,  and  claims.  Hence  no  partner,  nor  company  debts, 
any  number  of  partners,  are  entitled  to  sue  as  individuals  for  that 
which  is  due  only  to  the  company  (d) ;  and  hence,  though  partners 
are  entitled  to  raise  action  in  the  company  name,  the  action  will  be 
dismissed  if  it  is  found  that  they  are  doing  so  without  authority,  or 
to  serve  their  own  purposes  (e).  This  holds  good  not  only  in  ques- 
tions with  the  public,  but  in  questions  between  the  partners  them- 
selves. Thus,  one  of  the  two  partners  of  a  company  was  held  not 
entitled  in  his  own  name,  or  in  that  of  the  company,  to  insist  in  a 
summary  process  against  his  copartner  for  removing  him  from  a 
house,  into  possession  of  which  he  had  been  put  as  a  partner  and 
manager  of  the  company,  though  the  house  was  vested  in  the  person 
of  the  partner  pursuing  for  behoof  of  the  company  (/).  For  the 
same  reason,  if,  pending  an  action  by  a  company,  dissolution  takes 
place,  a  partner  wishing  to  carry  it  on  must  show  that  he  has  been 
authorized  to  do  so  by  the  company  (g). 

It  must  be  observed,  however,  that  when  the  ground  of  action  When  ground 

"  of  action  affects 

is  something  which  affects  the  partner  personally  as  well  as  the  the  partner 

*■  *  '^  individually. 

(a)  See  last  case,  and  *  Calls.'  Matthews^  1834,  13  S.  94;  Scotland  v. 

(6)  See  *  Right  to  share  Profits  and  Walkingshaw,  1830,  9  S.  26 ;  Balfour 

Dividends,'  p.  376,  and  p.  154.  v.  Kerr,  1856,  18  D.  619 ;  Shotts  Iron 

(c)  See  p.  414.  Co,  v.  Hopkirk,  6  S.  399 ;  Malcolm  v. 

(rf)   Scottish  Emigration  Society  v.  West  Lothian  Ra,  Co.,  1835, 13  S.  887. 

Borland,  1856,  18  D.  239.  (/)  Rutherford  v.    Finlayson  and 

(e)  See  Scottish  Emigration  Society  Finlayson,  1828,  7  S.  10. 

T.  Borland,  1855,  18  D.  239 ;  May  v.  (^)  Gibson  v.  Stewart,  1822, 1  S.352. 
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company  of  which  he  is  a  member,  he  will  be  entitled  both  to  sue 
and  defend  in  his  own  name,  whether  the  company  chooses  to 
appear  or  not.  Thus,  when  a  libel  reflects  directly  on  one  partner, 
and  through  him  against  the  firm,  he  will  be  entitled  to  sue  as  an 
individual,  without  prejudice  to  an  action  at  the  instance  of  the 
company;  but  the  conclusions  of  the  first  action  must  be  for  indivi- 
dual damage ;  those  of  the  second,  for  injury  to  the  company  (a). 
And  it  should  seem  that,  though  the  libel  affects  a  partner  more 
particularly  as  such,  he  is  still  entitled  to  an  action  in  his  own 
name  (b) ;  and  so  also  where  a  random  charge  is  made  against  a 
company  without  specification  of  individuals  (c).  An  action  lies 
by  a  shareholder  against  a  person  who  slanders  the  title  to  his 
shares,  and  thereby  causes  him  damage  (d). 

After  dissolution  of  a  firm  by  death,  the  survivor  may  sue  in  the 
company  name  for  its  outstanding  debts  (e) ;  and  if  the  executors  of 
the  deceased  partner  are  dissatisfied  with  the  fitness  of  the  surviyor 
for  this  duty,  their  remedy  appears  to  be  to  apply  to  the  Court  for 
the  appointment  of  a  judicial  factor  (/).  But  the  executors-creditors 
of  a  deceased  partner  have  been  found  to  have  no  right  to  sue  for 
a  debt  said  to  be  due  the  company,  though  the  sole  surviving  part- 
ner was  stated  to  have  disclaimed  all  interest  therein  (g). 

When  a  partner  retires  without  a  dissolution,  he  is  entitled  to 
compel  his  former  partners,  who  still  continue  to  carry  on  the  con- 
cern, to  fulfil  all  the  obligations  which  they  undertook  to  him,  as 
conditions  of  his  retirement;  e.g.  payment  of  an  annuity,  and 
indemnity  against  liability  for  former  or  subsequent  company  obli- 
gations. These  claims  are  not  merely  good  against  his  former 
partners,  but  against  any  other  firm  coming  in  their  place  (h). 


(a)  Harrison  v.  Bevington,  8  C.  and 
P.  708 ;  Haythome  v.  Lawson^  3  C. 
and  P.  196 ;  Forster  v.  Lawson^  8 
Bing.  452 ;  Solomon  v.  Medex^  1  Stark. 
191. 

(6)  Harrison  v.  Bevington^  supra; 
Robinson  v.  Marchant,  7  Q.  B.  918. 

(c)  Le  Fanu  v.  MalcolmsoUy  1  House 
of  Lords  Cases  637.  See  Blaikie  v. 
Duncan,  1857,  19  D.  983 ;  North  of 
Scotland  Banking  Co,  v.  Duncan,  1857, 
19  D.  881. 


(d)  Mdlachy  v.  Soper,  8  Bing.  N.  C 
371. 

(e)  Boyd's  v.  Eraser's  Tr$,,  182-2, 

1  S.  231 ;  2  BeU's  Com.  688;  FT<»f. 

2  K.  and  J.   496 ;   AUen,  4  Madi 
464. 

(/)  See  •Judicial  Factor/ and  'Coo- 
sequences  of  Dissolution.* 

(flp)  Roger  v.  Jamieson,  1838, 16  S. 
418. 

(h)  Alexander  v.  Clarkj  etc.^  IS^-- 
24  D.  823. 
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Though  in  general  a  discharge  to  the  company  is  a  release  to  ciaimsbetween 
the  partners^  yet  this  applies  only  to  company  obligations;  and  ^dividocSfl. 
therefore  an  agreement  between  partners  to  grant  ^  full  and  com- 
petent discharges  to  each  other,  in  full  of  all  bonds,  etc.,  as  indivi- 
duals or  partners/  was  held  not  to  embrace  a  bond  by  one  partner 
to  another  relating  to  a  private  transaction  between  themselves  (a). 

It  is  often  of  great  importance  to  partners  that  they  should  Bight  to 
have  the  power  of  dissolving  the  company  when  they  find  that  it  is  ^^' 
not  working  profitably,  that  a  further  continuance  may  involve 
them  in  heavy  liabilities,  or  that  the  realization  and  division  of  the 
property  is  of  importance  for  their  individual  Interests.  Hence,  in 
all  partnerships  at  will,  every  partner  may  operate  a  dissolution 
when  he  thinks  fit;  and  in  partnerships  for  a  term,  there  are  cer- 
tain cases  in  which,  for  the  common  good  of  all,  the  Court  will 
interfere  to  wind  up  the  concern  (6).  When,  as  is  frequently  the 
case,  the  contract  of  formation  provides  that  a  joint-stock  company 
shall  be  dissolved  on  the  occurrence  of  certain  circumstances,  such  as 
loss  of  a  certain  amount  of  capital,  any  partner  is  entitled  to  raise 
an  action  of  declarator  for  this  purpose,  when  the  contemplated 
event  has  taken  place  (c). 

A  partner  may  lose  the  power  of  insisting  in  his  rights  by  Loss  of  rights. 
delay  amounting  to  acquiescence,  or  by  doing  something  which 
inTolves  ratification  of  the  acts  of  his  copartners.  Thus  when  a 
contract  of  copartnery  provided  that,  on  balances  being  struck  and 
subscribed  at  certain  times,  they  should  be  *  probative,'  it  was  held 
in  an  action  between  representatives  of  partners,  raised  nearly 
thirty  years  after  the  last  doquet,  that  as  the  subscriptions  were 
admitted,  though  not  adhibited  at  the  times  fixed,  the  balances  were 
obligatory  (d).  But  the  right  of  claiming  an  accounting  between 
partners  will  not  readily  be  held  to  have  been  passed  from ;  so  an 
executor  of  a  deceased  partner  was  held  entitled,  fifteen  years  after 
the  company  accounts  had  been  adjusted  and  settled,  to  prove  that 
a  certain  heritable  bond  which  had  not  been  included  in  the 
accounting  had  belonged  to  the  copartnery,  and  to  claim  a  share 

(a)  Crawford  v.  APCormick,  1827,  1850,   13  D.  349 ;  aff.   1852,  15  D. 

2  W.  and  S.  569.  (House  of  Lords)  29,  1  Macq.  369. 

(6)  See  Dissolution.  (d)  Maclaren  or  £air,  e/c,  v.  Lid- 

(c)  North  British  Bank  v.  CoUins,  delVs  Trs.,  1860,  22  D.  373. 
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Compensation 
and  retention. 


therein  (a).  It  is  very  doubtful  whether  any  other  than  the  long 
prescription  applies  to  questions  of  accounting  inter  socios  (6).  A 
partner  may  lose  his  right  to  share  profits  by  having  disclaimed 
the  transaction  out  of  which  they  arose  (c).  Acquiescence,  when 
clearly  established,  will  prevent  partners  from  availing  themselres 
of  the  provisions  even  of  a  special  act.  Thus  where  the  partners 
of  a  canal  company  authorized  a  committee  to  raise  money  on  the 
security  of  the  rates,  which  the  committee  did,  and  expended  the 
money  on  the  canal,  they  were  afterwards  held  barred  by  acqui- 
escence from  insisting  that  the  rates  should  be  applied  prime  loco  in 
extending  the  canal  in  terms  of  their  special  act  {d).  In  one  case, 
where  a  partner  was  found  liable  in  interest  on  unpaid  instalments, 
no  interest  was  allowed  him  on  dividends  which  he  had  allowed  to  lie 
over  without  claiming  them  (e).  The  principle  of  this  decision,  apart 
from  the  special  circumstances,  admits  however  of  grave  doubts. 

Partners  may  plead  compensation  in  mutual  claims  between 
themselves  and  their  companies,  and  in  some  cases  also  in  questions 
with  the  public.  They  have  also  a  right  of  retention  or  lien  on  the 
partnership  property,  for  the  purpose  of  having  it  applied  in  pay- 
ment of  the  debts  of  the  firm ;  and  also  on  the  free  assets,  for 
having  them  applied  in  payment  of  what  may  be  due  the  partners 
respectively,  after  deduction  of  what  is  due  by  them  to  the  firm. 
Both  these  subjects  will  be  afterwards  fully  considered  (/). 


II.   IN  QUESTIONS  WITH  THE  PUBLIC. 


Liability  for 

company 

obligations. 


Not  for  debts 
of  copartners. 


Partners  and  shareholders  are  liable  to  the  public  for  obligations 
constituted  against  the  company ;  and  where  this  liability  is  not 
limited  by  public  authority,  it  extends  to  their  whole  means  and 
estate  {g).  But  it  applies  to  company  obligations  only,  and  has 
therefore  nothing  to  do  with  the  private  debts  of  the  copartners. 


(a)  Lister  v.  Sutor^  1811,  afif.  1815, 
6  Pat.  App.  78. 

(6)  See  Annlay  and  Co,  v.  APInlay 
and  Co,,  1851,  14  D.  162. 

(c)  Pollock's  Representatives  v. 
Buchanan,  1824,  2  S.  581,  and  1825, 
4  8.  39;  aff.  1826,  2  W.  and  S. 
143. 


(d)  Houston  y.  Lady  Montgonnrie. 
1821,  1  8.  179,  See  also  Ztow  v. 
Monkland  Canal  Co,,  1830,  8  S.  826: 
afF.  1831,  5  W.  and  S.  445. 

(e)  Ballandene  v.  GUugotc  6««"« 
Bank,  1839,  1  D.  1170. 

(/)  P.  415  et  seq, ;  p.  4^  et  .«?• 
(g)  See  antea,  pp.  286  et  seg. 
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Thus,  when  two  parties  engaged  in  a  joint  adventure  for  the  pur- 
chase  of  red  property,  the  title  of  which  was  taken  to  them  jointly 
as  pro  indiviso  proprietors,  while  the  profits  and  burdens  were  to  be 
shared  equally  between  them,  it  was  held  that  one  of  the  partners 
who  had  made  a  super  advance  was  preferable  on  the  price  of  part 
of  the  property,  which  was  sold  to  personal  creditors  of  the  other, 
although  they  had  used  inhibition  (a). 

A  person,  however,  cannot  take  advantage  of  this  principle  so  A  partnership 
as  to  escape  from  liability  for  debts  already  contracted,  by  entering  entered  into  so 

1..,.  1  */»-,  X  .asto  escape 

mto  a  partnership  with  conjunct  and  confident  persons.  In  such  from  private 
cases  the  partnership  is  a  mere  blind.  Thus,  in  a  question  with 
the  poinding  creditors  of  a  husband,  it  was  held  that  a  contract  of 
copartnery  between  his  daughter,  wife,  and  father-in-law,  to  carry 
on  the  business  of  a  tavern  formerly  belonging  to  and  carried  on 
by  himself,  and  an  assignation  by  the  father-in-law  to  the  partners 
of  an  execution  of  poinding  twenty  years  previously  of  the  partner- 
ship effects,  did  not  divest  the  husband  of  these  effects  in  a  question 
with  creditors  (b). 

When  an  obligation  is  undertaken  by  a  company  jointly  with  Partners  liable 
other  persons,  whether  companies  or  individuals,  the  company,  in  a  attaching  to 

.,.*  ....  their  company. 

question  with  its  co-obligants,  is  liable  only  for  its  individual  pro 
rata  share,  and  hence  the  liability  of  the  individual  partners  is 
limited  to  that  extent.  Thus,  when  a  bond  for  a  cash-credit  was 
signed  by  a  company  firm  and  the  two  individual  partners,  and  also 
by  another  party  and  the  principal  for  whose  behoof  the  credit  was 
granted,  it  was  held,  in  a  question  of  relief,  that  there  were  only 
two  cautioners,  and  that  the  individual  partners  and  the  company 
were  not  liable  each  in  a  separate  share,  but  together  only  in  one 
share  (c). 

In  their  dealings  with  the  world,  partners  must  conduct  them-  f  artn®™  are 

o  '  *  bonnd  to  deal 

selves  with  truthfulness  and  fairness.    They  must  not  represent  i^onourabiy 

wiin  ine 

the  state  of  the  concern  as  other  than  it  really  is,  so  as  to  induce  public, 
strangers  to  become  members  (d)y  or  to  transact  with  it  under 

(a)ZeiYAv.Penn,1840,2D.633.  See  (c)    Chrvstie  v.  Heid,   1826,  4  S. 

al8oZocibAartv.JPcmer,1842,4D.1253;  372;    and  see  Erskine  v.   Cormack^ 

Pearsm,  Wilson,  and  Co,  v.  Brock,  1842,  1842,  4  D.  1478. 

4D.1509;it«A;v.£^Wer,1843,5D.1279.  ((/)  Dohelly.  Stevens,  3  B.  and  C. 

(b)   Breichan  v.   Muirhead,  1810,  623 ;  Gerhard  v.  Bates,  2  E.  and  B. 

Hume  215.  476  ;  Denton  v.  Great  Nor,  Ra,  Co.,  6 
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erroneous  notions  of  its  credit  or  prospects  (a)  ;  neither  must  tbey 
represent  their  agency  as  more  extensive  than  it  really  is,  so  as  to 
lead  the  public  to  enter  into  transactions  with  them  which  are  not 
binding  on  the  firm,  or  which  it  will  not  ratify  or  adopt  (6).  Such 
proceedings  render  them  justly  liable  in  reparation  and  damages. 
What  partners  undertake  to  do,  they  must  to  the  best  of  their 
ability  perform ;  and  therefore,  if  they  assign  their  shares  to  third 
parties,  neither  they  nor  others  in  their  right  can  treat  the  assigna- 
tion as  a  nullity,  because  some  of  the  conditions  of  transfer  which 
might  have  been  required  in  a  question  with  the  company  have 
not  been  complied  with  (c).  On  the  other  hand,  if  persons  hold 
themselves  out  as  being  partners,  by  statements,  by  acts,  or  even  in 
some  instances  by  significant  silence,  and  thereby  lead  the  public 
to  contract  with  the  company  on  the  faith  of  their  credit,  they 
become  liable  for  its  obligations,  whether  they  be  actually  partners 
or  not  (d). 

E.  and  B.  860 ;   Watson  v.  Charlemont,  (c)  See  HiU  v.   Lindsay,  1847,  10 

12  Q.  B.  856.      See  antea,  pp.  256  D.78;  Macandrew  y.  Robertson,1^2^^ 

and  332.  6  S.  950 ;  Drummond  v.  Hmttr,  1834, 

(a)  See  p.  334.  12  S.  620.     See  antea,  pp.  142-3. 

(6)  See  p.  331.  (d)  See  pp.  57,  52-3-4. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


RIGHTS  AND  OBLIGATIONS  OF  COMPANIES. 

AccOEDiNG  to  the  laws  both  of  Scotland  and  England,  corpora-  General 
tions  are  artificial  but  proper  persons,  and  may  therefore  hold 
rights  and  contract  obligations  in  relation  not  onlj  to  the  public, 
but  to  their  own  members,  irrespective  of  the  units  of  which  for 
the  time  being  they  may  be  composed.  According  to  the  law  of 
Scotland,  unincorporated  associations  formed  for  the  purpose  of 
gam,  such  as  partnerships  and  firms,  are  also  to  certain  effects 
distinguishable  from  their  members,  and  are  therefore  said  to  be 
possessed  of  a  quasi  person,  which  is  capable,  though  in  a  much 
more  limited  sense  than  the  proper  person  of  a  corporation,  of 
acquiring  rights  and  incurring  obligations.  In  England,  those 
rights  and  obligations  are  said  to  be  the  joint  and  several  rights 
and  obligations  of  the  partners.  Practically,  the  English  theory 
produces  in  the  general  case  a  mere  peculiarity  in  the  language 
employed ;  and  as  regards  this  branch  of  the  subject,  will  often  be 
found  a  useful  mode  of  testing  the  real  state  of  questions  inter 
sociosj  even  in  Scottish  law.  But  there  are  some  respects  in  which 
it  produces  legal  rules  essentially  at  variance  with  the  Scottish 
system,  and  indeed  with  common  justice.  This  is  particularly  the 
case  in  legal  proceedings  (a). 


RIGHTS  AND  OBLIGATIONS  IN  RELATION  TO  FORMATION. 

When  two  or  more  persons  have  agreed  to  enter  into  partner-  Enforcement  of 

-.  ,  «  ij«i.'"L  Ja  •  ^^  agreement 

ship,   or  where  a  firm  already  existing  has  agreed  to  receive  a  to  enter  into 

stranger  as  a  new  partner,  an  action  ad  factum  prcestandum  would  ^neraiiy  ^  ^ 

not  lie  in  Scotland,  nor,  unless  in  some  exceptional  cases,  would  a  ^^^^^P®^"^  • 
(a)  See  *  Actions  between  Partners  and  the  Company/ 
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suit  for  specific  performance  be  competent  in  England  (a).   The 
reason  of  this  is,  that  as  partnership  is  a  contract  of  exuberant 
trust,  and  can  only  be  carried  on  successfully  when  the  partners 
give  their  best  and  united  exertions  for  the  furtherance  of  the 
common  good,  nothing  but  disastrous  results  could  be  looked  for 
from  compelling  persons  to  become  partners  against  thdr  will, 
however  groundless  or  fancifid  their  objections  might  be.    Besides, 
in  many  cases  an  enforced  partnership  would   be  practically  a 
nullity :  if  the  agreement  had  been  for  a  partnership  at  will,  it 
would  be  dissolved  by  the  recalcitrant  partner  as  soon  as  formed ; 
and  even  where  it  was  for  a  term,  he  would  generally  have  it  in 
his  power  to  make  his  copartners  only  too  glad  to  be  free  of  the 
connection.     The  remedy,  therefore,  in  all  cases  of  this  kind  is  by 
action  of  damages,  in  which  the  jury  will  award  such  reparation  for 
breach  of  agreement  as,  in  the  whole  circumstances,  appear  to  meet 
the  equity  of  the  case. 

Exception.-'.  Some  exceptions,  however,  appear  to  exist  to  this  doctrine.    The 

chief  of  these  appears  to  be  where  parties  have  become  bound  to 
enter  into  a  partnership,  the  effect  of  which,  when  formed,  would 
be  to  produce  important  legal  consequences  to  themselves  or  third 
parties,  and  without  which  these  consequences  could  not  be  made 
to  emerge  (b). 

Declaratory  There  is  a  class  of  cases  where  the  existence  of  the  partnership 

procedure  ,       ,  ,     ,  , 

generally  meets  relation  is  a  ucccssary  preliminary  to  the  enjoyment  of  certain  rights 

such  cases.  ,  ,  r«,  i 

or  emoluments  by  one  or  more  of  the  partners.  Thus,  where 
profits  have  been  realized  on  a  joint  adventure,  or  on  an  estab- 
lished business,  and  a  party  claims  his  share  in  the  one,  or  seeks 
to  be  found  entitled  to  participate  in  the  management  and  emola- 
ments  of  the  other,  it  is  plain  that  the  establishment  of  the  partner- 
ship relation  must  generally  form  a  condition  precedent  to  sach 
claims.  In  England,  where  the  action  of  declarator  is  unknown, 
such  cases,  if  they  do  not  resolve  into  mere  claims  of  damage,  are 
made  the  subject  of  suits  in  Chancery,  in  which  specific  performance 
of  an  agreement  to  enter  into  a  contract  of  copartnery  is  decreed, 

(a)  Downs  v.   Collins,  6  Ha.  418  ;      Beav.  294 ;  Stocker  v.  Wedderbftrn,  3 
Hervey  v.  Birch^  9  Ves.  357  ;  Maxwell     K.  and  J.  393. 
v.  the  Port-Tenant  Co.,  24  Bcav.495;     "     W  J^iU  v.   TVylie,  1865,  3  Macp. 
Sheffield   Gas    Co,    v.   Uarrison,   17      541.     See    Warner  t.    Ctmning^awi, 

1798,  M,  14603 ;  and  Lindlej  796. 
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so  as  to  form  the  basis  for  the  after  settlement  of  the  respective 
rights  of  parties  (a).  In  Scotland,  the  remedy  in  such  cases  is 
generally  by  action  of  declarator,  in  which  the  nature  of  the  part- 
nership is  ascertained ;  and  this  may  be  coupled  with  conclusions 
of  coant  and  reckoning,  of  damages,  or  of  interdict,  as  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  may  require. 

In  the  case  of  companies,  whether  corporations  or  not,  in  which  Case  of  larger 
the  only  contribution  is  money  or  credit,  and  where  the  element  of 
delectus  personcB  has  consequently  no  existence,  there  does  not  ap- 
pear to  be  the  same  objection  to  enforce  the  giving  or  accepting 
of  shares  when  an  agreement  to  either  effect  has  been  established. 
Cases  have  often  occurred  in  England,  where  a  court  of  equity 
has  decreed  specific  performance  of  a  contract  for  the  purchase  and 
sale  of  shares  (6).  Since  the  Common  Law  Procedure  Act  of 
1854  authorized  the  issue  of  mandamus  to  enforce  implement  of 
any  duty  in  the  performance  of  which  the  applicant  is  interested, 
this  writ  has  been  used  to  compel  a  chartered  company  to  register 
as  a  shareholder  a  person  entitled  to  be  so  registered  (c).  In  Scot- 
land the  same  objects  would  be  accomplished  by  an  action^  of 
declarator,  with  conclusions  ad  factum  prcestandumj  perhaps  in  some 
cases  by  summary  petition  to  the  Court  (d). 

But  while  the  Courts  will  thus  enforce  an  agreement  to  receive  Company  not 

^  ^  yet  formed. 

a  shareholder  in  a  company  already  formed^  it  would  rather  seem 
that  they  will  not  interfere  to  compel  implement  of  a  contract  for 
the  allotment  and  acceptance  of  shares  or  scrip  in  a  company  yet 
to  be  formed  (e).  The  reason  of  this  distinction  is  obvious.  If  a 
public  company  has  been  once  formed  and  in  operation,  the  addition 
of  some  members  whose  only  contribution  is  money  will  make  little 
if  any  practical  difference ;  whereas  when  the  company  is  yet  to  be 

(a)  England  v.   Curling^   8  Beav.  (c)  Norris  v.  Irish  Land  Co.,  8  E. 

129 ;  Webster  v.  Bray,  7  Hare  159 ;  and  B.  512. 

Robinson  v.  Anderson,  20  Beav.  98  ;  (J)  See  Brotvn  v.  Sipne,  1834,  12  S. 

Daie  Y,  Hamilton,  5  Hare  369.  536. 

(6)  5^117  T.  Fisher,  2  De  G.  and  S.  (e)  See  Bluck  v.  Mallalue,  27  Beav. 

U ;  Wynne  v.  Price,  3  De  G.  and  S.  398 ;  Columbine  v.  Chichester,  2  Ph. 

310 ;  Duncufl  v.   Albrecht,  12   Sim.  27  ;    Sheffield  Gas   Co,  v.  Harrison, 

189  ;  WUson  v.  Keating,  5  E.  Jur.  N.  17  Beav.  294  ;   New  Brunswick  and 

S.  815,  M.   R. ;  Cheale  v.  Kenward,  Canada  Ra.  Co.  v.  Muggeridge,  1  Dr. 

3  De  G.  and  J.  27.  and  Sm.  363  ;  Oriental  Steam  Nav. 

Co.  V.  Briggs,  8  E.  Jur.  N.  S.  201. 
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Forms  and 
rules  of  admis- 
feiou  pl(>;i(labk' 
only  by  the 
company. 


Damages  for 
broach  of 
agreement 
to  become  a 
partner. 


formed,  it  may  be  of  as  much  importance  as  in  the  case  of  ordinary 
partnerships  to  have  the  power  of  rejecting  individuals  whose 
influence  or  antecedents  may  prove  seriously  detrimental  to  the 
formation  and  prospects  of  the  future  company.  Besides,  to  compel 
men  to  go  on  to  form  a  joint-stock  company  in  common  with  per- 
sons whose  connection  they  wish,  rightly  or  wrongly,  to  avoid, 
appears  as  inequitable  a  proceeding  as  to  force  those  into  partner- 
ship who  are  distasteful  to  each  other. 

When  certain  rules  or  forms  are  established  by  a  company  to 
be  observed  at  the  admission  of  new  members,  or  at  the  transfer 
of  shares  by  purchase  or  assignment,  their  non-observance  can  be 
founded  on  by  the  company  only,  and  cannot  be  taken  advantage 
of  by  the  other  parties  to  the  transaction  as  a  means  of  avoiding 
their  contract  (a).  It  is  often  made  a  rule  in  companies,  that 
members  intending  to  dispose  of  their  shares  most  give  the  first 
offer  to  the  company.  This  rule  will  be  enforced  where  pleaded 
by  the  company  (6),  but  cannot  be  founded  on  by  the  vendor 
or  vendee  (c).  The  company  may,  however,  be  estopped  from 
founding  on  non-compliance  with  such  regulations  or  conditions  of 
admission  or  transfer,  by  waiver,  by  acquiescence,  or  by  conduct 
inferring  consent  (d). 

Breach  of  agreement  to  become  or  assume  a  partner  grounds  a 
claim  of  damages  to  the  party  aggrieved  (e) ;  but  he  must  libel 
and  prove  the  nature  and  terms  of  the  intended  partnership  (/)• 
Failure  to  implement  an  agreement  to  get  a  man  introduced  into  a 
firm  forms  also  a  relevant  ground  of  action  (g).  An  agreement  to 
take  shares  in  a  company  and  pay  deposits  thereon  gives  a  right  of 
action  for  their  recovery  to  the  company  itself,  if  it  existed  and 
was  contracted  with  at  the  date  of  the  agreement ;  and  to  the  pro- 


(a)  Weatherly  v.  Turnhull,  1824,  3 
S.  61  ;  East  Lothian  Bank  v.  Tumhull^ 
1824,  3  S.  63.     See  antea,  pp.  142-4. 

(li)  Sir  James  Gibson  Craig  v. 
Aitken,  1848,  10  D.  576.  See  anlea, 
pp.  142-3. 

(c)  Mac  Andrew  v.  Robertson,  1828, 
6  S.  950.     See  antea,  pp.  142-4. 

(rf)  Craig  v.  Douglas  and  Co.,  1781, 
2  Paton*8  App.  575,  in  addition  to 
caseB  on  pp.  143-4.     See  also  Morison 


V.  Smith,  1719,  Robert.  App.  249: 
Drummond  v.  Hunter^  1835,  7  W.  and 
S.  564,  aff.  12  S.  620. 

(0  Walker  v.  Harris,  1  Anst  245 , 
Gale  V.  Leckie,  2  Stark.  107 ;  Amlnr* 
V.  Garstin,  10  C.  B.  N.  S.  444. 

(/)  Figes  v.  Cutler,  3  Stark.  N.  P 
C.  139. 

(g)  APNciU  V.  Reid,  9  Biug.  <'^ 
See  also  Morrow  v.  Saunders,  1  Biol, 
and  Bing.  318. 
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moters,  or  those  of  their  number  with  whom  the  agreement  was 
made,  if  the  company  was  not  then  formed  (a). 

A  sum  of  money,  termed  a  premium,  is  often  stipulated  to  be  PremiuniR. 
paid  as  a  consideration  for  taking  a  man  into  partnership,  or  for 
assuming  him  into  a  firm  ab*eady  existing.  Payment  of  this  may 
be  enforced  by  action,  at  the  instance  of  the  parties  to  whom  it  was 
covenanted  to  be  paid,  provided  the  agreement  has  been  carried  out, 
or  the  pursuers  are  ready  and  willing  to  do  so  (i). 

If  the  contract  of  copartnery  be  reduced  on  the  head  of  fraud  When  contract 
on  the  part  of  those  entitled  to  the  premium,  they  cannot  claim  it  mium  cannot 
if  unpaid,  and  if  paid  it  must  be  returned  (c).  If  the  partnership  must'^to^ 
were  stipulated  to  be  for  a  specified  term  of  endurance,  and  it  has  '^  "™®  * 
been  brought  to  a  premature  close  by  the  fault  of  the  party  to 
whom  the  premium  was  to  be  paid,  it  should  seem  that  payment 
cannot  be  enforced  either  by  him  or  his  trustee  in  bankruptcy,  or  at 
least  the  counter  claim  of  damages  may  be  set  oS  against  it  pro 
tanto;  but  if  it  has  been  already  paid,  the  claim  of  the  injured 
partner  is  not  for  repetition,  but  for  damages,  which  will  be  assessed 
with  reference  to  the  whole  circumstances  of  the  case  (d).  In  one 
case,  however,  where,  after  the  partnership  had  continued  for  some 
time,  the  partner  who  had  received  the  premium  brought  about  a 
dissolution  by  making  the  other  bankrupt,  the  latter  was  found 
entitled  to  repayment  (e).  Where  the  partnership  is  terminated 
by  mutual  consent,  or  by  circumstances  which  import  no  blame  to 
either  paiiy,  the  English  courts  have  latterly  adopted  the  rule  of 
apportioning  the  premium,  whether  paid  or  not,  according  to  the 
ratio  between  the  time  which  the  partnership  has  lasted,  and  the 
term  for  which  it  was  agreed  to  endure  (/).  If  no  term  of  endur- 
ance has  been  stipulated  for,  the  receiver  of  the  premium  seems 
suflSciently  to  fulfil  his  part  of  the  agreement  by  the  mere 
constitution  of  the  partnership  relation,  and  will  not  be  liable  in 

(a)  Woolmer  v.  Tohy^  10  Q.  B.  691 ;  (d)  See  previous  cases. 

Duke  V.  Forbes,  1  Ex.  356.  (e)  Hamil  v.  Stokes,  Dan.  20. 

{h)  See  Walker  v.  Harris,  1  Anstr.  (/)  Hirst  v.  Tolson,  2  Mac.  and  G. 

245.  lU ;  Bury  v.  Alkn,  1  CoU.  589 ;  Astle 

(c)  PiUans  v.  Harkness,  Colles  442 ;  v.    Wright,   23   Beav.   77  ;    ex  parte 

Clifford  ▼.   Brooke,  13  Ves.  131 ;  ex  Bayley,  9  B.  and  C.  691 ;  Freeland  v. 

parte  Turquand,  2  M.  D.  and  D.  339.  Stansjield,  2  Sm.  and  G.  479. 
t?ee  CoU.  598,  and  Lindley  58. 
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repetition,  however  early  it  may  be  brought  to  a  close  (a).  Yet 
this  does  not  apply  to  cases  of  fraud ;  and  where  a  person  has  taken 
another  into  partnership,  he  cannot,  as  soon  as  he  has  received  the 
premium,  dissolve  the  concern  and  retain  the  money  (J). 

If  a  number  of  persons  make  deposits  in  the  hands  of  a  com- 
mittee for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  a  proposed  undertaking,  such 
as  the  formation  of  a  joint-stock  company,  some  of  their  number 
cannot  withdraw  their  deposits  against  the  will  of  the  others,  imtil 
the  undertaking  in  which  they  were  all  concerned  has  either  been 
abandoned  or  become  plainly  impracticable  (c) ;  and  even  then 
they  are  only  entitled  to  the  balance  which  remains  on  their 
deposits,  after  deduction  of  the  expenses  or  outlay  already  incurred 
in  efforts  to  form  the  company  (d). 

But  if  the  deposits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a 
company  for  certain  objects  and  upon  certain  conditions,  and  no 
such  company  is  formed,  the  subscribers  will  be  entitled  to  recover 
the  full  amount  of  their  deposits  (e).  In  questions  of  this  kind  it 
is  obviously  a  matter  of  primary  importance  to  ascertain  what  were 
the  exact  terms  of  the  agreement,  and  for  what  specific  purposes  the 
deposits  were  made.  For  if  it  appear  that  a  company  not  differing 
in  essentials  from  that  proposed,  or  exhibiting  greater  variance  than 
was  within  the  discretionary  powers  entrusted  to  the  promoters,  has 
been  de  facto  formed,  a  subscriber  has  no  right  to  recover  his 
deposit.  And  again,  if  expenses  have  been  incurred  in  endeavour- 
ing to  establish  a  company  not  differing  from  that  proposed  except 
in  the  degree  mentioned,  the  depositors  can  only  recover  what 
balance  remains  (/).  Hence  the  contract  must  be  specifically 
libelled,  and  the  documentary  evidence  by  which  it  is  established 
and  defined  must  be  before  the  Court  (g). 


(a)  See  Akhirst  v.  Jackson^  1  Swanst. 
86. 

(6)  FeaOterstonhaugh  v.  Turner^  25 
Beav.  382. 

(c)  Baird  v.  Ross,  1855,  2  Macq.  61, 
reversing  judgment  of  Court  of  Session. 
See  Forth  Marine  Insur.  Co,^  reported 
in  H.  of  L.  as  Bumess  v.  Fennel,  6 
BelFs  App.  541,  and  2  H.  of  L.  Cases 
497  (1849). 

{(T)  Garwood  v.  Ede,  1  Ex.  264  ; 


Baird  v.  Ross,  supra;  Jones  r.  Harri- 
son, 2  Ex.  52 ;  Aldham  v.  Brown,  7  E. 
and  B.  164. 

(c)  Nockels  v.  Crosby,  8  B.  and  C 
814  ;  Walstab  v.  SpotHswoode,  15  M. 
and  W.  501 ;  Ward  v.  Londe^forw^ 
12  C.  B.  252 ;  Coupland,  2  Ex.  68?. 

(/)  Antea,  p.  72. 

(g)  VoOans  v.  Fletcher,  1  Ex.  20; 
Steadman  v.  Arden,  15  M.  and  W.  W7 : 
Clarice  v.  Chaplin^  1  Ex.  26. 
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For  the  same  reasons  as  those  above  stated,  an  agreement  to  When  payment 
pay  deposits  on  shares  cannot  be  enforced  vrhen  the  scheme  has  cannot  be 
proved  abortive,  unless  where  expenses  for  which  the  stipulated 
deposits  were  liable  have  been  bona  fide  incurred  (a)  ;  and  where 
the  company  has  not  started  bj  the  stipulated  time,  a  person  who 
has  agreed  to  pay  deposits  will  not  thereby  necessarilj  escape 
liability,  for  the  failure  maj  be  in  part  owing  to  his  own  delay  to 
implement  his  agreement  (6). 

Where  a  member  of  a  corporation  has  made  a  payment  to  it  Erronoous 

payments. 

which  was  illegal  in  the  o£Sce-bearers  to  exact,  the  mere  fact  of  his 
having  sanctioned  its  exaction  from  others,  while  in  ignorance  of 
its  illegality,  will  not  bar  his  right  to  have  it  returned  when  the 
impropriety  is  discovered  (c). 


RIGHT  TO  DISPOSE  OF  COMPANY  PBOPEBTY. 

Unincorporated  companies  may  dispose  of  their  property  in  any  Power  of 
way  they  see  fit,  so  long  as  this  is  not  objected  to  by  a  member  dispose  of  the 
founding  on  some  prohibition  contained  in  their  contract  of  forma-  property, 
tion.  The  case  is  different  with  corporations.  These  associations 
cannot  alienate  property  which  they  hold  in  virtue  of  their  incor- 
porating instrument,  and  the  possession  of  which  is  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  ends  and  purposes  for  which  they  have  been 
incorporated.  Thus  it  is  uUra  vires  of  a  burgh  to  sell  the 
patronage  of  a  church  forming  part  of  the  common  good  of  the 
corporation  (d).  It  would  be  in  like  manner  incompetent  for  a 
railway  company  to  sell  the  undertaking,  or  part  of  the  lands  which 
they  have  obtained  under  their  aggressive  powers,  and  which  are 
necessary  for  the  purposes  of  their  traffic  (e).  For  the  same  reason 
it  was  held  incompetent  for  a  creditor  of  the  governor  of  the  York 
Buildings  Company  to  retain  the  seal  and  charter  of  the  company 
in  security  of  debts  due  by  the  company  to  him  (/). 

(a)  Duke  v.  Andrews^  2  Ex.  290.  (e)  Dundee  Union  Bank  v.  Dundee 

(b)  Duke  V.  Forbes,   1  Ex.  856;  and   Newtyle    Ra.   Co,,   1844,   6  D. 
Aldham  v.  Brown,  7  E.  and  B.  164.  521. 

(c)  Porteous  v.  Cordiners  of  Glas-  (/)  York  Buildings  Co,  v.  Robertson, 
gow,  1880,  8  S.  908.  1805,  Mor.  No.  2,  Hypothec,  13  F.  0. 

(d)  Wallace  v.   Magistrates  of  St      492. 
Andrews^  1824,  2  S.  629. 
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RIGHTS  AND  OBLIGATIONS  IN  SURETYSHIP  AND  GUARANTEE. 


Ouarantco  and 
puretysliip. 


Whon  an  indi- 
vidual tmdcs 
as  a  company. 


Where  parties 
aro  really  dis- 
tinct. 


Tlie  rights  and  obligations  of  companies  in  relation  to  guaran- 
tees and  cautionary  obligations  are  radically  the  same  with  those 
attaching  to  ordinary  individuals.  In  some  respects,  however,  dis- 
tinctions and  peculiarities  exist  which  must  here  be  noticed. 

Wliere  an  individual  trades  under  the  name  of  a  firm  of 
which  he  is  the  sole  partner,  guarantees  and  cautionary  obligations 
granted  by  him  in  the  company  name  bind  him  individually  (a). 
E  converso,  if  a  guarantee  be  given  for  furnishings  to  be  made  to 
the  fictitious  firm,  it  will  cover  furnishings  made  to  the  sole  partner. 
Thus,  where  J.  W.  carried  on  business  under  the  firm  of  J.  W. 
and  Co.,  of  which  he  was  the  sole  partner,  it  was  held  that  a 
guarantee  for  furnishings  to  J.  W.  and  Co.  covered  furnishings  to 
J.  W.  (b).  And  it  has  even  been  decided  that  the  cautioner  in  a 
cash  credit  for  all  bills  on  which  the  name  of  C.  F.  appeared  was 
liable  for  bills  accepted  by  him  under  the  firm  of  C.  F.  and  Co., 
of  wliich  he  was  the  sole  partner  (c).  The  soundness  of  this 
decision  has,  however,  been  doubted  (d). 

If  the  parties  are  really  distinct,  the  obligation  will  only  applj 
to  the  one  by  whom  or  for  whom  it  was  granted.  Thus,  where  a 
party  granted  a  letter  of  guarantee  addressed  to  Watson  and  Co., 
which  the  principal  obligant  delivered  to  Watson,  M'Knight,  and 
Co.,  who  made  furnishings  to  him  on  the  faith  of  it,  it  was  held  that 
although  a  firm  of  Watson  and  Co.  had  existed  and  been  dissolved 
only  a  few  days  before  the  date  of  the  letter,  and  this  dissolution 
was  not  known  to  the  party,  yet  that  the  firm  Watson,  M^Knight, 
and  Co.  had  no  action  against  him  on  the  letter,  though  consistbg 
of  the  same  partners  as  Watson  and  Co.  with  the  addition  of 
M'Knight,  and  carrying  on  the  same  business  and  in  the  same  pre- 
mises as  had  been  done  by  Watson  and  Co.  (e).  Where  a  person 
carries  on  business  in  his  own  name,  but  de  facto  in  partnership 
with  others,  a  cautioner  for  him  in  the  line  of  trade  prosecuted  bv 

(a)  See  p.  238.  (d)  More's  Stair  107. 

(6)  Rose  V.  Moore  and  Sim,  183.S,  (e)  Boivie  v.  WaUtony  M^KnighU  at^^ 

11  S.  344.  Co.,  1840,  2  D.  1061. 

(c)  Booth  V.  Commercial  Bank^  1823, 
2  S.  273. 
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the  company  is  entitled  to  relief  against  the  company,  and  all  those 
composing  it  (a). 

Formerly  the  grantor  of  a  guarantee  or  cautionary  obligation  Former  state 
to  or  for  a  company  continued  bound  though  a  change  took  place 
in  the  membership,  at  least  where  the  identity  of  the  concern 
remained  unaffected.  This  was  a  consequence  of  the  Scottish 
principle  of  the  quasi  person  of  the  firm  (6).  And  where  the  price 
of  goods  bought  by  a  company  was  guaranteed,  and  during  their 
delivery,  which  extended  over  a  fortnight,  the  company  was  dis- 
solved, the  grantor  of  the  guarantee  was  found  liable  for  the  whole 
price,  though  the  dissolution  had  appeared  in  the  Gazette^  and 
might  have  been  seen  by  the  sellers  before  the  delivery  was  com- 
pleted, no  special  notice  having  been  sent  them  (c). 

But  now,  by  sec.  7  of  the  Mercantile  Law  (Scotland)  Amend-  Alteration  by 
ment  Act  (d),  it  is  provided,  that  *no  guarantee,  security,  cautionary  Law  Amend- 
obligation,  representation,  or  assurance  granted  or  made  after  the 
passing  of  this  Act,  to  or  for  a  company  or  firm  consisting  of  two  or 
more  persons,  or  to  or  for  a  single  person  trading  under  the  name 
of  a  firm,  shall  be  binding  on  the  granter  or  maker  of  the  same,  in 
respect  of  anything  done  or  omitted  to  be  done  after  a  change  shall 
have  taken  place  in  any  one  or  more  of  the  partners  of  the  company 
or  firm  to  which  the  same  has  been  granted  or  made,  or  of  the  com- 
pany or  firm  for  which  the  same  has  been  granted  or  made,  unless  the 
intention  of  the  parties  that  such  guarantee,  security,  cautionary  obli- 
gation, representation,  or  assurance  shall  continue  to  be  binding,  not^ 
withstanding  such  change,  shall  appear,  either  by  express  stipulation 
or  by  necessary  implication,  from  the  nature  of  the  firm  or  otherwise.' 

The  statutory  provision  would  not,  however,  it  is  thought,  apply  Observations 
to  a  case  such  as  the  following.  A  bond  was  granted  to  a  bank  by 
a  company  and  two  cautioners,  binding  themselves  to  make  pay- 
ment of  whatever  sums  ^  I  the  said  Archibald  Paterson  shall  draw 
out,'  etc.  The  company  was  dissolved  after  granting  the  caution* 
ary  obligation,  and  Paterson  turned  out  to  have  been  one  of  its 

(a)  3PLeod  v.  Howden,  1839,  1  D.  (c)  Douglas  v.    Gordon    and  Co,^ 

1121.  18U,  18F.  C.  127. 

(6)    Elton,  Hammond,  and  Co.  v.  (d)  19  and  20  Vict.  c.  60, 1856.     See 

XeiUon,  1812,  16  F.  C.  699 ;   Speirs  p.  277. 
V.  Boyal  Bank,  1822, 1  S.  478 ;  Aytotm 
v.  Dundee  Bank,  1844,  6  D.  1409. 
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partners ;  yet  it  was  held  that  the  cautioners  were  liable  for  all  the 
sums  drawn  by  him  subsequent  to  the  dissolution  (a). 

It  must  also  be  observed,  that  the  statute  only  applies  to  cases 
where  the  bond  or  obligation  has  been  executed  subsequent  to  the 
passing  of  the  Act  (b). 
Caution  for  in-         A  Cautioner  became  bound  to  relieve  a  partner,  on  retiring  from 
tiring  x>artner.    a  company,  of  all  claims  against  him  ^  as  a  partner  of  M.  B.  and  Co., 
preceding  the  said  first  day  of  October,  or  in  any  manner  of  way, 
as  a  partner  of  the  foresaid  concern.'     The  partner  did  not  retire 
publicly  till  the  24th  of  October ;  and  he  having  been  found  liable 
for  the  price  of  goods  contracted  for,  but  not  delivered  to  the  com- 
pany till  after  that  date,  it  was  held  that  the  cautioner  was  bound 
to  relieve  him  (c). 
pany'is^^rant.'r         When  the  Company  are  granters  of  the  cautionary  obligation, 
oftheobiiga-     ^j^q  death  of  ouo  of  the  partners  does  not  release  the  surviving 
partner  although  notified  in  the  Gazette.     Special  notification  in 
such  a  case  is  necessary  (d). 
Release  by  Cautioners  are  frequently  liberated  from  their  obligations  by  the 

creditor.  couduct  of  the  Creditor.     See,  as  to  the  application  of  this  principle 

to  obligations  in  which  companies  are  concerned,  the  undemoted 
cases  (e). 

A  person  gave  a  letter  of  credit  in  favour  of  a  company,  which 

was  neither  dated  nor  addressed  by  him,  binding  himself  to  guarantee 

*  the  regular  payment  at  the  ordinary  periods  of  credit,  of  whatever 

purchases  they  may  make  from  you  within  twelve  months  from  this 

date;'  and  a  partner  of  the  company  filled  up  the  date,  and  addressed 

and  delivered  it  to  a  merchant  who  furnished  goods  on  the  conditions 

stipulated.     It  was  held  that  the  obligation  was  binding,  and  that 

notification  of  the  furnishings  was  unnecessary  (/). 

Consequences  As  the  Company  is  a  separate  person,  it  follows  that  when  it 

being  rS^"^  grants  a  cautionary  obligation  along  with  others,  the  partners  in  a 

rate  person.       question  of  relief  with  the  other  cautioners  are  only  liable  for  a  single 

(a)  Paterson  v.  Calder,  1808,  14  F.  (rf)  Kemp  v.  AUan,  1824,  3  S.  IW. 
C.  236.  (e)  Leith  Bank  v.  Beli,  1830,  8  S. 

(b)  Church  of  England  Life  and  Fit  c  721,  aff .  1831,  6  W.  and  S.  708 ;  CUrL 
Assurance  Co.  v.  Wink  and  Others,  v.  Russell^  1825,3  8.374;  EUice  and 
1867,  19  D;  1079.  Co,  v.  Finlayson,  1832,  10  &  345, 

(c)  Walker  v.  Davidson,  1821,  1  S.  (/)  Ewingy.  Wright,  1808, 14  F.C 
21.  172. 
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share,  viz.  that  undertaken  by  the  company.  Thus,  where  A.,  B., 
and  C.  signed  a  bond  for  a  cash  credit,  A.  being  a  company  signing 
by  the  company  firm  and  the  two  individual  partners,  B.  being  a 
co-cantioner,  and  C.  being  the  principal  obligant,  it  was  held  in 
an  action  of  relief  that  there  were  only  two  cautioners,  and  that 
the  individual  partners  and  the  company  were  not  Uable  each  in 
a  separate  share,  but  together  only  in  one  share  (a).  This  also 
appears  from  the  case  of  Child  v.  FergusorCa  Trustees  (J).  Here 
A.,  having  obtained  a  cash  credit  from  a  bank  on  a  joint  and  several 
bond  by  himself  and  others,  entered  into  partnership  with  B.  at  a 
time  when  the  credit  was  exhausted.  Shortly  after,  the  debt  due 
to  the  bank  was  paid  up  by  the  tiew  company  on  an  assignation 
to  the  bond.  The  company  having  been  dissolved  by  the  death  of 
A.,  who  died  largely  in  its  debt,  it  was  held  that  B.,  as  surviving 
partner,  was  entitled,  in  virtue  of  the  assignation  to  the  bond  in  the 
company's  favour,  to  recover  from  a  co-obligant  the  full  amount. 

With  reference  to  what  transactions  are  covered  by  bonds  of  Extent  of 
caution,  and  guarantees  granted  to,  for,  or  by  companies,  reference 
may  be  made  to  the  cases  noted  below  (c). 

CONTRACTS  OF  SERVICE. 

Contracts  of  service  made  with  companies,  or  even  with  private  Rights  of 
firms,  generally  hold  good  notwithstanding  a  change  in  the  member-  ^^s^JHrof^ 
ship,  provided  that  the  identity  of  the  concern  is  not  changed  in  so  JJo^iog'^  ^y 
far  as  concerns  the  nature  of  the  business  and  the  mode  in  which  it  c*»»*p  o(. 

membersnip. 

is  carried  on.  Thus,  the  manager  of  a  manufacturing  business  was 
found  not  entitled  to  leave  his  service  merely  on  the  ground  that 
Ids  employer  had  assumed  his  sons  as  partners  {d).  And  where  a 
party  was  bound  apprentice  to  a  company  and  the  subsisting  mem- 
bers thereof  carrying  on  the  business,  and  on  its  dissolution  his 

(a)    ChristU   v.   Beid,  1826,  4  S.  1830,  8  S.  865 ;  Bain  v.  Balfour  and 

372.  Co.,  1838,  16  S.  1097 ;  Edin,   Water 

(6)  Child  v.  Ferguson's  Trs.,  1835,  Co,  v.  Bell,  1838,  1  D.  21 ;  Swan  v. 

13  S.  768.  Bank  of  Scotland,   1839,   2  D.  78 ; 

(c)  Dykes  v.  Watson,  1825,  4  S.  70 ;  Thomson  v.  Bank  of  Scotland,  1822, 

Hunter  and  Co.  v.  Speus,  1826,  1  Bell  IS.  267,  revd.  1824,  2  Sh.  App.  316. 

374,  n.  3 ;  Alexander  v.  Scott,  1827,  (d)  Harkins  v.  Smith,  1841, 16  F.  C. 

6  S.  150;  Forbes  and  Co,  v.  Dundas,  938,  13  Jur.  281. 
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Powers  of 
dusmissal. 


services  were  transferred  to  a  new  company  formed  by  some  of  the 
former  partners,  and  following  out  the  old  business,  it  was  held  that 
he  was  bound  to  serve  the  new  company  (a). 

Where  a  servant  or  managing  official  holds  his  office  on  condition 
that  he  may  be  removed  by  a  given  majority  of  the  company,  or  of 
the  committee  of  management,  he  may  be  dismissed  by  a  resolution 
of  the  specified  majority;  and  they  are  not  bound  to  show  cause  for 
having  done  so,  or  liable  in  damages  if  they  refuse  to  assign  a  suffi- 
cient reason  (6).  And  where  the  directors  of  a  bank  dismissed  their 
manager,  who  was  engaged  during  pleasure,  they  were  held  not 
bound  to  justify  their  dismissal,  and  an  issue  on  that  point  was 
refused  (c).  Where  an  agent  is  employed  by  a  company  and  paid 
by  a  commission  on  the  profits,  he  is  not  presumed  to  be  engaged 
from  year  to  year  like  a  servant ;  and  the  company  are  entitled  to 
discontinue  their  trade  without  any  previous  notice  to  him,  or  any 
compensation  for  the  loss  of  his  situation  (c/).  Where  a  railway 
guard,  who  held  his  situation  at  the  pleasure  of  the  company,  and 
might  be  dismissed  without  reason  assigned  on  receiving  a  fortnight's 
wages  or  a  fortnight's  warning,  was  dismissed  on  a  charge  made 
against  him  by  an  officer  of  the  railway,  which  he  alleged  was 
unfounded,  it  was  held  that  he  had  no  claim  of  damages  against  the 
company  (e).  But  a  company  improperly  dismissing  a  servant  is 
liable  in  damages  (/).  Where  a  workman  holding  himself  out  as 
bound  with  an  English  company  for  a  term  of  years,  entered  into 
an  agreement  in  England  with  a  Scotch  company,  to  exchange  with 
another  workman  in  their  employment,  and  entered  on  service 
accordingly,  he  was  held  not  entitled  to  plead  the  rule  of  the  Scotch 
law,  that  a  verbal  contract  of  service  is  binding  for  one  year  only  (g)- 
rowers  of  When  the  power  of  a  company's  manager  is  fixed  by  contract, 

managers  and  i         .  i  i  i  •  i  .       .        r 

other  company  uo  general  eviueuce  to  snow  the  practice  as  to  the  uonunation  oi 

servants. 


(a)  Young  v.  Brown  and  Co,,  1785 ; 
aff.  1786,  3  Paten's  App.  42. 

(b)  Commercial  Bank  v.  Pollock^s 
Trs,,  1822,  1  S.  428 ;  aff.  1829,  3  W. 
and  S.  430. 

(c)  Mitchell  v.  Smith,  1836,  14  S. 
358,  11  F.  C.  292. 

(jd)  London,  Leith,  and  Glasgow  Ship. 
Co.  V.  Ferguson,  1850,  13  D.  51.  Sec 
also,  as  to  powers  and  circutnstances 


of  dismissal,  Ivison  v.  Edinburgh  SPk 
Yam  Company,  1846, 9  D.  1039;  Tb/I, 
Ley,  and  Co,  v.  Anderson,  1843, 5  D. 
1096. 

(e)  Fosdick  v.  North  BntiA  Ra. 
Co,,  1850,  13  D.  281. 

(/)  Batchelor  v.  APGilvray,  1831, 9 
S.  549. 

((/)  Dale  V.  Dumharion  Glassvort 
Co.,  1829,  7  S.  369. 
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inferior  servants  by  him  is  competent  (a).  And  thongh  the  captain 
of  a  ship  may  be  entitled  to  institute  legal  proceedings  against  a 
seaman  for  desertion  in  an  inferior  court,  this  does  not  entitle  him 
to  continue  appearance  if  the  case  is  taken  by  the  seaman  to  a 
superior  court,  so  as  to  render  the  company  by  whom  he  is  em- 
ployed liable  for  such  further  litigation.  To  entitle  him  to  relief 
against  the  company,  it  is  necessary  that  he  shall  have  intimated 
the  state  of  matters  to  them,  and  have  received  authority  to  pro- 
ceed (b)»  See,  as  to  general  and  implied  powers  of  agents  and 
managers  for  companies,  the  cases  noted  below  (c).  A  bank  having 
appointed  one  of  its  partners  to  be  agent  in  exchanging  its  notes 
with  those  of  another  bank,  and  the  agent  having  assented  to  a  new 
arrangement,  under  which  he  opened  an  account  with  the  other 
bank,  and  drew  upon  it  for  the  amount  of  notes  of  his  own  bank 
which  came  into  its  hands,  it  was  held  that  he  did  not  in  this  way 
bind  his  own  bank  for  the  amount  overdrawn  in  such  account,  but 
that  another  partner  of  his  own  bank  to  whom  he  communicated 
the  arrangement  might  be  bound  \d).  Companies  are  liable  to  the 
public  and  to  their  employers  for  acts  of  commission  or  omission 
on  the  part  of  their  servants  done  in  obedience  to  orders,  or  in  the 
course  of  their  employment,  provided  in  the  last  case  that  they  are 
not  delicts,  and  relate  to  what  the  company  was  by  express  or  implied 
contract  bound  to  have  seen  done  in  a  safe  and  proper  manner  (e). 

(a)  Gye  and  Co.  v.  Hallam,  1832,  Mur.  381,  384,  and  388 ;   Hunter  v. 

10  S.  512  and  710.     See  also  1  S.  and  Edin.  and  Glas.  Union  Can,  Co.,  1836, 

>rL.  747,  14  S.  199,  15  S.  950.  14  S.  717 ;  Baird  v.  Graluim,  1852, 

(jb)  APNaughton  y.  AUkusen  and  Co. ,  14  D.  615 ;  Advocate-  General  v.  Grants, 

1847,  10  D.  236.  1853,  15  D.  980  ;    Little  v.  Nelson, 

(c)  South  Metropolitan  Gas  Co.  v.  1855,  17  D.  310 ;  Fauld^  v.  Townsendr 

Af.  of  Lothian,  1838,  M*F.  13;  Oliver  1861,  23  D.  437;  Campbell  v.  Cale- 

V.  Grieve,  1792,  Hume  319;   Inches  v.  donian  Ra.  Co.,  1852,  24  Jur.  155. 

Elder,    1793,   ibid.   322;     Detrnr  v.  Cases  of  non-liability,  by  comparing 

Xaime,  1804,  Hume  340 ;   Nat.  Ex.  which  with  the  foregoing,  the  principle 

Co.  V.  Drew  and  Dick,  1860,  23  D.  1 ;  of  law  will  appear :  Linwood  v.  Haw- 

CuUeny.  Thomson  and  Kerr,  1862,  24  thorne,  1817,  19  F.  C.  327,  aff.  1  S. 

D.  (II.  of  L.)  10.  App.  20 ;  Waldie  v.  Duke  of  Roxburgh, 

{d)  Moncrieff  v.  Danlop,  1797,  3  1822,  1  S.  344,  aff.  1825,  1  W.  and  S. 

Paton's  App.  595.  1 ;  Ilowey  and  Co.  v.  Lovell,  1826,  4 

(e)  Brown  y.  M'Gregor,  1813,  17  S.   759  ;    Miller  v.   Harvie,  1827,  4 

F.   C.  232  ;    Hill  v.  Merricks,  1813,  Mur.  385 ;  Lumsden  v.  Russell,  1856, 

Hume  397  ;  Eraser  v.  Dunlop,  1822,  18  D.  468 ;  Shiels  v.  Edin.  and  Glas. 

1  S.  243  ;  Andersony.  Brownlee,  1822,  Ra.  Co.,  1856,  18  D.  1199.    See  also 

1  S.  442  ;  M'Laren  v.  Rae,  1827,  4  p.  252  et  seq.,  and  262  et  seq. 
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Companies 
bound  to 
relievo  agents. 


Companies  are  not  liable  for  injuries  caused  to  their  workmen  by 
the  conduct  of  their  collaborateurs  (a). 

Companies  are,  like  individuals,  bound  to  relieve  their  agents 
of  liabilities,  and  to  indemnify  them  for  outlay  or  loss  incurred 
on  their  account.  Thus,  where  a  company  employed  agents  to 
freight  vessels,  who  accordingly  did  so  in  their  own  name,  and  the 
company  failed  to  implement  the  charter-party,  it  was  held  bound 
to  relieve  the  agents  from  damages  awarded  against  them  for  non- 
implement  (b).  And  where  a  society  sanctioned  and  adopted  the 
proceedings  of  an  agent  conducting  a  defence  in  name  of  the 
office-bearers  for  their  behoof,  and  decree  went  against  them  with 
expenses,  the  members  of  the  society  were  found  jointly  and 
severally  liable  for  the  expenses  (c). 


HOLDING  PROPERTY,  AND  CORRESPONDING  RIGHTS  AM) 

OBLIGATIONS. 


Leasehold 
property. 


Eights  and 
obligations  as 
tenants. 


The  rights  of  companies  and  firms  to  hold  real  and  personal  pro- 
perty have  already  been  considered  in  former  parts  of  this  treatise. 

It  may  here  be  remarked  that  leasehold  property  should  always 
be  taken  to  corporations  in  the  corporate  name.  There  being  no 
casualties  depending  on  the  life  of  an  individual,  the  intervention 
of  trustees  is  unnecessary,  and  may  create  complications  of  title. 
As  illustrations  of  the  rights  of  companies,  both  as  landlords  and 
tenants  of  leasehold  property,  reference  may  be  made  to  the  cases 
undemoted  (d). 

Where  a  farm  was  let  to  two  tenants  and  the  survivor  of  them, 
they  divided  the   tenement  between   them.     One  of  them  then 

(a)  Lemian  v.  Miller  and  Addie^  as      100  ;    Montgomerie   v.    Carriek  oitd 

Najner,  1848,  10  D.  1387 ;  Sterart  v. 
Countess  of  Moray,  1772,  M.  4392, 2 
Pat.  App.  317 :  Keir  and  Othirs  t. 
Duke  o/Athole,  1816, 6  Pat  App.  13'>. 
Lech  V.  Fulton,  1865,  17  D.  41^  ^ 
Begbie  and  Co,  v.  Frame,  1857,  A^ 
D.  81 ;  Stewart  v.  Bell.  1788,  8  Pit 
App.  168;  Bald  v.  AUoa  ColL  Co-^ 
1854,  16  D.  870 ;  Sinclair  r.  Mosfc^ 
Iron  Co,,  1854,  17  D.  268;  CWv 
V.  Sterenston  ColL  Co.,  1866,  18  P 
496. 


reversed  1859,  21  D.  1882  ;  Bartons- 
hill  Coal  Co,  v.  Reid,  and  Ibid.  v. 
M'Guire,  as  reversed  1858,  3  Maoq. 
266,  and  20  D.  (H.  of  L.)  13. 

(6)  M'Braire  v.  IlamiUon,  1825,  4 
S.  26. 

(c)  Ramsay  v.  SmaiU,  1840,  2  D. 
1336. 

(d)  Swanks  Trs,  v.  Mvirkirk  Iron 
Co,,  1850,  12  D.  622;  HurUt  and 
Campsie  Alum  Co,  v.  Earl  of  Glasgow, 
1860,  12  D.  704,  aff.  1850,  7  BeU 
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assigned  his  right  under  the  lease  to  a  nephew  who,  on  the  death 
of  the  cedent,  continued  in  possession  for  a  year,  and  paid  his  share 
of  the  rent.  His  name  was  also  entered  in  the  landlord's  books  as 
jomt  tenant.  It  was  held,  however,  that  the  assignation  and  his 
apparent  acquiescence  could  not  bar  the  other  tenant  from  vindi- 
cating his  rights  under  the  lease  to  be  received  as  sole  tenant  (a). 

A  tenant  under  missives  of  lease,  excluding  sub-tenants,  assig-  Tenant  assum< 
nees,  and  creditors,  having,  after  becoming  bankrupt,  assumed  a 
partner,  was  held,  reversing  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Session, 
to  have  such  a  title  of  possession  as  rendered  the  summary  removal 
of  the  partners  incompetent ;  nor  was  the  fact  that  the  trustee  for 
the  tenant's  creditors  joined  with  the  landlord  in  the  application  for 
removal,  found  to  affect  the  question  (6). 

Where  one  railway  company  was  found  in  1856  to  have  been 
due  rent  to  another  for  a  lease  from  1852,  but  the  amount  of  the 
rent  was  not  ascertained  till  1856,  it  was  held  that  interest  was 
not  due  on  each  term's  rent  from  the  term  when  it  fell  due  (c). 

Under  a  statutory  agreement  to  lease  a  railway  and  its  branches, 
on  their  completion,  or  on  the  completion  of  any  part  of  them,  the 
lease  commences  on  the  completion  of  any  part  of  the  main'^line, 
though  it  should  be  averred  that  the  remainder  cannot  be  com- 
pleted (d). 

BIOHTS  AND  OBLIGATIONS  UNDER  CONTRACTS. 

The  modes  in  which  companies  enter  into  agreements  or  con-  Rights  and 

•  11  ii'i  111  •!  ^^  1    obUgatione  of 

tracts  with  the  public  have  already  been  noticed  at  pages  197  and  companies 
241.    It  may  here  be  remarked,  that  if  a  company  hold  out  an  m^nte.*^ 
individual  as  a  partner  who  de  facto  is  not,  they  will  be  liable  to 
the  public  for  the  consequences  of  his  implied  agency  to  the  same 
extent  and  effect  as  if  he  were  a  partner  (e). 

It  is  sometimes  a  matter  of  difficulty  to  determine  whether  Whether  pay- 

•  t  1  ifi.i_i*i*^i  111  ments  are  made 

money  paid  or  advanced  tor  benooi  ot  the  company  had  been  on  behalf  of 

(a)  Robertson  v.  Menzies,  1857,  19  v.  Edin,  and  Glas.  Ra,  Co.,  1857,  19 

D.  667.  D.  598. 

(6)  Borrows  and  Co.  v.  Colquhoun,  (cT)  Edin.   and  Glas.  Ra.    Co.   v. 

1854,  17  D.  (H.  of  L.)  31,  1  Macq.  Stirling  and  Dunferm.  Ra.  Co.,  1853, 

691.  2  Stu.  (H.  of  L.)  1853. 

(c)  Stirling  and  Dunferm.  Ra.  Co.  (e)  Moyes  y.  Cook,  1829,  7  S.  798. 
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the  company 
or  of  a  partuer. 


Not  bound  by 
fiots  of  pro- 

iiu>t<jrs. 


'i'rustee* 


SO   paid   or   advanced   by  a  partner.     See   cases   of   this  under- 
noted  (a). 

It  has  already  been  seen  that  companies,  after  formation, 
whether  that  takes  place  by  contract  or  by  incorporation,  are  not 
bound  by  the  acts  of  their  promoters,  unless  they  are  estopped 
from  stating  this  plea  by  something  done  by  them  after  formation, 
amounting  to  adoption,  recognition,  ratification,  etc.  (6). 

It  is  the  general  rule  of  law,  that  a  trustee,  a  factor  loco  tutoris, 
or  a  curator  bonis y  is  not  entitled  to  charge  for  business  done  by 
him  for  the  trust  of  a  professional  kind,  because  it  is  justly  thought 
he  might,  in  the  absence  of  such  a  rule,  be  tempted  unnecessarily 
to  multiply  legal  or  other  professional  expenses  (c).  Where  there- 
fore a  trustee  employs  a  firm  of  which  he  is  a  partner  to  perform 
work  of  this  kind  for  the  trust,  it  seems  now  to  be  fully  established 
that  the  firm,  like  its  partner,  can  make  no  charge  except  for  out- 
lays (d).  This,  of  course,  may  be  altered  or  modified  to  any  extent 
by  the  terms  of  the  trust  deed  or  other  instrument  of  appoint- 
ment (e). 


COMPETITION  OF  RIGHTS. 


Questions  in 
comiHJtition. 


Latent  trusts. 


In  questions  of  competition  in  relation  to  rights  or  property,  the 
rules  applicable  between  individuals  are  generally  applied  where 
companies  are  concerned.  Peculiarities  arising  out  of  the  partner- 
ship relation  do,  however,  occur  in  cases  such  as  the  following. 

An  assignation  of  a  share  in  a  company,  duly  intimated,  is  not 
defeated  by  the  cedent  having  held  the  share  only  in  latent  trust, 
the  rules  of  the  company  not  allowing  such  trust  to  appear  in  the 
books  (/);  and  an  intimated  assignation  of  bank  stock  in  security 
of  a  debt  previously  contracted,  is  preferable  to  the  right  of  a  party 

(d)  Lord  Gray  and  Odurs^  1856. 
19  D.  1 ;  Mackenzie^  ibid. 

{e)  Good^^r  v.  Carruthers^  1858,  ^'} 
D.  1141 ;  Bimje  v.  Burton^  2  Ehk 
373 ;  Cradock  V.  Piper,  1  M'N.  sod 
G.  664 ;  Broughton  v.  Bronghton^  2  Sm. 
and  Gif.  422  ;  McLaren  i.  219,  u.  ^^ 

(/)  lied/earn  v.  Somerville,  \^^\ 
13  F.  C.  508,  as  reversed  1813,  I 
Dow  50,  17  F.  C.  681. 


(a)  Kenny  v.  Walker,  1836,  14  S. 
803 ;  Loiv  v.  Lizars,  1838,  16  S.  1093. 
See  M'Lcod  v.  Tosh,  1836, 14  S.  1058 ; 
Wilson  V.  Laidlatv,  1816,  6  Pat.  App. 
222. 

(h)  See  WisJiaw  and  Coltness  ItaiU 
way  Company  v.  Stewart's  Representa- 
tives, 1837,  15  S.  703  ;  and  antea,  pp. 
83-5. 

(c)  Lewin  on  Trusts,  216  et  seq. 
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founding  on  a  latent  trust  (a).  It  may  be  here  observed^  that  the 
tendency  of  the  Scottish  courts  appears  always  to  have  been  to 
recognise  trusts  in  matters  of  partnership,  while  that  of  the  appellate 
jurisdiction,  as  well  as  of  the  English  courts,  has  been  to  ignore 
such  latent  equities  in  all  commercial  associations.  The  Scottish 
tribunals  have  no  doubt  been  inclined  to  adopt  the  course  alluded 
to  from  a  laudable  desire  to  arrive  at  the  equity  of  the  individual 
case ;  but  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  recognition  of  trusts 
in  mercantile  companies  is  opposed  to  the  nature  of  commercial 
transactions,  is  often  unfair  to  copartners  and  their  creditors,  and 
presents  great  facilities  for  abuse  (6).  Where  trusts  appear  ex  facie 
of  the  register  of  even  incorporated  associations,  they  appear  to 
have  no  other  effect  than  that  of  fixing  the  right  of  the  benefi- 
ciaries in  a  question  with  the  trustee  or  those  in  his  right  (c). 

A  decree  was  obtained  in  an  action  against  an  English  com-  Competition 
pany,  and  the  individual  partners,  for  a  company  debt  which  one  of  company  and 
the  partners  bound  himself  as  an  individual  to  pay.     The  action  partner. 
proceeded  on  an  arrestment  jurisd,  fund,  caitsa  against  that  partner, 
and  an  arrestment  on  the  dependence  of  his  effects.     It  was  held 
in  a  competition  with  his  creditors  subsequently  arresting,  that  the 
decree  was  effectual,  and  entitled  the  holder  to  a  preference  (d). 

A  party  conveyed  property  to  a  company  in  security  of  ad- 
vances to  be  made,  and  a  partner  of  the  company  made  advances 
and  sold  the  property.  A  creditor  of  the  party  having  arrested  in 
the  hands  of  the  partner  and  of  the  company,  it  was  held  that  the 
partner  and  the  company  were  preferable  for  the  advances  (e). 

See,  for  many  instances  of  competition  between  companies^  their 
partners  and  the  public,  the  chapter  on  Compensation,  page  415  (/). 

Formal  intimation  is  not  necessary  to  complete  the  assignation  intimation  of 

conveyance  not 

of  the  stock  of  a  partnership  by  one  partner  to  the  other.     Two  necessary  be- 
tween partners. 

(a)  Bums  v.  Laurie's  Trs.,  1840,  1815,  18  F.  C.  202.  See  Ewing,  May, 
2  D.  1348  ;  but  see  Dingwall  v.  and  Co,  v.  Johnston  and  Macquoid, 
^PComhi€,  1822,  1  S.  431,  and  1824,      1813,  17  F.  C.  481. 

2  S.   567,  note;    Gordon  v.   CJieyne,  (e)    James,    Wood,  and  James  v. 

1824,  2  S.  566.  Downie,  1836,  15  S.  12. 

(b)  See  antea,  p.  327.  (/)    See  also  Sandeman  v.    Scott, 

(c)  See  per  Lord  Cranworth,  in  1849,  11  D.  405,  reversed  1852,  1 
Lumsden  v.  Buchanan,  as  reversed  Macq.  293,  1  Stu.  882 ;  Lords  of  the 
1865,  June  22.  Treasury  v.  M'Nair,  1809,  15  F.  C. 

(</)    Galloway  v.  Liddell  and  Reid,      183. 
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Accc'ptanco  by 
company  de- 
posited by  a 
partner. 


Cases  of  con- 
eiguation. 


Right  of  com- 
pany to  rank 


parties  were  joint  tenants  of  quarries,  and  sole  partners  of  a  com- 
pany for  working  them,  and  one  of  them  became  the  landlord,  and 
advanced  a  sum  of  money  for  the  other,  who,  in  security,  granted 
an  assignation  of  his  share  of  the  concern.  There  was  no  publica- 
tion of  the  deed  or  express  intimation  to  the  manager  of  the  quarries 
till  within  sixty  days  of  the  granter's  bankruptcy.  It  was  held 
notwithstanding,  that  as  this  was  an  assignation  of  the  share  of  a 
lease,  forming  part  of  the  stock  of  a  partnership  by  one  partner  to 
another,  it  did  not  require  formal  intimation  against  the  creditors 
of  the  granter,  but  was  sufficiently  validated  by  ha^'ing  been  acted 
on,  and  the  assignee  was  preferred  (a).  '  . 

A  partner  of  a  company  obtained  the  acceptance  of  the  com- 
pany for  £400  at  a  time  when  his  accounts  were  not  settled,  and  he 
deposited  it  with  a  creditor  in  security  of  his  own  promissory-note, 
but  he  did  not  indorse  the  acceptance.  It  was  held  that  the  party 
with  whom  the  acceptance  was  deposited  was  entitled  to  recover  the 
full  amount  from  the  company,  although  it  was  alleged  that  not 
so  much  was  due  to  the  partner  (6).  The  authority  of  this  decision 
has  been  questioned,  but  it  does  not  appear  on  sufficient  grounds. 

It  would  seem  that  when  a  partner  consigns  goods,  the  property 
of  the  company,  in  his  own  name  to  an  agent  for  sale,  without 
mentioning  that  they  are  the  property  of  the  company,  the  con- 
signee is  entitled  to  compensate  with  the  proceeds  of  the  goods 
debts  due  by  the  partner  private  twminBj  and  that  he  cannot,  after 
a  settlement  with  the  consigning  partner,  be  called  upon  bytBe 
company  to  account  for  the  proceeds.  This  has  not  been  expres^y 
determined  in  the  case  of  partners  and  their  companies ;  but  as 
partnership  is  only  a  specialized  form  of  the  contract  of  agency, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  doctrine  here  indicated  would  be 
given  efifect  to  (c). 

On  the  bankruptcy  of  a  partner,  the  company  is  entitled  to  rani 


(a)  Russell  v.  Earl  of  Breadalbane^ 
1822,  2  S.  54 ;  remitted  1825,  1  W. 
and  S.  620 ;  1827,  5  S.  827  ;  aff.  1831, 
5  W.  and  S.  256.  See  Hill  v.  Lindsay^ 
1847,  10  D.  78. 

(6)  Hogg  V.  3/«ir,  Wood^  and  Co,^ 
1820,  2  Bell's  Com.  23,  note  5. 

(c)  Johnston  v.  Scott  and  Son,  1818, 


19  F.  C.  561.  See  also  Colquhm 
V.  Finlay,  Duff,  and  Co.,  1816,  19 
F.  C.  208;  Ede  and  Bond  t.  Fmla^, 
Duff,  and  Co.,  1818,  19  F.  C.  509; 
M'CaU  V.  Black  and  Co.,  182i  - 
Sh.  App.  188 ;  Stuart  and  Fktckr 
V.  APGregor  and  Co.,  1829,  7  J? 
622. 
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upon  his  sequestrated  estate  pari  passu  with  his  personal  creditors ;  on  bankrupt 
and  this  right  transmits  to  creditors  of  the  company  (a).    In  Eng-  ^^! 
land,  company  creditors  can  only  rank  on  the  estate  of  a  partner 
when  his  personal  creditors  have  been  fully  paid  (6). 

In  a  competition  for  a  sum  due  on  business  accounts  by  a  ^^artv. 
dissolved  firm  to  a  bankrupt,  an  individual  partner  of  the  firm,  who 
was  in  right  of  a  debt  due  by  the  bankrupt,  was  held  entitled  to 
the  sum,  in  preference  to  a  party  who  was  trust-disponee  of  the 
bankrupt's  heritable  estate  for  behoof  of  his  general  creditors  (c). 

A  company  consisting  of  a  father  and  son,  and  another,  having  Hoskins  v. 
been  dissolved  by  the  death  of  the  father,  the  surviving  partners,  in 
ignorance  as  was  alleged  of  the  dissolution,  continued  to  carry  on 
the  business,  and  paid  off  the  debts  of  the  old  company.  The  estates 
of  the  new  company  and  its  partners  having  been  sequestrated 
within  three  years  of  the  father's  death,  it  was  held  in  a  competition 
between  the  creditors  of  the  old  company  and  of  the  father  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  trustee  on  the  estate  of  the  new  company  and  its 
partners  on  the  other,  for  the  proceeds  of  real  property  which  had 
belonged  to  the  father,  and  had  been  taken  up  by  the  son,  that  as 
the  debts  of  the  old  company  had  been  paid  by  the  proper  debtors, 
there  was  no  room  for  adopting  the  principle  of  restitutio  in  integrurriy 
as  at  the  date  of  the  father's  death  (J). 

When  a  partner  has  overdrawn  his  account  in  the  company,  and  whon  partner 

_  .  •         •    j»        •.  r^       j»       1    J.'  •  overdraws  his 

the  partners  m  windmg  it  up  after  dissolution  are,  m  consequence  account. 
o^  this  overdrawing,  obliged  to  borrow  money,  whereby  interest  is 
accnmulated  against  the  concern,  the  partner  is  to  be  considered  not 
as  a  mere  ordinary  debtor,  but  as  an  intromitter  with  the  company's 
f ands,  and  as  such  liable  in  accumulated  interest  after  the  dissolu- 
tion, in  the  same  way  as  had  been  the  practice  of  the  concern  prior 
to  its  dissolution  (e). 

OBLIGATIONS  OF  COMPANIES  TO  THEIR  PARTNERS. 

Companies  are  as  much  bound  to  fulfil  all  engagements  entered  Companies 
into  with  their  own  partners,  as  if  they  had  been  entered  into  with  Sbi%ations*to 

(a)    Lusk   V.  Elder,    1843,    5  D.  (rf)  HosJdns  v.  Christie,  1845,  8  D.  P*''^''®"- 

1279.  167. 

(6)  Lindley,  p.  974.  (e)  Blair  v.  RusseU,  1829,  8  S.  12, 

(c)  Lochhart  v.  Ferrier,  1842,  4  D.      See  Maclntyre  v.  Maxwell,  1831 ,  9*  S. 

1253.  284. 

2  A 
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the  public.     This  doctrine  depends  in  Scotland  on  the  principle,  that 
the  company  is  a  separate  person,  whether  incorporate  or  not;  in 
England,  it  is  a  consequence  of  the' same  principle  in  corporations; 
but  in  unincorporated  companies  it  arises  from  the  fact,  that  all  the 
partners  are  joint  and  several  obligors  in  such  cases.    No  diflSculty 
is  generally  found  in  enforcing  such  obligations  in  Scotland;  in 
England,  their  enforcement  has  too  often  been  found  to  be  impos- 
sible (a).     When  a  partner  sues  the  firm,  or  its  surviving  partners, 
for  implement  of  such  an  obligation,  he  is  not  obliged  to  dedact  his 
own  share  as  a  partner,  when  it  clearly  appears  that  the  obligation 
was  undertaken  by  the  other  partners  to  him ;  but  when  he  makes 
advances  to  the  firm  for  the  common  good  of  all,  he  can  only  recover 
his  money  under  deduction  of  his  own  share. 
Obligation  A  partner  in  a  manufacturingr  firm  agreed  to  retire  on  an  aeree- 

transmits  ^  .    .  .  .  . 

iigaiustnew  ment  by  the  remaining  partners  to  pay  him  an  annuity  'danng 
such  period  as  he  shall  survive,  and  they  or  their  successors  in  the 
works  and  business  shall  carry  on  the  same.'  The  whole  works, 
machinery,  utensils,  and  stock  having  been  afterwards  sold  to 
another  firm,  it  was  held,  that  in  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the 
firm  so  acquiring  the  works  were  the  successors  of  the  previous  firm 
in  the  sense  of  the  agreement,  and  that  as  such  they  were  still  boand 
to  pay  the  annuity  (6). 

Where  a  company,  who  along  with  the  master  were  joint- 
owners  of  a  ship,  and  as  agents  for  it  effected  an  insurance  on  it 
and  the  master's  effects,  failed,  though  desired  by  him  to  renew 
the  insurance,  which  had  been  vacated  by  deviation,  they  were 
held,  on  the  total  loss  of  the  ship,  liable  for  the  value  of  the 
master's  effects  (c). 

« 

BILLS  AND  NOTES. 

Bnis  and  notes.  The  modes  in  which  bills  and  notes  may  be  accepted  by  com- 
panies have  already  been  explained  when  treating  of  the  powers  of 
partners  (d).  The  legal  effects  of  such  documents  in  the  case  of 
companies  must  here  be  adverted  to. 

(a)  Lindley  718.  (c)  Petrk's  Exrs.  v.  AUekisw  end 

(6)  Alexander  v.  Clark^  etc,  1862,      Co.^  1841,  3  D.  601. 
24  D.  323.  (d)  AnUa,  p.  229. 
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So  dbtinct  in  the  law  of  Scotland  is  the  company  from  the  Consequences 
partners^  that  bill  transactions  with  the  company  as  such  on  the  pcrson.^^^^ 
one  hand^  or  with  a  partner  as  snch  on  the  other,  have  little  or 
nothing  to  do  with  other  claims  or  obligations  for  or  against  the 
company,  or  for  or  against  the  partners.    Thus,  a  party  purchased 
from  a  company  *  good  growing  seed,'  which  was  delivered  to  him 
in  December.     For  this  he  granted  his  bill  to  one  of  the  partners, 
and  retired  it  in  the  subsequent  February  by  another  bill  to  the 
same  partner,  who  indorsed  it  to  another  company  of  which  he  was 
also  a  partner.     The  seed  having  proved  unfit  for  sowing,  it  was 
held  that  the  claim  of  damages  arising  against  the  sellers  did  not 
form  a  good  ground  of  defence  against  the  holders  of  the  bill  (a). 
So,  when  a  bill  was  accepted  for  the  accommodation  of  a  company 
who  indorsed  it  to  another  company,  of  which  the  principal  partner 
was  a  member  of  the  indorsing  company,  it  was  held  that  the  com- 
pany holding  the  bill  were  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  onerous 
indorsees  (6).     So  it  was  held  not  to  be  a  relevant  ground  for  sus- 
pending diligence  by  a  company,  onerous  indorsees  of  a  bill,  that 
one  of  the  partners  was  a  member  of  a  committee  of  creditors  of 
the  drawer,  and  as  such  participant  in  pi:pventing  delivery  of  the 
goods  for  which  the  bill  was  accepted,  and  that  the  acceptor  had 
brought  an  action  of  damages  against  that  partner  and  the  other 
members  of  the  committee  (c).     So,  where  a  partner  of  a  company 
obtained  the  acceptance  of  the  company  for  £400  when  his  accounts 
were  not  settled,  and  he  deposited  it  with  a  creditor  in  security  of 
his  own  promissory-note,  but  without  indorsing  the  acceptance,  it 
was  held  that  the  party  with  whom  the  acqeptance  was  deposited 
was  entitled  to  recover  the  full  amount  from  the  company,  albeit 
it  was  alleged  that  so  much  was  not  due  to  the  partner  (d). 

Though,  as  we  have  already  seen,  partners  have  implied  power  Fraudulent 
to  bind  the  company  by  accepting  bills  in  its  name,  yet  they  have  i^^en  ^- 
no  right   to  abuse  this  power  for  their  own  purposes;    and  if,  B^inKer^o 
when  this  has  been  done,  it  can  be  shown  that  third  parties  suing  compSiy.*^* 
the  partnership  on  the  bill  were  privy  to  the  fraud,  they  will  be 


(d)  Bruce  v.  M'Kemiey  1821,  1  S.  (c)  Lang  v.  Allan  and  Co.,  1831,  9 

78.  S.  337. 

(h)  Thomsons  and  Co.  v.  Craig  and  (d)  Hogg  v.  Muir,  Wood,  and  Co., 

Hunter,  1824,  2  8.  647.  1820,  2  Bell's  Com.  23,  note  6. 
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IHlls  nccopted 
after  dissolu- 
tion. 


Davidson  v. 
Robertson. 


Joint 
adventure. 


held  not  entitled  to  recover.  Thus  A.,  one  of  two  partners,  having 
given  notice  of  dissolution  to  B.,  the  other  partner,  the  latter  inti- 
mated that  he  had  accepted  bills  in  favour  of  third  parties,  and 
among  others  of  his  father,  in  name  of  the  partnership  for  alleged 
partnership  debts.  A  charge  having  been  given  to  A.  on  one  of 
the  bills  accepted  in  favour  of  B.'s  father,  by  an  indorsee  who  liad 
indorsed  it  without  recourse,  but  had  afterwards  reacquired  it,  the 
Court  suspended  the  charge  aimjyliciter  (a).  So  the  drawer  of  a  bill 
on  a  company  for  a  private  debt  due  to  himself  by  one  of  the  part- 
ners, and  accepted  by  that  partner  under  the  company  firm  in 
violation  of  their  contract,  was  held  not  entitled  to  recover  from  the 
company  (b)  ;  and  when  a  creditor  under  an  arrangement  with  his 
debtors  drew  a  bill  on  a  company  as  for  value  in  an  article  in  which 
the  company  did  not  deal,  and  the  bill  was  accepted  by  one  of  the 
partners  in  name  of  the  company,  as  guarantee  for  the  debtor,  which 
was  out  of  the  ordinary  business  of  the  company,  and  the  bill  was 
not  entered  in  the  books,  the  company  was  held  not  liable  (c). 

It  is  to  guard  against  abuses  of  this  kind,  as  well  as  for  more 
strictly  technical  reasons,  that  the  general  rule  has  been  established 
which  exempts  the  members  of  a  dissolved  company  from  liability 
for  bills  or  notes  granted  in  the  company  name  by  some  of  their 
number  after  dissolution  for  debts  which  had  not  been  constituted 
prior  to  that  event  (rf).  In  such  a  case,  however,  the  partner 
granting  the  bill  is  personally  liable  (e). 

When  two  bills  were  signed  by  a  partner  for  the  price  of  goods, 
the  firm  was  held  liable  for  both  when  in  the  hands  of  onerous 
indorsees  ;  and  it  was  found  that  in  such  a  case  there  is  no  groimd 
for  a  multiplepoinding  to  ascertain  what  is  to  be  paid  (/). 

6.,  S.,  and  A.  entered  into  a  joint  transaction  on  condition  that 


(a)  Waddcll  v.  Maclaren,  1851,  1 
Stuart  17.  See  also  Fortune  v.  Luke^ 
1881,  10  S.  115 ;  Thomson  and  Co.  v. 
Sharp,  1849,  11  D.  887. 

(6)  Miller  v.  Douglas,  1811, 16  F.  C. 
154. 

(c)  Kennedy,  1814,  18  F.  C.  122. 
See  also  Johnstone,  Sharp,  and  Co. 
V.  Phillips,  1822,  1  Sh.  App.  244,  1 
Bell'B  Com.  401,  note  3 ;  M'Nair  v. 
Henderson,  1803 ;  Blackwood  and  Co. 


V.  Bower,  1805  and  1806, 1  BeU's  Com. 
402,  n.  8;  Blair  y.  Bryson,  1835,  loS. 
901 ;  North  British  Bank  v.  Ayr^irt 
Iron  Co.,  1853,  15  D.  782. 

(d)  Snodgrass  v.  Hair,  1846.  8  D. 
890;  Gordon  v.  APCubbin,  1851,  IS 
D.  1154. 

(e)  See  Sutherland  v.  Gftnn,  18M, 
16  D.  339.     See  antea,  p.  233. 

(/)  Davidson  v.  Robertson,  1815,  8 
Dow  218. 
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each  should  have  one-third  interest  for  profit  and  loss ;  and  that  the 
funds  should  be  provided  by  S.  and  A.  drawing  upon  G.,  and  dis- 
counting and  remitting  to  him  the  proceeds.  S.  and  A.  drew  each 
of  them  separately  on  G.,  who  accepted ;  and  they  separately  dis- 
counted the  bills  and  remitted  him  the  proceeds.  G.  and  S.  having 
both  failed,  and  the  holder  of  S.'s  bill  having  claimed  payment  of 
the  contents  from  A.,  it  was  held,  that  as  the  proceeds  of  that  bill 
had  been  applied  to  the  prosecution  of  a  joint  adventure  in  which 
they  were  all  partners,  A.  Was  liable  in  payment  (a). 

In  bill  transactions,  as  in  other  matters  of  contract,  companies  Companiefi  are 
are  bound  by  the  acts  of  their  accredited  agents,  whether  they  are  of  their  agents, 
partners  or  not,  in  all  matters  within  the  sphere  of  their  agency. 
Thus,  where  a  bill  was  granted  blank  in  the  drawer^s  name,  and 
thereafter  discounted  with  a  bank  agent,  who  filled  it  up  with  his 
own  name  as  drawer,  and  indorsed  it  to  the  bank ;  and  this  agent, 
on  the  bank  re-indorsing  it  for  the  purpose  of  his  operating  pay- 
ment, deleted  his  own  name,  and  caused  the  party  to  whom  it  was 
originally  granted  to  sign  as  drawer  and  also  as  indorser;  it  was  held 
in  an  action  at  the  instance  of  the  bank  against  the  acceptors,  that 
the  bank,  being  identified  with  the  acts  of  their  agent,  could  not 
recover  (b).     But  the  case  is  different  if  blame  is  to  be  imputed  to 
the  party  transacting  with  the  agent.     Thus,  a  paiiy  at  the  request 
of  a  bank-agent  gave  him  bills  which  the  agent  ostensibly  discounted, 
but  of  which  the  party  allowed  him  to  retain  the  proceeds  for  his 
private  accommodation.    The  agent  having  become  bankrupt,  it  was 
held,  that  although  the  discount  of  the  bills  had  been  reported  to 
the  banky  they  were  not  liable  for  the  money  (c). 

It  is  a  rule  of  law  founded  on  the  most  equitable  considerations,  Frotestsshouid 
that  a  protest  of  a  bill  taken  by  a  notary  who  is  the  acceptor,  uotaries  who  ^ 
indorser,  or  drawer,  is  inept  (d).     The  principle  of  this  rule  obvi-  ^^  ^  "^™' 
ously  applies  to  partners,  who  being  in  the  active  management  of 
the  company's  affairs,  act  as  notaries  in  protesting  bills  in  which 
the  company  is  concerned.     And  accordingly  it  has  been  observed 
from  the  bench,  that  the  managing  partner  of  a  bank  ought  not  to 

(a)  British  Linen  Co.  v.  Alexander^  (c)  Armstrong's  Assignees  v.   Leith 

1853,  15  D.  277.  Banking  Co.,  1831,  9  S.  889. 

(h)  Yofing's  Trs.  v.  Scott,  1831,  9  S.  (rf)  RusseU  v.  Kirk,  1827, 6  S.  133 ; 

074.  Leith  Bank  v.    Walker's   Trs.,  1836, 

14  S.  332. 
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act  as  notary  in  protesting  bills  dae  to  the  bank  (a) ;  but  it  has 
been  held  to  be  no  objection  to  the  validity  of  a  protest  of  a  bill, 
that  the  notary,  who  was  indorser  without  recourse,  had  some  years 
before  been  a  partner  of  a  company  who  were  the  drawers  of  the 
bill,  and  had  been  subsequently  found  liable,  in  respect  of  insuffi- 
cient notification  of  his  retirement,  for  the  debts  of  the  company  (6). 

EXTINCTION  OF  EIGHTS  AND  OBLIGATIONS. 


Extinction  of 
rights  and 
obb'gations. 


The  rights  and  obligations  of  companies  in  questions  with  their 
own  members  and  the  public  may  be  extinguished  by  mora  and 
taciturnity  in  the  same  way  as  those  of  individuals.  Some  cases  illus- 
trative of  the  operation  of  this  principle  will  be  found  noted  below  (c). 


PRESCRIPTION. 


Acquisition 
of  rights  by 
prescription. 


Corporations  may  acquire  rights  by  prescription  like  indivi- 
duals (d) ;  and  therefore  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  railway  com- 
panies and  the  like  may  in  this  way  acquire  or  amplify  such  rights 
as  it  is  competent  for  them  to  possess,  having  regard  to  the  instra- 


(a)  Farries  v.  Smith,  1813,  17  F.  C. 
860. 

(6)  M'Kenzie  v.  Smith,  1880, 9  S.  62. 

(c)  1.  Between  partners  or  share- 
holders  and  their  companies :  Black- 
hum  V.  Finlay,  1848,  10  D.  590; 
Blackburn  v.  Buchanan,  1848,  20  Jur. 
199  ;  M'Laren  v.  LiddeWs  Trustees, 
1862,  24  D.  677  ;  Craig  y.  Douglas, 
Heron,  and  Company,  1780,  aff. 
1781,  2  Pat.  App.  676  ;  Flowerdew  v. 
Laing,  1843,  6  D.  440.  It  may  be  re- 
marked, however,  that  in  queBtions  of 
accounting  inter  socios,  delay  unaccom- 
panied by  something  more  significant 
will  seldom  avail  to  bar  a  full  investi- 
gation at  the  instance  either  of  part- 
ners or  their  representatives.  See 
Lister  v.  Sutor,  1811,  aff.  1816,  6  Pat. 
App.  78;  Maclaren  or  Law  v.  Lid- 
deWs Trs,,  1860,  22  D.  373. 

2.  Between  companies  and  strangers : 
Craig  and  Co.  v.  Hamilton,  1823,  2 


S.  306  ;  Hunter  and  Co.  v.  Levy  and 
Co.,  1826,  3  S.  425 ;  Watson  and  Co. 
V.  O'BeiUy  and  Co.,  1826,  4  S.  480; 
Hutchison  and  Co.  v.  Scott,  1830,  8  S. 
377 ;  Harford  and  Co.  v.  Eobertm. 
1832,  6  TV.  and  S.  1 ;  OgUvie  v.  Duff, 
1834, 12  S.  867  ;  Forbes  v.  Edinbur^ 
Water  Co.,  1830,  8  S.  459 ;  Armstrong 
V.  Edinburgh  and  Leith  Ship.  Co., 
1826, 3  S.  323 ;  Mann  and  Co.  v.  Stin- 
ner,  1829,  7  S.  806 ;  Hunter  y.  Fleming 
and  Strang,  1829,  8  S.  234 ;  MacaUum 
and  Co.  v.  APKeand,  1847,  9  D.  630; 
Moir  V.  Alloa  Coal  Co.,  1849, 12  D.  77. 
{d)  See  Ayton  v.  Magistrates  of 
Kirkaldy,  1833, 11 S.  676 ;  MagistraUs 
of  Hamilton  v.  Duke  of  Hamilton, 
1846,  8  D.  844,  aff.  1860,  7  BeU'* 
App.  1,  22  Jur.  266  ;  Greig  t.  Magis- 
trates of  Kirkaldy,  1851,  13  D.  975 ; 
Watichope  V.  York  Buildings  Co.,  1781, 
M.  10706,  House  of  Loids,  1782.  2 
Pat.  App.  596. 
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ments  and  purposes  of  their  formation.  It  is  by  no  means  certain 
whether  the  qiuzsi  person  of  an  nnincorporated  company  can 
acquire  by  the  long  prescription,  though  the  decision  in  the  case  of 
a  friendly  society  would  seem  to  countenance  the  affirmative  view  (a). 
They  may,  however,  acquire  rights  by  acquiescence  (i). 

RIGHT  TO  INTERDICT. 

Interdict  is  competent  at  the  instance  of  companies  against  Interdict, 
theii*  partners,  and  of  partners  against  their  companies,  when  it 
can  be  shown  that  either  of  them  are  doing,  or  intending  to  do, 
something  injurious  to  the  rights  and  interest  of  the  other.  Thus 
interdict  was  granted  against  the  partner  of  a  company,  after  he 
had  been  sequestrated,  from  selling  by  auction  bills  accepted  by 
him  in  name  of  the  company  (c)  ;  and  the  instances  are  numerous 
of  companies  being  interdicted  by  their  partners  from  departing 
from  the  provisions  of  the  contract  of  formation,  applying  the 
company  funds  in  an  improper  manner,  etc.  (d).  These  matters 
will  be  fully  treated  of  under  the  heading  of  *  Interdict'  in  a  sub- 
sequent part  of  the  treatise. 

PUBLIC  BURDENS. 


Companies  are  liable  to  be  assessed  for  poor  rates  like  indivi-  Public 

*  *  ^  burdens. 

duals,  when  they  are  possessed  of  means  and  estate  liable  to  such 
assessment.  The  more  important  decisions  on  this  subject  will  be 
found  noted  below  (e). 


(a)  Kirk-session  of  South  Leith  v. 
Scott^  1832,  11  S.  75. 

(6)  Moir  V.  Alloa  Coal  Co.,  1849, 
12  D.  77. 

(c)  Taylor  and  Sons  v.  Taylor^ 
1823,  2  S.  143. 

(rf)  Learmonth  v.  Leadbiiter,  1841, 
3  D.  1192 ;  Brown  v.  Sir  C.  Adam, 

1848,  10  D.  744 ;  Wilson  v.  Glasgow 
and  South-Western  Ra.  Co.,  1850,  13 
D.  227. 

(e)  Railway  Companies:  —  Edin- 
burgh and  Glasgow  Ra,  Co,  v.  Meek, 

1849,  12  D.  153;    Glasgow  and  Ayr 


Ra,  Co.  Y,  Abbey  Parish  of  Paisley, 
1850, 13  D.  304  ;  Edinburgh  and  Glas- 
gow Ra.  Co.  V.  Adamson,  1853,  15  D. 
537 ;  Edinburgh,  Perth,  and  Dundee 
Ra.  Co.  y.  Arthur,  1854,  17  D.  252 ; 
Glasgow  and  Barrhead  Ra.  Co.,  1855, 
17  D.  1148,  aflf.  1860,  22  D.  (H.  of  L.) 
1 ;  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  Ra.  Co.  v. 
Arthur,  1858,  20  D.  677 ;  Croll  v.  Scot- 
tish Central  Ra.  Co.,  1861,  23  D.  747  ; 
MiUer,  1859,  20  D.  975. 

Canal  Companies :  —  Anderson  v. 
Union  Canal  Co.,  1839,  1  D.  648;  ibid. 
1847,  9  D.  402. 
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It  may  here  be  noticed  that  the  valuation  of  subjects  acquired 
by  railway  and  canal  companies  is  struck  by  the  Assessor  of  Rail- 
ways and  Canals.  17  and  18  Vict.  cap.  91,  sec.  3.  See  Foritimi 
Clyde  Canal  Co.,  1859,  24  D.  1453. 


Water  Companies  : — Hay  v.  Edin- 
Inmjh  Water  Co.,  1850,  12  D.  1240. 

Ordiuary  Comjmnies  :  — Buchanan 
V.  Parker,  1827,  5  S.  3G2 ;  Bakers  of 


Paisley  v.  Mags,  of  Paisley,  1836,  IJ 
S.  200 ;  Adams  v.  APLeroy  and  Co., 
1851, 14  D.  248;  WalkinshawyMaM. 
1850,  13  D.  198. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


RIGHT  TO  SHARE  PROFITS  AND  DIVIDENDS. 

The  acquisition  of  gain  and  its  division  among  the  members  form  General 
the  sole  parposes  of  the  mercantile  partnership.  Hence  no  one 
can  be  a  partner  in  the  proper  sense  of  the  term  who  is  not  entitled 
to  share  profits ;  and  the  enjoyment  of  this  right  by  any  one  is  per- 
haps the  strongest  groand  for  subjecting  him  in  company  liabilities 
in  a  question  with  the  public. 

The  share  to  which  each  partner  is  entitled,  and  the  periods  at  Shares  and 
which  a  division  of  the  profits  is  to  take  place,  generally  are,  and  sion  ought  to 
always  ought  to  be,  specifically  fixed  in  the  instrument  of  forma-  contract, 
tion,  or  in  some  written  agreement  subsequently  signed  by  all  the 
partners.     When  this,  as  sometimes  happens,  has  been  neglected, 
questions  of  a  very  embarrassing  kind  are  apt  to  present  them- 
selves. 

In  the  absence  of  any  written  agreement,  the  proportion  in  in  absence  of 

which  the  several  partners  are  to  share  profits  is  a  question  of  fact  sions,  the  pro- 

which  it  properly  falls  within  the  province  of  a  jury  to  determine,  prtue^'s  share 

hanng  regard  to  the  whole  circumstances  of  the  case  and  certain  forVju^!°" 

roles  of  lave  (a).     As  has  been  seen,  it  is  a  fixed  principle  of  law, 

founded  on  the  most  equitable   considerations,  that  wherever  a 

partnership  has  been  proved  to  exist,  every  partner  is  entitled  to 

at  least  some  share  of  the  profits.     Beyond  this,  there  is  a  legal 

presumption  for  equality  among  all  the  partners,  which,  in  dulioy 

ought  to  form  the  rule  of  division  (b).     But  as  this  is  merely  a 

(a)    CampbelTs    Trs.  v.    Thomson^  Ogilcie^  1813,  House  of  Lords,  1  Dow 

1K29,  7  S.  C50,  as  revd.  6  W.  and  S.  38,  5  Pat.  App.  706,  remitting  to  take 

16,  7  Bligb  432;  Aberdeen  Town  and  evidence  of  facts. 

County  Bank  v.  Clark^  1859,  22  D.  (ft)    Fergusson    v.    Graham's    Tr., 

4t.     See  p.  135.    See  also  Bruce  v.  1836,  14  S.  871;  Struthers  v.  Ban-, 
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Suggestions 
which  have 
been  made  on 
this  subject 


Jury  trial  tlie 
only  feasible 
mode. 


presumption,  it  may  be  overcome  by  evidence  proiU  de  jure  of  an 
agreement  to  share  profits  in  some  other  manner,  as  is  often  the 
case  when  the  contributions  of  skill,  of  capital,  or  of  connection 
and  interest  are  unequal. 

In  such  cases  it  has  been  said  that  the  extent  of  the  partners* 
interests  in  the  concern,  or,  in  other  words,  their  rights  to  share 
profits,  ought  in  the  absence  of  express  stipulations  to  be  measured 
by  the  amount  of  their  respective  contributions;  and  there  can  be  no 
dispute  as  to  the  equity  of  this  principle  considered  in  the  abstract  (a). 
But  in  practice  it  will  be  found  extremely  difficult  of  application ; 
for  in  disputed  cases  it  is  often  impossible  to  ascertain  the  propor- 
tionate value  of  the  contributions  made  by  the  partners  respectively. 
If,  indeed,  nothing  were  to  be  deemed  contribution  but  money  or 
goods,  the  problem  would  become  one  of  great  simplicity;  but 
it  is  evident  that  such  a  view  would  be  fraught  with  absurdity 
and  injustice,  since  connection,  interest,  skill,  business  habits,  and 
many  other  personal  qualifications,  are  often  of  far  more  importance 
than  pecuniary  contributions.  It  has  also  been  suggested  that  the 
extent  to  which  a  partner  is  liable  inter  socios  to  defray  partne^ 
ship  losses  might  be  fairly  taken  as  the  measure  of  his  right  to 
share  profits ;  yet  it  is  obvious  that  this  cannot  be  relied  on  as  an 
invariable  rule,  for  it  sometimes  happens  that  a  person  possessed  of 
great  skill  in  a  particular  line  of  business,  but  of  no  capital,  enters 
into  a  partnership  with  wealthy  persons,  on  the  express  condition 
that,  in  consideration  of  his  operative  skill,  he  shall  receive  an  equal 
share  of  profits,  while  the  losses  shall  be  entirely,  or  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, borne  by  them  (6). 

These  considerations  serve  to  show  how  peculiarly  fitted  such 
questions  are  for  the  determination  of  a  jury,  and  how  important 
it  is  that  nothing  calculated  to  throw  light  on  the  matter  should  be 
excluded  from  consideration.  Hence  the  jury  are  entitled  to  look 
at  every  available  kind  of  evidence,  and  ought  to  return  their  verdict 
on  a  sound  construction  of  the  whole  circumstances  of  the  case  (c)* 


1821, 1  S.  122 ;  1825, 4  S.  119 ;  House 
of  Lords,  1826,  2  W.  S.  153 ;  AP  Whir- 
ter  V.  Guthrie,  1822,  1  S.  295. 
(a)  Struthers  v.  jBarr,  supra, 
(6)  Robinson  v.  Anderson,  20  Beav. 
98 ;  Peacock  v.  Peacock,  16  Ves.  49  ; 


Farrar  v.  Beswick^  1  M.  and  Rob. 
627  ;  M'Gregor  v.  Bainbridge,  7  fl». 
164 ;  Ben/ord  v.  DommeU,  4  Vea.  766 ; 
Finlayson  v.  Rutherford,  1830, 8  S.  374. 
(c)  See  Stewart  v.  ForbeSj  I  Mac. 
and  G.  137,  and  preceding  cases. 
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Yet  it  is  important  to  observe,  that  they  have  no  right  to  make  a 
contract  for  the  partners,  or  to  apportion  the  profits  according  to 
any  rale  which  they  may  consider  equitable  in  the  circumstances 
of  the  case ;  neither  are  they  entitled  to  give  effect  to  what  may 
have  been  the  intention  or  understanding  of  some  of  the  partners, 
however  reasonable  it  may  appear,  unless  they  are  satisfied  that 
such  intention  or  understanding  was  raised  to  a  contract  by  receiv- 
ing the  consent  of  the  others  (a).  Their  duty  is  to  inquire,  in  the 
first  place,  whether  any  special  contract  or  arrangement  was  ever 
made  on  the  subject ;  for,  in  the  absence  of  this,  the  presumption 
of  law  for  equality  ought  to  be  taken  as  the  true  exponent  of  the 
intentions  of  the  partners  at  formation.  But  if  they  shall  be 
satisfied  that  the  matter  was  specially  provided  for,  it  will  then 
become  their  duty  to  endeavour  to  ascertain  what  the  special  provi- 
sions were  (6). 

It  is  sometimes  said  that,  according  to  the  existing  law  of  Scot-  Presuroption 
land,  there  is  no  presumption  for  equality  in  sharing  profits ;  and 
the  case  of  CampbelVa  Trustees  v.  Thomson  (c),  as  reversed  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  is  appealed  to  in  support  of  this  proposition.  But 
when  the  decision  in  that  case  is  taken  in  connection  with  the  other 
Scottish  authorities,  and  the  circumstances  in  which  it  was  given, 
it  seems  merely  to  amount  to  this,  that  while  there  is  a  presump- 
tion for  equality,  that  presumption  is  not  juris  et  de  jurej  but  may 
be  rebutted  by  evidence  to  the  contrary,  and  that  the  question  is  not 
one  to  be  decided  by  abstract  legal  presumptions,  but  by  laying 
the  whole  facts  of  the  case  before  a  jury  (d).  This  view  derives 
strong  confirmation  from  the  consideration  that  such  is,  and  always 
has  been,  the  law  of  England  (e).  The  same  rules  hold  good  in 
partnership  confined  to  a  single  transaction,  commonly  called  a  joint 
adventure  (/). 


for  equality. 


{a)Struther8  v.  Barr,  1821, 1 S.  122 ; 
as  revd.  1826,  2  W.  and  S.  153. 

(6)  See  Steward  v.  Forbes^  1  Mac.  and 
G.  137 ;  Webster  v.  Bragg,  7  Ha.  169 ; 
Copland  y.  Toulmin,  7  CI.  and  Fin.  349. 

(c)  1829,  7  S.  650 ;  revd.  and  re- 
mitted for  trial  by  jury,  1831,  5  W. 
and  S.  16,  7  Bligh  N.  S.  432. 

(<0  2  BeU'B  Com.  645-6.  See  antea, 
p.  136. 


(e)  See  Lindley,  p.  573  et  seq. 

(/)  See  Robinson  v.  Anderson,  20 
Beav.  98 ;  Webster  v.  Bray,  7  Ha.  159 ; 
Hauslip  V.  Kitton,  8  E.  Jur.  N.  S.  835 ; 
McGregor  v.  Bainbridge,  7  Ha.  164, 
note;  Hobkin  v.  Hog,  1715,  Robert. 
Ap.  147,  rev.  judgment  of  Court  of 
Session;  Keith  v.  Penn,  1840,  2  D. 
633. 
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An  arrange-  If  an  agreement  for  division  of  profits  in  a  particular  manner  is 

nuuio  is  pre-      established  to  have  once  existed,  it  will  be  presumed  to  continue 
coutinue.  Until  the  Contrary  is  made  out.     Thus,  where  the  shares  of  partners 

were  originally  equal,  proposals  made   by  one   of   them  for  an 
alteration  in  the  proportions,  but  not  definitely  assented  to,  were 
held  of  no  importance  (a) ;  and  where  partners  retire,  it  is  pre- 
sumed that  their  shares  have  been  taken  by  those  who  remain,  in 
the  proportions  in  which  these  last  previously  held  shares  in  the 
concern  (6).     When,  however,  a  second  contract  altering  the  pro- 
portions in  which  profits  are  to  be  divided,  is  fairly  established,  full 
effect  will  be  given  to  its  provisions  (c). 
Company  debts         Before  division,  or  at  least  payment  of  profits,  all  debts  due  br 
infore  divibiou  the  coucem  ought  to  be  paid  off  or  properly  provided  for,  and 
arrangements  should  be  made  to  defray  the  current  expenditure. 
This  mode  of  procedure,  which  is  only  fair  to  the  company  cre- 
ditors, will  be  found  in  the  end  most  conducive  to  the  interests  of 
the  partners,  and  is  consequently  presumed  in  law  to  have  been 
their  intention.      Thus  a  clause  in  the  contract  of  a  shipping 
copartnery,  relative  to  the  division  of  *  free  profits,'  was  held  to 
imply  gross  profits  under  deduction  of  repairs  on  the  vessels,  etc^ 
and  of  a  sum  equivalent  to  the  loss  caused  by  their  annual  dete- 
rioration from  age,  although  a  limited  sinking  fund  had  been  pro- 
vided *  for  upholding  the  number  of  vessels  necessary  for  carrying 
on  the  company's  trade,  and  meeting  any  risks  which  the  company 
may  have  incurred,'  etc.  (d), 
I'artner  must  Furthermore,  a  partner  cannot  claim  any  share  of  profits  while 

to  Uie  coinpany  he  remains  debtor  to  the  concern  in  contribution,  indemnity,  or  an? 
c-UiinTprofiu!     other  admitted  claim,  unless  indeed  some  arrangement  has  been 
made  by  which  such  claims  are  to  be  allowed  to  lie  over  for  the 
time.     When  his  share  of  profits  exceeds  his  liabilities,  he  will  be 
entitled  to  the  balance  after  deduction  of  the  latter  («). 
Profits  payable         Trust  f uuds  are  sometimes  improperly  invested  by  the  trustees 

by  trustees. 

(a)  Struthera  v.  Barr,  1821,  1  S.      1618;   Ballandene  v.  Glasgow  f  »»<* 
122  ;  as  revd.  1826,  2  W.  and  S.  153.      Bank,  1839,  1  D.  1170. 

(b)  Robley  v.  Brooke,  7  Bligh  N.  S.  90.  (d)  Floxcerdew  ▼.  Dundee  Ship.  Co., 

(c)  Buchanan  v.  Lennox,  1838, 16  S.      1831,  9  S.  373  ;  aff.  1832,  6  W.  ai«l 
824.    See,  as  to  the  rigid  constraction      S.  160. 

of  contracts  in  relation  to  this  matter,  (e)  Whytlaw  v.  CoaUt,  1800,  4  P«^' 

Samuel  and  Co,  v.  Brown,  1842,  4  D.      App.  148. 
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in  the  business  of  copartneries  of  which  they  are  members ;  and 
when  this  is  the  case,  they  are  liable  in  payment  to  the  beneficiaries 
of  the  profits  made  upon  snch  inyestments.  In  computing  these, 
there  must  be  taken  into  account  not  only  the  input  capital  of  the 
partners,  but  all  other  funds  obtained  on  loan  or  otherwise,  and 
Invested  in  the  partnership  business ;  and  the  proportion  which  the 
trust  monies  bear  to  the  whole  funds  so  employed,  regulates  the 
share  of  profits  to  be  made  over  to  the  beneficiaries.  Periodical 
docquets,  fixing  the  interests  of  the  partners  inter  se^  are  of  no  im- 
portance (a). 

When  no  agreement  has  been  made  in  the  partnership  contract  Times  of 
as  to  the  particular  time  at  which  profits  are  to  be  divided,  and  the 
amount  to  be  divided  at  any  given  time,  it  would  seem  that  the 
will  of  the  majority  will  determine  such  matters  (6).  But  this  only 
holds  true  within  certain  limits;  for  when  all  company  obligations  and 
debts  have  been  settled,  every  partner  would  seem  entitled  to  insist 
for  at  least  an  annual  division  of  profits,  and  a  refusal  to  comply  with 
such  a  demand  would  seem  to  form  a  good  ground  for  dissolution. 

As  a  general  rule,  it  may  be  laid  down  that  the  right  to  share  How  partners 
profits  is  indefeasible  in  every  partner,  so  long  as  the  partnership  ™uded  from 
relation  continues.     Provisions  may,  no  doubt,  be  inserted  in  the  p^^** 
contract,  empowering  a  majority  to  exclude  a  partner  from  his 
share  of  profits  for  a  time,  as  a  penalty  for  transgressing  some 
specified  rule,  just  as  they  may  be  empowered  to  expel  him  from 
the  society  altogether;    but  the  exetcise  of  such  powers  will  be 
very  narrowly  scrutinized  by  the  tribunals,  and  will  not  be  sustained 
where  any  of  the  prescribed  provisions  have  not  been  rigorously 
adhered  to,  or  where  there  is  the  least  reason  to  suspect  corrupt 
motives  (c).     Bye-laws  imposing  forfeiture  of  profits  as  penalties 
are  only  valid  where  they  form  part  of  the  original  contract,  or 
where  they  have  received  the  assent  of  every  member  after  the 
company  was  brought  into  existence  (d). 

(a)  Cochrane  v.  Black,  1857,  19  D.  Devon  Ra.  Co,,  20  Beay.  384 ;  Stuhhs 

1019.  v.  Lister,  1  Y.  and  C.  C.  C.  81 ;  Bar- 

(6)  See  Stevens  v.  South  Devon  Ra,  ton'9  case,  4  Drew  535,  aff.  4  De  G. 

Co.,  9  Ha.  327  ;  Browne  v.  Monmouth-  and  J.  46  ;  Adley  v.  Whitstahle  Co,, 

shire,  etc,  Co,,  13  Beav.  32  ;  Powere  17  Ves.  315  ;  19  Ves.  304. 

of  Majorities,  antea,  (cQ  Adley  y,  Whitstahle  Company, 

(c)  See,  as  to  this,  Harris  v.  North  supra. 
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Disclaimer  of 
transaction. 


A  partner  may,  however,  forfeit  hia  share  of  profits  by  having 
disclaimed  connection  with  the  transaction  or  adventure  oat  of 
which  they  arose.  This  not  unfrequently  happens  where  a  partner, 
who  considers  a  speculation  proposed  by  his  copartners  to  be  more 
likely  to  result  in  loss  than  in  remuneration,  intimates  to  them 
that  he  will  have  no  concern  in  carrying  it  out.  In  such  a  case  be 
is  indeed  secure  from  all  risk  of  loss  in  a  question  inter  sodos;  but 
he  forfeits  all  share  of  profit.  Thus,  where,  during  the  continental 
war,  a  British  subject  and  an  American  citizen  were  in  partnersbip, 
and  one  of  them  made  shipments  of  goods  to  the  continent  of 
Europe,  he  was  held  exclusively  entitled  to  the  profits  arising  on 
the  transaction,  in  consequence  of  the  other  having  written  letters 
disclaiming  all  connection  with  the  goods,  though  he  alleged  that 
these  letters  had  been  written  to  deceive  the  enemy  (a).  In  such 
cases^  however,  the  disclaimer  must  be  very  unequivocal. 


PUBLIC  COMPANIES. 


Equality  of 
Bhares  in  pub- 
lic companies. 


Preference 
Bhares. 


Debts  should 
be  paid  before 
dividends. 


In  public  companies,  the  interest  of  the  members  is  determined 
by  the  number  of  shares  which  they  respectively  hold ;  and  where, 
as  is  usually  the  case,,  the  shares  are  of  equal  value,  there  can  be  no 
difficulty  in  apportioning  the  amount  of  profits  or  dividends  (as  tbev 
are  generally  termed)  to  which  the  holders  are  respectively  entitled. 
The  shareholders,  quoad  the  shares  held  by  each,  rank  pari  passu; 
and  any  attempt  to  give  a  preference  or  priority  to  some  over 
others  is  illegal  (6).  Where,  however,  ^  preference  shares'  have 
been  issued  under  competent  authority,  the  holders  will  be  entitled  to 
payment  of  dividends  to  the  amount  guaranteed,  whatever  thatmaj 
be,  before  the  other  shareholders  receive  any  share  of  the  profits  {c). 

No  dividends  should,  as  a  rule,  be  paid  until  the  essdng 
debts  and  current  expenses  of  the  company  have  been  either  paid 


(a)  PoUocVs  Reps.  v.  Buchanan^ 
1824,  2  S.  581,  and  1826,  4  S.  39 ; 
aff.  1826,  2  W.  and  S.  143.  See  also 
Bayne  v.  Kyd^  1817,  House  of  Lords, 
5  Dow  151. 

(6)  See  AdUy  v.  WhiUtdble  Co,,  17 
Ves.  815. 

(c)  See  Corry  v.  Londonderry  Ra, 


Co,,  29  Beav.  263 ;  Coates  v.  Notting- 
ham Waterworks  Co,,  30  Bear.  86; 
Henry  v.  Great  Nor.  Ra,  Co,,  1  De  G. 
and  J.  606  ;  Crawford  r.  Nortk-Eagl. 
Ra,  Co,,  3  K.  and  J.  723 ;  Sevens  v. 
South  Devon  Ra.  Co.,  9  Ha.  318; 
Sturge  v.  East.  Counties  Ra.  Co.,  7  Dc 
G.  Mac.  and  6.  158. 
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off  or  provided  for ;  but  when  the  company  creditors  agree  to  allow 
their  claims  to  stand  over  while  the  interest  is  regularly  paid;  it 
does  not  appear  to  be  incompetent  to  declare  a  dividend  on  such 
surplos  of  revenae  as  may  arise  after  the  ciiri*ent  expenditure  has 
been  defrayed.  The  propriety  of  adopting  this  course  ought  to 
be  determined  according  to  the  views  of  the  majority  of  the  share- 
holders (a). 

It  is  a  most  reprehensible,  though  it  has  hitherto  been  a  too  Declaring  diw- 

1      •  dends  where 

common  practice,  for  those  charged  with  the  management  of  com-  no  profits  have 

,  ,  ,  ,  ,  ,  been  realized. 

panics  whose  affairs  are  in  an  embarrassed  condition,  to  declare 
dividends  when  no  profits  have  been  realized,  and  to  pay  them  out 
of  the  proceeds  of  loans,  or  even  out  of  the  capital  of  the  company. 
Such  dishonourable  and  fraudulent  proceedings  are  usually  defended 
as  being  necessary  expedients  to  maintain  the  credit  of  the  concern, 
so  as  to  tide  over  some  temporary  crisis  in  the  money  market  or  in 
the  affairs  of  the  company ;  but  they  are  rarely  if  ever  successful, 
and  only  plunge  the  company  and  its  members  in  still  greater 
embarrassments.  Such  practices  are  grossly  illegal,  and  justly 
subject  those  who  are  concerned  in  their  adoption  in  personal 
liability  to  the  full  amount  of  the  dividends  which  have  thus  been 
fraadulently  declared  and  paid  away  (b). 

It  frequently  happens  that  there  are  several  classes  of  shares  Shares  not^ 
on  which  unequal  sums  have  been  paid  up.    When  this  is  so,  the 
dividends  should  be  apportioned  not  in  proportion  to  the  nominal 
value  of  the  shares,  but  with  reference  to  the  sums  actually  paid 
up  in  each  (c). 

Where  a  for£;ed  deed  of  transfer  has  been  refdstered  by  the  Forged 

°  ...      transfers. 

company  in  ignorance  of  the  forgery,  the  dividends  must  be  paid 
to  the  true  owner ;  and,  from  the  analogy  of  the  law  of  England, 
a  multiplepoinding  would  not  in  such  circumstances  appear  com- 
petent to  the  company  (d). 

When  shares  are  registered  in  the  name  of  a  married  woman.  Married 
the  dividends  can  only  be  safely  paid  on  the  receipt  of  the  husband 

(a)  See  Stevens  v.  South  Devon  Ra.  541  (1849).    This  was  ezprecsly  pro- 
Co.,  supra ;  Broume  v.  Monmouthshire  vided  by  the  GompanieB  Act  of  1866, 
ttc.   Co.,  13  Beav.  82  ;  Corry  v.  Lon-  19  and  20  Vict.  c.  47,  s.  14. 
(lottderry  Ra,  Co.^  supra.  (c)  Somes  v.  Carrie,  1 E.  and  J.  605. 

(6)  Bumts  V.  Penndl^  10  D.  689,  \d)  Dalton  v.  Midland  Ra.  Co.,  12 

aff.  2  H.  of  L.  Cases  497, 6  Bell's  App.  ,  G.  B.  458,  and  13  ibid.  474. 


women. 
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or  of  both  spouses ;  a  receipt  by  the  woman  will  only  avail  where 
the  jus  mar  hi  has  been  excluded  (a). 
Timosof  The  times  at  which  dividends  are  to  be  paid  are  generally 

regulated  by  provisions  in  the  instrument  of  formation.  In  the 
absence  of  such  provisions,  the  will  of  a  majority  will  govern.  But 
it  must  be  observed,  that  neither  the  board  of  directors  nor  a 
majority  of  the  members  will  be  allowed,  contrary  to  the  desires  of 
a  dissentient  minority,  to  delay  unduly  to  declare  a  dividend  when 
free  profits  exist,  or  to  apply  them  to  other  purposes  than  those 
contemplated  by  the  instrument  of  formation  (ft). 
Provisions  of  The  following  are  the  provisions  of  the  Companies'  Clauses 

Consolidation  (Scotland)  Act  in  relation  to  dividends  : — The  com- 
pany may  pay  dividends  on  the  receipt  of  the  party  in  whose  name 
the  shares  stand  in  the  company  books ;  and  if  they  stand  in  the 
names  of  more  persons  than  one,  then  on  the  receipt  of  the  partv 
first  named  and  surviving.  No  attention  need  be  paid  to  trusts, 
though  duly  notified  (c).  Interest  on  mortgages  or  bonds  must  be 
paid  in  preference  to  dividends  (d).  No  dividend  shall  be  paid  out 
of  capital  {e)\  and  before  apportioning  the  profits,  the  directors  may 
set  aside  a  fund  for  contingencies,  or  for  repairs  and  Inaprove- 
ments  (/).  Previously  to  every  meeting  at  w^hich  a  dividend  is 
intended  to  be  declared,  a  scheme  must  be  prepared  by  the  directors, 
showing  the  profits  which  have  accrued  since  the  last  meeting  at 
which  a  dividend  was  declared,  and  apportioning  the  same,  or  as 
much  as  they  consider  applicable  to  the  purposes  of  dividend, 
among  the  shareholders,  according  to  their  respective  shares,  the 
amount  paid  thereon,  and  the  periods  during  which  the  same  has 
been  paid.  This  scheme  must  be  laid  before  the  meeting;  and 
if  approved,  the  dividend  is  declared  in  accordance  therewith  (</)• 
No  dividend  is  payable  in  respect  of  any  share  until  the  calls 
payable  on  all  shares  held  by  the  owner  thereof  have  been  paid  (&)• 
observationB  In  relation  to  these  provisions,  it  may  be  noticed  that  after  a  divi- 

dend has  been  declared,  each  shareholder  entitled  to  participate  has  a 
separate  and  independent  right  to  recover  his  proportion,  and  may 

(a)  See  Gardners  v.  Royal  Bank^  (rf)  Sec.  61. 
1815,  18  F.  C.  458.  (e)  Sec.  124. 

(b)  York  and  North  Midland  Ra.  (/)Sec.  126. 
Co,  V.  Hudson,  16  Beav.  485.  (g)  Sec.  123. 

(c)  Sec.  21.  (A)  Sec.  126. 
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make  it  good  against  the  company  by  action  at  his  own  instance  (a). 
The  English  courts  have  refused  to  restrain  a  company  from  paying  a 
dividend  on  the  mere  ground  that  the  directors  had  acted  in  violation 
of  their  duty  to  the  public  (&) ;  and  a  lien  on  shares  is  supposed  to  give 
as  an  accessory  a  right  to  recover  dividends  accruing  thetefrom  (c). 

If  companies  registered  under  the  Act  1862  adopt  Table  A,  Provisions  of 
Schedule  I.,  as  their  articles  of  association,  the  following  will  be  the 
provisions  applicable  to  dividends : — The  directors  may,  with  the 
company's  sanction  in  general  meeting,  declare  a  dividend  to  be  paid 
to  the  members  in  proportion  to  their  shares  (No.  72) ;  dividends 
can  be  paid  out  of  profits  only  (No.  73).  Before  recommending  a 
dividend,  the  directors  may  set  aside  out  of  the  profits  a  sum  to  meet 
contingencies,  to  equalize  dividends,  or  to  repair  and  maintain  the 
company  works ;  and  they  may  invest  this  sum  on  such  securities 
as  they  see  fit  (No.  74).  The  directors  may  deduct  froiii  the 
dividends  payable  to  any  member  all  sums  due  from  him  to  the 
company  in  name  of  calls  or  otherwise  (No.  75).  Notice  of  any 
dividend  that  has  been  declared  must  be  given  to  each  member  by 
personal  service  or  transmission  through  the  post,  prepaid,  and 
addressed  to  him  at  his  registered  place  of  abode  (Nos.  76, 95,  96, 
97).  All  dividends  unclaimed  for  three  years  after  having  been 
declared,  may  be  forfeited  by  the  directors  to  the  company  (No. 
76).    No  dividend  bears  interest  against  the  company  (No.  77). 

It  is  further  provided  by  sec.  38,  No.  7,  as  a  rule  applicable  in  General 
all  cases,  that  in  the  event  of  the  company  being  wound  up,  no 
sum,  due  a  member  as  such  by  way  of  dividends  or  profits,  shall 
be  deemed  to  be  a  debt  due  by  the  company,  payable  to  such 
member  in  a  competition  between  himself  and  any  other  creditor 
who  is  not  a  member  of  the  company ;  but  every  such  sum  may  be 
taken  into  account  in  a  final  adjustment  of  the  contributories 
among  themselves  (d). 

The  provisions  of  the  previous  Act  of  1856  are  somewhat  5^^!°^\2jg 
similar.      They  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  Table  B  in  the 
Schedule,  Nos.  63  to  68. 

(a)  See  Carlisle  v.  South-Eaat.  Ba,  (c)    Hague   v.    Dandeson^    2    Ex. 

Co.,  6  Ra.  Caa.  670 ;  Hodges,  p.  79.  741. 

(6)   Browne  v.  Monmouthshire  Ra.  (d)  See,  in  connection  with  this,  sec. 

Co.,  20  Law  Joor.  (Chan.)  497.  101. 

2B 
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CHAPTER  V. 

RIGHT  TO  SHARE  IN  MANAGEMENT. 
Right  to  sLare    This  right  is  of  such  importance  to  protect  the  interests  of  the 

mauagenieDt.       .       ,    ,  ,  , 

individual  members,  not  merely  against  possible  fraud  on  the  part 
of  their  fellows,  but  against  the  consequences  of  their  oversight, 
negligence,  or  dereliction  of  duty,  that  it  is  hard  to  conceive  the 
existence  of  the  partnership  relation  with  any  one  who  is  not 
entitled  to  its  exercise  in  some  form  or  other.  It  is  true  that  in  a 
private  firm  the  power  of  agency  may  be  wholly  or  in  part  with- 
drawn from  some  of  the  copartners,  and  confided  to  others  more 
fitted  for  its  exercise;  and  that  in  public  companies  it  never 
resides  in  the  members  generally,  but  is  always  committed  to 
managing  officials  specially  charged  with  the  executive  admini- 
stration ;  yet  this  does  not  in  the  least  degree  affect  the  rights  of  a 
latent  or  dormant  partner,  or  of  a  shareholder,  to  take  part  in  the 
management  of  the  concern  of  which  he  is  a  member,  to  discuss 
every  proposed  measure,  to  vote  for  or  against  its  adoption,  and  to 
check  any  departure  from  the  objects  of  the  undertaking,  and  any 
abuse  of  power  on  the  part  of  those  charged  with  the  active 
management,  or  of  the  members  generally  (a).  Hence  any  attempt 
by  some  of  the  partners  to  exclude  the  others  from  taking  part  in 
the  management,  will  at  once  be  checked  by  the  Court  (i).  It  has 
been  held  in  England,  that  though  one  of  two  partners  mortgages 
all  his  share  and  interest  in  the  concern  to  the  other,  the  latter  will 
not  be  permitted  during  the  continuance  of  the  partnership  to 

(a)  Dickson  v.  Dickson,  1823,  2  S.  (6)  See  Dickson  v.  Dickson,  svpra ; 

418  ;  and  Paul  v.  Taylor,  1826,  4  S.  Marshall  v.  Colnutn,  2  Jac  and  W. 

680.      See  also  antea,  p.   107,   and  266 ;    Goodman  v.   WMtcomh,  I  ^^ 

Lloyd  V.  Loaring,  6  Ves.  777.  and  W.  589. 


m 
which  this 

exer- 
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exclude  the  other  from  the  management  (a).  And  the  fact  of  one 
partner  being  practically  excluded  from  the  exercise  of  this  right, 
has  been  held  to  be  a  sufficient  ground  for  the  appointment  of  a 
receiver  (b)  (judicial  factor)  to  manage  the  concern. 

This  right  is  generally  exercised  by  voting  at  meetings,  ordinary  Modes  i 
or  extraordinary,  convened  for  the  purpose  of  examining  into  the  ^^^^^ 
management  and  of  passing  resolutions.  Eveiy  partner  is  entitled  ^^^^^' 
to  be  heard,  as  well  as  to  vote ;  and  the  fact  of  his  not  being  present, 
in  consequence  of  want  of  due  notice,  may  be  fatal  to  the  validity 
of  the  proceedings.  In  general,  his  power  to  affect  the  manage- 
ment is  confined  to  the  value  of  his  vote ;  but  there  are  some  cases 
in  which  his  single  refusal  to  concur  in  a  proposed  measure  will 
render  it  incompetent.  Of  this  kind  are  attempts  to  change  the 
nature  of  the  business  (c),  to  travel  out  of  the  sphere  of  operation 
for  which  the  company  was  formed  (d),  or  to  do  something  forbidden 
by,  plainly  at  variance  with,  or  obviously  not  contemplated  in,  the 
instrument  of  formation  (e). 

RIGHT  TO  INSPECTION  OF  COMPANY  BOOKS. 

The  right  which  every  partner  possesses  to  take  part  in  the  Bight  of  access 
management  of  the  company,  necessarily  involves  that  of  making  books. 
himself  fully  cognizant  of  the  state  of  its  affairs.  Deprived  of 
this,  his  chances  of  sharing  profits  might  be  found  very  illusory ; 
and  he  might  often  be  involved  in  ruinous  liabilities  and  losses 
which  he  could  neither  foresee  nor  prevent.  It  has  therefore  come 
to  be  regarded  as  a  fixed  and  fundamental  principle  of  the  law  pi 
partnership,  that  every  partner  is  entitled  to  insist  that  the  company 
books  and  accounts  shall  be  accurately  kept,  and  be  at  all  times 
patent  to  his  inspection  (/).     So  important  are  these  rights  con- 

(a)  Rowe  v.  Woody  2  Jac.  and  W.  son  v.  Glasgow  and  South-  West.  Ra. 

658.  Co.,  1850,  13  D.  227.     See  also  Wil- 

Qi)  Wilson^  1  Swanst.  471 ;  Clegg^  liamson  v.  North  Brit.  Ra.  Co.,  1846, 

1  Mac.  and  G.  294.  9   D.    256 ;    Wedderhurvr  v.   Scottish 

(c)  Maxton  v.  Brown,  1839,  1  D.  Central  Ra.  Co.,  1848,  10  D.  1317  ; 
367  ;  Fleming  v.  Campbell,  1845,  7  D.  National  Ex.  Co.  v.  Glasgow  and  Ard- 
935.  rossan  Ra.  Co.,  1849,  11  D.  571. 

(d)  Brown  v.  Adam,  1848,  10  D.  (e)  See  Powers  of  Majorities,  and 
744 ;    Balfour's    Trs.  v.    Edin.    and  previous  cases. 

Nor.  Ra.  Co.,  1848, 10  D.  1240 ;  Wil-  (/)  Per  Lord  Eldon  in  Rowe  v. 
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sidered  to  be,  that  they  are  generally  made  the  subject  of  special 
provisions  in  the  partnership  contract.  In  private  firms  it  is  usual 
to  entrust  the  keeping  and  custody  of  the  books  to  one  of  the  partr 
ners,  and  it  is  not  uncommon  to  delegate  these  duties  to  a  paid 
assistant  or  bookkeeper ;  but  whatever  arrangement  of  this  kind 
may  be  made  for  purposes  of  convenience,  it  is  quite  settled  law, 
that  no  partner  is  entitled  to  retain  the  books  in  his  own  exclusive 
custody,  to  remove  them  from  the  place  of  business,  or  to  put  any 
bar  in  the  way  of  their  being  examined  and  scrutinized  by  his 
copartners  (a).  So  fully,  indeed,  is  this  principle  recognised,  that 
if  a  partner  chooses  to  enter  the  partnership  accounts  in  a  private 
book  among  his  own  personal  matters,  this,  instead  of  excluding 
the  scrutiny  of  his  copartners,  may  entitle  them  to  inspection  of  all 
that  the  private  book  contains  (6). 

Restrictions  on  Sometimes,  when  the  nature  of  the  business  seems  to  require 
it,  though  this  can  be  but  of  rare  occurrence,  it  is  made  a  provision 
of  the  copartnery  contract,  that  the  partners  generally  shall  not 
have  access  to  the  books,  but  that  they  shall  remain  under  the  sole 
control  of  those  charged  with  the  active  management  of  the  con- 
cern. Such  provisions  are  not  favourites  of  the  law ;  and  they 
will  not  be  permitted  to  stand  in  the  way  of  a  rigid  scrutiny,  if  a 
case  calling  for  investigation  is  relevantly  alleged  (c). 

Case  of  public  In  public  Companies  with  a  large  and  fluctuating  membership, 

the  duty  of  keeping  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  concern  is 
necessarily  entrusted,  like  other  matters  of  ordinary  management,  to 
the  managers  or  directors.  This  does  not,  however,  derogate  from 
the  right  of  the  shareholders  to  inspect  and  scrutinize  them.  Yet, 
as  it  could  serve  no  good  purpose,  and  might  often  be  productive 
of  mischievous  consequences,  to  leave  the  company  books  and 
accounts  continually  open  to  the  inspection  of  shareholders,  it  is 
usual  to  insert  in  the  contract  certain  provisions  fixing  the  times  at 

Wood,  2  Jac.  and  W.  358,  859,  and  148 ;  Taylor  v.  RundeU,  1  Y.  and  C 

558 ;  Goodman  v.    Whitcomb,  1  Jac.  C.  C.  128 ;   Stuart  v.  BuU,  12  Sm. 

and  W.  593  ;  Cameron  v.  WMurray,  460. 

1855,    17    D.    1142;     M'Gregor   v.  (h)  Freeman  y.  FairUe.S  UerM\ 

M'Gregor,  1823,  2  S.  413.  Toulmin  v.  Copland,  3  Y.  and  C.  ix 

(a)  Greatrix  v.  Greatrix,  1  De  G.  655. 

and  S.  692  ;  Taylor  v.  Davis,  3  Beav.  (c)  CoVinx  v.  North  BritiA  Bank, 

388 ;    Charlton    v.    Poulter,   19  Vcs.  1850,  13  D.  349. 
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which  they  shall  be  open  for  inspection^  and  any  restrictions  on  the 
exercise  of  this  right  which  may  be  deemed  advisable.  Such  pro- 
visions and  regulations  are  binding  (a) ;  but  they  will  be  fairly 
construed  by  the  Court,  and  will  not  be  interpreted  so  as  to  afford 
occasion  for  fraudulent  or  even  unjustifiable  concealment  (6). 
Thus,  when  the  contract  of  a  banking  company  prohibited  the 
shareholders  from  access  to  the  books,  it  was  held  that  this  provi- 
sion was  applicable  only  to  the  case  of  fair  and  ordinary  manage- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  directors,  and  did  not  bar  a  shareholder 
from  insisting  on  exhibition  when  he  had  relevantly  libelled  an 
action  of  fraud  against  the  directors  (c). 

Sestrictions  of  any  kind  on  the  common  law  right,  which  every  Where  restrio- 
shareholder,  in  virtue  of  being  a  partner,  has  to  inspection  of  the  binding. 
company's  books,  are  only  effectual  where  they  have  received  the 
assent  of  all  the  members  of  the  association,  adhibited  in  the 
instrument  of  formation,  or  at  some  subsequent  period  when  that 
is  competent.  They^cannot  be  imposed  by  resolutions  of  directors, 
or  even,  it  should  seem,  by  the  will  of  majorities  (d).  Wore  this 
otherwise,  shareholders  might  be  deprived  of  a  powerful  means  of 
checking  malversation  at  the  very  time  when  its  possession  was  of 
greatest  importance.  If  directors  are  required  to  depone  to  the 
contents  of  the  company  books,  they  cannot  plead  ignorance  on 
the  ground  of  having  been  excluded  from  their  inspection  by  their 
co-officials.  They  ought  to  have  enforced  the  rights,  since  they 
chose  to  undertake  the  duties,  of  the  office  («). 

Shareholders,  like  partners,  are  bound  in  all  company  matters  Bight  of  in- 
to pay  due  regard  to  the  common  interests ;  and  hence  they  are  not  Se^z^ised^ 
entitled  to  abuse  their  right  of  inspecting  the  company  books  by  J^^, 
publishing  their  contents  to  strangers,  particularly  when  the  com- 
pany is  involved  in  litigation  (/).     And  for  this  reason,  when,  by 
a  company's  special  act,  shareholders  were  declared  entitled  to 

(a)  Baldwin  v..  Lawrence^  2  Sim.  the  books  and  report.    See  HaU  y. 

and  Stu.  184  ;  WiUiams  v.  Prince  of  Connell,  3  Y.  and  C.  Ex.  707. 
WaU9  Life  Co.^  23  Beav.  338.  ((0  See  Taylor  v.  Rundell,  1  Y.  and 

(6)  HaU  V.  ConneU,  3  Y.  and  C.  C.  C.  C.  128;  Stuart  v.  Bute,  12  Sim. 

Ex.  707.  460. 

(c)  Collins  V.  North  British  Bank,  (e)  See  last  cases. 

1850,  13  D.  349.     Here  the  Court  re-  (/)   Williams  v.   Prince  of  Wales 

initted  to  an  accountant  to  examine  Co,,  supra. 
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inspection  of  the  books  at  all  seasonable  times,  the  English  courts 
have  refused  to  enforce  this  right  by  mandamusy  unless  the  peti- 
tioner could  show  that  he  had  been  denied  inspection  by  the 
managing  body,  after  alleging  as  a  ground  for  his  application  a 
purpose  which  seemed  reasonable  to  the  Court  (a). 
Modes  of  keep-         j^  would  be  out  of  placc  in  a  work  of  this  kind  to  enter  into 

ing  partnership  *^ 

books.  any  detailed  examination  of  the  different  modes  of  bookkeeping 

which  have  been  recommended  for  adoption  in  private  companies 
and  firms,  or  to  pass  any  judgment  on  their  respective  merits.  It 
may  be  observed,  however,  that  in  making  choice  of  a  particolar 
method,  attention  should  be  given  to  the  nature  of  the  busmess, 
and  the  manner  in  which  it  is  intended  to  be  carried  on.  When  it 
does  not  involve  numerous  details,  and  when  the  partners  are  not 
familiar  with  the  refinements  of  bookkeeping,  the  more  simple  the 
method  adopted,  so  that  it  have  the  merit  of  clearness,  the  more 
likely  will  it  be  to  serve  the  purpose  intended.  If,  again,  the 
company  transactions  are  numerous  and  complex,  a  more  artificial 
and  elaborate  system  of  bookkeeping  will  be  required,  and  the  wd 
of  a  trained  assistant  may  be  advisable.  But  whatever  may  be  the 
principles  of  the  system  adopted  in  other  respects,  it  is  of  essential 
importance  that  the  firm  be  treated  as  a  separate  person,  and  that 
the  partners  be  dealt  with  as  its  debtors  and  creditors.  This  method 
of  keeping  partnership  accounts  will  be  found  of  excellent  use  in 
cases  of  dissolution,  and  of  the  death,  embarrassment,  or  bankruptcy 
of  a  partner ;  and  it  has  the  advantage  of  being  in  exact  confonnity 
with  the  Scottish  theory  of  partnership  law,  which  recognises  the 
quasi  person  of  the  firm.  Even  in  England  its  simplicity  and 
practical  utility  have  led  to  its  general  adoption  among  mercantile 
men. 
Ammprements  It  will  often  be  found  convenient  to  entrust  the  duty  of  keepmg 

and  custody  of  the  partnership  books  to  some  one  of  the  partners  in  particolar, 
^  ^^  '  sometimes  to  a  paid  assistant,  subject  of  course  in  all  cases  to  the 
supervision  of  the  partners  generally.  Arrangements  of  this  kind 
may  well  be  introduced  into  the  contract  of  copartnery,  which  should 
also  contain  a  provision  that  the  books  are  to  lie  at  the  office  of  the 
company,  and  open  to  the  inspection  of  every  partner.     This  last 

(a)  See  Reg.  v.    Wills  and  Berks  Canal  Co.,  3  A.  and  E.  477 ;  Rtg.  r. 
Clear,  4  B.  and  C.  899. 
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provision,  which  is  a  mere  affirmance  of  the  common  law,  has  the 
advantage  of  preventing  misconceptions  or  disputes. 

A  partner  is  not  only  entitled  to  a  full  inspection  of  the  com-  Partners 

,  ,  ,        bound  to  keep 

pany  books  and  accounts,  but  also  to  expect  that  his  copartners  will,  accurate  books. 

in  so  far  as  they  are  concerned,  keep  them  in  a  fair  and  intelligible 

manner,  and  communicate  to  him  all  that  they  may  know  about  the 

state  of  the  company  affairs.     Hence,  if  a  partner,  knowing  well 

the  true  state  of  the  partnership  accounts,  should  take  advantage 

of  this  knowledge  to  make  an  advantageous  agreement  with  his 

copartner  who  was  not  so  well  informed,  such  agreement  would  be 

liable  to  reduction  on' the  head  of  fraudulent  concealment  (a). 

Hence,  if  in  judicial  proceedings  for  accounting  between  partners, 

it  turns  out  that  no  books  of  accounts  have  been  kept,  that  they  • 

have  been  destroyed,  are  wrongfully  withheld,  or  have  been  so 

kept  as  to  be  unintelligible,  every  presumption  will  lie  against  the 

partner  to  whose  negligence  or  misconduct  this  state  of  matters  is 

imputable  (i).    And  though  it  has  been  agreed,  that  when  accounts 

have  once  been  made  out,  examined,  and  signed,  they  shall  not 

afterwards  be  disputed ;  yet  if  a  partner  induces  his  fellows  to  sign 

a  fabricated  and  untrue  account  in  ignorance  of  its  real  character, 

it  may  be  opened  up  at  any  time  on  this  being  established  (c). 

In  companies  erected  under  public  authority,  special  refnilations  Special  pro- 

*  *  .   *  visions  in 

are  generally  made  by  the  charter  or  special  act  for  the  proper  incorporated 

XX         companies. 

keeping  of  the  company  books  and  accounts,  and  for  affording  the 
members  due  opportunities  of  examining  and  making  excerpts  from 
their  contents.  These  provisions  are  always  construed  by  the  courts 
in  such  a  way  as  to  prevent  concealment  on  the  one  hand,  and 
unnecessary  or  hurtful  publicity  on  the  other. 

The  provisions  of  the  Companies'  Clauses  Consolidation  (Scot-  Companies 

*  ^  .  ^  Act  1846. 

land)  Act,  in  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  rights  of  shareholders  to 
take  part  in  the  company  management,  and  to  inspect  and  examine 
the  books  and  accounts,  will  be  found  noticed  between  pages  123 
and  131.  Their  import  and  application  will,  however,  be  best 
apprehended  by  a  careful  study  of  the  Act  itself.  Any  further 
notice  in  this  place  would  be  a  mere  unnecessary  repetition. 

(a)  See  Maddeford  v.  Austwick,  1      Walmsky  v.  Walmsley,  3  Iv.  and  Lat. 
Sim.  89.  556. 

(6)  Gray  v.  Haigh^  20  Beav.  219 ;  (c)  Oldaker  v.  Lavender,  6  Sim.  239. 
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Letters  Patent  'j'jjg  mode  in  wliicli  members  of  companies  brought  mider  the 

operation  of  the  Letters  Patent  Act  take  part  in  the  management 
and  are  enabled  to  inspect  the  whole  proceedings,  is  explained  at 
page  119  and  the  following  pages. 
^iT»^2^^^^  ^^^         ^^^  provisions  of  the  Companies  Act  of  1862,  in  relation  to  the 
General  matters  now  under  consideration,  are  as  follows :  Every  company 

provisions.  i^jder  the  Act  must  cause  minutes  of  all  resolutions  and  proceedings 
of  general  meetings,  and  of  the  directors  and  managers,  where  there 
are  such  officials,  to  be  duly  entered  in  books  to  be  kept  for  the 
purpose.  Every  such  minute,  if  bearing  to  be  signed  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  meeting  to  which  they  relate,  or  by  the  chairman  of  the 
next  succeeding  meeting,  is  to  be  received  as  evidence ;  and  until 
the  contrary  is  proved,  meetings  and  proceedings  of  which  minutes 
have  been  so  made,  are  to  be  deemed  duly  convened  and  transacted; 
and  all  appointments  of  directors,  managers,  or  officials,  and  all  acts 
done  by  them,  are  to  be  considered  valid,  notwithstanding  any  defect 
that  may  afterwards  be  discovered  in  their  appointments  or  qualifi- 
cations (sec.  67).  The  company  may  by  special  resolution  appoint 
inspectors  to  examine  into  the  state  of  its  affairs  (sec.  60) ;  and  for 
still  greater  protection,  the  Board  of  Trade  is  empowered  to  order 
an  inspection  on  being  applied  to  by  a  certain  proportion  of  the 
members  (sees.  56,  59).  See,  as  to  this,  anteaj  page  117.  The 
members  are  also  empowered  by  special  resolution  to  alter  the  con- 
stitution and  regulations  of  the  company  within  certain  limits,  as 
explained  at  page  117;  and  to  have  it  wound  up  (sees.  79  and  129), 
as  will  be  more  fully  considered  in  the  chapter  on  *  Winding  up.' 
Table A^Scb^  Beyond  these  provisions,  the  Act  does  not  make  any  compol- 

satory  regulations  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  books  and  ac- 
counts are  to  be  kept,  the  officials  appointed,  or  the  members  are 
to  participate  in  and  control  the  general  management.  But  if 
the  provisions  laid  down  in  Table  A  be  adopted  as  the  articles  of 
association,  an  admirable  body  of  regulations  will  be  obtained  for 
these  purposes.  As  the  adoption  of  these  regulations  is  not  com- 
pulsatory,  and  as  to  appreciate  and  apprehend  them  properly  they 
must  be  carefully  studied  as  they  stand  in  the  Act,  they  were 
merely  referred  to  in  the  chapter  on  Management.  As,  however, 
it  is  understood  that  they  are  generally  adopted  in  their  entirety 
where  the  company  has  a  numerous  membership,  it  has  been  thought 
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that  the  following  resumS  of  these  provisions  may  not  be  out  of 
place.  They  assume  that  the  management  is  by  a  board  of  directors, 
and  in  general  complexion  their  provisions  closely  resemble  those  of 
the  Companies  Act  of  1845,  but  are  in  some  respects  more  perfect 
and  complete.  The  first  general  meeting  is  held  at  such  time  and  Meetings. 
place  as  the  directors  may  appoint,  and  not  later  than  six  months 
after  registration  (No.  29).  Subsequent  general  meetings  are  held 
as  appointed  by  the  company  in  general  meeting,  and  in  the  absence 
of  such  appointment  on  the  first  Monday  in  February,  at  a  place 
appointed  by  the  directors  (No.  80).  These  general  meetings  are 
styled  ordinary,  all  others  extraordinary  (No.  31).  The  directors 
may,  when  they  think  fit,  and  must  on  a  requisition  of  one-fifth  of 
the  members,  call  an  extraordinary  general  meeting  (No.  32).  The 
requisition  must  express  the  object  of  the  meeting,  and  must  be 
left  at  the  registered  office  (No.  33).  In  default  of  the  directors 
calling  a  meeting  within  twenty-one  days,  the  requisitionists,  or 
other  members  to  the  required  amount,  may  convene  it  themselves 
(No.  34). 

Seven  days'  notice  of  the  place,  day,  and  hour,  and  the  special  Notice  of,  and 
business,  if  any,  of  the  meeting,  must  be  given  to  the  members;  but  meetings. 
the  non-receipt  of  notice  by  a  member  does  not  invalidate  the  pro- 
ceedings (No.  35).     All  business  at  an  extraordinary  meeting,  and 
all  at  an  ordinary  one,  is  deemed  special,  except  sanctioning  a  divi- 
dend, and  considering  accounts  and  reports  of  directors  (No.  36). 
No  business  can  be  transacted  without  a  quorum,  which  is  five  if  Quorum. 
the  company  consists  of  ten  members,  adding  one  for  every  addi- 
tional five  members  up  to  fifty,  and  one  for  every  ten  beyond  that 
number ;  but  in  no  case  can  the  quorum  exceed  twenty  (No.  37). 
If  within  one  hour  a  quorum  has  not  assembled,  the  meeting  is 
dissolved,  if  called  on  the  requisition  of  members,  and  in  any  other 
case  stands  adjourned  to  the  same  day  next  week,  when,  if  a  quorum 
is  still  wanting,  it  is  adjourned  sine  die  (No.  38).     The  chairman  Chaiiman. 
of  the  directors  is  the  chairman  of  the  meeting  (No.  39) ;  but  if 
he  does  not  appear  within  fifteen  minutes,  the  members  choose  one 
of  their  own  number  (No.  40).     The  chairman  may,  of  consent, 
adjourn  from  time  to  time,  and  place  to  place ;  but  adjourned  busi- 
ness only  can  be  transacted  at  an  adjourned  meeting  (No.  41). 
Unless  a  poll  is  demanded  by  five  members,  the  declaration  of  the  Poll. 
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Proxies. 


Directors. 


Vacating  of 
office,  and 
retirement. 


chairman  and  an  entry  in  the  book  of  proceedings  form  sufficient 
evidence  of  a  resolution  having  been  carried  (No.  42).  If  a  poll  is 
demanded^  it  is  taken  as  the  chairman  directs,  and  he  has  a  casting 
vote  in  cases  of  equality  (No.  43). 

Every  member  has  one  vote  for  every  share  up  to  ten,  one  for 
every  additional  five  up  to  a  hundred,  and  one  for  every  ten  shares 
above  that  number  (No.  44).  Lunatics  and  idiots  vote  by  their 
legal  guardians  (No.  45).  When  shares  have  joint  owners,  he 
whose  name  stands  first  on  the  register  is  alone  entitled  to  vote 
(No.  46).  No  one  can  vote  whose  calls  are  unpaid,  nor  can  any  one 
vote  on  a  share  which  he  has  not  held  for  three  months,  unless  at  a 
meeting  held  within  three  months  from  registration  of  the  company 
(No.  47).  Votes  may  be  given  by  proxy  (No.  48),  provided  it  is  in 
writing  signed  by  the  appointer,  or  under  the  seal  of  a  corporatioD, 
and  attested  by  at  least  one  witness :  proxies  must  be  members  (No. 
49).  The  instrument  appointing  the  proxy  must  be  deposited  at 
the  company's  registered  office  seventy-two  hours  before  the  meet- 
ing ;  and  no  proxy  is  valid  after  twelve  months  (No.  50).  The  Act 
gives  a  form  (No.  51). 

The  number  and  names  of  the  first  directors  are  determined  by 
the  subscribers,  who  act  as  directors  till  these  officials  are  appointed 
(Nos.  52  and  53).  Their  rate  of  remuneration  is  fixed  in  general 
meeting  (No.  54).  They  may  act,  notwithstanding  a  vacancy  in 
their  number,  may  pay  the  costs  of  getting  up  and  registering  the 
company,  and  can  exercise  all  powers  not  confined  to  general  meet- 
ings. They  are  subject  to  the  control  of  general  meetings.  But 
subsequent  regulations  do  not  invalidate  their  previous  acts  (Nos. 
55,  56).  A  director  vacates  his  office  by  accepting  a  place  of  trust 
under  the  company,  by  bankruptcy  or  insolvency,  and  by  being 
concerned  in  the  profits  of  any  contract  with  the  company ;  but  not 
by  being  member  of  another  company  having  contracts  with  that  of 
which  he  is  a  director,  though  he  cannot  vote  in  relation  to  such 
matters  (No.  57).  At  the  first  ordinary  meeting  after  registra- 
tion the  whole  directors  retire ;  and  at  the  first  ordinary  meeting 
in  each  subsequent  year,  one-third  of  their  existing  number,  or  if 
that  is  not  a  multiple  of  three,  as  near  a  number  to  on^third  as 
possible  (No.  58).  During  the  first  and  second  years  after  the 
first  meeting  the  directors  retire  by  ballot,  afterwards  the  one- 
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third  who  have  been  longest  in  office  (No.  59).  These  are  re- 
eligible  (No.  60).  The  vacancies  are  filled  up  by  the  general  Filling  up 
meeting  at  which  the  retirement  takes  place  (No.  61).  If  the 
election  does  not  take  place,  the  meeting  stands  adjourned  to  the 
same  day  next  week,  at  the  same  time  and  place;  and  if  the 
vacancies  still  remain  unprovided  for,  the  former  occupants  con- 
tinue in  office  till  the  ordinary  meeting  in  the  ensuing  year,  and  so 
on,  till  the  vacancies  are  supplied  (No.  62).  A  general  meeting 
may  increase  or  reduce  the  number  of  directors,  and  may  deter- 
mine in  what  rotation  they  are  to  retire  (No.  63).  Casual  vacancies 
may  be  filled  up  by  the  directors,  but  persons  so  chosen  retain  office 
no  longer  than  would  have  been  competent  to  those  for  whom 
they  were  substituted  (No.  64).  A  director  may  at  any  time  be  Removal. 
removed  by  a  special  resolution,  and  his  place  may  be  supplied  by 
any  one  appointed  by  an  ordinary  resolution  ;  but  such  substitute 
retains  office  for  such  period  only  as  would  have  been  competent  to 
his  predecessor  (No,  65). 

The  directors  fix  their  own  meetings,  determine  their  quorum.  Proceedings 
and  nominate  their  chairman.  They  proceed  by  majorities,  the 
chairman  having  a  casting  vote.  Any  director  may  call  a  meeting 
(Nos.  66,  67).  They  may  delegate  any  of  their  powers  to  com-  Committeea. 
mittees,  who  are  empowered  to  call  meetings,  transact  business,  and 
appoint  chairmen  in  the  same  way  as  the  directors  (Nos.  68,  69, 
70).  The  acts  of  directors,  their  committees,  or  of  any  one  acting 
ajs  a  director,  are  valid,  notwithstanding  the  subsequent  discovery 
of  some  defect  in  their  appointment  (No.  71). 
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CHAPTER   VI. 

RIGHT  AND  OBLIGATION  TO  ACCOtJNT  AS  BETWEEN  COM- 
PANIES AND  THEIR  PARTNERS  OR  MEMBERS. 


Mode  of 
rocedure  in 
i^ngland  and 

Scotland 

respectively. 


Origin  of  right  The  right  to  share  profits  and  the  liability  to  incur  loss  consequent 

to  enforce  an  ^  ^ 

accounting.  on  the  partnership  relation^  necessarily  involve  mutual  righte  of 
accounting  between  the  company  and  its  partners,  and  between 
each  partner  and  his  fellows,  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  partner- 
ship. Every  person  who  is  a  partner  in  the  proper  sense  of  the 
word  is  entitled  to  exercise  this  right  (a).  When  no  settlement  or 
discharge  has  taken  place,  it  is  not  lost  by  retirement  or  dissolntion, 
but  transmits  to  executors  and  representatives  (i),  and  seems  to  be 
determined  by  the  long  prescription  only  (c). 

In  England  this  right  is  made  good  by  a  bill  in  equity  for  an 
account  and  discoveiy  (c2),  and  can  seldom  be  rendered  available 
by  an  action  at  law.  In  this  country  the  mode  of  procedure  is 
generally  by  action  of  count  and  reckoning ;  sometimes  a  multiple- 
poinding  may  be  found  a  more  commodious  method ;  and  conda- 
sions  of  declarator  or  reduction  may  often  be  rendered  necessary  in 
aid  of  those  for  accounting.  When  the  action  is  brought  by  per- 
sons alleging  themselves  to  be  partners,  it  ought  to  be  preceded  by 
or  combined  with  declarator  (e) ;  for  until  the  fact  of  partnership 
is  either  admitted  or  established,  the  pursuer  can  have  no  title  (/)• 
And  when  a  deed  of  settlement  or  discharge  bars  the  way,  a  redac- 
tion will  be  necessary.  The  right  to  compel  accounting  may  some- 
times be  made  available  by  way  of  defence ;  but  unless  the  principal 

(a)  2  Bell's  Com.  645  et  seq.  (c)  PreyiouB  cases. 

(&)  Lister  V.  Sutor,  1811,  aif.  1815,  (d)  lindley  803. 

6  Pat.  App.  78 ;  M'Laren  or  Law^  (e)  Lindley  739. 

etc,   V.  LiddeWs   Trs.,    1860,  22  D.  (/)  Fraser  v.  Hair,  1848,  10  D. 

373.  1402. 
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action  be  one  of  count  and  reckoning,  a  defence  of  this  kind  will 
generally  require  to  be  pleaded  by  way  of  action  (a).  Of  course, 
it  may  be  pleaded  by  any  of  the  claimants  in  a  multiplepoinding  to 
dispose  of  partuership  property. 

The  right  to  demand  an  accounting  is  competent  to  the  com-  To  whom 

competent. 

pany  against  one  or  more  partners,  or  to  one  or  more  partners 
against  the  company ;  or,  in  other  words,  proceedings  to  enforce 
it  may  be  taken  by  any  of  the  partners  or  their  representatives 
against  the  others  or  their  representatives.  It  is  not,  however, 
competent  to  or  against  quasi  partners,  that  is,  persons  who  are 
merely  liable  as  such  quoad  the  public,  unless  where  they  have 
been  compelled  to  pay  company  debts,  when  it  will  take  the  form 
of  an  action  of  relief,  reparation,  or  damages,  or  where  they  have 
shared  or  intromitted  with  company  property.  But  by  whomso- 
ever raised,  and  in  whatsoever  form,  this  action,  like  all  others  inter 
soctosy  must  bring  all  the  partners  or  their  representatives  into  the 
field,  either  as  pursuers  or  defenders.  If  the  concern  be  still  un- 
dissolved, it  may  appear  in  any  of  the  three  ways  in  which,  as  we 
shall  afterwards  see,  mercantile  copartneries  may  sue  and  be  sued  ; 
but  if  dissolution  has  taken  place,  all  the  late  partners  and  the  re- 
presentatives of  those  deceased  must  be  made  parties  (b).  The  reason 
of  this  is,  that  whether  the  company  sues  a  partner,  or  a  partner 
the  company,  the  action  still  resolves  into  a  mutual  accounting 
among  the  partners  ;  and  unless  all  were  in  the  field,  the  defender 
would  not  be  in  safety  to  make  payment,  and  the  share  of  an  absent 
partner  might  be  demanded,  though  it  had  de  facto  been  already 
paid  or  compensated.    The  same  rule  obtains  in  England  (c). 

It  is  held  in  England  that  a  sab-partner  has  no  right  to  an  Sub-partners 
account  from  the  principal  firm,  because  between  it  and  him  there  to*Ic<»unt^ 
is  no  privity  of  contract.     His  right  lies  against  the  particular  J^******^® 
partner  only  with  whom  he  is  sub-partner  (d).     This,  however, 
may  be  got  over  by  assignation,  legal  or  conventional  {e). 

(a)    See   Fife   Bank  v.  HoUiday,  (d)  Brown  v.  De  Tastet,  Jac.  284 ; 

1831,  9  S.  693.  Bray  v.   Fromontj  6  Madd.  5.    See 

(6)  BeU  v.  WUlison,  1822, 1  S.  App.  lindley,  p.  804. 

220  ;   M'Intyre  v.  Maxwell^  1831,  9  (c)  See  Fawcett  v.    Whitekouse^  1 

S.  284  ;  Jardine's  Trs,  v.  Carron  Iron  R.  and  M.  132;  Bentley  v.  Bates^  4  Y. 

Co.,  1862,  24  D.  443.  and  C.  Ex.  182. 

(c)  EiOs  V.  Nash,  1  Ph.  694. 
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Accouutiu^ 
may  be  limited. 


Enforcement 
of  tills  right 
generally 
infers  disso- 
lution. 


English 
practice. 


The  accounting  sought  for  does  not  require  to  include  or  have 
reference  to  the  whole  dealings  or  business  of  the  company ;  it  may 
be  confined  to  a  single  transaction  (a). 

When  the  members  of  private  firms  or  companies  get  into  such 
a  state  of  misunderstanding  with  each  other,  that  nothing  short  of 
the  interference  of  the  public  tribunals  can  set  their  affairs  in  order, 
a  dissolution  is  almost  always  required,  in  order  that  equal  justice 
may  be  done  to  all  concerned.  This  obviously  follows  from  tlie 
consideration,  that  until  the  concern  is  wound  up  it  must  always  be 
difficult,  sometimes  impossible,  to  ascertain  the  profits  to  be  divided, 
or  to  set  these  off  and  apportion  them  with  reference  to  the  claims 
of  contribution  and  indemnity  which  partners  may  have  against  the 
company,  or  the  company  against  individual  partners.  It  is,  more- 
over, highly  undesirable,  whether  regard  be  had  to  the  interests  of 
creditors  or  of  the  partners  themselves,  that  a  company  should  be 
allowed  to  go  on  to  contract  further  liabilities,  when  the  management 
has  been  found  so  defective  as  to  require  judicial  interference,  and 
when  that  confidence  which  is  essential  to  the  success  of  combined 
action  has  been  necessarily  impaired,  if  not  entirely  destroyed,  by 
some  of  the  partners  taking  legal  proceedings  against  the  others. 

It  must  therefore  be  taken  as  a  strong  proof  of  the  sagacity  of 
the  English  Equity  Courts,  that  they  early  laid  down  the  rule  not  to 
interfere  in  taking  accounts  between  partners,  unless  on  condition 
that  the  concern  should  be  wound  up  (b).  In  the  later  practice, 
it  is  true,  this  rule  has  been  somewhat  modified ;  but  the  excep- 
tions are  such  as  rather  to  elucidate  the  principle  (c).  Thus,  the 
rule  will  not  be  enforced  in  the  case  of  common  law  companies  of 
large  membership,  managed  by  officials — here  the  reason  of  the  rule 
fails ;  nor  in  cases  where  a  partner  purposely  misconducts  himself 
so  as  to  force  a  dissolution  against  the  interest  of  his  copartners  (d) ; 
nor  where,  from  the  partnership  being  for  a  term  of  years,  it  was  not 
in  the  power  of  the  partner  seeking  relief  to  bring  it  to  termination, 
for  if  the  Court  refused  the  bill,  all  remedy  would  be  denied  (e). 


(a)  Hunter  Y.  Cochrane^ s  Trs.^  1829, 
8  S.  171,  and  9  S.  477 ;  M'Intyre  v. 
Maxtoell,  1831,  9  S.  284. 

(h)  Loscomh  v.  Rtissell^  4  Sim.  8; 
Forman  v.  Homfray^  2  V.  and  B.  329 ; 
KneheU  v.  White,  2  Y.  and  C.  Ex.  15. 


(c)  See  Hutchinson  ▼.  WrxgU,  25 
Beav.  444 ;  Poole  v.  Magtermaa,  21 
Beav.  61. 

(d)  Fairthome  v.  Weston,  3  Ha.  3S7. 

(e)  Walworth  v.  HoU,  4  M.  and  Cr. 
619. 


cases. 
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In  Scotland,  where,  from  the  forms  generally  assumed  by  Scottish 
actions  between  partners  and  their  firms,  the  equitable  jurisdiction  ^^^  ^^^' 
of  the  Court  can  rarely  come  into  play,  it  does  not  appear  that  any 
rule  of  this  kind  has  ever  been  laid  down ;  but  it  is  probable  that  a 
dissolution  would  be  obtained  by  the  intervention  of  the  Court,  if, 
from  the  legal  proceedings  between  the  partners,  it  was  plain  that 
the  common  interests  were  on  the  highway  to  ruin. 

Some  caseA  may  here  be  noticed  as  illustrative  of  the  principles  MisceUaneous 
by  which  the  courts  proceed  in  actions  of  accounting  inter  socios. 
Two  parties,  as  a  speculation,  purchased  an  estate  under  an  agree- 
ment that  the  portions  remaining  unsold  after  a  certain  date  should 
be  valued  by  neutral  men  mutually  chosen.  In  the  course  of  a 
process  of  accounting  between  them,  one  proposed  to  the  other  that 
the  latter  should  name  a  price  for  a  certain  portion  remaining 
unsold,  which  he  would  willingly  either  give  or  take  for  it,  and  he 
named  a  price  accordingly ;  the  Court  held  that  the  party  making 
this  proposal  was  barred  from  thereafter  resorting  to  the  mode  of 
settlement  by  valuation  pointed  out  by  the  agreement  (a).  By  the 
contract  of  copartnery  of  a  company  carrying  on  trade  between 
Glasgow  and  Canada,  it  was  provided  that  the  partners  in  Canada 
should  annually  transmit  to  those  in  this  country  copies  of  their 
books  docqueted,  as  balanced  at  the  end  of  each  year ;  and  that 
these,  when  approved  of,  should  ^  be  deemed  and  taken  as  evidence 
in  any  question  that  might  arise  between  the  partners.'  The  books 
were  regularly  transmitted  by  the  managing  partner  for  twelve 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  an  agreement  was  entered  into  9t 
Glasgow  that  he  should  retire  on  receiving  £49,600,  under  deduc- 
tion of  £5200,  being  the  supposed  balance  due  on  his  private  account 
at  the  1st  of  January  preceding ;  and  that  if  that  balance  should 
be  found  to  be  more  or  less  than  £5200,  the  difference  should  be 
paid  by  or  to  him.  In  an  action  of  accounting,  it  was  held  that  it 
was  not  competent  for  the  remaining  partners  to  enter  into  an 
investigation  of  the  books  already  transmitted  to  Glasgow,  or  to 
object  to  charges  therein  contained  (5).  A  merchant  and  manu- 
facturer entered  into  a  contract,  by  which  they  agreed  to  ship  goods 

* 

for  sale  to  South  America,  in  which  each  was  to  have  an  interest 

(a)  JTanrerv.  CocArane'«  TV*.,  1829,  (h)  Pollock,   GilmouTy  and  Co.  v. 

8  S.  171,  and  9  S.  477.  Ritchie,  1861, 13  D.  640. 
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Right  to 
account  does 
ijot  exist 
among  wrong- 
doers. 


Defence 

against 

accounting. 


of  one-half  profit  and  loss,  and  the  merchant  was  to  have  an  interest 
of  one-fourth  profit  and  loss  of  the  goods  manufactured  and  sent 
by  the  other,  invoiced  at  the  fair  market  price,  and  in  the  event  of 
loss,  to  be  stated  at  cost  price.     The  manufacturer  furnished  goods 
made  by  himself  at  the  market  price,  on  which  there  had  been  a 
loss,  though,  if  they  had  been  stated  at  the  cost  price,  there  would 
have  been  a  profit.     In  an  action  of  accounting  between  the  part- 
ners, it  was  held  that  the  merchant  could  not  insist  on  the  goods 
being  stated  at  cost  price  so  as  give  him  a  profit  (a).    In  an  action 
of  count  and  reckoning  for  the  adjustment  of  partnership  acconnts, 
an  unstamped  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  money  was  ten- 
dered in  evidence  of  which  was  the  particular  partner  .by  whom  a 
payment  (which  was  admittedly  made  to  a  creditor)  had  been  made. 
It  was  held  inadmissible  (b). 

The  right  to  demand  an  accounting  docs  not  exist  in  societies 
of  wrong-doers,  or  in  partnerships  whose  business  is  carried  on  in 
violation  of  statutory  enactments.  Thus,  when  a  joint  adventure 
was  formed  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  slave-trade,  it  was 
held  that  one  partner  had  no  right  to  raise  an  action  of  accounting 
against  the  other  (c).  And  an  action  of  accounting  at  the  instance 
of  a  party  alleging  himself  to  be  a  partner  of  a  pawnbroking  com- 
pany who  carried  on  business  concealing  the  name  of  the  pursuer 
and  other  partners,  in  violation  of  Act  29  and  30  Geo.  iii.  c.  9% 
was  dismissed  as  incompetent  (d).  If,  however,  the  illegality  does 
not  inhere  in  the  nature  of  the  business,  or  in  the  mode  in  which  it 
is  arranged  to  be  carried  on,  but  attaches  to  acts  of  some  of  the 
partners  only,  this  will  not  bar  an  action  of  accoanting  at  the 
instance  of  the  others,  who  have  not  so  compromised  themselves  (e). 

An  action  for  accounting  against  an  alleged  partner,  or  against 
a  company,  may  be  met  by  a  denial  of  the  existence  of  the  partner- 


(a)  Samuel  and  Co,  v.  Brown^  1842, 
4  D.  1618. 

(6)  Scott  V.  Bird,  1845,  8  D.  25. 
See  also  Ewing  v.  Chrichtoriy  1827,  4 
Mur.  184  ;  Flowerdew  v.  Dundee  Ship, 
Co.,  1831,  9  S.  373,  aff.  1832,  6  W. 
and  S.  160. 

(c)  Gibson  v.  Stewart,  1828,  6  S. 
733,  and  1835,  14  S.  166,  12  S.  683; 
aff,  1840,  1  Robin.  App.  260. 


((/)  Fraser  v.  HiU,  1852,  14  D. 
835. 

(c)  See  CampheU  v.  CampbeU,  1834, 
12  S.  673,  7  CI.  and  Fin.  166, 1  Rob. 
App.  1 ;  Gordon  v.  Howden,  1843,  5 
D.  698,  revd.  1845,  4  BeU's  App.  254, 
17  Jur.  329 ;  Pearson  v.  SkeH(»,  I 
M.  and  W.  604.  See  also  aiUea.  p- 
344. 
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ship  relation  between  the  pursuer  and  defender  (a).  To  obviate 
objections  of  this  kind,  where  the  existence  of  partnership  is  not 
established  seriptOy  and  in  an  unambiguous  manner,  the  conclusions 
of  count  and  reckoning  should  be  coupled  with  those  of  declarator, 
otherwise  a  summons  of  declarator  may  have  to  be  repeated  mct- 
denter.  The  want  of  the  declaratory  process  in  England  has  led 
to  much  embarrassment  in  suits  for  account  and  discovery  (i). 
When  the  defender  is  not  absolutely  certain  that  the  partnership 
relation  has  not  been  created, — a  question  sometimes  attended  with 
considerable  diflSculty, — he  ought,  while  stating  this  defence,  to 
plead. at  the  same  time  to  the  conclusions  of  count  and  reckoning, 
and  to  state  all  facts  and  pleas  in  virtue  of  which,  if  the  defence 
of  no  partnership  is  repelled,  he  conceives  he  is  entitled  on  other 
grounds  to  object  to  the  conclusions  of  count  and  reckoning  either 
in  whole  or  in  part. 

The  right  to  demand  an  accounting  may  be  barred  by  acqui-  Estoppel  by 
escence  (c) ;  but  this  must  be  very  clearly  established,  and  will  not  aoquLscenceT 
be  presumed  from  mere  elapse  of  time,  unless  this  is  combined  with 
other  circumstances  (d).  Accounts  laid  before  the  shareholders  of 
public  companies  at  a  general  meeting,  and  approved  of,  cannot  in 
general  be  impeached  in  legal  proceedings  at  the  instance  of  dissent- 
ing or  absent  members,  imless  when  they  are  sought  to  be  reduced 
on  the  head  of  fraud,  essential  error,  or  of  something  which  rendered 
the  meeting  or  the  proceedings  which  took  place  thereat  legal 
nullities  (e).  Even  where,  by  statute,  a  retiring  shareholder's  lia- 
bility to  creditors  of  the  company  has  been  limited  to  a  certain 
number  of  years  after  his  retirement,  this  has  not  been  deemed  a 
bar  to  an  accounting  inter  socios  (/). 

A  settlement  of  accounts  up  to  a  certain  dsite,  or  in  relation  to  Defence 

.».  A«*  jj'r  X  x»  r  ^»         continued. 

a  certain  transaction,  is  a  good  deience  to  an  action  of  accounting 


(a)  Fraser  v.  Hair,  1848,  10  D 


1402.     See  Harris  v.  HarriSy  8  Ha 
450 ;    Sanders  v.  King,  6  Madd.  61 
SamerviUe  v.   M'Kay,  16  Ves,   382 


(d)  Lister  v.  Sut&r,  1811,  aff.  1815, 


6  Pat.  App.  78;  McLaren  or  Law, 
etc.,  V.  LiddeWs  Trs.,  1860,  22  D. 
373. 

Reade  v.  Woodroofe,  24  Beav.  421;  (e)  Ex  parte  Bignold,  22  Beuv.  165-, 

Blackly  v.  Rymer,  4  Drew  248.  Kent  y.  Jackson,  2  De  6.  Mac.  and  G. 

(6)  Lindley  819.  49 ;  Stupart  v.  Arrowsmith,  3  Sm.  and 

(c)  Flowerdew  v.  Laing,  1843,  5  D.      G.  176. 
440.     See  a]ao  Buchanan  y.  Lennox,         (/)  Gouthwaite^s  case,  3  Mac.  and 
1838,  16  S.  824.  G.  187. 
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Decree- 
arbitral. 


pro  tanto  (a).  The  settlement  must  be  proved  scripto;  but  it  has 
been  held  in  England,  that  proof  of  acquiescence  will  supply  the 
want  of  signature  (b).  Mere  transmission  of  the  proposed  setde- 
ment  or  account,  though  unobjected  to,  is,  however,  no  evidence  of 
acquiescence  (c).  When  a  settlement  has  de  facto  taken  place, 
the  mere  discovery  of  an  error  calculi  will  not  entitle  the  account 
to  be  opened  up  in  totOy  especially  after  the  lapse  of  time  (J), 
unless  the  mistake  is  one  which  affects  the  whole;  but  where 
fraud  is  established  in  any  item,  the  whole  account  will  be  opened 
up  (e),  whatever  time  may  have  elapsed  (/).  Where  a  regular 
settlement  or  discharge  has  been  executed,  conclusions  of  redaction 
must  be  conjoined  with  those  of  count  and  reckoning  (g).  Pay- 
ment, even  when  admitted,  is  no  defence  to  an  action  for  account- 
ing, for  the  object  of  the  action  is  to  ascertain  the  amount  due  (i). 
And  on  the  other  hand,  the  existence  of  an.  agreement  to  settle 
on  certain  terms  is  not  necessarily  a  complete  defence ;  for  if  per- 
formance within  a  given  time  was  a  condition  of  the  terms  being 
accepted,  the  right  to  force  an  accounting  will  revive  if  the  con- 
dition has  not  been  purified  (»).  If  the  agreement  is  binding, 
it  ought  to  be  libelled,  and  the  action  should  be  for  payment  or 
performance. 

A  decree-arbitral  is  a  good  defence  to  an  action  of  accomitin^ 
provided  it  apply  to  and  be  exhaustive  of  the  conclusions  of  the 
summons  (£).  It  has  been  held  by  the  English  Equity  Courts, 
that  an  agreement  to  refer  to  arbitration  forms  no  bar  to  a  jndidal 


(a)  PoUocky  Gilmour,  and  Co,  v. 
Ritchie,  1851,  13  D.  640 ;  Hunter  v. 
Cochrane's  Trs.,  1829,  8  S.  171,  and 
9  S.  477;  Taylor  v.  Shaw,  2  Sim. 
and  Stu.  12 ;  Endo  v.  Caleham,  You. 
306. 

(6)  Morris  V.  Harrison,  Colles.  167; 
Willis  V.  Jernegan,  2  Atk.  252 ;  but 
see  Walker  v.  Consett,  ForreBt  157. 

(c)  Irvine  v.  Young,  1  Sim.  and 
Stu.  333 ;  Clements  v.  Bowes,  1  Drew 
692. 

(J)  Pitt  V.  Cholmondely,  2  Ves.  sen. 
565  ;  Vernon  v.  Vaicdry,  2  Atk. 
119. 

(e)  Wharton  v.  May,  5  Ves.  68; 


AUfrey  v.  AUJrey,  1  Mac.  and  6.  67: 
Clarke  v.  Tipping,  9  Beav.  284. 

(/)  Bowmont  v.  BouUbee,  5  Ves.  6S: 
Stainton  v.  Carron  Co.,  24  Bar. 
346. 

(g)  See  Fowler  v.  Wyatt,  24  Beat. 
282 ;  Parker  v.  Bloxam,  20  Beav.  295 : 
Wedderbum,  2  Keen  722 ;  Millar  t. 
Craig,  6  Beav.  438. 

(h)  See  Brown  v.  Perkins,  1  Ha. 
564. 

(i)  PreviouB  case. 

(it)  THttenson  v.  Peat,  8  Att  6»: 
Routh  V.  Peach,  2  Anst  519;  Fcr- 
rington  v.  Chute,  1  Vem.  72 ;  ^>e*cxr 
V.  Spencer,  2  Y.  and  J.  249. 
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accounting  (a) ;  it  is  veiy  doubtfid  if  this  is  law  in  Scotland,  at  least 
where  an  arbiter  has  been  named  (5). 

The  period  over  which  the  right  to  accountin£C  extends,  is  ordi-  Period  oyer 
narilj  from  the  commencement  of  the  partnership  relation  down  to  ing  should 
the  time  when  the  action  is  raised,  or  until  dissolution,  if  that  event 
has  already  taken  place.  Generally  speaking,  an  incoming  partner 
has  no  right  to  an  accounting  beyond  the  time  of  his  entrance; 
because  he  has  no  right  to  share  profits  which  accrued  before  he 
became  a  partner  (c).  Both  these  rules  may,  however,  be  altered 
by  circumstances.  If  settlements  or  discharges  have,  taken  place 
up  to  a  certain  time,  this  will  bar  all  inquiry  previous  to  that  period ; 
and  it  is  quite  possible  that  an  agreement  may  have  been  made 
with  an  incoming  partner,  in  respect  of  which  he  is  entitled  to  an 
examination  of  the  partnership  accounts  prior  to  the  date  of  his 
entry, — ^as,  for  example,  when  he  has  undertaken  liability  for  debts 
previously  contracted. 

Companies  formed  by  special  act,  royal  charter,  or  registration.  Statutory 

.  .  .         ,     .  .         .  •    !r  .  proTisions. 

contam  provisions  in  their  respective  instruments  of  formation, 
which,  taken  in  connection  with  the  general  Acts,  regulate  the 
modes  in  which  the  members  are  entitled  to  enforce  the  right  of 
accounting  against  the  concern,  and  serve  to  protect  their  interests 
from  being  sacrificed  by  carelessness  or  impropriety  of  conduct  on 
the  part  of  the  officials  in  dealing  with  property  of  the  company. 

The  provisions  of  the  Companies'  Clauses  Consolidation  (Scot-  8  and  9  Vict 
land)  Act  in  relation  to  these  matters  are  as  follows : — ^The  directors 
are  required  to  keep  full  and  true  accounts  of  receipts  and  expendi- 
ture (sec.  118).  The  books  must  be  balanced  at  the  prescribed 
periods,  and  if  none  be  prescribed,  fourteen  days  at  least  before 
each  ordinary  meeting.  A  balance-sheet  must  also  be  made  up, 
exhibiting  the  stock,  credits,  and  property  of  every  kind  belonging 
to  the  company,  the  debts  due  at  the  date  of  making  the  balance- 
sheet^  and  a  distinct  view  of  the  profit  and  loss  during  the  preceding 
half-year.  This  balance-sheet  must  be  examined  by  the  directors  and 

(a)SeeAgarr.Macklew^2^ixn,BJxd  v.    Wedderhum,    1842,    4    D.    944; 

Stu.  418 ;   Thompson  v.  Chamock^  8  Macdonald  v.  Macdonald^  1829,  7  S. 

T.  R- 139 ;  Michell  v.  Harris,  4  Bro.  766  ;  Stewart  v.  Lang's  Trs.,  1839,  2 

C.  C.  311 ;  Street  v.  Rigby,  6  Ves.  814.  D.  167. 

(b)  Ben  on  Arbitratioii  20.    See  per         (c)  Gordon  v.  Rutherford^  T.  and  R. 

Lord  Justice-Clerk  Hope  in  Hawkins  378. 
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Act  18G2. 


Books  and 
accounts. 


Inspection  by 
members. 


signed  by  the  chairman  previous  to  each  ordinary  meeting  (sec.  119). 
The  books  so  balanced  and  the  balance-sheet  must  for  the  prescribed 
period,  and  otherwise  for  fourteen  days  previous  to  each  ordinary 
meeting,  lie  open  for  inspection  of  members  at  the  company's  prin- 
cipal office  or  place  of  business.  At  other  times  a  written  order  is 
required  to  allow  shareholders  to  inspect  (sec.  120).  The  balance- 
sheet,  together  with  the  auditor's  report  thereon,  must  be  produced 
at  the  ordinary  meeting  (sees.  121,  109,  and  111).  The  directors 
must  appoint  a  book-keeper,  charged  with  the  special  duty  of  enter- 
ing the  company  accounts  in  books  provided  for  the  purpose ;  and 
he  is  bound,  under  heavy  penalties,  to  permit  any  shareholder  to 
inspect  such  books,  and  to  take  copies  or  extracts,  at  any  reasonable 
time  during  the  prescribed  periods,  or  otherwise  one  fortnight  before 
and  one  month  after  each  ordinary  meeting  (sec.  122). 

If  Table  A  be  adopted  as  the  articles  of  association,  companies 
under  the  Act  1862  will  be  furnished  with  a  set  of  regulations  very 
similar  to,  though  perhaps  more  perfect  than,  the  foregoing.  They 
are  as  follows  : — 

The  directors  must  cause  true  accounts  to  be  kept  (1)  of  the 
company's  stock-in-trade;  (2)  of  the  income  and  expenditure; 
and  (3)  of  the  credits  and  liabilities  of  the  company.  The  books  of 
accounts  must  lie  at  the  company's  registered  oflSce ;  and,  subject 
to  such  reasonable  provisions  and  restrictions  as  may  be  imposed  by 
the  company  in  general  meeting,  they  must  be  open  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  members  during  business  hours  (No.  78).  Once  a  year 
at  least  the  directors  must  lay  before  a  general  meeting  a  statement 
of  the  income  and  expenditure,  made  up  to  a  date  not  more  than 
three  months  before  the  meeting  (No.  79).  This  statement  must 
be  arranged  under  convenient  heads,  and  must  show  the  amount  of 
gross  income,  distinguished  by  its  sources,  and  the  amount  of  gross 
expenditure,  distinguishing  the  diflPerent  kinds  of  items.  The  year's 
expenditure  must  be  fairly  charged  against  the  yearns  income,  so  as 
to  bring  out  a  clear  balance  of  profit  and  loss ;  and  where  any 
item  of  expenditure  which  ought  properly  to  be  distributed  over 
several  years  has  been  incurred  in  one  year,  the  whole  of  such 
item  must  be  stated,  with  the  reasons  why  it  ought  so  to  be  distri- 
buted (No.  80).  A  balance-sheet  of  the  property  and  liabilities  of 
the  company,  as  nearly  as  possible  in  the  form  annexed  to  the 


Chap.  YiJ  AND  THEIR  SHAREHOLDERS.  405 

table,  must  be  made  out  every  year,  and  laid  before  a  general 
meeting  (No.  81)  ;  and  a  printed  copy  must  also  be  served  on  every 
member  seven  days  before  such  meeting  (No.  82). 

Still  further  to  secure  the  interests  of  the  members,  the  table  Auditors. 
makes  the  following  provisions  for  the  appointment  and  duties  of 
auditors  : — ^The  first  auditors  are  appointed  by  the  directors ;  their 
successors  by  the  company  at  their  ordinary  annual  general  meeting 
(Nos.  84-87).  The  auditors  may  be  members,  provided  they  are  not 
directors  or  other  officials,  or  are  interested  in  transactions  with  the 
company  (No.  86) ;  and  they  are  capable  of  re-election  on  quitting 
office  (No.  89).  On  the  occurrence  of  a  vacancy  among  the 
auditors,  the  directors  must  forthwith  convene  a  general  meeting  to 
supply  the  same  (No.  90).  The  remuneration  of  the  first  auditors 
is  fixed  by  the  directors;  that  of  their  successors  by  the  com- 
pany in  general  meeting  (No.  88).  If  no  election  of  auditors 
is  made  as  directed  above,  the  Board  of  Trade  may,  on  the  appli- 
cation of  five  members,  appoint  an  auditor  for  the  current  year, 
and  fix  his  remuneration  (No.  91).  Every  auditor  must  be  fur- 
nished with  a  copy  of  the  balance-sheet,  which  he  is  to  examine, 
with  the  relative  accounts  and  vouchers  (No.  92).  Eveiy  auditor 
must  likewise  be  supplied  with  a  list  of  all  the  company  books, 
and  has  access  to  them  and  the  accounts  at  all  reasonable  times. 
He  may  employ  professional  assistance,  at  the  company's  expense, 
to  aid  him  in  the  investigation  of  the  accounts;  and  he  may 
examine  any  director  or  officer  in  relation  thereto  (No.  93).  The 
auditors  must  make  a  report  to  the  members  upon  the  balance-sheet 
and  accounts,  stating  whether  in  their  opinion  the  balance-sheet 
exhibits  a  true  and  correct  view  of  the  company  affairs,  and 
contains  the  particulars  required  by  the  regulations ;  and  whether, 
if  they  have  found  it  desirable  to  examine  the  directors  or  other 
ofiScers,  they  have  received  the  required  information  in  a  satisfactory 
manner.  This  report  must  be  read,  together  with  that  of  the 
directors,  at  the  ordinary  meeting  (No.  94).  This  examination  of 
the  accounts  must  be  made,  and  the  correctness  of  the  balance- 
sheet  ascertained,  by  one  or  more  of  the  auditors,  at  leasi  once  in 
every  year  (No.  83).  IS  one  auditor  only  is  appointed,  all  these 
provisions  are  held  to  apply  to  him  (No.  85). 
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CHAPTER    VII. 

CONTRIBUTION  AND  INDEMNITY  (o). 

Undeb  this  heading  it  is  proposed  to  consider  the  obligation  inter 
80cio8  which  lies  upon  all  the  partners  to  contribute  proportionally 
towards  liquidation  of  the  debts  and  making  up  the  losses  iDcmred 
by  the  company ;  the  cases  in  which  a  partner^s  claims  against  the 
company  suffer  abatement  proportionably  to  his  own  liability  to 
'  contribution ;  and  the  right  which  a  partner  has  to  be  indemnified 
by  the  company  for  losses  sustained  or  obligations  incurred  by  him 
on  its  account. 

I.   LIABILITY  OP  THE  PABTNEB8  TO  CONTRIBUTE  BATEABLT 
TOWABDS  THE  LOSSES  AND  DEBTS  OF  THE  FIBM. 

Obligation  to  In  the  absence  of  special  stipulations  to  the  contrary,  all  the 

contribute.  ,  11/ 

partners  are  bound  to  contribute  towards  the  losses  and  debts  of 
the  company  in  proportion  to  the  interest  or  share  held  by  them 
respectively  in  the  concern :  Le.,  if  the  right  to  share  profits  be 
equal,  so  also  will  be  the  liability  to  contribution ;  and  if  some  have 
a  right  to  a  larger  share  of  profits  than  the  others,  the  liability  to 
contribution  will  be  exactly  proportioned  in  the  same  ratio  (i)* 
This  rule  may,  however,  be  modified  by  special  agreement. 

(a)  The  word  originally  selected  was  and  Scottish  law  where  the  meaning 

^  Relief ; '  but  Indemnity  was  after-  is  the  same. 

wards  substituted,  because  it  is  doubt-  (6)  MacAlister  v.  Alexander^  1837, 
ful  whether  Relief  bears  a  meaniug  15  S.  1061,  aff.  1839,  M'L.  and  Rob. 
co-extensiye  with  the  subject,  because  853.  See  Aytoun^  1844,  6  D.  1409;  On 
ludemnity  is  generally  used  by  the  and  Co,  v.  Pollock^  1340,  2  D.  1092 ; 
Legislature,  and  because  it  seems  Gray  y.  Douglas^  Heron^  and  Co.,  al- 
most undesirable  to  perpetuate  a  dif-  May  10, 1779, 6  Pat.  App.  (Sup.)  800: 
ference  in  the  phraseology  of  English  Wilson  v.  Bruce ^  1853,  16  D.  171 ; 
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It  must  be  observed  that  these  remarks  apply  only  to  partners  in  Case  of  quari 
the  proper  sense  of  the  word.  Persons  who  are  liable  to  be  sued  as  if 
they  were  partners,  and  who  are  generally  though  improperly  termed 
gnasi  partners,  or  partners  as  regards  the  public,  are  not  liable  as 
such  to  contribute  in  a  question  inter  socios  (a).  If  they  incur  any 
such  liability,  it  is  not  in  consequence  of  their  quasi  partnership,  but 
by  reason  of  some  other  agreement  between  them  and  the  socii. 

Partners  or  their  representatives  are  liable  to  be  made  contri-  For  wh&t  debts 
butories  for  such  debts  or  claims  only  as  they  could  have  been  is  due. 
compelled  to  pay  as  at  the  date  when  they  were  contracted,  unless 
liability  has  been  incurred  by  subsequent  conduct  or  adoption  (b). 
Thus,  where  a  partner  who  had  retired,  but  did  not  advertise  out,  was 
called  upon  to  pay  a  debt  afterwards  contracted  by  the  company, 
it  was  held  that  he  was  not  entitled  to  relief  against  others  who  had 
previously  or  at  the  same  time  retired,  and  had  advertised  out,  but 
only  against  such  as  were  de  facto  partners  at  the  time  the  debt  was 
contracted  (c).  If,  again,  a  partner  or  his  representatives  have,  by 
delegation  or  otherwise,  been  discharged  inter  sodosj  no  claim  for 
contribution  can  be  maintained  against  them  (d).  But  where,  after 
debts  had  been  contracted  by  a  firm  of  two  partners,  four  others 
were  assumed,  and  the  new  firm  had  plainly  adopted  the  debts  of 
the  old,  the  four  new  partners  were  found  liable  in  contribution  for 
the  original  debts  (e).  And  where  a  partner  sold  his  shares  to 
a  third  party,  whom,  however,  the  company  did  not  accept  as  obli- 
gant  in  his  room,  he  was  still  found  liable  to  be  made  a  contributory 
for  company  debts  in  a  question  inter  socios  (/). 

An  action  for  contribution  should  be  Ubelled  as  such ;  and  it  Action  for 
has  been  found  that  an  action  for  calls  ex  contractu  cannot  be  after- 
wards insisted  in  as  an  action  of  contribution  {g). 

Douglas^  Heron,  etc,,  1800,  2  Bell's  1846,  8  D.  167 ;   Craig  v.  Douglas, 

Com.  647,  n.  8.  Heron,  and  Co.,  178\,  2  Pat.  App.  675. 

(a)  Geddes  v.    WaUace,   1816,   as  (e)  Mercer  v.  Peddie,  1882,  10  S. 
revd.  1820,  6  Pat.  App.  643.  405;  and  see  M'Keand  v.  Laird,  1861, 

(b)  Martin  v.  Hunter,  1836,  7  W.  23  D.  846 ;  Drummond  v.  Holliday, 
and  S.  574.  1831,  9  S.  284. 

(c)  Wright  v.  Gardner's  Trs.,  1831,  (/)  Wilson  v.  Bruce,  1863,  16  D. 
9  S.  721.  171. 

(dyLindesayY-lnglis' Trs.,  1SS2,11  (g)  Watson  v.   Ayrshire  Iron  Co., 

S.  181.    See  also  Hoskins  y. ^Christie,      1859,  22  D.  167. 
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II.  CASES  IN  WHICH  A  PARTNER'S  CLAIMS  AGAINST  THE  COMPANY 
SUFFER  ABATEMENT  PROPORTIONABLY  TO  HIS  OWN  LIABI- 
LITY TO  CONTRIBUTION. 

General  rules.  As  a  partnership  is  a  qtuzsi  person,  it  may  become  the  debtor 

of  one  of  its  own  partners.  When  this  takes  place,  the  question 
arises,  whether  the  partner  creditor  is  entitled  to  recover  the 
whole  of  his  debt  against  the  company,  or  whether  his  claim  mast 
suffer  an  abatement  proportioned  to  his  own  share  in  the  concera. 
The  decisions  on  this  subject  are  few  and  unsatisfactory,  but 
upon  the  whole  the  following  rules  would  seem  to  be  in  accord- 
ance with  equity  and  legal  principle  : — 1.  If,  after  extinctidn  of  all 
subsisting  debts  due  to  the  public,  the  company  possess  capital  or 
property,  the  partner  creditor  will  be  entitled  to  payment  in  fall 
out  of  such  assets  before  any  division  of  profits  can  be  made  (a). 
But  (2)  if,  in  consequence  of  there  being  no  company  assets,  or 
not  a  sufficient  amount,  after  payment  of  the  public  creditors,  to 
meet  the  partner's  debt,  he  is  obliged  to  proceed  against  the  other 
partners  as  contributories,  it  would  seem  that  he  can  only  demand 
payment  of  his  claim,  or  the  balance  thereof  remaining  due,  under 
deduction  of  what  (if  the  creditor  had  been  a  third  party)  he  must 
have  contributed  as  his  own  share  (b).  The  reason  of  this  becomes 
more  apparent,  if  we  consider  the  case  of  a  partner  purchasing  up 
a  debt  owing  by  the  concern  to  a  public  creditor.  Here,  if  the 
concern  possessed  no  funds  to  meet  the  demand  of  the  public 
creditor,  every  one  of  the  partners  would  have  to  contribute 
rateably  towards  its  liquidation.  Now,  the  fact  that  one  of  the 
partners  purchases  up  the  debt  cannot  relieve  him  of  his  liabih'ty 
to  contribute  with  the  rest;  and  therefore  he  can  only  demand 
payment  from  his  fellows  of  the  claim  under  deduction  of  such  a 
proportion  as,  if  it  had  still  remained  payable  to  a  third  party,  he 
would  have  been  bound  to  contribute. 

(a)  2  BeU'B  Com.  646.  1836,  13  S.  887.     See  Turner  ▼.  Afol- 

(6)  Malcolm  v.  West  Lothian  Ra.  Co.,      lison,  1833,  11  S.  669. 
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III.  OF  THE  RIGHT  WHICH  A  PARTNER  HAS  TO  BE  INDEMNIFIED 
BY  THE  COMPANY  FOB  LOSSES  SUSTAINED  OR  OBLIGATIONS 
INCURRED  BY  HIM  ON  ITS  ACCOUNT. 

The  nature  of  this  right  will  be  best  understood^  and  the  ques-  This  right 
tions  to  which  it  gives  rise  will  be  most  satisfactorily  solved,  by  the  doctrines 
keeping  steadily  in  view  the  principles  of  agency  and  guarantee,  of  g^Jl^t^*'' 
which,  as  we  have  already  seen,  the  law  of  partnership  is  in  many 
respects  only  a  special  adaptation.    According  to  the  law  of  Scot^ 
land,  partners  are  the  agents  and  guarantees  of  the  firm ;  according 
to  the  law  of  England,  they  are  the  agents  and  guarantees  of  each 
other.     In  so  far  as  the  present  branch  of  the  subject  is  concerned, 
this  amounts  to  a  mere  difference  of  statement.     The  legal  prin- 
ciples underlying  the  two  formulcB  are  substantially  the  same,  and 
yield  apparently  the  same  practical  results;  so  that  the  English 
precedents  and  authorities  seem  entitled  to  the  same  weight  as  our 
own. 

The  principles  of  agency  and  guarantee,  when  applied  to  ques-  General  roles. 
tions  arising  inter  aodosj  produce  the  following  two  general  rules: — 

1.  Every  partner  is  entitled  to  be  indemnified  by  the  firm  for 
all  losses  incurred  by  him  while  acting  bona  fide  for  the  concern 
within  the  sphere  of  his  agency. 

2.  Every  partner  is  entitled  to  indemnity  against  the  firm  for 
such  payments  as  he  has  been  compelled  to  make  to  third  parties 
in  consequence  of  company  obligations. 

These  general  rules  will  require  some  consideration. 

To  entitle  a  partner  to  indemnity  against  the  company  for  Indemnity 
obligations,  debts,  or  losses  incurred,  and  for  advances  or  outlays  for  obligations, 
made  by  him  on  its  behalf,  it  is  necessary  to  show  that  he  acted  in  snstained  * 
bona  fide  and  within  the  sphere  of  his  agency ;  for  this  is  necessary  Tdthmsphere 
to  entitle  an  agent  to  indemnity  from  his  principal  (a).     Hence  ^^**f®^*^y- 
probable  advantage,  or  even  the  apparent  necessity  of  doing  certain 
things  to  save  the  concern  from  ruin,  will  not  always  be  sufiicient 

(a)StoryonAgency,8.335;  Smith's  V.  C.  W. ;  Brovon  v.  Gibbins^  6  Bro. 

Merc.    Law   130 ;    Gleadow  v.    Hull  P.  C.  491 ;  Croxton's  case,  5  De  G.  and 

Glass  Co.,  13  E.  Jur.  1020,  V.  C.  E. ;  S.  432  ;  Stevenson  v.  Duncan,  1842,  5 

Sedgtcick's  case,  2  E.  Jar.  N.  S.  949,  D.  167;  Keith  v.  Penn,  1840,  2  D.  633. 
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to  entitle  a  partner  to  indemnity  (a) ;  for  a  principal  cannot  be  com- 
pelled to  pay  for  advantages  which  his  agent  has  chosen  to  secure 
for  him  without  his  authority  (b).  But  it  must  be  observed  that 
the  agency  of  a  partner  is  implied  as  well  as  specific ;  and  therefore 
while  a  partner  will  not  be  entitled  to  relief  in  relation  to  such  acts 
as  he  was  prohibited  from  doing,  however  advantageous  or  neces- 
sary they  might  seem  (c),  his  implied  agency  will  receive  a  liberal 
construction  when  it  has  been  exercised  with  ordinary  discretion 
and  in  perfect  good  faith.  Thus,  if  a  partner  contract  for  goods 
on  behalf  of  the  firm,  but  make  the  contract  so  that  he  alone  can 
be  sued  upon  it,  he  will  be  entitled  to  indemnity  against  the  firm  if 
the  contract  were  within  his  agency  (d).  And  he  will  also  be 
entitled  to  indemnity  for  the  expenses  of  defending  an  action 
brought  against  him  on  such  contract,  if  he  defended  with  the 
knowledge  and  consent  of  the  firm  (e).  But  if  a  partner  act  as 
for  the  company  plainly  beyond  the  limits  of  his  agency,  the  case 
becomes  very  different.  Here,  as  we  have  already  seen  (/),  if  the 
party  with  whom  he  transacted  knew  that  the  transaction  exceeded 
the  agency,  it  does  not  bind  the  company  at  all.  But  if  the  com- 
pany is  bound  in  consequence  of  the  party  with  whom  the  trans- 
action took  place  being  ignorant  of  its  exceeding  the  bounds  of 
the  partner^s  agency,  the  latter  is  himself  liable  to  relieve  the 
company.  This  is  a  consequence  of  the  principles  of  agency  (g)» 
Of  course,  if  the  company  homologate  the  partner's  conduct,  as 
by  taking  the  benefit  of  his  unauthorized  acts,  they  will  be  bound 
to  indemnify  him  (h).  All  such  questions  must  be  solved  by  baring 
regard  to  the  whole  circumstances  of  the  particular  case;  and, 
therefore,  when  a  partner  makes  a  claim  for  reimbursement  or 
indemnity  against  the  company,  he  ought  to  make  his  averments 
very  specifically  and  in  detail  (i). 

(a)  Hawtayne  v.  Bourne,  7  M.  and  E.  Jur.  1020,  V.  C.  E. ;  Sfrfyrui* 

W.  695 ;  Ricketts  v.  Bennet,  4  C.  B.  case,  2  E.  Jur.  N.  S.  949,  V.  C.  W.  ^ 

686 ;  Dickinson  v.  Valpy,  10  B.  and  (e)  Brown  v.  Gibbins,  6  Bro.  P.  C 

C.  128,  3  RoBB  Le.  Ca.  561 ;  Edmiston  491;  Croarton'*  case,  5  DeG.andS.432. 

V.  Wright,  1  Camp.  88.  (/)  See  p.  245  et  seq. 

(h)  Stokes  V.  Lewis,  1  T.  R.  20;  (g)  Child  v.  Morley,  8  T.  B.  610; 

Child  V.  Morley,  8  T.  R.  610.  Stokes y.  Lewis,  IT.  R.  20.  See Us^J 

(c)  Thornton  v.  Proctor,  1  Anstr.  629,andJE'o'ifiM^onv.Frr^,lCamp.88. 

94.  (h)  See  Story  on  Agency,  a.  250. 

(rf)  Gleadow  v.  Hull  Glass  Co.,  IZ  (0    Stainton   v.    Carrm    Co.,  i^ 


80. 


Chap.  VH.]         CONTRIBUTION  AND  INDEMNITY.  411 

The  same  rules  are  generally  applicable  where  managers  or  Dii^ctors 
directors  seek  indemnity  from  the  company  for  losses  sustained  or  entitled  to 
obligations  undertaken  on  its  account.  But  it  must  be  observed^  whenpanners 
that  in  some  cases  these  officials  wiU  be  entitled  to  indemnity  from  ^^^  °^^ 
the  company  where  a  partner  would  have  no  such  claim  against  the 
firm.  The  reason  of  this  difference,  and  the  cases  in  which  it  is 
likely  to  have  place,  will  appear  from  the  following  considerations. 
A  partner,  as  such,  is  not  charged  with  the  entire  responsibility  of 
management,  except  in  very  peculiar  circumstances.  This  he  shares 
with  his  copartners,  with  whom  he  ought  to  consult  in  all  matters 
of  importance.  If,  therefore,  he  undertakes  personal  obligations  on 
account  of  the  firm,  without  the  knowledge  and  approval  of  his 
copartners,  his  right  to  relief  from  them  will,  in  a  great  measure, 
depend  on  their  having  subsequently  adopted  the  transaction.  To 
the  board  of  directors,  on  the  other  hand,  the  whole  management 
of  the  company  is  entrusted ;  and  their  only  mode  of  taking  the 
instructions  of  the  shareholders  is  by  calling  a  general  meeting, — a 
proceeding  necessarily  involving  a  considerable  elapse  of  time.  Yet 
such  are  the  exigencies  to  which  all  mercantile  companies  are  liable, 
that  prompt  and  decisive  action  is  often  the  only  means  of  averting 
serious  losses  or  absolute  ruin ;  and  unless  the  board  of  directors 
were  entrusted  with  a  discretionary  power  of  action  greatly  more 
extensive  than  that  confided  to  a  partner,  the  whole  concern  might 
be  involved  in  irretrievable  disaster  before  a  general  meeting  could 
be  even  assembled  (a).  It  is  for  this  very  reason,  indeed,  among 
others,  that  companies  with  a  large  and  fluctuating  membership  are 
managed,  not  by  the  partners,  but  by  managers  or  boards  of  direc- 
tors. These  considerations  seem  therefore  to  lead  to  the  conclu- 
sion, that  whenever  directors  or  other  managers  make  advances  or 
incur  obligations  for  the  company  for  purposes  within  its  sphere 
of  action,  they  are  entitled  to  indemnity,  though  they  have  done 
so  without  special  authority,  and  even  in  violation  of  regulations 
intended  to  be  observed  in  ordinary  circumstances,  provided  they 
can  justify  their  conduct  by  what  seemed  to  be  the  exigencies  of 

Beay.  346 ;  East  India  Co,  v.  Blake,  935 ;   Maxtm  ▼.   il/utr,   1845,  7  D. 

Finch.  117 ;  York  and  North  Midland  1006 ;  Nat.  Ex.  Co.  of  Glasgow,  1849, 

Ra.  Co.  V.  Hudson,  16  Beav.  485.  11  D.  571;  Blackburn  v.  Stewart,  1851, 

(a)  FUming  v.  Campbell,  1845,  7  D.  13  D.  1248. 
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But  are  never 
entitled  to 
indemnity 
where  they 
travel  out  of 
the  line  of 
business. 


the  time.     Thus,  where  directors  borrowed  money  on  their  own 
security  to  preserve  mines  belonging  to  a  mining  company  from 
rapid  deterioration  and  destruction,  and  afterwards  repaid  the  same, 
they  were  found  entitled  to  reimbursement  from  the  company, 
though  they  had  no  power  to  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the 
company,  and  though  it  was  admitted  that  the  company  would  not 
have  been  bound  to  repay  the  money  in  a  question  with  the  public 
creditor  (a).     And,  for  the  same  reason,  where,  by  the  deed  of 
settlement,  it  was  provided  that  if  additional  funds  were  required, 
they  should  be  raised  by  increasing  the  capital,  or  by  borrowing  on 
mortgage  of  the  company's  real  property,  and  the  directors  notwith- 
standing borrowed  the  necessary  sums  from  a  bank,  as  required  from 
time  to  time,  they  were  found  entitled  to  charge  these  advances 
against  the  company,  although  this  rendered  each  shareholder  liable 
to  a  considerable   degree   beyond  his   subscribed  share  (6).    In 
Bakers  case,  1  Dr.  and  Sm.  55,  V.-C.  Kindersley  held,  that  though 
the  director  of  a  company  was  not  entitled  to  stand  as  creditor 
against  the  company  on  a  debenture  issued  to  him  by  the  company, 
because  the  contract  wanted  confirmation,  still,  that  if  he  could 
show  that  the  money  had  been  duly  applied  in  carrying  on  the 
business  of  the  company,  he  should  be  entitled  to   recover  it  as 
an  ordinary  debt.     The  same  view  was  taken  in  two  subsequent 
cases  (c).     In  these  and  similar  cases  the  principle  is,  that  direc- 
tors being  necessarily  invested  with  greater  discretionary  powers 
than  ordinary  partners,  are  not  to  be  subjected  in  personal  loss 
when  acting  bona  fide  and  to  the  best  of  their  ability  for  the 
common  interest. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  directors  are  not  entitled  to  indemnity 
from  the  shareholders  where  they  plainly  contravene  express  con- 
ditions of  the  contract  of  association,  or  travel  out  of  the  scope  of 
the  company's  line  of  business.  Hence,  where  it  formed  a  condi- 
tion of  the  contract  that  no  more  than  a  certain  fixed  sum  should 
be  expended,  and  the  directors  thought  fit  to  expend  a  much  larger 
sum,  it  was  held  that  they  had  no  claim  of  relief  against  the  sliare- 

(a)  German  Mining  Co.'^s  case,  4  De  (6)  Ex  parte    Bignoldy  22   Bear. 

G.  M.  and  G.  19.     See  also  Houstoun  143. 

v.    Montgomerie,    1821,    1    S.    179;  (c)   Troup's  case,   29    Bear.  353; 

M^AUster  (Caled,  Dairy  Co,)  v.  Alex-  Iloare's  case,  30  Beav.  226. 
amkr,  1848,  5  D.  5ftO. 


Chap.  VII.] 


CONTRIBUTION  AND  INDEMNITY. 


413 


holders  quoad  the  excess  (a).  And  where  directors  charged  with 
the  winding  up  of  a  company  chose  to  expend  considerable  sums  in 
supporting  a  public  bill  in  Parliament  for  the  better  winding  up  of 
companies  in  general,  they  were  found  to  have  no  claim  against  the 
company  for  such  expenses,  as  the  purpose  was  plainly  beyond  the 
sphere  of  their  agency  (ft).  Again,  where  the  managing  committee 
of  a  benefit  society  thought  proper  to  purchase  land,  and  borrow 
money  to  pay  for  it,  it  was  found  that  they  had  no  claim  for  reim- 
bursement against  the  society,  as  purchasing  land  formed  no  part 
of  its  purposes  (c). 

When  partners  act  plainly  beyond  the  limits  of  their  agency,  HomoiogatioD. 
or  even  in  contravention  of  an  express  provision,  they  will  never- 
theless be  entitled  to  contribution,  if  their  proceedings  have  after- 
wards been  approved  of  or  homologated  by  the  company;  and 
ratification  may  be  presumed  by  the  company  taking  the  benefit 
of  such  proceedings,  or  even  by  their  silence  (d).  Hence,  when  the 
company  do  not  intend  to  adopt  the  unauthorized  act,  they  should 
at  once  object  (e).  The  same  rules  apply  as  between  directors  and 
their  companies  (/). 

Illegal  acts  done  by  a  partner  will  entitle  him  to  no  indemnity  niegai  acts, 
against  the  firm;  for  it  cannot  be  presumed  that  such  acts  were 
either  within  the  intended  scope  of  the  undertaking,  or  that  they 
were  approved  of  by  the  firm  (y).  If  the  purposes  for  which  the 
company  was  formed  were  illegal,  the  case  is  all  the  stronger ;  for 
as  the  concern  was  ab  initio  contrary  to  law,  the  law  will  give  no 
aid  to  work  out  its  transactions  or  their  consequences  (A). 


(a)  GiUan  v.  Morrison^  1  De  G.  and 
S.  421 ;  Worcester  Com  Exch,  Co,^8 
case,  3  De  6.  M.  and  G.  180. 

{b)  Cropper's  case,  1  De  G.  M.  and 
G   147. 

(c)  Kent  Benefit  Building  Soc,  1  Dr. 
and  Sm.  417.  See  also  Selwyn  y. 
Harrison,  2  J.  and  H.  334. 

(<0  See  Story  on  Agency,  c.  vi. ;  ex 
parte  Chippendale,  4  De  G.  Mac.  and  G. 
19 ;  ex  parU  Bignold,  22  Beav.  143 
and  165. 

(tf)  Cragg  v.  Ford,  1  Y.  and  C.  C. 
C.  280. 

(y*)    See   APAlister  v.   Alexander, 


1843,  5  D.  680  ;  Gillan  v.  Morrison,  1 
De  G.  and  S.  421 ;  re  Worcester  Corn 
Ex.  Co.,  3  De  G.  Mac.  and  G.  180 ; 
re  Cropper,  1  De  G.  Mac.  and  G.  147  ; 
ex  parte  Chippendale,  and  ex  parte 
Bignold,  supra. 

(g)  See  Finlayson  v.  Braidbar 
Qmrry  Co.,  1864,  2  Macph.  1297. 

(h)  Gibson  v.  Stewart,  1835,  14  S. 
166,  1  Rob.  260 ;  Gibson  v.  Stewart, 
1828,  6  S.  733,  aff.  1  Rob.  260; 
Eraser  v.  HiU,  1852,  14  D.  335.  See 
Gordon  v.  Howden,  1843,  5  D.  698 ; 
revd.  1845,  12  CI.  and  Fin.  237,  4 
Bell's  App.  254. 
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Loans. 


Debts. 


When  the  partnership  is  not  illegal,  but  where  one  of  the  part- 
ners is  subjected  in  the  penalties  or  consequences  of  an  illegal  act 
committed  by  one  or  more  of  his  copartners  without  his  privity,  he 
will  be  entitled  to  indemnity  against  the  wrong-doers  to  the  full 
extent  of  his  loss  (a).  When,  as  before,  the  partnership  is  not 
contrary  to  law,  but  an  unlawful  act  has  been  done  by  all  the 
partners  in  the  knowledge  of  its  illegality,  and  the  loss  conse- 
quent thereon  happens  to  fall  on  one  of  their  number,  it  is  the 
general  opinion  that  he  has  no  claim  of  contribution  against  his 
fellows  (b).  The'  opposite  view,  though  it  has  some  semblance  of 
authority  (c),  would  seem  objectionable  on  the  mere  ground  of 
public  policy. 

Loans  made  by  a  partner  to  the  firm  are,  if  properly  con- 
stituted, in  the  same  position  as  loans  made  by  third  parties;  for  the 
firm  is  a  quasi  person,  and  may  assume  the  character  of  debtor  to 
its  own  members  (d).  Loans  made  by  directors  to  the  company, 
or  advances  made  by  them  on  its  behalf,  are  in  a  somewhat  diffe- 
rent position.  Directors  are  special  officers  partaking  of  the  natnie 
of  trustees,  and  it  is  not  for  the  interest  of  the  concern  that  they 
should  stand  to  it  in  the  relation  of  creditors.  If  the  loan  is  one 
which,  if  it  had  not  been  made  by  the  directors,  must  have  been 
obtained  from  strangers,  it  will  entitle  them  to  reimbursement  (e) ; 
yet,  as  the  transaction  is  open  to  suspicion,  authority  should  always 
be  obtained  from  the  shareholders  before  it  is  entered  into  (/). 

When  a  partner  is  compelled  to  pay  a  debt  constituted  against 
the  firm,  he  is  always  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  contribution,  unless 
the  claim  has  been  fixed  against  the  firm,  in  consequence  of  his  own 
improper  conduct,  as  e.g.  exceeding  his  agency,  or  having  been 
guilty  of  fraud  or  culpable  negligence  (cf).    But  a  partner  who 


(a)  Campbell  v.  Campbell,  1834, 12 
S.  673, 7  CI.  and  Fin.  166, 1  Rob.  App. 
1 ;  Pearson  v.  Skelton,  1 M.  and  W.  604. 

(6)  A.  G,  v.  Wilson,  Cr.  and  Ph.  1, 
per  Lord  Cottenbam. 

(c)  Baynard  v.  Woolky,  20  Beav. 
683 ;  ex  parte  Longworth,  1  Jobns  466. 

(d)  Keith  v.  Penn,  1840,  2  D.  633  ; 
Stfirrock  v.  Thorns,  1861,  13  D.  762. 

(e)  Ex  parte  Sedgwick,  2  E.  Jur.  N. 
S.  949 ;  ex  parte  Bignold^  22  Beav.  143. 


(/)  Blttck  V.  MaUxlue,  6  E.  Jar.  N. 
S.  1018;  compare  Murray's  Ezeat- 
tors,  6  De  G.  Mac.  and  G.  750 ;  aivi 
Teversham,  3  De  G.  and  S.  296. 

(g)  Gordon  v.  Howden,  1849, 12  D. 
263 ;  Prole  v.  Masterman,  21  Bear. 
61 ;  M'Owen  v.  Hunter,  1  Dr.  and  W»l. 
347 ;  Robinson's  Executors^  6  De  G. 
Mac.  and  G.  672  ;  Evans  v.  YtaJtherd, 
2  Bing.  133 ;  Richardson,  etc.,  t.  OattM, 
etc.,  1868,  16  D.  434. 
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pays  a  debt  claimed^  but  not  due,  has  no  right  to  indemnity  against 
the  firm  (a) ;  and  where  a  partner  departed  from  a  debt  judicially 
found  due  to  the  firm,  he  was  found  liable  to  indemnify  his  co- 
partners (b). 

When  losses  arise  to  the  firm,  in  consequence  of  the  conduct  of  Fault  of  one 
one  partner  rather  than  of  the  others,  the  contribution  will  still  be  ^^  ^^^' 
equal,  unless  that  which  caused  the  loss  is  attributable  to  culpable 
negligence,  or  something  more  than  mere  error  in  judgment  (c). 
The  same  rules  apply  to  directors  {d). 

It  is  a  principle  of  the  law  of  partnership,  that  a  partner  is  not  Services. 
entitled  to  any  remuneration  for  services  rendered  to  the  firm,  or 
for  loss  of  time  incurred  by  him  in  carrying  on  the  common  busi- 
ness (e) ;  and  a  managing  partner  is  in  the  same  position  (/).  No 
claim  of  indemnity,  therefore,  lies  against  the  company  on  this 
score.  The  exceptions  are  where,  after  dissolution,  the  business  of 
the  firm  is  carried  on  by  one  of  the  partners  for  the  benefit  of  the 
others  or  their  representatives  (^),  and  where  an  express  agreement 
has  been  made  to  give  remuneration  (h).  Directors  of  companies 
are  in  the  same  position,  and  are  entitled  to  no  claim  for  their 
services  without  express  agreement,  under  any  pretence  what- 
ever (i).  But  partners  as  well  as  directors  are  always  entitled  to 
charge  the  company  with  expenses  bona  fide  laid  out  or  incurred  in 
the  conduct  of  its  business  (£)•  When  by  agreement  the  directors 
are  to  receive  payment,  they  are  entitled  to  their  fees  even  if  the 
concern  proves  a  failure  (J). 

(a)    Re    Webh,  2  B.  Moore  500  ;  (/)  Hutchison  v.  Smith,  6  Irish  Eq. 

APIlreaih  v.  Margetson,  4  Doug.  278.  117. 

See   Cavan  v.  Mackie,  1832,  10  S.  (g)  Brown  v.  De  Tastet,  Jac.  284 ; 

550.  Crawshay  v.   Collins,  2   Ruse.  347 ; 

(h)  BraTidv.  Kennedy,  1710,  Robert.  Gordon  v.  Howden,  1853,  15  D.  378 ; 

App.  8.  Cameron^ s  Trs,  v.  Cameron,  1864,  3 

(c)  Ex  parte  Letts  and  Steer,  26  L.  Macph.  200. 

J.  Ch.  455  ;  Cragg  v.  Ford,  1  Y.  and  (h)  Berry  v.  Lamh,  1832, 10  S.  792. 

C.  C.  C.  280 ;  Lingard  v.  Bromley,  1  (i)  Duncan  v.    Unum   Canal  Co., 

V.  and  B.  114.  1831,  9  S.  398  ;  York  and  North  Mid- 

(d)  Evans  v.  Coventry,  per  V.-C.  land  Ra,  Co.  v.  Hudson,  16  Beay.  485  ; 
Kinderdey,  2  E.  Jur.  N.  S.  567.  Evans  v.  Coventry,  2  E.  Jur.  N.  S.  557. 

(6)    M'  Whirter  v.   Guthrie,   1822,  (k)  Geddes  v.  HamiUon,  1801,  aff. 

Hume  760,  and  1  S.  295 ;  Beath  y.  1805,  4  Fat.  App.  657 ;  Duncan  y. 

Campbell,  as  revd.  1826,  2  W.  and  S.  Union  Canal  Co.,  supra. 

25  ;  Hunter  y.  Cochrane^ s  Trs.,  1831,  (Z)    Ex  parte    Johnson,   27    L.   J. 

9  S.  477,  and  5  W.  and  S.  639.  Ch.  803. 
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According  to  the  law  of  Scotland,  where  two  parties  are  mntaallv 
debtors  and  creditors,  their  claims,  if  equal,  extinguish  each  other; 
and  if  unequal,  leave  only  the  balance  due.  This  is  called  com- 
pensation, or  set-off.  It  is  founded  on,  and  is  indeed  nothing  else 
than,  a  special  application  of  the  equitable  principle  which  operates 
in  retention,  though  here  as  well  as  in  England  it  has  been  to  a 
certain  extent  regulated  by  statute  (a). 

Before  considering  the  application  of  this  doctrine  between 
partnerships,  their  members,  and  the  public  debtor  or  creditor,  it  is 
'  desirable  to  obtain  a  distinct  conception  of  the  rules  by  which,  in 
Scotland,  its  practical  operation  is  regulated.  In  order  to  foond 
compensation,  it  is  necessary, — 1.  That  the  parties  be  debtor  and 
creditor  each  in  his  own  right.  Thus  an  agent  cannot  set  off  a 
debt  due  to  his  principal  against  a  debt  due  by  himself  as  an  indi- 
vidual. 2.  That  the  parties  be  mutually  debtors  and  creditors  at 
the  same  time ;  so  that  it  has  no  place  where  one  has  assigned  his 
claim  before  concourse.  3.  That  the  claims  be  both  liquid  and 
exigible ;  hence  there  can  be  no  compensation  between  a  present 
debt  and  one  that  is  future,  much  less  contingent. 

Compensation  does  not  operate  ipso  jure^  but  must  be  pleaded 
by  way  of  defence ;  yet,  when  sustained,  it  operates  retro  to  the 
time  of  concourse  (that  is,  when  both  claims  first  co-existed),  and 
stops  the  currency  of  interest  from  that  time  downwards.  Though, 
properly  speaking,  there  is  no  room  for  compensation  while  one  of 
the  debts  is  not  yet  constituted,  yet  when  this  can  be  instantly 

(a)  In  Scx)tland  by  1592,  c.  41 ;  in  England  by  2  Geo.  n.  c.  22,  and  8  Geo. 
II.  c.  24. 
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done  by  writ  or  oath  of  party^  or  when  the  delay  necessary  for 
constitution  by  witnesses  or  otherwise  is  short  and  limited,  it  has 
been  nsual  to  stay  procedure  in  the  original  action  till  the  counter 
obligation  can  be  constituted  as  a  set-ofF.  This  is  peculiarly  the 
case  in  bankruptcy,  where  a  solvent  debtor  will  not  be  compelled 
to  make  instant  payment  of  a  liquid  debt,  and  rank  for  his  own 
illiquid  claim  on  the  bankruptcy  assets. 

In  applying  these  rules  to  claims  arising  between  companies  and  AppUcatioD  of 
their  debtors  or  creditors,  and  the  debtors  and  creditors  of  their  indi-  partnership. 
vidual  partners,  questions  of  no  ordinary  difficulty  have  presented 
themselves;  and  their  solution  has,  it  would  seem,  been  considerably 
embarrassed  from  a  confusion  of  thought  due  to  a  misapprehension 
of  English  decisions,  in  which  the  ratio  decidendi  depends  on  peculiari- 
ties of  that  system  from  which  the  law  of  Scotland  is  happily  free. 

The  English  common  law  courts  have  deemed  themselves  English  law. 
entitled  to  recognise  the  doctrine  of  compensation,  in  so  far  only  as 
it  has  been  enunciated  by  statute ;  and  even  within  these  limits, 
they  have,  as  in  too  many  other  instances,  been  greatly  fettered  by 
technical  rules  of  pleading.  The  courts  of  equity,  again,  though 
they  profess  to  apply  the  principles  of  this  doctrine  in  conformity 
with  what  appears  to  be  the  substantial  justice  of  the  case,  have 
nevertheless  regarded  themselves  as  bound  by  the  peculiar  form 
which  obligations  in  England  sometimes  assume.  It  is  also  very 
apparent  that,  in  the  equity  as  well  as  in  the  law  courts,  the  conse- 
quences of  not  recognising  the  separate  persona  of  the  firm  have 
made  themselves  deeply  felt  in  this  as  in  other  departments  of 
partnership  law,  and  have  produced  results  which  cannot  always  be 
reconciled  with  the  ordinary  ideas  of  justice.  It  would  seem,  there- 
fore, that  in  this  branch  of  the  subject  the  English  authorities  are 
not  in  general  to  be  relied  on  as  trustworthy  guides,  and  that  the 
law  of  Scotland  is  only  to  be  ascertained  by  an  attentive  study 
of  the  decisions  which  have  been  given  by  our  own  tribunals,  so  as 
to  extract  the  principles  which  they  contain,  and  by  working  out 
these  principles  to  their  logical  results. 

In  dealing  with  such  questions  as  present  themselves,  when  the  Scottish  law. 
doctrine  of  compensation  is  in  Scotland  applied  to  partnerships  and 
unincorporated  companies,  there  is  one  principle  of  our  legal  system 
w^hich  must  never  be  lost  sight  of.     That  principle  is,  that  the 

2D 
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company  being  a  separate  person,  is  capable  of  entering  into  con- 
tracts on  its  own  account,  and  thereby  assuming  the  relations  of 
debtor  and  creditor  both  as  regards  the  public  and  its  own  membeis. 
The  consequences  of  this  principle  will  now  be  examined  in  detail ; 
and  we  shall  endeavour  to  show  in  what  cases  its  operation  is  modi- 
fied or  controlled  by  other  principles  which  are  brought  into  play 
from  motives  of  convenience  or  equity. 

1.  When  two  companies  are  mutually  indebted,  compensation 
takes  place  between  them  in  the  same  way  as  if  they  were  indivi- 
duals ;  and  since  they  are  persons  distinct  from  their  partners,  it 
makes  no  difference  though  some  of  their  members  be  at  one  and 
the  same  time  partners  of  both  companies.  It  is  also  of  no  import- 
ance that  one  or  both  of  the  companies  are  dissolved,  provided  the 
debts  were  contracted  prior  to  dissolution ;  for  it  is  a  rule  of  law, 
that  the  firm  always  subsists  until  its  assets  have  been  realized  and 
its  debts  discharged. 

Hence,  where  a  company  consisting  of  three  partners  was  at 
the  time  of  its  dissolution  creditor  of  another  company,  and  two  of 
the  partners,  who  continued  to  carry  on  the  business,  became  in 
turn  debtors  to  the  other  company  whose  estates  were  sequestrated, 
it  was  held  that,  in  an  action  by  the  trustee  against  the  two  partners 
for  payment  of  the  debt  due  by  them,  they  were  entitled  to  com- 
pensate that  debt  with  the  debt  due  to  them  as  partners  of  the  fint 
company,  the  other  partner  having  no  longer  an  interest  therein  (a). 
In  this  case  compensation  took  place  in  reality  between  two  com- 
panies, whatever  effect  the  retirement  of  the  third  partner  may  be 
supposed  to  have  produced.  For  whether  we  say  that  after  that 
event  the  old  company  still  continued  with  the  loss  ef  one  of  its 
partners,  or  that  a  new  company  was  formed  taking  up  the  claims 
and  liabilities  of  the  old,  it  is  still  true  that  there  was  a  concourse 
of  debit  and  credit  between  companies. 

2.  When,  of  the  parties  mutually  indebted,  one  is  a  company 
and  the  other  an  individual,  compensation  will  take  place  as  before. 

This  was  found  to  be  the  case  even  where  the  company  carried  on 

two  separate  businesses  under  different  firm«.     In  Inglisj  Gilchrist, 

and  Co.  V.  Cuthhertson  (6),  a  company  consisting  of  two  partners 

carried  on  business  as  bankers  in  one  office  and  as  linen-drapers  in 

(a)  Handyside  v.  Harwood,  1812,  17  F.  C.  29,  (6)  1809,  Hume  122. 
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another,  and  kept  separate  books  applicable  to  each;  yet  it  was 
found  that  they  were  entitled  to  set  off  a  debt  due  by  them  as 
bankers  to  a  party,  against  a  debt  due  to  them  as  linen-drapers  by 
the  same  party.  If  this  had  been  the  case  of  an  individual  carrying 
on  two  separate  trades,  the  decision  would  have  been  law  wherever 
the  doctrine  of  compensation  is  admitted.  The  fact  of  its  being 
the  case  of  a  company  may  serve  to  show  how  fully  the  separate 
person  of  the  company  is  recognised  in  the  law  of  Scotland. 

But  it  must  be  observed,  that  in  the  general  case  there  is  no  Effect  of  dia- 

,  solution. 

room  for  compensation  on  the  head  of  debts  or  claims  arising  out  of 
contracts  made  with  any  number  of  the  partners  less  than  the 
whole,  after  the  dissolution  of  the  company  has  been  properly  noti- 
fied. The  reason  is,  that  after  that  event  the  company  only  subsists 
for  the  purposes  of  winding  up,  and  the  implied  agency  to  enter 
into  new  contracts  is  withdrawn.  The  only  exception  to  this  would 
seem  to  be  when  the  new  transaction  has  been  adopted  by  all  the 
former  partners ;  or  where,  as  we  shall  afterwards  see,  the  partner 
to  whom  the  debt  has  been  contracted  agrees  to  set  it  off  against  a 
claim  made  by  his  debtor  against  the  company. 

3.  Compensation  has  place  between  debts  due  to  the  company  by  Compensation 

^        ^  1111  r      J     J    between  the 

one  of  its  partners,  and  debts  due  by  the  company  to  that  partner,    company  and 

Examples  of  this  occur  when  advances  have  been  made  between  partners. 
companies  and  their  individual  partners,  and  claims  are  made  for 
contribution  or  indemnity,  and  whenever  claims  of  contribution 
and  indemnity  are  set  off  one  against  the  other.  See  ^  Contribution 
and  Indemnity.'  It  must  be  observed,  however,  that,  when  the 
company  is  bankrupt,  there  can  be  no  compensation  between  it  and 
its  partners ;  as  the  claims  of  the  partners  only  emerge  after  those 
of  the  public  creditor  have  been  satisfied. 

It  may  also  be  stated  as  a  general  rule,  that  there  can  be  no 
compensation  between  debts  due  by  one  partner  to  the  other,  and 
debts  or  claims  between  these  partners  and  the  company.  Thus,  if 
a  company  consist  of  four  partners.  A.,  B.,  C,  and  D.,  and  A.  sue 
D.  for  £100  privato  nomine^  this  will  not  be  compensated  by  a  debt 
due  by  the  company  to  D.,  or  by  a  debt  due  by  A.  to  the  company. 
And  in  like  manner,  if  the  company  sue  B.  for  contribution,  the 
claim  cannot  be  met  by  a  debt  due  to  B.  by  another  of  the  partners. 
Or,  again,  if  B.  sue  the  company  for  indemnity,  or  for  a  share  of 
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profits,  or  for  a  loan,  the  company  cannot  set  off  against  B.'s  claim 
a  debt  due  by  him  to  another  of  the  partners.  Here  there  is  no 
concourse  of  debit  and  credit ;  for  the  company  being  a  separate 
person,  there  are  in  all  the  cases  supposed  three  parties,  and  no  two 
of  them  are  mutually  debtors  and  creditors  of  each  other. 

The  difficulty  may  sometimes  be  removed  by  assignation,  but 
this  cannot  be  resorted  to  in  bankruptcy  when  the  effect  of  the 
assignment  would  be  to  diminish  the  assets  of  the  company  avail- 
able to  its  creditors.  Compensation  may,  however,  take  place  in 
the  cases  supposed  where  there  are  only  two  partners  in  the  firm, 
or  where,  there  being  more,  one  partner  is  creditor  of  all  the  others 
bound  conjunctly  and  severally.  But  if  the  company  is  bankmpt, 
compensation  cannot  even  in  such  cases  be  pleaded. 

As  a  general  rule,  there  is  no  room  for  compensation  as  to 
debts  in  which  a  company,  its  partners,  and  strangers  occupy  the 
relative  positions  of  creditors  and  debtors  to  each  other.  Thus,  1.  a 
stranger  cannot  set  off  against  a  debt  due  by  him  to  the  company 
a  private  debt  due  to  him  by  one  of  its  partners  as  an  individual. 
In  such  a  case  there  is  no  concursus  debiti  et  crediti;  for  though  a 
partner  is  personally  liable  for  a  company  debt,  the  company  fa  in 
no  wise  responsible  for  his  private  obligations.  Nor  does  it  make 
any  difference  that  the  partner,  who  is  debtor  to  the  stranger,  may 
happen  to  be  the  sole  surviving  or  solvent  partner  of  the  concern 
at  the  time  when  the  company  claim  is  sued  for ;  for  in  such  a  case 
the  partner  in  question  is  in  truth  trustee  for  all  those  who  have 
claims  on  the  company,  and  holds  in  his  person  two  separate  and 
very  distinct  characters,  viz.  that  of  debtor  to  the  company  debtor 
as  a  private  individual,  and  that  of  creditor  to  the  same  person  as 
trustee  for  the  company  creditors.  So  that  to  allow  compensation 
in  such  a  case,  would  be  in  fact  to  allow  an  illegal  preference  to  one 
company  creditor  over  all  the  others.  K,  however,  the  concern,  of 
which  the  partner  who  is  debtor  to  the  stranger  is  the  sole  survivor, 
have  no  creditors,  compensation  will  have  place,  because  the  char 
racter  of  trustee  in  the  surviving  partner  does  not  exist  (a). 

2.  A  partner  cannot  set  off  against  his  private  debt  a  debt  dae 
by  his  creditor  to  the  company.    No  case,  in  so  far  as  the  author  is 

(a)  Morrison  v.  Hunter,  1822,  2  S.      Thorn  v.  North  British  Bant,  1850, 13 
62 ;  Kerr  v.  Scott,  1823,  2  S.  400 ;      D.  134. 
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aware,  has  hitherto  occurred  in  which  this  point  has  been  decided ;  and  his  credi- 
but  on  the  principles  given  effect  to  in  the  decisions  last  noticed  the  company. 
there  seems  no  reason  to  doubt  the  accuracy  of  the  proposition. 
The  company,  being  a  separate  person,  can  in  no  case,  except  those 
of  delegation  or  suretyship,  be  held  liable  for  the  private  obligations 
of  its  members ;  and  e  conversOy  a  partner  cannot  be  in  right  of  a 
company  claim,  unless  by  transference.  There  is  not,  therefore,  in 
this  instance  any  more  than  in  the  last,  a  concursus  debiti  et  creditL 
Moreover,  to  allow  compensation  in  the  circumstances  supposed, 
might,  in  the  event  of  the  company's  bankruptcy,  deprive  its  cre- 
ditors of  one  of  its  assets,  thereby  reversing  the  rule  of  the  law  of 
Scotland,  that  company  creditors  are  entitled  to  a  preference  over 
its  partners  and  their  creditors. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  there  are  cases  in  which  compensation  Cases  when 

,  /.  *^^^  ^^  ^°®* 

has  place  between  companies  and  the  public  by  reason  of  private  not  apply. 

debts  due  by  or  to  their  partners.     These  cases  may  be  stated  as 

exceptions  to  the  principle  laid  down  at  the  outset,  or  rather  as 

consequences  of  another  principle  by  which  the  operation  of  the 

former  is  modified  and  controlled.     This  latter  principle  may  be 

stated  as  follows : — 

Though  die  company  be  a  separate  person,  yet  as  every  one  of  Principle  of 
the  partners  is  liable  for  its  obligations  in  solidunij  any  one  of  them 
may  at  the  instance  of  a  creditor  be  compelled  to  pay  the  whole  of 
a  debt  constituted  against  the  company,  or  he  may  step  forward 
with  the  consent  of  the  company  and  do  so  of  his  own  accord. 
When  either  of  these  events  takes  place,  the  partner  so  compelled 
or  offering  to  make  payment  may  set  off  against  the  company  debt, 
which  has  thus  become  his  own,  any  constituted  claim  which  he 
holds  as  an  individual  against  the  company  creditor.  This  principle 
has  accordingly  found  its  exponent  in  the  following  rules : — 

1.  When  a  company  is  sued  for  a  debt  due  by  the  firm,  it  may  Enle  i. 
plead  compensation  on  a  private  debt  due  by  the  creditor  to  one  of 
its  partners,  and  that  without  any  assignation  from  such  partner. 

The  first  case  in  which  this  question  was  raised  for  decision 
was  that  of  Bogles  Cred.  v.  Ballantyney  1793 (a).  There  was  some 
difference  of  opinion  upon  the  bench,  but  the  majority  of  the  judges 
ultimately  decided  in  accordance  with  the  rule  here  stated,  and  on 

(a)  M.  2581. 
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the  ratio  indicated  above.  Since  that  period  several  cases  have 
occurred  which  will  be  found  noted  below,  and  in  all  of  them  deci- 
sions were  given  in  accordance  with  this  rule,  which  was  regarded  as 
fixed  law  (a).  In  the  late  case  of  Thomsan  v.  Stevenson^  1855  (fc), 
the  same  doctrine  was  again  affirmed ;  and  the  opinion  of  Lord 
Curriehill,  containing  as  it  does  an  admirable  resume  oi  the  arrange- 
ment, may  here  in  part  be  quoted  :  ^  When  a  pursuer  brings  action 
against  a  company  where  the  partners  are  liable  singuli  in  solidum 
for  all  the  sums  sued  for,  each  is  debtor  individually  for  the  whole 
sum.  ...  If  any  individual  partner  has  a  debt  owing  to  himself 
individually,  he  is  entitled  to  plead  compensation,  and  the  company  is 
entitled,  with  his  consent,  to  insist  that  it  shall  be  so  applied.  Assig- 
nation is  not  necessary,  but  consent  of  the  individual  is  necessary; 
and  he  must  concur  in  the  application  of  his  individual  debt  But 
with  his  concurrence  the  company  is  entitled  to  say,  "  Our  partner, 
who  is  individually  liable,  chooses  to  pay  off  our  debt  in  this  manner, 
and  we  apply  his  debt  in  this  way."  That  is  the  principle  upon 
which  the  former  decisions  proceeded.' 

In  the  application  of  this  rule,  it  makes  no  difference  whether 
the  company  be  solvent  or  insolvent,  or  whether  it  be  dissolved  or 
still  in  existence ;  for  in  all  these  cases  the  partner  is  equally  liable 
to  be  proceeded  against  for  the  whole  company  debt  (c). 

It  will  be  observed,  however,  that  il  is  not  in  the  power  of  the 
company  to  apply  a  debt  due  to  one  of  its  partners  in  this  manner 
without  his  consent ;  for  so  long  as  he  is  not  proceeded  against  as 
an  individual  liable  in  solidum  for  the  company  debt,  he  may  have 
good  reasons  for  objecting  to  his  own  private  claims  being  applied 
in  this  manner.  This  is  plainly  stated  in  the  opinion  of  Lord 
Curriehill  quoted  above,  and  also  in  the  opinions  of  the  judges  of 
the  Second  Division  in  the  late  case  of  Raleigh  v.  Hughson  ani 
Dobson  (d). 

In  like  manner,  it  seems  equitable  that  when  the  company  is 
ready  and  willing  to  make  payment  from  its  own  funds,  a  partner 
should  not  have  it  in  his  power  to  adopt  this  mode  of  settling  his 

(a)  Scott  v.  Hall  and  Bisset,  1809,  41 ;   IliU  v.  Lindsay,  1847,  10  D.  78, 

16  F.  C.  811 ;  Salmon  v.  Padon  and  and  Bell's  Com.  vol.  ii.  p.  666  rf*?- 
Vannan,  1824,  3  S.  285;  Wood,  James,  (b)  17  D.  739. 

and  Wood  v.  Dmvnie,  1836,  16  S.  12.  (c)  Same  case. 

See  also  Russell  v.  M'Nah,  1824,  8  S.  (</)  1861,  23  D.  362. 
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private  claims  without  their  consent.  In  many  cases  this  would  be 
most  undesirable,  as  it  might  afterwards  give  rise  to  much  unneces- 
sary embarrassment  in  settling  accounts  between  the  partner  and 
the  company  (a). 

2.  When  a  partner  sues  a  company  creditor  for  a  private  debt,  Rule  2. 
he  may  be  met  by  setting  off  the  debt  due  by  the  company  to  the 
creditor. 

This  rule  is  another  consequence  of  the  principle  we  are  now 
considering,  and  proceeds  on  the  following  ratioy  that  since  the 
partner  is  liable  in  solidum  for  the  company  debt  to  his  own  debtor, 
the  latter  may  at  once  create  the  necessary  concourse  by  using 
diligence  against  him  as  an  individual  (A). 

After  a  company  has  been  dissolved,  and  the  dissolution  has    Nocompensa- 
been  duly  published,  the  quasi  persona  still  subsists  until  the  com-  dissolution 
pany  be  fully  wound  up ;  but  the  agency  to  bind  the  company  gent  of  former 
formerly  possessed  by  the  partners  ceases,  and  therefore  new  con-  ^    ®"" 
tracts  made  with  one  of  the  former  partners  are  not  contracts  made 
with  the  company,  but  with  the  partner  as  an  individual.     The 
consequence  of  this  is,  that  no  compensation  can  take  place  without 
the  consent  of  all  the  former  partners  between  a  debt  due  to  the 
dissolved  company  and  a  debt  subsequently  contracted  by  one  of  its 
former  partners  as  if  on  its  account  (c). 

When  a  company  is  dissolved,  but  not  bankrupt,  and  a  debt  ExcepUous. 
due  the  concern  may  be  apportioned  among  the  former  partners, 
any  one  of  them  may  compensate  a  debt  due  by  himself  privately 
with  so  much  of  the  company  claim  as  falls  to  his  own  share  (d). 
Here,  however,  there  is  not,  properly  speaking,  a  set-off  between 
a  debt  due  the  company  and  the  private  debt  of  one  of  its  partners, 
but  between  such  partner^s  private  debt  and  his  ascertained  share 
of  the  partnership  estate. 

When  by  death,  retirement,  or  otherwise,  the  rights  and  obliga-  Rights  centre- 

inir  in  &  sinsrl^ 

tions  of  a  company  have  come  to  centre  in  a  single  individual  in  his  individual. 
private  character,  and  not  as  a  trustee  for  creditors  of  the  company, 
or  for  the  representatives  of  his  former  partners,  compensation  may 

(a)  See  Hotchkis  v.  Royal  Bank  of         (c)  Anderson  y.  Rutherfvrd,  1885, 
Scotland,  1797,  M.  2673,  aff.  3  Paten's      13  S.  488. 

App.  618.  (d)  Oswald's  Trs.  v.  Dickson,  1833, 

(b)  Bogle  V.  Ballantyne,  1793,   M.      12  S.  156 ;  Heggie  v.  Heggie,  1868,  21 
2581.  I>-  31- 
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individual. 


take  place  between  debts  due  to  or  by  the  company,  and  those  in 
which  he  is  individually  debtor  or  creditor.  Here  no  injustice  can 
arise  to  any  one ;  for  the  question  no  longer  lies  between  a  third 
party  and  one  of  the  partners  of  a  company,  but  between  two  private 
individuals  who  are  mutually  debtors  and  creditors  of  each  other. 

This  point  has  never,  it  is  believed,  arisen  for  decision  in  any 
reported  Scotch  case ;  but  on  principle,  the  solution  given  appears 
to  admit  of  no  dubiety,  and  it  has  been  so  decided  repeatedly  in 
English  cases  which  presented  no  elements  peculiar  to  that  sys- 
tem (a). 

It  has  already  been  pointed  out,  that  a  partner  may  become 
debtor  or  creditor  in  a  transaction  in  which,  though  he  really  acted 
for  the  company,  the  opposite  party  dealt  with  him  as  an  individual. 
When  this  takes  place,  compensation  may  be  pleaded  between  the 
two  contracting  parties,  altogether  irrespective  of  the  company* 
This  proposition  is  a  necessary  consequence  of  the  principle,  that  it 
is  competent  for  any  man  to  contract  with  another  as  a  principal 
and  entirely  disregard  his  character  of  agent.  It  has  been  expressly 
affirmed  in  several  English  cases,  and  is  indeed  assumed  in  the 
Scotch  case  of  Anderson  v.  Rutherford^  before  referred  to  (6). 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  party  who  contracted  with  the  partner 
was  aware  that  he  was  acting  as  agent,  and  transacted  with  him  in 
that  capacity,  no  concourse  of  debit  and  credit  between  them  indivi- 
dually will  avail  against  the  claims  of  the  company  (c). 


(a)  See  Fletcher  v.  Dyche,  2  T.  R.  82 ; 
Owen  V.  Wilkinson,  5  C.  R.  N.  S.  526. 

(6)  13  S.  488.  See  also  James  v. 
Downie,  1886,  15  S.  12. 

(c)  See  James  v.  Downie,  supra ; 
and  LiddeU  and  Co,  v.    Young  and 


Son,  1852,  14  D.  647 ;  Lumsden  t. 
Allan,  1823, 2  S.  503 ;  Dixon,  2  Bam. 
and  Aid.  310;  Dobson  v.  Christii, 
1885,  13  S.  582.  See  as  to  what  con- 
stitutes  scienter,  Fleming  v.  Flndlaii 
and  Co,,  1832,  10  S.  739. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

RETENTION   OR   LIEN. 

It  is  a  principle  of  equity,  that  no  one  oaght  to  be  compelled  to  Nature  of. 
part  with  the  property  of  another,  while  that  other  retains  property 
belonging  to  him.  This  principle,  working  in  the  English  and 
Scottish  systems  of  jurispradence,  has  in  the  former  evolved  the 
doctrine  of  lien,  and  in  the  latter  that  of  retention.  These  doctrines 
originally  presented  points  of  considerable  difference  in  extent  and 
mode  of  operation ;  bat  gradually  converging  as  each  became  more 
full  and  determined,  they  may  now  for  practical  purposes  be  said 
to  coincide  (a). 

Retention  or  lien  differs  from  compensation  in  several  important  Difference 
respects.     Retention  merely  entitles  the  possessor  to  withhold  pay-  retention  and 
ment  or  delivery  till  the  counter  demand  is  satisfied ;  compensation  ^""p®""*  °^' 
operates  an  extinction  of  the  mutual  debts :  retention  gives  security 
for  debts,  even  though  they  may  be  future,  contingent,  or  illiquid ; 
compensation  applies  merely  between  debts  due  and  liquid.     Re- 
tention, moreover,  ceases  to  operate  as  soon  as  possession  is  lost, 
provided  this  be  not  due  to  force  or  fraud.     Retention  may  be 
either  general  or  special.    As  a  rule,  a  party  can  only  retain  effects 
in  security  of  a  debt  or  obligation  with  which  they  are  immediately 
or  directly  connected,  as  a  ship  for  the  value  of  repairs  made  upon 
it ;  but  in  some  cases  there  is  a  more  general  right  of  retention,  as 
for  a  general  balance  of  accounts,  and  over  articles  of  the  same 
kind  transmitted  in  the  general  course  of  dealing  (b). 

As  a  general  rule,  it  may  be  stated  that  retention  has  place  Retention  ae 
between  the  persons  of  a  private  firm,  of  a  company,  or  of  a  cor-  comjlnies  and 

the  public. 
(a)  More*s  Stair,  cxxxi.,  1  liectureB         (6)  See  Bell's  Prin.,  gupra,  and  BelPs 

402  ;  Bell's  Prin.  s.  1431.  Diet,  and  Dig.  721. 
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poration,  and  the  public,  in  the  same  way  as  between  two  indivi- 
duals. But  inasmuch  as  these  artificial  persons  can  onlj  transact 
with  the  public  by  means  of  agents  who  may  be  either  their  partners, 
office-bearers,  or  others  specially  employed  for  the  purpose,  questions 
of  an  embarrassing  nature  frequently  present  themselves.  The 
solution  of  such  questions  is  to  be  found  in  the  principles  of  agency; 
and  when  properly  stated  with  reference  to  these  principles,  they 
will  be  found  to  present  little  difficulty. 
Cases  where  If  the  Company's  agent,  be  he  partner,  director,  or  a  stranger 

place.  specially  employed,  contract  with  one  of  the  public  as  a  principal, 

or,  in  other  words,  conceal  his  agency ;  or  if  the  other  party  choose 
to  contract  with  the  agent,  not  in  that  character,  but  on  his  indivi- 
dual credit,  retention  has  place  between  the  agent  and  such  party, 
and  the  company  has  no  right  to  interfere  in  the  matter.  Thos, 
where  the  owner  of  goods  sent  them  and  indorsed  the  bilk  of  lading 
to  a  merchant  for  sale,  who  again  delivered  them  to  a  broker  for 
the  same  purpose,  and  the  broker  bona  Jide  made  advances  to  the 
merchant  on  their  credit,  it  was  held  that  the  broker  was  entitled 
to  retention  \of  them  against  the  true  owner  in  security  of  his 
advances  (a).  So,  when  a  party  consigned  goods  in  his  own  name, 
without  mentioning  that  they  were  the  property  of  another  for 
whom  he  was  acting,  the  consignee  was  found  entitled  to  retain  the 
goods  for  debts  due  by  the  consignor,  although  existing  prior  to 
the  consignment ;  and  he  was  found  not  liable  to  account  to  the 
true  owner  for  the  proceeds  (6). 
Cases  where  it  But,  ou  the  Other  hand,  when  the  party  with  whom  the  trans- 
IS  exc  u  e  .  ^ction  takes  place  has  reason  to  know,  either  expressly  or  other- 
wise, that  the  person  with  whom  he  transacts  is  truly  acting  as 
agent  for  a  company,  no  right  of  retention  accrues  between  sach 
party  and  the  agent  (c). 
stwiruy.  The  only  case  that  might  seem  hostile  to  the  principle  here 

Co.  ^^^  "       laid  down,  is  that  of  Stuarts  and  Fletcher  v.  M^Ghregor  and  Co.  {i)' 

(a)  Ede  and  Bond  v.  Findlay,  Duff,  Co.  v.  Black  and  Co.,  1824,  2  S.  App. 
and  Co.,  1818,  19  F.  C.  208  and  609.  188.     1  BeU^s  Com.  485,  n.  1.   Farrar 

(b)  Johnston  v.  Scott  and  Son,  1818,  and  Booth  v.  North  Brituth  BoRk,  1850» 
19  F.  C.  561 ;  Attwood  v.  Kinnear  and  12  D.  1190 ;  Liddell  and  Co.  t.  i'Qwg 

'    Sons,  1882,  10  S.  817.  and  Son,  1852,  14  D.  647 ;  Andemn 

(c)  Stirling  and  Sons  v.  Duncan  and      and  Co.  v.  Collier,  1829,  7  S.  466. 
Co.,  1823,  1  S.  App.  389 ;  M'Call  and         (d)  1820,  7  S.  622. 
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Here  the  consignee  of  goods  was  found  not  entitled  to  retain  them 
against  their  true  owners,  for  advances  made  by  him  to  the  agent 
who  had  consigned  them;  but  it  must  be  observed  that  the 
advances  were  not  made  on  the  credit  of  the  consigned  goods,  and 
had  no  relation  thereto,  and  the  contract  was  that  of  deposit,  which 
never  grounds  retention  (a). 

When  goods  are  consigned,  it  seems  doubtful  whether  any  Caae  of  con- 
right  of  retention  exists  for  debts  on  a  general  balance  previously  gcS^*** 
existing,  even  where  the  consignee  was  in  ignorance  of  the  agency. 
In  Johnston  v.  Scott  and  Son  (6),  the  Court  seem  to  have  held  that 
there  was ;  in  Johiaton  and  Manly  v.  Findlayj  Duff^  and  Co.  (c),  a 
contrary  view  seems  to  have  been  taken;  while  in  Reid  v.  Watson  (d) 
the  question  was  stated  to  be  one  of  difficulty,  and  was  left  unde- 
termined. 

Similar  rights  exist  as  between  partnerships  or  companies  and  QuaW  retention 
their  partners  or  members,  to  which  the  names  of  retention  or  lien  nersiaps  and 
are  also  given,  though  they  might  be  more  properly  designated  by     ^^  ™®"^   "' 
the  terms  quasi  retention  and  quasi  lien. 

Since  the  company  may  be  creditor  of  one  of  its  partners,  it 
has  a  lien  over  his  share  to  that  extent  (e);  but  this  does  not 
exist  over  shares  held  pro  indiviso  by  persons  who  are  not  both 
debtors  (/).  Since,  again,  all  the  partners  are  trustees  of  the 
company  property,  \stj  for  the  company  creditors ;  2d,  for  partners 
who  are  its  creditors ;  and  3c?,  for  the  partners  themselves  in  respect 
of  their  shares  or  other  beneficial  interest  in  the  concern, — it  follows, 
Istj  that  all  the  partners,  or  the  company,  which  is  the  same  thing, 
have  a  right  to  see  the  company  property  applied  for  payment  of 
the  company  debts,  that  is  to  say,  have  a  right  akin  to  that  of  lien 
or  retention  over  the  company  property  for  this  purpose  {g) ;  and 
2dj  that  every  partner  has  a  right  to  have  the  company  property 
applied  in  liquidation  of  his  own  claims  against  the  concern,  after 
the  public  creditors  have  been  satisfied ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  he 

(a)  Stair  i.  13,  9.     Appin's  Credi-      1348 ;  Houston  v.  Lady  Montgomerie, 
tars,  1760,  M.  749.     See  also  Laurie      1821,  1  S.  179. 

V.  Black,  1831,  10  S.  1.  (/)  Gardners  v.  Royal  Bank,  1816, 

(b)  1818,  19  F.  C.  661.  18  F.  C.  468. 

(c)  1826,  4  S.  410.  (g)  Maccaul  v,  Ramsay,  1740,  M. 

(d)  1836,  14  S.  223.  14608 ;  Oswald's  Trs.  v.  Dixon,  1838, 

(e)  Bums  Laurie's  Trs.,  1840,  2D.  21  S.  166. 
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has  a  quasi  right  of  retention  over  the  company  funds  to  that 
extent  (a). 

The  right  of  retention  enures  to  a  partner  in  security  of  his  claims 
against  the  company  over  all  the  company  property,  in  respect  that 
the  company  is  his  proper  debtor  (b)  ;  but  it  does  not  extend  to  the 
separate  estate  of  the  other  partners,  so  as  to  render  one  liable  in 
solidumy  which  would  be  the  case  if  the  company  creditor  were  a 
stranger,  but  only  against  each  pro  rata  portionis  (c).  The  right  is 
not  confined  to  the  partner,  but  extends  to  his  representatives  or 
assignees,  or  trustee  in  bankruptcy  (d).  It  lies  over  the  company 
stock  as  such,  and  is  therefore  not  lost  by  the  substitution  of  new 
stock  for  old  (e) ;  and  for  the  same  reason  does  not  attach  to  what 
is  acquired  by  those  who  may  continue  to  carry  on  the  business  after 
a  dissolution  (/).  In  like  manner,  it  does  not  apply  to  subjects  of 
which  the  company  has  only  the  usufruct,  for  that  is  not  company 
property  {g).  As  the  legal  or  voluntary  representatives  of  a  partner 
acquire  this  right,  so  also  do  they  take  his  interest  or  share  in  the 
company  property  subject  to  this  nexus  (h).  But  it  does  not  extend 
to  company  property  sold  by  a  partner  as  agent  for  the  firm  (t). 

It  must  be  observed  that  this  right  competent  to  a  partner,  in 
security  of  his  claims  against  the  company,  only  becomes  available 
after  the  creditors  of  the  company  have  received  payment,  or  at 
least  after  a  full  provision  has  been  made  for  such  payment 
Hence  a  partner  who  had  made  advances  and  undertaken  obliga- 
tions for  behoof  of  the  company,  was  found  not  entitled  on  that 
account  to  retain  the  final  instalments  of  his  share  of  the  stock; 
it  not  being  alleged,  that  if  the  whole  subscribed  stock  were  paid 
up,  it  would  be  sufficient  to  liquidate  the  other  debts  due  by  the 
company  (k). 


(a)  Maghie  v.  Tail,  1785,  M.  14668. 
See  also  Corrie  v.  Calder^  1761,  M. 
14596. 

(b)  West  v.  Skip,  1  Ves.  8,  239 ; 
Stocker  v.  Dawson,  9  Beav.  239 ;  Skip 
V.  Hardwood,  2  Swanst.  586. 

(c)  Maghie  v.  Tait,  1786,  M.  14668. 

(d)  Ibid.  See  also  per  Lord  Hard- 
wicke  in  West  v.  Skip,  1  Ves.  244 ; 
Skip  V.  Hardwood,  2  Swanst.  586  ; 
Buckwall  V.  Royston,  Pre.  Chan.  285. 


(c)  West  V.  Ship,  supra, 

(/)  Stocker  v.  Dawson,  9  Beav.  239. 

(g)  Cox  V.  Stead,  1838,  11  S.  67i. 
aff.  1834,  7  W.  and  S.  497;  ejs  parte 
Gemmell,  3  M.  D.  and  D.  198. 

(K)  West  V.  Skip,  and  Jtfa^  ▼• 
Tait,  supra, 

(0  Langmead's  Trs,,  7  De  G.  M.  »nd 
G.  353. 

(k)  Turner  v.  Maclaren,  1833.  H 
S.  669. 


Chap.  IX.]  RETENTION.  429 

Much  valaable  assistance  may  be  obtained  from  the  English  English  law. 
decisions  in  relation  to  this  branch  of  the  subject :  some  of  them 
have  ah^ady  been  referred  to,  and  reference  may  farther  be  made 
to  Lindley  on  Partnership,  p.  576  et  seq.j  and  CoUyer  on  Partner- 
ship, p.  77  «<  seq.  Bat  in  making  use  of  English  precedents,  it  is 
necessary  to  keep  in  mind  two  respects  in  which  the  English  law 
differs  in  principle  from  our  own,  and  which  are  not  without  their 
effect  in  questions  of  this  kind.  1.  The  law  of  England  does  not 
recognise  the  separate  person  of  the  firm.  2.  In  bankruptcy,  the 
English  rule  is  to  apply  the  company  property  in  the  first  place  in 
payment  of  its  creditors,  and  the  separate  estate  of  the  partners  in 
payment  of  their  creditors  (a) ;  whereas,  in  Scotland,  the  company 
creditors  are  not  only  preferable  over  the  company  estate,  but  are 
entitled  to  rank  pari  passu  with  the  private  creditors  of  the  part- 
ners over  their  separate  estate  (b). 

(a)  Lindley  545. 

(6)  Shawns  Bellas  Com.  234  ;  and  postea^  '  Bankruptcy.' 
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The  good-will  of  the  business  forms  part  of  the  company  property, 
and  is  sometimes  of  great  value. 

It  is  not  easy  to  give  it  a  definition  which  should  be  of  much 
use  in  considering  questions  of  partnership ;  but,  generally,  it  may 
be  taken  to  mean  all  benefits  or  advantages  arising  out  of  the  busi- 
ness connection.  Sometimes  it  attaches  to  the  persons  by  whom 
the  business  has  been  made  or  carried  on ;  sometimes  to  the  stock, 
premises,  or  locality. 

When  a  company  or  firm  is  dissolved,  the  general  rule  appears 
to  be,  that,  in  the  absence  of  special  agreement,  the  good-will  of  the 
business  must,  like  other  company  property,  be  sold  for  behoof  of 
all  concerned  (a).     To  this  rule,  however,  there  are  exceptions. 

If  weight  is  to  be  given  to  the  English  authorities,  it  would 
appear  that  a  distinction  must  be  made  between  professional  and 
mercantile  firms.  In  the  former,  the  good-will  is  almost  personal 
to  the  partners,  and  therefore  cannot  be  made  the  subject  of  a 
compulsory  sale ;  for  an  attorney,  a  surgeon,  or  a  skilled  artisan, 
cannot  be  forced  into  an  agreement  that  he  shall  not  prosecute  his 
business  within  a  certain  area.  In  the  latter,  the  good-will  often 
depends  on  the  fitness  of  the  stock  or  the  premises,  or  on  the  pos- 
session of  a  patent;  and  in  such  cases  it  represents  a  tangible 
interest  which  may  be  valued  and  sold.  This  distinction  appears 
founded  in  reason,  and  was  recognised  by  Sir  John  Leach  in  Fan 
V.  Pearce  (6),  and  Spicer  v.  James  (c). 


(a)  Wedderbum,  22  Beav.  104; 
MacCormick  v.  APCubhin,  July  4, 
1822,1  S.  496;  MarshaUv.  MarfhaU, 


1816,  19  F.  C.  101;  WWhanneU  t, 
Dohie,  1830,  8  S.  914. 

(6)  3  Madd.  74-78. 

(c)  Rolls  M.  T.  1830. 
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Even  in  proper  mercantile  firms,  when  a  dissolution  takes  place, 
the  good-will,  in  so  far  as  it  can  be  made  the  subject  of  sale,  will 
often  be  found  almost  inappreciable. 

When  the  partnership  is  dissolved,  any  one  or  more  of  the  Dissolution 

,         ,  -  ,  ,      .  does  not  pre- 

partners  may,  m  the  absence  of  a  voluntary  agreement  to  the  con-  vent  partners 
trary,  carry  on  the  business  on  their  own  account;  and  they  are  Sr^Imebusi- 
quite  entitled  to  make  use  of  all  the  advantages  incidental  to  their  ^^^ 
former  connection  with  the  partnership  (a).     It  has  even  been  held, 
that,  in  the  case  of  dissolution  by  death  (&),  the  survivor  may  make 
use  of  the  name  of  the  late  firm,  though  it  would  appear  that  the 
executors  of  the  deceased  partner  have  not  this  right  (c).     How- 
ever this  may  be,  it  seems  settled  law,  that  when  the  good-will  of  a 
business  has  been  sold,  the  seller  may  recommence  a  similar  busi- 
ness in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  old  premises  (d)  ;  the 
only  restrictions  on  this  right  being,  that  in  the  case  of  a  firm  the 
sellers  shall  not  assume  the  old  name,  or  represent  themselves  as 
the  successors  of  the  former  concern. 

Even,  therefore,  in  the  case  of  a  mercantile  firm,  the  good-will,  ^l^****^® 
when  a  dissolution  takes  place,  will,  unless  for  some  voluntary 
agreement  restraining  the  late  partners  from  prosecuting  their 
business,  amount  to  nothing  more  than  such  value  as  may,  in  the 
public  mind,  attach  itself  to  the  possession  of  the  stock,  machinery, 
or  premises  of  the  late  firm. 

When  a  firm  is  dissolved  by  death,  it  would  appear  that  the  Dissolution  by 
good-will,  whether  it  be  of  real  or  speculative  value,  if  it  is  sold  at 
all,  must  be  sold  for  the  behoof  of  all  concerned ;  that  is  to  say,  the 
surviving  partners  cannot  dispose  of  it  for  their  own  benefit,  but  must 
share  its  proceeds  with  the  representatives  of  their  late  partner  (e). 

When  a  partner  retires  from  a  firm,  but  without  a  dissolution  Retirement. 
taking  place,  he  cannot,  it  should  seem,  in  the  absence  of  express 
agreement,  insist  on  receiving  any  consideration  from  the  company 

(a)  Farr  v.  Pearce^  supra;  Davies  ton  v.  Douglas^  1  Johns.  174  ;  Curtwell 
V.  Hodgson^  25  Beav.  177 ;  Hammond  v.  Lye^  17  Ves.  335;  Kennedy  v.  Lee^ 
V.  Douglas^  6  Ves.  539  ;  Wtdderhum^  3  Mer.  455;  Shakle  v.  Baker ^  14  Vea. 
supra ;  Smith  v.  Everett,  5  E.  Jur.  N.  468  ;  Harrison  v.  Gardner,  2  Madd. 
S.  1332.  198. 

(b)  Webster,  3  Swanat.  490.  (e)  Smith  v.  Everett,  supra ;  Wed- 

(c)  Lewis  V.  Langdon,  7  Sim.  421.        derhum ;  MacCormick  v.  APCubbin ; 
{d)  Davies  Y,  Hodgson,  supra;  Chur-  *  Marshall  v.  Marshall,  supra. 
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for  his  share  of  the  good-will.  The  company,  being  a  separate 
quasi  person,  still  continues  to  exist,  and  retains  the  good-will  as 
part  of  its  property.  The  retiring  partner  has  himself  to  blame  if 
he  has  left  the  concern  without  receiving  compensation  for  this, 
among  other  interests,  which  he  thereby  resigned.  This  has  been 
decided  in  England,  though,  from  the  non-recognition  of  the  firm  as 
a  separate  person,  it  does  not  in  that  system  stand  upon  snch  an 
intelligible  principle.  It  has  also  been  decided,  that  an  agreement 
to  take  the  retiring  partner's  share  at  valuation  does  not  entitle 
him  to  get  his  (a)  share  in  the  good-will  valued.  But  it  may  be 
questioned  whether  this  decision  can  be  taken  as  fixing  a  general 
rule.  Even  when  a  partner  has  received  a  compensation  for 
retiring,  this  does  not  necessarily  preclude  him  from  starting  a  new 
concern,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  same  business  (J). 

When,  however,  it  has  been  arranged  that  a  retiring  partner's 
share  in  the  good-will  shall  be  purchased  by  the  company,  regard 
will  be  had,  in  fixing  the  price,  to  the  length  of  time  such  partner 
was  entitled  to  have  continued  a  member  of  the  firm  (c). 

It  is  of  course  always  competent  for  a  retiring  partner  to  bind 
himself  that  he  shall  not  carry  on  business  in  opposition  to  the  firm; 
and  this  obligation  has  in  England  been  held  as  implied,  though 
not  expressed  totidem  verbis^  in  the  articles  of  partnership  (d). 
English  Such,  it  is  humbly  conceived,  may  be  taken  as  the  fdr  import 

of  the  decisions  on  the  subject  of  good-will,  considered  as  partner- 
ship property ;  but  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  principles  of  diis 
branch  of  partnership  law  are  as  yet  far  from  being  fixed  or 
definite.  Few  or  no  decided  cases  can  be  found  in  the  Scotch 
reports  having  a  distinct  bearing  on  the  subject ;  and  the  English 
authorities,  it  must  be  admitted,  are  ambiguous,  and  even  conflict- 
ing (e). 

(a)  Hall  V.  Beav.  139  ;  Kennedy  v.  (d)  Cooper  v.  Watson^  8  Doogl  413. 

Lee,  3  Mer.  452.  See  also  Harrison  v.  Gardner^  2  Madd. 

(6)  M'Kirdy  v.  Paterson,  1854,  16  198. 

D.  1013.  (c)  See,  on  this  subject,  CoSL  102  tt 

(c)  Austen  v.  Boys,  24  Beav.  598 ;  seq.^  and  IJndley  709  ei  seq.    Tudor'a 

aff.  2  De  6.  and  J.  626.  Le.  Ga.  313. 
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CHAPTER    XL 

EXTRAORDINARY  PRIVILEGES  AND  AGGRESSIVE  POWERS. 

It  is  the  distinguishing  badge  as  well  as  the  fundamental  principle  General 
of  constitutional  government,  that  every  citizen  or  subject  has  the  ^.  htTort^ 
full  and  absolute  control  of  his  person  and  property  within  the  limits  ^^^^^^'^cted 
defined  by  the  existing  laws,  and  that  no  alteration  can  be  made  on  ^y  4^.^  ^^  ^^® 
these  laws  except  by  the  Legislature,  from  which  they  originally 
emanated,  and  from  which  they  derive  their  existing  force.  This 
principle  of  constitutional  law,  which  is  too  well  recognised  and 
accepted  to  require  either  argument  or  illustration,  appears  to  have 
received  implicit  assent  in  the  earliest  annals  of  the  Teutonic  races, 
however  much  in  times  of  usurpation  and  political  decadence  it 
may  have  been  obscured  or  forgotten.  That  it  was  recognised  in 
Scotland  as  well  as  in  England,  in  ages  when  the  constitution  was 
respected,  is  obvious  to  the  most  cursory  if  unbiassed  student  of 
British  history ;  that  it  did  not  accord  with  the  maxims  of  the  civil 
and  other  foreign  systems  of  law,  of  which  the  Scottish  lawyers 
were  always  too  much  enamoured,  is  a  proposition  that  requires 
no  comment;  and  that  it  was  often  set  at  nought  or  ignored 
daring  the  reigns  of  the  later  Stuarts,  is  unfortunately  but  too 
well  established.  At  the  Revolution,  however,  and  more  especially 
at  the  Union,  it  was  again  restored  to  its  proper  place  in  the  con- 
stitution, and  has  ever  since  received  such  increasing  prominence, 
that  it  now  permeates  the  whole  body  not  only  of  our  constitutional 
but  also  of  our  municipal  law,  and  distinguishes  the  British  consti- 
tution from  the  arbitrary  rule  of  a  despotism  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  fitful  movements  of  a  democracy  on  the  other. 

Exclusive  privileges  and  aggressive  powers,   monopolies,  the  Exclusive 
power  to  appropriate  private  property,  that  of  making  bye-laws  aggressiye 
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powers  can 
tlierek)r«»  be 
C(mferrrd  in 
this  niauuer 
ouly. 


How  Lrcrisla- 
ture  7nay 
interfere. 


Exclusive  pri- 
vileges and 
np;xi'eijsive 
powers,  etc., 
cannot  \n^ 
conferred  bv 
prerogative. 


Inference  to  be 
dnwn. 


binding  on  the  public,  and  of  levying  rates,  together  with  other 
privileges  of  a  similar  kind,  which  are  often  enjoyed  by  public 
companies,  are  all  infringements  of  those  rights  of  the  subject 
which  the  common  law  guarantees,  and  can  therefore  be  conferred 
in  no  other  way  than  by  an  Act  of  the  Legislature. 

It  is  not  necessary,  however,  that  the  Legislature  should  in 
every  case  interfere  by  special  statute.  It  is  enough  that  it  gives 
authority  indirectly,  provided  its  having  done  so  be  clearly  estab- 
lished. Thus,  it  may  pass  general  statutes  conferring  certain 
privileges  on  all  companies  formed  for  certain  purposes,  and  con- 
forming to  certain  conditions,  as  e.g,  the  27th  and  28th  Vict.  c.  120. 
Or  it  may  enable  the  Crown  to  grant  monopolies  in  certain  cir- 
cumstances, and  subject  to  certain  provisions,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
Patent  Acts.  But  it  is  observable  that  aggressive  or  compulsatoiy 
powers  are  always  confeiTed  by  special  acts. 

It  has  sometimes  been  supposed  that  the  Crown  could  in  Scot- 
land confer  exclusive  privileges,  and  the  power  of  levying  rates,  bv 
a  mere  exercise  of  prerogative ;  and  attempts  have  been  made  to 
trace  a  difference  in  this  respect  between  the  laws  of  Scotland  and 
England.  When,  however,  the  subject  is  fairly  examined,  it  be- 
comes difficult  to  discover  any  solid  foundation  for  such  a  doctrine. 
It  is  no  doubt  easy  to  produce  numerous  instances  in  the  past 
history  of  Scotland  where  the  prerogative  has  been  exerted  to  confer 
monopolies,  and  to  invest  favoured  corporations  with  the  power 
of  imposing  bye-laws,  and  even  taxes,  on  the  general  public ;  bat 
the  value  of  such  acts  as  precedents  is  greatly  impaired,  when  it 
is  considered  that  they  took  place  prior  to  the  Revolution,  and  at 
an  era  when  the  rights  of  the  subject  were  little  regarded,  and  the 
very  principles  of  the  constitution  habitually  violated.  Numerous 
examples  of  the  same  exercise  of  prerogative  occur  in  England  at 
the  same  period  of  the  national  history ;  but  in  both  countries  they 
were  regarded  as  grievances,  and  were  even  to  some  extent  checked 
by  the  Legislature  (a). 

Now,  the  natural  inference  to  be  drawn  from  this  state  of 
matters  appears  to  be,  that  in  Scotland  as  well  as  in  England  such 
exertions  of  prerogative  were  at  all  times  illegal,  and  that  they 
ceased  in  both  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  as  soon  as  the  constitu- 

(a)  21  James  i.  c.  8  ;  1641,  c.  76. 


Chap.  XL]  AND  AGGRESSIVE  POWERS.  435 

tion  regained  its  original  purity.  But  even  if  this  were  not  so,  and 
if  it  could  be  shown  that  the  principles  of  the  old  Scottish  monarchy 
were  radically  different  from  those  of  the  English  constitution,  it 
will  hardly  be  maintained  that  this  distinction  survived  both  the 
Revolution  and  the  Union,  and  has  continued  unabated  to  the 
present  times.  On  the  contrary,  it  will  probably  be  admitted  by 
the  greatest  admirer  of  Scottish  nationality,  that  the  principles  of 
constitutional  law  are  now  identical  in  all  parts  of  the  island ;  and 
that  though  a  diversity  still  unhappily  exists  between  the  municipal 
laws  of  England  and  Scotland,  this  diversity  does  not  affect  the 
principles  of  the  constitutional  law,  but  merely  the  language  and 
machinery  in  which  these  principles  find  expression.  Upon  the 
whole,  therefore,  it  may  be  fairly  concluded,  that  such  powers 
and  privileges  as  we  are  considering  cannot  now  in  Scotland,  any 
more  than  in  England,  be  conferred  otherwise  than  by  legislative 
action. 

It  must  be  observed,  however,  that  when  a  corporation  or  other  Such  rights 
association  has  continued  in  the  uninterrupted  enjoyment  of  such  fore  the  Union 

1        •    M  p  •    J         ^     •        X      ..^1       TT    •  1  will  not  now  bo 

powers  and  privileges  from  a  period  anterior  to  the  Union  down  rescinded. 
to  the  present  time,  they  will  not  be  rescinded  by  the  tribunals, 
though  it  could  be  shown  that  they  had  been  originally  conferred 
by  a  mere  exercise  of  prerogative.  The  reason  of  this  is,  that  it 
cannot  be  affirmed  with  certainty  that  their  creation  was  an  exer- 
cise of  prerogative  altogether  inconsistent  with  the  principles  of 
the  constitution  as  it  was  understood  while  Scotland  remained  a 
separate  kingdom  ;  and  it  must  be  considered  that  their  enjoyment 
without  challenge  for  so  long  a  time  infers  ratification  by  public 
consent,  and  gives  them  that  kind  of  quasi  legislative  sanction 
which  supports  many  useful  Acts  of  Sederunt,  the  legality  of  whose 
origin  might  otherwise  admit  of  question  (a). 

When  a  bill  is  brought  into  Parliament  for  the  purpose  of  Agreements 

*^  ^  ^  *^      ^  not  to  oppose  a 

incorporating  a  company  with  aggressive  powers,  or  of  conferring  ?>»^i  cannot  be 
such  powers  on  a  company  already  formed,  it  is  not  uncommon  for 
agreements  to  be  made  on  the  part  of  parties  interested,  that  they 
will  forbear  to  give  opposition,  or  will  withdraw  such  opposition  as 
they  have  already  offered,  on  condition  of  receiving  a  pecuniaiy 

(a)  See,  upon  this  subject  generally,      trates  of  Linlithgow^  1859,  21  D.  1215 ; 
Edin.  and  Glasg,  Ra.  Co.  v.  Magis-      revd.  8  Macq.  691,  21  D.  (H.  of  L.)  15. 
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General  prin- 
ciple applicable 
to  construction 
of  aggressive 
power. 


The  statute  is 
the  measure 
and  limit  of 
aggressive 
powers  and 
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privileges. 


consideration.     Such  agreements  have  been  found  to  be  illegal, 
and  cannot  be  enforced  (a). 

When  the  Legislature  confers  exclusive  privileges,  aggressive 
powers,  or  powers  interfering  in  any  way  with  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  the  subject,  it  is  moved  by  considerations  of  public  importance 
and  general  utility  sufficient  to  justify  the  suspension  of  the  common 
law  which  such  a  proceeding  involves ;  and  it  never  confers  snch 
powers  and  privileges  in  a  more  ample  form  than  appears  neces- 
sary for  fairly  working  out  the  purposes  of  the  contemplated 
undertaking.  From  this  it  follows  that  such  privileges  and  powers 
must  be  interpreted  and  defined  by  the  Act  of  the  Legislature 
by  which  they  are  conferred,  and  by  that  only;  that  they  must 
be  exercised  for  no  other  purposes  than  those  for  which  they 
were  conceded,  in  no  other  manner  than  that  prescribed,  and  in 
such  a  way  as  to  cause  the  least  possible  inconvenience  to  indi- 
viduals. A  due  appreciation  of  this  principle  appears  to  be  of 
great  importance  to  a  proper  understanding  of  the  subject  now 
under  consideration. 

As  the  powers  and  privileges  conferred  are  in  their  nature 
extraordinary,  and  involve  a  departure  from  or  an  infringement  of 
the  common  law,  and  to  that  extent  an  interference  with  individual 
rights,  they  are  to  be  taken  as  the  mere  creations  of  the  statute 
such  and  such  only  as  the  Legislature  intended  them  to  be.  From 
this  it  follows,  that  when  such  powers  and  privileges  are  conferred 
on  any  association,  their  nature  and  extent,  commencement,  mode 
of  exercise,  and  termination,  can  only  be  ascertained  by  reference 
to  the  special  act  taken  by  itself,  or  to  that  in  combination  with 
the  Consolidation  Acts  which  are  held  to  be  incorporated  with 
it,  as  the  case  may  be.  All  reference  to  the  standing  orders  of 
Parliament,  to  plans  or  notices  given  in  accordance  with  their 
provisions,  or  to  documents  which  have  not  been  incorporated  with 
the  special  act,  are  excluded,  even  though  it  could  be  shown  that 
in  consequence  of  an  inaccurate  statement  in  some  of  these  plans  or 
other  documents  an  intended  opposition  to  the  bill  had  been  with- 


(a)  Stewart  v.  Scottish  North- 
Eastern  Ra,  Co,,  1859,  21  D.  (H.  of 
L.)  5,  3  Maoq.  382,  31  Jar.  445,  re- 
veraiiig  18  D.  540 ;  but  see  Roxburgh 


Road  Trs.  v.  North  British  Ra.  Co., 
1855,  17  D.  110.  See  alao  Grnkam 
V.  GamJdrk  Ra.  Co.,  1847,  9  D- 
1508. 
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drawn  (a).  This  is  indeed  nothing  else  than  a  consequence  of 
the  general  and  necessary  principle,  that  the  statute  is  the  only 
authentic  exponent  of  what  the  Legislature  intended  to  do ;  and 
that  any  other  mode  of  arriving  at  that  intention  would  involve  the 
risk  of  allowing  parties  to  exercise  powers  which  the  Legislature 
had  withdrawn  or  had  refused  to  concede.  So  firmly  fixed  is  this 
principle  in  the  law,  that  a  private  Act  of  Parliament  has  been  held 
binding,  though  due  notice  had  not  been  given  of  the  intention 
to  apply  for  it  to  a  party  whose  rights  under  a  previous  Act  it 
rescinded  (&) ;  and  when  a  Railway  Act  provided  that  all  persons 
should  have  liberty  to  use  the  line  on  payment  of  the  rates  specified, 
this  was  found  to  free  the  company  from  liability  for  tolls  on 
goods  carried  through  a  burgh,  which  by  its  charter  was  entitled  to 
charge  tolls  on  all  goods  passing  through  its  boundaries  (c).  Hence, 
also,  where  an  inchoate  contract  was  entered  into,  depending  for  its 
completion  on  a  parliamentary  sanction  to  be  afterwards  obtained, 
and  the  Act  when  obtained  empowered  the  parties  to  enter  into 
the  agreement,  it  was  held  not  to  be  binding  on  such  as  chose  to 
resile ;  for  the  Act,  though  it  enabled  the  parties  to  complete  their 
agreement,  did  not  declare  that  such  completion  had  taken 
place  (d). 

Powers  and  privileges  of  the  kind  under  consideration  are  Howconfitnied 
strictly  construed,  and  do  not,  as  in  some  other  branches  of  law,  preted. 
receive  a  liberal  or  favourable  interpretation.  In  other  words, 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  public  are  preserved  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, consistently  with  the  words  and  purposes  of  the  statute  (e). 
Hence,  exclusive  privileges  are  never  presumed.  Thus,  the  cir- 
cumstance of  a  gas  company  having  obtained  a  special  act  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  magistrates  to  supply  a  burgh  with  gas,  was 
held  to  imply  no  exclusive  right  to  carry  their  pipes  through  the 

(a)  North  Bntuih  Ra.  Co.  v.  Tod,  8  Macq.  691,  21  D.  (House  of  Ix)rdfl) 

1846,  5  BelFs  App.  184,  12  Gl.  and  15. 

Fin.  722,  reversing  8  D.  726.  (rf)  Monklands  Ra.  Co.  v.  Glasgow 

(h)  Edinburgh  and  Dalkeith  Ra.  Co.  and  Airdrie  Ra.  Co.,  1849, 11  D.  1395. 

V.  Wauchope,  1889,  1  D.    1151 ;   afF.  (e)  Sir  T.  Moncreiffe  v.  Perth  Har- 

1842,  1  Bell's  App.  252,  8  CI.  and  Fin.  hour  Commissioners,  1848,  5  D.  879, 

710.  aff.  5  Bell's  App.  388,  18  Jur.  631 ; 

(c)  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  Railway  Baxter  v.  North  British  Ra.  Co.,  1846, 

Company  v.   Magistrates  of  Linlith-  8  D.  1212 ;  Buchanan  v.  Caledonian 

ffow,  1859,  21  D.  1215;  as  revd.  1869,  Ra.  Co.,  1850,  12  D.  778. 
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streets,  or  to  prevent  the  magistrates  from  allowing  a  new  company 
to  do  so  (a). 

Aggressive  powers  cannot  be  applied  to  purposes  different  from 
those  contemplated  in  the  special  act.  Thus,  where  parliamentary 
trustees  were  empowered  to  take  certain  lands,  etc.,  for  the  purpose 
of  improving  the  navigation  of  a  river,  it  was  held  that  they  had 
no  power  to  effect  a  compulsatory  sale  of  the  feu-duties  and  ground- 
annuals  of  lands  proposed  to  be  taken  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Act  (6).  The  principle  applicable  in  all  such  cases  is,  that  the 
statutory  powers  and  privileges  must  be  interpreted  and  exercised 
in  the  way  least  injurious  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  subject. 
Hence,  a  company  possessed  of  aggressive  powers  to  take  land  for 
the  purposes  of  their  undertaking  are  not  entitled  to  take  a  portion 
of  land  manifestly  insufficient  for  such  purposes,  nor  to  take  the 
land  belonging  to  one  proprietor  at  different  times  (c).  The  Legis- 
lature always  fixes  a  limited  time  during  which  only  the  aggressive 
powers  it  confers  can  be  exercised  (d)  ;  and,  as  a  general  rule,  if 
these  aggressive  powers  are  once  exercised,  they  cannot  be  again 
made  available  (e). 

When  companies  receive  rights  or  powers  from  the  Legislatore, 
which  but  for  its  intervention  they  could  not  have  enjoyed,  they 
cannot  delegate  them  to  other  companies  by  lease  or  otherwise. 
This  doctrine  rests  on  the  principle,  that  as  such  privileges  are 
conferred  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  some  special  under- 
taking for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  they  are  only  available  when 
exercised  for  the  purposes,  in  the  manner  contemplated,  and  by  the 
parties  with  whose  fitness  and  trustworthiness  to  exercise  them  in 
this  manner  the  Legislature  had  been  satisfied.  By  accepting 
such  privileges,  a  company  becomes  in  fact  a  trustee  for  the  public 
interest  in  all  matters  within  the  sphere  of  its  action,  so  that  it 


(a)  Dundee  Gas  Co.  v.  Magistrates 
of  Dundee,  1847,  9  D.  1084. 

(6)  Todd  v.  Clyde  Trs,,  1843,  6  D. 
108.  See  also  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow 
Canal  v.  Earl  of  Hopetoun^  1856,  18 
D.  656 ;  Dodd  v.  Salii^ury  Ra,  Co.^ 
1  Giff.  158. 

(c)  Lands  ClauseB  Consolidation 
Act,  sec.  116;  Glasg,  and  Green.  Ra. 
Co,  v.  Glasg.  and  Aird,  Ra.  Co.^  1850, 


18  D.  182 ;  Edin.  and  Glas.  Ra.  Co.. 
1850,  13  D.  146. 

(rf)  Sir  T.  Moncreiffe  y.  Perth  Har- 
bour Commissioners^  supra;  Wilton 
Y.  Clyde  Trustees,  1848,  5  D.  1^44: 
Connell  v.  Clyde  Trustees,  1845,  7  D. 
829. 

(«)  Sir  T.  Moncreiffe  v.  P^  Har- 
bour Commissioners,  supra. 
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cannot  delegate  them  to  others  without  violating  the  conditions 
upon  which  they  were  conferred.  Hence,  where  a  railway  com- 
pany, after  having  proceeded  a  certain  length  with  the  formation 
of  their  railway,  entered  into  a  contract  with  another  company, 
that,  in  consideration  of  assistance  to  be  received  in  completing 
the  line,  it  should  be  worked  by  that  company,  who  should  have 
full  control  and  exercise  all  the  rights  of  the  original  company 
for  twenty-one  years,  the  agreement  was  declared  illegal,  and  the 
parties  were  Restrained  from  carrying  it  into  execution  (a).  So, 
where  it  was  agreed  that  one  railway  company  should  for  a  term 
of  ninety-nine  years  work  the  lines  of  another  company,  using  the 
property  and  plant  of  the  latter,  who  were  also  to  fix  the  fares  and 
rates  of  charge,  and  that  the  first  company  were  to  be  allowed  a 
sum  for  working  expenses,  and  were,  on  the  termination  of  the 
agreement,  to  restore  the  property  and  plant  in  a  state  of  equal 
working  value,  the  agreement  was  held  to  be  ultra  vires  of  both 
companies,  inasmuch  as  the  one  company  were  agreeing  to  part 
with  statutory  powers  and  to  delegate  statutory  duties  to  another 
company,  who  had  no  right  to  accept  or  exercise  them  (b).  Such 
agreements  are  often  incompetent,  as  being  ultra  vires  of  the  pur- 
poses for  which  the  promoters  had  brought  the  company  into  exist- 
ence (c). 

This  doctrine  must,  however,  be  understood  in  a  reasonable  Doctrine  most 
sense,  and  is  not  to  be  carried  the  length  of  invalidating  temporary  con/triiedL   ^ 
arrangements   between   companies   for  regulating  the  traffic  and 
dividing  the  profits  of  their  respective  concerns  (d). 

When  the  words  of  the  special  act  are  enabling  and  not  impera-  Enabling  Act 

*  ^  *■  does  not  com- 

tive,  the  company  are  not  bound  to  carry  out  the  purposes  to  which  pel  perform- 
they  apply^  unless  under  contract,  express  or  implied,  they  have  gone 


ance. 


(a)  Beman  v.  Rufford,  7  Ra.  Ca. 
48.  See  also  Great  Nor,  Ra,  Co,  v. 
East,  Counties  Ra,  Co,,  7  Ra.  Ca.  643, 
9  Ha.  309.  See  Wedderbum  v.  Scot- 
tish Central  Ra,  Co.,  1848, 10  D.  1317. 

(h)  Winch,  v.  Birkenhead  Ra,  Co,,  7 
Ra.  Ca.  384,  7  Ra.  Ga.  403.  See  also 
the  judgment  of  Sir  G.  Turner,  V.-C, 
in  Simpson  t.  Denison,  10  Ha.  51. 

(c)  Hodges  on  Railways,  67  et  seq. 

(d)  Shreu'shury    and    Birmingham 


Ra,  Co,  V.  London  and  Nor,- West, 
Ra,  Co,,  16  Beav.  441,  4  De  G.  M. 
and  G.  115;  Hare  v.  London  and 
Nor.' West,  Ra,  Co,,  2  J.  and  He.  80  ; 
30  Law  Jour.  (Chan.)  817.  When 
powers  to  lease  are  conferred  by  the 
special  act,  they  are  regulated  by  8  and 
9  Vict.  c.  33,  88.  105,  106 ;  8  and  9 
Vict.  c.  96 ;  and  21  and  22  Vict,  c,  75, 
made  perpetual  by  23  and  24  Vict.  c. 
41.     See  15  D.  (H.  of  L.)  48. 
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too  far  to  resile.  Thus,  a  Railway  Act  containing  only  enabling 
words  does  not  bind  the  company  to  construct  their  line ;  and  a 
contract  with  a  landowner  for  the  purchase  of  his  property — ^the 
price  of  which  is  to  be  paid  on  taking  possession — cannot  be  en- 
forced if  the  company  do  not  execute  the  line  or  take  the  land  (a). 

When  a  company  are  empowered  to  levy  rates  or  tolls,  etc.,  they 
are  not  entitled  to  exercise  this  power  until  the  works  are  com- 
pleted, or  the  accommodation  is  afforded  to  the  public  in  respect  of 
which  the  power  was  conferred.  Charges  made  prior  to  that  event 
are  illegal,  and  must  be  repaid  (b). 

In  levying  any  imposts  or  rates  under  the  powers  of  an  Act, 
great  care  must  be  taken  that  the  statutory  provisions  are  exactly 
complied  with,  as  any  essential  variance  or  misstatement  may  render 
the  proceedings  a  nullity,  and  subject  the  receivers  of  the  impost  in 
full  repetition,  notwithstanding  there  may  be  no  reason  to  suspect 
mala  fides  (c).  The  statutory  provisions  will,  however,  receive  a 
reasonable  interpretation  consistent  with  the  purposes  and  objects 
of  the  Act ;  and  therefore,  under  a  statute  incorporating  a  water 
company,  it  was  held  that  the  company  were  not  prohibited  from 
varying  their  rate  on  grounds  which  were  not  partial  or  unreason- 
able, and  that  an  individual  ratepayer  was  not  entitled  to  object 
that  he  was  charged  at  a  higher  rate  than  others  in  a  different 
locality,  so  long  as  the  rate  did  not  exceed  the  statutory  maximum; 
and  that  the  company  were  not  prohibited  from  allowing  a  dis- 
count to  their  customers,  or  from  paying  to  proprietors  a  reasonable 
remuneration,  in  consideration  of  their  collecting  and  guaranteeing 
their  tenants'  rates  {d). 

See,  as  to  rights  and  obligations  of  companies  in  the  use  of 
streams,  lakes,  etc.,  the  cases  undemoted  {e). 

When  the  special  act  confers  aggressive  powers  explicitly,  they 

may  be  enforced  by  an  application  to  the  Sheriff ;  but  where  the 

(a)  Edin.,  Perthy  and  Dundee  Ra,  (c)  Magistrates  of  Dunbar  r.  Kdbl^ 

Co,  \.  PhiUp,  1857,  2  Macq.  514,  re-      1829,  8  S.  128. 

(d)  Glasgow  Water  Co,  v.  KtOary 
1850,  13  D.  369. 

(e)  Lanark  Twist  Co.  v.  Ednum- 
stone,  1810,  Hume  520;  Magistrates  t. 
Skinners  of  Inverness,  1804,  M.  18191 ; 
Tassie  and  Co,  v.  MHUr,  1822,  1  S. 
468. 


versiDg  16  D.  1066;  Scottish  North- 
Eastern  Ra.  Co,  v.  Stewart,  1869, 
8  Macq.  382,  reversing  18  D.  640. 

(ft)  Dixons  V.  Monkland  Canal  Co,^ 
1821,  1  S.  141,  revd.  1825,  1  W.  and 
S.  636 ;  ibid.  1830,  8  S.  826,  afF.  1831, 
5  W.  and  S.  446. 
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Act  is  not  so  specific  as  to  preclude  construction  or  interpreta- 
tion,  the  proper  form  of  procedure  is  by  declarator  (a).  The  abuse 
of  aggressive  powers  may  be  checked  by  suspension,  or  suspension  How  re- 
and  interdict.  Sometimes  declaratory  conclusions  may  be  neces-  '^'^ 
sary  (&).  The  consequences  of  such  abuse  may  ground  damages 
against  the  company ;  and  though  the  statute  creates  a  particular 
jurisdiction  for  settling  questions  arising  under  its  provisions,  this 
does  not  always  deprive  a  party  conceiving  himself  aggrieved  of 
his  remedy  before  the  ordinary  tribunals  (c). 

GENERAL  ENACTMENTS. 

We  have  already  seen  that  aggressive  or  compulsatory  powers,  General 

stfitiites 

and  the  right  to  frame  bye-laws  which  shall  be  binding  on  the  applicable  to 

11*  ix-  1^^  xj?  all  companies 

pubbc,  and  to.  impose  and  exact  rates  or  money  payments  of  any  possessing 
kind  for  which  there  is  no  special  contract,  can  only  be  obtained  ^were.^^^ 
by  an  Act  of  the  Legislature.  Such  rights  and  powers  are  con- 
ferred by  the  company's  special  act,  which  at  one  time  contained 
minute  regulations  and  provisions  for  their  exercise.  Latterly, 
however,  as  undertakings  requiring  such  extraordinary  powers 
became  numerous,  and  were  continually  receiving  the  sanction  of 
the  Legislature,  several  general  statements  were  passed  containing 
such  regulations  and  provisions  as  had  been  usually  introduced  into 
special  acts.  Since  that  period,  the  special  act,  as  formerly,  is 
required  to  confer  such  powers  as  the  Legislature  intends  the  com- 
pany to  possess ;  but  the  mode  of  their  exercise  is  regulated  by  the 
general  Acts  applicable  to  the  undertaking,  and  they  are  to  this 
effect  held  to  be  incorporated  with  and  to  form  integral  portions  of 
the  special  act,  except  in  so  far  as  the  latter  may  otherwise  provide. 
These  general  statutes  are  the  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  (Scot- 
land) Act,  8  Vict.  c.  19  (8th  May  1845),  which  is  almost  a  duplicate 
of  the  corresponding  English  Act,  8  Vict.  C.  18,  passed  on  the  same 

(a)   Tennant  and   Co.  v.    Turner^  (c)  Shand  v.   Hendersofiy   1814,   2 

1837, 16  S.  192.  Dow  519 ;  Gcldie  v.  Oswald,  1814,  2 

(6)  Baxter  v.  North  British  Ra.  Co.,  Dow  534 ;  Burnet  v.  Knowles,  1815, 

1846,  8  D.  1212;  Dalgleish  v.  Stirling  3  Dow  280 ;  CoU  v.  Caled,  Ra.  Co., 

and  Dunfermline  Ra.  Co.,  1847,  9  D.  1859,  21  D.  1008,  H.  of  L.  3  Macq. 

506  ;  Buchanan  v.  Caledonian  Ra.  Co.,  833. 
1850,  12  D.  778. 
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(Jay,  and  known  as  the  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act ;  and  the 
Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Acts  Amendment  Act,  23  and  24  Vict. 
c.  106  (20th  August  1860),  which  is  applicable  both  to  England  and 
Scotland,  and  which  somewhat  modifies  and  adds  to  the  provisions 
of  the  Acts  above  mentioned.  These  Acts,  read  in  connection  with 
the  special  act,  apply  to  every  company  authorized  to  exercise 
aggressive  powers  for  the  acquisition  of  land  for  the  purposes  of 
undertakings  of  a  public  nature,  and  regulate  the  mode  of  ascer- 
taining the  compensation  to  be  given  for  the  lands,  etc.,  so  acquired. 

The  Enclosure  Acts,  17  and  18  Vict.  c.  97  (1854),  and  20 
and  21  Vict.  c.  31  (1857),  also  contain  provisions  relative  to  the 
English  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act  of  1845,  but  they  do  not 
appear  to  be  applicable  to  Scotland. 

The  construction  of  railways  involves  many  peculiarities  not 
presented  by  other  undertakings,  and  therefore  a  general  Act  was 
in  1845  passed  for  their  special  use.  It  is  the  8  and  9  Vict.  c.  33 
(21st  July  1845),  known  as  the  Railways  Clauses  (Scotland) 
Consolidation  Act,  and,  as  in  the  former  case,  is  almost  a  duplicate 
of  the  corresponding  English  Act,  8  and  9  Vict.  c.  20,  passed  8th 
May  1845,  and  distinguished  as  the  Railways  Clauses  Consolida- 
tion Act.  The  provisions  of  both  these  Acts  were  afterwards 
somewhat  altered  and  extended  by  the  Railways  Clauses  Act,  1863, 
26  and  27  Vict.  c.  92,  passed  28th  July  1863.  These  general 
Railway  Acts  require  the  company  to  have  obtained  aggressive 
powers  by  its  special  act,  and  to  be  subject  to  the  Lands  Clauses 
Acts  before  specified;  and  when  this  is  so,  they  furnish  it  with  certain 
additional  powers,  and  make  certain  provisions  and  regulations  for 
the  exercise  of  its  powers  generally.  Besides  these  enactments,  the 
Act  5  and  6  Vict.  c.  55,  passed  30th  July  1842,  confers  on  rail- 
way companies  in  operation  certain  aggressive  powers  by  sees.  1% 
13,  14,  and  15,  to  be  used  in  cases  of  making  branch  communica- 
tions, altering  of  levels,  entering  on  lands  to  repair  accidents,  and 
extending  the  line  when  thought  necessary  for  safety  by  the  Board 
of  Trade. 

All  these  enactments,  intended  to  regulate  the  exercise  of 
aggressive  powers,  and  making  the  bye-laws  binding  on  the  public, 
are,  with  one  exception,  so  conceived  as  to  1)e  applicable  not  only  to 
corporations,  but  to  common  law  companies,  and  even  to  indivi- 
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daals,  provided  that,  by  special  act,  they  have  been  vested  with 
such  powers.  Yet  practically  they  are  applicable  to  corporations 
only;  for  it  is  not  probable  that  the  Legislature  would  in  the 
present  day  confer  aggressive  powers,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
out  a  public  undertaking  of  the  kind  intended  by  these  statutes, 
on  an  individual,  or  on  the  fluctuating  membership  of  an  unin- 
corporated association.  It  may  be  obsei*ved  that,  in  the  last  general 
Act  applicable  to  railways,  the  Railway  Construction  Facilities 
Act,  1864,  the  effect  of  the  certificate,  when  obtained  by  a  com- 
pany not  previously  incorporated,  is  to  make  it  a  corporation  (a). 

In  pursuing  our  examination  into  this  branch  of  the  subject,  we  Mode  of  treat- 

,  ing  the  subject. 

shall  enter  somewhat  fully  into  the  Lands  Clauses  Act,  and  shall 
afterwards  consider  more  briefly  the  provisions  of  the  Railway 
Glauses  Act,  and  other  statutes  which  bear  upon  this  part  of  the 
treatise.  When  reference  is  made  to  the  consolidated  statutes 
which  were  passed  in  duplicate,  those  applicable  to  Scotland  are 
always  intended,  unless  the  contrary  is  expressly  stated. 

(a)  It  does  not  affect  the  truth  of  nor  that  the  Crown  is,  by  7  and  8  Vict, 

these  observations,  that  the  powers  of  c.  85,  sec.  11,  empowered  in  certain 

the  Act  have  been  conferred  on  govern-  circumstances  to  purchase   railways, 

ment  boards  or  officials,  for  such  are  since  the  Crown  is  a  corporation  sole, 
always  corporations  aggregate  or  sole ; 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

LANDS  CLAUSES  CONSOLIDATION  ACT. 

Lrn^^GiaLel   "^^^  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  (Scotland)  Act  (a)  applies  to 

^^^  any  undertaking  in  Scotland  authorized  by  special  act  obtained 

subsequently  to  the  8th  of  May  1845,  to  exercise  compulsatory 

powers  for  the  acquisition  of  land,  and,  as  in  the  case  of  the  other 

Consolidation  Acts,  is  held  to  be  incorporated  with  the  spedal  act, 

except  in  so  far  as  its  provisions  may  be  varied  or  excepted  bj 

those  of  the  latter  (preamble  and  sec.   2).     But  inasmuch  as  it 

may  be  found  convenient  in  some  cases  to  incorporate  with  the 

special  act  some  portions  only  of  the  general  Act,  this  may  be 

done  by  specifying  the  clauses  intended  to  be  incorporated  in  the 

preamble  to  the  special  act  (sec.  5).     The  Act  may  be  refenred 

to  in  other  Acts,  and  in  legal  instruments,  as  the  Lands  Clauses 

Consolidation  (Scotland)  Act,  1845  (sec.  4). 

Powers  to  The  Company  having  obtained  their  special  act,  are  empowered 

convey.  to  agree  with  the  owners  of  the  lands  authorized  to  be  taken,  and 

with  all  parties  having  any  right  or  interest  therein,  for  the  absolute 
purchase  of  the  right  of  property  (sec.  6)  (b) ;  and  in  like  manner 
the  Act  confers  full  powers  on  such  parties  to  dispose  of  the  lands, 
or  such  interest  as  they  may  have  in  them,  to  the  company,  not- 
withstanding of  any  entails,  trusts,  corporate  rights,  etc.,  which 
would  otherwise  affect  the  validity  of  the  transaction  (sees.  7, 8). 

(a)  8  and  9  Vict.  c.  19  (8th  May         (6)   Where  a  oonventional  agiw- 

1845).  The  corresponding  English  Act,  ment  has  been  made,  it  will  be  fltiictlf 

of  which  this  is  a  mere  transcript,  with  enforced,  even  in  its  penal  cUoses. 

the  necessary  alterations  in  technical  Glasgow  and  Ardrossan  Canal  Co.  ▼. 

language  and  remedial  details,  is  the  Glasgow  and  Greenock  Ra.  Co,^  1850. 

Lands  ClaoseB  Consolidation  Act,  8  and  18  D.  182. 
9  Vict.  c.  18  (8th  May  1846). 
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In  the  £reneral  case,  the  owners  or  others  interested  in  the  lands  When  con- 

°  '  .  ferredby 

authorized  to  be  taken,  may  make  any  agreement  as  to  price  or  sutute. 
compensation  with  the  company  they  think  proper;  but  where, 
except  for  the  provisions  of  the  statute  or  special  act,  they  would 
not  be  entitled  to  exercise  the  power  of  alienation,  the  purchase- 
money  or  compensation,  if  not  fixed  by  the  SheriflF,  a  jury,  arbitra- 
tion, or  a  valuator  appointed  by  the  Sheriff  in  terms  of  the  statutory 
provisions,  must  not  be  less  than  that  determined  by  the  valuation 
of  two  practical  valuators,  one  nominated  by  each  party,  and  in  case 
of  their  not  agreeing,  of  a  third  valuator  appointed  by  the  Sheriff. 
The  valuation  must  be  authenticated  by  a  declaration  in  writing, 
signed  by  the  valuators  (sec.  9). 

Instead  of  a  sum  of  money,  the  consideration  may  be  in  all  cases  Whatconsideiv 

•^  •^  ation  may  be. 

an  annual  feu-duty  or  ground-annual  payable  by  the  company. 
This  annual  payment  must  be  charged  on  the  tolls  or  rates,  if  any, 
payable  under  the  special  act ;  and  may  be  otherwise  secured  as 
the  parties  may  agree.  If  the  feu-duty  or  ground-annual  is  not 
paid  by  the  promoters  within  thirty  days  after  it  becomes  payable, 
and  after  demand  in  writing,  the  creditor  may  recover  the  amount 
with  costs  by  action  against  the  promoters,  or  may  levy  it  by  poind- 
ing and  sale  of  their  goods  and  effects  (sees.  10  and  11).  These 
provisions,  which  were  originally  limited  to  the  case  of  parties 
entitled  in  their  own  right  to  dispose  absolutely  of  the  lands 
acquired,  are  now  extended  to  cases  where  the  parties  to  the  sale 
are  under  incapacity  or  disability,  and  could  not  alienate  except 
under  the  statutoly  powers  (23  and  24  Vict.  c.  106,  sec.  3). 

The  whole  of  these  provisions  apply  to  cases  where  the  com-  Lands  pur- 

*  ^  .  chased  for 

pany  are  empowered  by  their  special  act  to  purchase  lands  for  extraordinary 
extraordinary  purposes  (a)  (sec,  12).  When  such  powers  are 
possessed,  the  lands  acquired  under  them  may  be  disposed  of  as 
the  company  see  fit,  and  others  may  be  again  purchased  in  their 
place;  but  the  total  amount  of  land  held  at  any  one  time  by 
the  company  for  extraordinary  purposes  must  not  exceed  the 
quantity  prescribed  (sec.  13).  It  must,  however,  be  observed,  that 
the  company  cannot,  under  the  power  to  purchase  land  for  extra- 

(a)  That  is,  lands  which,  by  their  stances  for  other  purposes  than  the 
special  act,  the  company  are  em-  mere  completion  of  the  undertaking,  in 
powered  to  take  in  certain  circum-      terms  of  their  plans  and  specifications. 
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ordinary  purposes,  acquire  more  than  the  prescribed  quantity  from 
any  party  who,  without  the  statutory  provisions,  would  not  have 
power  to  alienate ;  and  if  the  prescribed  quantity  have  once  been 
acquired  from  such  persons,  and  be  afterwards  disposed  of,  it  can- 
not be  again  purchased  from  persons  of  this  description  (sec,  14). 
A^rgiossive  When  the  undertaking  is  to  be  carried  into  effect  by  means  of  a 

powers  cannot  °  "^ 

be  uKid  till  the  capital  to  be  subscribed  by  the  shareholders,  the  whole  of  the  capital 

subscribed  '^  ^      *'  * 

capital  is  of  the  compauy,  or  estimated  sum  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 

undertaking,  must  be  subscribed  under  contract,  before  any  of  the 
powers  contained  in  the  general  or  special  act  as  to  taking  of  land 
can  be  exercised  (sec.  15)  (a).  The  certificate  of  the  Sheriff  is  suffi- 
cient evidence  that  this  provision  has  been  complied  with  (sec  16). 

uor  after  Tlicse  Dowcrs  canuot  be  exercised  after  expiration  of  the  prescribed 

elapse  of  pre-  ^  ^  * 

scribed  period,  period ;  and  if  none  is  prescribed,  not  after  three  years  from  the 
passing  of  the  special  act  (sec.  116).  But  it  has  been  held  that, 
if  notice  has  been  given  of  intention  to  take  lands  before  elapse  of 
the  prescribed  period,  all  the  subsequent  steps  might  be  taken  after; 
the  principle  being  that,  by  giving  such  notice,  the  company  have 
exercised  their  powers  of  compulsatory  purchase,  and  that  all  that 
follows  is  mere  matter  of  detail  (b). 

Aggressive  The  powers  to  take  land  for  the  purposes  of  the  undertaking, 

powers  always  , 

determined        assumcd  to  be  Conferred  on  companies  brought  under  the  operation 

by  the  special         r..*  i  i.  ,..  i«l 

act.  or  this  Act,  are  always  to  be  interpreted  in  strict  accordance  with 

the  company's  special  act.  Therefore,  when  a  clause  was  con- 
tained in  a  special  railway  act  declaring  that  it  should  not  be  lawful 
to  take  the  land  of  another  railway  company,  except  with  consent  of 
the  company,  it  was  held  that  this  provision  controlled  the  general 
powers  to  take  land  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  the  undertaking, 
in  so  far  as  related  to  the  property  of  the  company,  the  rights  of 
which  were  so  protected  (c). 

Exception.  Where,  however,  the  procedure  to  have  the  amount  of  compen- 

(a)  This  does  not  apply  to  branch  (Q.  B.)  458,  and  20  Law  Joor.  (Q.  B.) 
ndlwajB  made  by  an  existing  com-  304 ;  Great  Northern  Ra.  Co.,  17  Q-  B. 
pany;  R.  v.  Great  WeM,  Ra,  Co.,  1  840;  Sparrow  y.  Oxford  and  Worcesttr 
E.  and  B.  253 ;  Weld  v.  South-  West.  Ra.  Co.,  9  Ha.  436,  7  Ra.  Ga.  92 ; 
Ra.  Co.,  32  Beav.  340.  North  Stafford  Ra.  Co.,  16  Q.  B.  526; 

(b)  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  Ra.  Co.  South  Devon  Ra.  Co.,  16  Q.  B.  539. 
V.  Monklands  Ra.   Co.,  1850,  12  D.  (c)  Caledonian  Ra.  Co.  v.  EdtMlmr^ 
1304,  and  13  D.  145 ;  R.  v.  Birming-  and  Glasgow  Ra.  Co.,   1854,  17  P. 
ham  and  Oxford  Ra.  Co.,  19  Law  Jour.  162. 
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sation  ascertained  has  miscarried  through  the  fault  of  one  of  the 
parties,  such  party  cannot  plead  that  the  statutory  period  has  elapsed 
so  as  to  prevent  the  provisions  of  the  Act  being  carried  out,  even 
after  the  prescribed  period  (a). 

The  first  step  on  the  part  of  the  company  intending  to  take  land  ^^Ij^®  ^M^tak 
under  their  compulsatory  powers  is  to  give  notice  to  all  parties  ^^^ 
interested  in  the  lands  required,  or  enabled  by  the  general  or  special 
acts  to  make  the  conveyance,  or  to  such  of  them  as  after  diligent 
inquiry  can  be  discovered.  The  notice  must  require  from  such 
parties  the  particulars  of  their  interests,  and  of  the  claims  made  by 
them  in  respect  thereof,  and  must  state  the  particulars  of  the  lands 
required,  the  willingness  of  the  company  to  treat  for  the  purchase, 
and  their  readiness  to  make  compensation  for  any  dami^e  caused 
by  execution  of  the  undertaking  (sec.  17).  Such  notices  must  be 
served  on  those  entitled  to  receive  them,  personally,  or  by  leaving 
them  at  their  last  usual  place  of  abode.  If  the  owners  are  out  of 
the  kingdom,  or  cannot  be  found,  service  must  be  made  on  their 
factors  or  agents,  if  any;  and  a  copy  must  also  be  left  with  the 
occupier,  and  if  there  be  none  such,  it  must  be  affixed  on  some 
conspicuous  part  of  the  lands  (sec.  18). 

The  immediate  effect  of  this  notice  seems  to  be,  to  establish  to  Eflfect  of  notice. 
a  certain  extent,  and  for  certain  purposes,  a  contract  of  sale  between 
the  company  and  the  parties  entitled  to  convey  the  lands  required, 
for  a  price  to  be  fixed  in  one  or  other  of  the  modes  provided  by  the 
Act  (6).  The  consequence  of  this  is,  that  the  company  cannot 
abandon  their  purchase,  except  with  consent  of  the  seller,  but  may 
be  compelled  to  take  the  statutory  procedure  for  having  the  lands 
valued  *((?).     They  cannot  without  consent  of  parties  limit  their 

(n)  See  Commissioners  for  Harbour  1013,  aff.  1852, 1  Macq.  284, 1  Stu.  686 ; 

of  Leith  v.  Trinity  Harbour  Co,,  1842,  R,  v.  Commissioners  of  Manchester,  4 

4  D.  1056.      This  was  a  case  which  B.  and  Ad.  333 ;  Doo  v.  London  Ra. 

arose  before  the  Lands  Clauses  Act  was  Co.,  1  Ra.  Ca.  257 ;  Sparrow  v.  Oxford 

passed;    but  it  was  under  a  special  and   Worcester  Ra,  Co.,  7  Ka.   Ca. 

act  which  contained  proyisions  almost  92 ;  Stone  v.  Commercial  Ra,  Co.,  1 

identical.  Ra.   Ca.   C.   875;   but  see  specially 

(6)  Glasgow  and  Monklands  Ra,  Co.  Haynes  y.  Haynes,  1  Dr.  and  Sm.  426, 

V.  Glasgow  Waterworks  Co,,lSi9,llD.  which  contains  a  review  of  all  the 

1153;  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  Ra,  Co.  authorities. 

V.    Monklands  Ra.  Co.,  1850,   12  D.  (c)  R,  v.  Hungerford  Market  Co., 

1304,  and  13  D.  145;  Edinburgh  and  4  B.  and  Ad.  827. 
Dundee  Ra.  Co.  v.  Leven,  1848,  10  D. 
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Great  accuracy 
required  in 
notice. 


demand  by  a  subsequent  notice  (a).  The  only  exception  to  this 
rule  is  in  the  case  of  notice  given  by  commissioners  for  public 
works  (b).  If,  however,  having  given  notice  for  a  part,  more  land 
be  required,  they  may  give  a  second  notice.  Thus,  though  tliey 
cannot  abandon  either  in  whole  or  part  the  notice  already  given, 
they  may  increase  the  amount  required  by  a  new  notice  to  the  full 
extent  of  their  aggressive  powers.  This  question  was  raised,  but 
left  undetermined,  in  two  Scotch  cases  (c) ;  subsequently,  however, 
it  was  settled  in  England  as  here  stated  (d).  It  is  clear,  however, 
from  the  cases  noted  below,  that  the  courts  will  not  sanction  anj- 
thing  like  a  vexatious  or  unnecessary  multiplication  of  notices  («). 
When  great  delay  has  taken  place  in  proceeding  on  notices,  thej 
will  be  held  to  have  been  abandoned  (/). 

Great  care  must  be  taken  that  the  notice  specify  accurately  the 
quantity  and  situation  of  the  lands  required ;  and  interdict  will  be 
granted  against  the  company  completing  their  operations  on  any 
portion  of  ground  not  included  in  the  notice  (ff).  To  prevent  mis- 
takes of  this  kind,  it  is  a  good  practice  to  annex  a  plan  to  the 
notice  (A).  If  the  notice  be  for  more  land  than  the  special  act 
authorizes  to  be  taken,  any  assessment  under  the  provisions  of  the 
statute  would  seem  to  be  invalid  qitoad  the  excess,  and  incapable 
of  conferring  a  title  on  the  company  (t) ;  but  this  does  not  affect 
the  validity  of  any  award  under  a  submission  not  intended  to  pro- 
ceed under  the  statute  (i). 


(a)  Laing  v.  Caledonian  Ra,  Co., 
1846,  9  D.  Vo,  and  1850,  12  D.  481 ; 
Tawney  v.  Lynn  and  Ely  Ra,  Co.,  4 
Ra.  Ca.  615;  R.  v.  York  and  North 
Midland  Ra.  Co.,  1  E.  and  B.  178 ; 
R.  y.  Ambergate  Ra.  Co.,  1  E.  and  B. 
372. 

(6)  R.  V.  Commissioners  for  Woods 
and  Forests,  15  Q.  B.  761. 

(c)  Turnhidl  v.  Scot.  Cen.  Ra.  Co., 
1848, 10  D.  373 ;  Douglas  y.  Caledonian 
Ra.  Co.,  1848,  11  D.  225. 

(d)  Stamps  v.  Birmingham  Ra.  Co., 
6  Ra-  Ca.  123;  Webb  v.  Manchester 
and  Leeds  Ra.  Co.,  4  My.  and  Cr.  116; 
Simpson  v.  Lan.  and  Car.  Ra.  Co.,  4 
Ra.  Ca.  625;  Sadd  v.  Maldon  and 
Braintree  Ra.  Co.,  6  Exch.  143. 


(c)  See  Perth  Harh.  Com.  t.  ifoa- 
crieffe,  1846,  5  BeU's  App.  883,  and 
preceding  cases. 

(/)  Hedges  v.  MetropoL  Ra.  Co.,  28 
Beav.  109. 

(g)  Campbell  Renton  v.  North  Brit- 
Ra.  Co.,  1845,  8  D.  247 ;  Kemp  r. 
London  and  Brighton  Ra.  Co.,  1  B^ 
Ca.  495. 

(A)  Sims  v.  Commercial  Ra^  Co.^  ^ 
Ra.  Ca.  431. 

(t)  Motichet  V.  Great  West  Ea- 
Co.,  1  Ra.  Ca,  567 ;  Lan,  and  Car. 
Ra,  Co.  V.  Maryport  Ra.  Co.,  4B». 
Ca.  504. 

(it)  Scott  Y.  North  British  Ka.  ^<» . 
1847, 19  Jur.  643. 
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A  party  may  be  estopped  from  objecting  to  irregularities  in  the  Egtoppei  by 
notice,  or  to  the  want  of  it  altogether,  if  by  entering  into  negotiations 
with  the  company  he  has  manifestly  waived  such  objections  (a). 

When  the  lands  required  are  in  possession  of  a  judicial  factor  ^^^^  lands 

*■  *  •  are  posseesed 

or  other  officer  appointed  by  the  Court,  an  application  should  be  ^y  officer  of 
made  to  the  Court  before  carrying  out  the  statutory  powers ;  at 
least  this  has  been  deemed  necessary  in  England  (b). 

On  being  served  with  the  notice,  the  owner  or  other  party  inte-  Claim  for  com- 
rested  in  the  lands  ought  at  once  to  return  the  particulars  of  his  owner. 
claim  (sec.  19).  In  doing  this,  great  care  should  be  taken  to  state 
accurately  the  nature  of  the  interest  held  in  the  lands  required,  as 
an  error  in  this  respect  may  be  of  serious  consequence  in  the  sub- 
sequent procedure  (c).  If  the  owner  or  other  person  interested  do 
not  make  this  return,  or  fail  to  treat  with  the  company  for  twenty- 
one  days,  or  if  during  that  period  no  agreement  has  been  made  as 
to  the  amount  of  compensation,  it  becomes  a  case  of  disputed  com- 
pensation. Care  must  also  be  taken  to  make  the  claim  relevant, 
otherwise  the  whole  subsequent  procedure  may  go  for  nothing  (d). 

ASSESSMENT  OF  CLAIMS. 

If  the  compensation  claimed  do  not  exceed  £50,  it  falls  to  be  How  ciaiins  to 

_  ,  -^  be  determined. 

determined  by  the  Sheriff,  unless  both  parties  agree  to  refer  it  to 
arbitration  (sees.  20  and  21).  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  sum 
claimed  or  offered  exceeds  £50,  the  question  must  be  determined 
by  arbitration  or  a  jury  (sees.  23  and  36).  If  the  claimant  does 
not  require  arbitration,  the  statute  provides  that  the  matter  shall  be 
determined  by  a  jury;  and  for  this  purpose  the  company  are  required 
to  give  the  party  ten  days'  notice  of  their  intention  to  cause  a  jury 
to  be  summoned,  and  this  notice  must  state  the  amount  of  compen- 
sation the  company  are  willing  to  pay  (sec.  37).     If  the  claimant 

(a)  Campbell  Benton  v.  North  Brit.  North  Stafford  Ra.  Co,  v.  Landor,  2 

Ra,    Co.,   1847,   9   D.    1209;    R.  v.  Exch.  236;   Cameron  v.  Char.  Cross 

Committee  for  South  Holland  Drainage,  Ra.  Co.,  16  0.  B.  N.  S.  430;  Brad- 

8  A.  and  E.  429.  shdw's  Arbitration,    12  Q.    B.   662 ; 

(&)  Re  Taylor,  6  Ra.  Ca.  741 ;  Tink  North  Stafford  Railway   Company  v. 

V.  Rundle,  10  Beav.  318.  Wood,  2  Exch.  244. 

(c)  As  to  this,  see  the  following  (d)  Edinburgh  and  Leith  Glass  Co. 

cases :   Healey  v.  Thames  Valley  Ra.  v.  North  Brit.  Ra.  Co.,  1862,  24  D. 

Co.,    1864,   10  E.  Jur.  N.  S.   1182;  1236. 

2  F 
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prefer  arbitration,  he  must  state  so  by  notice  ih  writing  to  the  com- 
pany before  they  have  presented  their  petition  to  the  Sheriff  to 
summon  a  jury ;  and  in  this  notice  he  must  state  the  nature  of  his 
interest,  and  the  amount  of  the  compensation  he  claims.    If  they 
do  not  accept  his  terms,  and  enter  into  a  written  agreement  to  that 
effect  within  twenty-one  days  after  receipt  of  the  notice,  the  ques- 
tion must  be  settled  by  arbitration  (sec.  23).    If,  again,  the  claimant 
desires  a  jury,  he  may  notify  this  to  the  company,  stating  the  nature 
of  his  interest  and  the  amount  of  his  claim ;  and  if  the  terms  are 
not  agreed  to  in  writing  within  twenty-one  days,  and  in  the  absence 
of  any  arrangement  as  to  arbitration,  they  must  present  their  petition 
to  the  Sheriff  to  summon  a  jury,  under  pain  of  being  liable  to  the 
claimant  in  the  amount  of  the  compensation  he  claims,  which  may 
be  recovered  by  him  with  costs  in  any  competent  court  (sec.  36)  (a). 

It  would  thus  appear,  that  if  the  sum  claimed  and  disputed  does 
not  exceed  £50,  it  must,  unless  both  parties  agree,  be  settled  by  the 
Sheriff;  and  that  if  it  be  above  that  sum,  it  must  be  determined  by  a 
jury,  unless  the  claimant  elect  arbitration.  The  company  have  in  the 
last  case  no  option.  All  they  can  do  is  to  apply  to  the  Sheriff  to  sum- 
mon a  jury;  and  if  they  delay  to  do  this,  the  claimant  may  compel  them, 
under  pain  of  having  to  assent  to  his  demands  however  exorbitant 

Lastly,  if  the  matter  has  been  referred  to  arbitration,  and  the 
arbiters  or  their  umpire  have  for  three  months  failed  to  make  an 
award,  it  must  be  determined  by  the  verdict  of  a  jury  (sec.  35). 

INQUISITION  BY  SHERIFF. 

iiKiuiHition  In  cascs  under  £50,  on  the  application  of  either  party,  the 

Sheriff.  Sheriff  issues  an  order  for  appearance  at  the  time  and  place  named. 

On  the  parties  appearing,  or  in  the  absence  of  any  of  them,  on 
proof  of  due  service  of  the  order,  he  determines  the  question, 
examining  the  parties  and  their  witnesses  on  oath,  but  without 
either  written  pleadings,  or  reducing  the  evidence  to  writing.  The 
costs  of  every  such  inquisition,  excepting  his  own  remuneration,  aie 
in  the  Sheriff's  discretion,  and  his  determination  is  not  aabject  to 
any  review  or  appeal  (sec.  22). 

(a)  See  as  to  form  of  notice  to  the  company,  Forth  and  Clyde  Ra.  Co-  ▼. 
Eidng,  1864,  2  Macph.  684. 


^^ 
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INQUISITION  BY  ARBITRiVTION  (a). 

When  compensation  is  to  be  determined  by  arbitration,  both  Inquisition  by 
parties  may  concur  in  the  appointment  of  a  single  arbiter ;  other- 
wise, each  party  on  the  request  of  the  other  appoints  one.  But  if 
for  fourteen  days  after  the  dispute  has  arisen,  and  after  a  request 
in  writing  stating  the  matters  required  to  be  settled  has  been  served 
by  the  one  party  on  the  other,  either  fail  to  name  an  arbiter  (6),  the 
party  who  has  made  the  request  and  named  an  arbiter  may  autho- 
rize such  arbiter  to  act  for  both  parties  (sec.  24).  If  one  of  two 
arbiters  refuse,  or  for  seven  days  neglect  to  act,  the  other  may 
proceed  ex  parte  (sec.  29).  If  either  die  or  become  incapable,  the 
party  by  whom  he  was  appointed  may  appoint  another ;  but  if  he 
delay  to  do  so  for  seven  days  after  written  notice  from  the  other 
party,  the  surviving  arbiter  may  proceed  as  in  the  last  case  (sec.  25). 
The  award  of  the  single  arbiter  in  these  circumstances  is  always 
final  (sees.  25  and  29).  If,  however,  a  single  arbiter  die  or  become 
incapable,  the  matter  referred  must  be  determined  by  a  new  arbi- 
tration, as  if  no  arbiter  had  been  appointed  (sec.  28). 

When  there  are  two  arbiters,  they  are  required  to  appoint  an  Umpire. 
umpire  before  entering  on  their   inquiry,  and  on  his  death,  or 
supervening  incapacity,  to  appoint  another  without  delay  (sec.  26). 
On  their  failure  to  do  so  for  seven  days,  the  Lord  Ordinary  may 
make  the  appointment  (sec.  27)  (c). 

If  within  twenty-one  days  from  the  date  of  their  appointment,  Consequences 
or  within  such  more  extended  time  as  they  themselves  have  fixed,  make  award. 
the  arbiters  fail  to  make  their  award,  the  matter  must  be  deter- 
mined by  the  umpire,  whose  decision  in  all  cases  is  final  (sec.  30). 
And  if  for  three  months  no  award  is  made,  the  matter  must  be 
determined  by  a  jury  (sec.  35). 

Every  appointment  of  an  arbiter  by  the  company  taking  the  Appointment 
land  must  be  under  the  hand  of  their  secretary  or  of  two  directors,  made.     ' 
The  arbiter  for  any  other  party  is  appointed  under  the  hand  of  such 
party,  and  if  such  party  be  a  company  or  corporation,  under  the 

(a)  See  Bell  on  Arbitration,  370  ;  call  his  appointment,  the  person  he  haa 

Russell  on  Arbitration,  98.  appointed  not  being  legally  disquali- 

(6)  Bradley y  5  Ex.  769.  fied.    M^Kenzie  v.  Inverness  and  Ross- 

(c)  The  Lord  Ordinary  cannot  re-  shire  Ka,  Co,,  1861,  24  D.  261. 
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hand  of  an  officer  or  person  appointed  for  the  purpose  (sec.  24). 
The  appointment  so  made  is  delivered  to  the  arbiters,  and  is  irre- 
vocable without  the  consent  of  both  parties,  nor  does  it  fall  by  the 
death  of  either  party  (sec.  24). 

In   relation  to   these  provisions,  it  has  been  decided  that  the 
prorogation  to  the  day  of  of  a  submission  nnder 

this  Act,  does  not  render  it  a  common  law  submission,  so  as  to  fall 
by  the  death  of  either  party  (a).     A  submission,  however,  may  be 
so  framed  as  to  be  partly  statutory  and  partly  at  common  law,  and 
so  neither  to  fall  by  the  lapse  of  three  months  without  an  award,  as 
it  would  do  under  the  Act,  nor  by  the  death  of  one  of  the  parties, 
as  it  would  do  at  common  law  (&).     In  a  similar  case,  where  the 
arbiters  did  not  pronounce  their  decree  for  two  years,  it  was  held 
that  the  award,  though  not  pronounced  in  terms  of  the  statute, 
might  be  homologated  (c).     It  would  also  seem  that  the  sabmis- 
sion  may  always  be  renewed  by  consent  of  parties  (d).    Where 
arbiters  appointed  under  the  statute  differed  in  opinion,  and  the 
umpire  nominated  having  declined  to  act,  there  was  no  award  pro- 
nounced, it  was  held  that  the  provisions  of  the  35th  section  applied, 
and  that  the  question  must  be  settled  by  a  jury  (e).     A  submission 
may  be  validly  entered  into  for  settling  claims  of  compensation  so  as 
not  to  be  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  and  so  as  that  these  shall 
not  be  binding  on  the  parties  (/).     If,  however,  a  reference  be 
entered  into  under  the  statutory  provisions  simply,  the  parties  cannot 
afterwards  waive  adherence  to  its  rules  in  the  conduct  of  the  pro- 
ceedings ;  and  therefore,  where,  on  the  e^cpiry  of  an  arbitration  and 
its  prorogation  by  the  parties,  no  oversman  had  been  appointed,  the 
proceedings  were  held  void,  because  the  statute  declares  that  they  shall 
make  such  appointment  before  entering  on  the  matters  referred  (j})* 

The  arbiters  may  call  for  any  document  in  the  possession  of  either 


(a)  Caledonian  Ra.  Co.  v.  LochharVs 
Trustees,  1849,  12  D.  838. 

(6)  Caledonian  Ra.  Co,  v.  Lockhart^ 
1857,  19  D.  627 ;  aff.  1860,  22  D.  (H. 
of  L.)  8,  3  Macq.  80$. 

(c)  Dundee  and  Aberdeen  Ra.  Co.  v. 
Richardson,  1851,  13  D.  552. 

(d)  Hill  y.  Dundee  and  Aberdeen 
Ra.  Co.,  1852,  14  D.  1034,  24  Jur. 
642 ;   Laing  v.  Caledonian  Ra,    Co,, 


1846,  9  D.  70;  Palmer  y.  MetropoUtan 
Ra.  Co,,  31  Law  Jour.  (Q.  B.)  269; 
Tyerman  v.  Smith,  6  E.  and  B.  719. 

(e)  Anderson  v.  Detnde  Ra.  O^., 
1853, 15  D.  718. 
(/)  ScoU  V.  North  British  Ra.  iX 

1847,  19  Jur.  643. 

(g)  Glasgow,  Barrhead,  etc.,  Ba. 
Co.  V.  NitshiU  Coal  Co.,  1850, 7  BcITb 
App.  325,  reversiiig  11  D.  327. 


Chap.  XII.]      ASCERTAINMENT  OF  COMPENSATION.  453 

of  the  parties,  and  may  also  examine  the  parties  and  their  witnesses 
on  oath  (sec.  31).  This,  however,  does  not  give  them  the  power  of 
compelling  the  production  of  the  one  or  the  attendance  of  the  other* 
If  such  procedure  be  necessary,  it  would  seem  that  the  proper  course 
is  to  present  a  petition  to  the  Court  or  the  Judge  Ordinary,  who,  as 
in  a  common  law  submission,  will  grant  warrant  as  required  (a). 

The  expenses  of  and  incident  to  the  arbitration  are  settled  by  Cost  of 

*  ^  ''    arbitration. 

the  arbiters  or  their  oversman,  and  borne  by  the  company,  unless 
the  award  be  for  the  same  or  a  less  sum  than  had  been  offered. 
In  such  cases  both  parties  bear  their  own  expenses ;  but  in  all  cases 
the  expenses  of  the  arbiters  or  umpire,  and  of  recording  the  award, 
fall  upon  the  company  (sec.  32). 

Where  an  umpire  in  a  statutory  submission  found  the  claimant 
entitled  *  to  all  the  expenses  of  the  arbitration  and  incident  thereto,' 
it  was  held  that  under  this  finding  he  was  not  entitled  to  recover 
from  the  company  sums  paid  by  him  to  unprofessional  persons 
whom  he  had  adduced  to  prove  injury  to  amenity  (6). 

By  the  common  law  of  Scotland  an  arbiter  has  implied  power 
to  give  costs  (c) ;  whereas,  by  that  of  England,  he  can  only  do  so 
when  he  has  express  authority  for  that  purpose  {d).  Hence,  in 
cases  where  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  this  difference  between 
the  two  legal  systems  comes  into  play,  English  decisions  are  not 
safe  precedents. 

It  has  been  held  in  England  that  the  decree  for  costs  may  be 
made  after  elapse  of  the  period  limited  for  making  the  award  {e)  ; 
and  it  seems  that  the  award  will  not  be  invalid,  because  it  does  not 
find  and  state  the  amount  of  costs,  as  this  omission  may  be  supplied  by 
a  subsequent  instrument  (/  ).  Yet  in  Scotland  it  is  the  prudent  and 
correct  practice  for  the  arbiter  to  fix  the  costs  at  a  specific  sum  (^). 

(a)  See  Chambers  and  Paterson^s  Ra,  Co.^  7  Exch.  5  ;  Martin  v.  Leices- 

Law  of  Railway  Companies,  p.  206.  ter  Waterworks  Co.,  27  Law  Jour. 

(6)  Yoimger  t.  Caledonian  Ra.  Co,,  (Exch.)  432,  4  H.  and  N.  461. 

1847,  10  D.  183.  (/)    Gould   v.   Stafford   Potteries 

(c)  Robertson  v.  Broum,  15  S.  199  ;  Waterworks  Co.,  5  Exch.  214,  6  Ra. 
Fairley  v.  APGown,  14  S.  470;  Per-  C&.  66S,  oy&ruJdng  London  and N,->W. 
Tier  y.  AUson,  5  D.  456 ;  aff.  4  BelFs  Ra.  Co.  y  Quick,  5  D.  and  L.  865.  See 
App.  161  (1845).  Younger  v.  Caledonian  Ra.  Co.,  supra. 

(d)  Ex  parte  Raynal,  16  Iaw  Jour.  (g)  Paterson,  1829,  7  S.  616; 
(Q.  B.)304;  Hodgeson  Railways,  p.  293.  Younger  v.  Caledonian  Ra.  Co.,  supra  ; 

(e)  Collins   v.   South   Staffordshire      Bell  on  Arbitration,  228. 
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Award  must 
be  in  writing. 


The  arbiters  must  make  their  award  in  writing,  and  may  either 
themselves  cause  it  to  be  recorded  in  the  books  of  Council  and 
Session,  or  may  deliver  it  to  the  company  for  that  purpose.  The 
latter  are  bound  on  demand,  and  at  their  own  expense,  to  furnish 
an  extract  to  the  other  party,  and  this  is  declared  to  be  of  equal 
authority  with  the  original  (sec.  33).  No  award  can  be  set  aside 
for  irregularity  or  error  in  matter  of  form  (sec.  34). 

It  is  not  competent  to  prove  by  parole  what  were  the  grounds 
upon  which  the  award  proceeded,  or  that  any  engagement  had 
been  entered  into  before  the  arbiter  by  the  opposite  party,  whicli 
does  not  appear  from  the  award  (a). 


INQUISITION  BY  JURY. 


Inquisition 
by  jury. 


Notice  of 
ten  days. 


If  the  amount  of  compensation  demanded  or  offered  exceed  £50, 
and  the  claimant  does  not  require  arbitration,  or  if  no  award  be  made 
for  three  months  (i),  or  if  the  claimant  specially  desire  a  jury,  that 
is  the  proper  mode  of  ascertaining  the  compensation  (sees.  35,  36). 
The  proceedings  originate  by  the  company  presenting  a  petition  to  the 
Sheriff  to  summon  a  jury.  This  must  be  signed  by  the  secretary,  or 
other  person  appointed  by  the  company  for  that  purpose,  and  if  not 
a  company  or  a  corporation,  by  any  two  of  the  promoters  of  the 
undertaking  (sec.  38)  (c). 

Previous  to  this,  however,  the  company,  as  already  mentioned, 
must  have  given  ten  days'  notice  of  their  intention  to  the  claimant, 
stating  also  what  amount  of  compensation  they  are  willing  to  give. 
The  want  of  this  in  the  notice  has  been  held  to  invalidate  all  the 
subsequent  proceedings  (d).    It  must  also,  be  observed,  that  though 


(a)  Guthrie  v.  Glasgow  and  South- 
western Ra,  Co,,  1858,  20  D.  825. 

(6)  See  Falconer  v.  Aberdeen  Ra, 
Co.,  1853,  15  D.  352,  where  it  was 
held  that  it  made  no  difference  whether 
the  arbitration,  which  proved  abortive, 
was  a  Btatatory  or  an  ordinary  sub- 
mission. 

(c)  Stone  and  Others  v.  Commercial 
Ra.  Co.,  4  Myhie  and  Cra.  122. 

{d)  A  railway  company  was  autho- 
rized to  carry  their  line  through  the 


lauds  of  a  water  company,  with  the 
option  of  erecting  works  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  water  company,  or  par- 
chasing  the  property.  The  railm; 
law/agentB  intimated  that  thej  in* 
tended  to  purchase,  and  a  sohouaBion 
was  entered  into  to  fix  the  price,  hot 
this  expired  without  a  final  ami 
The  water  company  having  then  inQ- 
mated  that  they  wished  the  price  to 
be  determined  by  a  jury,  in  tense  of 
the  Act,  the  railway  applied  for  as 
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the  company's  petition  to  the  Sherifif  lias  been  presented  on  the 
special  requisition  of  the  claimant,  this  does  not  dispense  with  the 
necessity  of  the  ten  days'  notice  on  the  part  of  the  company.  In- 
attention to  this  was  found  to  render  the  petition  presented  by  a 
company  incompetent,  and  to  subject  them  in  payment  of  the  full 
sum  claimed  in  terms  of  the  37th  section  of  the  Act  (a).  If  the 
company  refuse  to  present  their  petition,  the  claimant  cannot  him- 
self do  so.  His  remedy  lies  in  the  36th  section  of  the  Act,  in 
conformity  with  which  he  may  serve  notice  on  the  company  re- 
quiring them  to  present  their  petition,  or  to  take  the  alternative  of 
paying  the  amount  of  compensation  named  in  his  notice ;  when,  if 
they  still  delay  for  twenty-one  days,  they  become  liable  to  the 
claimant  for  such  compensation  with  expenses  (b). 

On  receipt  of  the  petition  from  the  company,  the  Sheriff  must  Supamoning 
summon  a  jury  of  twenty-five  indifferent  persons,  duly  qualified  as 
common  jurymen  in  the  Court  of  Session,  to  meet  at  a  time  and 
place  named  in  the  warrant  (sec.  39).  Of  the  time  and  place  so 
fixed  the  company  must  give  at  least  ten  days'  notice  to  the  claim- 
ant or  his  known  agent  (sec.  40)  (c).  Of  the  jurors  appearing  on 
the  summons,  a  jury  of  thirteen  is  drawn  by  ballot ;  and  if  an  insuffi- 
cient number  attend,  bystanders  or  others  that  can  be  most  readily 
procured  with  the  due  qualification,  may  be  called  upon  to  serve. 


interdict ;  but  the  Court,  holding  that 
the  intimation  by  the  law  agents 
was  a  declaration  of  option  on  the 
part  of  the  railway  to  purchase,  it 
not  being  averred  that  their  agents 
were  acting  without  authority,  and 
that  such  declaration  constituted, 
under  the  statute,  a  completed  con- 
tract of  sale,  refused  the  application. 
— Glcutgow  and  Monkland  Ra.  Co,  y. 
Glasgow  Waterworks  Co,,  1849,  11 
D.  1163. 

(a)  Edinburgh,  Perth,  and  Dundee 
Ra.  Co.  V.  Leven,  1848,  10  D.  1013; 
aff.  1852,  1  Maoq.  284. 

(6)  This  does  not,  however,  hold 
good  where  the  claim  does  not  set  forth 
any  relevant  ground  for  asking  com- 
pensation. This  is  very  different  from 
the  case  where  a  relevant  ground  being 
stated,  the  company  denies  its  accu- 


racy ;  and  therefore,  where  no  relevant 
claim  had  been  set  forth,  it  was  held 
that  the  statutory  penalty  was  not  in- 
curred.— Edinburgh  and  Leith  Glass 
Co.  V.  North  Bntish  Ra.  Co.,  1862,  24 
D.  1236.  A  tenant  must  also  state  his 
claim,  so  that  the  full  amount  may  at 
once  be  paid,  and  not  as  a  yearly  pay- 
ment.— Falconer  v.  Aberdeen  Ra.  Co., 
1853,  15  D.  352. 

(c)  It  is  very  singular  that  the 
Scotch  Act  contains  no  provision  re- 
quiring the  Sheriff  to  give  notice  to 
the  company  of  the  time  and  place 
appointed  by  him  for  the  inquisition, 
though  they  are  required  to  give  notice 
of  these  particulars  to  the  claimant. 
This  provision  is  contained  in  the  cor- 
responding English  Act,  s.  41.  The 
omission  is  evidently  an  oversight. 
The  notice  is  always  given  in  practice. 
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Prowdure 
at  inquo:3t. 


lU^giilations 
ufl  to  jury. 


Any  of  those  drawn  are  liable  to  be  challenged  on  cause  shown, 
and  each  party  has  besides  three  peremptory  challenges  (sec.  41). 

At  the  request  of  either  party  the  jury  may  be  special.  If  the 
request  proceed  from  the  claimant,  he  must  give  notice  to  the  com- 
pany before  they  have  presented  their  petition  to  the  Sheriff,  that 
is,  before  elapse  of  the  ten  days  after  he  received  notice  of  their 
intention  to  present  their  petition.  But  the  company  may  have  a 
special  jury  without  giving  notice  to  the  claimant.  On  receipt  of 
the  petition  for  a  special  jury,  the  Sheriff  summons  both  parties 
before  him  at  a  time  and  place  appointed  by  him  (not  less  than  five 
days  from  the  service  of  the  summons),  to  strike  the  jury  in  the 
ordinary  manner.  He  then  names  a  day,  of  which  he  gives  four 
days'  notice,  for  reducing  the  jury  to  twenty.  The  mode  of  doing 
this  is  that  observed  in  the  Court  of  Session  (sec.  53).  The 
special  jury  consists  of  thirteen  of  the  twenty  who  first  appear  on 
their  names  being  called,  subject  to  lawful  challenge.  Any  defi- 
ciency in  the  number  may  be  made  up  from  such  other  disinte- 
rested  persons,  qualified  as  common  jurors,  as  chance  to  be  in 
attendance  or  can  readily  be  procured,  and  who  have  not  been 
previously  struck  off  the  list,  and  are  not  validly  challenged.  The 
trial  is  attended  with  the  like  incidents,  consequences,  and  penalties 
as  those  of  a  trial  by  a  common  jury  (sec.  54).  Any  other  inqniiy 
than  that  for  which  the  jury  have  been  struck  and  reduced  may 
be  tried  before  them,  provided  the  parties  to  it  give  their  consent 
(sec.  55). 

The  Sheriff  presides  at  the  inquisition,  the  claimant  is  deemed 
to  be  the  pursuer,  and  the  mode  of  procedure  is  the  same  as  that 
in  criminal  trials;  the  verdict  is  consequently  returnable  by  a 
majority.  At  the  desire  of  either  party,  the  Sheriff  will  order  a  view 
by  seven  or  more  of  the  jury  (sec.  42) ;  and  on  a  written  request 
by  either  party,  he  will  summon  any  person  as  a  witness  (sec  44). 

The  jury  are  subject  to  the  same  regulations,  pains,  and  penal- 
ties as  apply  in  civil  causes  in  the  Court  of  Session ;  but,  in 
addition,  any  juror,  whether  common  or  special,  who,  without  a 
reasonable  excuse,  fails  to  appear,  refuses  to  be  sworn,  or  otherwise 
neglects  his  duty,  forfeits  a  sum  not  exceeding  £10.  Such  penal- 
ties, as  far  as  they  go,  are  applied  to  the  cost  of  the  inquisition 
(sec.  43).     A  witness,  in  like  manner,  failing  to  appear,  after  being 
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dtilj  sammoned  and  tendered  his  ^  reasonable  expenses/  or  on 
appearing,  refusing  to  be  examined  on  oath,  forfeits  a  sum  not 
exceeding  £10  to  the  party  aggrieved,  besides  being  subject  to  the 
same  regulations,  pains,  and  penalties  as  an  ordinary  witness  in 
any  other  cause  (sec.  45). 

If  the  claimant  do  not  appear,  no  further  procedure  takes  place  What  if  claim- 
before  the  jury,  but  the  compensation  is  ascertained  by  a  valuator  appear. 
appointed  by  the  Sheriff,  as  afterwards  explained  (sec.  46).     If  the 
claimant  appears,  the  Sheriff  swears  the  jury  that  they  will  *  truly  and 
faithfully  inquire  of  and  assess'  the  compensation  or  damage  ;  and 
he  also  swears  such  persons  as  are  called  to  give  evidence  (sec.  47). 

When  the  claim  is  both  for  the  value  of  the  land  purchased  and  Form  of 
for  compensation  for  injury  to  lands  held  therewith,  the  verdict 
contains  two  findings  of  compensation — one  applicable  to  each  part 
of  the  claim.     The  parties  may,  however,  agree  to  dispense  with 
such  separate  finding  (sec.  48). 

The  Sheriff  gives  judgment  for  the  amount  assessed,  and  signs  Duties  of 
the  verdict  and  judgment,  which  are  kept  by  the  Sheriff-clerk 
among  the  records  of  the  court.  They  are  deemed  records,  and 
they  or  official  copies  are  declared  good  evidence.  All  persons 
may  inspect  and  have  copies  or  extracts  of  them  for  a  small  pay- 
ment (sec.  49). 

The  expenses  of  the  inquisition  must  be  borne  by  the  company,  costs. 
unless  the  verdict  be  given  for  the  same  or  a  less  sum  than  that 
offered  (a),  or  unless  the  claimant  fail  to  appear  at  the  trial  after 
having  received  due  notice.  In  either  of  these  cases  the  expenses 
are  divided,  under  deduction  of  the  Sheriff's  remuneration,  which 
is  always  laid  on  the  company  (sees.  50,  51).  In  case  of  difference, 
the  amount  of  expenses  is  settled  by  the  Sheriff ;  and  the  Act  care- 
fully ascertains  what  are  to  be  considered  proper  claims  of  expenses 
and  remuneration  on  the  part  of  that  official  (sec.  51).  If  the 
amount  of  expenses  to  be  borne  by  the  company  be  not  paid  within 
seven  days,  they  may  be  recovered  under  the  Sheriff's  warrant  by 
poinding  and  sale.      Expenses  payable  by  the  claimant  may  be 

(a)  In  a  case  where  the  special  Act  of  being  compared,  by  reason  of  a  dif - 

contained  provisions  similar  to  those  ference  in  the  media  concludendi,  the 

afterwards    embodied    in  the  Lands  statutory  provisions  do  not  apply. — 

Clauses  Act,  it  was  held  that  when  the  Speirs  v.  Ardrossan  Canal  Co,,  1827, 

offer  and  the  verdict  are  not  capable  5  S.  714. 
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retained  by  the  company  out  of  the  compensation  awarded,  and  the 
balance,  if  any,  of  such  expenses  may  be  recovered  as  before  by 
poinding  and  sale  (sec.  52). 

It  has  been  held  in  England,  that  the  jnry  have  no  power  to 
inquire  whether  the  claimant  has  a  proper  right  or  title  to  compen- 
sate, but  must  assume  that  he  possesses  this,  and  assess  compensation 
accordingly  (a).  This,  however,  as  an  absolute  proposition,  has  been 
doubted  (b).  It  has  also  been  held  that  the  SherifiF  and  jury  cannot 
inquire  into  the  validity  or  import  of  what  took  place  prior  to  the 
petition  to  the  Sheriff,  but  must  go  on  with  the  inquisition  though 
their  proceedings  may  ultimately  prove  a  nullity  (c).  The  juiy 
may,  however,  find  that  no  compensation  is  due  (d). 


INQUISITION  BY  VALUATORS. 


Compensation 
by  valuators. 


Remedies  of 
claimant  if 
dissatisfied. 


If  the  party  entitled  to  compensation  cannot  treat  with  the 
company  in  consequence  of  being  absent  from  the  kingdom,  or 
cannot  after  diligent  search  be  found,  or  fails  to  appear  at  the 
inquisition  after  due  notice,  the  compensation  for  permanent  injun 
is  assessed  by  a  valuator  appointed  by  the  SherifiF  on  application  by 
the  company  (sees.  56,  67).  Before  entering  on  the  duties  of  his 
office  the  valuator  makes  and  subscribes  an  oath  de  fideli  admims- 
tratione^  adhibited  to  his  nomination  (sec.  58)  ;  and  the  valuation, 
wlien  made  by  the  valuator,  with  his  nomination  and  oath  attached 
to  it,  must  be  preserved  by  the  company,  and  be  produced  by  them 
at  any  time  to  all  having  interest  (sec.  59)  («).  The  whole  expenses 
of  this  method  of  assessing  compensation  fall  on  the  company  (sec  60). 

If  the  owner  should  afterwards  be  dissatisfied  with  the  amount 
of  compensation  thus  awarded,  he  may,  before  applying  to  the 
Court  for  payment  or  investment,  have  the  matter  submitted  to 
arbitration  by  giving  notice  to  that  eflfect  in  writing  to  the  compnv 


(a)  R.  V.  Lond,  and  Nor.-  West,  Ra. 
Co.y  3  E.  and  B.  443 ;  Chapman  v. 
Monmouth,  Ra.  Co.,  2  H.  and  N.  277 ; 
Metropolitan  Ra.  Co.,  32  Law  Jour. 
(Q.  B.)  367. 

(6)  See  per  Erie,  C.  J.,  in  R.  v. 
Lond.  and  Nor,'  West.  Ra,  Co.,  supra ; 
and  per  Willes,  J.,  in  Chapman  v. 
Monmouth.  Ra,  Co.^  supra. 


(c)  Taylor  v.  Clenison^  2  Q.  B.  978: 
Ostler  V.  Cookej  18  Q.  B.  831. 

(d)  R.  V.  Lancaster  and  Preston  Rs^ 
Co.,  6  Q.  B.  759. 

(e)  The  want  of  the  declaration  on 
oath  has  been  held  to  nullify  the  vbcJt 
proceedings.  Midland  Ra.  (V  ▼• 
Gray,  1850,  13  D.  410. 
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(sec.  63).  In  sach  a  case  the  arbiters  merely  determine  whether 
the  sum  awarded  was  sufficient,  or  whether  any  and  what  further 
sum  should  be  paid  (sec.  64).  If  they  award  the  claimant  a  further 
sum,  it  must  be  paid  or  deposited  within  fourteen  days  from  the 
date  of  the  decree-arbitral,  after  which  it  may  be  enforced  by  dili- 
gence, or  recovered  by  action,  with  costs  (sec.  65).  If  the  arbiters 
find  the  previous  valuation  sufficient,  they  have  the  costs  of  the 
second  inquisition  in  their  discretion  ;  if  a  further  sum  is  awarded, 
such  costs  must  be  borne  by  the  company  (sec.  66). 

It  is  observable  that  the  statute  gives  no  riffht  to  this  second  Award  of 

-  ,  .  /•  •!    1  valuator,  when 

inquisition  to  persons  who,  after  due  notice,  have  failed  to  appear  final. 
at  the  inquisition  by  a  jury.     The  award  of  the  valuator  appointed 
in  such  cases  is  therefore  final. 


POW^ER  OF  REVIEW. 

« 

By  sec.  138  of  the  Act  it  is  declared  that  ^  no  proceeding  under  Cases  in  which 

DFOceediuflTS 

this  or  the  special  Act,  or  any  Act  incorporated  therewith,, shall  be  maybe 
quashed  or  vacated  for  want  of  form,  nor  shall  the  same  be  removed  ^^** 
by  suspension  or  otherwise  into  any  superior  court.'  The  corre- 
sponding section  of  the  English  Act  (8  Vict.  c.  18,  s.  145)  is  exactly 
the  same,  except  that  ^ certiorari^  is  substituted  for  ^suspension.'  At 
first  sight  it  might  be  supposed  that  these  enactments  rendered  the 
proceedings  final  and  conclusive.  It  has,  however,  been  decided  that 
this  is  not  their  proper  import;  and  that  while  the  right  of  review  is 
taken  away  in  all  cases  where  the  matters  to  be  inquired  into  have 
been  fairly  before  the  inquisition,  this  is  not  the  case  where  the 
statutory  tribunal  has  exceeded  its  jurisdiction.  Wherever,  therefore, 
it  can  be  shown  that  the  Sheriff,  the  arbiters,  or  the  jury  have  taken 
upon  them  to  deal  with  a  matter  not  remitted  to  them  for  inquisition, 
their  proceedings  may  be  quashed  by  suspension  or  reduction  in 
Scotland,  or  by  writ  of  certiorari  in  England  (a).  But  in  applying 
this  rule  the  Court  will  take  care  that,  under  pretext  of  impugn- 
ing the  jurisdiction,  the  provisions  of  the  Act  are  not  evaded  (&). 

(a)  Glasgow  and  MUston  Ra,  Co.  v.  229 ;  South  Wales  Ra,  Co,  v.  Richards, 

XiUhiU  Coal  Co,,  1860,  7  BeU's  App.  13   Q.   B.   988 ;  R.  v.  Sheffield  and 

325,   reversing    11    D.   827  (1848)  ;  Manchester  Ra,  Co,,  1  Rail.  Ca.  637. 

Caledonian  Ra,  Co,  v.  Ogilvy,  1863,  (6)  R,  v.  Sheffield  Ra,  Co.,  1  Rail. 

15  D.  410,  as  reversed  1855,  2  Maoq.  Ca.  637  ;  R.  v.  Lancaster  and  Preston 
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The  Court  will  also  interfere  if  the  proceedings  are  impeached  on 
the  ground  of  malversation  or  undue  interest  on  the  part  of  the 
Sheriff  (a).    It  must  be  observed,  however,  that  in  all  such  cases  the 
party  seeking  review  may  be  estopped  by  conduct  or  acquiescence 
from  taking  an  objection  which  otherwise  would  be  successful  (6). 
Estimation  and         In  estimating  the  purchase-money  or  compensation, — whether 
of  ^he  (X)mi^n-  ^^^^  ^  ^^ne  by  the  Sheriff,  by  arbitration,  by  a  jury,  or  by  valua- 
tors,— regard  must  be  had  not  only  to  the  value  of  the  land  taken, 
but  also  to  the  damage  consequent  upon  severance  or  other  injuiy 
attending  the  proceedings  of  the  company  in  the  execution  of  their 
undertaking  (sec.  61).     In  England,  however,  it  was  held  that  this 
provision,  where  it  occurred  in  a  special  act  passed  prior  to  the 
general  statute,  was  directory  only,  and  not  in  the  nature  of  a 
condition  avoiding  the  verdict  if  not  complied  with,  at  least  where 
the  point  had  not  been  raised  at  the  trial  (c). 

The  amount  finally  determined  as  compensation  must  be  appor- 
tioned among  all  parties  having  interest  who  appear  as  claimants. 
This,  however,  docs  not  preclude  any  party  having  a  separate 
interest  from  having  it  ascertained  separately  (sec.  62)  (d).  This 
provision  has  been  rigidly  interpreted  in  England ;  and  when  the  in- 
quisition did  not  specify  the  amount  of  compensation  to  which  each 
claimant  was  entitled,  the  proceedings  were  declared  void,  and  anew 
inquiry  was  directed  (e).  The  company  cannot  object  to  the  con- 
signed money  being  uplifted  by  the  proprietor  until  the  issue  of  a 
reduction  of  the  claim  in  his  favour  which  they  have  instituted  (/)• 
It  may  happen  that,  though  no  excess  of  jurisdiction,  nor  any 
malversation  on  the  part  of  the  presiding  officer  can  be  alleged,  yet 
one  of  the  parties  has  met  with  injustice  through  the  perverseness 
or  mistake  of  some  of  the  jury.     In  such  a  case  it  is  very  doubtfol 


Apportion- 
ment. 


What  if  injus- 
tice arise  from 
mistake  of  the 
jury. 


Ra.  Co.,  6  Q.  B.  759;  R.  v.  Land,  and 
Nortli'  West.  Ra.  Co.,  3  E.  and  B.  443. 

(a)  R.  v.  London  and  North- 
Western  Ra.  Co.,  9  L.  T.  (N.  S.) 
423  ;  R.  V.  Justices  of  West  Riding 
of  York,  6  T.  R.  629  ;  R.  v.  Chelten- 
ham  Commissioners,  1  Q.  B.  467  ; 
South  Wales  Ra.  Co.  v.  Richards,  13 
Q.  B.  988.     See  '  Jurisdiction.' 

(6)  R.  Y.  Committee  of  South  Holland 
Drainage,  8  A.  and  £.  429. 


(c)  London  and  Greenurich  Ila.  C".. 
2  A.  and  E.  678 ;  Corrigal  v.  L(md<» 
and  BlackwaU  Ra.  Co.,  5  M.  and  6r. 
219,  3  Rail.  Ca.  411. 

(d)  As,  for  example,  in  the  caie  of 
tenants. — Falconer  v.  Aberdeen  Ba. 
Co.,  1853,  15  D.  852. 

(e)  R.  V.  Norwich  and  WalUm  T^m 
5  Ad.  and  E.  563. 

(/)  Fortune  v.  Edinburgh  and  Bath- 
gate Ra.  Co.,  1849,  11  D.  531. 
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if  the  Court  would  interfere.  In  an  English  case,  the  Court 
refused  a  mandamus  to  compel  the  issuing  of  a  new  precept  bj 
the  company  to  the  Sheriff  to  summon  a  jury,  though  the  applica- 
tion was  made  on  the  grounds  of  misdirection,  of  improper  rejection 
of  evidence,  of  the  verdict  being  against  evidence,  and  of  the 
damages  being  grossly  insu£Scient  (a). 

APPORTIONMENT  AND  APPLICATION  OF  COMPENSATION-MONET. 

If  the  claimant  possess  the  lands  in  fee-simple,  and  labours  Procedure 

Y/liere  cl&iiii~ 

under  no  legal  disqualification,  he  of  course  is  the  proper  person  to  ants  are  pos- 
receive  payment  of  the  sums  awarded;  but  as  the  Act  enables  quaUfied 
persons  possessing  merely  a  qualified  or  partial  interest  to  convey,    ^  ^^  ^  ^' 
it  also  makes  special  provision  for  the  application  of  the  purchase- 
money  or  compensation  in  such  cases. 

The  following  are  the  parties  falling  under  these  provisions : 
— Corporations ;  heirs  of  entail ;  lif  erenters  ;  married  women  seised 
in  their  own  right,  or  entitled  to  any  interest  out  of  land ;  husbands 
representing  their  wives,  or  possessing  in  courtesy ;  guardians  for 
pupils  and  minors,  for  lunatics,  or  others  under  disability;  and  judi- 
cial factors,  trustees,  executors ;  and  generally  any  persons  whose 
interest  being  qualified,  are  only  entitled  to  convey  by  force  of  the 
statutory  provisions. 

If  the  compensation  payable  to  such  persons,  either  for  lands  Application 

,  where  com- 

or   consequential   or   permanent  damage,  amounts   to  or  exceeds  pensationto 
£200,  it  must  be  consigned  in  a  chartered  or  incorporated  bank,  amounts  to 
until  it  can  be  applied  to  one  or  other  of  the  following  purposes,  upwards. 
under  authority  of  the  Court  of  Session  (6). 

1.  In  the  purchase  or  redemption  of  the  land-tax,  or  in  dis- 
charging  any  debt  or  incumbrance  affecting  the  lands  in  question, 
or  other  lands  settled  therewith  on  the  same  heirs,  or  for  the  same 
trusts  or  purposes,  or  affecting  succeeding  heirs  of  entail  in  such 
lands,  whether  created  by  the  entailer,  or  in  virtue  of  powers  given 
by  the  entail,  or  conferred  by  statute  (c)  (sec.  67). 

(a)  R.  y.  East  Counties  Ra,  Co,,  in  the  Act,  it  always  means  one  of  the 

3  Ra.  Ga.  466.     See  also  R.  v.  London  incorporated  or  chartered  banks  in 

and  North'  Western  Ra,  Co.,  3  B.  and  Scotland  (sec.  3). 
B.  475 ;  Re  Stroud,  8  G.  B.  502.  (c)  Under  the  head  of  debts  con- 

(6)   When  the  word  bank  is  used  tracted  under  statutory  authority  may 
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2.  In  the  purchase  of  other  lands,  to  be  conveyed,  limited,  and 
settled  upon  the  same  heirs,  and  the  like  trusts  and  purposes,  and 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  lands  in  question  (a)  (sec.  67). 

In  carr}'ing  out  this  provision,  it  is  declared  to  be  unnecessary 
to  engross  verbatim,  or  to  mention  specifically  in  the  new  titles,  the 
provisions  or  conditions  of  the  old  investiture,  but  to  be  suflBcient 
to  refer  to  the  old  deeds  by  their  dates,  and  to  declare  that  the 
new  lands  are  held  under  the  same  conditions,  trusts,  and  purposes, 
and  to  record  the  title-deeds  containing  such  general  references 


be  mentioned  debts  for  improvements, 
under  10  Geo.  in.  c.  51. — Marquis  of 
Bute,  1847, 19  Jur.  414.  A  party  pos- 
sessing two  separate  estates,  under  two 
different  deeds  of  entail,  was  found 
not  entitled  to  apply  the  price  of  lands 
taken  from  one  estate  to  improvement 
debts  contracted  on  the  other,  there 
having  been  a  slight  variance  in  the 
destination.- C()6'Ara?i6, 1850, 13  D.  293. 
(a)  From  these  two  provisions  it 
appears  that  compensation  -  money, 
obtained  for  property  under  entail, 
ought  to  be  applied  in  the  first  place 
in  payment  of  debts  existing  under 
and  authorized  by  the  entail  or  by 
statutory  provision  ;  and  next,  if  any 
surplus  remains,  it  ought  to  be  laid  out 
in  the  purchase  of  new  lands,  to  be 
brought  under  the  fetters  of  the  en- 
tail in  the  same  manner  as  those  dis- 
posed of.  No  discretion  is  allowed  to 
the  heir  in  possession  to  settle  or  apply 
the  money  otherwise  than  as  the  Act 
directs. — Midland  Ra,  Co.  v.  Gray^ 
1850,  13  D.  410.  The  word  lands 
includes  all  kinds  of  heritage ;  and  it 
was  held  that  the  price  of  part  of  a 
glebe,  taken  by  a  company,  might  be 
invested  in  the  purchase  of  feu-duties. 
^Presbytery  of  Ayr,  1842,  4  D.  630. 
The  lands  of  a  municipal  corporation 
are  all  held  for  the  same  or  the  like 
uses ;  therefore,  the  price  of  one  part 
of  Buch  lands  may  be  applied  in  re- 
demption of  incumbrances  affecting 
other  lands  held  by  the  same  corpora- 
tion.— Ex  parte  Corporation  of  Cam- 


bridge^ 6  Rail.  Gases  204.  A  deci- 
sion apparently  adverse  to  this  was 
given  in  the  Scotch  case  of  MagistraifM 
of  Dumbarton,  1852,  14  D.  678;  l»t 
its  authority  is  very  doubtful.  It  has 
been  held  that  the  expense  of  opposing 
a  bill  in  Parliament  for  a  railway, 
which  was  proposed  to  run  throagh 
the  estate  in  such  a  way  as  to  de- 
teriorate its  value,  ought  to  be  de- 
frayed from  the  price  of  the  lands  sold, 
the  two  nearest  heirs  consenting.— 
Campbell,  1847,  9  D.  397.  The  Court 
will  not  sanction  payment  of  com- 
pensation-money to  an  heir  of  entail 
on  a  bond  granted  by  him  over  lands 
which  he  holds  in  fee-simple,  until  an 
opportunity  occurs  for  a  permanent  in- 
vestment, in  terms  of  the  Act. — /»»«, 
1848, 10  D.  870.  Gompensation-money 
for  part  of  an  entailed  estate  was  sanc- 
tioned to  be  applied  in  extinction  of 
debts  caused  by  improvements  made 
under  the  Act  of  George  m.  c.  51.— 
Marqiiis  of  Bute,  1847,  19  Jur.  414; 
M airhead,  1853,  15  D.  517.  Sec  as  to 
application  of  consigned  compensation- 
money  in  the  case  of  entailed  estatei, 
Geiis,  1853,  16  D.  520 ;  Frastr  t. 
Lovat,  1852,  14  D.  916  ;  LordJ<mt 
Stuart,  1855,  17  D.  378;  irauf^ope, 
1855, 17  D.  1031 ;  Earl  of  Strathmcre, 
1856,  18  D.  1212;  Lord  EHbank, 
1858,  20  D.  794  ;  Duke  of  Hamilton, 
1858,  20  D.  1134,  and  21  D.  Ii4. 
See  also  uxx)n  this  subject  genaidly 
Duncan^s  Manual,  which  contains  a 
full  resume  of  all  the  authorities. 
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in  the  Register;  yet  it  is  provided  that  on  the  first  occasion  of 
completing  titles,  the  new  lands  may  be  introduced,  where  they  will 
descend  regularly,  as  part  and  parcel  of  the  original  estate  (sec.  73). 

3.  Such  money  as  is  paid  for  buildings  taken  or  injured  by  the 
proximity  of  the  works,  is  to  be  expended  in  removing  or  replacing 
such  buildings,  or  in  substituting  others  in  their  place,  as  the  Court 
may  direct  (sec.  67)  (a). 

Lastly,  if  none  of  these  modes  of  application  present  themselves, 
payment  is  directed  to  be  made  to  the  party  absolutely  entitled  to 
the  money  (sec.  67). 

It  must  be  observed  that,  in  cases  falling  under  the  provisions  Persons  with 
of  this  section,  the  claimant  seems  to  have  no  right  to  settle  claims  qualified  rights 

,  have  no  power 

of  compensation  otherwise  than  as  directed  by  the  statute.     Hence  to  settle  claims 
a  succeeding  heir  of  entail  was  held  not  bound  by  an  agreement  tion,  but  as 
made  by  his  predecessor,  in  terms  of  which  the  compensation  was  tho^ct    ^ 
settled  by  way  of  a  feu-duty — ^no  such  mode  of  settlement  being 
mentioned  in  this  part  of  the  statute  (b). 

Until  the  money  can  be  applied  in  terms  of  the  statutory  pro-  Temporary 

consignation 

visions,  it  is  retained  at  interest  in  the  chartered  or  incorporated  in  bank. 
bank  where  it  was  consigned  as  already  mentioned,  or  invested  in 
the  funds;  or  laid  out  in  heritable  security ;  and  the  proceeds  are 
paid  to  the  party  who,  for  the  time  being,  would  have  been  entitled 
to  the  rents  or  profits  of  the  lands  (sec.  68).  If  the  money  is  con- 
signed in  any  other  than  a  chartered  or  incorporated  bank,  as 
required  by  the  Act,  Ijie  company  will  be  liable  to  the  party  entitled 
to  receive  the  proceeds  in  interest  at  5  per  cent,  so  long  as  it  remains 


(a)  This  at  least  appears  to  be  the 
only  possible  meaning  of  the  clause  in 
the  Act,  and  it  is  obtained  bj  omit- 
ting the  word  *or'  before  the  words 
*  in  removing  or  replacing  such  build- 
ings.^ If  the  conjunction  be  re- 
tained, the  clause  seems  to  be  without 
meaning ;  and  its  insertion  is  the  more 
probably  a  typographical  error,  since  it 
does  not  appear  in  the  corresponding 
clause  of  the  English  Act  (sec.  69). 

It  has  been  decided  that  the  Act 
does  not  sanction  the  application  of 
the  money  in  this  manner,  unless  the 
dilapidation  has  been  caused  by  the 


act  of  the  company,  and  compensation 
has  been  obtained  specially  on  this 
account.  The  Court,  however,  in  the 
circumstances  of  a  particular  case — 
one  of  trust— did  not  apply  so  strict 
an  interpretation. — Blair's  Trs.^  1862, 
14  D.  496.  In  England,  a  small  sum 
of  money  deposited  in  court,  to  be 
laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  lands  to  be 
settled  to  the  like  uses,  has  been 
ordered  to  be  applied  to  new  erec- 
tions.— Ez  parte  SJiaw^  4  Y.  and  C. 
606. 

(b)  Midland  Ra.  Co,  v.  Gray,  1850, 
13  D.  410. 
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thus  improperly  invested  (a).  In  the  case  of  Innes  (6),  the  Court, 
after  consultation  of  both  Divisions,  intimated  that  for  the  future 
they  would  not  sanction  the  investing  of  the  money  obtained  for 
purchase  of  entailed  lands  on  other  lands  held  in  fee-simple  bj  the 
heir  in  possession. 

Application  of  The  Court  of  Scsslou  c^  alone  determine  and  sanction  the 

regulated  by      ultimate  application  of  the  nu^y  on  petition  of  the  party  interested. 

Session,  In  cases  of  entail,  intimation  of  this  petition  is  required  to  be  made 

to  the  three  next  him  (if  so  many  exist)  in  the  usual  manner  {e). 
The  Sheriff  has  no  authority  to  grant  warrant  for  uplifting  or 
applying  the  money  (d). 

where  it  ex-  If  the  compeusation-mouey  exceed  £20,  but  be  under  £200,  it 

ceeds  £20,  but  ..  i         -»  •!•  v.i  •  ^jii_j 

is  under  £200 ;  ^^Y  either  be  consigned  in  a  chartered  or  mcorporated  bank,  and 

applied  as  directed  in  the  former  case,  or  else  it  may  be  paid  to  two 
trustees  named  by  the  party  entitled  to  the  rents  or  profits  of  the 
lands  by  writing  under  his  hand.  In  case  of  coverture,  infancy, 
lunacy,  or  other  incapacity  of  such  party,  the  trustees  may  be 
named  by  the  husband,  guardian,  judicial  factor,  etc.,  or  trustee. 
But  this  last  mode  of  application  can  only  be  made  when  the  com- 
pany approve  of  it  and  of  the  parties  named  as  trustees.  The 
money  and  its  proceeds  must  then  be  applied  by  the  tropes  in  the 
same  manner  as  money  paid  into  the  bank.  The  sanction  of  the 
Court  is  not  necessary  (sec.  69). 

where  it  does  If  the  money  does  not  exceed  £20,  it  is  paid  directly  to  the 

not.  fiicpfti^d  .£20*  • 

'  parties  entitled  to  the  compensation;  and  in  case  of  legal  incapacilj; 

to  their  respective  administrators  as  before  mentioned  (sec.  70). 

where  it  ex-  -^  purchasc  or  compcnsatiou-money  exceeding  £20  payable  by 

^plfyfbie  ^^  ^^®  company  under  a  contract  with  a  party  not  entitled  to  dispose 

w^fha  part^^*  ^^  ^^®  lands  absolutely  for  his  own  purposes,  must  be  paid  into  the 

not  entitled  to    bank,  or  to  trustces  as  above  directed.     The  party  makinc:  the  con- 
dispose  of  the  '  r      J  o 

laufis  abso-        tract  canuot  retain  any  of  the  money  for  his  own  uses  as  a  com- 
pensation for  the  lands  taken,  etc.,  as  a  consideration  for  his  QOt 

(a)  MethverCs  Trs,  v.  Edinburgh,  Hepburn,  1852,  14  D.  986;  G<^ 
Perth,  and  Dundee  Ra,  Co.,  1861,  13  meil,  1847,  10  D.  45  ;  Wandufpt. 
D.  1262.  1865,    17  D.   1031.       See   Dump's 

(b)  1848,  10  D.  870.  Manual,  433. 

(c)  Sir  Samuel  Stirling  v.  Edinburgh  (d)  Edinburgh,  Perth,  and  D^^ 
and  Glasgow  Ka,  Co,,  1861, 14  D.  206  ;      Ra,  Co,,  1850,  22  Jur.  573. 
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opposing  the  company's  bill,  or  in  lieu  of  accommodation  works ; 
but  the  whole  must  be  deemed  to  have  been  contracted  to  be  paid 
for  the  benefit  of  all  interested  in  the  lands^  whether  in  possession 
or  expectancy.  The  Court,  however,  or  the  trustees,  as  the  case 
may  be,  have  a  discretionary  power  to  allot  to  liferenters  or  others 
possessing  a  qualified  interest,  a  portion  of  the  money  as  a  compen- 
sation for  any  injury  or  annoyance  they  may  sustain  from  the  com- 
pany's operations,  independently  of  the  loss  of  the  lands  taken,  or 
of  injury  to  other  lands  held  therewith  (sec.  71). 

When  money  is  paid  into  the  bank  in  respect  of  leases  or  other  Application 
rights  in  land,  less  than  that  of  the  fee,  or  in  respect  of  any  rever-  Z  dep<5ted  lu 
sion  dependent  on  such  rights,  the  Court  may,  on  application  by  ^^J^g^^* 
the  party  so  interested,  direct  the  money  to  be  invested  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  give  him  the  same  benefit  as  he  would  have  had  from 
his  lease  or  other  limited  right  (sec.  72). 


OBLIGATIONS  ON  OWNER,  ETC.,  WHEN  MONET  HAS  BEEN 

PAID  OB  CONSIGNED. 

When   the   compensation-money  is   tendered  to   the   owner,  obUgatioiui 
consigned  in  bank,  or  paid  to  trustees,  as  the  case  may  be,  the  ^uste^etc 
party  empowered  to  convey  is  bound  to  do  so  as  the  company 
may  direct:  on  his  failure  to  do  so,  the  Act  provides  the  following 
remedies : — 

1.  If  a  party  absolutely  entitled  to  the  money  refuse  to  receive  Eemedy  where 

,  .      ,  ,.     ,  .  owner  refuses 

it,  and  to  grant  a  conveyance  as  requu'ed,  or  to  discharge  an  mcum-  to  receive  the 

brance  connected  therewith,  or  be  unable  to  do  so,  or  if  he  be  absent  convey. 

from  the  kingdom,  cannot  be  found,  or  fail  to  appear  at  the  inquest, 

the  company  may  deposit  the  money  in  bank  to  account  of  the 

party  (describing  him  as  accurately  as  they  can),  and  to  remain 

subject  to  the  control  of  the  Court  (sec.  75).     Upon  this,  the  cashier 

is  required  to  give  the  company  or  their  agent  a  receipt,  stating  for 

whose  use  and  for  what  purchase  the  deposit  is  made.     They  may 

then  expede  a  notarial  instrument,  describing  the  lands,  and  stating 

the  circumstances  under  which,  and  the  names  of  the  parties  to 

whose  credit,  the  deposit  has  been  made ;  and  this  document,  when 

stamped  as  a  conveyance,  vests  the  company  with  the  lands,  entitles 

them  to  immediate  possession,  and  when  registered  has  the  same 

2G 
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absolute  right 
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Powers  of 
Court  as  to 
payment  of 
expenses  by 
the  Company. 


effect  as  a  registered  conveyance  (sec.  76)  (a).  On  petition  by  the 
party  interested,  the  Court  may  summarily  direct  the  money  to  be 
invested  in  the  funds,  and  laid  out  on  heritable  security,  may  order 
its  distribution  among  those  interested,  and  make  such  other  order 
as  the  circumstances  seem  to  require  (sec.  77).  Until  the  contrary 
be  shown  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Court,  the  parties  in  possession  at 
the  date  of  the  purchase  are  deemed  to  be  the  owners ;  and  they  and 
all  claiming  under  them,  or  consistently  with  their  possession,  are 
deemed  entitled  to  the  deposited  money  and  its  proceeds  (sec.  78)  (i). 

2.  When  the  money  has  been  deposited  in  bank  by  reason  of  the 
parties  interested  in  the  lands  not  being  entitled  to  receive  it,  from 
legal  incapacity,  or  possessing  only  a  qualified  interest,  and  the  party 
empowered  to  convey  refuses  to  do  so  as  the  company  may  direct, 
or  fails  to  produce  a  valid  title,  the  company  may  obtain  investiture 
as  before  by  notarial  instrument,  which  gives  them  right  to  imme- 
diate possession.  This  instrument,  which  must  describe  the  lands  and 
state  the  purchase,  the  names  of  the  parties,  the  deposit  made,  and 
the  failure  to  grant  a  proper  conveyance,  has,  when  duly  stamped 
and  registered,  the  same  effect  as  a  registered  conveyance  (sec.  74). 

In  all  cases  of  monies  deposited  in  bank,  except  where  the 
deposit  has  been  made  in  consequence  of  refusal  or  inability  to 
convey  or  give  a  proper  title  as  before  mentioned,  the  Court  may 
order  the  expenses  of  the  following  matters,  and  all  reasonable 
expenses  relative  thereto,  to  be  paid  by  the  company : — 

The  expenses  of  the  purchase  or  taking  of  the  lands,  and  of  all 
matters  connected  therewith,  except  such  expenses  as  are  otherwise 
provided  for  in  the  Act ;  the  expenses  of  the  investment  of  the  price 
or  compensation  in  Government  or  real  securities,  of  their  reinvest- 
ment in  the  purchase  of  other  lands,  and  of  re-entailing  snch  lands, 
with  all  that  is  incident  thereto ;  the  expenses  of  obtaining  the 
proper  orders  for  any  of  these  purposes,  and  of  orders  for  the  paj- 


(a)  This  mode  of  completing  the 
titles  is  incompetent  when  the  seller  is 
able  and  willing  to  convey. — Grciham 
v.  Caledonian  Ra.  Co.,  1848,  10  D. 
496. 

(6)  In  Methceri's  Ex,  v.  Edinhurgh, 
Perth,  and  Dundee  Ra.  Co.,  supra,  it 
was  held  that  when  a  party  was  in 


possession  at  the  date  of  the  taking  of 
the  lands,  it  falls  apon  the  oompuij  to 
show  that  he  has  no  title,  and  tiiat  if 
they  fail  in  this  they  most  pay  him  tht 
damages  or  price.  When,  howevfft 
they  are  in  doubt  as  to  the  validitf  of 
title  offered,  their  remedy  is  to  ooDsigo 
in  terms  of  sec.  75  of  the  Act 
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# 
ment  of  the  dividends  and  interest  of  the  securities  upon  which 

such  monies  are  invested,  and  for  payment  of  the  principal  of  such 

monies,  or  of  the  securities  in  which  they  are  invested,  and  of  all 

proceedings  relative  thereto,  except  such   as   are   occasioned  by 

litigation  between  adverse  claimants.     But  it  must  be  observed, 

that  the  expense  of  one  application  only  for  reinvestment  in  land 

is  allowed,  unless  the  Court  think  it  to  be  for  the  benefit  of  the 

claimants  that  the  monies  should  be  invested  in  the  purchase  of 

land  in  different  sums,  and  at  different  times,  when  it  may  order 

such  additional  expenses  to  be  paid  by  the  company  (sec.  79)  (a). 

Forms  are  annexed  to  the  Act  for  feus  and  conveyance  of  the  Forms  of 
lands  purchased.  They  are  simple  in  themselves,  and  should  be 
departed  from  as  little  as  possible.  The  introduction  of  additional 
clauses  in  majorem  cautelam  cannot  make  the  title  stronger,  but 
may  occasion  much  unforeseen  embarrassment.  If  registered  in 
the  Particular  or  General  Register  of  Sasines  within  sixty  days 
from  the  last  date  they  bear,  such  feus  and  conveyances  give  a 
complete  and  valid  feudal  title  to  the  company  (sec.  80). 

It  would  seem,  however,  that  these  forms  of  conveyance  apply  statutory 
only  to  lands  taken  under  the  special  and  compulsatory  powers  which  apply  to  lands 
it  is  the  object  of  the  Act  to  confer  and  regulate.     Lands  acquired  ^compiSsa-' 

tory  power 

(a)  The  following  cases  have  been  is  entitled  to  the  expense  of  the  appli-  ^^^' 

decided  under  this  section  of  the  Act :  cation  to  uplift  money  consigned  as 

— ^A  railway  company  taking  lands,  the  value  of  the  lands  taken,  but  not 

and  oonsiguing  the  price  in  bank,  have  to   the   expense  of   constituting    his 

been  found  liable  in  the  expense  of  right  against  the  other  heirs  to  the 

applying  the  money  in  paying  off  the  money.  —  Erskine    v.    Aberdeen    Ra, 

cost  of  improvements  on  an  entailed  Co.,   1851,   14  D.   119.     Where  an 

estate  made  under  the  Montgomery  heir  of  entail  petitioned  the  Court  to 

Act. — Grant  v.  Edinburgh  and  Dundee  have  the  price  of  lands  taken  by  a 

Ra,   Co.^  1851,  13  D.  1015.    When  railway  company  applied  in  payment 

the  price  of  lands  taken  by  a  raOway  of  permanent  improvements,  in  terms 

company  was  to  be  invested  in  other  of  the  Entail  Amendment  Act,  he  was 

lands  to  be  entailed  in  lieu  of  those  found  entitled  to  the  cost  of  the  peti- 

taken,  the  company  were  found  liable  lion,  and  of  the  warrant  for  uplifting, 

not  only  in  the  expenses  of  the  pro-  but  not  to  the  expense  of  constituting 

ceedings,  and  of  making  the  new  en-  his  right  to  the  money  against  the 

tail,  but  also  in  those  incurred  by  the  other  heirs  of  entail. — Lord  Torphichen 

heir  in    possession,  in  obtaining  an  v.  Caled.  Ra,  Co,,  1851,  13  D.  1400. 

entry  with  the  superior  of  the  lands  In   the   circumstances    of   one  case, 

purchased. — Marquis  of  Titchfield  v.  it  was  held  that  a  railway  company 

Olasgow  and   South- West.  Ra.    Co.,  was  liable  for  the  expenses  of  two 

1853,  16  D.  908.    An  heir  of  entail  applications  to  the  Court  for  the  cost 
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pute, the  Lord 
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tenu iues  the 
amount  of 
costs. 


for  other  purposes  by  the  company  would  seem  not  to  fall  under  this 
category,  and  the  title  to  them  must  be  taken  to  the  corporation, 
or  to  trustees  for  the  company  (as  the  case  may  be),  in  the  usual 
forms.  The  Act  also  gives  the  option  of  completing  in  this  manner 
the  titles  to  lands  acquired  under  the  compulsatory  powers  (sec.  80). 

The  whole  expenses  of  the  conveyance,  including  those  *of 
establishing  the  title  to  such  lands,'  ^and  all  other  reasonable 
expenses  incident  to  the  investigation  of  such  title,'  must  be  borne 
by  the  company  (sec.  81).  In  interpreting  this  provision,  the  Court 
of  Session  have  held  that  the  expression  *  establishing  the  title  to 
such  lands '  does  not  refer  to  the  expense  of  making  up  titles  to 
his  property  in  the  person  of  the  owner,  but  applies  merely  to  that 
of  completing  them  in  favour  of  the  company;  completing  his  title 
by  the  owner  having  to  be  done  sooner  or  later,  whether  the  lands 
were  required  for  company  purposes  or  not  (a). 

The  amount  of  expenses  in  case  of  dispute  is  determined  and 
decerned  for  by  the  Lord  Ordinary  on  a  summary  petition.  It  has 
been  doubted  whether  his  judgment  is  final ;  but  review  is  always 
competent  where,  in  dealing  with  expenses,  he  travels  out  of  his  juris- 
diction (b).  The  costs  decerned  for  may  be  recovered  in  the  ordi- 
nary way,  or  by  poinding  and  sale,  as  provided  for  in  sec.  52.    The 


of  rdnvefitiug  consigDed  money. — 
Grant  v.  Edinburgh  and  Dundee  Ra. 
Co.,  1851,  18  D.  1015.  See  as  to  this 
also,  Lord  Elihank,  1858,  20  D.  794. 
An  arbiter  ordained  a  company  to 
deposit  the  sum  he  found  due  for  lands 
taken,  and  the  proprietor  to  grant  a 
disposition,  which  he  failed  to  do.  The 
company  having  consigned,  completed 
their  title  under  sec.  76  of  the  Act; 
but  it  was  held  notwithstanding,  that 
the  expense  of  an  application  to  uplift 
the  money  was  a  valid  charge  against 
the  company. — Moncrieff  v.  Edin.  and 
Glas.  Ra.  Co.,  1857,  19  D.  283.  A 
railway  company  acquired  part  of 
an  entailed  estate,  and  they  were  in- 
formed that  the  lands  were  burdened 
with  debts,  and  that  they  would  be 
liable  in  the  expense  of  new  securities 
rendered  necessary  by  taking  the  lands. 
The  holder  of  a  redeemable  bond  of 


security  having  insisted  on  a  hood  of 
corroboration  over  other  lands  por- 
chased  with  the  money  paid  by  the 
company,  it  was  held  that  theyirere 
liable  in  the  expense  of  the  bond.— 
Primrose  v.  Caled.  Ra.  Co.y  1848,  U 
D.  236.  A  railway  company  bar- 
ing agreed  with  a  proprietor  to  |»j 
him  a  certain  sum  ^  in  full  of  all  dains 
for  price  of  land,  agricultural  and 
severance  or  other  damage,^  '^^ 
found  liable  in  the  costs  of  reinTeet- 
ing  the  same,  with  the  expeofies  d 
entailing,  and  of  the  necessaiy  app^- 
cation  to  the  Court,  though  the  pric^^ 
paid  far  exceeded  the  value  of  the 
lands  under  the  statutory  Taluatioo- 
— Earl  of  Mansfield  v.  Glasgow  o^ 
Carlisle  Ra.  Co.,  1850,  13  D.  235. 

(a)  Graham  v.  Caledonian  Ra.  C<7m 
1848,  10  D.  495. 

(b)  Same  case. 
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expenses  of  taxation,  and  of  or  incident  to  the  application  to  the 
Lord  Ordinary,  must  be  borne  by  the  company,  unless  upon  such 
taxation  one-sixth  be  disallowed ;  in  which  case  they  fall  upon  the 
other  party,  and  as  ascertained  by  the  Lord  Ordinary,  are  deducted 
by  him  in  his  decemiture  for  the  general  expenses  (sec.  82). 

ENTRY  ON  LANDS. 

The  company  are  not  entitled  to  enter  on  the  lands  required  for  Payment  of 
their  undertaking  until  they  have,  paid  or  consigned  the  price  l^X'"^ 
(sec.  83),  except  with  consent  of  owners  and  occupiers ;  and  when 
they  have  entered  with  such  consent,  their  possession  cannot  after- 
wards be  disturbed.     The  recourse  is  to  enforce  payment  of  the 
compensation  (a). 

They  may,  however,  without  previous  consent,  enter  upon  the  Exception 

\irliere  entrv  is 

lands  for  the  purpose  merely  of  surveying,  ascertaining  the  nature  for  purposes  of 
of  the  soil,  etc.,  and  setting  out  the  line  of  the  works,  on  giving  not  ^'^^^y^^* 
less  than  three  and  not  more  than  fourteen  days'  notice  to  the 
owners  or  occupiers  (sec.  83)  {b).  But  in  order  to  this,  a  bargain 
must  have  been  already  concluded  with  the  owner  for  the  pur- 
chase, though  the  price  may  not  have  been  6xed  or  paid  (c).  And 
it  may  here  be  observed,  that  until  they  have  obtained  their 
special  act,  the  company  have  no  right  whatever  to  take  or  enter 
upon  any  lands  (d). 

If  the  company  are  desirous  of  commencing  more  important  Procednre 
and  permanent  operations  before  the  purchase-money  has  been  is  sought  for 
ascertained  and  paid  or  deposited,  they  may  do  so  on  depositing  in  ^  ^^^p^^tp**^ 
bank  the  sum  claimed  by  the  owner,  or  fixed  by  a  valuator  nomi- 
nated by  the  Sheriff  as  before  mentioned  if  the  owner  cannot  be 
found  (e)  ;  and  also,  if  required,  on  granting  a  bond  under  the  hand 
of  their  secretary,  with  two  sufficient  securities  approved  of  by  the 
Sheriff  in  case  the  parties  differ,  for  a  sum  equal  to  that  deposited,  for 
payment  or  consignation  of  the  amount  tdtimately  fixed  as  the  real 

(a)  Hudson  v.  Leeds  Ra.  Co.^  16  Q.  (c)  Dalgleish  v.  Stirling  and  Dun- 

B.  796.  fermline  Ra.  Co.,  1847,  9  D.  505,  19 

(6)  Sinking  pits  and  making  exca-  Jur.  208. 
vations    fall    under    this    provision.  (d)  Dalgleish  y.  Stirling  and  Dun- 

Fleming  v.  Caledonian  Ra.  Co.,  1847,  fermline  Ra,  Co.,  supra. 
9  D.  792,  19  Jur.  319.  («)  Sees.  56  et  seq. 
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compensation,  together  with  the  interest  thereof  at  5  per  cent., 
until  it  is  paid  or  deposited  (sec.  84).  Under  this  provision  it  has 
been  decided  that  an  incorporated  company,  such  as  a  railway,  is 
bound  to  find  the  two  securities  if  required,  and  that  a  bond  without 
these  is  not  sufficient  (a).  It  has  also  been  held  that  the  deposited 
money  is  only  intended  to  cover  the  purchase-money,  or  compen- 
sation claimed  by  the  parties  interested,  and  not  expenses  (6). 

On  being  paid  into  bank,  the  money  is  placed  to  account  of 
the  parties  interested,  subject  to  the  control  of  the  Court ;  and  the 
cashier  grants  a  receipt  to  the  company  or  their  agent,  specifying 
for  what  purpose  and  to  whose  credit  the  money  has  been  paid 
(sec.  85).  The  deposit  remains  as  a  security  for  performance  of 
the  bond  ;  but  on  petition  from  the  company,  it  may  be  ordered  to 
be  reinvested  in  the  public  funds,  or  on  heritable  security,  and 
accumulated.  When  the  conditions  of  the  bond  have  been  imple- 
mented, the  deposit  or  accumulated  sum  is  ordered  on  petition  to  be 
repaid  to  the  company ;  but  if  the  conditions  have  not  been  strictly 
implemented,  the  Court  may  order  it  to  be  applied  for  the  benefit 
of  the  parties  for  whose  security  it  has  been  deposited  (sec.  86)  (<?). 

If  the  company  or  their  contractors  wilfully  entep  upon  the 
land  without  consent,  or  without  payment  or  deposit  in  security  as 
above,  they  incur  a  penalty  of  £10  exclusive  of  damage,  and  both 
may  be  recovered  before  the  Sheriff.  For  every  day  they  continue 
in  wrongful  possession  after  this  conviction,  the  forfeit  is  £25, 
which,  with  expenses,  may  be  recovered  in  any  competent  court. 
It  is  sufficient,  however,  to  save  them  from  these  penalties,  that  they 
have  paid  or  deposited  as  required  by  the  statute,  for  behoof  of 
any  one  whom  they  bona  fide  believed  to  be  the  owner,  though  it 
should  afterwards  turn  out  that  they  were  in  error  (sec.  87). 

These  provisions  being  penal,  are  strictly  interpreted ;  but  the 
proviso  in  favour  of  the  company  receives  a  liberal  interpretation  (rf). 
They  have  been  held  in  England  not  to  deprive  the  owner  of  the 


(a)  Radcliffe  v.  Glasgow  and  Dum- 
fries Ra.  Co,,  1847,  9  D.  1462,  19  Jur. 
640. 

(h)  Edinburghy  Perth,  and  Dundee 
Railway  Company  y.  Hope,  1854,  16 
D.  1041. 

(r)  See,  as  to  this  provision,  ex  parte 


Stevens,  5  Ra.  Ca.  437 ;  ex  parte  Great 
North.  Ra.  Co.,  5  Ra,  Ca.  269 ;  f* 
parte  South  Wales  Ra.  Co.,  6  Ra.  C*. 
161. 

(d)  Per  Pollock,  C.  B.,  in  Hulduson 
V.  Manchester,  etc.,  Ra.  Co.,  3R«.C». 
748. 
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common  law  remedy  of  an  action  of  trespass  against  the  company, 
to  which,  however,  compliance  with  the  statutory  proviso  as  to  pay- 
ment and  deposit  may  be  pleaded  (a). 

The  decision  of  the  Sheriff  in  an  action  for  the  penalties  above  Decision  of 
mentioned  is  not  conclusive  as  to  the  right  of  entry  on  the  lands  ^ndL>J5 
by  the  company  (sec.  88). 

In  case  of  the  company  being  refused  possession  or  prevented 
from  entering,  they  are  empowered  to  force  entry  by  petition  to 
the  Sheriff.  The  expenses  of  this  proceeding  must  be  borne  by 
the  party  wrongfully  refusing  entry,  and  they  are  retained  out  of 
any  compensation-money  payable  to  such  party ;  and  if  none  such 
be  due,  or  if  it  prove  inadequate,  they  or  their  excess  may  be 
recovered  by  poinding  and  sale  (sec.  89). 

A  party  cannot  be  required  to  sell  or  convey  part  of  a  building,  Party  cannot 
if  he  be  willing  to  convey  the  whole  (sec.  90)  (6). 


PORTIONS  OF  INTERSECTED  LAND. 


be  required  to 
sell  a  portion, 
if  he  be  willing 
to  sell  the 
whole  of  a 
building. 


com- 


If  any  lands,  not  situated  in  a  town  or  built  on,  are  so  cut  when 
through  and  divided  by  the  works  as  to  leave  on  either  or  both  ^mpeTiedto 
sides  less  than  half  an  acre,  the  company  may  be  compelled  to  ^^a  oflntor^ 
purchase  this  fractional  part.    If,  however,  the  owner  have  other  ^^*®^  ^^^ 
land  adjoining  into  which  it  can  be  thrown,  the  company  can  only 


(a)  Ramsden  v.  Manchester  South 
Junction  Ra,  Co,,  5  Ra.  Ga.  552. 

(b)  This  provision,  which  is  iden- 
tical in  the  Scotch  and  English  Acts, 
has  received  a  very  liberal  construc- 
tion from  the  English  courts.  Thus, 
it  has  been  held  that  gardens  attached 
to  houses  are  parts  of  the  houses — Cole 
V.  West  London  and  Crystal  Palace 
Ra.  Co,,  27  Beav.  242 ;  St  Thomas' 
Hospital  V.  Charing  Cross  Ra.  Co.,  1 
Jo.  and  H.  400 ;  Alexander  v.  West 
End  of  London  and  Crystal  Palace 
Ra.  Co.,  81  Iaw  Jour.  (Ch.)  600; 
Dahin  v.  London  and  N.-  W.  Ra.  Co., 
3  De  6.  and  S.  420;  and  so  also  strips 
of  land  similarly  attached — Sparrow 
Y.  Oxford  and  Worcester  Ra.  Co.,  2 
De  G.  M.  and  G.  94;   Grosvenor  y. 


Hampstead  Junct.  Ra.  Co.,  1  De  G. 
and  J.  446.  But  a  strip  of  land  on 
the  other  side  of  a  road  or  walk,  and 
used  for  pleasure  only,  has  been  held 
not  to  be  part  of  a  house. — Fergusson 
v.  London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast 
Ra.  Co.,33  Law  Jour.  (Ch.)  29;  Pulling 
V.  London,  Chatham,  and  Dover  Ra.  Co., 
33  Law  Jour.  (Ch.)  506.  When  a  rail- 
way passes  under  a  house  or  manufac- 
tory by  means  of  a  tunnel,  the  company 
have  been  thought  bound  to  take  the 
whole  premises. — Sparrow  v.  Oxford 
and  Worcester  Ra.  Co.,  supra;  Ramsden 
V.  Manchester  Ra.  Co.,  1  Ex.  723,6  Ra. 
Ca.  552;  Piper  v.  Hammersmith  and 
City  Ra.  Co.,  Q.  B.  M.  T.  (1864) ;  Crojl 
v.  Lond.  and  N.-W.  Ra.  Co.,  8  Best 
and  S.  436.    When  the  company  seek 
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When  company 
may  insist  for 
a  sale. 


be  required  to  unite  the  two  parts  into  one  by  levelling  fences,  and 
by  soiling  in  a  workmanlike  manner  (sec.  91)  (a). 

On  the  other  hand,  the  company  may  insist  for  a  sale,  if  tbe 
land  be  so  divided  as  to  leave  a  piece  of  less  extent  than  half  an 
acre,  or  of  less  value  than  the  cost  of  making  such  a  bridge  or  other 
communication  as  they  are  bound  by  statute  to  erect,  and  if  the 
owner  have  no  adjacent  lands  into  which  the  fractional  piece  might 
be  thrown  (6).  All  questions  as  to  the  value  of  such  piece  of  land, 
or  the  cost  of  making  communications,  are  determined  in  the  same 
way  as  other  questions  of  disputed  compensation ;  and  this,  if  either 
party  require  it,  may  be  done  when  the  value  of  the  lands  taken  b 
assessed  by  the  Sheriff,  jury,  or  arbiters,  as  the  case  may  be  (sec.  92). 


COMMON  LANDS. 


Appointment 
of  committee. 


The  compensation  tp  be  paid  to  those  interested  in  commonty 
lands  is  determined  by  agreement  between  the  company  and  a 
committee  of  the  commoners.  This  committee  are  deemed  to  be 
the  proprietors  of  the  commonty  rights  in  all  proceedings  affecting 
the  valuation.  The  members  of  the  committee  most  not  exceed 
five  in  number ;  they  are  chosen  at  a  meeting  of  all  interested, 
whether  the  interest  be  that  of  property,  servitude,  or  other  less 


a  part,  they  cannot  be  required  to  take 
any  greater  portion  of  the  house  leas 
than  the  whole. — Pulling  v.  London^ 
Chatham^  and  Dover  Ra.  Co.,  supra. 
Negotiations  for  sale  of  a  part  do  not 
prevent  the  owner  from  afterwards  in- 
sisting that  the  whole  shall  be  taken. 
— Gardner  v.  Charing  Cross  Ra,  Co,, 
81  Law  Jour.  (Gh.)  181.  But  the  com- 
pany may,  it  should  seem,  revoke  their 
notice,  if,  desiring  only  a  part,  they  are 
required  to  take  the  whole. — R.  v. 
Lond,  and  S.-W,  Ra.  Co,,  6  Ra.  Ca. 
669;  Kingy,  Wycombe  Ra,  Co.,  29  Law 
Jour.  (Gh.)  462.  The  provisions  under 
consideration  have  been  held  to  apply  to 
leasehold  interests. — Pulling  v.  Lond,, 
Chatham,  and  Dover  Ra.  Co.,  supra. 

It  may  be  noticed,  that  where  a  trust 
settlement  contained  a  special  bequest 


of  a  house,  which  was  afterwards  dnrisg 
the  testator^s  life  conveyed  to  arail^ 
company  under  their  aggressive  powers, 
it  was  held  that  the  price  did  not  &n 
to  the  legatee  named  in  the  deed.— 
Chalmers  v.  Chalmers,  1861, 14  D.  57. 

(a)  See,  as  to  meaning  of  the  word 
Toum,  R,  V.  CottU,  16  Q.  B.  412;  Bliot 
V.  South  Devon  Ra.  Co.,  2  Ex.  725, 5 
Ra.  Ga.  500. 

(h)  This  provision  is  not  confined  to 
land  situated  in  a  town ;  but  it  doei 
not  apply  to  ground  which  is  Taloable 
otherwise  than  as  mere  land,  e.g.  giving 
access  to  the  sea. — Falls  v.  Belfast  Ba. 
Co.,  11  Irish  L.  R.  184,  and  12  ib.  288; 
East.  Counties  Ra.  Co.  v.  Marriage, 
31  L.  J.  (Ex.)  78 ;  Falls  v,  Bel/^ 
and  BaUymena  Ra,  Co.,  12  Iriab  L 
R.  283. 
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important  right.  The  company  call  this  meeting  by  public  adver- 
tisement and  notice,  as  directed  in  the  Act;  and  the  majority, 
provided  five  (if  there  be  so  many  having  interest)  be  present,  binds 
all  absent  parties  (sees.  93,  94). 

The  committee  so  chosen  agree  with  the  company  as  to  com-  Powers  and 
pensation  for  extinction  of  the  commonty  rights,  and  they  receive  mittee. 
the  sam  agreed  on;  their  receipt,  or  that  of  any  three  of  their 
number,  being  an  effectual  discharge  to  the  company.  They  after- 
wards apportion  the  compensation-money  among  the  parties  in- 
terested ;  but  with  this  the  company  have  no  concern,  nor  are  they 
liable  for  misapplication  or  non-application  of  such  money  (sec.  95). 
If  the  committee  and  company  cannot  agree,  the  compensation  is 
determined  as  in  other  cases  of  disputed  compensation  (sec.  96). 

But  if,  being  duly  convened,  no  effectual  meeting  of  those  What  if  com- 
interested  takes  place,  or  if,  taking  place,  it  fail  to  appoint  a  com-  appointed  ? 
mittee,  the  compensation   falls  to  be  determined  by  a  valuator 
appointed  by  the  Sheriff,  as  provided  in  cases  where  the  parties 
interested  cannot  be  found  (sec.  97). 

Upon  payment  or  deposit,  as  the  case  may  be,  of  the  compen-  Procedure  by 
sation-money,  the  company  may  execute  a  disposition  by  notarial  obta^^^sses- 
instrument,  as  provided  in  the  purchase  of  ordinary  lands,  and 
thereafter  the  commonty  lands  vest  in  the  company,  discharged 
from  all  commonty  rights  or  burdens,  and  the  company  are  entitled 
to  immediate  possession.  The  Court  of  Session  may  on  petition 
order  payment  of  the  deposited  money,  or  deal  otherwise  with  it 
for  the  benefit  of  all  interested  as  may  seem  fit  (sec.  98). 

The  following  decisions  in  relation  to  the  f orescoinfi:  clauses  as  Decisions  on 

^  .       ,  this  branch  of 

to  the  rights  of  commoners  may  be  here  noticed : —  the  statute. 

In  a  suspension  and  interdict  at  the  instance  of  a  railway  com- 
pany against  following  out  to  trial  or  otherwise  enforcing  a  notice 
of  claim  alleged  to  have  been  given  on  behalf  of  a  number  of 
persons  entitled  to  a  piece  of  common  required  by  the  company, 
on  the  ground  that  there  being  a  vacancy  in  the  statutory  com- 
mittee of  five  of  the  persons  interested,  the  notice  given  by  the 
remaining  four  was  ineffectual,  objections  to  the  competency  of  the 
application  were  repelled,  and  the  note  was  passed  and  interdict  was 
granted  to  try  the  question  (a).  In  the  same  case  the  question 
(a)  Fife  and  Kinross  Ra.  Co.  v.  Deas,  1859,  21  D.  187. 
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was  raised,  but  not  decided,  whether,  in  serving  notice  of  a  claim 
under  the  Act  by  a  committee  of  feuars,  the  concurrence  of  all  the 
members  of  committee  was  necessary  (a). 

A  railway  company  acquired  a  portion  of  the  public  links  of  a 
royal  burgh,  on  which  they  constructed  that  part  of  their  railway 
which  passed  through  the  links.  They  afterwards  called  a  meeting 
of  the  magistrates  and  council,  and  of  the  burgesses  and  heritors 
of  the  burgh,  *  in  terms  of  and  for  the  purposes  specified  in  the 
93d,  94th,  and  95th  sections  of  the  Lands  Clauses  Act/  with 
reference  to  the  company's  acquiring  an  additional  portion  of  the 
links  for  extraordinary  purposes  in  connection  with  the  railway. 
A  note  of  suspension  and  interdict  was  presented  by  one  of  the 
heritors  of  the  burgh  against  the  company  proceeding  to  acquire 
the  additional  portion,  and  against  the  magistrates  and  council 
selling  or  agreeing  to  sell  the  same.  The  Court  passed  the  note, 
but  refused  the  interdict  (6). 

MORTGAGES,  LIENS,  OR  OTHER  RIGHTS  IN  SECURITY  AFFECTING 

LANDS. 


When  such 
rights  may  be 
acquired  by 
the  company. 


Procedure  by 
the  company. 


Interests  of  this  kind  may  be  acquired  by  the  company  when 
they  affect  lands  taken  for  the  purposes  of  the  special  act,  though 
they  have  not  previously  acquired  the  lands  themselves,  though  the 
holder  of  the  security  be  a  trustee  for  others,  though  he  should  not 
be  in  possession  of  the  lands  affected  by  it,  and  though  the  security 
affect  other  lauds  jointly  with  those  required  for  the  undertaking. 

In  order  to  acquire  such  securities,  the  company  may  adopt  one 
of  two  courses, — they  may  pay  or  tender  to  the  holder  the  principal 
and  interest  due  on  his  security,  with  his  expenses  and  charges,  if 
any,  and  also  six  months'  additional  interest;  and  thereupon  the 
holder  is  required  immediately  to  convey  his  interest  to  the  com- 
pany, or  as  they  may  direct:  or  they  may  give  written  notice  to 
the  holder  that  they  will  pay  off  the  principal  and  interest  at  the  end 
of  six  months  from  the  date  of  the  notice ;  and  in  that  caae,  on 
the  expiration  of  the  notice,  or  at  any  intermediate  period  of  the 
company,  tender  or  pay  to  the  holder  the  principal  and  interest 

(a)  21  D.  1206.  Northern  Railway  Compantf,  1847,  9 

(6)  Cunningham  v.  Edinburgh  and      D.  1469. 
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which  would  become  due  at  the  end  of  the  six  months,  together  with 
the  expenses  and  charges,  if  any.  The  holder  is  then  required  to 
convey  or  discharge  his  interest  in  the  lands  covered  by  the  security 
to  the  company,  or  as  they  shall  direct.  If,  again,  the  owner  of 
the  lands  burdened  with  the  security  gives  six  months'  notice  of 
his  intention  to  redeem  the  same,  the  holder,  on  tender  or  payment 
of  the  principal  and  interest,  as  before,  by  the  company,  must 
convey  or  discharge  in  their  favour,  as  above  (sec.  99). 

If  the  holder  of  the  security  fails  to  convey  or  discharge,  as  What  if  holder 
required,  on  payment  or  tender,  or  if  he  fails  to  adduce  a  good  convey? 
title  to  his  security,  the  company  may  proceed  as  follows :  they 
may  consign  in  bank  th^  principal,  interest,  and  expenses  which 
would  be  due  at  the  end  of  the  six  months,  and  may  then  expede  a 
notarial  instrument,  duly  stamped,  as  before  directed  in  the  case  of 
purchase  of  lands  (sec.  76) ;  and  thereupon  the  interest  of  the 
holder,  or  of  his  trustees,  or  of  those  for  whom  he  is  trustee  in  the 
lands  mortgaged,  vest  in  the  company,  and  they  are  entitled  to  im- 
mediate possession  if  the  holder  were  entitled  to  possession  (sec.  100). 

It  may  happen  that  the  principal,  interest,  and  expenses  exceed  What  if  the 

sums  received 

the  value  of  the  lands  mortgaged.  In  this  case  the  holder  of  the  exceed  the 
security  is  not  entitled  to  receive  full  payment  of  such  sums  from  lands  mort^ 
the  company;  but  the  value  of  the  lands  being  ascertained  by  ^^ 
agreement,  or  as  provided  for  in  cases  of  disputed  compensation, 
such  value  or  compensation  is  paid  to  the  holder  of  the  security  as 
satisfaction  of  his  claim  in  so  far  as  the  company  are  concerned,  and 
they  are  then  entitled  to  conveyance  and  possession  by  disposition 
or  notarial  instrument  as  in  the  other  cases  above  specified,  the 
holder  still  retaining  his  claim  for  the  balance  due  under  his  bond 
against  the  granter  (sees.  101,  102).  If  a  part  only  of  the  lands 
over  which  the  security  extends  be  required  by  the  company,  and 
if  this  part  be  of  less  value  than  the  principal,  interest,  and  costs 
secured,  and  the  holder  do  not  consider  the  remaining  part  of  the 
lands  a  sufficient  security  for  the  money  charged  thereon,  or  be 
unwilling  to  discharge  the  part  required,  and  if  the  company  be 
unwilling  to  advance  the  debt  on  an  assignation,  the  Act  provides 
that  the  value  of  the  part  taken,  together  with  the  compensation 
for  severance,  shall  be  ascertained  as  in  other  Cfi^es,  and  that  on 
payment  or  tender  of  the  ascertained  value  or  compensation  the 
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Procedure 
where  the 
lauds  cannot 
bo  redeemed 
till  elapse  of  a 
specified  time. 


holder  shall  convey  as  before,  or  in  default  the  company  may  com- 
plete their  title  by  notarial  instrument  as  in  other  cases,  leaving  to 
the  holder  his  claim  (for  any  balance)  against  the  granter  of  the 
security,  which  may  still  remain  unsatisfied  (sees.  103,  104). 

When,  by  the  deed  creating  the  security,  the  holder  is  not 
bound  to  accept  payment  of  the  principal  until  elapse  of  a  specified 
time,  the  company  must  pay  the  holder,  over  and  above  the  principal, 
interest,  and  ordinary  costs,  such  additional  expenses  as  may  be  in- 
curred for  reinvestment  of  the  sura  paid  off.  If  disputed,  these 
expenses  may  be  taxed,  and  they  may  be  recovered  in  the  same 
way  as  the  costs  of  conveyances  (sec.  105).  If  the  sum  paid  off 
cannot  be  reinvested  at  the  same  rate  of  interest  in  consequence  of 
a  change  in  the  money  market,  the  company  must  give  the  holder 
compensation,  which  is  ascertained  as  in  other  cases  of  disputed 
compensation  ;  and  until  this  be  paid  or  tendered,  they  cannot  take 
possession  of  the  lands  (sec.  106). 


FEU-DUTIES,  GROUND-ANNUALS,  CASUALTIES  OP 

SUPERIORITY,  ETC. 


Company  may 
enter  without 
redeeming  such 
charges. 


When  part 
only  of  the 
lands  charged 
is  taken. 


Effect  of  the 
discharge. 


The  company  may  enter  upon  and  possess  the  lands  subject  to 
such  charges  without  redeeming  them,  provided  they  pay  the  annual 
sums,  and  otherwise  fulfil  all  the  obligations  prestable  in  virtue  of 
such  charges.  They  may,  however,  be  called  upon  by  the  party 
entitled  to  the  charges  to  redeem  them  (sec.  108). 

If  part  only  of  the  lands  affected  by  such  charges  is  required 
by  the  company,  the  apportionment  of  any  such  charge  may  be 
fixed  by  agreement,  but  otherwise  it  must  be  settled  by  the  Sheriff. 
If  the  remainder  of  the  lands  taken  be  sufficient  for  such  charges, 
the  party  entitled  thereto  may,  with  the  consent  of  the  owner  of 
the  lands,  discharge  the  portion  of  them  taken  by  the  company  on 
consideration  of  the  remaining  part  being  exclusively  subject  to 
the  whole  charges  (sec.  109).  On  payment  or  tender  of  the  ascer- 
tained compensation,  the  company  may  complete  their  title  by 
conveyance  or  notarial  instrument  as  before,  and  thenceforth  the 
charges  are  extinguished  (sec*  110). 

When  the  lands  taken  by  the  company  are  discharged  from 
charges  or  incumbrances  to  which  they  were  jointly  subject  with 
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other  lands,  the  party  entitled  to  the  charge  has  the  same  rights 
and  remedies  over  the  last-mentioned  lands  for  the  whole  or  the 
remainder  of  the  charge  as  he  previously  had  over  the  whole  lands 
subject  to  such  charge ;  and  the  company,  if  required,  must  execute 
a  probative  deed  or  instrument  declaring  what  lands  originally  sub- 
ject to  such  charge  have  been  purchased  in  virtue  of  their  special 
act,  what  portion  (if  any)  of  such  charge  has  been  discharged, 
how  much  continues  payable,  and  if  the  lands  taken  have  been 
entirely  discharged,  that  the  remaining  lands  are  thenceforward  to 
continue  exclusively  liable  for  the  charge.  This  instrument  must 
be  executed  at  the  cost  of  the  company,  and  is  competent  evidence 
of  the  facts  it  certifies  (sec.  111). 

LANDS  SUBJECT  TO  LEASES. 

Where  lands  are  let  under  lease  for  a  term  of  years,  and  a  part  Tenants  for 
of  them  is  required  to  be  taken  by  the  company  before  expiration 
of  the  lease,  the  rent  must  be  apportioned  between  the  part  required 
and  the  residue,  either  by  agreement  or  by  the  Sheriff ;  and  after 
such  apportionment  the  lessee  remains  liable  for  such  part  of  the 
rent  only  as  attaches  to  the  residue,  the  landlord  retaining  his  rights 
and  remedies  as  to  this  portion  as  before  (sec.  112). 

Every  such  lessee  is  entitled  to  compensation  from  the  company 
for  severance  or  other  injury  consequent  on  execution  of  the  works 
(sec.  113). 

Tenants  from  year  to  year,  if  required  to  give  up  possession  to  Tenants  from 

J  J        1  T  o  i:  r     ^  yejjT  to  year. 

the  company,  are  entitled  to  compensation  for  their  unexpired  term 
of  possession  or  other  interests,  and  for  allowances  which  they  could 
claim  against  incoming  tenants ;  and  also,  when  part  only  is  taken, 
to  compensation  for  severance,  etc.,  as  before.  In  case  of  disagree- 
ment, the  amount  is  determined  by  the  Sheriff  (sec.  114). 

Persons  claiming  compensation  as  being  tenants  for  more  than  Leases  mart 

,  ,  .  .  DO  produced. 

a  year  must  produce,  if  required,  their  respective  leases  or  other 
legal  evidence  of  their  alleged  rights;  otherwise  they  will  be  deemed 
tenants  from  year  to  year,  and  their  compensation  assessed  accord- 
ingly (sec.  115)  (a). 

(a)  The  following  deciaions  on  this     to.    The  tenant  as  well  as  the  owner 
branch  of  the  statute  may  be  adverted      of  lands  taken  by  a  company  is  en- 
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LANDS  OMITTED  TO  BE  PURCHASED. 


Procedure  to 
ascertain  value 
of  lands  tiken, 
but  omitted  to 
be  purchased. 


As  already  mentioned,  tlie  aggressive  powers  of  the  company  to 
force  sale  of  lands  cannot  be  exercised  after  the  period  prescribed 
in  the  special  act  as  the  term  of  their  endurance ;  and  if  none  is 
prescribed,  not  after  three  years  from  the  passing  of  the  special  act 
(sec.  116).  But  if,  through  mistake  or  inadvertency,  lands  have 
been  entered  upon  during  the  prescribed  period,  and  have  been 
omitted  to  be  purchased  or  paid  for  till  after  its  elapse,  the  company 
will  be  entitled  to  retain  possession,  provided  that  within  six  months 
after  a  claim  for  compensation  has  been  made  and  admitted,  or 
within  six  months  after  it  has  been  judicially  sustained,  the  com- 
pany pay  the  amount  agreed  on  or  ascertained  in  the  usual  way, 
with  full  compensation  for  the  mean  profits.  The  compensation 
both  for  the  purchase  and  the  mean  profits  must  be  estimated  as 
though  the  company  were  still  to  enter  on  the  lands  (sec.  117). 
But  the  value  of  the  lands  themselves  must  be  taken  as  they  stood 
at  the  date  of  actual  entry,  and  no  regard  can  be  had  to  subsequent 
improvements  (sec.  118).     The  expenses  of  the  procedure  when 

titled  to  give  notice  of  his  claim  for  to  the  lands  on  account  of  the  forma- 
tion of  the  railway,*  appointed  a  road 
to  be  made  for  the  proprietor's  ac- 
commodation, valued  the  land  t^en 
for  the  railway  and  occupied  by  tk 
road  at  a  certain  number  of  yean' 
purchase,  fixed  the  damage  by  serer- 
ance  at  a  certain  rate  per  acre,  and 
allowed  a  sum  as  compensation  for  the 
inconvenience  occasioned  by  a  lerel 
crossing,  and  for  the  burden  of  keeping 
the  road  in  repair.  The  lands  were 
let  under  lease ;  and  a  question  haTiiig 
arisen  as  to  the  right  of  the  tenant^  it 
was  held  by  the  whole  Court  that  the 
landlord  was  bound  to  relieve  the 
company  of  the  tenants  claim  for 
reduction  of  rent,  but  not  for  damage 
by  severance. — Hunter  v.  Norik  Bri- 
tish Ra,  Co.,  1849,  12  D.  S7.  Un<ltf 
a  statutory  submisaion,  the  tenant  d 
a  farm  obtained,  before  formatioD  of 
a  line  of  railway,  an  award  against 
the  company  for  intenectional  damage ; 


compensation  to  the  company,  and  to 
require  them  to  call  upon  the  Sheriff 
to  summon  a  jury  to  assess  the  amount 
of  compensation ;  and  in  default  of 
their  doing  so,  be  is  entitled  to  recover 
the  amount  claimed  by  him  in  terms 
of  the  36th  section.  The  procedure 
authorized  by  that  section  is  competent 
in  the  case  of  lands  entered  on  by  them, 
as  well  as  in  the  case  of  lands  which 
they  have  taken.  When,  however,  a 
tenant  intimates  a  claim  for  compen- 
sation, he  must  state  it  in  such  a  way 
that  the  claim  may  be  at  once  paid, 
and  cannot  claim  a  series  of  annual 
payments  during  the  currency  of  the 
lease. — Falconer  v.  Aberdeen  Ra.  Co., 
1863,  15  D.  352.  A  jury  being  em- 
pannellerl  to  assess  the  sum  due  to  a 
landlord,  through  whose  lands  a  rail- 
way passed,  *as  the  price  or  value  of 
the  lands,  and  of  his  interest  therein, 
and  as  compensation  for  the  damage 
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the  compensation  is  disputed  must  be  borne  by  the  company,  and 
are  settled  by  the  proper  officer  of  the  Court  where  the  litigation 
takes  place  (sec.  119). 

LANDS  TAKEN  BEYOND  WHAT  IS  REQUIRED  FOR  THE  PURPOSE 

OF  THE  UNDERTAKING. 

Within  the  period  prescribed  for  the  purpose,  and  if  no  time  is  How  such 
fixed,  within  ten  years  from  that  prescribed  for  the  completion  of  disposed  of. 
the  works,  the  company  must  sell  and  dispose  absolutely  of  all 
lands  acquired  and  found  superfluous,  and  must  apply  the  funds  so 
realized  to  the  purposes  of  the  special  act.  Any  such  superfluous 
lands  remaining  unsold  after  the  period  for  disposing  of  them  has 
elapsed,  vest  in  and  become  the  property  of  the  owners  of  the 
adjacent  lands,  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  their  said  lands 
(sec.  120). 

Before  disposing  of  such  superfluous  lands,  the  company  must  Offer  of  pre- 
first  offer  them  to  the  person  entitled  to  the  lands  from  which 
they  were  severed;  and  if  such  person  refuse  to  purchase,  or  cannot 
be  found,  the  like  ofiPer  must  be  made  to  the  adjacent  proprietors, 

and  after  the  line  was  completed  he  The  House  of  Lords  held,  affirming  the 
claimed  special  severance  damage  for  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Session,  that 
injury  to  pasture  grounds,  alleging  there  was  no  privity  of  contract  with 
that  this  claim  did  not  fall  under  the  the  landlord,  that  he  could  not  plead 
former  submission,  seeing  the  damage  jus  quxsiium  tertio,  and  that  he  had  no 
had  not  then  emerged.  It  was  held,  claim  to  the  £5000,  either  as  applying 
that  the  question  of  whether  the  claim  to  the  remaining  years  of  the  lease,  or 
was  covered  by  the  former  award  was  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  branch 
for  the  Court  and  not  for  a  jury  to  railway. — Peddie  v.  Brown  and  Co., 
determine ;  and  that,  according  to  the  1857,  20  D.  (H.  of  L.)  1,  3  Macq.  65. 
policy  and  intendment  of  the  general  The  yearly  tenants  of  a  dyework  took 
Railway  Acts,  such  claims  fell  under  steps  to  compel  a  railway  company  to 
the  former  submission ;  for  since  the  settle  by  arbitration  the  damage  due 
damage  might  have  been  foreseen,  it  for  the  temporary  pollution  of  a  water- 
must  be  held  to  have  been  foreseen,  course,  consequent  on  the  construction 
— North  British  Ra.  Co.  v.  Hay^  1852,  of  works  at  a  considerable  distance 
14  D.  832.  A  tenant  under  an  ar-  above  the  lands  and  works  of  the 
rangement  with  a  railway  company  claimants,  none  of  which  were  taken 
received  £5000  as  compensation  for  or  injured.  The  Court  held  that  the 
injury  to  lands,  and  undertook  to  proper  mode  of  ascertaining  the  corn- 
make  a  branch  for  the  conveyance  of  pensation  wis  by  application  to  the 
minerals.  Afterwards,  without  making  Sheriff  under  sec.  114  of  the  Lands 
the  branch,  he  threw  up  the  lease  in  Clauses  Act. — Caledonian  Ra.  Co.  v. 
virtueofaprovisionwhich  it  contained.  Barr,  1855,  17  D.  312. 
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Procedure  if 
offer  not 
accepted. 


Ascertainment 
of  values. 


Procedure 
to  give 
investiture. 


provided  they  are  capable  of  enteriDg  into  the  contract  When 
more  than  one  person  is  entitled  to  this  right  of  pre-emption,  the 
offer  must  be  made  to  them  in  succession,  in  such  order  as  the 
company  may  think  fit.  These  provisions,  however,  do  not  apply 
to  lands  situated  within  a  town  or  used  for  building  purposes 
(sec.  121). 

If,  after  the  offer  of  sale,  the  parties  before  mentioned  decline 
to  accept  it,  or  fail  to  signify  their  acceptance  for  six  weeks,  the 
right  of  pre-emption  ceases ;  and  a  declaration  in  writing  made 
before  the  Sheriff,  narrating  the  offer  and  the  circumstances  of 
declinature,  or  that  the  parties  could  not  be  found,  or  were  incapable 
of  entering  into  the  contract,  as  the  case  may  be,  is  legal  evidence 
of  the  facts  it  certifies  (sec.  122). 

If  the  company  and  the  parties  entitled  to  the  right  of  pre- 
emption cannot  agree  on  the  price,  it  must  be  determined  by  arbi- 
tration, the  relative  costs  being  in  the  discretion  of  the  arbiters 
(sec.  123). 

Upon  payment  or  tender  of  the  ascertained  price,  the  company 
are  required  to  execute  a  conveyance  under  their  eommon  seal  if  a 
corporatiori,  and  if  not  incorporated,  under  the  hands  of  the  pro- 
moters of  the  undertaking,  or  of  any  two  of  the  directors  or 
managers  acting  with  the  authority  of  the  body.  This  document 
vests  the  purchaser  with  the  lands  purchased,  and  a  receipt  attested 
as  above  is  a  sufficient  discharge  for  the  price  (sec.  124).  The 
technical  word  *  dispone^  used  in  the  conveyance,  operates  as  a 
clause  of  absolute  warrandice  against  the  company,  except  in  so  far 
as  it  may  be  restrained  or  limited  by  express  words  (sec.  125). 


MANNER  OF  HOLDING  LANDS,  AND  RIGHTS  OF  SUPERIORS. 


General  ob- 
Bdrvations. 


The  provisions  of  the  Lands  Clauses  Act  upon  this  important 
subject  are  not  embodied  in  consecutive  sections,  but  will  be  fonnd 
scattered  over  the  whole  statute.  They  appear  to  be  comprised  in 
sees.  8,  10,  11,  12,  80,  83,  107,  108,  109,  110,  111,  125,  and  126; 
but  to  ascertain  their  real  import,  it  is  obviously  necessary  that  they 
be  read  and  considered  in  connection  with  each  other,  and  with  the 
other  provisions  of  the  Act,  and  that  its  general  scope  and  purposes 
be  steadily  kept  in  view.    Yet,  as  the  phraseology  employed  is  not 
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strictly  technical,  and  seems  not  unfreqaently  to  be  capable  of  more 
than  one  constmction,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  until  the  way  has  been 
cleared  by  decided  cases,  the  most  mature  consideration  will  not  furnish 
an  interpretation  which  shall  not  be  attended  with  di£ScuIties  and 
open  to  objections.  The  views  which  are  now  to  be  submitted  are 
those  at  which  the  author  has  arrived  after  many  careful  perusals 
of  the  Act ;  but  though  he  finds  that  they  are  in  conformity  with 
the  general  practice  of  conveyancers,  he  submits  them  with  great 
diffidence,  as  by  no  means  certain  that  they  are  exhaustive  of  the 
statutory  provisions. 

The  Act  appears  to  contemplate  that  all  lands  acquired  by  the  Apparent 
company,  for  the  purposes  of  its  undertaking,  shall  be  held,  as  far  the  statutory 
as  possible,  in  conformity  with  the    principles  of   feudalism,  as  P^°^^*^ 
these  are  understood  in  the  law  of  Scotland ;  but  it  also  furnishes 
certain  machinery,  whereby,  without  dissolving  the  feudal  relation, 
the  duties  and  casualties  of  superiority  may  in  certain  cases  be 
purchased  up  and  extinguished,  and  introduces  certain  expeditious 
and  simple  methods  by  which  the  company  may  obtain  investiture 
without  the  necessity  of  complying  with  all  the  formalities  required 
in  ordinary  cases,  and  which,  before  the  passing  of  the  Titles  to 
Lands  Acts,  were  greatly  more  cumbrous  than  they  have  since 
become.    For  these  purposes,  it  seems  to  provide  as  follows : — 

If  the  possessor  of  the  lands  acquired  be  entitled,  to  dispose  Where  posses- 
absolutely  of  the  dominium  utiUj  the  company  may  agree  to  hold  is  entitled 
under  him  for  payment  of  a  feu-duty,  to  be  charged  on  the  tolls  or  absoTutoTy. 
rates,  if  any,  and  otherwise  secured,  as  may  be  arranged  (sees.  10 
and  11).     Registration  of  the  conveyance  will  in  this  case  complete 
the  feudal  right  (sec.  80).     If,  however,  the  conveyance  contain 
a  precept  of  sasine  according  to  the  old  forms,  the  title  may  be 
completed  by  infeftment  and  registration ;   but  this  method  has 
now  fallen  into  entire  desuetude,  since  the  Titles  to  Lands  Act  has 
rendered  what  was  an  exceptional  privilege  a  right  competent  in 
all  cases. 

Where,  again,  the  person  empowered  by  the  statute  to  convey  where  only  a 
ha£  only  a  qualified  right,  it  seems  to  be  intended  that  the  convey-  ^       «  "k   • 
ance  shall  be  so  conceived  as  to  enable  the  company  to  hold  directly 
of  the  superior ;  and  the  title  will  be  completed  by  registration,  and 
afterwards,  when  necessary,  obtaining  confirmation  by  the  superior. 

2  H 
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Whi«n  charpos 
and  canualtios 
are  purchased 
up. 


The  lands  are 
not  disfeudal- 
izod,  and  con- 
Ken  uen  cos  of 
thi8  doctrine. 


When,  in  such  case,  the  conveyance  contains  the  doable  manner 
of  holding,  with  the  usual  clauses  for  rendering  it  effectual,  it  is 
provided  that  the  title  may  be  completed  by  resignation  or  confir- 
mation, or  by  the  equivalent  procedure  introduced  by  the  Titles  to 
Lands  Act.  But  it  must  be  observed  that  the  existence  of  sach 
clauses  does  not  prevent  it  being  completed  by  direct  registration 
of  the  conveyance  (sec.  80).  In  the  case  of  the  a  me  holding,  the 
consideration  to  the  seller  may  either  be  a  price,  or  may  take  the 
form  of  a  ground-annual  (sec.  10).  In  such  cases,  the  casualties 
must  be  provided  for  by  a  single  payment  in  name  of  an  ascertained 
compensation,  or  by  such  other  arrangements  as  are  commonly 
made  when  corporations  are  admitted  as  vassals  (sees.  108, 117). 

But  it  is  provided,  that  the  company  may  in  all  cases,  with  the 
consent  or  on  the  requisition  of  the  superior,  redeem  the  feu-duties 
and  casualties  of  superiority,  by  making  payment  of  a  compensa- 
tion to  be  agreed  on  or  ascertained  by  the  Sheriff ;  and  when  this 
is  done,  the  superior  must  discharge  the  lands  taken  of  such  incum- 
brances, or  otherwise  the  company  may  attain  the  same  end  by  a 
notarial  instrument.  When  the  lands  taken  form  only  a  part  of 
those  held  by  the  same  titles  under  one  superior,  the  redemption  of 
the  feu-duties  and  casuallies  appears  to  be  compnlsatory,  with  the 
view  apparently  of  preventing  the  complications  of  title  which 
would  otherwise  arise  (a).  In  both  these  cases,  if  an  entry  has  not 
been  already  taken,  it  is  declared  to  be  unnecessary,  and  the  com- 
pany's title  is  completed  by  recording  the  conveyance. 

It  must  not,  however,  be  supposed  that  the  lands  so  acquired 
are  entirely  relieved  from  the  fetters  of  the  feudal  system,  or  that 
the  rights  of  the  superior  whose  charges  and  casualties  have  been 
redeemed,  are  thereby  in  theory  brought  to  an  end.  Though  the 
Act  declares  a  formal  entry  to  be  unnecessary,  the  saperior  8  right 
to  have  a  vassal  appears  to  remain  unaffected,  and  the  company 
would  seem  to  become  such  by  the  mere  fact  of  registering  their 
conveyance.  The  importance  of  this  doctrine  will  become  apparent 
when  we  come  to  consider  the  case  where  lands  acquired  for  the 
purposes  of  their  undertaking  are  afterwards  disposed  of  by  the 
company.  It  must  also  be  observed,  that  the  superior  has  himself 
an  overlord  or  a  series  of  overlords,  for  he  must  hold  either  medialeir 

(a)  Compare  sees.  109  and  126. 
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or  immediately  of  the  Crown.  So  long  as  the  superior's  fee  is  full, 
the  company,  having  satisfied  his  claims  by  redemption  or  otherwise, 
have  no  concern  with  his  overlords ;  but  if  by  tinsel  of  his  right 
he  should  fall  out  of  the  feudal  chain,  the  company  will  have  to 
enter  with  the  next  superior,  or  at  least  to  compensate  and  redeem 
his  dues  and  casualties,  whatever  these  may  be,  as  they  had  done 
in  the  case  of  his  vassal. 

It  is  obvious  that,  by  the  removal  of  the  intermediate  superior  or  Grown  nghto 
superiors,  the  company  may  ultimately  come  to  stand  immediately 
under  the  Crown ;  and  the  question  would  then  arise.  How  are  the 
Crown's  claims  of  superiority  to  be  satisfied  I  The  Act  is  silent  on 
this  subject,  and  regard  must  therefore  be  had  to  the  provisions  of 
the  common  law.  Now,  by  1455,  c.  41  (a),  the  Crown  is  declared 
.incapable  of  alienating  its  real  property,  except  when  authorized  so 
to  do  by  Act  of  Parliament ;  and  the  Lands  Clauses  Act  cannot,  it 
is  thought,  be  read  as  conferring  this  power.  In  such  a  case,  there- 
fore, it  would  seem  that  the  Crown  duties  and  casualties,  whatever 
they  may  be,  cannot  be  redeemed;  but  the  company  must  take  out 
an  entry  like  any  other  vassal,  making  annual  payment  of  the 
blanch  or  feu  duties,  and  arranging  for  the  casualties  by  payments 
at  fixed  terms  or  otherwise,  as  in  the  case  of  ordinary  corporations. 
It  may  be  objected  to  this  view,  that  if  correct  it  would  be  Impos- 
sible to  carry  out  the  purposes  of  the  undertaking,  where  any  part 
of  the  lands  required  to  be  taken  were  Crown  lands;  but  the 
answer  to  this  appears  to  be,  that  in  such  a  case  the  necessary 
powers  would  have  to  be  obtained  in  the  special  act,  or  in  some 
auxiliary  piece  of  legislation  (b). 

The  only  exception  to  this  appears  to  be  that  introduced  by  Exception 
the  Railway  Construction  Facilities  Act,  which  by  sec.  4  enables  27and*28Vict. 
Crown  lands  to  be  sold  for  the  purposes  of  railways  formed  under  °' 
its  provisions  by  agreement  with  the  Commissioners  of  Woods  and 
Forests,  with  consent  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury.    The 
holding  would  seem  in  such  a  case  to  be  blanch  or  feu,  as  may  be 
arranged,  and  the  title  would  have  to  be  completed  in  the  ordinary 
way. 

(a)  See  1457,  c.  71 ;  25  Geo.  ii.  c.  (b)  See  Standing  Orders,  No.  26. 

41  ;  8  Will.  IV.  c.  13 ;  1  WiU.  iv.  c. 
25  ;  2  and  3  Will.  IV.  c.  112. 
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When  lands 
are  disposed 
of  l)y  the 
company. 


General  ob- 
servations. 


The  company  are,  as  we  have  seen,  entitled  to  dispose  of  lands 
acquired  for  extraordinary  purposes  (sec.  13),  and  are  bound  to  do 
so  in  the  case  of  superfluous  lands  (sec.  120).    They  are  also  under 
the  same  obligation  with  respect  to  the  whole  lands  acquired,  when 
they  have  abandoned  the  undertaking,  in  terms  of  the  Railway 
Abandonment  Act.     The  question,  therefore,  presents  itself,  How 
are  such  lands,  when  disposed  of,  to  be  held  in  future  by  the  pur- 
chasers ?     The  only  statutory  provisions  on  this  subject  are  the 
following :  sees.  13, 125,  126,  and  sec.  27  of  the  Railway  Abandon- 
ment Act ;  and  it  must  be  admitted  that  they  do  not  throw  much 
light  on  the  subject.     If,  however,  the  views  already  submitted  are 
accurate,  any  questions  arising  in  relation  to  this  matter  admit  of 
an  easy  solution.     When  the  company  have  taken  out  a  regular 
entry,  the  purchaser  may  either  become  their  vassal  by  subinfeuda- 
tion, or  may  obtain  a  disposition  with  procuratory  and  warrant  of 
registration,  and  so  complete  his  entry  with  their  superior:  and 
the  same  would  hold  good  even  where,  the  duties  and  casualties 
having  been  redeemed,  the  company  had  completed  their  right  by 
mere  registration,  without  taking  out  a  formal  entry  ;  for  in  such 
cases,  as  we  have  already  seen,  though  the  duties  and  casualties 
are  extinguished,  the  superiority  still  remains  unaffected.    If  the 
immediate  superior,  being  thus  deprived  of  everything  but  the 
naked  theoretical  right  of  superiority,  declines  to  give  an  entry,  this 
will  be  obtained  from  the  next  overlord,  and  so  on,  to  the  Crown, 
which  never  refuses  an  entry.     Of  course,  when  the  lands  are 
sold,  in  consequence  of  the  dissolution  of  the  company  under  the 
Railway  Abandonment  Act,  permanent  subinfeudation  becomes 
impossible,  and  the  conveyance  ought  to  provide  for  the  purchaser 
holding  directly  under  the  company's  superior. 

Such  appears  to  be  the  meaning  of  the  statutory  proviaons 
when  interpreted  according  to  the  common  principles  of  the  law  of 
Scotland ;  but  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  whole  subject,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  extreme  scantiness  and  ambiguity  of  the  statutory 
provisions,  is  involved  in  very  considerable  obscurity ;  and  it  is  by  no 
means  clear  that  the  Legislature  did  not  intend  to  enable  companies, 
where  the  feudal  duties  and  casualties  were  bought  up,  to  obtain  an 
estate  in  land  of  the  nature  of  the  English  freehold  of  inheritance, 
in  which  all  the  feudal  incidents  should  be  for  ever  extingoished. 
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LAND  TAX,  POOR-RATES,  AND  PRISON  ASSESSMENT. 

If  the  company  acquire  any  lands  charged  with  such  taxes  Howpro- 
or  assessments,  they  remain,  until  the  works  are  completed  and 
regularly  assessed,  liable  to  make  good  the  deficiency  in  such 
assessments  caused  by  the  operations.  This  deficiency  is  com- 
puted according  to  the  value  of  the  rental  at  which  the  lands 
and  buildings  were  rated  at  the  time  of  passing  the  special  act. 
The  land  tax  may  be  redeemed  (sec.  127).  A  water  company  is 
liable  to  be  assessed  for  the  poor-rates  as  owner  of  the  land  occupied 
by  the  water  pipes  (a) ;  and  in  the  case  of  railway  companies, 
stations  are  considered  as  part  of  the  railway,  and  are  not  rated 
specially  in  the  parish  where  they  may  happen  to  be  (6). 

(a)  Edinr.  Water  Co.  v.  Hay,  1853,      Co.,  1855,  2  Macq.  881,  affirming  15 
1  Macq.  682,  affirming  12  D.  1240.  D.  537. 

(b)  Adamson  v.  Edinr.  and  Glas.  Ra. 


[    ^86    ] 


CHAPTER    XIII. 


RAILWAY  CLAUSES  CONSOLIDATION  ACT. 


Purposes  and 
applicntion  of 
the  Act 


Power  to 
rectify  errors 
in  schedule. 


With  whom 
certificate  must 
be  lodged. 


Deviations. 


The  provisions  of  this  Act,  in  so  far  as  they  relate  to  aggressive 
powers  to  take  land,  etc.,  mast  be  regarded  as  auxiliary  to  those  of 
the  Lands  Clauses  Act,  which  we  have  just  been  considering. 
Hence  it  is  declared  that  railway  companies  shall  be  deemed  to  be 
under  the  provisions  of  the  latter  Act,  and  that,  except  where 
otherwise  provided  by  the  Railway  Clauses  Act  or  the  special  act, 
the  amount  of  compensation  for  the  lands  taken  shall  be  ascertained 
in  accordance  with  the  provision  of  that  Act. 

The  Eailway  Clauses  Act  contains  an  important  provision  for 
the  rectification  of  any  errors  which  may  have  been  innocently 
made  in  the  description  of  the  lands,  and  of  their  owners  or 
occupiers,  as  specified  in  the  plans,  books  of  reference,  or  schedule 
referred  to  in  the  special  act,  and  allows  this  to  be  done  by  the 
Sheriff,  who  is  empowered  to  issue  a  certificate  containing  the 
rectification.  Before  making  the  application,  ten  days'  notice  must 
be  given  to  all  concerned ;  and  the  certificate  must  be  duly  lodged 
with  and  kept  by  the  officials  to  be  immediately  mentioned  (sec  7). 

Before  commencing  operations,  the  company  must  also  lodge 
with  the  principal  sherifP-clerk  of  any  county  through  which  the 
line  is  to  pass,  a  plan  and  section  of  such  alterations  on  the  same 
scale  as  the  original  plan  and  sections,  and  with  the  schoolmaster 
of  the  several  parishes,  and  with  the  town-clerk  in  all  royal  burghs 
within  which  the  alterations  have  been  authorized  to  be  made, 
copies  or  extracts  of  such  plans  and  sections  for  the  inspection  of 
all  concerned  (sees.  8,  9).  Certified  copies  may  be  obtained  at  anv 
time,  and  they  are  declared  to  be  legal  evidence  (sec.  10). 

In  making  the  railway,  the  company  cannot  deviate  from  the 
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datum  line  in  the  sections  approved  of  by  Parliament  beyond  five 
feet,  and  in  towns,  villages  (a),  etc.,  beyond  two  feet,  without 
obtaining  the  consent  of  those  interested.  This  does  not,  however, 
apply  to  lowering  embankments  or  viaducts,  so  long  as  the  requi- 
site height  of  headway  for  roads,  canals,  or  streets  passing  under 
be  preserved  (sec.  11).  When  greater  deviations  are  required  to 
be  made,  and  the  consent  of  those  interested  has  been  obtained,  the 
company  must  publish  the  intended  deviation  by  advertisement,  as 
provided  in  the  Act;  and  the  owner  of  any  lands  prejudicially 
affected  may  bring  the  matter  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  whose  decision  is  final  (sec.  12). 

Viaducts  and  tunnels  must  be  made  exactly  as  marked  on  the  Viaducts  and 
plans  or  sections.  The  owners,  lessees,  and  occupiers  of  the  land 
may,  however,  consent  that  a  tunnel  intended  to  be  made  shall  not 
be  completed  (sec.  13).  *  Certain  provisions  are  made  for  ensuring 
that  no  deviations  shall  be  made  in  the  gradients,  curves,  tunnels, 
or  other  engineering  works,  which  might  prove  dangerous  to  the 
safety  of  the  public;  and  with  this  view,  it  is  provided  that  all 
deviations  of  this  kind  must  receive  the  sanction  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  (sec.  14)  (i). 

The  company  may,  however,  deviate  from  the  line  delineated  Variations 
on  the  deposited  plans,  provided  that  they  keep  within  the  limits  of  fled  Uml^^ 
deviation  delineated,  but  not  in  passing  through  a  town  to  a  greater 
extent  than  ten  yards,  and  elsewhere  to  a  greater  extent  than  one 
hundred  yards,  and  that  the  line  be  not  thereby  made  to  extend 
without  consent  into  the  lands  of  any  person  whose  name  is  not 
mentioned  in  the  books  of  reference,  unless  when  it  has  been 
omitted  by  mistake,  and  the  error  has  been  corrected  by  certificate, 
as  provided  for  in  the  Act  (sec.  15). 

Considerably  greater  powers  of  deviation  and  substitution  are  26  and  27  Viot 
given  by  the  Railway  Clauses  Act,  1863,  sec.   4,  provided  the 
sanction  of  the  Board  of  Trade  be  obtained  by  certificate  (c). 


c.  92. 


(a)  See,  as  to  constmction  of  these 
WOTds,  R.  V.  Cottle,  16  Q.  B.  412;  EUiot 
V.  South  Devon  Ra,  Co.,  2  Ezch.  725. 

(b)  See,  as  to  this,  Little  v.  Newport 
and  Hereford  Ra.  Co.,  12  C.  B.  752. 

(c)  These  proTisions  against  devia- 
tion apply  to  the  line  of  railway  only, 


and  to  bridges,  but  not  to  roads,  etc., 
crosaing  or  in  connection  with  the  line. 
— Attorney- General  v.  Tewkesbury  and 
Malvern  Ra.  Co.,  1  De  6.  J.  and  Sm. 
423, 8  L.  T.  N.  S.  296, 682 ;  R.  v.  Caled. 
Ra.  Co.,  20  L.  J.  (Q.  B.)  147 ;  Beardmer 
v.  Lond.  and  North-  West.  Ra.  Co.,  1 
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General 
powers. 


Impeding 
navigation. 


The  company  are  empowered,  within  the  lands  described  in  their 
plans,  as  they  see  proper,  to  make,  for  temporary  or  accommodation 
purposes  (a),  bridges,  tunnels  (6),  roads,  drains,  fences,  etc. ;  to  alter 
the  course  of  rivers  which  are  not  navigable,  or  raise  or  sink  their 
levels  as  the  works  may  require  ;  to  make  drains  in  lands  adjoining 
the  line,  so  as  to  convey  water  to  or  from  the  railway  (c) ;  to  erect 
all  sorts  of  edifices,  wharfs,  and  machinery,  and  to  make  sach 
alterations  on  the  works  as  may  be  required  ;  provided  always,  that 
in  the  exercise  of  such  powers  they  cause  as  little  inconvenience 
and  damage  as  possible  to  those  interested  ((f),  and  make  full  com- 
pensation, as  provided  for  in  their  special  act,  or  in  the  Lands 
Clauses  Act  (sec.  16). 

Special  provisions  are  made  against  the  erection  of  any  worb 


M*N.  and  Gor.  112.  See,  aa  to  this 
subject  of  deviation  generally,  Little  v. 
Netcport  and  Hereford  Ha.  Co.,  12  C. 
B.  752  ;  Hopkins  v.  Great  North.  Ra. 
Co.,  11  L.  T.  306,  Cox  Cons.  Acta, 
364;  Taylor  Y.  Clemson,  3  Ra.  Ca.  65  ; 
Payne  v.  Bristol  and  Exeter  Ra.  Co.,  2 
Ra.  Ca.  75.  It  may  be  noticed,  that 
the  level  of  a  railway,  and  the  legal 
deviations  from  such  level,  are  to  be 
taken  from  the  datum  line,  and  not 
from  the  surface  level,  as  shown  on  the 
deposited  plans;  and  such  plans  can 
only  be  referred  to  when  incorporated 
with  the  Act. — North  Brit.  Ra.  Co.  v. 
Tod,  1846,  5  Bell's  App.  185,  12  CI. 
and  Fin.  722,  as  reversing  8  D.  726. 
See  also  Hodges,  p.  355  et  seq. 

(a)  See,  as  to  these,  postea,  p.  494. 

(6)  In  the  case  of  permanent  tunnels, 
the  lands  must  be  purchased. — Ranut- 
den  V.  Manch.  Ra.  Co.,  1  Exch.  723. 
See  the  case  of  arches,  Pinchin  v.  Lond. 
and  Black.  Ra.  Co.,  1  Kay  and  J.  34. 

(c)  Abraham  v.  Great  North.  Ra. 
Co.,  16  Q.  B.  586. 

{(I)  See  Hodges,  p.  370.  Under  this 
section  it  has  been  decided,  that  when 
a  piece  of  ground  lying  between  the 
railway  and  the  lands  of  an  adjacent 
proprietor  was  within  the  limits  of 
deviation,  and  was  scheduled  in  the 
special  act,  the  company  were  entitled 


to  take  it  against  the  will  of  the  pro- 
prietor, to  form  a  depot,  and  to  make 
a  communication  with  the  lands  be- 
yond, though  their  act  did  not  autho- 
rize the  formation  of  a  branch  line  at 
that  point,  but  at  another  where  it 
would  have  been  more  circuitous  and 
costly. — Boswell  v.  Glasgow  and  SouOi- 
West€mRa.Co.,1S51,lSD.nb7.  See 
Glas.  and  Green.  Ra.  Co.  v.  Glas.  and 
Aird.  Ra.  Co.,  1849, 11  D.  1212;  Ban 
V.  Stirling  and  Dun/.  Ra.  Co.,  185o.  17 
D.  582.  See  Sadd  v.  Maldon  and  Brain- 
tree  Ra.  Co.,  6  Exch.  143 ;  Cooper  x. 
N.  B.  Ra.  Co.,  1863,  1  Macph.  499. 

As  to  caaes  in  which  lands  berond 
the  limits  of  deviation  may  be  taken 
for  the  purposes  of  a  station,  see 
Crawford  v.  Chester  and  Holyhead  Ra. 
Co.,  11  En.  Jut.  917  ;  Cotker  v.  Mid- 
land Ra.  Co.,  6  Ra.  Ca.  187.  And  is 
to  power  to  take  lands  for  boildinga, 
although  the  deposited  plans  sboired 
that  they  were  required  for  other  pur- 
poses, see  Richards  v,  Scarhcrou^ 
Public  Market  Co.,  23  Law  Jour.  (Cb.) 
110  ;  Warden  of  Dover  ▼,  Sotttk-East. 
Ra.  Co.,  21  Law  Jour.  (Chan.)  886; 
Gordon  v.  Cheltenham  and  Great  Wed. 
Ra.  Co.,  2  Ra.  Ca.  800. 

See,  as  to  powers  to  arch  over  sbvets 
for  the  purpose  of  building  stations, 
etc.,  Attorney- Gen.  v.  East.  C(nmtitf 
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calculated  to  impede  navigation,  without  having  first  obtained  the 
consent  of  the  Commissioners  of  Woods  and  Forests,  and  of  the 
Lord  High  Admiral  (sec.  17)  (a). 

The  position  of  water-courses  and  water  and  gas  pipes  may  be  Alteration  of 

1  ^    f         1  f  •■••I  .-.11.      K*8  ^^^  water 

altered  for  the  purpose  of  constructmg  the  railway,  provided  this  pipes. 
be  done  at  the  least  possible  inconvenience,  and  at  the  sight  of  those 
in  charge  of  such  works  (sees.  18,  19)  ;  that  full  compensation  for 
damage  be  made ;  and  that  such  alterations  do  not  contravene  the 
provisions  of  any  Act  of  Parliament  relating  to  such  works  (sees.  20, 
21,  22).  If,  however,  in  carrying  out  such  operations,  the  supply 
of  water  or  gas  is  interrupted,  the  company  incur  a  penalty  of  £20 
for  every  day  the  obstruction  continues  (sec.  23).  On  the  other 
hand,  persons  wilfully  obstructing  the  company  in  the  execution  of 
their  works  are  liable  in  certain  statutory  penalties  (sec.  24)  (b). 

TEMPORARY  OCCUPATION  OF  LANDS. 

The  company  are  empowered,  at  any  time  before  expiration  of  Roads, 

,  Mi«^i  !•  i»i.i.  grounds,  etc., 

the  prescribed  time  for  the  completion  of  their  line,  to  enter  upon  used  for  tempo- 
and  use  existing  private  roads,  provided  they  are  not  avenues  or 
approaches  to  mansion-houses,  and  are  not  more  than  five  hundred 
yards  from  the  centre  of  their  line.  They  must  have  given  three 
weeks'  intimation  of  their  intention  to  the  owners  or  occupiers  of 
the  ground,  and  must  pay  such  compensation  as  may  be  agreed  on, 
or  be  ascertained  in  terms  of  the  Lands  Clauses  Act  (sec.  25). 
They  are  also  entitled  to  enter  on  lands  not  distant  more  than  two 
hundred  yards  from  the  centre  of  the  line,  not  being  private 
enclosures  or  ornamental  grounds,  and  not  being  nearer  the 
mansion-house  of  the  owner  than  five  hundred  yards,  and  to  occupy 
such  lands  as  long  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  construction  or 

Ra.  Co.,  2  Ra.  Ca.  823,  and  10  M.  586  ;  Manser  v.  Northern  and  Eastern 

and  W.  263.  Counties  Ra.    Cos.,   2  Ra.  Ca.  380 ; 

Afl  to  power  to  make  temporary  Hole  v.  Sittingboume  and   Sheemess 

bridges,  see  Lond.  and  Birmingham  Ra.  Ra.  Co.,  30  Law  Jour.  (Exch.)  81.  See 

Co.  V.  Grand  Junct.  Canal  Co.,  1  Ra.  Hodges,  pp.  390,  395. 
Ca.  224  ;  R,  v.  Lond.  and  Birmingham         (b)   Contractors  for  the  company 

Ra.  Co,,  1  Ra.  Ca.  317  ;  i2.  v.  Birming-  entering  on  lands  necessary  for  the 

ham  and  Glouc.  Ra.  Co.,  2  Ra.  Ca.  694.  statntory  operations  are  not  in  the 

(a)  See,  as  to  this  clause,  Abraham  position    of   trespaBsers.  —  Ewing   v. 

V.    Great  North.  Ra.   Co.,  16  Q.  B.  York,  1857,  20  D.  351. 
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Notice. 


O^ner  may 
object. 


Findiup^ 
security. 


Option  of 

cotupelling 

purcnase. 


repair  of  the  railway  or  the  accommodation  works,  and  to  use  them 
for  the  purpose  of  depositing  spoil,  taking  earth  and  other  materials, 
forming  roads  thereon  for  the  purposes  of  the  railway,  or  manufac- 
turing such  materials  as  they  may  require.  They  cannot,  however, 
avail  themselves  of  quarries,  brick  fields,  or  the  like,  which  are 
being  worked  at  the  date  of  their  special  act ;  and  they  are  liable  to 
action  for  nuisance,  if  that  arise  from  their  operations  (sec.  27)  (a). 

Before  entering  on  such  lands  for  the  purpose  of  removing 
materials,  they  must  give  three  weeks'  notice  to  the  owners  and 
occupiers,  and  ten  days'  notice  if  required  for  other  purposes. 
These  notices  must  be  served  as  required  by  sec.  29  (b). 

When  the  owners  or  occupiers  have  any  objection  to  state 
against  the  company  entering  on  their  grounds,  either  for  the  pur- 
pose of  using  roads,  taking  away  materials,  or  doing  any  of  the 
things  before  enumerated,  they  may,  within  ten  days  after  receipt 
of  the  notice,  state  their  objections  to  the  company  in  writing,  and 
suggest  their  making  use  of  some  other  roads,  or  entering  on  some 
other  lands ;  and  if  the  company  do  not  agree  to  the  suggestion, 
application  may  be  made  to  the  Sheriff,  who  shall  call  partia 
before  him,  and  summarily  determine  what  roads  shall  be  used, 
and  what  lands  shall  be  taken  (sees.  26,  30,  31). 

Before  entering  on  any  such  lands  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
materials  from  them,  the  company  must,  if  required,  find,  seven 
days  before  expiration  of  the  notice,  two  sufiScient  sureties  to  enter 
into  a  bond  for  the  due  payment  of  such  compensation  as  roar 
become  due,  in  consequence  of  the  contemplated  operations.  Id 
case  of  difference,  these  sureties  must  be  approved  of  by  the  Sheriff 
(sec.  32).  The  company  must  also  put  up  such  fences  and  gates 
as  shall  be  deemed  necessary  by  two  justices,  if  the  matter  be  not 
settled  by  agreement  (sec.  33).  The  land  must  also  be  worked  as 
the  owner  by  his  surveyor  or  agent  may  direct,  and  in  case  of 
disagreement,  as  may  be  settled  by  any  justice  on  the  applicatioD 
of  either  party  (sec.  34). 

When  the  lands  required  to  be  entered  upon  for  such  tem- 
porary purposes  as  those  here  contemplated,  may  be  sold  under  the 

(a)  These  powers  are  rigidly  con-  (h)    The  notice  should  state  the 

strued. —  Webb  v.  Manch,  Ra,  Co.,  1      purpose.— PoyfMkr  v.  Great  N^r^^ 
Ra.  Ca.  599.  Co.,  6  Ra.  Ca.  201. 
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provisions  of  the  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  the  owners  or 
occupiers  may  require  the  company  to  purchase,  provided  this  option 
be  exercised  before  compensation  for  temporary  use  has  been  ac- 
cepted.  The  procedure  is  by  notice  as  in  the  ordinary  case  (sec.  35). 

If  the  company  are  not  required  to  purchase,  they  must,  if  Rent,  oompen- 
required,  within  one  month  after  entry  on  the  lands,   pay   the  mod©  of  aacer- 

.  taining. 

occupier  the  value  of  the  crop,  and  compensation  for  temporary 
damage,  and  must  during  their  occupancy  pay  half-yearly  to  the 
owner  or  occupier  such  rent  as  may  be  agreed  on  or  be  fixed  by  the 
Sheriff.  They  must  also,  within  six  months  after  ceasing  occu- 
pancy, and  not  later  than  six  months  after  the  time  specified  for 
completing  the  line,  pay  or  deposit,  as  the  case  may  require, 
compensation  for  the  permanent  damage  caused  by  their  occupancy, 
including  the  value  of  the  materials  taken  (sec.  36).  The  amount 
and  application  of  the  purchase-money  or  compensation  is  deter- 
mined according  to  the  provisions  of  the  Lands  Clauses  Consolida- 
tion Act  (sec.  37)  (a). 

In  addition  to  the  lands  taken  under  compulsatory  powers,  the  li^nds  for 

.  ^  "^   '^  '  additional 

company  are  empowered  to  contract,  with  any  party  willing  to  sell,  stations,  etc. 
for  the  purchase  of  land  adjoining  the  line  not  exceeding  the  pre- 
scribed amount  of  acres,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  stations  and 
other  buildings,  and  forming  roads,  etc.,  found  to  be  convenient  for 
their  tra£Sc  (sec.  38). 

CROSSING  OP  ROADS  AND  CONSTRUCTION  OP  BRIDGES. 

If  the  line  crosses  a  public  highway,  it  must,  unless  otherwise  Crossing 
provided  by  the  special  act,  be  carried  over  or  under  the  road; 
and  regulations  are  made  with  reference  to  the  construction  of  the 
requisite  bridges,  which  must  always  be  maintained  by  the  company 
(sees.  39,  42,  43,  44).  If  the  line  is  by  the  special  act  allowed  to 
cross  on  a  level,  the  statute  provides  certain  regulations  for  ensuring 
the  safety  of  the  public  ;  and  the  carrying  out  of  these  it  enforces 
by  penalties  (sees.  40,  41)  (6). 

(a)  See  Donald  v.  Humphrey,  1839,  (6)  By  5  and  6  Vict.  c.  65,  s.  9,  it 

1  D.  1184,  for  the  interpretation  to  be  is   provided,   that   when    a   railway 

given  to  special  acts,  in  relation  to  the  croeses  a  road  used  for  carriages,  the 

temporary  occupation  of  lands,  both  company  must  make  and    maintain 

as  regards  the  owners  and  the  public.  gates  to  fence  in  the  railway,  and 
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If  the  engineering  works  necessary  to  enable  the  railway  to 
cross  such  roads  be  such  as  to  render  the  roads  impassable  for  the 
time  being,  the  company,  before  commencing  their  operations,  must 
provide  suitable  substitutes  for  such  roads  under  heavy  penalties 
(sees.  46,  47),  without  prejudice  to  the  right  of  the  parties  suffering 
injury  to  recover  damages  in  any  competent  court  (sec.  48).  If 
the  road  interfered  with  can  be  restored  compatibly  with  the  par- 
poses  of  the  railway,  this  must  be  done;  and  otherwise,  a  new 
or  the  substituted  road  must  be  put  into  a  state  of  permanent 
efficiency.  These  operations  must  be  completed  within  six  months 
in  the  case  of  a  turnpike  road,  and  within  twelve  in  the  case  of  any 
other  road  (sec.  49).  These  provisions  are  guarded  by  appropriate 
penalties  (sec.  50)  (a). 

687.  As  to  the  right  to  erect  a  bridge 
at  a  different  angle  from  the  fonner 
road,  and  as  to  skew  arches,  /?.  v- 
Sharpe,  3  Ra.  Ca.  83.  When  a  com- 
pany are  required  to  strengthen  an  old 
bridge,  they  may  poll  it  down  and  build 
a  new  one. —  Wood  v.  North  Stafford 
Ra.  Co.,  1  Macn.  and  G.  278. 

(a)  The  following  cases  may  be 
noted  upon  these  sections.  See  Attor- 
ney-General V.  Great  North.  Ea.  Co., 
4  De  G.  and  S.  75,  as  to  what  is  a 
proper  substitute  road ;  Attorney 
General  v.  London  and  S.-  W.  RO'  Co., 
3  De  G.  and  S.  439.  If  the  surreyots 
or  road  trustees  object  to  the  snl^ti- 
tuted  road,  they  cannot  obstruct  it,  bat 
must  take  the  proper  legal  remedies.— 
London  and  Brighton  Ra.  Co.  v.  Blaii, 
2  Ra.  Ca.  822.  When  the  deposited 
plans  showed  that  the  railway  was  to 
cross  a  turnpike  road  at  a  level,  itwaa 
held  that  this  was  merely  penoisiTt. 
and  that  the  company  might  elect  to 
carry  the  road  under  the  railway— 
BraynUm  v.  London  and  N.-W.  R^- 
Co.,  4  Ra.  Ca.  563.  Where  a  com- 
pany, in  the  exercise  of  their  statuuxr 
powers,  raised  the  level  of  a  street,  and 
so  closed  up  one  entrance  to  another 
street  which  joined  the  former  at  rigbt 
angles,  it  was  held  that,  as  no  part 
of  the  latter  street  had  been  tooched 


must  provide  proper  persons  to  open 
and  shut  such  gates.  The  Board  of 
Trade  may,  if  they  see  fit,  direct  such 
gates  to  be  kept  closed  across  the  rail- 
way instead  of  across  the  road.  See 
Fawcett  v.  York  and  North  Mid.  Ra. 
Co.,  16  Q.  B.  610. 

With  reference  to  construction  of 
bridges,  see  the  following  authorities. 
As  to  ascent  to  a  bridge.  Attorney- 
General  v.  London  and  Southampton 
Ra.  Co.,  1  Ra.  Ca.  283.  As  to  lower- 
ing of  street  so  as  to  obtain  the 
required  height  under  a  bridge,  R.  v. 
Eastern  Counties  Ra.  Co.,  3  Ra.  Ca. 
22.  As  to  the  width  of  approaches  to 
a  bridge  erected  across  a  railway,  R. 
V.  Birmingham  and  Gloucester  Ra.  Co., 
2  Ra.  Ca.  694.  As  to  width  of  bridge 
itself,  R.  V.  London  and  Birmingham 
Ra.  Co.,  1  Ra.  Ca.  317.  As  to  width  . 
of  road  under  a  railway  bridge,  Attor- 
ney-Gen. V.  London  and  Southampton 
Ra.  Co.,  1  Ra.  Ca.  302;  Clarke  v. 
Manchester,  Slieffield,  and  Lincoln.  Ra. 
Co.,  1  Johns,  and  Hemm.  631 ;  R.  v. 
Birmingham  and  Glouc.  Ra.  Co.,  2  Q. 
B.  47 ;  R.  V.  Manchester  and  Leeds 
Ra.  Co.,  3  Ra.  Ca.  633.  The  width 
of  the  arch  of  a  bridge  over  roa^ls 
must  be  determined  with  reference  to 
the  width  of  the  carriage-road  exclud- 
ing footpaths.— i2.  V.  Righy,  14  Q.  B. 
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Damage  done  to  roads  by  the  company  in  the  formation  of 
their  line,  must  be  repaired  and  made  good  as  required  by  the  Sheriff 
or  two  justices  (sec.  51)  (a). 

If  the  line  cross  on  the  level  any  road  other  than  a  public  Crossing 
carriage-way,  the  company  must  at  all  times  provide  proper  gates 
or  stiles,  convenient  approaches,  handrails,  and  fences,  as  the  case 
may  require  (sec.  52) ;  and  for  this  purpose  they  must,  fourteen 
days  before  commencing  operations,  give  intimation  of  their  inten- 
tion by  advertisement  and  otherwise,  as  required  by  the  Act,  and 
must  be  guided  in  their  proceedings  by  the  direction  of  the  Sheriff 
or  two  justices  (sees.  53,  54). 

Where  the  trustees  of  a  turnpike  road  or  the  surveyor  of  a  Powers  of 

^^niefAAfl  Ann 

highway  apprehend  danger  to  the  public,  from  trains  passing  on  suryeyor. 
the  railway,  they  may  apply  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  after  giving 
fourteen  days'  notice  to  the  company ;  and  the  Board  may  certify 
such  works  as  they  may  deem  necessary  to  be  executed,  which 
must  accordingly  be  completed  by  the  company  within  the  period 
appointed  in  the  certificate,  under  certain  penalties  (sees.  55,  56)  (6). 


or  interfered  with,  the  company  were 
not  hound  to  provide  a  suhstitute  road. 
—Law  and  Co.  v.  Caled.  Ra,  Co.,  1851, 
13  D.  1122.  Where  it  would  have 
heen  necessary,  according  to  the  depo- 
sited plan  of  a  railway,  in  order  to 
carry  a  road  under  the  line,  to  alter  it 
considerably  as  regarded  its  levels,  it 
was  held  that  the  road  was  not  in  the 
position  of  a  road  that  could  ^  be  re- 
stored compatibly  with  the  formation 
and  use  of  the  railway,^  and  therefore 
that  the  company  were  entitled  to 
divert  it. — Christie  v.  Caled,  Ra,  Co,, 
1847,  10  D.  312. 

As  to  scheduling  of  roads,  see 
Campbell  v.  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow 
Ra,  Co.,  1856,  17  D.  613,  and  17  D. 
790. 

If  the  road  is  carried  over  the  rail- 
way, the  company  are  bound  in  the 
perpetual  maintenance  not  only  of  the 
bridge  and  approaches,  but  of  the 
roadway  over  them. — North  Stafford, 
Ra,  Co,  Y,  Dak,  8  E.  and  B.  836 ; 
Leach  v.  North  Stafford,  Ra,  Co.,  29 


Law  Jour.  (M.  C.)  151.  If  the  road 
is  carried  under  the  railway,  they  are 
not  bound  to  keep  it  in  repair. — Lon- 
don and  N.'  W.  Ra.  Co.  v.  Skerton,  33 
Law  Jour.  (M.  C.)  158.  See  also 
Waterford  and  Limerick  Ra,  Co.  v. 
Kearney,  12  Irish  C.  L.  Re.  224. 

(a)  A  piece  of  land  having  been 
taken  by  a  railway  company  for  a 
depot,  of  which  the  proprietor  was 
aware,  a  jury  awarded  £42,  28.  5d.  as 
compensation.  It  was  afterwards  held, 
in  a  question  as  to  the  rights  of  the 
company  to  make  use  of  certain  roads 
as  means  of  access  to  the  ground,  that 
as  the  purpose  was  known  to  the 
proprietor  and  the  jury  to  be  one 
which  necessarily  required  access,  a 
right  of  access  by  these  roads  must 
have  been  included  by  the  jury  among 
the  subjects  for  which  they  awarded 
compensation. — Scott  v.  Edin.,  Leiih, 
and  Granton  Ra,  Co,,  1848,  11  D.  91. 

(b)  A  turnpike  road  means  one  on 
which  toll-gates  are  erected  and  tolls 
taken  thereat. — Northam.  Bridge  and 
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BioDs  of  the 
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Failure  or  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  company  to  keep  bridges, 
fences,  approaches,  gates,  etc.,  in  proper  repair,  may  be  made  the 
subject  of  complaint  to  the  Sheriff  or  two  justices,  by  the  road  sur- 
veyor or  two  householders,  after  ten  days'  notice  to  the  company. 
Appropriate  penalties  are  provided  (sec.  57)  (a). 

It  may  sometimes  happen  that  a  rigid  compliance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  this  or  the  special  act  in  the  construction  of  engmeering 
works  would  be  practically  impossible,  or  attended  with  inconvenience 
without  adequate  advantage.  In  such  cases,  it  is  competent  for  the 
company  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  trustees'  commissioners  or  others 
charged  with  the  duty  of  attending  to  the  public  interest  on  the 
other,  to  apply  to  the  Board  of  Trade  for  directions ;  and  that  body 
are  empowered  to  decide  upon  what  alteration  shall  be  allowed,  and 
to  issue  a  certificate  accordingly  (sec.  58). 


ACCOMMODATION  WORKS. 


Accoramo- 
datioD  works. 


The  company  are  required  to  provide  and  maintain  certain  works 
for  the  accommodation  of  lands  adjoining  the  railway,  which  have 
been  taken  or  severed  from  other  lands  for  the  purpose  of  construct- 
ing the  line.  The  object  of  these  works  is  to  afford  safe  access  to 
the  lands  (6),  to  protect  them  from  trespass,  to  prevent  straying 
of  cattle,  to  convey  away  water,  and  to  provide  suitable  watering- 
places  for  cattle  where  those  formerly  used  have  been  destroyed  or 
rendered  unavailable. 


Roads  Co.  v.  London  and  Southamp. 
Ra,  Co.,  1  Ra.  Ca.  663. 

(a)  When  a  company  destroyed  a 
fold  and  substituted  a  bridge,  they 
were  held  liable  to  keep  the  bridge  in 
repair. — R.  v.  Inhabitants  of  Kent,  13 
East  220 ;  R.  v.  Inhabitants  of  Lindsey, 
14  East  317.  When  a  bridge  was 
erected  by  a  company  over  a  navigable 
river,  it  was  held  that  the  company 
and  not  the  county  were  liable  in  its 
repair  and  maintenance. — R.  v.  Kerri- 
son,  8  M.  and  S.  520 ;  R.  v.  Inhabit- 
ants of  Ely,  15  Q.  B.  827.  See,  as  to 
keeping  drains,  sewers,  etc.,  in  repair, 
Priestly  v.  Foulds,  2  M.  and  G.  175 ; 
R.  V.  Bristol  Dock  Co.,  2  Ra.  Ca.  599. 


(b)  DisoontiguouB  parts  of  an  esUte 
were  connected  by  astatute  labour  road 
which  formed  the  usual  aooess  from  tbe 
turnpike  to  the  mansioii-houfle.  A 
railway  passed  through  one  part  of  the 
estate,  and  crossed  the  statute  labour 
road  at  a  point  to  which  no  part  of  tbe 
estate  was  immediately  adjacent  In 
a  reduction  of  a  verdict  of  a  jury  find- 
ing the  proprietor  entitled  to  damages 
for  the  level  crossing,  and  aaMBsiog 
the  amount,  it  was  held  that  tbe  pro- 
prietor was  not  entitled  to  damages 
on  account  of  the  level  crossiiig.'' 
Caled.  Ra.  Co.  v.  Ogilvy,  1855, 1«  !>• 
(H.  of  L.)  20,  2  Macq.  229,  revenmg 
15  D.  410. 
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The  company  are  not,  however,  required  to  make  such  accom-  Compensation 

,  may  oe  made 

modation   works  in   a  waj  that  would   prevent  or  obstruct  the  inUeuof 
working  of  their  line;  and  they  have  the  alternative  of  making  tion works. 
compensation  to  the  owner  and  occupiers  of  the  lands  for  the  want 
of  accommodation  works,  as  the  same  may  be  settled  by  agreement, 
and  otherwise  as  in  cases  of  disputed  compensation  (sec.  60). 

If  the  company  do  not  avail  themselves  of  this  option,  they  Modes  in 

.11  Ja"i  t-  J  which  the 

must  make   such   accommodation  works  as  may  be  agreed  on;  accommoda- 
and  if  the  matter  cannot  be  arranged,  it  must  be  determined  by  '^Z^.r. 
the  Sheriff  or  two  justices,  who  also  fix  the  time  within  which  ^etenmned. 
such  works  shall  be  commenced  and  executed  by  the  company 
(sec.   61)  (a).      If   for  seven   days  the  company   fail   to  begin 
operations,  and  to  proceed  in  conformity  with  such  decemiture, 
the  works  may   be  executed  by  the  party  aggrieved  (sec.  62). 
The  expense  must  in  that  case  be  repaid  by  the  company;  and 
in  case  of  dispute,  its  amount  is  determined  by  the  Sheriff  or  two 
justices  (sec.  62)  (6). 

If  the  owners  or  occupiers  consider  that  the  accommodation  Power  of 
works  directed  to  be  made  are  insufficient,  they  may,  with  the  Siake^ddi- 
compan/s  consent,  or  with  the  authority  of  the  Sheriff  or  two  mo^tiOT*"* 
justices,  make  additional  works;  but  this  must  be  done  at  their  ^^''^ 


(a)  In  a  case  where  it  was  alleged 
that  the  neceflsary  accommodation 
works  had  not  been  agreed  on  or  con- 
structed, interdict  was  refused  against 
the  railway  company  proceeding  with 
the  construction  of  the  railway,  as  the 
proper  remedy  was  that  provided  in 
sees.  60,  61,  and  62. — Blacky  etc.,  v. 
Formartine  and  Bnchan  Ra,  Co.y  1861, 
23  D.  600.  A  railway  company  be- 
came bound  to  provide  a  proprietor, 
through  whose  lands  their  line  passed, 
with  an  accommodation  archway  of  a 
particular  description.  The  arch  was 
built,  but  it  was  afterwards  destroyed 
by  a  flood,  and  was  reconstructed  by 
the  company  in  a  different  manner. 
Upon  this  the  proprietor  raised  an 
action,  concluding  that  they  should  be 
ordained  to  restore  the  arch  in  the 
same  way  as  originally  constructed. 
It  was  pleaded  by  the  company  that 


the  arch  could  not  with  safety  be  re- 
constructed on  the  original  plan; 
that  they  possessed  power  under  their 
special  act  to  alter  works  and  to  sub- 
stitute others  in  their  place  when 
necessary  ;  and  that  as  they  had  given 
the  proprietor  as  good  an  access  as 
formerly,  he  could  not  claim  specific 
performance.  The  Court  remitted  the 
case  for  trial  under  the  issue,  whether 
the  defenders  had  wrongfully  failed  to 
reconstruct  the  archway. — Hay  v. 
North  British  Ra.  Co.,  1850,  12  D. 
1230.  See  Storer  v.  Great  Western 
Ra.  Co.,  3  Ra.  Ga.  106;  London  and 
Birmingham  Railway  Company  v. 
Grand  Junction  Canal  Company,  1  Ra. 
Ca.  224. 

(b)  These  expenses  cannot  form  the 
subject  of  compensation  to  be  assessed 
by  a  jury. — R.  v.  South  Wales  Ra.  Co., 
13  Q.  B.  988. 
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owner  till 
completion 
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own  expense,  and  if  required  by  the  company,  at  the  sight  of 
their  engineer.  The  company,  however,  cannot  require  that  plans 
should  be  adopted  which  woiild  involve  a  greater  expense  than 
that  incurred  in  the  execution  of  similar  works  by  the  company 
(sees.  63,  64). 

The  company  cannot  be  required  to  make  any  further  or 
additional  accommodation  works  after  expiration  of  the  prescribed 
period,  and  if  none  be  prescribed,  after  five  years  from  the  opening 
of  the  line  for  traffic  (sec.  65)  (a). 

Until  the  company  have  completed  proper  communications 
between  intersected  lands,  those  entitled  to  access  niay  freely  cross 
and  recross  the  line  of  railway  directly  at  the  required  points,  but 
so  as  not  to  obstruct  or  damage  the  line.  This  right  is,  however, 
taken  away,  in  so  far  as  the  owner  or  occupier  is  concerned,  by  his 
receiving  or  agreeing  to  receive  compensation  for  the  loss  of  such 
communication  (sec.  66)  (b). 


(a)  In  relation  to  accommodation 
works,  the  following  observations  may 
be  found  useful.  The  right  to  have 
such  works  constructed  is  altogether 
irrespective  of  the  right  to  compensa- 
tion for  taking  the  land.  See  South 
Wales  Ra.  Co,  v.  Richards,  13  Q.  B. 
988 ;  Skerratt  v.  North  Stafford.  Ra. 
Co.^  6  Ra.  Ca.  177.  Accommodation 
works  are  properly  what,  at  the  time 
of  making  the  line,  appear  to  be  neces- 
sary for  the  accommodation  of  the 
owners  and  occupiers  of  the  adjacent 
lands,  as  contradistinguished  from 
what  may  afterwards  be  rendered 
necessary  by  emerging  circumstances, 
such  as  working  of  mines  and  the 
like.— ie.  V.  Fisher,  3  Best  and  S.  191 ; 
Damley  v.  London,  Chatham,  and  Dover 
Ra.  Co.,  9  E.  Jur.  N.  S.  148.  The  obli- 
gation to  put  up  fences  and  gates  to 
prevent  straying  of  cattle,  applies  only 
as  in  a  question  between  the  company 
and  the  owners  or  occupiers  of  the 
adjacent  grounds.  Hence,  if  cattle 
stray  into  a  field  adjoining  the  rail- 
way, or  get  there  without  the  consent 
of  the  owner  or  occupier  of  the  field 
and  afterwards  enter  on  the  railway 


and  are  injured,  the  company  are  not 
liable. — Ricketts  v.  East  and  We*t 
India  Docks  and  Ra.  Co.,  12  C.  B. 
160 ;  Manrliester,  Sheffield,  and  Lik- 
coln  Ra.  Co.  v.  WallL^,  14  C.  B.  213  ; 
Midland  Ra.  Co.  v.  Dayldn,  17  C.  B. 
126.  It  does  not  apply  to  adjoimng 
lands  belonging  to  the  company. 
Hence  the  company  are  not  liable  for 
injiuries  received  by  cattle  grazing  bj 
permission  on  the  slopes,  etc.,  of  the 
railway,  and  straying  thence  on  the 
line. — Mar/ell  v.  South  Woks  Ra.  Co., 
29  Law  Jour.  (C.  P.)  315 ;  HounAll 
V.  Smyth,  29  Law  Joup.  (C.  P.)  203 : 
Roberts  v.  Great  Western  Ra.  Co.,  ^ 
Law  Jour.  (C.  P.)  266 ;  Hardcastk  t. 
South  Yorkshire  Ra.  Co.,  28  Lav 
Jour.  (Exch.)  139 ;  Bints  v.  S.«/A 
Yorkshire  and  River  Dun  Co.,  82  Uw 
Jour.  (Q.  B.)  26.  The  elapse  of  the 
prescribed  period  does  not  preclude  a 
landlord  from  requiring  insufficiisnt 
works  to  be  made  sufficient-^Brori 
V.  Edinr.  and  Glas.  Ra.  Co.,  18W,  1 
Macph.  875. 

(b)  See,  as  to  this,  Manning  v.  Ea^- 
CouiUies  Ra.  Co.,  3  Ra.  Ca.  637;  Grond 
Juuct.  Ra.  Co.  V.  White,  2  Ra.  Ca-  559. 


Chap.  XIII.]    MINES  LYING  UNDER  OR  NEAR  THE  RAILWAY.  497 

The  Act  contains  certain  provisions  for  enabling  the  owner  of  Branch  lines. 
adjacent  lands  and  others  to  lay  down  branch  lines  for  communi- 
cating with  the  railway  (sec.  69)  (a).     These  provisions  are,  how- 
ever,  subject  to  the  restrictions  of  5  and  6  Vict.  c.  55. 

MINES  LYING  UNDER  OR  NEAR  THE  RAILWAY. 


The  company  are  entitled  to  use  the  lands  acquired  by  them  Rigbts  of 

J       xi-    •  •  i?  1  1  •1    owners  as 

under  theur  aggressive  powers  for  such  purposes  only  as  are  required  to  mines. 
for  constructing  and  working  their  line.  Unless,  therefore,  they 
have  expressly  purchased  them,  the  company  are  not  entitled  to 
mines  or  minerals  contained  in  the  lands  so  acquired  (sec.  70)  (b) ; 
and  the  owners  are  entitled  to  work  them  notwithstanding  forma- 
tion of  the  railway,  subject  to  certain  provisions.  When  the 
minerals  lie  right  under  the  railway,  or  forty  yards  therefrom,  or 
within  such  distance  as  may  be  prescribed,  the  owner,  before  pro- 
ceeding to  work  them,  must  give  the  company  thirty  days'  written 
notice.  On  receiving  this  notice,  they  are  entitled  to  inspect  the 
mines  proposed  to  be  worked,  and  may,  if  they  think  such  working 
dangerous  or  inconvenient,  give  a  counter  notice  that  they  object 
to  the  working,  in  whole  or  in  part,  and  are  willing  to  give  com- 
pensation (sec.  71) ;  but  if  no  notice  to  this  effect  is  given  within 
the  thirty  days,  the  owner  may  proceed  to  work  as  he  intended,  and 
he  may  also  do  so  in  respect  to  such  minerals  as  the  notice,  if  given, 
does  not  include.  Ajiy  breach  of  the  notice,  however,  on  his  part 
will  subject  him  in  damages,  and  will  also  entitle  the  company  to 

(a)  By  an  act  incorporating  a  rail-  be  borne  by  the  company. ^ — Wishaw 

way    company    for    mineral    traffic,  and  Coltness  Ra,  Co,  v.  Dixon^  1849, 

power  was  given  to  adjoining  pro-  11  D.  557. 

prietora  to  cross  the  line  with  railways.  (6)  See,  aa  to  this  clause,  Fletcher 

Subsequently   the   company,   by   an  v.  (xreat  West.  Ra.  Co.,  28  Law  Jour, 

agreement    with    another    company,  (Ex.)  147,  and  29  Law  Jour.  (Ex.) 

made  it  a  line  for  passengers.     It  was  253 ;  E.  v.  Leeds  and  Selby  Ra.  Co., 

held  that  a  proprietor  conld  cross  the  3  A.  and  E.  683  ;    Cromford  Canal 

line  with  his  railway  in  such  a  manner  Co.  v.  Cutis,  5  Ra.  Ga.  442.    Mines 

only  as  was  consistent  with  public  have  been  held  to  be  quarries  or  places 

safety ;  that  he  was  not  entitled  to  out  of  which  anything  is  dug.     See 

cross  on  a  level ;  that  his  railway  must  Darvill  v.  Roper,  3  Dr.  294 ;  Bowes  v. 

be  carried  either  above  or  under  the  Ravensworth,  15  C.  B.  512 ;  Rosse  v. 

line ;  but  that  the  additional  expense  Wainman,  2  Ex.   800  ;   Micklethwait 

caused  by  this  mode  of  crossing  must  v.  Winter,  6  Ex.  644. 
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When  working 
of  mines  is 
jjrevontt'd  by 
tlio  company. 


Assessment  of 
compensatiou. 


Power  of 
company  to 
examine  the 
working's. 


have  such  obstruction  as  he  may  have  created  removed  at  his  ex- 
pense (sec.  72). 

When  the  working  is  prevented  by  the  company,  the  owner  may 
make  such  airways,  gateways,  or  water-levels  through  the  strata 
which  he  is  prevented  from  working  as  may  be  requisite  for  venti- 
lation, drainage,  etc.,  in  conformity  with  the  prescribed  measure- 
ments, but  not  so  as  to  injure  the  line  or  impede  the  traffic  (sec.  73). 
The  company  must  pay  from  time  to  time  all  such  expenses,  losses, 
or  damafje  as  arise  from  the  severance  of  his  minerals  from  his 
other  lands,  or  from  his  being  obliged  to  work  them  under  such 
restrictions  as  are  imposed  in  the  interest  of  the  railway  (sees.  74, 
75). 

All  compensation  connected  with  these  matters  is  assessed  as 
in  other  cases  of  disputed  compensation  (sees.  71,  74). 

To  enable  the  company  to  ascertain  whether  the  minerals  are 
being  or  have  been  worked  so  as  to  damage  the  rwlway,  they  are 
empowered,  after  giving  twenty-four  hours'  written  notice,  to  enter 
on  the  lands  and  inspect  the  works  (sec.  76).  Refusal  on  the  part 
of  the  owner  to  permit  such  inspection  subjects  him  in  a  penalty  of 
£20  (sec.  77).  If  it  appear  that  the  minerals  have  been  worked 
contrary  to  the  statutory  provisions  (a),  the  company  may  require  die 


(a)  A  proprietor  sold  lands  for  a 
railway,  reserving  the  minerals,  and 
liberty  to  work  them.  It  was  held 
that  the  conveyance  of  surface  implied 
right  to  adequate  and  adjacent  sup- 
port, and  that  the  owner  of  the 
minerals  was  not  entitled  to  work 
them  to  the  endangering  of  the  rail- 
way. Caled.  Ra.  v.  Sprot,  1856, 19  D. 
(II.  of  L.)  3,  2  Macq.  449,  28  Jur.  486, 
reversing  16  D.  559  and  955 ;  Caled. 
Ra.  Co.  V.  Belhaven,  1857,  19  D.  (H.  of 
L.)  5,  29  Jur.  880,  3  Macq.  56.  See, 
as  illustrative  of  the  right  to  compen- 
sation for  mines,  Fletcher  v.  Gt.  West, 
Ra.  Co.,  28  Law  Jour.  (Ex.)  147,  and 
29  ibid.  253 ;  Bamsley  Canal  Co.  v. 
Tmbell,  13  Law  Jour.  (Ch.)  434; 
Cromford  Canal  Co.  v.  Cutts,  5  Ra. 
Ca.  442.  As  to  future  damages  to  be 
caused  to  mines  after  the  lands  had 
been  valued  and  sold,  it  has  been  held 


that  where  the  damage  might  have 
been  foreseen,  and  yet  no  clium  vas 
made  for  compensation  at  the  time  of 
the  sale,  none  could  afterwards  be 
claimed.  R.  v.  Leeds  and  SeWy  Ha. 
Co.,  3  A.  and  E.  683 ;  /?.  v.  Aire  and 
Calder  Navig.,  30  Law  Jour.  (Q.  B.) 
337.  In  these  cases,  however,  the  \o» 
for  which  compensation  was  daimed 
arose  from  the  seller  pushing  his 
workings  to  the  land  on  which  the 
railway  was  made.  Hence,  where  the 
future  injury  for  which  compensation 
was  claimed  arose  from  the  direct  act 
of  the  company,  mandamus  was  isaed 
to  compel  assessment  of  compensatioD. 
—iJ.  V.  North  Midland  Ra.  Co.,  2  R*. 
Ca.  1.  See  Lister  v.  Lobley,  7  A.  and  E. 
124,  Hodges  233.  Where  a  compaoy 
are  by  their  act  entitled  to  acquire  coal 
mines,  and  in  that  case  to  f^bid  their 
being  wrought,  it  seems  that  if  they 
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owner  to  adopt  such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  safety 
of  the  railway,  and  on  his  failure  they  may  construct  the  necessary 
works  at  his  expense  (sec.  78). 

do  not  exercise  their  right,  they  cannot  See  Dudley  Canal  Co.  v.  Grazebrook, 

claim  compensation  for  injury  caused  1  B.   and  Ad.   59 ;  and  Stourbridge 

to  their  undertaking  by  the  coal  owner  Canal  Co.  v.  Dudley,  30  Law  Jour, 

working  his  mines  in  the  usual  way.  (Q.  B.)  108. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

IN  WHAT  CASES  COMPENSATION  MAY  BE  CLAIMED. 

Having  now  examined  the  provisions  of  the  Consolidation  Acts  in 
relation  to  aggressive  powers,  and  the  statutory  machinery  for 
obtaining  compensation  for  the  consequences  of  their  exercise,  it  is 
proposed  in  the  present  chapter  to  point  out  the  legal  principles,  in 
conformity  with  which  the  right  to  obtain  compensation  under  these 
statutes  has  been  interpreted  and  defined,  and  to  give  some  illus- 
trations of  the  kind  of  damage  or  injury  for  which  compensation 
may  be  claimed. 
In  what  ca5C8  From  the  language  of  the  Consolidation  Acts,  it  is  clear  that 

componsatiou  o      o  ? 

contemplated,  compensation  is  always  due  where  lands,  or  any  interests  therein, 
are  taken  or  used  by  the  company  for  the  purposes  of  their  under- 
taking, as  defined  by  their  special  act.  No  difficulty,  therefore, 
presents  itself,  in  so  far  as  this  is  concerned.  But  as  provision 
is  also  made  for  compensation  where  lands  or  their  accessories,  not 
taken  or  used,  are  injuriously  affected,  questions  have  arisen  as  to 
the  kind  of  injuries  which  in  such  circumstances  entitle  to  com- 
pensation ;  and  even  when  compensation  is  plainly  due,  it  has  often 
been  made  a  question  whether  it  was  to  be  ascertained  and  re- 
covered under  the  statutory  provisions,  or  by  ordinary  action. 
principles  ^^  dealing  with  such  questions,  the  following  principles  have 

and  rules.  reccivcd  effect.  A  company  may  cause  injury  not  only  by  doing 
that  which  it  is  lawful  for  them  to  do  by  reason  of  their  aggres- 
sive powers,  and  which  but  for  these  powers  would  be  unlawful, 
but  by  doing  something  which,  being  in  excess  of  their  aggressive 
powers,  or  not  being  done  in  conformity  therewith,  is  unlawful,  not- 
withstanding their  being  vested  with  such  powers.     Now  it  is  held, 
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that  in  the  former  ease  only  is  the  injured  party  entitled  to  have 
compensation  assessed  under  the  statutory  provisions ;  and  that  in 
the  latter  his  remedy  is  at  common  law,  by  interdict,  action  of 
damages,  or  otherwise,  as  the  circumstances  of  the  case  may  re- 
quire (a).  Even  where  the  injury  arises  from  what  the  company 
are  lawfully  entitled  to  do,  it  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  they 
are  liable  in  compensation  under  the  statutes,  for  the  act  causing 
the  injury  complained  of  may  be  one  wliich  they  would  be  entitled 
to  do  altogether  irrespective  of  their  statutory  powers;  and  the 
injury  may  be  of  such  a  nature,  that  it  is  equally  shared  by  the 
complainer  and  every  other  member  of  the  community.  In  such 
cases,  it  is  held  that  if,  irrespective  of  the  statute,  the  act  com- 
plained of  would  not  have  grounded  action  at  common  law,  the 
statute  does  not  entitle  to  compensation  unless  where  it  contains 
a  special  provision  to  that  effect  (6).  Where,  however,  the  injury 
is  such  that  the  complainer  suffers  private  and  particular  damage 
beyond  the  rest  of  the  Queen's  subjects,  he  will  be  entitled  to 
compensation  (c). 

Having  thus  indicated  the  principles  which  will  be  applied  in  Examples  of 

.  .1.         compensation. 

cases  of  compensation  under  the  statutes,  we  snail  now  give  usts 
of  the  more  important  cases,  arranging  them  under  appropriate 
headings. 

Compensation  for  injury  to  access  to  property  by  changing 
level  of  public  road : — Moore  v.  Great  South,  and  West.  JRa.  Co,^ 
10  Irish  C.  L.  Re.  46  ;  R.  v.  East.  Count.  Ra.  Co.^  2  Ra.  Ca.  736  ; 
Tushey  v.  Great  South,  and  West.  Ra.  Co.,,  10  Irish  C.  L.  Re.  98 ; 
Hunter  v.  NoHh  British  Ra.  Co.j  1849,  12  D.  37 ;  Caled.  Ra.  Co. 
V.  Ogilviey  1853,  15  D.  410 ;  1855,  18  D.  (H.  L.)  28,  2  Macq. 
299. 


(a)  Caledonian  Ra,  Co.  v.  Colt, 
1860,  3  Maoq.  833,  reversiDg  21  D. 
1108 ;  Broadbent  v.  Imperial  Gas  Co., 
7  H.  of  L.  Ca.  600.  See  also  /)er  Lord 
Denman  in  R.  v.  Eastern  Counties  Ra. 
Co.,  2  Q.  B.  847 ;  ChamherUiin  v.  West- 
End  and  Crystal  Palace  Ra.  Co.,  32 
Law  Jour.  (Q.  B.)  173. 

(6)  CaUd.  Ra.  Co.  v.  Ogilvy,  1855, 
2  Maoq.  229,  reversing  15  D.  410; 
New  River  Co.  v.  Johnson,  29  Law  J. 


(M.  C.)  93  ;  Acton  v.  Blundell,  12  M. 
and  W.  324  ;  Wood  v.  Stourbridge  Ra. 
Co.,  16  C.  B.  (N.  S.)  222;  South 
Stafford  Ra.  Co.  v.  Hall,  6  Ra.  Ca. 
389 ;  Gattke's  case,  6  Ra.  Ca.  371 ; 
R.  V.  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works, 
32  Law  J.  (Q.  B.)  105. 

(c)  Chamberlain  v.  West- End  and 
Crystal  Palace  Ra.  Co.,  32  Law  J. 
(Q.  B.)  173. 
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For  crossing  private  roads  : — Glover  v.  North  Stafford  Ra.  Co,, 
16  Q.  B.  912;  Soiith  Stafford  Ra.  Co.  v.  Hall^  1  Sim.  (N.  S.) 
388  ;  Campbell  v.  Edin.  and  Glasgow  Ra,  Co.,  1855,  17  D.  790. 

For  impeding  access  to  a  ferry : — Re  Cooling^  19  Law  Jour. 
(Q.  B.)  25,  14  Q.  B.  25  ;  Macey  v.  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works, 
33  Law  Jour.  (Ch.)  377. 

For  impeding  a  canal  towing-path : — R.  v.  Thames  and  Isis 
Nav»  Comm.j  5  A.  and  E.  804. 

For  flooding  of  lands  : —  Ware  v.  Regents  Canal  Co.j  23  Beav. 
575. 

For  injury  to  a  house  from  tunnel  being  made  under  or  near 
it : — Lond,  and  North-  West,  Ra,  Co.  v.  Bradley ^  6  Q-  B.  759 ; 
Bradley  v.  South.  Local  Board  of  Healthy  4  E.  and  B.  1014 ;  Croft 
V.  Lond.  and  North-West.  Ra.  Co.j  32  Law  Jour.  (Q.  B.)  113; 
Sparrow  v.  Oxford  and  Wolver.  Ra.  Co.j  2  De  G.  M.  and  G.  94 ; 
Ramsden  v.  Manch.  Ra.  Co.y  1  Exch.  723 ;  Piper  v.  Hammersmith 
and  City  Ra.  Co.,  Q.  B.  M.  T.  1864. 

For  injury  to  mines: — Cromford  Canal  Co.  v.  CuttSy  5  Ra.  Ca. 
442  ;  Bamsley  Canal  Co.  v.  Twihelly  13  Law  Jour.  (Ch.)  434 ; 
Fletcher  v.  Great  West.  Ra.  Co.,  29  Law  Jour.  253 ;  R.  v.  Leeds 
and  Selby  Ra,  Co.,  3  A.  and  E.  683 ;  R.  v.  Aire  and  Colder  Namg.y 
30  Law  Jour.  (Q.  B.)  337  ;  R.  v.  NoHh  Mid.  Ra.  Co.y  2  Ra,  Ca. 
1 ;  Glasgow  and  Neilston  Ra.  Co»  v.  Nitshill  Coal  Co,y  1850,  7 
Bell's  App.  325,  reversing  11  D.  327. 

For  injury  to  tenants: — Falconer  v.  Aberdeen  Ra.  Co.y  1853, 
15  D.  352  ;  Caled.  Ra.  Co.  v.  Burry  1855,  17  D.  312  ;  Peddit  v. 
Brown  and  Co.y  1857,  20  D.  (H.  L.)  1,  3  Macq.  65 ;  Hunter  v. 
North  Brit.  Ra.  Co.y  1849,  12  D.  37  ;  Glas.  and  Neilston  Ra.  Co. 
V.  Nitshill  Coal  Co.y  1850,  7  Bell's  App.  325 ;  North  Brit.  Ra.  Co. 
V.  Hayy  1852,  14  D.  832  ;  Inge  v.  Birm.y  Wolver.y  and  Stour  VaUei/ 
Ra.  Co.y  3  De  G.  M.  and  G.  658.  The  following  English  cases 
occurred  under  special  acts,  with  provisions  similar  to  those  of  the 
Consolidation  Acts.  Lessees  for  years : — Re  Palmer  and  Hungerford 
Market  Co.y  9  A.  and  E.  463  ;  R.  v.  Liverpool  and  Manch.  Ra.  Co., 
4  A.  and  E.  650 ;  Jubb  v.  Hull  Dock  Co.y  9  Q.  B.  443.  Tenants 
from  year  to  year : — R.  v.  Southampton  Ra.  Co.y  1  Ra.  Ca.  717 ; 
ex  parte  FarloWy  2  B.  and  Ad.  341 ;  ea  parte  Nadin^  17  Law 
Jour.  (Ch.)  421 ;   Waijiwright  v.  Ramsdeny  1  Ra.  Ca^  714. 
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For  injury  to  parties  interested  in  a  common  : — Fife  and  Kin-- 
ro88  Ra.  Co.  V.  Deasy  etc.y  1859,  21  D.  1205  ;  Cunningham  v.  Edin- 
burgh and  Northern  Ra.  Co.^  1847,  9  D.  1469. 

For  pollution  of  water-course  : — Caled.  Ra,  Co,  v.  Barr^  1855, 
17  D.  312  ;  King  v.  Bristol  Dock  Co.,  14  East  428. 

For  loss  of  goodwill  of  a  business  caused  by  operations  of  the 
company : — Senior  v.  Metropolitan  Ra.  Co.,  32  Law  Jour.  (Exch.) 
225 ;  Chamberlain  v.  West-End  and  Crystal  Pal.  Ra.  Co.,  2  Best  and 
S.  605 ;  Camerm  v.  Char.  Cross  Ra.  Co.,  16  C.  B.  (N.  S.)  430. 

As  a  rule,  compensation  cannot  be  claimed  for  prospective  or 
future  damage — Lee  v.  Milner,  2  M.  and  W.  824 ;  but  an  excep- 
tion exists  where  the  damage  is  of  a  recurring  kind,  and  instances 
of  it  have  already  taken  place. — Per  Lords  Abinger  and  Wensley- 
dale  in  same  case ;  and  see  also  Jubb  v.  Hull  Dock  Co.,  9  Q.  B. 
443 ;  R.  V.  Aire  and  Calder  Navigation,  30  Law  Jour.  (Q.  B.)  337 ; 
Broadbent  v.  Imperial  Gas  Co.,  26  Law  Jour.  (Ch.)  276,  7  H.  of  L. 
Ca.  600 ;  per  Erie,  C.  J.,  in  Chamberlains  case,  32  Law  Jour. 
(Q.  B.)  1 78 ;  Turner  v.  Sheffield  and  Rotherham  Ra.  Co.,  3  Ra. 
Ca.  222.  If  damage  de  facto  afterwards  takes  place,  the  party 
aggrieved 4 has  his  recourse  at  common  law: — Bagnall  v.  L.  and 
N.-  W.  Ra.  Co.,  7  H.  and  N.  423  ;  Lawrence  v.  Great  Nor.  Ra.  Co., 
16Q.  B.  643. 

Injury  to  amenity  will  not  in  general  entitle  to  compensation  : 
— Caledon.  Ra.  Co.  v.  Ogilvy,  1855,  2  Macq.  229,  reversing  15  D. 
410 ;  Penny  v.  South-East.  Ra.  Co,,  7  E.  and  B.  660. 

Where  the  injury  arises  from  acts  which  the  company  are  not 
authorized  to  do,  or  from  negligence  in  doing  that  for  which  they 
have  statutory  authority,  compensation  cannot  be  obtained  under 
the  statutory  provisions,  but  the  remedy  is  at  common  law. — Per 
Crompton,  J.,  in  BAne  v.  Great  West.  Ra.  Co.,  2  Best  and  S.  402. 
The  complainer  may  procefed  by  action  of  damages — Tisken  v. 
City  Gas  Co.  of  Glasgow,  1850,  12  D.  756 ;  Lawson  v.  N.  B.  Ra. 
Co.,  1850, 12  D.  1250 ;  Samuel  v.  E.  and  G.  Ra.  Co.,  1851,  13  D. 
312  ;  Turner  v.  Sheffield  and  Rotherham  Ra.  Co.,  3  Ra.  Ca.  222 ; 
TAXwrence  v.  Great  North.  Ra.  Co.,  6  Ra.  Ca.  656  ;  or  may  have 
the  proceedings  complained  of  stayed  by  interdict. — Broadbent  v. 
Imperial  Gas  Co.,  7  De  G.  M.  and  G.  436 ;  Ware  v.  RegenCs 
Canal  Co.,  23  Beav.  575. 
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BYE-LAWS. 


General 
observations. 


Byo-law8 

binding  on 
the  public ; 


statutory 

proviijions 

regarding. 


The  power  to  make  bye-laws  binding  on  their  own  members  or 
servants  is  possessed  at  common  law  by  every  corporation :  and  the 
only  limit  to  the  exercise  of  this  power  is,  that  such  bye-laws  shall 
not  be  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  incorporating  instrument, 
or  to  the  laws  of  the  land  (a).  But  beyond  this,  powers  to  make 
bye-laws  which  shall  be  binding  on  the  public  generally  are  fre- 
quently conferred  on  companies  incorporated  for  the  carrying  on 
of  public  undertakings.  Such  powers  are  plainly  infringements 
on  the  rights  of  the  public  as  defined  by  the  constitutional  law,  and 
therefore,  like  other  extraordinary  powers,  they  cannot,  in  modem 
times  at  least,  be  conferred  otherwise  than  by  the  action  of  the 
Legislature. 

Such  powers,  however,  being  often  necessary  for  the  prosecu- 
tion and  management  of  undertakings  of  a  public  nature,  are,  when 
required,  conferred  on  the  company  by  their  special  act.  But  as 
their  exercise,  if  uncontrolled,  might  be  highly  detrimental  to  the 
interests  of  the  public,  various  important  provisions  have  been  made 
in  the  General  and  Consolidation  Acts,  calculated  to  ensure  that 
no  bye-laws  shall  be  framed  of  an  objectionable,  unnecessary,  or 
oppressive  character.  By  the  3  and  4  Vict.  c.  97,  it  is  provided 
that  copies  of  all  bye-laws,  etc.,  made  before  the  date  of  the  Act 
(10th  August  1840)  should,  within  the  two  following  months,  be  laid 
before  the  Board  of  Trade  (sec.  7) ;  and  that  no  bye-laws,  etc., 
made  subsequently  to  the  date  of  that  Act,  and  no  rules  or  regula- 
tions annulling  existing  bye-laws,  etc.,  shall  have  any  force  or  effect 

(a)  Graham  v.  Writers  to  tJie  Signety      214.     See  also   Galloway  v.   Ranl'tn, 
1  W.  and  S.  538  (1826),  reveremg  2  S.      1864,  2  Macph.  1199. 
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until  the  elapse  of  two  months  after  a  copy  of  them,  duly  certified, 
shall  have  been  laid  before  the  Board  of  Trade,  unless  the  Board 
shall  before  such  time  have  signified  their  approval  thereof  (sec.  8). 
Similar  provisions  are  also  made  by  the  Railway  Clauses  Act,  1863,  26  and  27  vict 

c.  9dj  B»  32. 

as  to  bye-laws  relating  to  passengers,  cattle,  and  goods  conveyed  in 
steam-vessels  belonging  to  railway  companies  (sec.  32). 

If  the  Board  of  Trade  are  dissatisfied  with  any  such  bye-laws,  s  and  4  Vict. 
whether  before  or  after  they  have  come  into  operation,  they  may 
notify  to  the  company  their  disapproval  of  them,  and  in  certain 
cases  the  time  at  which  they  shall  cease  to  be  in  force  (sec.  9). 
Bye-laws  so  disallowed  cease  to  have  any  force,  notwithstanding 
they  may  have  received  the  approval  of  sheriffs,  justices,  quarter 
sessions,  or  other  officials  empowered  by  former  Acts  to  give 
them  validity  (sec.  10).  These  provisions  do  not,  however,  apply 
to  bye-laws  framed  for  the  regulation  of  the  servants  of  the 
company. 

By  the  Companies  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  companies  formed  s  Vict.  c.  17. 
under  its  provisions  are  empowered  to  make  bye-laws  for  regulating 
the  conduct  of  their  officers  and  servants,  and  for  providing  for  the 
due  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  company  in  all  respects  what- 
ever, and  from  time  to  time  to  alter  and  repeal  the  same,  provided 
that  such  bye-laws  are  not  repugnant  to  the  common  law,  or  to  the 
provisions  of  the  special  or  general  Acts  (sec.  127).  Power  is  also 
given  to  impose  penalties  for  their  infringement  on  the  company 
officials,  but  not  on  the  public  (sees.  128,  129).  Such  bye-laws 
must  be  authenticated  by  the  seal  of  the  company,  and  a  copy  of 
them  given  to  every  company  official  affected  thereby  (sec.  127)  ; 
and  a  copy  of  them,  authenticated  as  above,  is  declared  to  be  suffi- 
cient evidence  of  their  authenticity  (sec.  130).  Such  bye-laws  are 
not  stated  to  require  the  sanction  of  the  Board  of  Trade  ;  and  the 
reason  of  this  appears  to  be,  that  they  are  intended  to  apply  to  the 
company's  servants,  and  not  to  the  public  generally. 

By  the  Railway  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  a  railway  company  %  and  9  Vict. 
is  empowered  to  make  bye-laws  from  time  to  time  for  the  regulation  ^  ^' 
of  their  traffic  and  the  prevention  of  nuisances,  provided  such  bye- 
laws  obtain  the  sanction  of  the  Board  of  Trade  as  already  explained, 
and  be  not  repugnant  to  the  common  law  or  the  statutory  provi- 
sions.    They  must  be  reduced  to  writing,  and  be  authenticated  by 
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the  common  seal  of  the  company.  Certain  penalties  may  be  en- 
forced against  all  persons  whomsoever  contravening  their  provisions : 
and  where  their  infraction  is  attended  with  danger  or  annoyance  to 
the  public,  or  hindrance  to  the  company,  the  company  may  snm- 
marily  interfere,  without  prejudice  to  any  penalty  incurred  by  such 
infraction  (sees.  101,  102,  103).  The  substance  of  such  bye-laws 
must  be  printed,  and  kept  affixed  on  the  front  or  other  conspi- 
cuous part  of  any  wharf  or  station  belonging  to  the  company; 
and  when  so  confirmed,  published,  and  affixed,  they  become  bind- 
ing on  the  public,  and  may  be  acted  on  by  the  company  (sees. 
103,  104). 
26  and  27  Vict.         The  Railway  Clauses  Act,  1863,  contains  similar  provisions, 

empowering  railway  companies  to  make  bye-laws  to  regulate  the 
traffic  of  steam-vessels  employed  by  them  in  connection  with  their 
line  (sec.  32). 
The  mere  ^^  must  be  obscrvcd,  that  though   bye-laws  requiring  to  be 

BoardTf  Tra!ie  Sanctioned,  and  not  sanctioned,  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  are  of  no 
byo-iawa'lffec-  ^^^^^7  ^^  docs  uot  follow,  that  bccause  they  have  obtained  that 
tiye  if  other-      sanction,  they  are  necessarily  legal  and  capable  of  enforcement  (a). 

As  a  general  rule,  it  may  be  laid  down,  that  all  bye-laws  in 
restraint  of  trade,  unless  they  be  reasonable  and  beneficial  to  the 
public,  are  illegal.  Thus  it  has  been  held  in  England,  that  bye- 
laws  closing  a  public  navigation  throughout  every  Sunday  of  the 
year  are  invalid  (b) ;  and  bye-laws  exempting  the  company  from 
their  statutory  or  other  common  law  liabilities  to  the  public,  as  e^. 
for  goods  and  luggage,  are  nullities  (c).  Bye-laws  imposing  penal- 
ties on  passengers  not  paying  their  fares,  or  exhibiting  their  tickets 
as  required  by  the  company,  have  been  held  invalid,  when  such 
bye-laws  exceeded  the  powers  conferred  on  the  company  by  their 
special  acts  (d).  When,  however,  the  bye-law  is  obviously  for 
the  benefit  or  safety  of  the  public,  it  may  be  less  rigorously  con- 
strued (e). 

(a)  R.  V.  Wood,  5  E.  and  B.  49.  (d)  R.  v.  Frere,  4  E.  and  B.  598 : 

(6)  Colder  and  Hehhk  Naviga.  Co.  Chilton  v.  London   and  Croydon  K^- 

V.  paling,  U  M.  and  W.  76  ;  Elivond  Co.,  5  Ra.  Ca.  4. 

V.  Bullock,  6  Q.  B.  383.  (e)     Motteram    v.     East.    Omntic* 

(c)  Great  West.  Ra.  Co.  v.  Good-  Rail'ray  Company,  29  Law  Jour,  i^- 

man,  12  C  B.  313  ;   Williams  v.  Great  C.)  57,  7  C.  B.  N,  S.  68. 

W^st.  Ra.  Co.,  10  Exch.  16. 


[    507     ] 


CHAPTER   XVI 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  A^  TO  RAILWAY  TRAFFIC. 

It  was  not  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  to  confer  on  railway  intentions  of 
companies  a  monopoly  of  the  traffic  passing  on  their  lines  (a)  ;  and  tnro.  ^ 
accordingly,  by  the  Railway  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  sec.  85,  all 
companies  and  persons  are  entitled  to  nse  the  railway  with  engines 
and  carriages  properly  constructed,  subject  to  5  and  6  Vict.  c. 
55^  and  to  such  regulations  as  the  company  are  authorized  to 
make.  The  railway  company  may,  however,  themselves  provide 
steam-power  and  carriages  for  the  conveyance  of  goods  and  pas- 
sengers ;  and  experience  has  shown  that  safety  cannot  be  expected 
unless  the  traffic  on  a  railway  is  under  the  exclusive  control  of  the 
company  (6). 

But  it  is  obvious  that  whether  the  company  charge  tolls  on  Provisions  for 

.,     .     T  -L      r        •  1  -  •  1  •  the  safety  and 

carnages  using  theu*  Imes,  or,  by  f umishmg  engines  and  carnages,  convenience  of 
combine  in  themselves  the  double  character  of  owners  of  the  line  ^  ^^ 
and  carriers  of  the  traffic,  they  will  always,  in  the  absence  of  a 
competing  line,  obtain  a  practical  monopoly.  To  prevent  or  dimi- 
nish the  worst  consequences  of  such  a  monopoly,  various  enactments 
have  been  passed  to  ensure  that  mails,  troops,  passengers,  and  goods 
shall  be  conveyed  in  a  safe  and  commodious  manner,  at  proper 
times,  and  on  reasonable  charges. 

By  the  9  and  10   Vict.  c.  57,  it  is  enacted  that,  with   cer-  Provisions  as 
tain  exceptions,  four  feet  eight  inches  in  Great  Britain,  and  five  gauge Tnd 
feet  three  inches  in  Ireland,  shall  be  the  gauge  in  future  of  rail-  woT^^"°^ 
ways   conveying  passengers.     These   provisions   are   guarded   by 

(a)  R,  V.  Severn  and  Wye  Ra.  Co.^  (b)  R.  v.   Lond.  and  South- We^L 

2  B.  and  Aid.  648.  Ra.  Co.,  1  Q.  B.  658 ;  R.  v.  Chand 

Junct.  Ra.  Co.,  4  Q.  B.  38. 
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heavy  penalties,  in  addition  to  which  the  railway  may  be  abated 
and  removed  by  the  Commissioners  of  Woods  and  Forests,  or  the 
Board   of   Trade.     By  the   Railway  Clauses   Consolidation  Act, 
and  by  the  Railway  Clauses  Act,  1863,  the  Board  of  Trade  are 
empowered  to  sanction  such  deviations  on  the  engineering  works 
described  in  the  parliamentary  sections  as  may  be  required  for 
public  safety,  and  to  require  certain  arrangements  to  be  made  for 
the  same  purpose.     By  the  5  and  6  Vict.  c.  55,  no  railway,  or 
any   portion   thereof,   can   be   opened    for  passengers   until  one 
calendar  month  after  notice  of  the  intention  to  open  has  been 
given  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  until  ten  days  after  a  like  notice 
ha.^  been  given  of  the  time  when  the  line  will  be,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  company,  sufficiently  completed   for  the  safe   conveyance  of 
passengers,  and  ready  for  inspection  (sec.  4).     An  inspection  is 
then  made   by  an  engineer  officer  appointed  by  the  Board,  not 
only  of  the  line  itself,  but  of  the  stations,  buildings,  engines,  and 
carriages ;  and  every  facility  for  that  purpose  must  be  given  him 
by  the  company,  under  heavy  penalties  (a).     If,  from  the  insuffi- 
ciency of  the  works  or  plant,  danger  to  the  public  is  apprehended, 
the  Board  may  postpone  the  opening  from  time  to  time,  until  the 
grounds  of  danger  have  been  removed  (6);  and  if  the  company 
open  without  giving  the  required  notices,  or  in  contravention  of 
directions  to  the  contrary  from  the  Board,  they  incur  a  penalty  of 
£20  for  every  day  the  railway  continues  open  (c). 
Towers  of  Aftcr  the  railway  is  opened,  it  still  continues  subject  to  the 

afti  I  opening  supcrvisiou  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  If  two  or  more  railways  have  a 
rai  way.  common  tenuiuus,  or  a  common  right  to  the  use  of  a  portion  of  the 
same  line,  and  cannot  agree  upon  an  arrangement  to  conduct  their 
traffic  with  safety  to  the  public,  the  Board  may,  on  the  application 
of  either  company,  decide  the  matters  in  dispute,  in  so  far  as  the 
public  safety  is  concerned  (d).  The  Board  of  Trade  are  likewise 
empowered  to  interfere  in  the  case  of  branch  lines  {e)  and  level 
crossings,  where  the  safety  of  the  public  is  involved  (/)•  Where 
the  line  crosses  a  turnpike  or  public  carriage  road  on  a  level,  the 

(a)  3  and  4  Vict.  c.  97,  s.  6  ;  7  and  (d)  5  and  6  Vict.  c.  55,  s.  11. 

8  Vict.  c.  85,  B.  15.  it)  Ibid.  sec.  12. 

(6)  5  and  6  Vict.  c.  55,  s.  6.  (/)  Ibid.  see.  18. 
(r)  Sec.  5. 
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company  must  erect  a  lodge,  and  keep  a  proper  person  to  watch  at 
the  crossing,  and  must  conform  to  such  regulations  as  to  speed,  etc., 
when  their  trains  pass  the  level  crossing,  as  may  be  laid  down  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  (a).  When  the  safety  of  the  public  seems  to  require 
it,  the  Board  may  direct  a  bridge  to  be  substituted  by  the  company 
for  the  level  crossing ;  and  in  such  a  case  the  company  are  em- 
powered to  take  additional  land  for  that  purpose  (6).  The  Board  of 
Trade  have  also  a  power  to  regulate  the  mode  in  which  gates  should 
be  placed  and  closed  at  level  crossings,  and  the  rate  of  speed  at  cross- 
ing turnpikes  near  stations,  which  must  never  exceed  four  miles  an 
hour  (c).  The  erection  of  proper  screens,  etc.,  on  the  side  of  roads 
adjoining  a  railway  are  likewise  placed  under  their  control  (d). 

Where  the  safety  of  the  public  requires  it,  the  Board  of  Trade  are  ^ourd  of  Trade 

,  ,    ,  niay  sanction 

empowered  to  authorize  the  company  to  enter  on  lands  adjoining  the  entry  on  lands. 
railway,  for  the  purpose  of  making  works  or  erecting  buildings, 
even  though  this  exceeds  the  aggressive  powers  conferred  by  the 
special  act.  Preventing  or  repairing  accidents,  such  as  landsh'ps, 
warrant  the  Board  to  exercise  this  power  (e).  And  when  the  com- 
pany's compulsatory  powers  have  expired,  if  the  Board  of  Trade 
issue  a  certificate  to  the  effect  that  the  public  safety  requires  addi- 
tional land  to  be  taken  for  increasing  the  width  of  embankments  or 
the  inclination  of  slopes,  for  making  approaches  to  bridges  or  arch- 
ways, or  for  making  any  works  for  the  repair  or  prevention  of  acci- 
dents, the  compulsatory  powers,  to  the  extent  so  certified,  revive  (/). 

If  a  railway  company  contravene  the  provisions  of  its  special  Powers  of 
act,  or  any  Acts  of  a  general  kind  applicable  to  railways,  fails  to  to  check  mai- 

'  .  ,      ,  .  1.         f     A  .  vorsation  on 

comply  With  the  requirements  of  such  Acts,  or  acts  m  a  manner  the  part  of  the 
unauthorized  by  their  provisions,  and  it  appears  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  that  the  public  interests  require  such  proceedings  to  be 
checked,  the  Board  are  required  to  certify  the  same  to  the  Attorney- 
General  for  England  or  Ireland,  or  to  the  Lord  Advocate  for 
Scotland ;  and  these  officials  must  then  take  such  proceedings  as 
may  be  necessary  to  recover  the  statutory  penalties,  or  otherwise 
to  enforce  due  performance  of  the  statutory  provisions,   and  to 

(a)  26  and  27  Vict.  c.  92,  b.  6.  {d)  Ibid.  sec.  55. 

(6)  Ibid,  sees.  7  and  8.  (e)  5  and  6  Vict.  c.  55,  s.  14. 

(c)   5  and  6  Vict.  c.  55,  e.  9 ;  8  (/)  Ibid,  sec.  15. 
and  9  Vict.  c.  33,  as.  40  and  41. 
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Obligations  of 
railway  com- 
panies to  con- 
vey mails. 


Conveyance  of 
troops,  etc. 


Two  modes  in 
which  railways 
mav  be  used. 


restrain  the  company  from  continuing  to  act  in  an  illegal  manner  (a). 
It  is  provided,  however,  that  the  Board  shall  not  issue  their  cer- 
tificate until  twenty-one  days  after  notice  has  been  given  to  the 
company,  and  that  no  legal  proceedings  shall  be  commenced  by 
the  said  officials  except  upon  such  certificate,  and  not  later  than 
one  year  after  the  offence  has  been  committed  (b). 

All  railway  companies  are  bound  to  convey  her  Majesty's 
mails,  and  at  their  own  costs  to  provide  sufficient  engines  and 
carriages  for  this  purpose  (c).  They  must  obey  such  orders  as 
they  receive  from  the  Postmaster-General  as  to  hours  of  starting, 
places  and  times  of  delivery,  stoppages,  guards,  ordinary  or  special 
trains,  etc.  As  to  the  rate  of  speed,  it  is  provided  that  it  shall  not 
be  required  to  exceed  the  maximum  prescribed  by  the  directors  for 
the  conveyance  of  first-class  passengers,  nor  twenty-seven  miles  an 
hour  in  certain  specified  cases  (J).  The  rate  of  remuneration  to  be 
paid  the  company  for  services  of  this  kind  is  fixed  by  agreement 
between  the  company  and  the  Postmaster-General ;  and  in  case  of 
difference,  it  is  determined  by  arbitration,  as  provided  by  the 
statute  (e).  But  the  required  services  cannot  be  postponed  or 
suspended  until  the  rate  has  been  arranged  (/)  ;  and  the  services 
once  required  cannot  be  terminated  by  the  Postmaster-General, 
without  giving  the  company  six  months'  notice,  or  an  equivalent 
compensation  (g). 

Bailway  companies  are  bound  to  carry  troops,  arms,  and  war- 
like stores  at  the  desire  of  the  proper  authorities  at  certain  statu- 
tory rates  (A). 

The  Legislature,  as  has  been  already  seen,  contemplates  two 
ways  in  which  railways  may  be  rendered  available  for  the  purposes 
of  public  traffic,  laty  They  are  required  to  place  the  line,  like  a 
public  highway,  at  the  disposal  of  all  persons  or  companies  desiring 
to  run  engines  and  carriages  thereon,  provided  such  engines  and 


(a)  7  and  8  Vict.  c.  86,  b.  17. 

(6)  Ibid.  8.  18. 

(c)  1  and  2  Vict.  c.  98 ;  7  and  8 
Vict.  c.  85,  8.  11 ;  and  10  and  11 
Vict.  c.  85,  8.  16. 

((f)  1  and  2  Vict.  c.  98,  a.  1 ;  and 
7  and  8  Vict.  c.  85,  s.  11. 

(e)  1  and  2  Vict.  c.  98,  bb.  6,  7,  8, 
16,  18. 


(/)  Ibid,  8B.  6,  7,  17. 

(g)  Ibid.  BB.  8,  9. 

{h)  The  statutes  relating  to  this 
matter  are  5  and  6  Vict.  c.  55 ;  7  «"! 
8  Vict.  c.  85  ;  and  16  and  17  Vict,  c 
69.  Ab  to  the  conveyance  of  gunpowda 
and  other  combustible  mat^riate,  see  7 
and  8  Vict.  c.  85,  s.  12,  and  l>8  »^ 
24  Vict.  c.  139,  8.  20. 
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carriages  are  properly  constructed  in  conformity  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Railway  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  and  those  of  their  special 
acts,  on  payment  of  such  tolls  as  they  are  entitled  to  demand  (a) ; 
and  2d,  They  are  themselves  empowered  to  employ  engines  and 
carriages  of  the  required  construction  for  the  conveyance  of  goods 
and  passengers,  and  to  make  such  reasonable  charges  therefor  as 
they  may  from  time  to  time  determine  on,  not  exceeding  the  tolls 
authorized  to  be  levied  by  their  special  act  (b).  In  some  cases,  as 
we  shall  afterwards  see,  they  are  compelled  to  afford  certain 
accommodations  of  this  kind  to  the  public.  Practically,  the  former 
method,  which  contemplated  the  use  of  a  railway  as  a  public  high- 
way for  payment  of  tolls,  is  in  desuetude,  or  rather  was  never 
attempted  to  be  put  in  practice.  Its  provisions,  however,  come  into 
play  when,  by  leases  or  otherwise,  one  company  obtains  running 
powers  over  the  line  of  another  company.  The  latter  method,  in 
which  the  company  become  public  carriers  on  their  own  line,  is 
that  adopted  for  the  purposes  of  ordinary  traffic,  and  several  im- 
portant general  enactments  have  been  made  for  its  regulation. 
We  shall  examine  the  statutory  provisions  applicable  to  both  modes 
of  using  the  railway  in  their  order. 

The  tolls  which  a  railway  company  are  entitled  to  exact  are  Toils,  rat«  of. 
specified  in  the  special  act  (c),  and  in  this  respect  the  provisions  of 
these  acts  present  great  varieties.  In  the  case  of  railway  com- 
panies established  subsequently  to  9th  August  1844,  the  Lords  of 
the  Treasury  may  revise  the  scale  of  toUs  and  fix  a  new  one,  if, 
after  twenty-one  years  from  the  passing  of  the  special  act,  the 
profits  exceed  ten  per  cent.  (d).  The  company  cannot  exact  a 
higher  rate  of  tolls  than  that  allowed  by  their  special  act ;  but, 
subject  to  this  limitation,  they  have  the  power  of  varying  and 
altering  the  tolls  from  time  to  time  as  they  see  fit  (e).  It  is,  how- 
ever, specially  provided  that  all  tolls  shall  be  charged  equally  to  all 
persons,  whether  imposed  per  ton  or  otherwise ;  that  no  advance  or 

(a)  8  and  9  Vict.  c.  33,  sb.  80,  85.  fuel  be  used,  must  be  so  constructed  as 

Tlie  regulations  as  to  the  construction  to  consume  their  own  smoke  (s.  107). 

ttxnd  use  of  carriages  put  on  the  railway  (h)  Ibid.  s.  79. 

l>y  strangers  will  be  found  in  sees.  107  (c)  8  and  9  Vict.  c.  33,  s.  79. 

to  118  inclusive.    All  locomotives  used  (d)  7  and  8  Vict.  c.  86,  s.  1. 

on    the  railway,  whether  by  the  com-  (e)  8  and  9  Vict.  c.  83,  ss.  79,  83, 

p&ny  or  strangers,  if  smoke-producing  85. 
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reduction  shall  be  made,  directly  or  indirectly,  for  or  against  any 
particular  party ;  and  that  no  monopoly  shall  be  created  either  in 
favour  of  particular  parties,  or  of  the  company  itself  (a).  When  rail- 
ways are  amalgamated,  the  tolls  must  be  /charged  at  a  rate  calcolau^ 
as  if  the  amalgamated  railways  had  originally  formed  one  line  (b). 
Means  of  ^  ]jg^  ^f  ^^jjg  must  be  conspicuouslv  exhibited  at  the  places 

payment.  where   they   are  exigible  (c)  ;   and   posts  at   the   distance  of  a 

quarter  of  a  mile  from  each  other  must  be  set  up  along  the  whole 
line  to  mark  the  distances  (rf).  If  these  provisions  are  not  com- 
plied with,  no  tolls  are  exigible  (e).  The  tolls  are  payable  at  such 
distances,  in  such  manner,  and  to  such  persons  as  the  company  may 
appoint  (/).  If  not  paid,  the  company  may  detain  the  goods  and 
carriages  for  which  they  are  exigible,  or  other  goods  and  carriages 
belonging  to  the  defaulters,  and  recover  payment  by  sale,  account- 
ing to  the  owners  for  the  balance.  Tolls  may  also  be  recovered  by 
action  (g).  The  owners  of  carriages  or  goods  most,  on  demand, 
deliver  to  the  toll-collector  an  exact  account  in  wTiting,  signed  by 
them,  of  the  goods  conveyed,  and  of  the  point  from  which  they  have 
come  and  to  which  they  are  going ;  and  where  the  goods  conveyed 
are  liable  to  the  payment  of  different  tolls,  the  account  most  con- 
tain a  specification  applicable  thereto  (A).  The  violator  of  these 
provisions  incurs  certain  penalties  in  addition  to  payment  of  the 
tolls  (z).  Disputes  as  to  the  amount  of  tolls  may  be  settled  by  the 
Sheriff  or  two  Justices  (k).  If  disputes  arise  as  to  the  weight, 
quantity,  or  nature  of  the  goods  conveyed,  the  company  may 
detain  the  goods  or  the  carriage  containing  them ;  and  if,  on  ex- 
amination, the  owner  appear  to  have  been  in  the  wrong,  he  is  liable 
in  the  costs  of  the  examination ;  if  the  company,  they  must  pay 
such  costs,  together  with  the  damages  of  detention  (Q.  If  it  ap- 
pear to  the  Sheriff  or  Justices  that  the  detention  and  examinatioo 
were  unnecessary  or  vexatious,  the  collector,  or  other  official  by 
whom  it  was  made,  may  himself  be  found  liable  in  the  costs  and 
damages,  and  these  may  be  recovered  by  poinding  and  sale  (m). 

(a)  Ibid.  sec.  83.  (y)  Ibid.  sec.  90. 

(6)  Ibid.  sec.  84.  (A)  Ihid.  sec.  91. 

(c)  Ihid,  sec.  86.  (0  ^^d.  sec,  92. 

Id)  Ibid.  sec.  87.  (*:)  Ibid.  see.  93. 

(e)  Ibid.  sec.  88.  (0  Ibid.  eec.  94. 

(/)  Ibid.  sec.  89.  (m)  Ihid.  sec.  95. 
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The  company  may  contract  with  any  other  railway  for  the  Powers  to 

'-'*''  ^  ^  "^      ^  "^  contract  with 

passage  along  their  respective  lines  of  engines  or  carriages^  on  other  railways 

for  iiiiTnmary 

payment  of  such  tolls  as  may  be  agreed  on,  or  for  division  and  powers. 
apportionment  of  the  tolls  taken  on  their  respective  railways  (a) ; 
but  such  contracts  do  not  in  anywise  alter  the  tolls  demandable 
from  the  public,  or  affect  their  right  to  use  the  railway  as  if  no 
such  contract  had  been  entered  into  (i). 

When  the  company  are  themselves  carriers  on  their  own  linp  \^^^  ^^©^ 

*       "'  the  company 

(which  is  the  general  case),  they  are  bound  to  carry  all  passengers  are  earners. 
and  goods  requiring  transit  for  payment  of  such  reasonable  charges 
as  they  may  from  time  to  time  determine  on,  provided  these  do  not 
exceed  the  scale  of  tolls  authorized  by  the  special  act  (c). 

These  charges  may,  like  the  tolls,  be  varied  as  the  company  see  Scale  of 
fit;  but  this  power  must  not  be  exercised  so  as  to  favour  or  pre- 
jadice  particular  parties,  or  to  create  monopolies  of  the  line  (d). 
Generally,  it  may  be  said  that  the  same  rules  and  regulations  (so 
far  as  applicable)  apply  to  the  imposing,  publishing,  and  collecting 
of  fares  or  charges,  as  in  the  case  of  tolls,  so  that  their  repetition  is 
unnecessary  {e).  If  any  person  travel  or  attempt  to  travel  in  a 
carriage  belonging  to  the  company  without  paying  his  fare,  or, 
having  paid  it  for  a  certain  distance,  attempt  to  travel  farther 
without  additional  payment,  or  refuse  or  neglect  to  quit  the 
carriage  on  arriving  at  the  station  to  wliich  he  has  paid  his  fare, 
he  incurs  a  penalty  not  exceeding  forty  shillings  (/).  Such 
offenders  may  be  detained  until  taken  before  a  magistrate  or 
discharged  by  due  course  of  law  {g). 

Besides  fixing  a  scale  of  tolls  and  charges  in  the  special  act,  Railway  com- 
beyond  which  the  company  cannot  raise  their  rates  or  fares,  and  to  afford 
independently  of  the  provisions  of  the  Bailway  Clauses  Consolida-  facilities  fur 

passenger 

(a)  Ibid,  sec.  80.  Ra,  Co.  v.  Anderson^  1863,  1  Macph. 

(6)  Ihid.  sec.   81.      See  Finnie  v.  1066. 

Glcis.  and  S.  -  W,  Ra.  Co.,  1855,  17  D.  (/)  Ihid.  sec.  96. 

1127.  (jj)  Ihid.  sec.  97.    It  must  be  ob- 

(c)  Ibid.  sec.  79.  served,  however,  that  these  proyisions, 

(jd)  Ibid.  sec.  83.  being  penal,  cannot  be  enforced  in  the 

(e)  See  interpretation  clause  for  the  absence  of  intention  to  defraud.    They 

Tford  ^  tolls.'     It  must  be  observed,  may  also  become  inoperative  by  regu-  , 

however,  that  the  forfeiture  in  sec.  88  lations  or  usage  to  the  contrary.    See 

does  not  apply  to  charges  where  the  Hamilton  v.  Caled.  Ra.  Co.,  1857,  19 

company  are  carriers. — Scottish  N.-E.  D.  457. 

2K 
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tion  Act  for  ensuring  proper  accommodation  to  the  public,  railway 
companies  are,  by  the  previous  Act  of  7  and  8  Vict.  c.  85,  required 
to  conform  to  certain  regulations  intended  to  secui'e  reasonable  ac- 
commodation to  the  poorer  classes,  and  to  the  public  generally.  All 
passenger  railway  companies  incorporated,  or  obtaining  an  extension 
of  their  power,  in  or  after  1844,  must  run  one  train  at  least  each  way 
along  their  whole  lines  of  railway,  whether  branch  or  trunk  lines, 
Qiice  every  week-day,  and  subject  to  the  following  conditions  : — 
Parliamentary         The  train  shall  Start  at  an  hour  fixed  by  the  directors  and 
approved  of  by  the  Board  of  Trade.     The  average  speed  must  be 
at  least  twelve  miles  an  hour,  including  stoppages.     It  must,  if  re- 
quired, take  up  and  set  down  passengers  at  every  passenger  station. 
The  carriages  must  be  seated  and  protected  from  the  weather  in  a 
manner  satisfactory  to  the  Board  of  Trade.     Third-class  passengers 
must  be  carried  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  a  penny  a  mile  (a).    Each 
passenger  is  allowed  half  a  hundredweight  of  luggage  free  (J),  the 
excess  to  be  charged  by  weight  at  rates  not  exceeding  the  lowest  of 
the  company's  charges.     Children  under  twelve  years  of  age  to  be 
charged  half  fares,  those  under  three  years  to  go  free,  provided  in 
both  cases  they  accompany  other  adult  passengers  (sec.  6).    Non- 
compliance with  these  provisions  subjects  the  company  in  heavy 
penalties  (sec.  7).     With  the  exception,  however,  of  the  rates  of 
charges,  these  provisions  (sec.  8)  may  be  altered  by  the  Board  of 
Trade.     No  tax  is  leviable  on  the  receipts  drawn  from  such  cheap 
trains  (sec.  9).     When  the  company  runs  any  passenger  trains  on 
Sunday,  those  cheap  trains  must  also  be  provided  (sec.  10).    Inde- 
pendently' of  these  provisions,  many  special  acts  contain  similar 
regulations  for  the  benefit  of  artisans,  labourers,  etc. 
ObiigationB  on         At  common  law,  railway  companies  are  carriers,  and  subject 
^nies^°™'     to  the  provisious  of  the  edict ;  and  this  all  the  more,  that  for  all 
practical  purposes  they  generally  enjoy  a  monopoly  (c).     They  are, 
indeed,  expressly  declared  to  be  so  by  the  Railway  Clauses  Con- 

(a)  By  the  21  and  22  Vict.  0.75,88.  Co,  r.  Shepherd,  8  Exch.  31.  The 
I,2,madeperpetualby23and24  Vict,  amoant  of  luggage  which  may  be 
c.  41,  provisioDB  are  made  for  halfpenny  taken  free  by  passengen  in  ordinsry 
charges  for  fractional  parts  of  a  mile.  cases  is  fixed  by  the  special  acts,  among 

(b)  Husband  and  wife  travelling      which  there  are  great  variatioDS. 
together  have  been  found  entitled  to  (c)  Campbell  v.  Cakdonian  Ra.  Co., 
one  hundredweight.— GVe^r  North  Ra.      1852,  14  D.  806. 


earners. 
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solidation  Act  (sec.  82).  But  it  soon  became  obvioas,  that  from 
the  very  nature  of  such  undertakings,  the  rules  of  the  common  law 
of  carriers  could  not  be  applied  without  danger  of  injustice ;  and 
efforts  were  continuallj  made  by  railway  companies  to  limit  their 
liability,  by  publishing  notices  that  they  would  not  hold  themselves 
liable  for  the  loss  of  property  beyond  a  certain  value,  unless  booked 
and  paid  for.  Such  notices  were  binding  when  they  could  be 
brought  home  to  the  knowledge  of  the  owner  of  the  property  so  as 
to  constitute  a  special  contract,  but  otherwise  they  were  of  no  avail. 
This  principle  was,  however,  found  not  to  work  well  in  practice, 
and  to  produce  great  uncertainty,  enabling  the  company  in  some 
cases  to  escape  from  the  effects  of  gross  negligence,  and  subject- 
ing them  in  others  to  heavy  liabilities  where  the  owner  of  the  goods 
was  plainly  in  fault.  To  remedy  these  evils,  special  provisions  were 
introduced  into  the  Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Act,  17  and  18  Vict.  17  and  is  Vict 
c.  31,  which,  by  sec.  7,  provides  that  a  general  notice  to  limit  liabi- 
lity is  a  nullity ;  but  that  special  contracts  with  owners  of  property 
may  be  made,  limiting  the  company's  liability,  provided  such  con- 
tracts are  signed  by  the  parties,  and  found  by  the  Court  or  judge 
to  be  reasonable.  The  section  is  no  doubt  most  obscurely  worded, 
but  the  above  appears  from  the  decided  cases  to  be  its  true  mean- 
ing (a).  By  the  same  section  certain  specified  cases  are  enumerated^ 
where  the  company's  liability  shall  be  limited  to  certain  definite 
amounts,  even  when  the  property  conveyed  has  not  been  made  the 
subject  of  special  contract.  * 

By  the  Railway  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  sec.  98,  it  is  declared  8  and  9  Vict. 
that  the  company  shall  not  be  bound  to  carry  aquafortis,  oil  of 
vitriol,  gunpowder,  lucifer  matches,  or  other  dangerous  goods ;  and 
that  if  any  person  transmits  such  goods  without  notice,  he  shall 
forfeit  to  the  company  £20  for  every  offence,  and  that  the  company 
may  refuse  to  take  suspicious  parcels,  or  require  them  to  be  opened 
to  ascertain  their  nature  (b). 

(a)  See  Peck  v.  North  Staffordshire  all  the  more  important  cases,  accom- 

jRa.  Co.,  10  House  of  Lords  Ca.  473  ;  panied  with  examples  of    what  the 

Simons  y.  Great  Western  Ra,  Co,^  26  Courts  have  held  to  be  reasonable  and 

Liaw  Jour.  (C.  P.)  25  ;  M^Manus  v.  what  unreasonable  conditions  of  con- 

Jjancashire  and  York  Ra.  Co.^  4  H.  and  tract. 

N.  327.    See  also  Hodges,  p.  507  e/««9.,  (b)    See    Crouch    v.   London    and 

in  which  a  full  re^me  will  be  found  of  North-  Western  Ra,  Co.^  14  G.  B.  255. 
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17  and  18  Vict,         By  the  Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Act,  1854,  such  companies 
are  specially  required  to  make  proper  arrangements,  and  to  afford 
all  reasonable  facilities  for  receiving  and  forwarding  traffic  without 
unnecessary  delay,  and  without  any  preference  or  prejudice  to  one 
party  or  to  one  kind  of  traffic  over  another  (sec.  2).     Parties  com- 
plaining against  such  companies  for  contravention  of  these  provisions 
are  empowered  to  apply  for  redress  by  notice  or  summons,  in  a 
summary  way,  to  the  Court  of  Session  in  Scotland,  or  to  any  of  the 
judges  thereof.     The  same  powers  are  given  to  the  Lord  Advocate, 
on  a  certificate  from  the  Board  of  Trade  alleging  such  contravention. 
The  Court,  when  so  put  in  motion,  may  order  inquiries  to  be  made 
by  proper  persons,  and  may  interdict  the  offending  company  from 
continuing  the  proceedings  complained  of,  and  may  issue  process 
against  any  director,  contractor,  or  other  person  failing  to  give  obedi- 
ence to  the  interdict.   It  may  also  order  payment  to  be  made  by  snch 
offenders  of  a  sum  not  exceeding  £200  for  every  day  during  which 
the  offence  continues,  to  the  Crown  or  to  the  party  complaining. 
Similar  provisions  are  also  made  to  render  the  Act  applicable  to 
England  and  Ireland  (sec.  3).     The  Court  is  authorized  by  Act  of 
Sederunt  to  make  such  general  rules  as  to  the  forms  of  procedure 
and  process  as  may  appear  necessary  for  working  out  the  statutory 
enactments  (sec.  4) ;    and  provision  is  made  for  a  rehearing,  if 
desired,  by  a  party  considering  himself  aggrieved  by  any  order 
made  or  proceeding  taken  by  the  Court  or  judge  (sec.  5).    But  it 
is  declared  thlit  the  statutory  provisions  shall  not  affect  the  right  of 
a  party  to  use  common  law  remedies  against  the  company  (sec.  6). 

iiiterpretatiou  In  interpreting  this  statute,  it  has  been  held  that  to  warrant  the 

Court  to  interfere,  it  is  not  necessary  for  the  complainer  to  show  a 
case  of  individual  grievance,  provided  he  make  out  a  case  of  public 
inconvenience  (a) ;  and  that  in  considering  whether  one  individual 
received  an  undue  preference,  or  suffered  imequal  prejudice,  the 
interests  of  the  company  must  also  be  taken  into  account  (6).  And 
inasmuch  as  the  Act  is  intended  to  give  redress  only  in  cases 
where  undue  partiality  is  shown  to  particular  parties,  or  undue 
prejudice  is  caused  to  others,  complaints  will  not  be  entertained 

(a)  Barret  v.  Great  Nor,  Ra.  Co,,      Co,,  1  C.  B.  (N.  S.)  437 ;  Oxlade  v. 
1  C.  B.  (N.  S.)  423.  North-East,  Ra.  Co,,  1  C.  B.  (N.  S.) 

(b)  Ransome  v.  East,  Counties  Ra,      464. 


of  their  pro\4 
sionH. 
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which  merely  allege  general  pablic  inconvenience,  without  stating 
that  one  individual  or  class  of  individuals  is  placed  at  undue  dis- 
advantage as  compared  with  others  (a).  As  to  what  amounts  to 
undue  partiality  or  prejudice,  see  the  cases  undemoted  (b). 

For  the  further  protection  of  persons  engaged  on  or  using  rail-  5  and  6  Vict 
wajs  as  passengers  or  otherwise,  certain  special  enactments  have 
been  made.  By  the  5  and  6  Vict.  c.  55,  ss.  17  and  18,  provision  is 
made  for  the  detention  and  punishment  of  persons  employed  on  a 
railway,  and  guilty  of  drunkenness  and  other  misconduct ;  and  of 
persons  impeding  or  obstructing  the  oflBcers  of  the  company  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duty,  or  trespassing  on  and  refusing  to  quit  the 
line  (sec.  16).  Several  other  enactments  have  been  passed  relative 
to  these  matters,  but  they  do  not  appear  to  extend  to  Scotland. 

In  order  more  effectually  to  ensure  that  railway  companies  shall  Powers  of 
fulfil  the  purposes  in  respect  of  which  they  have  received  their  xrade.^ 
statutory  powers  and  privileges,  they  are  required  to  make  certain 
returns  to  the  Board  of  Trade  and  other  public  officials  as  follows : — 
Every  railway  company  must,  when  required,  make  such  returns  to 
the  Board  of  Trade,  as  they  may  direct,  of  the  aggregate  traffic  in 
passengers,  in  cattle,  and  in  goods ;  of  all  accidents  attended  with 
personal  injuries,  and  of  all  tolls,  rates,  and  charges  levied  on  the 
traffic,  under  heavy  penalties  (c).  They  must  also  give  notice  to 
the  Board  of  accidents  of  the  kind  mentioned  above  within  forty- 
eight  hours  after  their  occurrence  (d).  And  the  Board  may  likewise 
order  any  railway  company  to  make  a  special  return  of  all  serious 
accidents  occurring  on  their  line,  whether  attended  with  personal 
injury  or  not,  in  such  form  as  they  may  require  (e).  Every  rail- 
way company  must  make  up  an  annual  abstract  of  the  total  receipts 
and  expenditure  of  all  sums  levied  under  the  Act,  with  a  statement 
of  the  balance  duly  audited ;  and,  if  required,  they  must  transmit  a 

(a)  See  Attorney- General  v.  Great  639;    Beadell  v.   East.   Counties  Ra. 

Nor.  Ra.  Co.^  29  Law  Jour.  (Chan.)  Co.,  2  C.  B.  (N.  S.)  509  ;  Marriott  v. 

794;    Hazier  v.  Caledonian  Ra.  Co.^  London  and  South-West,  Ra.   Co..,  1 

1865,  17  D.  302.  C.  B.  (N.S.)  499 ;  Baxendale  v.  Great 

(6)  Caterham  Co.  v.  Brighton  Ra.  West.Ra.  Co.,  14  C.  B.  (N.  S.)  1,  and 

Co.,    1   0.  B.  (N.  S.)  410;    Harris  16  ibid.  1^7. 
V.    Coclermouth  Ra.    Co.,  3    C.   B.  (c)  3  and  4  Vict.  c.  97,  s.  4. 

(X.  S.)  693 ;  Nicholson  v.  Great  West.  (d)  5  and  6  Vict.  c.  55,  8.  7. 

lia.  Co.,  5  C.  B.  (N.  S.)  366  ;  Gorton  (e)  Ibid.  8.  8. 

V.    Bristol  Ra.  Co.,  6  C.  B.   (N.  S.) 
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copy  of  this  document  free  of  charge  to  the  sheriff-clerks  of  the 
counties  through  which  the  line  passes  (a).  And  as  the  Lords  of 
the  Treasury  are  empowered  to  revise  the  scale  of  tolls,  or  purchase 
up  certain  railways  at  the  end  of  twenty-one  years  from  the  date 
of  their  special  acts,  such  railways  are  required  to  keep  cert^n 
accounts  relative  to  the  expenditure  and  receipts  during  the  last 
three  years  of  the  said  term,  and  to  transmit  them  half-yearly  to 
the  said  Lords  (J). 
Lines  of  Evcry  railway  company  is  required  to  permit  the  Board  of 

Trade  to  lay  down  on  their  lands  a  line  of  electric  telegraph  for 
her  Majesty's  service,  subject  to  such  remuneration  as  may  be 
agreed  on  or  settled  by  arbitration.  The  telegraph  may  also  be 
used  by  the  company.  If  a  telegraph  has  been  established  along 
the  line  by  the  company,  or  by  other  persons  for  their  own  use,  it 
is  burdened  with  a  prior  right  for  the  service  of  her  Majesty,  and 
must  be  open  for  the  service  of  all  persons  alike,  subject  to  reason- 
able regulations  and  charges  (c). 

(a)  8  and  9  Vict.  c.  33,  a.  100.  fere  with  the  solum  of  a  railway,  or  to 

(b)  7  and  8  Vict.  c.  85,  s.  6.  go  under  or  over  it,  see  Sovth-East. 

(c)  7  and  8  Vict.  c.  85,  8.  13.  See  Ra,  Co.  v.  European  and  Amerkm 
farther  upon  this  subject,  26  and  27  Elec.  Teleg.  Co.,  9  Ex.  363 ;  ilworwy- 
Vict.  c.  112.  As  to  the  powers  of  Gen,  v.  United  Kingdom  Elec,  Tekg. 
private  telegraph  companies  to  inter-  Co.^  SO  Beav.  287. 


BOOK  IV. 

JUDICIAL    PROCEEDINGS 


CHAPTER   I. 


PRELIMINARY. 


It  is  proposed  in  this  Book  to  pass  in  review  the  legal  remedies  Subjeot-matter 
available  to  associations  formed  for  the  purposes  of  gain,  their 
members,  and  the  public,  in  their  mutual  relations ;  to  examine 
the  powers  of  partners,  managers,  directors,  etc.,  to  represent  and 
bind  their  firms  or  companies  in  such  proceedings  as  partake  of  a 
judicial  or  quasi  judicial  character ;  and  to  consider  the  rules  of 
evidence  in  so  far  as  applicable  to  such  associations. 

Here,  as  in  other  branches  of  our  subject,  it  will  be  found  that  Differenoos 
the  English  courts  have  decided  many  questions  which  have  not  Bcotch  and 
yet  been  raised  in  this  country ;  and  it  comes  to  be  a  matter  of     °^        '^' 
important  consideration  for  the  Scottish  lawyer,  how  far  he  is  safe 
in  taking  such  decisions  as  precedents.     As  a  general  rule,  it  may 
be  laid  down,  that  when  an  English  decision  proceeds  on  equitable 
grounds,  and  does  not  contravene  any  characteristic  technicality  of 
Scottish  law,  it  may  form  a  valuable  precedent ;  but  that  when  it 
is  based  on  a  mere  English  technicality,  and  can  be  traced  to  no 
equitable  principle,  it  will  be  more  likely  to  mislead  than  assist. 
In  order  to  apply  this  rule,  it  is  obviously  necessary  that  the  prin- 
ciples which  appear  to  regulate  this  branch  of  partnership  law  in 
the  two  legal  systems  should  be  ascertained  as  clearly  as  possible, 
so  that  the  equitable  may  be  separated  from  the  technical,  and  the 
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ruiTxxsos  con- 
toniplated  in 
lx)th  avstt-ms. 


Inadequacy  of 
the  English 
systom  for 
unincor|H>ratGd 
associations. 


In  corpora- 
tions, rules  of 
both  systems 
very  similar. 


English  rules 
as  to  unincor- 


end  in  view  from  the  mode  of  procedure.     For  this  purpose  the 
following  observations  may  be  found  useful. 

It  is  very  obvious,  that  the  ultimate  success  of  all  associatioDs 
formed  for  the  purposes  of  gain  must  ultimately  come  to  depend  in 
a  great  measure  on  the  facilities  which  the  law  affords  for  having 
the  rights  and  obligations  of  the  association,  in  relation  to  its 
members  and  strangers,  determined  and  enforced  by  the  public 
tribunals ;  and  that  any  unnecessary  obstructions  to  the  freedom 
of  judicial  action  must  tend  greatly  to  embarrass,  if  not  entirely  to 
defeat,  the  successful  development  of  such  resources  as  the  society 
may  possess.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  must  be  observed,  that 
unless  some  effectual  means  were  taken  to  ascertain  the  will  of  the 
association,  as  contradistinguished  from  that  of  some  of  its  mem- 
bers, when  its  name  is  used  in  judicial  proceedings,  the  interest  of 
the  association  itself,  of  its  members,  and  of  the  public,  might  often 
be  seriously  compromised.  By  the  act  of  a  minority,  or  even  of  a 
single  member,  the  company  might  be  involved  in  a  litigation  from 
which  nothing  but  loss  could  result;  and  claims  unquestionably 
well  founded  might  be  abandoned  or  compromised  from  private  and 
corrupt  motives. 

Both  of  these  considerations  appear  to  have  been  in  contem- 
plation of  law,  when  the  English  and  Scottish  systems  of  judicial 
procedure  assumed  their  existing  forms ;  but  it  cannot  be  concealed, 
that  while  the  English  system  has  proved,  in  cases  of  unincorpo- 
rated associations,  so  utterly  inadequate  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  commerce,  that  the  interference  of  the  Legislature  by  the 
Registration  Acts  became  indispensable ;  the  principles  adopted  in 
Scotland  were  in  themselves  so  correct  in  theoiy,  and  so  easily 
made  available  in  practice,  that,  in  so  far  as  concerned  judicial 
procedure,  these  pieces  of  legislation  were  apparently  uncalled  for. 

In  so  far  as  regards  corporations,  the  rules  in  both  systems  are 
very  similar,  if  not  identical ;  and  as  they  will  be  afterwards  fnllv 
considered,  any  notice  of  them  at  present  is  unnecessary.  The 
great  points  of  difference  between  the  two  systems  are  to  be  found 
in  the  case  of  unincorporated  associations,  and  to  them  therefore 
we  shall  now  briefly  refer. 

In  England,  since  the  law  does  not  recognise  a  quasi  person  in 
an  unincorporated  society,  the  company  rights  and  claims  are  con- 
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sidered  to  be  the  joint  rights  and  claims  of  the  individual  partners,  porated  com- 
and  its  debts  and  obligations  to  be  their  joint  and  several  debts 
and  obligations.  In  suing  or  defending,  therefore,  the  names  of 
all  the  partners  must  appear  as  plaintiffs  or  defendants.  It  is  held, 
however,  that  every  partner  is  entitled  to  use  the  names  of  all  his 
copartners  for  this  purpose,  and,  in  cases  of  urgency  at  least,  without 
obtaining  their  consent.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  any  one  or  more 
of  their  number  may  refuse  or  withdraw  his  name;  and  this  will  in 
most  cases  be  fatal  to  the  action  or  defence.  The  general  effect  of 
this  rule  is  to  ensure  that  judicial  action  shall  not  be  taken  in  the 
company  name,  unless  such  a  step  be  truly  in  accordance  with  the 
intentions  and  will  of  all  its  members ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  its 
just  claims  are  liable  to  be  defeated  through  the  obstinacy  of  a 
single  partner, — ^a  result  which  a  court  of  equity  will  not  always 
agree  to  remedy.  The  bad  consequences  of  this  rule  are  still  more 
strikingly  illustrated  when  claims  arise  between  the  company  and 
its  own  members.  In  such  circumstances,  as  all  the  partners  cannot 
be  made  plaintiffs  or  defendants,  the  common  law  affords  no  remedy, 
and  a  court  of  equity  will  in  general  only  interfere  on  condition  of 
dissolution  (a). 

A  release  being  a  deed  under  seal,  one  partner  cannot  bind  the  RuIos  as  to 
others  by  executing  such  a  deed  without  express  authority  also  under 
seal.  But  the  salutary  check  afforded  by  this  technical  principle  is 
often  neutralized  by  the  operation  of  another.  For  though  a  release 
does  not  bind  the  other  partners,  it  binds  the  partner  who  grants  it; 
and  as  an  action  for  a  company  claim  can  only  be  raised  and  prose- 
cuted in  name  of  all  the  partners,  the  action  will  fall  by  plea  in  abate- 
ment, whenever  a  release  even  by  one  partner  has  been  granted^ 
either  before  it  is  raised  or  while  it  is  yet  in  dependence  (6).  The 
mischievous  consequences  of  this  technical  rule  were  probably  not 
foreseen  when  it  was  first  applied  in  questions  of  partnership ;  but 
it  has  now  become  so  fixed,  that  one  great  purpose  in  passing  the 
Registration  Acts  was  to  neutralize  its  effects. 

The  Endish  courts  have  not,  however,  extended  the  operation  Reference  and 

*f  ,  ,  1-1      compromise. 

of  the  principle  here  mentioned  to  cases  which  appear  to  be  stnctly 
analogous.      Thus,  it  is  held  that  one  partner  cannot  bind  the 

(a)  Lindley  384  and  408.  the  Court  will  avoid  the  release  on 

(h)  Lindley  226,  234.     Sometimes      clear  proof  of  fraud.     Ihid, 
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EflFect  of 
release  where 
company  is 
defeudaut. 


Scottish  law. 


Right  to  sue 
and  defend 
does  not  abate 
by  non-oon- 
cnrrence  or 
discharge  of 
a  partner. 


others  by  consenting  to  refer  a  claim  to  arbitration,  or  by  consent- 
ing to  judgment  or  giving  a  cognovit^  either  in  his  own  name  or  in 
that  of  all  the  copartners ;  the  reason  alleged  being,  that  such  acts 
transcend  the  limits  of  implied  agency, — ^a  principle  based  in  the 
highest  equity.  But  it  is  difficult  to  see  why  a  distinction  should 
be  made  between  the  power  of  granting  a  release,  and  that  of 
referring  to  arbitration,  or  giving  a  cognovit.  All  three  appear  to 
be  equally  acts  transcending  implied  agency ;  and  if  the  act  of  a 
partner  can  incapacitate  the  company  from  judicial  action  in  the 
one  case,  it  may  well  be  asked  why  it  should  not  equally  incapaci- 
tate them  in  the  others. 

Lastly,  we  find  the  technical  principle  which  requires  the  joinder 
of  all  the  partners  of  a  firm  in  judicial  proceedings,  reappearing 
when  the  company  is  defendant,  but  on  this  occasion  in  its  favour. 
It  is  settled  law  in  England,  that  a  release  granted  by  a  creditor  to 
one  partner  of  a  firm  for  a  company  debt,  is  a  release  to  all ;  and 
this  is  based  on  the  consideration,  that  as  a  company  can  only  be 
sued  by  making  all  the  partners  defendants,  so  when  one  has  been 
released  the  action  must  fall,  as  he  cannot  be  made  a  defendant 

By  the  law  of  Scotland,  on  the  other  hand,  unincorporated 
associations  for  purposes  of  gain  are  conceived  of  as  possessing  a 
quasi  person  distinct  from  the  members  of  which  they  are  composed; 
and,  as  we  shall  afterwards  see,  methods  are  provided  by  which,  in 
the  general  case,  the  company  may  sue  and  be  sued,  without  all  the 
members  being  made  pursuers  or  defenders.  If,  however,  there  b 
reason  to  believe  that  a  minority  are  suing  or  defending  in  the 
company  name  against  the  will  of  the  majority,  the  Court  will,  on 
the  application  of  the  opposite  party,  sist  procedure  until  the  matter 
be  cleared  up,  when,  if  it  appear  that  the  proceedings  are  not  sanc- 
tioned by  the  will  of  the  company,  the  action  will  be  dismissed,  or 
the  defence  repelled,  as  the  case  may  be,  with  costs  against  those 
who,  without  authority,  made  use  of  the  company  name. 

As  the  company  is  capable  of  sustaining  the  characters  of 
creditor  or  debtor,  both  to  the  world  and  to  its  own  partners,  in 
virtue  of  its  quasi  personality,  its  right  to  sue  and  defend  is  not 
affected  by  the  fact  that  one  of  the  latter  refuses  or  withdraws  his 
concurrence ;  and  a  discharge  of  a  company  claim  by  one  partner 
will  only  at  best  have  the  effect  of  limiting  the  debtor  s  obligation 
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by  the  amount  of  that  partner^s  share.  In  like  manner,  a  discharge 
of  one  partner  by  a  company  creditor  will  not  bar  action  against 
the  company,  but  will  merely  diminish  the  claim  to  that  extent. 
And  for  the  same  reason,  actions  may  be  maintained  between  com- 
panies and  their  partners  as  freely  in  all  respects  as  between  com- 
panies and  strangers. 

It  thus  appears,  that  in  this  branch  of  the  subject,  in  so  far  General 
as  unincorporated  firms  or  companies  are  concerned,  the  utmost 
caution  must  be  exercised  in  making  use  of  English  authorities, 
and  that,  except  where  the  decision  is  based  exclusively  on  some 
equitable  principle  of  law  universally  applicable,  their  effect  will 
only  be  to  confuse,  if  not  entirely  to  mislead.  In  England,  we  find 
the  tribunals  anxious  to  give  effect  to  sound  equitable  principles, 
but  embarrassed  in  their  application  by  the  presence  of  technical 
rules,  and  even  where  successful  in  meeting  the  equity  of  particular 
cases,  unable,  by  reason  of  a  defective  theory,  to  refer  their  decisions 
to  any  clear  or  intelligible  legal  principles.  In  Scotland,  on  the 
other  hand,  we  find  the  law  giving  expression,  in  so  far  as  it  has 
hitherto  been  practically  evolved,  to  sound  equitable  principles,  and 
in  possession  of  a  theory  at  once  consistent  with  itself,  and  capable 
of  affording  an  easy  solution  of  such  questions  as  may  arise  in 
practice  (a). 

(a)  For  the  Scotch  authorities,  see  the  following  chapters. 
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CHAPTER   11. 

POWERS  OF  PARTNERS,  ETC.,  TO  BIND  THE  COMPANY  IN 

JUDICIAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

SUING  AND  DEFENDING. 


I'rivate 
partnerships. 


What  is  the 
will  of  the 
company. 


All  partners  of  private  firms  have^  in  the  first  instance,  implied 

power  to  sue  and  defend  in  name  of  the  company ;  bat  this  power 

is  merely  implied,  and  ceases  as  soon  as  the  will  of  the  company 

is  ascertained  in  accordance  with  its  constitution  to  be  otherwise. 

Before,  therefore,  one  or  more  partners,  less  than  the  whole,  proceed 

to  make  use  of  the  social  name  judicially,  they  ought,  unless  the 

urgency  of  the  case  prevents  it,  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the  body 

of  members,  by  calling  a  general  meeting,  or  in  some  other  manner 

equally  effective.     Where  a  defender  makes  averments  sufficiently 

specific,  to  the  effect  that  a  minority  of  the  partners  are  suing  in  the 

company  name,  without  the  knowledge  or  against  the  desire  of  the 

majority,  the  action  will  be  sisted  until  the  other  partners  be  joined 

as  pursuers ;  and  unless  this,  after  a  reasonable  time,  be  done,  or 

some  valid  reason  can  be  assigned  for  their  non-appearance,  the 

action  will  be  dismissed  as  not  being  authorized  by  the  company  (a). 

The  same  principle  would  seem  to  apply  in  the  case  of  a  minority 

maintaining  a  defence  against  the  known  will  of  the  majority  of 

members. 

It  must  be  observed,  however,  that  the  will  of  the  company  is 
not  always  to  be  taken  as  fixed  by  that  of  the  majority  of  the 

(a)  May  v.  Mathews,  1834,  13  S.  Lothian  Ra.   Co,,  1835,  13  S.   887 ; 

94.   See  also  Scotland  v.  Walkingshaw,  Sclater  v.  Clync,  1831, 9  S.  248  \  Scot- 

1830,  9  S.  25  ;  Balfour  v.  Kerr,  1856,  tish  Emigration  Society,  1855,    18  D. 

lSB.ei9.  See Shotts Iron  Co,  r.  Hop-  239;    Aitchison    v.    Bumside's     Trs,, 

kirk,   6    S.   309 ;    Malcolm    v.    West  1832,  10  S.  296. 
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partners.  This  is  only  so  where  the  majority  acts  within  the 
sphere  of  the  purposes  for  which  the  society  was  constituted,  and 
so  long  as  their  resolutions  are  not  opposed  to  those  purposes,  or 
plainly  contrary  to  what  must  he  taken  to  have  been  the  intention 
of  parties  when  the  company  was  formed.  Thus,  a  resolution  to 
abandon  undoubted  claims  in  order  to  carry  out  some  scheme  or 
purpose  not  contemplated  at  formation,  or  to  prosecute  or  defend  an 
action  from  corrupt  motives,  could  not  be  taken  to  be  the  will  of 
the  company  (a).  In  cases  of  this  kind  the  majority  would,  if  their 
purposes  were  carried  out,  render  themselves  liable  in  damages  to 
their  copartners  (b)  ;  and  if  a  sufficiently  clear  case  were  established, 
the  Court  would  prohibit  them  from  disclaiming  the  instance,  and 
allow  the  other  partner  or  partners  to  proceed  with  the  action  or 
defence  in  the  social  name.  If  the  case  were  open  to  doubt,  the 
Court  would  perhaps,  before  allowing  the  proceedings  to  go  on, 
require  the  minority  to  find  caution  to  the  majority  for  expenses  in 
the  event  of  their  going  against  the  company  (c). 

But  in  all  such  cases  there  must  be  some  prima  facie  case  of 
probabilia  causa  made  out ;  otherwise,  to  allow  a  minority  to  insist 
on  proceeding  against  the  will  of  the  majority,  would  be  in  effect 
to  interfere  with  the  company's  right  to  manage  its  own  concerns, 
and  to  warrant  one  or  two  partners  to  make  use  of  the  company's 
name  in  doing  what  the  company  repudiated. 

As  the  power  of  partners  to  sue  and  defend  in  name  of  the  Power  of 
company  is  only  implied,  it  will  be  held  not  to  exist,  or  to  have  EnpUed!  ^^  ^ 
been  withdrawn,  when  circumstances  seem  to  warrant  this  construc- 
tion. Thus,  when  an  action  of  damages  was  raised  by  fourteen 
persons  out  of  an  association  consisting  of  seventy-five  members, 
for  injury  done  to  the  association,  it  was  dismissed  in  respect  that 
the  whole  members  were  not  made  parties  to  the  suit  (d)* 

The  implied  power  to  sue  and  defend,  ceases,  like  other  implied 
powers,  on  the  dissolution  of  the  partnership  ;  and,  therefore,  if  a 

(a)  See,  on  this  subject,  chapter  on  65,  note  ;   Goodman  y.  De  Beauvoir, 
Powers  of  Majorities.  12  E.  Jur.  989  and  1037. 

(b)  See  May  v.  Mathews^  and  Scot'         (d)   May    y.  Mathews,    1834,    13 
land  v.  WaUcingshaWj  supra.  S.  94  ;  Reid  y.  Douglas,  1814,  F.  C. 

(c)  See  the  English  cases  of  White-  643  ;  Johnston  y.  Duncan,  1824,  2  S.  , 
head  v.  HugJ^M,  2  Cr.  and  M.  318 ;  632 ;    Geddes  y.  Hophirk,  1827,  2  S. 
Harwood  y.  Edwards,  Gow  on  Part.  697. 
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partner  raise  an  action  during  the  subsistence  and  for  behoof  of  the 
partnership,  and  it  is  dissolved  pendente  procesauy  he  cannot  continue 
the  litigation  without  special  authority  from  the  other  partners  (a). 
Nor  can  the  creditor  of  a  deceased  partner  sue  for  a  debt  due  the 
company,  without  the  express  authority  of  the  surviving  partners  (6). 
As,  however,  a  company,  though  dissolved,  still  continues  to  exist 
for  the  purposes  of  winding  up,  the  whole  body  of  former  partners 
may  delegate  to  one  or  more  of  their  number,  as  they  may  to  a 
stranger,  the  power  of  suing  for  its  outstanding  debts.  Such  ar- 
rangements are  common  in  practice  (c). 

It  may  here  be  observed,  that  an  individual  trading  in  name  of 

a  firm,  since  he  may  be  sued  socio  nomine^  may  also  maintain  an 

action  in  name  of  the  supposed  firm ;  and  this  is  also  competent  to 

his  executor  (d). 

Corporations  In  the  case  of  corporations,  the  members  have,  no  implied  power 

and  common        .  j    r      j  •      xi  j.  ^       ai_  ^» 

law  companies,  to  suc  or  defend  lu  the  corporate  name ;  for  the  executive  manage- 
ment of  such  associations  being  almost  always  committed  to  a  board 
of  directors,  or  to  other  officials,  the  individual  partners  are  in  no 
sense  to  be  taken  as  the  agents  of  the  corporation.  Neither  do  the 
directors  or  other  managers  appear  to  possess  power  of  this  kind 
by  implication  ;  for,  as  we  have  already  seen,  they  are  regarded  as 
special  agents  for  the  discharge  of  the  particular  duties  with  which 
they  are  entrusted.  Frequently,  however,  express  powers  are  con- 
ferred upon  them  to  sue  and  defend  in  the  corporation  name  ;  but 
when  this  is  not  so,  they  ought  to  take  authority  from  a  general 
meeting  in  each  particular  case  (e).  When  a  general  power  to  this 
effect  is  conferred  on  boards  of  directors,  managers,  or  other  officials, 
attention  must  be  given  to  any  conditions  which  may  have  been 
imposed  on  its  exercise ;  e.g.  the  concurrence  of  the  chairman,  the 
advice  of  the  company's  lawyers,  the  consent  of  a  specified  majority, 
or  the  like.  Though  the  power  has  been  conferred  on  the  manag- 
ing body,  this  does  not  imply  that  it  may  be  exercised  by  an  indi- 

(a)  Gibson  v.  Stewart,  1822,  IS.  111.     See  also  Booth  v.    Commercial 

852.  Bank,  1823,  2  S.  273 ;  Rose  v.  Moort, 

(h)  Roger  v.  Jamieson,  1838,  16  S.  1833,  11  S.  844. 
418.  (e)  Bow  and  Others  ▼.  Patrons  oj 

(c)  2  Bell's  Com.  637-8;  Kinnear  Cowan's  Hospital,   1825,  4  S.  280; 

V.  Thomson,  1830,  8  S.  512.  Graham  v.  Writers  to  the  Signet,lS2&, 

(rf)  Mills  V.  HamiUon,  1830,  9  S.  1  W.  and  S.  538,  reversing  2  S.  214. 
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vidaal  member  of  that  body.  When  common  law  companies  consist 
of  such  a  numerous  membership,  that  they  are  like  corporations 
managed  bj  directors,  the  same  rules  seem  to  apply  (a).  It  maj  be 
observed,  that  while  in  this,  as  in  other  matters  of  agency,  directors 
who  exceed  their  powers  may  render  themselves  liable  in  damages 
to  the  company,  it  by  no  means  follows,  that  quoad  the  public  the 
company  will  not  be  bound  by  their  acts.  The  maxim  would  here 
seem  to  apply.  Omnia  presumuntur  rite  esse  acta  (b). 

Powers  may  be  given  by  corporations,  as  well  as  by  individuals,  Commisaionem 

,  -  ftnd  officiftls* 

to  a  commissioner,  or  to  a  committee,  to  sue  for  their  behoof ;  and 
in  such  cases  the  action  does  not  require  to  proceed  in  the  cor- 
porate name,  provided  it  clearly  appear  in  the  instance  that 
the  commissioner  or  committee  are  suing  for  behoof  of  and  as 
appointed  by  the  corporation  (c).  The  case,  as  we  shall  after- 
wards see,  is  different  with  unincorporated  companies. 

The  right  of  a  corporation  to  sue  or  be  sued  commences  at  the  Commence- 

.     .  .       .  •         •  znent  and 

date  when  it  is,  by  its  incorporating  instrument,  declared  to  come  tennination  of 
into  existence  (d),  and  terminates  by  its  dissolution  (e).  and  be  sued. 

POWER  TO  REFER  TO  ARBITRATION,  AND  TO  COMPROMISE. 

A  question  of  some  diflSculty  presents  itself,  when  it  is  asked  s«t?^ng  extra- 
whether  the  will  of  the  majority  is  the  will  of  the  company,  to  the 
effect  of  settling  disputes  affecting  the  concern  by  arbitration  or  by 
compromise. 

First,  as  to  arbitration.  Here  the  real  question  is  not,  whether  Arbitration. 
an  individual  partner  can  refer  company  matters  to  arbitration — 
that  has  been  conclusively  settled  in  the  negative, — ^but  whether,  in 
the  absence  of  special  provisions  in  the  instrument  of  formation,  it 
can  be  presumed  to  have  been  intended  that  a  majority  should 
have  power  to  withdraw  the  determination  of  disputed  claims 
affecting  the  company  from  the  cognizance  of  the  public  tribunals, 

(a)  See  Bumes  v.  Pennel,  1841,  6  (c)  Bow  and  Others  v.  Patrons  of 

Bell's  App.  641,  663.  Cowan's  Hospital,  1825,  4  S.  280. 

(6)  See  Clarke  v.  Imperial  Gas  Co.^  (rf)  Dundee  Ra,  Co.  v.  Miller,  1882, 

4  B.  and  Ad.  315  ;  Hill  v.  Manchester  10  S.  269. 

TTater  Co.,  6  B.  and  Ad.  866; -4^arv.  (e)  Edin.   and   Perth  Ra,    Co,   v. 

Athenaeum  rnsur.Co..SC.B.^.B.72b\  North  British  Ra.   Co.,   1846,  9  D. 

ex  p'lrte  the  Eagle  Co.,  4  K.  and  J.  549.  307. 
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and  to  entrust  them  to  the  arbitrament  of  private  persons.  We 
should  be  led  to  the  conclusion,  that  no  such  presumed  power 
exists,  on  the  general  grounds  that  its  exercise  is  nowise  necessary 
for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  a  mercantile  association,  and  is  never 
deemed  to  be  conferred  by  any  contract  in  which  it  is  not  specially 
mentioned.  This  view  is  supported  by  the  English  authorities, 
though  it  may  be  said  that  their  non-recognition  of  the  firm  has 
considerably  affected  the  ratio  decidendi  (a).  The  Scotch  case  of 
Lwnsden  v.  Gordon  {b)  is  not  necessarily  decisive  of  the  question, 
for  there  the  Court  merely  decided  that  a  single  partner  could  not 
bind  the  company  by  a  reference ;  neither  is  the  case  of  Mackintosh 
V.  Robertson  (c)  an  authority  in  point,  as  the  question  there  lay 
not  between  partners,  but  joint-tenants.  It  may  be  observed, 
however,  that  the  view  which  denies  to  the  majority  the  power  of 
binding  the  company  by  reference  to  arbitration,  receives  great 
countenance  from  the  fact  that  the  Legislature  has  deemed  it 
necessary  to  confer  this  power  per  expressum  in  the  Consolidation 
Acts  applicable  to  joint-stock  companies  formed  in  Scotland  for 
public  undertakings. 
Compromise.  Secoud,  as  to  Compromise.     The  question,  whether  majoriUes 

have  power  to  compromise  questions  affecting  company  rights^ 
stands  in  a  somewhat  different  position.  So  far  from  this  being  to 
be  considered  an  extraordinary  power,  its  exercise  may,  in  numerous 
cases,  be  of  essential  advantage,  if  not  of  absolute  necessity,  for 
the  due  management  of  the  company  business.  There  are  many 
debts  whose  recovery  in  full  is  impossible,  as  there  are  many 
obligations  whose  complete  enforcement  is  hopeless.  And  many 
claims  may  be  made  against  a  company,  which,  though  not  strictly 
exigible,  ought  in  common  prudence  to  form  the  subject  of  com- 
promise rather  than  of  litigation.  To  deny,  therefore,  to  a  ma- 
jority the  power  of  conclusively  settling  such  matters  on  the  best 
terms  that  can  be  procured,  would  in  many  cases  be  to  sacrifice 
the  common  interest  to  the  crotchets  of  one  or  two  wrongheaded 
individuals, — a  proposition  that  it  cannot  be  supposed  was  serioosly 
intended  at  formation  of  the  association.  It  would  therefore  seem 
that,  in  the  absence  of  any  express  provision  to  the  contrary,  this 

(a)    Stead   v.    Salt,    3    Bingham  (6)  1728,  M.  14567. 

101.  (c)  1834,  12  a  821. 
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power  of  compromise  must  be  presumed  to  be  vested  in  the  majority. 
We  are  not^  however^  aware  that  the  pure  question  here  under 
consideration  has  ever  been  judicially  settled  either  in  this  country 
or  in  England. 

A  partner  has  no  power  to  bind  the  company  by  referring  Partners  have 
claims  made  either  by  or  against  it  to  arbitration.     This  is  an  act  refer  or  com- 
of  extraordinary  administration,   which    entirely  transcends    the  ^"*"*^* 
sphere  of  general  agency,  and  will  receive  no  effect  unless  agreed 
to  or  ratified  by  the  company.     It  makes  no  difference  whether  the 
claim  has  only  been  made,  or  whether  action  has  already  been  raised 
for  its  enforcement  (a).    In  like  manner,  he  has  no  implied  power 
to  compromise ;  for  on  the  common  principles  of  agency,  authority 
to  receive  payment  of  debt  does  not  imply  authority  to  settle  it 
otherwise  (ft). 

REFERENCE  TO  OATH. 

» 

According  to  the  law  of  Scotland,  while  a  civil  action  is  pend-  Reference  to 
ing,  it  is  competent  for  either  pursuer  or  defender  to  refer  the  contract 
matter  in  dispute  to  the  oath  of  his  adversary.  When  this  is  done, 
a  judicial  contract  is  said  to  be  entered  into  between  the  parties, 
whereby  they  are  held  to  agree  that,  renouncing  every  other  mode 
of  proof,  the  matter  in  dispute  shall  be  settled  by  the  oath  of  one 
of  them  (c). 

The  question  never  appears  to  have  been  settled  by  any  reported  Has  a  partner 
decision,  whether  a  partner  has  implied  power  to  bind  the  firm  by  to  oath? 
agreeing  on  its  behalf  that  the  subject-matter  of  a  lawsuit  in  which 
it  is  a  litigant,  shall  be  settled  by  reference  to  the  oath  of  the 
opposite  party.  We  are  therefore  left  to  be  guided  by  general 
principles.  In  considering  this  question,  a  distinction  must  be  made 
between  a  reference  to  oath  in  initio  litisf  before  a  finding  or  verdict 
has  been  obtained  on  the  evidence,  and  a  similar  reference  after  the 

(a)  Lumsden  v.  Gordon^  1728,  M.  and  N.  500.     Russell  on  Arbitration 

14567.    See  also  Mcintosh  v.  Robert-  19  sqq. 

son,  1834,  12  S.  321.    2  Bdl'a  Com.  (b)  See  Nottidge  v.  PricTiard,  2  01. 

618.     English  aathoritieB :  Stead  v.  and  Fin.  379 ;  WaUace  v.  KeUall,  7 

SaU^  3  Bing.  101 ;  Antram  v.  Chace,  M.  and  W.  264. 

15  East  209;   Strang  ford  v.   Green,  (c)     Per    Lord   Jostice-Clerk    in 

2  Mod.  228 ;  Uatton  v.  RoyU,  3  H.  M'Nab  v.  Lockhart,  1843,  5  D.  1021. 
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company  has  failed  in  every  other  kind  of  proof.  With  regard  to 
a  reference  of  the  company's  cause  to  the  oath  of  its  opponent 
before  a  decision  has  been  given  on  the  ordinary  evidence,  or  at 
least  before  it  has  become  clear  that  such  evidence  is  not  to  be 
obtained,  there  seems  no  reason  to  doubt,  from  theory  as  well  as 
from  analogy,  that  no  such  implied  power  exists. 
Ooiiorai  con-  lu  the  first  place,  it  is  by  no  means  necessary  as  a  means  of 

carrying  on  the  business  of  the  firm ;  and,  like  the  power  to  refer  to 
arbitration,  it  seems  altogether  to  transcend  the  sphere  of  ordinary 
management.     It  may,  no  doubt,  in  many  cases  be  the  means  of 
terminating  a  costly  litigation  in  a  cheap,  brief,  and  satisfactory 
manner ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  may  as  often  involve  the  risk 
of  perilling  on  the  veracity  of  a  doubtful  opponent  an  action  or 
defence  which  could  be  made  good  by  the  ordinary  legal  machinery. 
Even  law-agents,  who  are  employed  to  act  for  litigants  in  the  con- 
duct of  a  cause,  require  special  authority  to  enable  them  to  bind 
their  clients  by  such  a  reference  (a) ;  and  though  an  exception  is 
made  in  favour  of  counsel,  this  arises  from  the  exuberant  authority 
with  which,  for  the  client's  benefit,  they  are  held  to  be  invested:  yet 
even  in  their  case  there  is  no  instance  of  the  exercise  of  this  power 
m  {iiitio  litis  {b).     In  fact,  it  would  seem  that  this  is  a  matter  in 
which,  when  practicable,  all  the  partners  should  consult  and  deter- 
mine, as  it  may  often  equal  in  importance  the  question  whether  a 
claim  or  a  defence  should  be  simply  abandoned.     Perhaps  an  excep- 
tion may  be  made  in  cases  where  some  of  the  partners  are  abroad, 
or  where  the  management  of  the  company  is  committed  to  manag- 
ing partners ;  but  even  this  is  very  doubtful. 
iiftve  directors         -A.S  to  directors  of  incorporated  companies,  the  case  is  somewhat 
t  lis  power?       different;  and  in  the  absence  of  any  decision  to  the  contrary,  it  is 
probable  that  when  they  have  full  powers  to  institute  legal  proceed- 
ings for  their  companies  without  taking  special  instructions  for  that 
purpose,  the  power  in  question  will  be  inferred  in  cases  which  do 
not  vitally  affect  the  interests  of  their  constituents. 

When  a  final  judgment  has  been  given  against  the  copartnery, 
it  would  seem  that  any  partner  may  insist  on  referring  the  matter 

(a)    Hardy   v.    Allan,    1709,    M.  (h)  GilJUlan  v.  Brown,  1833,  11  S. 

12248 ;  and  caaee  immediately  follow-      548 ;  Currie,  1846,  9  D.  808 ;  Forh^f 
ing.  V.  Duffus,  19  Jan.  1837,  F.  C. 
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in  dispute  to  the  oath  of  the  opposite  party.     Here  no  great  harm 

beyond  an  increase  of  expense  is  likely  to  ensue ;  and  as  it  always 

affords  a  chance   of   success,  it  would   be  hard   to  deprive  any 

partner  of  its  benefit,  if  he  conscientiously  believes  it  will  be  of 

avail.     Besides,  as  the  competency  of  such  a  reference  is  always 

within  the  equitable  discretion  of  the  Court,  there  is  not  much 

danger  of  its  being  abused  to  the  injury  of  either  party  (a). 

When  a  reference  has  been  made  to  the  oath  of  a  firm  or  ordi-  Mode  of  pro- 
cedure wheu 

nary  partnership,  the  general  rule  is,  that  the  oaths  of  all  the  part-  reference  is 
ners  must  be  taken.  This  is  particularly  the  case  where  it  is  sought  of  company. 
to  prove  by  the  oath  of  the  company  that  payment  of  a  debt  duly 
constituted  against  it  had  not  been  made ;  for  in  such  a  case,  unless 
all  the  partners  were  examined,  it  would  be  impossible  to  ascertain 
that  some  of  their  number  had  not  made  payment  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  others  (6). 

And  the  rule  becomes  all  the  stronger  after  the  firm  has  been 
dissolved ;  for  here  agency  having  ceased,  there  is  not  even  ground 
for  assuming  that  one  partner  holds  authority  to  bind  the  others 
by  deposition  (c). 

It  is  not  to  be  inferred,  however,  from  this,  that  when  from  LimitstionA  of 
death  it  has  become  impossible  to  examine  all  those  who  were 
partners  at  the  contraction  of  the  debt,  the  oaths  of  the  survivors 
may  not  be  taken  on  the  question  of  resting  owing.  To  give  effect 
to  such  a  view,  would  be  in  many  cases  to  deprive  a  creditor  of 
his  only  mode  of  proof ;  and  although  it  is  possible  that  payment 
may  have  been  made  by  a  deceased  partner,  it  is  the  fault  of  the 
survivors  that  they  did  not  examine  into  the  matter  in  time,  and 
preserve  legal  evidence  of  the  fact  (d). 

Where  the  whole  business  transactions  of  a  company  have  been  when  busi- 
entrusted  to  the  exclusive  management  of  one  of  the  partners,  it  on  by  one 
would  seem  that  the  reference  may  be  confined  to  his  oath  (e)  ;  but  ^  "^^' 
if  the  reference  has  been  made  de  facto  to  the  oaths  of  all  the 

(a)  Ritchie  v.  Mackay,  1829,  3  W.      1831,  9  S.  440 ;  APNah  v.  Lockhart, 
and  S.  490.  supra;  Neill  v.  Campbell,  1849,  11  D. 

(b)  APNab  v.  Lockhart,  1843,  6  D.      979. 

1014;   Broom  v.  Edgley,  1843,  6  D.  (rf)  Stewart,  1823,  2  S.  483. 

1094,  opinion  of  Lord  JuBtice-Clerk.  (e)  Gow.y.  M' Donald,  1827,  6  S. 

(c)  Nisbet's  Trustees  v.    Morrison,  472,   as    compared  with    Kendal    v. 
1829,  7  S.  307  ;  Boston  v.  Johnston,  Campbell,  1766,  M.  12351. 
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Question  of 
constitution  of 
obligation  by 
agency  of  one 
partner ; 


and  by  agency 
of  directorB. 


partners,  it  will  not  be  exhausted  by  the  deposition  of  one  of  their 
number  (a). 

The  case  becomes  somewhat  dififerent  when  the  question  is  not 
one  of  resting  owing,  but  whether  a  debt  or  obligation  had  been 
constituted,  or  an  agreement  had  been  entered  into.  Here,  if  the 
alleged  transaction  fell  within  the  agency  of  a  single  partner,  there 
seems  no  reason  to  doubt  that  it  would  be  properly  referred  to  his 
individual  oath.  And,  indeed,  it  is  difficult  to  see  of  what  use  the 
oaths  of  the  other  partners  could  possibly  be,  where  it  is  admitted 
that  the  transaction  was  covered  by  the  partner^s  agency,  and  it 
is  alleged  that  it  was  with  him  only  that  it  took  place.  This  is  a 
principle  of  common  agency  (6). 

As  directors  of  public  companies  are  the  sole  agents  of  the 
company  for  the  transaction  of  business,  they  are  undoubtedly  the 
proper  parties  to  whose  oath  the  constitution  of  obligations  against 
the  company  should  be  referred.  But  it  should  be  observed,  that 
when  the  obligation  sought  to  be  established  is  one  which  could 
only,  from  the  constitution  of  the  company,  be  undertaken  through 
the  joint  agency  of  a  board  or  a  majority  of  directors,  or  is  com- 
petent only  when  it  receives  the  assent  of  a  sine  quo  norij  the  refe- 
rence ought  to  be  in  similar  terms,  unless  where  the  public  were 
entitled  in  contracting  with  the  company  to  presume  otherwise. 
The  same  rule  will  apply  where  the  transaction  alleged  could  only 
have  been  validly  entered  into  with  a  certain  servant  or  official  of 
the  company,  e.g.  the  secretary  of  a  railway,  or  the  cashier  of  a 
banking  company. 


ADMISSIONS. 


When  part-  When  representations  are  made  by  one  partner  in  relation  to 

fiions  bind  the    matters  falling  within  the  limits  of  the  company's  business,  they 
company.         ^jjj  ^^^^  ^j^^  company  (c) ;  and  admissions  made  by  a  partner  in 

such  circumstances  ai'e  conclusive  evidence  against  the  company, 


(a)  Cleland  v.  M'CleUan,  1861,  13 
D.  604. 

(6)  Smith  V.  Falconer,  1881,  9  8. 
474,  and  18S3,  11  S.  323 ;  CampbeU 
V.  Ballantyne,  1839,  1  D.  1061 ;  Dick- 


son V.  Ker,  1830,  9  S.  126.  See  ontoo, 
p.  279. 

(c)  National  Ex,  Co,  v.  i)ror, 
1860,  12  D.  950,-1861,  13  D.  770; 
aff.  1866,  2  Maoq.  108. 
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unless  they  can  be  disproved  (a).  But  it  has  been  held,  that 
entries  in  the  private  books  of  one  partner  are  not  evidence  against 
the  heirs  of  another,  where  the  question  was  between  the  heirs  of 
both  partners  (6).  This  decision  was,  of  course,  prior  to  the  recent 
changes  in  the  law  of  evidence. 

Before,  however,  the  admission  of  one  partner  can  be  made  Condition  pro- 
available  against  another,  the  fact  of  partnership  must  be  admitted 
or  established  (c);  and,  in  general,  the  admissions  of  an  alleged  part- 
ner will  not  be  received  to  prove  its  existence  against  another  (d). 
Admissions  bj  a  person  who  afterwards  becomes  a  partner  with 
another,  are  no  evidence  against  the  latter  with  reference  to  what 
took  place  prior  to  the  date  of  the  partnership  (e). 

As  directors  are*special  agents,  companies  are  affected  by  their  Admissions  by 

directors. 

admissions  in  such  matters  only  as  fall  within  the  sphere  of  their 
agency  (/). 


POWER  TO  TAKE  PAYMENT  OF  DEBTS  DUE  TO  THE  FIRM,    AND 
HEREIN  OF  GRANTING  RELEASES  SO  AS  TO  BIND  THE  FIRM. 


As  a  partner  has  implied  power  to  contract  debts  and  oblisa-  Partner  has 

,         ,  ,  power  to  dis- 

tions  on  the  part  of  the  firm,  so  also  has  he  implied  authority  to  charge  on 

payment. 

receive  payment  of  and  discharge  such  debts  as  are  owing  to  the 
company.  This  is  so  obvious  a  deduction  from  the  principle  that 
every  partner  is  implied  agent  for  the  company  within  the  sphere 
of  its  business,  that  it  appears  never  to  have  been  questioned  in  this 
country.  In  England,  it  has  been  specially  decided  to  be  law  (^). 
It  is  a  consequence  of  this  implied  power,  that  a  tender  of  pay- 
ment to  one  partner  is  a  tender  of  payment  to  the  firm,  so  as  to 
stop  the  currency  of  interest,  and  involve  the  firm  in  the  costs 


(a)  2  Bell's  Com.  618  ;  NisheVs  Trs. 
v.  Morrison's  Trs.,  1829,  7  S.  307, 
per  Lord  Glenlee ;  Lucas  v.  De  la 
Cour,  1  M.  and  Sel.  248;  Wood  v. 
Braddick,  1  Taunt.  104.  Lindley  236. 
National  Bankr,  Hope,  1 837, 16  S.  177. 

(b)  Smith  V.  Logan,  1826,  5  S.  29, 
4  W.  and  S.  47. 

(c)  Grant  v.  Jackson,  Pea.  Ca. 
203 ;  Nicholls  v.  Dowding,  1  Stark.  81 ; 
CampbeUy,M'Farlane,  1840, 2  D.  663. 


(d)  Dundas  v.  Belch,  1806,  2  Bell's 
Com.  399,  u.  4  ;  Smith  v.  Puller,  1820, 
2  Mur.  342. 

(e)  Tunley  v.  Evans,  2  DowL  and 
L.  747  ;  Catt  v.  Howard,  3  Stark.  3. 

(/)  Meux's  Exrs.,  2  De  G.  M.  and 
G.  622  ;  BcU  v.  London  and  North- 
western Ra.  Co.,  15  Bear.  648. 

(jg)  Anon.,  12  Mod.  446 ;  Hawk- 
shaw  V.  Parkins,  2  Swanst.  539  ;  Hen- 
derson v.  Wild,  2  Camp.  561. 
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He  has  no 
j)Ower  to  flis- 
charpro  except 
on  payuieut. 


Does  power 
survive  dis- 
solution ? 


and  consequences  of  any  proceedings  they  may  aftewards  take  forr 
recoveiy  or  in  security  of  the  sum  already  offered.  E  conversOj  a 
tender  of  payment  by  one  partner  is  a  tender  by  the  firm  (a). 

But  it  must  be  observed,  that  while  a  partner  has  power  to  dis- 
charge company  claims  on  payment  or  performance,  he  has  no 
implied  authority  to  settle  them  otherwise,  as  by  compromise  (6), 
or  set-off  against  counter  claims  due  by  himself  as  an  individual. 

As  partnership  survives  after  dissolution  for  the  purpose  of 
winding  up  (c),  it  may  be  argued  that  payment  to  one  partner 
even  after  dissolution  can  be  made  in  safety,  as  he  has  still  implied 
agency  to  grant  a  discharge  on  receiving  payment  of  the  compan/s 
claims  (J).     But  it  is  questionable  how  far  this  can  be  taken  as 
settled  in  the  law  of  Scotland,  since  the  case  6i  Oswalds  Trustees 
V.  Dickson,  where,  from  the  opinions  of  the  judges,  it  would  seem 
that  they  thought  something  more  was  necessary  to  entitle  a  part- 
ner to  discharge  a  company  debt,  than  the  mere  fact  that  he  was  a 
partner  while  the  concern  subsisted  (e).     In  the  case  of  Morris  v. 
Stewarty  an  action  having  been  raised  by  a  company,  one  of  the 
partners  died  during  the  litigation,  and  his  widow  was  sisted  as  liis 
executrix.     Decree  having  been  pronounced  against  the  defender, 
the  Court  held  that  he  was  not  bound  to  be  satisfied  with  a  dis- 
charge by  the  surviving  partner,  but  that  he  was  entitled  to  insist 
that  the  widow  should  confirm,  and  be  a  party  to  the  discharge  (/). 
Be  this  as  it  may,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that,  since  a  discharge 
or  release  is  not  probatio  probata,  the  company  will  not  be  held 
bound,  when  it  can  be  shown  that  in  granting  such  an  acquittance 
the  partner  had  acted  collusively  with  the  obligant  (g). 

It  has  been  held  in  England,  that  a  partner  may  bind  the  firm  by 
taking  a  bill  from  a  company  debtor  in  lieu  of  money  payment  (A). 


(a)  See  the  English  cases  of  Douglas 
V.  Patrick,  3  T.  R.  688  ;  and  Pkrse 
V.  Bowles,  1  Stark.  323. 

(6)  Nottidge  v.  Prichard,  2  CI.  and 
Fin.  379  ;  Wallace  v.  KeLsall,  7  M.  and 
W.  264.    See  p.  528. 

(c)  2  Bell's  Com.  637  ;  Buchanan  v. 
West  of  Scotland  Iron  Co,,  1855,  17  D. 
461 ;  Gordon  v.  Douglas,  Heron,  and 
Co.,  1795,  afF.  3  Paton's  App.  428. 

{d)  Duff  V.  East    India    Co.,    15 


Vefi.  198 ;  Brasier  v.  Hudson,  9  Sim. 
1.  See  Gibson  v.  Stewart,  1822, 1  S. 
352. 

(e)  Dec.  3,  1833,  12  S.  156. 

(/)  1852,  14  D.  576. 

(g)  Farrar  v.  Hutchinson,  9  A.  and 
E.  641 ;  Henderson  v.  Wild,  2  C-amp. 
561  ;  Aspinall  v.  London  and  N.-W. 
Ra.  Co,,  11  Ha.  325. 

(h)  Tomlin  v.  Laurence,  8  Moo. 
and  P.  555. 
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Reasoning  from  analogy,  it  would  seem  that  a  partner  has  no  Partner  can- 
implied  power  to  innovate  or  delegate  a  debt  due  to  the  firm ;  that  or  delegate. 
is,  to  accept  one  obligation  for  another,  or  take  one  debtor  in  room 
of  another.  This  would  not  only  imply  a  power  to  settle  a  debt 
otherwise  than  by  payment,  but  might  have  the  effect  of  destroying 
existing  securities,  and  of  liberating  cautioners.  Something  might, 
liowever,  in  such  a  case,  depend  on  the  custom  of  the  trade  in 
which  the  firm  was  engaged. 

When  an  action  has  once  been  raised  by  the  company  against  Release  by 
one  of  its  debtors  or  obligants,  no  discharge  or  release  can  be  action  raised 
granted  by  an  individual  partner,  to  the  effect  of  staying  the  suit  at  company ;° 
the  company's  instance  (a).  If  the  release  be  granted  in  name  of 
the  individual  partner,  it  will  be  of  no  avail,  because  it  does  not 
even  bear  to  be  the  deed  of  the  pursuer,  who  is  the  company.  If, 
again,  it  be  granted  in  name  of  the  company,  it  must  be  equally 
valueless,  because  the  will  of  the  company  being  already  known  by 
the  raising  of  the  action,  all  implied  power  in  the  partner  to  repre- 
sent it  in  the  matter  sub  judice  has  necessarily  ceased.  It  may 
even  be  said  that  a  company  debtor  is  not  in  safety  to  pay  to  one 
partner,  after  action  has  been  raised  in  the  company's  name,  unless 
at  least  the  payment  includes  the  amount  of  costs  that  have  been 
already  incurred.  It  would  seem  to  be  the  safest  course  for  the 
defender  in  such  circumstances,  to  insist  for  a  discharge  in  name  of 
the  other  partners,  or  for  decree  of  absolvitor. 

But  while  a  release  by  a  single  partner  can  have  no  effect  to  but  may  bind 
bind  the  company,  there  seems  no  reason  why  it  should  not  bind  dually. 
him  as  an  individual,  so  as  to  found  a  claim  of  indemnity  at  the 
instance  of  the  company  debtor  against  him,  at  least  pro  rata  of 
his  share,  or  to  the  effect  of  extinguishing  the  debt  or  obligation 
altogether,  if  by  succession  or  otherwise  they  should  come  to  be 
centred  in  his  person. 

In  England  a  very  different  principle  prevails.     There  a  release  Contrary 

.  .      ,  1  1         11  1    .  English  rules. 

by  one  partner  is  held  in  law  to  be  a  release  by  all ;  and  it  makes 
no  difference  whether  such  release  has  been  granted  before  or  after 
judicial  proceedings  have  been  adopted,  or  whether  it  has  been  for 
an  onerous  or  a  gratuitous  cause.     This  principle  is  apparently 

(«)  See,  as  to  this,  the  Report  of  the  Mercantile  Law  Coramiasion,  1854-5, 
8.  78. 
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traceable  to  the  non-recognition  of  the  separate  person  of  the 
company,  and  has  been  justly  condemned  by  high  authority  as 
productive  of  great  injustice  (a).  Even,  however,  in  the  English 
system,  a  release  will  be  set  aside  where  fraud  or  collusion  can  be 
plainly  shown  to  have  been  the  inducing  cause  (6). 

NOTICE. 

To  >7hom  As  a  general  rule,  notice  to  one  partner  of  a  private  firm  is 

given  so  sm  to  noticc  to  the  firm,  on  the  common  principle  that  notice  to  an  agent 
pany.  ^  ^^  ^s  uoticc  to  hls  principal  (c).  This  does  not,  however,  apply  where 
the  transaction  is  beyond  the  implied  agency,  when  it  is  personal 
to  the  partner  receiving  the  notice,  or  when  by  retirement  the 
agency  has  been  withdrawn  (d)  ;  nor  to  cases  of  fraud  (e).  Inti- 
mation to  its  manager  is  intimation  to  the  company  apparently  in 
all  cases  (/).  Notice  to  a  shareholder  of  a  common  law  company 
managed  by  officials  is  not  sufficient  (g)y  but  notice  to  one  of  its 
directors  is  enough  (A).  Intimation  of  an  assignation  of  shares  or 
stock  must  either  be  made  to  the  manager  or  to  all  the  partners, 
inasmuch  as  such  a  transaction  may  seriously  affect  the  internal 
management  or  the  balance  of  the  membership  (t).  IntimatioD  is, 
however,  not  necessary  to  complete  the  transfer  of  his  share  from 
one  partner  to  the  other,  when  there  are  only  two  partners,  and  the 
conveyance  is  immediately  acted  on  (i). 

(a)  See  Report  of  CommissioneiB  856 ;  Adams  v.  Bingley^  1  M.  and  W. 

noted  supra,  b.  78.     Arton  v.  Booth,  192. 

4  Moore  192  ;  Phillips  v.  Clagett,  11  (c)  See  ex  parte  Heaton,  Back.  386. 

M.  and  W.  84 ;  Fumival  v.  Weston,  (/)  See  HiU  v.  Lindsay,  1846,  ft 

7  Moore  356.  D.  472 ;  ColUnson  v.  Lister,  supra. 

(6)  Barker  v.  Richardson,  1 Y.  and  {g)  Powlesv.  Page,  3  C.  B.  16.    See 

J.  362.  Bumes  v.  Fennel,  1849,  2  H.  of  L.  Ca. 

(c)  Mayhew  v.  Eames,  1  Car.  and  497. 

Pa.  550  ;  Alderson  v.  Pope,  1  Camp.  (A)  See  Worces.  Com  Exchange  Co.y 

404  ;  Bigmld  v.  Waterhouse,  1  M.  and  8  De  G.  M.  and  G.  180. 

S.  259  ;  Porthouse  v.  Parker,  1  Camp.  (i)  HiU  v.  Lindsay,  supra, 

82  ;  Jacand  v.  French,  12  East  317.  (i)  Russell  v.  Breadalbane,  1825, 1 

(d)  Bignoldy.  If ater/torwe,  1 M.  and  W.  and  S.  620;  1831,  6  W.  and  S. 
S.  255  ;  CoUinson  v.  Lister,  20  Beav.  256  ;  aff.  2  S.  62,  and  6  S.  891. 
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HOW  PARTNERSHIPS  AND  COMMON  LAW  COMPANIES  MAY 

SUE  AND  BE  SUED. 

It  is  a  fundamental  principle  of  Scotch  as  well  as  of  English  law.  Fundamental 
that  the  right  of  suing  and  being  sued  in  the  corporate  or  descrip-  InguTh^and 
tive  name  is  a  privilege  competent  to  no  other  associations  than     ^^    *^* 
such  as  are  incorporated  or  privileged  by  public  authority,  that  is, 
by  special  act,  charter,  letters  patent,  or  registration  (a). 

But  beyond  this,  the  two  systems  widely  diverge.  The  law  of  where  the 
England  sees  in  an  unincorporated  association  nothing  but  the  dh^e^e.  ^^ 
individual  members  of  which  it  is  composed,  and  has  generally 
held  inflexibly  to  the  rule,  that  it  can  only  appear  judicially  when 
every  member  has  been  made  a  plaintiff  or  defendant,  as  the  case 
may  be  (6).  The  law  of  Scotland,  on  the  other  hand,  inasmuch 
as  it  sees  in  such  associations  not  only  the  individual  members, 
but  their  aggregation,  forming  the  qtmsi  person  of  the  company, 
requires  indeed  that  the  members  shall  be  before  the  Court,  but 
in  most  cases  is  satisfied  by  the  appearance  of  some,  as  representa- 
tives of  the  whole. 

The  consequences  of  the  English  principle  have  been  unsatis-  Consequences 
factory  in  the  extreme.     In  questions  with  the  public,  the  company  ?aie.**^  ^ 

(a)  Masons  of  Lodge  of  Lanark,  Kerr  v.  Clyde  Ship,  Co.y  1839,  1  D. 

1730,   M.   14554 ;    Wilson  v.  Johson,  901 ;  Robertson  v.  Anderson,  1841,  3 

1771,  M.  14555;  Heritors  etc,  of  Dairy,  D.  986  ;  London  and  Edin,  Ship,  Co,, 

1791,  M.  14557  ;  Stevenson  v.  Arran  1841,  3  D.  1045 ;  Fleming  v.  Ballon- 

Fish,  Co,,  VJbl,  M.  14560 ;   Lawson  tyne,  1842,  5  D.  305 ;  Duke  of  Port- 

V.  Gordon,  1810,  15  F.  C.  741 ;  Cid-  land,  1852,  15  D.  62.     See  also  the 

creuch  Cotton  Co.,  1822,  2  S.  47  ;  Sea  Report  of  Mer.  Law  Com.,  1855,  pp. 

Insurance  Co,,  1827,  5  S.  848  ;  Com-  96-104. 

mercial  Bank,  1828, 3  W.  and  S.  365  ;  (6)  See  Lindley,  p.  383  et  seq.,  and 

Tannoch  v.  Reed,   1829,  7   S.   606  ;  p.  718  et  seq. 


quasi  ])(*rs(>ii 
iu  Scotlaud. 
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has  often  been  disabled  from  prosecuting  its  just  claims ;  for,  as  all 
the  partners  must  appear  as  plaintiffs,  the  refusal  of  any  of  their 
number  to  allow  his  name  to  be  used,  or  his  subsequent  withdrawal 
of  it  from  the  instance,  grounds  a  plea  in  abatement,  if  the  defen- 
dant choose  to  object  (a)  ;  and  in  questions  inter  socios,  unincorpo- 
rated companies  have  been  found  incapable  of  either  suing  their 
members   or   being  sued  by  them,  on  the  ratioy  that  as  all  the 
partners  must  appear  as  plaintiffs  or  defendants,  as  the  case  may 
be,  one  at  least   of   their  number  would   in  either   case  have  to 
appear  in  both  chai'acters  (/>).      It   is  true  that   in  equity  some 
relief  was  ultimately  accorded,  where,  in  a  question  with  the  public, 
the  company  had  to  sue  or  be  sued ;  but  the  consequences  of  the 
principle  referred  to  ultimately  proved  so  mischievous  and  insur- 
mountable, that  this  more  than  anything  else  led  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  Registration  Acts  (c). 

Effoct  of  ro-  In  Scotland,  the  recognition  of  the  quasi  person  of  unmcorpo- 

rated  associations  has  prevented  the  occurrence  of  these  ludicrous 
consequences,  and  this  practical  denial  of  justice.  The  mere  circum- 
stance, that  some  of  the  members  of  an  unincorporated  association 
do  not  concur  in  an  action,  or  that  they  disclaim  a  defence  main- 
tained by  the  company,  does  not  of  itself  terminate  the  one  or 
invalidate  the  other,  in  the  absence  of  fraud  or  collusion  ;  and,  a3 
will  be  afterwards  seen,  actions  between  the  company  and  its 
members  are  even  more  favourably  situated  than  those  between  the 
company  and  strangers. 

Scottish  The  theory,  therefore,  of  the  law  of  Scotland  appears  to  be  as 

follows : — An  unincorporated  association,  not  being  a  proper  person, 
can  only  appear  judicially  where  the  units  constituting  its  member- 
ship are  before  the  Court ;  but  inasmuch  as  it  is  a  quasi  person, 
that  condition  will  generally  be  satisfied  by  equivalents.  We  shall 
afterwards  point  out  the  cases  in  which  the  principle,  that  all  the 
partners  must  be  present,  is  enforced  even  to  the  letter  with  all  the 
rigour  of  the  English  common  law,  where  this  rigour  is  demanded 
by  the  substantial  interests  of  justice.  We  shall  meanwhile  pro- 
ceed  to   consider  the   ordinary   modes   in   which   unincorporated 

(a)  Lindley,  p.  383  et  seq. ;  Coll.  457      566  et  seq.y  768  and  771  et  seif,;  Thring 
et  seq.y  768  et  seq. ;  Thring  9  et  seq,  9  et  seq. 

(ft)  Lindley,  p.  718  et  seq. ;  Coll.  (c)  Last  references. 
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mercantile  associations  sue  and  defend,  and  in  which  the  law  of 
Scotland,  withont  losing  sight  of  the  fundamental  distinction 
between  corporate  and  unincorporate  societies,  avoids  the  embar- 
rassments and  injustice  that  have  manifested  themselves  in  English 
law. 

The  ordinary  modes  in  which  unincorporated  mercantile  associa-  Ordinarv 

•^  ^  *  ^  modes  of  suing 

lions  sue  and  are  sued  in  Scotland  are  twofold,  and  are  available  and  being  sued. 
according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  company. 

1.  An  unincorporated  association  may  sue  and  be  sued  without 
appearance  of  all  the  members,  where,  in  addition  to  the  descriptive 
name,  there  are  given  the  names  of  at  least  three  partners.  This 
may  be  termed  appearance  by  the  descriptive  name,  with  joinder  of 
partners. 

2.  A  private  partnership  may  sue  and  be  sued  without  calling 
all  the  partners,  if  the  company  name  comprise  the  names  of 
persons  only,  as  *  Carrick,  Brown,  and  Company,'  in  opposition  to 
such  names  as  'The  Sea  Insurance  Company,'  'The  Culcreuch 
Cotton  Company,'  which  are  termed  descriptive.  This  mode  of 
suing  and  being  sued  is  generally  known  as  that  in  the  social 
name. 

These  two  modes  have,  by  long  usage  and  well-proved  utility, 
come  to  be  regarded  as  the  ordinary  forms  in  which  unincorporated 
associations  having  gain  for  their  object  sue  and  are  sued ;  and  it 
will  be  observed,  that  in  both  of  them  two  elements  are  present, 
viz.  the  individuality  of  the  members,  and  the  aggregation  which 
constitutes  the  quasi  person.  We  shall  now  proceed  to  consider 
these  two  modes  in  detail. 


APPEABANCE  IN  THE  DESCRIPTIVE  NAME,  WITH  JOINDER  OF 

PARTNERS. 

This  method  of  suing  and  being  sued,  though  easily  deducible  Origin  of. 
from  the  theory  of  Scottish  law  in  relation  to  unincorporated 
associations,  appears  only  to  have  received  the  sanction  of  the 
tribunals  with  difficulty,  and  by  slow  degrees.  At  first,  it  seems 
to  have  been  recognised  only  where  the  company  was  called  as 
defenders,  though  it  was  afterwards  extended  by  parity  of  reasoning 
to  cases  where  the  company  sued. 
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When  com- 
pany defends. 


When  com- 
pany sues. 


In  1757,  it  was  held  that  the  *  Arran  Fishery  Company/  being 
unincorporated  could  not  sue  in  its  descriptive  name ;  but  an  opinion 
was  indicated,  that  an  action  might  have  been  maintained  in  the 
names  of  the  directors  (a).     Subsequently  to  this,  numerous  suits 
were  raised  at  the  instance  of  the  '  York  Buildings  Company/  and 
that  of  an  individual  name  as  governor,  without  any  objection 
having  been  taken  to  the  instance.     But  in  this  case  the  company 
was  really  incorporated  by  Act  of  Parliament,  though  it  might  be 
doubted  whether  it  was  a  corporation  to  the  effect  of  holding  land 
in  Scotland  (6).     We  then  come  to  the  case  of  the  Sea  Insurance 
Company  v.  Gavin^  1827  (no  decisions  of  importance  being  reported 
in  the  interval),  where  the  Court  sustained  an  action  against  a 
company  in  its  descriptive  name,  with  joinder  of  the  manager  and 
three  of  the  directors  (c).     But  in  this  case,  the  four  individuals 
named  had  signed  the  policy  upon  which  proceedings  were  taken. 
In  Cabbell  v.  Brocky  1828,  the  House  of  Lords  expressed  grave 
doubts  whether  a  bank  could  sue  in  name  of  its  officials  {d)\  but 
in  the   immediately  subsequent   case   of   the    Commercial  Bank^ 
that  appellate  tribunal,  after  making  full  inquiry  into  the  practice, 
ultimately  held,  that  in  accordance  with  the  existing  law  of  Scot- 
land, a  company  unincorporate  might  sue  and  be  sued  in  its  de^p- 
tive  name,  in  conjunction  with  the  names  of  several  of  the  individual 
partners  (e).    To  much  the  same  effect  was  the  decision  in  Maclean 
V.  Rose  (/),  1836. 

Hitherto  the  number  of  partners  necessary  to  be  joined  along 
with  the  descriptive  name  had  remained  doubtful,  and  no  direct 
authority  could  be  shown  in  favour  of  extending  this  mode  of 
libelling  to  cases  in  which  the  company  appeared  as  pursuer;  but 
in  the  London  and  Edinburgh  Shipping  Co.,  1841  (^r),  while  it 
was  held  that  a  mercantile  company  could  not  sue  by  a  descriptive 
name  with  joinder  of  one  person  only  as  a  manager  or  partner,  an 
opinion  was  intimated  that  three  partners  in  conjunction  with  the 
descriptive  name  would  have  been  sufficient  either  for  suing  or 
being  sued.    After  some  intermediate  cases  which  did  not  materially 

(a)  M.  14560.  (e)  3  W.  and  S.  365.    See  alao 

(b)  Opinion  of  Lord  AUoway  in  Sea  Shotta  Iron  Co.  v.  Hopkirk^  182S|  6  S- 
Insurance  Co,,  1827,  6  8.  352.  899. 

(c)  5  S.  848.  (/)  15  S.  236. 

(d)  3  W.  and  S.  75.  (^)  3  D.  1046. 
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affect  the  question,  it  was  in  1848  held  bj  the  Lord  Ordinary,  and 
apparently  acquiesced  in  by  the  Court,  that  a  joint-stock  company 
may  sue  under  its  descriptive  name,  with  joinder  of  three  or  more 
of  the  individual  members  (a).  From  this  period  the  practice  has 
been  constant  and  uniform  to  sue  as  well  as  be  sued  in  this  manner, 
and  it  may  therefore  now  be  held  as  fixed  in  the  law  of  Scotland  (b), 

APPEARANCE  IN  THE  SOCIAL  NAME. 

This  mode  of  suing  and  being  sued  is  of  very  old  standing  in  Origin  of. 
the  law  of  Scotland,  and  appears  to  have  been  adopted  from  the  old 
French  law,  which,  among  other  kinds  of  mercantile  associations, 
recognised  La  SocHtS  en  nom  collectif  (c).  All  through  the  last 
century  perpetually  recurring  examples  of  suing  and  being  sued  in 
the  social  name  are  to  be  found  in  the  decisions  of  Kames,  Elchies, 
Falconer,  and  Kilkerran ;  and  when  such  cases  were  brought  under 
review  of  the  House  of  Lords,  no  objection  appears  to  have  been 
taken  to  this  mode  of  libelling.  It  was  not  till  the  close  of  the 
century,  when  the  minds  of  Scottish  lawyers  began  to  be  tinged 
with  notions  derived  from  English  pleadings,  that  doubts  came  to 
be  entertained  of  the  competency  of  this  mode  of  libelling  a  com- 
pany. The  question  appears  to  have  been  first  raised  in  the  case 
of  Douglasy  Heron,  and  Co.  v.  Gordon^  1792,  when  it  was  objected 
that  an  action  could  not  be  sustained  in  the  social  name ;  but  after 
a  minute  examination  into  the  practice,  the  objection  was  ultimately 
repelled,  both  by  the  Court  of  Session  and  the  House  of  Lords  (d). 
After  this  the  question  was  not  again  directly  raised  till  1832, 
though  in  the  interval  numerous  cases  occurred  in  which  the  Court 
incidentally  referred  to  the  practice  of  suing  and  being  sued  in  the 
social  name  as  fully  established  (e).  In  that  year,  in  the  case  of 
Aitchison  and  Co.  v.  Bumsid^s  TrusteeSy  a  doubt  was  thrown  out  by 

(a)  National  Exch.  Co.  v.  Drew,  11  opinion  in  Forsyth  v.  Hare,  13  S.  50, 3 

D.   179.    See  also  opinions  of  judges  Patents  App.  428.     This  case  is  not 

in  Lond.  and  Edin.  Ship.  Co.,  supra.  reported  in  the  Court  of  Session. 

(6)  See  Mercantile  Law  Com.,  p.  96.  (e)  Thomson  v.  Liddell   and  Co., 

(c)  See  Les  Ordonnances  de  1673,  1812, 16  F.  C.  721 ;  Culcreuch  Cotton 

1681,  and    1687,  respectively,  from  Co.,  1822,  2  S.  47 ;    Sea  Insurance 

T^liich  the  Code  de  Commerce  is  chiefly  Co.,  1827,  5  S.  375,  opinion  of  Lord 

a  compilation.  Justice-Clerk;  Rohh  v.  Forrest,  1830,  8 

id)  Referred  to  in  Lord  Medwyn^s  S.  839. 
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Lord  MeaJowbank  as  to  the  competency  of  the  instance,  because 
the  social  name  included  the  name  of  no  actually  existing  partner; 
and  as  the  action  was  dismissed,  the  case  has  often  been  quoted  as 
a  decision  against  this  mode  of  libelling.     But,  in  truth,  the  deci- 
sions both  of  the  Lord  Ordinary  and  of  the  Inner  House  proceeded 
on  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  were  to  the  effect,  that  where  a  de- 
fender denies  the  existence  of  an  alleged  company  in  whose  name 
he  is  sued,  he  is  entitled  to  have  the  names  of  its  alleged  partners 
before  the  Court,  so  that  it  may  appear  whether  or  not  the  concern 
exists  (a).     That  this  was  the  real  import  of  the  judgment,  is  plain 
from  the  case  of  Forsyth  v.  Hare  and  Co.j  which  was  decided  in 
1834  (i).     Here  Forsyth  raised  an  action  against  a  company  of 
manufacturers  in  Bristol  under  their  social  name  of  John  Hare 
and  Co.,  without  joinder  of  any  of  the  individual  partners.    Juris- 
diction had  been  founded  by  arrestment  of  the  company  funds  in 
Scotland,  laid  on  in  the  social  name.     The  objection  was  taken,  that 
^the  action  was  incompetent,  in  respect  that  it   only  concluded 
against  John  Hare  and  Co.,  and  did  not  call  or  conclude  against 
the  individual  partners  of  the  company.'     In  consequence  of  what 
had  taken  place  in  the  previous  case  of  Aitchiaon  v.  Bumside^  the 
Lord  Ordinary  reported  the  case  to  the  Court,  in  order  that  the 
question  might  be  authoritatively  settled.     Minutes  of  debate  were 
ordered  and  laid  before  the  whole  judges,  and  it  was  held  unani- 
mously that  this  mode  of  suing  and  being  sued  was  competent,  and 
fully  established  in  practice.     The  opinions  returned  in  this  case 
are  very  instructive,  and  contain  a  history  of  the  origin  and  prac- 
tical working  of  this  mode  of  appearance  in  the  law  of  Scotland. 
This  decision  was  followed  by  that  in   Wilson  and  Co.  v.  Emng, 
where  it  was  held  that  a  mercantile  company  may  give  a  charge  in 
name  of  the  social  firm  by  which  they  grant  obligations,  though  the 
name  of  no  individual  partner  be  specified  as  charger  (c) ;  and  it 
seems  to  be  now  fixed  law,  that  a  mercantile  company  may  sue  and 
be  sued  in  the  social  name  (d),  meaning  thereby  the  name  in  which 
it  grants  obligations,  provided  it  be  composed  of  the  name  or  names 

(a)  1832,  10  S.  296.  Johnstone,  1836,  15  S.  173.     See  al« 

(h)  13  S.  42.  Knox  v.    Martin,    1847,    10    D.  W; 

(r)    1836,    14    S.    262.      See    also  Craig  v.  Brock  and  Ft^guson,  1841, 4 

Thomson  v.  Johnstone,  1836, 15  S.  173.  D.  54.     Report  of  Merc.  Law  Com., 

(</)    Thomson,    Bonar,    and   Co,   v.  1855,  p.  95. 
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of  partners,  even  though  these  partners  may  have  died  or  are  for 
other  reasons  no  longer  in  the  firm  (a). 

When  a  company  is  called  in  this  manner,  it  is  a  usual,  though 
by  no  means  a  necessary  practice,  to  call  also  some  of  the  partners 
as  individuals  (i). 

It  may  here  be  observed,  that  when  an  individual  carries  on  individual 
business  in  name  of  a  firm,  he  may  both  sue  and  be  sued  socio  nomine, 
nomine  for  debts  so  contracted  (c).      The  individual,  and  such  as 
contract  with  him  in  this  manner,  are  alike  precluded  from  object- 
ing personali  exceptione. 

APPEARANCE   BY  OFFICIALS. 

If,  ^when  unincorporated  mercantile  associations  are  to  sue  or  This  as  a  rule 
be  sued,  the  original  and  strictly  correct  method  of  inserting  the  *°^^"^P^ 
names  of  all  the  members  or  partners  in  the  writ  be  not  adopted, 
the  two  modes  we  have  just  been  considering  appear  to  be  the 
only  alternatives  that  can  be  safely  relied  on  as  competent  accord- 
ing to  the  existing  law  of  Scotland.  Attempts,  it  is  true,  have 
frequently  been  made  to  vindicate  for  such  associations  the  privi- 
lege of  suing  and  being  sued  in  the  names  of  their  office-bearers, 
committee-men,  directors,  or  managers,  or  of  single  officials  specially 
designated  for  the  purpose.  But  such  attempts  have  been  always 
discountenanced  by  the  tribunals,  as  subversive  of  the  distinction 
between  corporations  proper  and  mere  common  law  companies. 

It  was  accordingly  held  as  early  as  1761  (d),  that  tradesmen 
forming  themselves  into  a  society  cannot  sue  by  their  box-master, 
inasmuch  as  they  are  not  a  corporation ;  and  the  same  principle  was 
given  effect  to  in  Lavjson  v.  Gordon^  1810,  15  F.  C.  741,  where 
the  office-bearers  of  a  mason  lodge  attempted  to  sue  in  name  of  the 
lodge.  The  following  decisions  may  also  be  referred  to  as  con- 
firmatory and  illustrative  of  this  rule  :  Wihon  v.  Kippen^  1823  (e), 
where  the  committee  of  a  coffee-room  were  found  not  entitled  to  sue, 

(a)  ForjjyfA  V. /Tare,  1834, 13  S.  51 ;  2  S.  273;  Rose  v.  Moore,  1833,  11 

Maclean  v.  Rose,  1836,  15  S.  236.  S.  844. 

(ft)  Ibid. ;  per  Lord  Deaa  in  Young  (d)  Crawford  v.  Mitchell^  M.  1958. 

▼.  Livingstone,  1860,  22  D.  983.  {e)  2  S.  335,  as  compared  with  pre- 

(c)  Mills  V.  Hamilton,  1830,  9  S.  vioua  case  of  same  name,  1822,  1  S. 

Ill  ;  Booth  V.  Commercial  Bank,  1823,  282. 
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because  it  did  not  plainly  appear  that  they  prosecuted  as  indivi- 
duals ;  Bow  V.  Patrons  of  CowarCs  Hospital^  1825^  4  S.  280,  which 
brings  out  the  distinction  in  this  respect  between  a  corporation  and 
an  ordinary  association;  Scot  v.  Napier^  1827,  5S.  414;  Trotter  "^^ 
Dores,  1833,  12  S.  161;  Creighton  y.  Rankin,  1838,  16  S.  447; 
Wdi/  V.  Kay,  1828,  6  S.  914,  a  case  of  great  hardship,  in  which 
it  was  held  that  a  friendly  society  could  not  be  sued  through  its 
office-bearers,  because  it  had  not  been  formed  under  the  statutes 
which  give  such  companies  this  privilege ;  Kerr  v.  Clt/de  Shipping 
Company,  1839,  1  D.  901 ;  Mitchell  v.  Morrison,  1839, 1  D.  1115 ; 
Robertson  v.  Anderson,  1841,  3  D.  986 ;  London  and  Edinburgh 
Shipping  Company  v.  M'Corkle,  1841,  3  D.  1045, — cases  in  which 
it  was  held  that  unincorporated  associations  could  not  sue  m  the 
descriptive  name  with  the  addition  of  the  names  of  their  agents ; 
M'Millan  v.  M'Culloch,  1842,  4  D.  492,  where  it  was  held  that  the 
partners,  and  not  the  manager  or  agent,  should  have  been  cited; 
McNeil  V.  Coltness  Iron  Company,  1842,  1  Broun  454 ;  Fleming  v. 
Ballantyne,  1842,  5  D.  305,  where  a  distillery  company  was  found 
to  have  no  title  to  raise  action  or  diligence  at  the  instance  of  J.  B. 
in  name  of,  and  for  behoof  of,  and  as  authorized  by,  the  finn. 
This  has  always  been  held  a  leading  case,  fixing  the  law  on  the 
subject.     See  also  Thorn  v.  North  British  Bank,  1848,  10  D.  1254, 
for  the  opinion  of  the  Lord  Ordinary. 
Exceptions  Notwithstanding  of  these  decisions,   it  has  sometimes  been 

explained  by  .  •  ^ 

estoppel.  stated  that  mercantile  joint-stock  companies,  though  unincorporate, 

may  sue  and  be  sued  in  name  of  their  directors  or  other  officials  (a). 
An  attentive  consideration  of  the  decisions  generally  quoted  in 
support  of  this  doctrine,  will,  however,  it  is  thought,  lead  to  the 
conclusion  that  they  are  exceptional  cases,  to  be  explained  on  the 
principle  of  estoppel  (6). 

(a)   2  Bell'a  Com.    629 ;    Shand's  should  be  exclosiyely  employed ;  bot 

Practice  i.  181.  when  such  a  principle  has  not  found 

(6)  The  use  of  this  term  has  been  expression  in  this  manner,  it  seeoia 

objected  to,  as  not  properly  one  recog-  very  difficult  to  understand  why  an 

niaed  in  Scottish  law.    I  am  unable  English  word,  which  exacUy  ezpresHS 

to  appreciate  the  force  of  this  objec-  the  idea,    should   not   be   employed 

tion.    When  a  principle  of  Scotch  law  without  hesitation.    Any  rule  to  the 

has  come  to  be  designated  by  a  tech-  contrary  would,  if  rigidly  enforoed, 

nical  word  of  Soottidi  origin,  it  is  cer-  reduce  the  legal  vocabulary  within  T«iy 

tainly  quite  proper  that  that  word  inconvenient  limits.     Now,  the  pnn* 
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A  party  is  said  to  be  estopped  or  barred,  when  he  has  done  or  Doctrine  of 

.  .  .  .  .  .1.  estoppel. 

acquiesced  in  something  being  done  which  precludes  him  from 
insisting  in  a  plea  otherwise  competent.  Now,  in  all  the  instances 
where  unincorporated  associations  have  been  allowed  to  sue  or  be 
sued  in  name  of  their  o£Scials,  it  should  seem  that  the  defenders 
have  been  estopped  from  pleading  the  common  law,  by  reason  of 
some  contract,  express  or  implied,  to  which  they  had  been  parties. 

In  Wilson  v.  Kivpen,  1822,  1  S.  282,  a  committee  of  a  private  Examples  of, 

.     .  r  1  .11  1  .  -   .  1  when  company 

association  was  found  entitled  to  charge  certain  of  its  members,  was  pursuer; 
because  they  had  expressly  agreed  to  its  appointment  for  the  pur- 
pose of  recovering  outstanding  debts.  In  Fisher  v.  Syme^  1827,  6 
S.  216,  a  charge  at  the  instance  of  the  cashier  of  a  banking  com- 
pany was  sustained,  because  the  suspenders  had  bound  themselves 
to  make  payment  to  him  nominatim.  In  CamUhers  v.  Johnstone^ 
1828,  7  S.  38,  the  manager  of  a  banking  company  was  found 
entitled  to  reclaim,  because  the  respondent  had  called  the  action 
against  the  company  in  the  manager's  name.  In  Cheyne  v.  Little^ 
1828,  7  S.  110,  action  was  sustained  at  the  instance  of  the  cashier 
against  a  partner  of  the  Fife  Bank,  because  the  defender  had 
agreed  to  be  sued  in  this  manner,  inasmuch  as  the  original  con- 
tract provided  that  this  mode  was  competent,  and  a  return  had 
been  made  to  the  Stamp  Office  in  order  to  obtain  the  statutory 
privilege  to  that  effect,  and  the  defender  had  been  a  party  to  both 
of  these  transactions.  In  Leslie  v.  Sproatj  1829,  7  S.  312,  a  pur- 
chaser of  a  lease  from  a  mason  lodge  was  found  not  entitled  to 
resist  payment  of  a  bill  to  the  treasurer,  in  respect  he  had  granted 
it  in  favour  of  that  officer.  In  Downe  v.  Pitcaimej  1829,  3  W. 
and  S.  472,  the  House  of  Lords  sustained  the  title  of  the  office- 
bearers of  an  unincorporated  association  to  sue,  in  respect  that  the 
contract  on  which  the  action  proceeded  had  been  specially  made 


ciple  denoted  by  the  word  ^  estoppel  * 
is  fully  recognised  and  daily  given 
effect  to  in  Scotch  practice,  as  it  must 
be  in  every  legal  system  deserving 
the  name.  The  reason  of  its  not 
having  found  expression  in  a  word  ex- 
clusively Scotch,  is  simply  that  from 
the  numerous  changes  in  our  forms 
of  process  and  other  causes,  the  art  of 
pleading  has  not  with  us  attained  the 


same  scientific  precision  as  elsewhere. 
Yet  the  word  *  estoppeV  is  often  made 
use  of  in  oral  debate ;  and  it  is  evident 
that  if  we  reject  it  in  a  legal  treatise, 
we  must  be  prepared  either  to  resort 
to  the  continual  use  of  inconvenient 
periphrases,  or  to  adopt  some  such 
word  as  '  barrel^^  for  which  I  know  of 
no  authority. 


2  M 
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with  them,  and  the  action  itself  was  in  fact  a  defence  against 
another  action  raised  by  the  defenders  against  the  association,  in 
which  they  had  chosen  to  call  it  by  its  office-bearers.    There  was 
thus  estoppel   both   by  contract  and   conduct.     In  Somervail  v. 
Edinburgh  Bible  Society ^  1830,  8  S.  370,  religious  associations  were 
found  entitled  to  sue  in  name  of  their  treasurer  or  secretary  for 
recovery  of  certain  legacies,  the   donor  having  bequeathed  the 
legacies  to  these  associations  in  their  descriptive  names,  and  de- 
clared the  discharge  of  their  officials   to   be   sufficient,  and  the 
defenders  being  the  representatives  of  the  donor  (a).     In  Gemml 
V.  Barclar/j  1830,  9  S.  33,  the  committee  of  an  unincorporated 
society  was  found  entitled  to  sue  two  of  its  members,  because  the 
committee  was  of  their  own  appointment,  and  they  had  already 
paid  instalments  to  account  of  the  sum  concluded  for  to  the  com- 
mittee.    The  case  of  Kerr  v.  Woody  1830,  8  S.  628,  may  also  be 
referred  to  as  illustrative  of  the  principle  here  under  consideration ; 
and  it  will  be  found  well  brought  out  in  Gillies  v.  Hunter j  1831,  9  S. 
257,  where  it  was  expressly  laid  down,  that  when  the  office-bearers 
of  a  society  unincorporated  have,  by  the  articles  thereof,  power  to 
sue,  they  must  set  forth  this  fact  in  the  libel,  coupled  with  the  other 
fact  that  the  defender  had  become  a  party  to  such  articles  (a). 
and  when  The  Same  doctrine  of  estoppel  will  be  found  to  explain  cases  in 

company  waa  *■  *■  * 

defender.  which  the  Company  was  defender.     In  Ross  v.  Lauder^  1831,  9  S. 

275,  the  committee  and  congregation  of  a  religious  association  were 
held  barred  from  pleading  the  common  law,  in  respect  that  they  had 
granted  the  bill  on  which  the  proceedings  took  place,  eo  nonme. 
In  the  Sea  Insurance  Co.  v.  Gaviriy  1827,  5  S.  348,  a  libel  and 
charge  was  sustained  against  the  manager  and  certain  individaai 
directors  as  representing  an  unincorporated  association,  in  respect 
the  policy  of  insurance  had  been  subscribed  by  the  defenders.  In 
Wood  v.  M^Cauly  1833,  12  S.  50,  a  member  of  an  unincorporated 
association  was  found  barred  from  objecting  to  the  title  of  the 
preses  and  treasurer  to  sue  him,  in  respect  that  he  had  at  a  former 
stage  of  the  case  passed  from  this  objection  on  receiving  a  payment 
of  expenses.  In  Richmond  v.  Grahamey  1847,  9  D.  633,  it  was  held 
that  a  committee  of  management  of  a  body  of  shareholders  could 
be  sued  for  performance  of  an  obligation,  without  calling  the  other 

(a)  See  also  Reid  v.  ^f^nr,  1833,  11  S.  606. 
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shareholders,  in  respect  that  they  had  bound  themselves  jointly  and 
severally  for  its  performance.  See  also  Ramsay  v.  Smailj  etc., 
1840,  2  D.  1336.  In  Sturrock  v.  Thorns^  1851,  13  D.  762,  the 
treasurer  of  a  joint-stock  company,  with  consent  of  the  committee 
of  management,  was  found  entitled  to  sue  a  shareholder  who  refused 
payment  of  a  call,  because  that  mode  of  suing  had  been  provided 
by  the  ar1;jcles  of  association,  and  the  shareholder  had  become  a 
party  to  them  (a). 

There  is,  indeed,  a  class  of  cases,  viz.  that  of  unincorporated  Cases  of  bank- 
banking  companies,  which  may  be  instanced  as  somewhat  militating 
against  the  proposition  that  unincorporated  associations  having  gain 
for  their  object  cannot,  except  in  virtue  of  the  principle  of  estoppel, 
sue  or  be  sued  in  the  name  of  officials ;  but  it  is  thought  that,  when 
properly  examined  into,  such  cases  will  not  be  found  to  bear  such  a 
construction.  It  may  be  at  once  conceded,  that  opinions  seemingly 
favourable  to  a  privilege  of  this  kind,  have  occasionally  been 
hazarded  from  the  bench,  and  that  instances  are  not  wanting  in 
which  it  was  apparently  exercised.  It  is  even  probable,  that  if  such 
instances  had  been  sufficiently  numerous  and  long  continued,  they 
might  ultimately  have  obtained  the  force  of  consuetudinary  law, 
thus  adding  another  to  the  recognised  modes  by  which  in  Scotland 
unincorporated  associations  may  appear  judicially.  But  it  must  be 
observed,  that  the  instances  in  question  were  either  cases  where  no 
objection  was  stated,  or  where,  if  repelled,  the  principle  of  estoppel 
can  be  plainly  traced  in  operation.  Indeed,  no  case  can  be  instanced 
in  which  the  competency  of  this  mode  of  procedure  was  made  the 
ratio  decidendi ;  and  in  the  later  cases  the  contrary  was  expressly 
laid  down.  So  that  it  seems  very  plain,  that  while  prior  to  1825  the 
practice  in  question  was  perhaps  coming  into  use,  it  was  checked 
before  it  had  obtained  a  permanent  standing  in  the  common  law. 

In  the  Commercial  Bank  v.  Pollock^  1828,  3  W.  and  S.  385,  the 
action  was  brought  not  in  name  of  the  cashier,  but  in  that  of  the 
bank  and  more  than  three  of  the  partners ;  and  Cabbell  v.  Brock, 
1828,  3  W.  and  S.  75,  is  an  instance  of  estoppel.     Both  actions 

(a)  It  need  hardly  be  observed,  that  but  in  such  cases,  the  instance  must 

a  company  may  always  authorize  an  run  in  the  company  name,  not  in  that 

individual  or  a  committee  of  indivi-  of  the  persons  entitled  to  act  on  its 

duals  to  sue  or  defend  for  its  interest ;  behalf. 
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were  ultimately  sustained ;  but  the  doubt  originally  expressed  by 
the  House  of  Lords,  at  the  first  hearing  in  1825,  was  not  whether  a 
banking  company  un incorporate  could  sue  or  be  sued  by  its  cashier, 
but  whether  an  unincorporated  association  could  do  so  in  its  descrip- 
tive name  and  those  of  certain  of  the  individual  partners.    In  con- 
sequence of  this  doubt,  the  Act  6  Geo.  iv.  c.  131  was  passed,  to 
enable  joint-stock  companies  with  transferable  shares  to  sue  and  be 
sued  in  name  of  their  managers  or  principal  officers,  on  conditioii 
of  their  complying  wdth  certain  provisions.     The  Act  was  limited 
to  twelve  months,  and  was  allowed  to  expire.     But  in  the  following 
year  (1826),  a  permanent  statute,  7  Geo.  iv.  c.  67,  was  enacted 
containing    similar  provisions,   but   limiting  their   application  to 
banking  companies.    Almost  all  unincorporated  banking  companies 
have  since  availed  themselves  of  this  statutory  privilege. 
They  do  not  Now  the  mere  fact  of  an  Act  having  been  passed  to  confer  this 

possess  tlio  o  * 

privikpfe  at        privilege,  affords  strong  presumptive  evidence  that  it  did  not  pre- 
viously  exist  at  common  law;    and,  accordingly,  no  case  can  be 
found  where  a  banking  company  was  allowed  to  sue  or  be  sued  by 
its  manager  or  officials  on  the  ground  of  privilege  or  right    In 
Low  V.  Bell,  1827,  2  W.  and  S.  579,  and  Low  v.  Duncan,  2  W. 
and  S.  583,  though  the  title  of  the  cashier  to  sue  was  sustained,  the 
defenders  had  barred  themselves  from  insisting  in  the  defence  of 
want  of  title,  by  having  transacted  directly  with  the  pursuer.    The 
case  of  Clarke  v.  Wilson,  1830,  8  S.  1025,  though  quoted  in  support 
of  this  supposed  privilege,  has  in  reality  no  application.     In  Cktynt 
V.  Little,  1828,  7  S.  110,  and  Drummond  v.  Holliday,  1831,  9  S. 
284,  the  title  of  the  bank  official  was  sustained  both  in  respect  of 
7  Geo.  IV.  c.  67,  and  of  estoppel  on  the  part  of  the  defenders ;  and 
in  any  subsequent  cases,  where  an  unincorporated  banking  companj 
has  been  aUowed  to  sue  or  be  sued  in  name  of  its  manager  or 
cashier,  the  defence  of  want  of  title  has  been  repelled,  either  in 
virtue  of  the  statute  or  on  the  ground  of  estoppel,  sometimes  on 
both  combined  (a). 

In  the  case  of  Scott  v.  Napier,  1827,  5  S.  393,  it  was  held  by 

(a)  Carruthers  v.   Johnston^  1828,  and  Motiklands  Ra,   Co,  v.  TeMfni. 

7  S.  38;  Thorns  v.  North  British  Bank,  1848,  11  D.  212 ;  North  Briii^  Bank 

1848,  10  D.  1264 ;  National  Ex.  Co.  v.  AUan,  1850,  12  D.  966. 
v.  Drew,  1848,  11  D.  179;  Glasgow 
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the  majority  of  the  judges,  that  an  unincorporated  banking  company 
could  not  at  common  law  be  sued  in  name  of  its  manager  or  other 
officer ;  and  in  Thorns  v.  North  British  Bank,  1848,  10  D.  1254, 
the  Lord  Ordinary  held,  that  at  common  law  such  associations 
could  not  sue  in  this  manner,  even  in  a  question  inter  socios.  It 
was  subsequently  held,  in  The  North  British  Bank  v.  Allany  1850, 
12  D.  966,  that  the  right  of  such  associations  to  sue  and  be  sued  at 
common  law  was  not  taken  away  by  the  7  Geo.  iv.  c.  67  ;  but  tjiis 
right  was  construed  to  mean  that  of  suing  and  being  sued  in  the 
descriptive  name,  with  joinder  of  at  least  three  partners.  It  would 
thus  appear  that  unincorporated  banking  companies  are  in  this 
respect  in  the  same  position  with  other  voluntary  associations,  wher- 
ever  they  are  not  privileged  by  some  statutory  enactment. 

Questions  of  this  kind  are  not  now  likely  to  occur ;  for  every  Existing  statu- 
joint-stock  banking  company  is,  in  terms  of  7  Geo.  iv.  c.  67,  bound 
to  make  an  annual  entry  at  the  Stamp  Office,  Edinburgh,  of  the 
name  of  the  society  or  company,  and  of  every  partner,  and  of  the 
name  and  abode  of  the  manager  or  other  officer  in  whose  name  the 
society  is  to  sue  and  be  sued,  under  a  penalty  of  £500  for  each 
week  it  carries  on  business  without  making  such  entry.  Moreover, 
since  the  passing  of  the  Companies  Act,  1862,  no  company  or  part- 
nership consisting  of  more  than  ten  persons  can  be  formed  for 
carrying  on  the  business  of  banking,  unless  it  is  registered  as  a 
company  under  that  Act,  or  is  formed  in  pursuance  of  some  other 
Act  of  Parliament,  or  of  letters  patent  (including,  of  course,  royal 
charter)  (a).  Companies  so  formed  sue  and  are  sued  in  their  de- 
scriptive name  like  proper  corporations  (h). 

It  may  be  observed,  that  when  companies  sue  or  are  sued  by 


(a)  The  Companies  Act,  1862,  s.  4. 

(6)  *  Friendly  societies'  were,  in  vir- 
tue of  various  Acts  of  Parliament, 
empowered  to  sue  and  be  sued  in  the 
names  of  th^ir  treasurers,  or  of  trustees 
in  whom  their  effects  are  vested.  But 
where  the  statutory  regulations  have 
not  been  complied  with,  they  are  held 
to  be  in  the  same  position  as  other 
unincorporated  associations. — Way  v. 
Kay,  etc,  1828,  6  S,  914. 

The  whole  of  these  Acts,  which  were 


very  numerous,  were  repealed  by  the 
consolidating  Act  of  1855,  18  and  19 
Vict.  c.  63,  the  19th  section  of  which 
provides  that  the  trustees  of  such 
societies  may  sue  and  be  sued  in  their 
own  names  as  trustees  for  the  societv. 
See  Amendment  Acts,  21  and  22  Vict, 
c.  101 ;  23  and  2-k  Vict.  c.  58.  In- 
dustrial and  provident  societies  formed 
under  the  25  and  26  Vict.  c.  87  (1862) 
are  corporations,  and  sue  and  are  sued 
as  such. 


Conrludinp: 
observulioiis 
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their  managing  official,  in  terms  of  7  Geo.  iv.  c.  67,  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  libel  the  Act,  as  it  is  a  public  statute  (a). 

Upon  the  whole,  then,  it  would  appear  that,  according  to  the 
law  of  Scotland,  unincorporated  associations,  established  for  the 
purposes  of  gain,  can  sue  and  be  sued  in  one  of  three  ways  only : 
1  sf.  In  the  name  of  all  the  partners  ;  2rf,  in  the  social  name  (when 
they  happen  to  possess  such)  by  which  they  sign  obligations ;  and 
ddy  in  their  descriptive  name,  with  joinder  of  at  least  three  partners. 
The  only  exceptions  to  this  rule  appear  to  be,  (1)  where  they  are 
privileged  by  some  enabling  statute,  and  (2)  where  the  prindple  of 
estoppel  precludes  the  opposite  party  from  pleading  the  common 
law. 
Prnr  tuai  niio.  From  motives  of  equity,  and  a  desire  to  do  substantial  jostice, 

the  tribunals  have,  it  would  seem,  often  given  effect  to  the  principle 
of  estoppel ;  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  by  the  prkctitioner,  that 
it  is  by  no  means  easy  to  ascertain  beforehand  in  what  cases  this 
j)rinciple  may  be  relied  on  as  a  means  of  avoiding  the  requirements 
of  the  common  law  ;  and  it  is  therefore  the  most  safe  and  pmdent 
course  to  proceed  in  one  or  other  of  the  recognised  modes  of  suing 
or  being  sued,  and  thus  avoid  unnecessary  litigation,  delay,  and 
expense. 
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Cases  where  It  has  already  been  stated,  that  there  are  cases  where  nrither 

sary.  of  the  two  compeudious  modes  of  suing  and  being  sued,  generally 

available  in  unincorporated  associations,  can  be  adopted;  but  where, 
as  in  England,  the  whole  partners  must  be  called  as  pursuers  or 
defenders.  The  most  common  instance  of  this  is  where  the  com- 
I)any  has  been  dissolved,  and  an  illiquid  company  debt  is  sought 
to  be  enforced  against  persons  who  were  formerly  its  partners. 
The  general  rule  in  such  circumstances  is,  that  the  action  must  be 
directed  against  all  the  surviving  partners,  and  against  the  repre- 
sentatives of  those  who  are  deceased  (6). 

(a)   Glasgow^   Airdrie^  and  Monk,  Munnoc\  1831,  9  S.  487.     See  ^^^ 

Ra.  Co.  V.  Tennent,  1848,  11  D.  212.  v.    Wood,   1880,   8  S.   366 ;  BtU  t. 

(6)  M'Tavish  v.  SaUoun,  1821,  20  WiUison,  1822,  1  S.  App.  220;  wbffr 

F.  C.  263  ;  Geddes  v.  Ilopkirk,  1827,  a  firm  had  been  diBsolved  and  recoo- 

5  S.  697,  and  6  S.  193:  Dewar  v.  stnicted  with  the  same  partners. 
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The  reason  of  this  will  be  found  in  the  principle  which  (as  Bcason  of 
already  explained)  has  given  rise  to  the  two  compendious  modes  of 
suing  and  being  sued.  The  law  of  Scotland  sees  in  an  unincor- 
porated association,  both  the  quasi  person  of  the  society,  and  the 
persons  of  the  individuals  composing  it.  Now  on  dissolution  the 
qium  person  is  lost,  and  nothing  remains  but  the  individual  mem- 
bers, who,  as  correi  debendiy  must  all  be  brought  into  the  field. 
Independently  of  this  technical  reason,  the  rule  is  based  on  con- 
siderations of  substantial  justice  ;  for,  as  was  observed  by  the 
Lord  Justice-Clerk  (Inglis)  in  the  late  case  of  Muir  v.  Collett  (a), 
'  when  there  are  correi  debendi,  and  one  of  them  only  is  called  into 
the  field  by  the  cpmmon  creditor,  he  is  manifestly  put  to  a  great 
disadvantage  ;  for  the  obligants,  whopi  the  pursuer  does  not  choose 
to  call,  may  very  possibly  have  a  good  defence  against  the  whole 
demand,  or  may  be  in  possession  of  a  discharge  of  the  whole  debt.' 

Yet  this  equitable  rule  will  not  be  interpreted  in  such  a  way  as  EquitAbie 
to  afford  cover  for  fraud  or  to  stay  the  course  of  justice.  Thus  the 
surviving  partner  of  a  company  was  held  barred  from  pleading  that 
the  representatives  of  a  deceased  partner  had  not  been  called,  by 
his  declina^ture  to  state  who  or  where  they  were  (b).  And  the 
Court  will  not  insist  on  calling  such  quondam  partners  as  are  not 
resident  within  the  kingdom  (c). 

When  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  call  the  company  in  this  Mode  of 
manner,  care  must  be  taken  to  libel  the  action  not  only  against  the  ^  ^^^' 
individual  partners,  but  also  against  the  quasi  person  of  the  com- 
pany itself  (d).  This  is  done  either  by  calling  first  the  company 
in  its  descriptive  or  other  name,  and  then  adding  the  names  of  the 
individual  partners;  or  else  by  calling  the  individual  members 
nominatimy  and  afterwards  stating  that  they  are  called  as  the 
partners  of  the  company,  giving  its  descriptive  or  other  name. 

When  an  unincorporated  company  sues  in  either  of  the  two  Prestimptiona 

in  Iftw 

ordinary  modes,  the  law  presumes  that  all  the  members  concur  in 

m 

(a)  1862,  24  D.  1122.  (c)  Muir  v.   CoUetty    1862,   24  D. 

(6)  M'Braire  v.  Uamiltans,  1826,  2  1119.     See  also  Price  v.  LogaUj  1862, 

W.  and  S.  66  ;  Gibson  v.  Smith,  1849,  24  D.  491. 

1 1  D.  1024 ;  Binnie  v.  Machray,  1848,  (J)  M'Tavish  v.  Lady  Saltoun,  1821, 

'  10  D.  1508.    The  same  equitable  prin-  20  F.  G.  268  ;  Reid  v.  Douglas,  1814, 

eiple  has  been  given  effect  to  in  Eng-  17  F.  C.  643. 
land.     See  Lindley,  p.  408. 
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the  action,  or  at  least  that  it  is  raised  with  the  approval  of  what  we 
have  before  seen  constitutes  the  will  of  the  company.  If,  there- 
fore, there  be  reason  to  believe  that  this  presumption  is  not  in 
accordance  with  tlie  fact,  and  that  a  portion  of  the  membership  is 
making  use  of  the  company  name  to  maintain  an  action,  without 
the  concurrence  or  against  the  will  of  the  company,  process  will  be 
sisted  until  all  the  others  sist  themselves  as  parties,  or  until  the 
objection  founded  on  tlieir  non-concurrence  has  been  removed  (a). 

^''=^'^>'^' •  To  obviate  questions  of  this  kind,  it  has  not  been  unusoal  in 

our  later  practice  to  raise  actions  in  the  name  of  the  company  and 
its  whole  partners  ;  and  the  practice  has  much  to  recommend  it  (b). 
In  general  it  is  desirable,  before  raising  an  action  in  the  company 
name,  to  call  a  meeting  of  all  the  partners,  and  obtain  their  autho- 
rity for  the  contemplated  procedure.  When  this  has  been  done,  it 
is  no  objection  that  a  minority  do  not  concur,  unless  very  good 
grounds  can  be  given  for  their  refusal  (c). 

Proco.inn  tiftor  After  a  companv  has  been  dissolved,  the  Quondam  partners  mav 
agree  among  themselves  to  appoint  one  or  more  persons,  by  the 
intervention  of  whom  they  may  sue  and  be  sued,  to  the  efifect  of 
winding  up  the  concern.  In  such  a  case  the  quondam  partners 
no  longer  stand  in  the  relation  of  socii  to  each  other,  bat  continue 
liable  in  certain  joint  obligations,  and  entitled  to  exercise  certain 
rights  in  virtue  of  the  former  existence  of  the  partnership  relation 
which  is  now  dissolved.  They  are  therefore  entitled  to  use  the 
privilege  which  the  common  law  concedes  to  them  as  individuals, 
to  nominate  a  commissioner  or  commissioners  to' sue  for  and  defend 
their  common  interests  (d). 

Somerviiie  v.  In  a  late  case,  it  seems  to  have  been  held  that  a  mutual  insur- 

ance association,  neither  incorporate  nor  entitled  to  the  benefits 
of  the  Friendly  Society  Acts,  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  a  trading 
association,  and  therefore  ^  not  in  law  a  separate  legal  person  in 
the  same  way  as  a  mercantile  or  trading  company.'  It  was  there- 
fore assumed,  that  when  such  an  association  was  sued,  the  plea 
could  not  be  taken  that  it  was  not  called  by  its  separate  person  as 

(a)  May  v.  Matthews,  1834,  13  S.  (&)  See  Shand*B  Fnc.  p.  184. 

94  ;  Shotts  Iron  Co.  v.  Hopkirk,  1828,  (c)  Shotts  Iron  Co.,  supra  ;  Wilst^ 

6  S.  399  ;  Aitchison  and  Co.  v.  Bum-  v.  Kippen,  1822,  1  S.  282. 
side's  Trs.,  1832, 10  S.  296 ;  Sclatery.  {d)  Jameson  v.  Watson,  1852,  14  D. 

riyjie,  1831,  9  S.  248.  1021. 
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well  as  in  the  names  of  individual  members ;  and  it  was  laid  down 
that  the  proper  mode  of  suing  such  an  association  was  to  call  all 
the  members ;  and  that  when,  from  their  number  or  fluctuating 
character,  this  was  impossible,  some  modification  of  the  rule  was 
required  to  prevent  a  denial  of  justice.  In  the  very  special  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  the  action  was  allowed  to  proceed  upon  its 
being  directed  against  aU  the  members  of  the  committee  of  manage- 
ment,  sixteen  in  number,  as  representatives  of  the  association  (a). 

When  some  of  the  partners  who  ought  to  have  been  called  as  Amendment  of 
pursuers  or  defenders  have  been  omitted,  the  mistake  may  generally 
be  rectified  by  an  amendment,  or  at  all  events  by  a  supplementary 
summons  (6)  ;  but  not  when  the  instance-  is  radically  defective  (c). 
When  the  sole  surviving  partner  of  a  company  raised  action  in 
his  own  name  for  what  turned  out  to  be  a  company  debt,  decree 
in  his  favour  was  granted,  on  a  disclaimer  of  all  interest  by  the 
heir  of  the  deceased  partner  being  produced  (d). 

As  a  general  rule,  decree  obtained  against  a  company  is  res  Resjudicma 

.     ,.  ,  1  •  1  1  1  1         •       against  latent 

judicata  agamst  a  latent  partner ;  it  would  seem,  however,  that  m  partner. 
special  cases  of  an  equitable  kind  this  rule  will  not  be  rigidly  en- 
forced (e). 

(a)  Somerville  v.  liowhotham,  1862,  (c)  Craig  v.  Fleming,  1838,  16  S. 

24  D.  1187.  488. 

(6)  Thomson  v.  Gilkison,  1830,  9  S.  (^0  M'Leod  v.  Langmuir,  1824, 3  S. 

27  ;  Johnston  v.  Duncan,  1824,  2  S.  270. 

632,  but  see  9  S.  520  ;  Inglis  v.  Lane,  (e)  Edin.  and  Leith   Ship.    Co.  v. 

1831,  9  S.  599.  Gillon,  1832,  10  S.  404. 
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CHAPTER    IV. 


HOW  CORPORATIONS  SUE  AND  ARE  SUED. 


( ommon  inw.  Prqper  Corporations  sue  and  are  sued  in  the  corporate  name 
conferred  upon  them  by  their  special  act,  charter,  or  re^stered 
memorandum  of  association.  It  is  not  necessary,  nor  indeed  proper, 
that  there  should  be  any  joinder  of  the  names  of  members  or  offi- 
cials, unless  this  is  specially  required  by  the  instrument  of  incor- 
poration (a).  The  possession  of  a  corporate  name  is  one  of  the 
naturalia  of  a  proper  corporation  ;  and  the  general  rule  of  law  is, 
that  without  dissolution  and  reconstruction  no  alteration  can  be 
made  upon  the  name  which  the  company  received  when  it  was 
brought  into  existence  as  a  corporation. 

Act  18g;j.  It  is,  however,  enacted  by  the  Companies  Clauses  Act,  1863, 

26  and  27  Vict.  c.  118,  part  iv.,  that  where,  by  any  special  act 
subsequently  passed  and  incorporating  that  part  of  the  Act,  the 
name  of  any  company  previously  or  subsequently  incorporated  is 
changed,  such  change  shall  be  valid  and  effectual  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  and  shall  not  abate  actions  then  pending,  or  affect  deeds 
or  contracts  previously  made.     Companies  incorporated  under  the 

Act  18(;2.  Act  of  1862,  are  by  sec.  13  of  that  Act  entitled,  with  the  sanction 

of  a  special  resolution  and  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  to 
change  their  names,  the  registrar  entering  the  new  name  and  issu- 
ing a  certificate  of  incorporation  altered  accordingly. 

Act  1843.  In  the  case  of  companies  formed  under  the  Company  Clauses 

Consolidation  (Scotland)  Act,  1845,  judicial  writs,  such  as  sum- 

(a)  Whitehaven    and  Furness  Ra.  compared  with   Bow  v.     Patrons  of 

Co,,  1848,  10  D.  1127.    See  Erak.  i.  7,  Cowan's  Hospital,  1826,  4  S,  280.    S<«? 

64;  Bankt.  i.  2,  27;  Fishery.  Hep-  Trinity  House  v.  Magistrates  o/ Edin- 

hum  and  Syme,   1827,  6  S.  216,   as  burgh,  1829,  7  S.  374. 
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monsesj  demands,  or  notices,  requiring  authentication,  must  be 
under  the  common  seal  of  the  corporation,  or  else  must  be  signed 
by  two  of  its  directors,  or  by  its  treasurer  or  secretary  (sec.  141). 

Companies  incorporated  under  the  Companies  Act,  1862,  sue  Act  1862. 
and  are  sued  in  the  name  contained  in  the  first  article  of  their 
registered  Memorandums  of  Association  (sees.  8,  9, 10,  11,  12,  and 
13,  compared  with  sec.  18);  and  any  summons,  notice,  order,  or  pro- 
ceeding, requiring  authentication  by  the  company,  must  be  either 
under  the  common  seal,  or  else  signed  by  a  director,  secretary,  or 
other  authorized  officer  of  the  company  (sec.  64). 

In  the  case  of  unregistered  companies  brought  under  the 
operation  of  the  Act  1862  for  the  purpose  of  winding  up,  if  the 
company  has  no  power  to  sue  or  be  sued  in  a  common  name,  the 
official  liquidator  or  liquidators  may,  in  his  or  their  official  name 
or  names,  or  in  such  name  or  names  as  the  Court  making  order 
for  the  winding  up  may  direct,  bring  or  defend  any  actions,  suits,  or 
other  legal  proceedings  relating  to  the  property  vested  in  him  or 
them  as  liquidators,  or  any  actions,  suits,  or  other  legal  proceedings 
necessary  to  be  brought  or  defended  for  the  purpose  of  winding  up 
the  company  and  recovering  the  property  thereof  (sec.  203). 

Companies  formed  under  the  Letters  Patent  Acts  are  not  proper  Letters  Pateut 
corporations,  though  they  may  be  possessed  of  some  of  the  privi- 
leges peculiar  to  such  associations.  They  cannot  therefore  sue  or 
be  sued  in  a  corporate  name,  but  appear  judicially  in  the  names  of 
two  or  more  officers  specially  appointed  in  their  contracts  of  associa- 
tion for  this  purpose  (7  Gul.  iv.  and  1  Vict.  c.  73,  ss.  2  and  5). 

FOREIQK  COMPANIES. 

It  appears  to  be  a  settled  principle  of  international  law,  that  Genemi  rules 
associations  duly  incorporated  or  formed  into  societies  for  trading  ^^^  ^^' 
purposes  according  to  the  laws  of  the  countiy  to  which  they  belong, 
may  validly  make  contracts  in  other  countries,  and  may  sue  or  be 
sued  in  any  country  within  the  jurisdiction  of  whose  courts  they 
happen  to  come  (a).     Whether  they  are  so  formed  or  incorporated 

(a)  See,  as  to  this,  Story's  Conflict  2  Kent's  Com.  284  seq. ;  Dutch  West 
of  Laws,  B.  565 ;  Bank  of  Augusta  v.  India  Co.  v.  Moses^  1  Stra.  611; 
EarU,   13   Pet.   519,   13   Cnrt.   277,      South    Carolina    Bank    r.    Case,    8 
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in  their  own  countries  is  a  question  of  fact,  the  onus  of  proving 
which  lies  on  the  pursuer  (a).  It  must  be  observed,  however,  that 
the  tribunals  will  not  take  notice  of  a  foreign  government  not 
recognised  by  the  government  of  the  country  from  which  thej 
derive  their  jurisdiction  {h). 

To  avoid  the  embarrassments  that  often  arise  when  it  is  necessary 
for  companies  to  sue  or  be  sued  before  foreign  tribunals,  conventions 
are  sometimes  entered  into  between  friendly  states.  The  most 
important  of  these,  in  so  far  as  this  country  is  concerned,  is  that 
entered  into  between  her  present  Majesty  and  the  Emperor  of  the 
French.  It  was  signed  at  Paris,  April  30,  1862 ;  and  ratifications 
were  exchanged  at  that  capital,  May  15,  in  the  same  year.  It 
provides  that  all  companies,  and  other  associations,  commercial, 
industrial,  or  financial,  constituted  and  authorized  in  conformity 
with  the  laws  in  force  in  Great  Britain  or  France,  shall  have  the 
power  of  exercising  all  their  rights,  and  of  appearing  before  the 
tribunals,  whether  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  action  or  for  defend- 
ing the  same,  throughout  the  dominions  and  possessions  of  either 
power,  subject  to  the  sole  condition  of  conforming  to  the  laws  of 
such  dominions  and  possessions.  And  it  declares  that  these  provi- 
sions are  equally  applicable  to  companies  formed  before  as  to  those 
formed  after  its  date.  A  similar  convention  exists  between  Great 
Britain  and  Belgium,  also  signed  and  ratified  the  same  year  (c), 

B.   and  C.   427  ;    Sudlow    v.    Dutch  D.  62,  1858,  3  Macq.  99  ;  Hamilton  v. 

IVienish  Ra.  Co.,  21  Beav.  43  ;  Chanter  Ihitch  Eaat  India  Co,,  1731,  M.  4M8, 

and  Co,   v.  Borthwick,  1848,  10  D.  (1732)  1  Pat.  App.  69. 

1544 ;  Maclaren  v.  Stainton,  IG  Beav.  (a)  Dutch  East  India  Co.  v.  Van 

279,  5  H.  of  L.  Ca.  416 ;   Edinburgh  Mayers,  Str.  612 ;  Bank  of  St  CharUs 

and   Glasgow  Bank  v.   Ewan,  1852,  v.  De  Bemales,  1  Gar.  and  Pa.  569; 

14   D.    547;    Lewis  v.    Baldivin,   11  Ilenriques  r,  Dutch  West  India  Co,^  2 

Beav.  153  ;  Ritchie  and  MacCormick  Ijord  Raymond  1532. 

V.   Eraser,  1852,  15  D.   205;  jMac-  (h)  City  of  Berne  v.  Banko/ERg- 

kenzie  v.  Sligo  and  Shannon  Ra.  Co.,  land,  9  Ves.  347. 

9  C.   B.   250;    Wetland  Ra,   Co.  v.  (c)  London  Gazette^  9  Dec.  1862, 

Blake,  6  H.  and  N.  410 ;  Lindsay  v.  pp.  62-66. 

London  and  N.-W.  Ra.  Co.,  1855,  18 
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JURISDICTION. 


In  all  qaestions  affecting  private  partnerships,  companies,  or  corpo-  General  ruieB, 
rations,  the  general  rule  is,  that  the  ordinary  tribunals  have  juris- 
diction in  the  same  way  as  in  the  case  of  individuals.  To  this  rule, 
however,  some  exceptions  have  been  introduced  by  the  force  of 
statute ;  and  even  when  the  ordinary  principles  of  law  apply,  their 
operation  sometimes  presents  peculiarities  consequent  on  the  person 
or  qtuzsi  person  of  the  association  being  not  an  individual,  but  an 
aggregation  of  individuals. 

tDompanies,  like  individuals,  are  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Domicile. 
Supreme  Court  of  Scotland,  in  whatever  part  of  the  country  their 
places  of  business  may  be  situated ;  but  they  are  also  subject  to  the 
ordinary  provincial  or  local  tribunals  having  jurisdiction  in  the  parti- 
cular localities  where  their  principal  place  of  business  is  situated ; 
and  it  would  seem  that  if  they  have  several  places  of  business  situ- 
ated in  different  localities,  they  are,  like  individuals  having  more 
domiciles  than  one,  liable  to  the  respective  jurisdictions  of  all  (a). 
It  has  been  expressly  decided,  that  the  domicile  of  a  railway  com- 
pany is  not  confined  to  the  locus  of  the  principal  ofEce,  but  exists 
wherever  the  company  have  stations  for  trafBc  (b). 

When  an  unregistered  company  is  registered  under  the  Act  of  Act  18C2. 
1862  for  the  purpose  of  being  wound  up,  in  order  to  determine 
what  court  has  jurisdiction  for  this  purpose,  regard  must  be  had  to 
the  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  in  which  its  principal  place  of 
business  is  situated.     If  it  has  a  principal  place  of  business  in  more 

(a)  SpotHswood  v.  Morrison^  1701,  (6)  Aberdeen  Ra,   Co,  v.  Ferrier, 

M.  4790 ;   Young  v.  Livingston,  1860,      1854,  16  D.  422 ;  Stewart  v.  Scottish 
22  D.  983.  Midland  Ra.  Co.,  1852,  14  D.  594. 
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than  one  part  of  the  kingdom,  proceedings  may  be  taken  in  any 
of  the  Supreme  Courts  within  whose  jurisdiction  such  offices  are 
situated  (a). 
Constitution  Jurisdiction  may  be  created  against  companies,  whether  corpo- 

of  jurisdiction  ^  .  ^i  ^  x''7'^'»j--f:i 

apiiust  foreign  rate  or  uumcorporate,  by  arrestment  ^un«aichonw/unaanrfcp  caxua. 

coini).imes.  ^pj^^  arrestment  may  be  laid  on  any  moveables  or  personalty  form- 
ing part  of  the  company  property  (6),  or  on  any  debts  resting 
owing  directly  to  the  company.  And  this  also  applies  to  profits 
of  joint-stock  due  the  concern  by  another  company.  The  debts  or 
property  must,  however,  be  those  of  the  company,  so  that  it  would 
not  be  sufficient  to  arrest  what  formed  the  separate  estate  of  the 
partners,  even  though,  as  in  unincorporated  associations,  that  might 
ultimately  be  found  liable  for  the  company  obligations  (c).  The 
jurisdiction  so  founded  is  good  both  for  petitions  and  declaratory 
conclusions ;  but  it  is  still  a  question  whether  it  extends  beyond  the 
value  of  the  goods  arrested,  though  an  opinion  to  that  effect  has 
been  given  (c?).  Arrestment  of  the  share  of  a  foreign  partner  in 
the  funds  of  a  Scotch  company  was  held  to  create  jurisdiction 
against  him,  though  he  alleged  and  offered  to  prove  that  he  had  no 
claim  on  the  company  funds  («).  The  decision,  however,  proceeded 
on  specialties,  and  would  perhaps  deserve  reconsideration.  Arrest- 
ment of  a  ship  will  found  jurisdiction  against  any  of  the  registered 
co-owners  (/). 

What  super-  If  a  debt  or  claim  has  beei;^  already  constituted  or  otherwise 

.sodes  the  use  ^  ^ 

of  arrestment,  rendered  liquid  against  a  foreign  company,  as  by  bill  or  docqueted 
account,  any  one  of  the  partners  coming  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Scottish  courts  may  be  proceeded  against  for  payment  {g). 

(a)  26  and  26  Vict.  c.  89,  s.  199.  v.  LxddeU  and  Reid,  1815,  18  F.  C. 

(&)  Lindsay  v.  London  and  N,'W.  202. 
Ra,  Co.,  1855,  18  D.  62,  aff.   1858,  (d)  Lindsay  v.  London  and  K,'\V, 

20  D.  (H.  of  L.)  4,  80  Jur.  336,  3  Ra,  Co,,  supra,  and  1860,  22  D.  571. 
Maoq.  99 ;  Parken  v.  Royal  Ex.  Co.,  (c)  Douglas  v.  Jones,  1831,  9  S.  856. 

1846,  8  D.  365;  Gray  and  lUidge  v.  (/)  Gibson  v.  Smitk,  1849,  11  D. 

PohiU,  1847,  9  D.  1146.    This  waa  an  1024. 

arrestment  of  depoeita  on  shares.     See         (g)  APTavish  v.  Salloun,  1821,  21 

Anderson  and  Child  v.  Wood,  1809,  F.  0.  268 ;  Fyffe  v.  Fergusson^  1838, 

Hume  268 ;   Hamilton  v.  Dutch  East  16  S.   1038,  aff.  1841,  2  Rob.  App. 

India  Co.,  1731,  M.  4648, 1  Pat.  App.  267;  ThomsonY.  Liddelland  Co.,  1812, 

69.  16  F.  C.  721 ;  Galloway  v.   Liddell, 

(c)  See  Duffus  and  Others  v.  Mackay  1815,  18  F.  C.  202.    See  Ritchie  and 

and  Others,  1857, 19  D.  430;  Galloway  M'Cormick  v.  Fraser,  1852, 15  D.  205. 
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Unless  the  concern  has  been  dissolved,  the  partner  of  a  foreign  com- 
pany cannot  in  general  be  proceeded  against  in  this  country  when 
the  debt  has  not  been  already  constituted  against  the  company  (a). 
The  right  of  retention,  so  far  as  it  goes,  will  in  some  cases  found 
jurisdiction  against  a  foreign  company  (b)j  and  no  arrestment  ad 
fund,  juris,  is  necessary  when  reconvention  applies  (c).  A  multiple- 
poinding  also  supersedes  the  necessity  of  such  an  arrestment  (d). 
In  all  such  cases  the  debtor  is  already  subject  to  the  jurisdiction,  by 
reason  of  his  property  being  theoretically  in  manibus  curice.  Foreign 
companies  entering  into  contracts  by  means  of  agents  in  Scotland, 
render  themselves  liable  through  their  agents  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Scottish  courts  in  all  matters  relating  to  such  contracts  (e) ; 
and  an  agent  ordering  furnishings  for  a  foreign  company  renders 
himself  personally  liable  for  the  price  (/).  Foreign  companies 
having  branch  establishments  in  this  country  are  capable  of  being 
sued  in  the  Scottish  courts  (g).  A  Scotch  company  carrying  on 
its  manufactures  in  Scotland,  but  having  offices  and  personal  pro- 
perty in  England,  where  it  is  represented  by  agents  or  managers, 
may  be  sued  in  the  English  courts  (h). 

As  a  general  rule  it  may  be  laid  down,  that  contracts  having  jurisdiction 
for  their  subject-matter  real  property  situated  in  one  country  cannot  traSus.^^^ 
be  sued  on  before  the  courts  of  another.  The  only  exception  would 
seem  to  be,  where  the  contract  creates  a  personal  obligation  which, 
though  it  has  a  connection  with  real  property,  may  be  fulfilled  in 
the  country  where  the  contracting  parties  happen  to  be  (i).  Con- 
tracts relating  to  personal  rights  having,  properly  speaking,  no 
locality,  may  generally  be  sued  on  before  any  competent  tribunal 
under  whose  jurisdiction  the  parties  happen  to  come  (k). 

(a)  Reid  and  Maccall  v.  Douglas,  7  S.  824  ;   Millar  v.  Mitchell,  1860, 

1814,  17  F.  C.  643.  22  D.  833.     1  BelFs  Com  494. 

(6)  Amott  V.  Stewart,  1843,  6  D.  (g)  Bishop  v.  Mersey  and  Clyde  Co., 

715.  1880, 8  S.  558.   See  Wemyss  v.  Austral. 

(c)  Black  and  Knox  v.  Ellis  and  Co.  of  Edinr.,  1856,  19  D.  122. 
Sons,  1805,  13  F.  C.  473.     M.  App.  (A)  CarronCo.Y.Maclaren,l^Be8i,Y. 
V.  Foreign,  7.  279,  5  H.  of  L.  Ca.  449. 

(d)  Miller  v.  Ure,  1838, 16  S.  1204.  (i)  Findlater  v.  Dunmore  and  Co., 

(e)  St  Patrick  Assurance  Co.  v.  1809,  16  F.  C.  129  ;  Norris  v.  Cham- 
Brehner,  1829, 8  S.  51 ;  Mills  v.  AWion  hres,  29  Beav.  246,  aff.  7  E.  Jur.  N. 
Insur.  Co.,  1826,  4  S.  575,  3  W.  and  S.  689  ;  Hunter  v.  Stewart,  31  Law 
S.  233.  Jour.  (Ch.)  346. 

(/)  Burgess  v.  Buck  and  Co.,  1829,  {k)  2  Kent's  Com.  285,  note. 
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('••Titnirts  ro- 
latiup  to  per- 
boiialtj. 


Sisting  of  pro- 
cess becautKj  of 
fitn'ip:n  pro- 
ceedings. 


The  validity  and  construction  of  the  contract  fall  in  general 
to  be  determined  according  to  the  law  of  the  country  where  it 
is  entered  into ;  but  where  it  is  expressly  or  tacitly  agreed  to  be 
implemented  in  some  other  place,  it  will  be  interpreted  according 
to  the  law  of  the  place  of  performance  (a).     Sales  of  goods  or  per- 
sonal chattels,  which  are  valid  according  to  the  lex  loci  contracim^ 
will  be  held  binding  in  this  country  (6).     It  is  not  to  be  denied, 
however,  that  much  obscurity  hangs  over  this  branch  of  interna- 
tional law,  and  that  much  difficulty  will  often  be  found  in  applying 
the  rules  above  enunciated.     Mr  Burge  sums  up  the  matter  thas : 
^  It  may  be  stated  generally,  that  with  respect  to  contracts  of  which 
moveable  property  is  the  subject,  the  law  of  the  place  in  which  the 
contract  is  made  will  in  some  respects  exclusively  prevail,  although 
the  contract  is  to  be  performed  in  another;   and   that  in  those 
respects  in  which  it  does  not  prevail,  the  law  of  the  place  where  the 
contract  is  to  be  performed  must  be  adopted.     But  this  conclusion 
is  subject  to  some  qualifications  and  exceptions'  (c).     The  tribunals 
of  this  country  will  not  give  effect  to  contracts  repugnant  to  the 
fundamental  principles  of  their  own  law,  or  contrary  to  religion  or 
morality  (J). 

When  an  action  is  raised  between  two  parties,  one  a  foreigner, 
but  both  plainly  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Scottish  courts,  the 
action  will  not  necessarily  be  sisted  on  the  ground  that  proceedings 
are  about  to  be  taken  in  a  foreign  court  where  the  question  may  be 
more  conveniently  tried  {e).  The  English  courts  in  similar  cir- 
cumstances refused  to  stay  an  action  raised  against  a  foreigner,  on 
the  ground  that  the  plaintiff  had  already  taken  proceedings  against 
the  foreigner  in  his  own  country  in  relation  to  the  same  matter,  and 
that  these  were  then  in  dependence  (/).  Where,  however,  the 
Court  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  for  the  ends  of  justice  to  do  so,  they 
will  sist  procedure  till  the  issue  of  the  foreign  litigation  (g).    In  an 

(a)  Story,  Conflict  of  Laws,  bb.  280,  (c)  3  Burgees  Com.  on  CoL  and  For. 

281,  808-314;  2  Kent's  Com.,  pp.  393,      Law,  p.  778. 
394  ;  Chitty  on  Contracts,  pp.  88-91.  (d)  Fenton  v.  Livingstone,  1859.  3 


Robinson  v.  Bland,  2  Bur.  R.  1077; 
Royal  Bank  of  Scotland  v.  Scott,  Smith, 
and  Co.,  1813,  17  F.  C.  90 ;  Rickman 
v.  Parry  and  Alaclachlan,  1827,  6  S. 
G63  ;  2  BeU's  Com.  690. 
(h)  Cammell  v.  Si  well,  5 IL  and  N.  728. 


Macq.  497,  reversing  18  D.  865. 

(e)  Carron  Co,  v.  Stainton,  1857  JV 
D.  318. 

(/)  Coxy.  MitcheU,  7  C.  B.  X. S. h>. 

(jg)  Cochrane  v.  Paul,  1857,  20  V 
178. 
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action  by  a  Scotch  party  against  persons  in  Scotland  as  partners  of 
an  English  company  whose  affairs  had,  under  the  Winding-up  Acts, 
been  placed  under  the  administration  of  a  Master  in  Chancery,  it 
was  held  that  the  action  must  be  sisted  till  the  pursuer^s  claim  was 
disposed  of  by  the  Master  (a).  The  Lords  Justices  of  England 
having  refused  to  direct  transfers  by  a  curator  bonis  of  shares  of  an 
English  company  belonging  to  their  ward,  in  respect  there  was  no 
suggestion  from  the  Scotch  courts  as  to  realizing  the  shares,  the 
Court  of  Session  authorized  the  curator  to  sell  the  shares,  and  invest 
the  proceeds  on  Scotch  heritable  security  (b).  See,  as  to  conflict  of 
jurisdiction,  the  cases  noted  below  (c). 

Res  judicata  by  a  foreign  tribunal  will  generally  form  a  bar  to  Res  judicata. 
an  action  brought  in  this  country  for  opening  up  a  judgment  be- 
tween the  same  parties,  and  relating  to  the  same  cause  of  action  ; 
but  it  must  be  shown  that  the  foreign  judgment  is  final  and  con- 
clusive according  to  the  law  of  the  foreign  jurisdiction  (d), 

STATUTORY  TRIBUNALS  (e). 

When  special  privileges  and  aggressive  powers  have  been  con-  Nature  and 
f  erred  on  a  company  by  Act  of  Parliament,  it  has  been  usual  to  jurisdiction. 
create  or  designate  special  tribunals  for  regulating  the  exercise  of 
these  powers  and  privileges,  and  for  assessing  compensation  to  such 
persons  as  have  had  their  lands  taken  or  their  common  law  rights 
interfered  with  by  the  operation  of  those  exceptional  pieces  of 
legislation.  Several  provisions  of  this  kind  are  to  be  found  in  the 
Companies  Clauses  and  the  Railway  Clauses  Consolidation  Acts, 
as  well  as  in  many  special  acts  obtained  before  these  general 
statutes  had  been  passed.     Such  provisions  have  often  given  rise 

(a)  Edin.  and  Glas.  Bank  v.  Ewan^  11  ;  Hamilton  v.  Dutch  East  Ind.  Co., 
1852,  14  D.  547.  1731,  M.  4548, 1  Pat.  App.  69 ;  Frayes 

(b)  Mathieson,  1857,  19  D.  917.  v.  Wonns,  10  C.  B.  N.  S.  149.    See 

(c)  M'Cuhhin  v.  Venning,  1859,  22  Chitty  on  Contracts  703-705.  See, 
D.  164  ;  Carron  Co.  v.  Stainton,  1857,  as  to  allegations  that  the  foreign  judg- 
19  D.  3 1 8.  ment  is  contrary  to  justice,  or  erroneous 

(d)  Wilson  v.  Brunton,  1758,  2  Pat.  in  fact  and  law,  De  Cosse  Brissac  v. 
App.  11,  reversing  M.  4549  ;  White-  Rathhone,  6  H.  and  N.  801. 

head  v.  Thompson,  1861,  23  D.  772 ;  (e)  See,  upon  this  subject  generally, 

Chanter  v.  Borthwick,    1848,   10  D.      Ersk.  i.  2  ;  Stair  ii.  3 ;  Karnes'  Equity 
1644  ;  Boe  v.  Anderson,  1857,  20  D.      480,  490 ;  Robs'  I^ectures  i.  279. 
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to  questions   of   no  little  difficulty  and  importance:   e^^  What 
are  the  extent  and  limits  of  the  jurisdiction  so  created! — how  far 
it  is  exclusive?     In  what  cases  the  judgments   of  such  special 
tribunals  are  final,  and  to  what  extent  and  in  what  circumstances 
they  are  subject  to  review?     The  reported  decisions  upon  such 
matters   are  sufficiently  numerous,  both  in  this   country  and  in 
England ;  but  though  they  will  be  found  to  contain  general  prin- 
ciples of  great  value,  it  can  hardly  be  said  that  the  subject  has 
been  exhausted,  or  that  any  set  of  rules  has  yet  been  elaborated 
which  can  be  confidently  relied  on  as  decisive  of  every  question  that 
may  arise  in  practice.     This  is  partly  attributable  to  the  fact  that 
the  phraseology  employed  by  the  Legislature  presents  considerable 
variety,  and  is  not  always  characterized  by  technical  accuracy ;  and 
partly  to  the  circumstance  that  the  Supreme  Courts,  in  their  anxiety 
to  do  substantial  justice,  have  not  always  been  very  consistent  in 
their  interpretation  of  the  statutory  words.     The  following,  how- 
ever, is  submitted  as  the  general  import  of  the  decided  cases : — 
When  statu-  When  a  new  civil  jurisdiction  is  created  by  statute,  with  a 

have  exclusive  powcr  of  judging  in  Special  matters,  the  jurisdiction  of  the  tribunal 
J  ic  ion.  formerly  competent  to  that  species  of  causes  is  not  thereby  held  to 
be  ousted,  unless  the  statute  expressly  declares  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  new  court  to  be  exclusive  (a).  But  the  case  is  different  where 
the  subject-matter  of  the  causes  intended  to  be  dealt  with  by  the 
new  jurisdiction  is  purely  the  creation  of  the  statute,  and  could 
not,  except  for  the  interference  of  the  Legislature,  have  had  any 
existence.  Here  the  statutory  tribunals  seem  to  have  excluave 
jurisdiction  (6).  Thus,  the  compensation  due  to  persons  whose 
lands  are  taken  for  the  construction  of  railways  in  virtue  of  and 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  special  act,  can  only  be 
assessed  by  the  special  tribunals  which  the  Legislature  has  appointed 
for  that  purpose  (c). 
No  encroAch-  On  the  Other  hand,  no  encroachment  on  the  jurisdiction  of  the 

orddnaA   *      Ordinary  tribunals  is  to  be  presumed ;  but  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
infemid.^  ^^^  Statutory  tribunals  is  limited  to  the  purposes  and  sphere  of 

(a)  Erek.  i.  2,  7  ;  Stair  ii.  8,  82.      Edinburgh,  Perthy  and  Dundee  Ra,  Co.. 
Bremner  v.  Huntly  Friendly  Society^      1850,  22  Jur.  673. 

1817, 19  F.  C.  416.  (c)  See  cases  in  note  (a),  p.  601. 

(b)  Ersk.,    supra;    Stair,    supra; 
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operations  specified  by  the  statute.  Hence  it  follows,  that  com- 
pensation cannot  be  obtained  before  the  statutory  tribunals  for 
damage  caused  by  railway  companies  in  the  completion  of  their 
lines,  when  such  damage  has  not  been  caused  by  acts  done  in 
virtue  of  and  in  conformity  with  their  statutory  powers.  Such 
proceedings,  if  illegal,  must  be  remedied  by  having  recourse  to  the 
ordinary  courts  (a) ;  and  if  not  illegal,  as  sometimes  happens,  found 
no  claim  for  compensation  in  any  court  (b). 

When  the  Legislature  gives  a  new  special  jurisdiction  to  an  Existing 
existing  tribunal,  this  does  not  in  anywise  affect  its  common  law  receiving 
jurisdiction,  which  remains  intact  in  all  matters  not  specially  regu-  jurifidiction. 
lated  by  the  statute  (c). 

Even  where  special  tribunals  have  been  created  with  exclusive  Exciusire 
jurisdiction  for  dealing  with  claims  arising  in  consequence  of  the  of  statutory 

courts  TTiRv  \}G 

exercise  of  special  statutory  powers,  the  parties  may,  by  converting  got  over. 
the  statutory  claims  into  matter  of  agreement,  bring  themselves 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  ordinary  courts  (d). 

All  new  statutory  jurisdictions  are  presumed  to  be  subordinate,  Benew  of 
and  therefore  subject  to  the  review  of  the  Supreme  Courts,  unless  courTwhen 
the  contrary  is  so  expressed  by  the'  Legislature  as  to  exclude  all 
doubt  (e).  The  mere  use  of  words  expressing  finality  will  not 
exclude  review,  but  will  be  held  to  mean  that  the  statutory  tribunal 
has  power  to  exhaust  the  cause  in  the  first  instance;  and  the  specific 
exclusion  of  one  mode  of  review  will  not  be  held  to  imply  the 
exclusion  of  others  (/).  If,  however,  the  statutory  words  admit  of 
no  other  interpretation,  all  review  will  be  excluded  (g). 

But  however  express  may  be  the  statutory  provisions  excluding  Eeview  always 
review,  they  will  not  be  interpreted  to  exclude  the  intervention  of  when  ther«  is 
the  Supreme  Court  when  the  statutory  tribunal  has  exceeded  its  jmisdiotion. 


(a)  Goldie  v.  Oswald,  1814,2  Dow  634; 
Shand  v.  Henderson,  1814,  2  Dow  519 ; 
Burnet  v.  Knowles,  1815,  8  Dow  280. 

(b)  See  cases  in  note  (6),  p.  501. 

(c)  Edin,  and  Glasgow  Ra.  Co.  v. 
Cadder  Road  Trs.y  1842,  5  D.  218. 

(^d)  Hutchison  v.  Edin,  and  Glasgow 
Ra.  Co.,  1848,  10  D.  760. 

(je)  Ersk.  i.  2,  7. 

(/)  GuOirie  v.  Cowan,  1807,  14  F. 
C-  43,  M.  App.  Juris.  17  ;  Anderson  v. 


CampbeU,  1811,  16  F.  C.  207;  Key 
V.  Stirling,  etc.,  1830,  9  S.  167;  Sim  y. 
Hodgert,  1831, 9  S.  507;  MacLoughlan 
V.  Evans,  1859,  21  D.  532,  aff.  1861, 
23  D.  (H.  of  L.)  1,  4  Macq.  89. 

(g)  Chivas  v.  Duke  of  Gordon,  1804, 
13  F.  C.  398,  M.  App.  Juris.  12;  Lang 
V.  Craig,  1833,  US.  424;  Lindsay  v. 
Orr,  1831,  9  S.  426 ;  Tay  Ferry  Trs. 
V.  Stewart  and  Merchant,  1824,  2  S. 
550-1  and  622. 
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Court  of 
Session  may 
interpret  the 
statute  prima 
instaniicL 


powers,  or  plainly  travelled  out  of  its  jurisdiction  (a).  Where  the 
question  of  competency  and  the  merits  are  mixed  up  together,  the 
Court  will  interfere  (Jb) ;  and  where  the  proceedings  of  the  statu- 
tory tribunal  have  been  so  irregular  as  to  amount  to  a  violation  of 
the  provisions  of  the  Act,  the  Court  may  order  them  to  be  begun 
and  proceeded  with  de  novo  (c). 

When  a  question  is  raised  as  to  what  claims  are  authorized  to 
be  made  for  compensation  under  an  Act,  it  may  be  determined 
prima  matantia  by  the  Court  of  Session  (d). 


DECLINATURE  OF  JUDGE. 


Rules 
regarding. 


When  a  judge  is  interested  as  a  partner  or  shareholder  in  a 
mercantile  partnership  or  company,  it  is  a  good  ground  of  declina- 
ture (<?) ;  but  where  the  grounds  of  declinature  apply  to  so  many 
judges,  that,  were  they  to  be  sustained,  the  cause  could  not  be 
decided,  the  declinator  will  be  repelled  ex  necessitate  (/).    It  has, 
moreover,  long  been  fixed,  that  a  judge  may  deliberate  and  vote  in 
a  cause  affecting  a  corporation  in  which  he  holds  stock  {g).    By 
Act  of  Sederunt  1st  Feb.  1820,  it  was  declared  that  the  fact  of  a 
judge  holding  shares  or  stock  in  a  chartered  bank  is  no  ground  of 
disqualification  ;    and  the  principle  of  this  Act  has  been  held  \q 
apply  where  a  near  relation  of  a  judge  holds  shares  in  other  char- 
tered companies  (A). 


(a)  Fraser  v.  Burnet^  1806,  Hume 
256  ;  Grant  v.  Gordon,  1833,  12  S. 
167;  Brown  v.  Heritors  of  Kilherry^ 
1825,  3  S.  334,  1826,  4  S.  176,  afif, 
1829,  3  W.  S.  441 ;  Tennant  v.  Turner, 
1837,  16  S.  192;  Graham  v.  Cakd. 
Ba.  Co.,  1848,  10  D.  495 ;  Edin.  and 
Glas,  Ba,  Co.  v.  Cadder  Boad  Trs., 
1842,  5  D.  218.  See  Scott  v.  Ander- 
son, 1832,  10  S.  760  ;  Brown  v.  Bick- 
mondand  Co.,  1833, 11 S.  407;  Guthrie 
v.  Millar,  1827,  5  S.  663. 

(6)  Edin.  and  Glas.  Ba.  Co.  v.  Earl 
o/Hopetoun,  1840,  2  D.  1255. 

(c)  Young  v.  Milne,  1814,  17  F.  C. 
664 ;  Frasery.  Burnet,  1806,  Hume  256. 

(d)  Macdonell  v.  Caled.  Canal 
Comrs.,  1880,  8  S.  881. 


(e)  Shand'8  Prac.  i.  60;  Dottglas, 
Heron,  and  Co.  v.  Earl  of  Galloiraf 
1774,  6  Brown's  Sup.  424 ;  Machan 
v.  Muness,  1776, 5  Brown's  Sup.  455 ; 
Aberdeen  Toum  and  County  Bank  v. 
Scot.  Equit.  Imur.  Co.,  1869,  22  D.  162. 

(/)  Shand's  Prac.  i.  61 ;  Friewil^ 
Insur.  Co.  v.  Boyal  Bank,  1749,  Elcb. 
Jurisd.  No.  50 ;  Blair  v,  Sampifi>^^ 
1814,  18  F.  C.  501 ;  A.  S.  22  July 
1774,  and  22  Jan.  1789  ;  Hercuks 
Insur.  Co.  v.  Hunter,  1837,  15  S.  8(i«^ 

{g)  Bank  of  Scotland  t.  Bamsn^, 
1738,  5  Brown's  Sup.  206 ;  Ander^m  v. 
Bank  of  Scotland,  1840,  15  F.  C.  547. 

(h)  Sjmrs  y.  Ardrossan  Canal  Co., 
1823,  2  S.  221 ;  Friendly  Insur.  Co.  v. 
Boyal  Bank,  supra. 


CiiAP.  v.]  DECLINATURE  OF  JUDGE.  565 

It  is  a  rule  of  the  House  of  Lords,  that  a  peer  will  not  take  Rule  in  House 

^    '      ^         •  i«i*i  p      y  '  ^     ^       -         ^^  Lords. 

part  m  hearing  an  appeal  in  which  a  company  of  which  he  is  a 
shareholder  is  a  party ;  and  it  has  been  doubted  whether  this  rule 
could  be  altered  otherwise  than  by  statute  (a). 

(a)  London  and  North- West.  Ra.  Co.  v.  Lindsay^  1858,  3  Macq.  114. 
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CITATION    OR    SERVING    OF    PROCESS. 


I.   FIRMS  AND  COMMON  LAW  COMPANIES. 


General  niies.    As  has  already  been  seen,  there  are  three  ways  in  which  associa- 
tions of  this  kind  may  be  called  as  defenders,  viz. :  1.  By  makbg 
all  the  partners  defenders ;  2.  By  calling  the  company  in  its  de- 
scriptive name,  with  joinder  of  at  least  three  partners ;  and  3.  By 
the  social  name  in  which  the  firm  signs  obligations.     Whichever  of 
these  forms  has  been  adopted,  service  must  be  made  on  the  quasi 
person  of  the  company.     This  is  done  by  leaving  a  copy  with  one 
of  the  partners,  or  other  known  official  of  the  company,  at  the 
company's  place  of  business.     The  place  of  business  is  in  law  the 
home  of  the  company ;  and  as  an  individual  may  have  more  than 
one  residence,  a  company  may  have  more  than  one  domicile.    This 
happens  as  often  as  a  company  has  two  or  more  offices  in  which  it 
receives  orders  and  transacts  business  with  its  customers.    When 
this  is  the  case,  service  may  be  made  on  the  quasi  person  of  the 
company  at  any  of  the  offices  lying  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Court  (a). 
With  whom  As  to  the  persou  with  whom  the  writ  ought  to  be  left,  the  ana- 

should  be  left,  logy  of  service  on  an  individual  affords  a  guide.  When  they  can  be 
found  present,  a  partner,  or  managing  official,  such  as  a  secretaire 
is  the  proper  person ;  but  where  these  cannot  be  got  after  due 
inquiry,  it  should  seem  that  service  on  an  inferior  assistant  will 
suffice  (b). 


(a)  Wordie,  1831, 10  S.  142;  Bishop 
y.  Mersey  and  Clyde  Nov.  Co.,1830, 8  S. 
558;  Aberdeen  Ra.Co.,  1854, 16  D.  422. 


(6)  Young  v.  lAvingstont^  1860,  22 
D.  983. 
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When  the  company,  being  a  nominal  firm^  has  been  called  as  Citation  is 
snch,  ue.  in  the  social  name^  service  would  seem  to  be  complete  the  mode  in 
when  made  as  above  described  at  the  place  of  business  (a).    But  ^m^ny^is 
where  the  company  has  been  called  either  in  the  names  of  all  its    ^  ®  • 
partners,  or  by  its  descriptive  name  with  joinder  of  three  partners, 
service,  it  appears,  must  be  made  not  only  on  the  quasi  person  of 
the  company  as  above  described,  but  also  on  each  of  the  partners 
whose  names  appear  in  the  writ  (b).    The  reason  of  this  require- 
ment is  obvious  enough,  when  it  is  found  necessary  to  call  all  the 
known  members  of  the  association ;   for,  the  same  reason  which 
rendered  it  necessary  to  call  them  individually,  requires  special 
service  for  each.     It  is  not  so  easy  to  find  a  reason  for  this  rigour, 
when  it  is  sufficient  to  call  only  three  of  the  individual  partners 
nominaiim ;  for  in  such  a  case  the  only  reason  for  calling  the  three 
partners  at  all  is  the  accident  of  the  company  trading  under  a 
descriptive  instead  of  a  social  name.     Nevertheless  the  practice  has 
so  run,  and  has  now  become  too  inveterate  to  be  disturbed. 

When  service  has  to  be  made  on  the  individual  partners,  as  in  When  seryioe 
the  cases  mentioned,  it  must  be  done  in  the  same  way  as  if  they  on  individual 
were  defending  individually ;  that  is  to  say,  either  by  delivery  of  p**"^'*®''^ 
the  writ  to  them  personally,  or  in  some  of  the  modes  which  the  law 
holds  to  be  equivalents  for  personal  service.     Hence,  leaving  copies 
of  the  writ  at  the  company's  place  of  business,  to  be  delivered  to 
each  of  the  partners,  will  not  be  sufficient.     This  rule  must  also  be 
adhered  to  when  the  company  is  called  in  the  social  name,  and  one 
or  more  of  the  partners  are  also  called  as  individuals. 

If  a  single  individual  has  contracted  an  obligation  as  though  he  Where  single 
were  a  firm  or  company,  and  he  is  sued  thereon  as  such,  he  cannot  trades  as  a 
object  to  the  validity  of  a  citation  which  would  have  been  effectual  ^^^^^' 
if  he  had  been  a  company  according  to  his  misrepresentation  (c). 

It  may  here  be  observed,  that  where  a  company  sues  one  of  its  Actions  inter 
own  members  or  partners,  he  must  be  called  as  a  defender,  and 
service  of  the  writ  must  be  made  on  him  in  the  same  way  as  if  he 
were  a  stranger.     The  company  place  of  business  is  not  to  be  taken 
as  the  residence  of  the  individual  partners. 

(a)  Forsyth  v.  Hare,  1834, 18  S.  50.  (c)  Young  v.  Livingstone,  1860,  22 

(h)  Cases  last  quoted.  D.  983. 
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II.   CORPORATIONS. 


General  rules. 


Companies 
Clauses  Act, 
1845. 


Notices. 


In  citing  such  associations,  attention  must  be  paid  to  the  provi- 
sions of  the  special  act,  charter,  letters  patent,  or  other  instrument 
incorporating  the  company,  or  conferring  on  it  the  privileges  of 
suing  and  being  sued.  If  no  provision  has  been  made  for  citation, 
service  must  be  made  on  the  person  of  the  company,  by  leaving 
a  copy  of  the  writ  at  its  place  of  business  iu  the  hands  of  some  of 
its  principal  officials,  such  as  a  manager,  secretary,  treasurer,  or 
director.  Perhaps,  where  these  cannot  be  found,  an  inferior 
office-bearer  may  suffice ;  but  a  mere  partner  or  member,  as  sucli, 
will  not  be  sufficient,  as  he  can  in  no  sense  be  considered  an  agent 
for  the  corporation. 

In  the  case  of  companies  formed  under  the  Act  1845,  the  writ 
is  served  either  by  being  left  at,  or  transmitted  through  the  post 
directed  to,  the  principal  office  of  the  company,  or  one  of  its  prin- 
cipal offices  where  there  are  more  than  one,  or  by  being  given 
personally  to  the  secretary,  or  in  case  there  be  no  secretary,  by  being 
given  to  any  one  director  of  the  company  (sec.  137). 

In  a  summons  against  a  railway  company  and  the  directors 
nominatimy  of  which  the  conclusions  were  directed  against  the  '  said 
defenders,'  and  the  warrant  to  cite  was  to  summon  ^the  said 
defenders  personally  or  at  their  respective  dwelling-places,'  and  the 
company  was  cited  by  delivering  a  copy  to  the  secretary  personally, 
within  their  place  of  business ;  it  was  held  that  this  was  a  good 
citation  of  the  company,  the  other  parts  of  the  warrant  being  held 
mere  surplusage  (a). 

Notices,  but  not  summonses  or  other  judicial  writs,  requiring 
to  be  served  by  the  company  on  a  shareholder,  may,  unless  personal 
service  is  required,  be  served  by  being  left  at  or  posted  in  accord- 
ance with  the  shareholder's  registered  or  other  known  address,  in 
time  to  admit  of  delivery  in  due  time.  Service  will  be  proved  by 
showing  that  the  notice  was  duly  addressed  and  posted  (sec.  138). 
Notice  to  joint  proprietors  of  shares  is  sufficiently  given  when  it  is 
served  on  him  whose  name  stands  first  on  the  register  (sec.  139). 

(a)  Stewart  v.  Midlanrf  Junction  Ra.      and  Airdrie  Ra.  Co.  v.   Tennenty  1^5' 
Co.,  1852,  14  D.  594.     See  Glasgow      11  D.  212. 
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Notices  requiring  to  be  given  by  advertisement,  must  be  inserted 
in  the  prescribed  newspaper ;  and  if  none  be  prescribed,  or  if  it  has 
ceased  to  be  published,  then  in  a  newspaper  circulating  where  the 
company's  chief  place  of  business  is  situated  (sec.  140). 

It  need  hardly  be  observed,  that  when  the  company  sues  one  of  Actions 
its  members,  he  must  be  called  and  cited  in  the  same  way  as  a  members. 
stranger,  the  above  compendious  modes  of  service  being  applicable 
only  to  notices  required  to  be  given  by  the  general  or  special  act. 

The  company  may  be  represented  by  its  secretary  or  treasurer 
in  all  proceedings  connected  with  the  bankruptcy  or  insolvency  of 
its  debtors  (sec.  142). 

In  the  case  of  companies  registered  under  the  Act  of  1862,  ComiMDiesAct 
any  summons,  notice,  order,  or  other  document  requiring  to  be  ^'  ^^^^• 
served  upon  the  company,  may  be  served  by  leaving  the  same,  or 
sending  it  through  the  post  in  a  prepaid  letter  addressed  to  the 
company  at  their  registered  office  (sec.  62)  (a).  Where  in  England 
a  company  is  proposed  to  be  wound  up,  but  has  no  place  of  business, 
the  Court,  on  an  ex  parte  application,  is  in  use  to  direct  service  of 
the  winding-up  petition  to  be  made  on  the  chairman  or  general 
manager  (&). 

Writs  or  other  documents  to  be  served  by  post  on  the  company.  Service  by 
must  be  posted  in  time  to  admit  of  delivery  within  the  required  ^^ ' 
period  of  service ;  and  in  proving  service,  it  is  sufficient  to  show 
that  they  were  properly  addressed  and  posted  as  prepaid  letters 
(sec.  63).    The  post-office  mark,  it  may  be  observed,  is  not  con- 
clusive evidence  of  the  time  when  a  letter  was  posted  (c). 

If  the  regulations  of  Table  A,  Schedule  I.,  be  adopted  as  the  Notices. 
articles  of  association,  notices  may  be  served  by  the  company  on 
any  member,  either  personally,  or  by  sending  them  through  the  post 
in  a  prepaid  letter  addressed  to  such  member  at  his  registered  place 
of  abode  (No.  95).  All  notices  directed  to  be  given  to  members 
with  respect  to  shares,  to  which  more  persons  than  one  are  jointly 
entitled,  must  be  served  on  whichever  of  such  persons  is  named 

(a)  See,  on  this  subject,  the  EDglish  1862,  11  W.  R.  161.     See  also  Gas- 

case  of  Towne  r.  London  and  Lime-  kell  v.  Chambers,  26  Beav.  252. 
rick  Steam-ship  Co.,  5  C.  B.  (N.  S.)  (c)  Stocker  v.  Collin,  7  M.  and  W. 

730.  515  ;  Hawkiw*  v.  Rult,  Peake  N.  P.  C. 

(6)  National  Credit  and  Exchanc/e  186 ;    Hilton  v.  Fairclough,  2  Camp. 

("o.    {Limited),    re    Companies    Act,  633. 


c.  19. 
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first  in  the  register  of  members ;  and  notice  so  given  is  sufficient 
notice  to  all  (No.  96).  Any  notice  served  by  post  will  be  deemed 
to  have  been  served  at  the  time  when  the  letter  containing  it  would 
be  delivered  in  the  ordinary  course ;  and  in  proving  such  service  it 
is  sufficient  to  establish  that  the  letter  was  properly  addressed  and 
posted  (No.  97). 

8  and  9  Vict.  The  Lands  Clauses  Act  provides  as  follows  in  relation  to  all 

matters  to  which  it  applies.  Summonses  or  notices,  and  all  writs 
or  other  proceedings  at  law  or  equity,  requiring  to  be  served  on  the 
company,  may  be  served  by  the  same  being  left  at  or  transmitted 
through  the  post,  directed  to  the  principal  office,  or  one  of  the 
principal  offices,  where  there  is  more  than  one,  or  by  being  given 
personally,  or  transmitted  through  the  post,  directed  to  the  secretary, 
or  in  case  there  be  no  secretary,  by  being  given  to  the  solicitor  of 
the  company  (sec.  128). 

18  and  19  Vict  Copartneries  registered  under  the  ^  Dwelling-Houses  Scotland 
Act,  1855,'  are  quasi  corporations,  and  are  cited  apparently  in  the 
same  way  as  proper  corporations  (sec*  3). 


c.  88. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

PARTICULAR  ACTIONS  AND  FORMS  OF  PROCEDURE. 

Havinq  now  considered  the  general  principles  and  roles  which 
govern  the  rights  of  companies  and  their  members  to  sae  and  be 
snedy  it  will  be  necessary  to  examine  some  of  the  more  special 
forms  of  legal  procedure  in  which  such  associations  or  their  mem- 
bers may  be  involved. 

INTEBDICT. 

When  anything  is  in  contemplation  to  be  done  which  is  contrary  Form  of 
to  existing  law  or  to  the  provisions  of  a  binding  contract,  the  Court  ^"^  ^^' 
will  generally  interfere  at  the  suit  of  parties  having  a  proper  interest 
to  prevent  its  being  carried  into  execution.  This  in  England  is  done 
by  injunction,  granted  by  the  Courts  of  Chancery  or  Exchequer;  in 
Scotland  by  interdict  granted  by  the  Court  of  Session,  or  an  inferior 
court  having  the  requisite  jurisdiction.  When  the  application  is 
made  in  the  Supreme  Court,  it  takes  the  form  of  a  suspension  and 
interdict;  when  in  an  inferior  court,  that  of  a  petition  for  interdict. 
If  the  act  complained  of  has  been  already  done,  the  remedy  by 
interdict  does  not  apply;  but  recourse  must  be  had  to  declarator  (a). 

The  interference  of  the  Court  by  interdict  is  often  sought  when  PurposeB  of 

n  1  ,  .  .  interdict. 

m  private  nrms  partners  are  about  to  transgress  the  provisions, 
express  or  implied,  of  the  partnership  contract ;  and  in  public  com- 
panies  when  simUar  improprieties  are  contemplated  by  the  directors 
or  a  majority  of  the  shareholders ;  and  generally  when  anything  is 
proposed  to  be  done  by  the  firm  or  company,  or  any  of  its  members, 

(a)  Per  Lord  Chan,  in  Fleming  ▼.      Jur.  229 ;  Shand  v.  Henderson,  1814, 
Newton,  1848,  6  Bell's  App.  175,  20      2  Dow  519. 
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Principles  of 
granting,  in 
private 
purtuerships ; 


in  public 
companicH. 


Interdict  by 
8ti*anger8. 


whereby  the  riglits  and  interests  of  the  others  are  injuriously 
affected.  This  remedy  is  also  available  to  any  of  the  public  who 
can  show  that  they  will  be  injured  by  the  intended  acts  of  a  firm, 
company,  or  corporation.  But  it  must  be  observed,  that  no  one  is 
entitled  to  obtain  an  interdict  against  wrongful  acts  in  the  abstract, 
without  at  least  showing  reasonable  grounds  of  apprehension,  e.g. 
that  they  have  been  resolved  upon,  have  been  actually  commenced, 
or  are  in  course  of  completion  (a). 

In  general,  the  courts  are  slow  to  interfere  between  the  members 
of  private  copartneries :  for  it  is  evident  that  unless  the  partners 
agree  to  bear  and  forbear  with  each  other's  infirmities  of  temper, 
peculiarities  of  disposition,  or  occasional  deviations  from  what  may 
be  deemed  the  strict  line  of  duty,  all  combined  action  is  impossible ; 
and  experience  has  shown  that  when  disagreements  of  an  important 
kind  arise,  and  are  likely  to  continue,  a  dissolution  of  the  partner- 
ship will  generally  be  found  the  most  desirable,  and  perhaps  the  only 
effectual  remedy.  When,  however,  the  improprieties  complained 
of  are  of  a  serious  kind,  and  would  make  themselves  felt  notwith- 
standing dissolution,  or  if  that  cannot  be  brought  about,  the  inter- 
ference of  the  Court  by  interdict  will  generally  be  obtained. 

In  public  companies,  whether  corporate  or  nnincorporate,  the 
same  objections  to  judicial  interference  do  not  exist,  for  the  share- 
holders do  not  stand  to  each  other  in  the  same  intimate  relation  as 
partners  of  a  firm  ;  nor  is  the  same  exuberant  trust  in  each  other 
necessary  for  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  undertaking,  the 
management  being  entrusted  to  special  officials  or  a  board  of  direc- 
tors. While,  therefore,  the  courts  will  not  readily  interfere  with 
the  management  of  the  company's  affairs,  where  the  irregularities 
alleged  to  be  in  contemplation  may  be  checked  by  other  means, 
they  will  at  once  interdict  any  contemplated  proceedings  which  are 
plainly  contrary  to  or  irreconcilable  with  the  scope  and  purposes 
of  the  company  as  defined  in  its  instrument  of  formation. 

When  interdict  is  sought  by  strangers  against  acts  contem- 
plated by  firms  or  companies,  the  Court  will  interfere  whenever 
such  interference  would  be  proper  between  private  individuals. 

These  general  principles  will  be  best  explained  and  illustrated 
by  reference  to  the  decided  cases ;  and  as  the  grounds  upon  which 

{n)  King  v.  Hamilton,  1844,  6  D.  399. 
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injunction  is  granted  in  England  are  for  all  practical  purposes  the 
same  in  relation  to  the  present  subject  as  those  which  warrant 
interdict  in  Scotland,  the  examples  we  are  now  to  give  will  be  taken 
indifferently  from  the  practice  in  both  countries. 

PRIVATE  PABTNERSHIP. 


Injunction  has  been  £n:anted — to  restrain  a  retiring  partner  Examples  of 

•'  ^  ^    *  this  romedy. 

from  carrying  on  the  business  of  the  firm  with  new  partners  (Eng- 
land V.  Curling  J  8  Beav.  129) ;  to  prevent  a  partner  from  being 
excluded  from  his  share  of  the  management  {Hall  v.  Ilallj  3  Mac. 
and  G.  79 ;    Anon.^  2  K.  and  J.  441) ;   to  restrain  a  partner 
from  acting  contrary  to  the  conditions  of  the  partnership  articles 
(Morris  v.  Colman^  18  Ves.  437 ;  Glassington  v.  Thwaites^  1  Sim. 
and  Stu.  124)  ;  to  restrain  a  partner  from  obstructing  the  partner- 
ship business  (Charlton  v.  Poulter^  19  Ves.  148,  n.;  Smith  v.  Jeyes,  4 
Beav.  503);  from  abusing  his  powers  of  agency  in  granting  bills,  etc. 
(Jervis  v.  Wliitey  7  Ves.  412;  Williams  v.  Bingleyj  Coll.  233),  and  in 
recovering  debts  (Read  v.  Bowers^  4  Bro.  C.  C.  440);  from  keeping  up 
partnership  books  (Greatrix  w.Greatrixj  1  De  G.  and  Sm.  692);  from 
holding  out  another  as  partner  with  him  (Troughton  v.  Hunter ^  18 
Beav.  470;  Bullock  v.  Chapman^  2  De  G.  and  Sm.  211);  to  enforce 
special  agreements,  such  as  not  to  recover  debts  or  divulge  trade 
secrets  (Morison  v.  Mouaty  9  Ha.  241 ;  Davis  v.  Armer^  3  Drew.  64) ;  to 
protect  a  partner  from  interference  by  representatives  of  a  late  partner 
(Davidson  v.  Napier^  1  Sim.  297 ;  Freeland  v.  Stansfield^  2  Sm.  and 
G.  479 ;  Alder  v.  FouracrSy  3  Swanst.  489) ;  to  restrain  a  late  partner 
from  cari*ying  on  a  business  in  breach  of  an  agreement  not  to  do  so 
(Churton  v.  Douglas^  1  Johns.  174 ;  Whittaker  v.  Howe^  3  Beav.  383), 
Interdict  has  been  granted  against  the  partner  of  a  company 
selling  bills  by  auction,  accepted  by  him  in  the  company's  name 
(Taylor  and  Sons  v.  Taylor^  1823,  2  S.  143)  (a). 

PUBLIC  COMPANIES. 

The  reported  cases  in  t^hich  the  interference  of  the  courts  has  General 
been  sought  by  a  minority  of  shareholders  against  the  contemplated  **    ^*  ° 

(a)  See  Reid  v.  Maxwell,  1852,  14  D.  449. 
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acts  of  a  majority,  or  of  those  charged  with  the  executive  manage- 
ment, are  very  numerous  both  in  this  country  and  in  England. 
Read  one  with  another,  they  may  be  taken  as  embodying  the 
following  general  rules  : — Judicial  interference  will  be  obtained  to 
restrain  from  doing  that  which  is  plainly  beyond  or  irreconcilable 
with  the  purposes  for  which  the  association  was  formed,  or  which, 
if  carried  out,  would  in  effect  alter  the  constitution  of  the  company, 
e,g.  converting  a  railway  company  into  a  canal  company,  maldng  a 
different  railway  from  that  for  which  the  company  was  formed,  and 
making  important  alterations  on  the  internal  management;  from 
depriving  shareholders  of  their  rights  to  share  in  the  management 
and  in  the  profits  of  the  concern  ;  from  misapplication  of  the  com- 
pany credit  or  funds;  from  holding  meetings  irregularly  called; 
and  generally  from  doing  anything  manifestly  unjust  to  the  interests 
of  even  a  single  shareholder,  or  tainted  with  fraud  on  the  share- 
holders or  the  public.     But  the  courts  will   decline  to  interfere 
where  the  course  proposed  to  be  adopted  by  the  majority  or  by  the 
managing  body  is  fairly  within  the  limits  of  their  discretionary 
powers,  either  express  or  implied,  even  though  that  suggested  by 
the  petitioners  appears  to  the  Court  to  be  more  prudent  or  advis- 
able ;  where  interdict  is  sought  on  grounds  of  a  trifling  or  technical 
nature ;   and,  in  general,  where  the  proceedings   complained  of 
might  be  remedied  by  making  use  of  the  machinery  provided  for 
that  purpose  by  the  company's  constitution,   unless  where  imme- 
diate interference  is  necessary  to  prevent  irremediable  mischief. 
Mode  of  With  the  view  of  elucidating  this  branch  of  the  subject,  it  was 

originally  intended  to  arrange  the  more  important  decided  cases 
into  two  great  classes,  viz.  those  in  which  interdict  had  been 
granted,  and  those  in  which  it  had  been  refused ;  and  lists  were 
accordingly  prepared  for  this  purpose.  On  more  mature  considera- 
tion, however,  the  author  was  induced  to  abandon  this  intention  for 
the  reasons  to  be  immediately  given.  When  judicial  intervention  is 
obtained  by  injunction  in  England  or  by  interdict  in  Scotland,  the 
courts  act  in  virtue  of  an  equitable  jurisdiction,  and  take  into  con- 
sideration the  whole  circumstances  and  specialties  of  the  particular 
case.  The  consequence  of  this  is,  that  while  a  cursory  glance  at 
the  decisions,  or  an  examination  confined  to  the  rubrics,  may  lead 
to  the  inference  that  the  power  of  intervention  has  been  anoma- 


arrangiDg 
cases. 
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lously  or  capriciously  exercised,  this  will  generally  be  removed 
when  the  whole  facts  that  were  before  the  Court  have  been  duly 
weighed  and  appreciated ;  so  that,  in  considering  what  will  be 
done  in  a  particular  case,  the  practitioner  is  in  continual  danger 
of  being  misled  by  decisions  which  are  precedents  merely  in 
superficial  appearance,  but  whose  true  ratio  decidendi  was  the  pre- 
sence of  an  element  which  does  not  exist  in  the  case  with  which  he 
is  concerned,  or  is  neutralized  by  considerations  of  greater  import- 
ance. It  thus  appears,  that  lists  of  cases  in  which  interdict  was 
refused  on  the  one  hand  and  granted  on  the  other,  would  be  more 
apt  to  mislead  than  to  guide,  unless  they  were  to  be  accompanied 
with  a  statement  of  the  circumstances  of  each  case  in  much 
greater  detail  than  could  be  admitted  into  a  work  of  this  kind. 
Instead,  therefore,  of  following  out  the  original  design,  the  more 
important  cases  have  been  arranged  under  appropriate  headings, 
and  a  particular  perusal  of  the  reports  to  which  reference  is  made 
is  specially  requested. 

Improperly  entering  or  continuing  a  person's  name  on   the  interdict  in 
register  of  shareholders:    Skortridge  v.  Bosanquetj  16  Beav.  84;  comp^niea 
Tai/lor  V.  Hughes,  2  Jo.  and  Lat.  24 ;  Bullock  v.  Chapman^  2  De  •"^  '^'''"' 
G.  and  S.  211. 

Issuing  of  preference  shares :  Edwards  v.  Shrewsbury/  Ra.  Co.j 
2  De  G.  and  Sm.  537. 

Issuing  of  shares  for  a  different  purpose  from  that  intended : 
Eraser  v.  WhalUyj  etc.,  11  Law  T.  N.  S.  175. 

Making  improper  transfers  of  stock  or  shares :  Ardrossan  Ra. 
Co.  V.  Glasgow^  Kihn.j  and  Ardrossan  Ra.  Co.j  1850,  12  D.  687 ; 
Williamson  v.  North  British  Ra.  Co.,  1846,  9  D.  255;  Eife  v. 
Swabt/f  16  E.  Jur.  49. 

Improper  making  of  calls:  Bailey  v.  Birkenhead  Ra.  Co.,  12 
Beav.  433;  Preston  v.  Grand  Coll.  Dock  Co.,  11  Sim.  327;  Orr  v. 
Glasgow,  Airdrie,  etc.,  Ra.  Co.,  1860,  3  Macq.  799,  aff.  20  D.  327; 
Hodgkinson  v.  Nat.  Insur.  Co.,  26  Beav.  473;  Harris  v.  North 
Devon  Ra.  Co.,  20  Beav.  384 ;  Play  fair  v.  Bristol  Ra.  Co.,  1  Ka. 
Ca.  640 ;  Logan  v.  Courtown,  13  Beav.  22 ;  Cooper  v.  Shropshire 
Ra.  Co.,  6  Ka.  Ca.  136 ;  Norman  v.  Mitchell,  19  Beav.  278. 

Improprieties  in  management. — Holding  meetings  without  due 
liotice  to  all  entitled  to  receive  it:  Cargill  v.  Sir  J.  Earrest,  1851, 
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I  Stu.  91.  Irregularities  in  appointment  of  directors:  Blackburn 
V.  Buchanan,  1848,  10  D.  590,  20  Jur.  199.  Non-fulfilment  of 
contracts :  Ritchie  v.  Scottish  Central  Ra,  Co.,  1847,  20  Jur.  62. 

Illegal  forfeiture  of  shares:  Naylor  v.  South  Devon  Ra*  Co^ 
1  De  G.  and  Sm.  32 ;  Watson  v.  Bales,  23  Beav.  294 ;  Preston  v. 
Grand  Coll,  Dock  Co.,  2  Ra.  Ca.  335 ;  Norman  v.  Mitchell,  5  De 
G.  Mac.  and  G.  648. 

Suspension  of  a  shareholder  s  rights :  Adley  v.  Whitsiable  Co., 
1  Mer.  107. 

Granting  leases  of  a  railway  in  perpetuity :  Wedderhim  ?. 
Scottish  Central  Ra.  Co.,  1848,  10  D.  1317.  And  delegating 
statutory  powers :  Benian  v.  Rufford,  7  Ra.  Ca.  48 ;  Great  Northern 
Ra.  Co.  V.  Eastern  Counties  Ra.  Co.,  9  Hare  306 ;  Winch  v. 
Birkenhead  Ra.  Co.,  16  E.  Jur.  1035,  7  Ra.  Ca.  384;  Simpson  v. 
Denison,  10  Hare  51;  London  and  Norths  Western  Ra'.  Co.  v. 
Scottish  Central  Ra.  Co.,  1847,  10  D.  215.  Transferring  of  the 
company  business  to  another  company :  Charlton  v.  Newcastle  Ra. 
Co.,  5  E.  Jur.  N.  S.  1096;  Winch  v.  Birkenhead  Ra,  Co.,  supra; 
Hatter sley  v.  Earl  of  Shelbume,  10  W.  R.  881. 

Changing  the  constitution  of  the  company:  Learmonth  v. 
Leadbetter,  1841,  3  D.  1192. 

Changing  the  purposes  for  which  the  company  was  formed: 
Colman  v.  Eastern  Counties  Ra.  Co.,  10  Beav.  1;  Natusch  v.  Irving, 
Gow  on  Part.  398 ;  Salomons  v.  Laing,  12  Beav.  377 ;  Simpson  v. 
Denison,  10  Ha.  51 ;  Bagshaw  v.  Eastern  Ra.  Co,,  7  Ha.  114 ; 
Forrest  v.  Manchester  Ra.  Co.,  7  E.  Jur.  N.  S.  887 ;  Simpson  v. 
Westminster  Hotel  Co.,  8  House  of  Lords  Cases  712. 

CaiTying  out  purposes  of  formation  in  part  only :  Hodgson  v. 
Powis,  12  Beav.  392 ;  Cohen  v.  Wilkinson,  12  Beav.  125. 

Misapplication  of  company  funds:  National  Exchange  Co*  v. 
Glasgow  and  Ardrossan  Ra.  Co.,  1849, 11  D.  571 ;  Brown  v.  Adam, 
1848,  10  D.  744 ;  Stephenson  and  Co.  v.  Caled.  Ra.  Co.,  1851,  23 
Jur.  426 ;  Wilson  v.  Glasgow  and  SouthrWestem  Ra.  Co.,  1850, 13 
D.  227;  Graham  v.  Nortfi  British  Bank,  1849,  11  D.  1165; 
Balfour  v.  Edinburgh  and  Northern  Ra.  Co.,  1848,  10  D.  1240; 
Blackburn  v.  Stewart,  1851,  13  D.  1243. 

Amalgamation  of  companies :  Gilbert  v.  Cooper,  10  £.  Jur. 
580. 
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Misapplication  of  money  raised  on  preference  shares  :  Yetta  v. 
Norfolk  Ra.  Co.j  3  De  G.  and  Sm.  293. 

Borrowing  of  money  by  a  limited  company  :  Bryan  v.  Metropo- 
litan Saloon  Omnibrta  Co.y  3  De  G.  and  J.  123. 

Sale  of  company  property :  Fleming  v.  Campbell^  1845,  7  D. 
935. 

Return  of  deposits  :  Kent  v.  Jackson^  14  Beav.  367. 

Illegal  payment  of  dividends :  Carlisle  v.  South-Eastern  Ra.  Co.^ 
1  Mac.  and  G.  689 ;  Sturge  v.  Eastern  Union  Ra.  Co.^  7  De  G. 
Mac.  and  G.  158 ;  Adely  v.  Whitstable  Ra.  Co.,  17  Ves.  315 ;  Craw- 
ford V.  North-Eastern  Ra.  Co.j  3  K.  arid  J.  723 ;  Henry  v.  Great 
Northern  Ra.  Co.y  4  K.  and  J.  1. 

Payment  of  dividends  before  payment  of  debts  or  completion  of 
company  works :  Stevens  v.  South  Devon  Ra.  Co.y  9  Ha.  326;  Brown 
V.  Monmouthshire  Ra.  Co.j  13  Beav.  32  ;  Fawcett  v.  Lawriey  1  Dr. 
and  Sm.  192. 

Issuing  of  reports  by  directors  which  are  unwarranted  or  ultra 
vires :  Stewart  v.  Blackburn^  185Q,  12  D.  834. 

Continuance  in  oflBce  of  directors  alleged  to  be  unduly  elected  : 
Inderwick  v.  Snell^  2  Mac.  and  G.  216 ;  Hatter sley  v.  Shelbume^ 
10  W.  R.  881. 

Abandonment  by  a  railway  company  of  its  works  when  it  had 
not  means  for  their  completion  :  Logan  v.  Courtown^  13  Beav.  22. 

Assignation  of  company  property  to  trustees  to  realize  and  pay 
its  debts  :  Lord  v.  Governor  and  Co.  of  Copper  Miners^  2  Ph.  740. 

Making  of  loans  to  directors :  Bluck  v.  Mallalue^  5  E.  Jur.  N.  S. 
1018. 

Managing  of  company  affairs  by  directors,  no  attempts  having 
been  made  to  control  their  proceedings  before  application  for  judicial 
interference  :  Foss  v.  HarbottU^  2  Ha.  461 ;  Carlen  v.  Druryj  1  V. 
and  B.  154 ;  Stevens  v.  South  Devon  Ra.  Co.y  9  Ha.  326 ;  Mozley  v, 
Alston^  1  Ph.  700 ;  Waters  v.  Taylor^  15  Ves.  10 ;  Yetts  v.  Norfolk 
Ra.  Co.y  3  De  G.  and  Sm.  293. 

In  some  cases  attempts  have  been  made  to  obtain  an  interdict  Interdict  to 

against  companies  or  some  of  their  members  applying  to  Parlia-  cation  to 

ment  for  special  acts  changing  the  constitution  of  the  company,  or  ' 

enabling  it  to  do  that  which  would  otherwise  be  incompetent.     To 

grant  interdict  for  such  a  purpose  would  seem  to  be  a  total  perver- 

2  o 
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to  restrain  legal 
prooeedings. 


sion  of  that  form  of  process,  if  indeed  it  ought  not  to  be  regarded 
as  illegal,  and  therefore  a  nullity.  The  Court  of  Session  have 
accordingly  always  refused  such  applications  (a)  ;  and  the  same 
course  has  generally  been  followed  by  the  Court  of  Chancery  (6). 
A  distinction,  however,  exists  between  the  right  to  apply  to  Parlia- 
ment, which  is  the  inalienable  privilege  of  every  British  subject,  and 
the  right  to  do  so  at  the  expense  of  others.  Accordingly,  the  Court 
of  Chancery  have,  at  the  instance  of  a  single  dissentient  share- 
holder, granted  an  injunction  to  restrain  the  application  of  company 
funds  in  defraying  the  expense  of  obtaining  an  Act  to  alter  the 
company's  constitution,  or  to  confer  powers  not  contemplated  in  the 
instrument  of  its  formation  (c) ;  and  the  Court  of  Session  have 
granted  interdict  at  the  instance  of  a  dissenting  minority,  against  a 
majority  applying  the  company  funds  towards  the  expenses  of  a 
new  application  to  Parliament  for  a  special  act,  after  the  first  appli- 
cation had  proved  unsuccessful  (d). 

Interdict  will  be  granted  against  parties  to  an  existing  process 
commencing  new  proceedings  before  another  tribunal  or  in  a  foreign 
country,  if  it  be  made  to  appear  that  such  restraint  is  necessaiy  to 
attain  the  ends  of  justice,  or  to  prevent  oppression  or  embarrass- 
ment.—Datrsor*'^  Trs.  v.  Macleansj  1860, 22  D.  685 ;  Todd  v.  Clyde 
Trs.y  1843,  6  D.  108;  Lindsay  v.  PaUrson,  1840,  2  D.  1373. 
The  Court  refused  to  restrain  a  company  proceeding  with  a  jury 
trial  under  their  act,  on  the  ground  that  the  required  amount  of 
capital  was  not  subscribed. — Phin  v.  Brisbane^  1839,  1  D.  1U2. 
Interdict  has  been  granted  in  Scotland,  notwithstanding  the  de- 
pendence of  an  application  for  injunction  in  England. — Anderson 
V.  M'Nair  and  Brandy  1859,  21  D.  257. 


(a)  Wedderhurn  v.  Scottish  Central 
Ra.  Co,,  1848, 10  D.  1317  ;  Anstruiher 
V.  East  of  Fife  Ra,  Co,,  1849,  12  D. 
127,  aff.  1852, 1  Macq.  98,  24  Jur.  419. 

(b)  Ware  v.  Grand  Junction  Water 
Co.,  2  R.  and  M.  470  ;  Hattersley  v. 
Earl  of  Shelburne,  10  W,  R.  881 ; 
Bill  V.  Sierra  Nevada  Mining  Co,, 
1  De  G.  F.  and  J.  177.  The  appU- 
cation  in  this  case  was  to  a  foreign 
Legislature. 


(c)  Munt  V.  Shrewsbury  and  Chester 
Ra.  Co,,  13  Beav.  1 ;  Simpson  r.  Dent- 
son,  10  Hare  51 ;  Vance  v.  Eastern 
Lancashire  Ra,  Co,,  3  K.  and  J* 
60  ;  Attorney- General  v.  AndrevSy 
14  E.  Jur.  124 ;  Cunliff  r.  Manches- 
ter  and  Bolton  Canal  Co.,  2  R.  and  U. 
480,  n. 

((/)  Brown  v.  Sir  C.  Adam^  1848, 
10  D.  744. 
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INTERDICT  IN  QUESTIONS  BETWEEN  PUBLIC  COMPANIES  AND 

STRANGERS. 

For  the  reasons  given  above,  we  shaU  classify  the  more  im- 
portant cases  according  to  their  subject-matter,  as  was  done  in  the 
previous  section. 

Entry  on  lands  by  a  company  possessing  aggressive  powers  interdict  be- 
before  a  bargain  has  been  concluded  for  the  lands :  Dalgliesh  v.  anrstrangers. 
Stirling  and  Dunferm,  Ra.  Co.y  1847,  9  D.  505  ; — or  before  paying 
the  price :  Hyde  v.  Great  Western  Ea.  Co.,  1  Ra.  Ca.  277 ;  Robert- 
son  V.  samey  1  Ba.  Ca.  459  ;  Jones  v.  samey  ibid,  684.  Proceeding 
with  the  works  before  settlement  of  claims  for  compensation,  and 
arrangements  as  to  accommodation  works :  Bkusk  v.  Formartine  and 
Buchan  Ba.  Co.,  1861,  23  D.  600. 

Entry  on  lands  not  covered  by  the  notice  :  Campbell  Benton  v. 
North  Brit  Ba.  Co.,  1845,  8  D.  247.  Interdict  will  not  be  granted 
unless  it  clearly  appear  that  the  company  are  about  to  commit  a 
trespass :  Standish  v.  Mayor  of  Liverpooly  1  Drew  1 ;  Foohs  v.  WiltSy 
Somersety  and  Weymouth  Ba.  Co.y  4  Ra.  Ca.  210.  See  Campbell 
Benton  v.  North  British  Ba.  Co.y  supra ;  Dalgliesh  v.  Stirling  and 
Dunferm.  Ba.  Co.y  1847,  9  D.  505. 

Carrying  through  a  compulsatory  sale  of  lands  or  interests  not 
covered  by  the  statutory  powers :  Todd  v.  Clyde  Trs.y  1843,  6  D. 
108 ;  Biver  Dun  Nav.  Co.  v.  North  Midland  Ba.  Co.y  1  Ra.  Ca. 
135 ;  Stone  v.  Commercial  Ba.  Co.y  4  My.  and  C.  122 ;  Mouchet  v. 
Great  Western  Ba.  Co.y  1  Ra.  Ca.  567.  Taking  lands  or  executing 
works  contrary  to  previous  agreement:  Duke  of  Norfolk  v.  Tennanty 
16  E.  Jur.  398 ;  Lord  Petre  v.  East.  Counties  Ba.  Co.y  1  Ra.  Ca. 
462. 

Formation  of  works  not  sanctioned  by  the  special  act:  Buchanan 
V.  CdUd.  and  Dumbarton  Ba.  Co.y  1850,  12  D.  778 ; — or  contrary 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Railway  Acts :  Coats  v.  Clarence  Ba.  Co.y  1 
Buss,  and  My.  181 ;  Kemp  v.  London  and  Brighton  Ba.  Co.y  1  Ra. 
Ca.  495 ;  Attomey-Gen.  v.  Eastern  Counties  Ba.  Co.y  2  Ra.  Ca. 
823 ;  Bell  v.  Hull  and  Selby  Ba.  Co.y  1  Ra.  Ca.  616 ;  Manser  v. 
North,  and  East.  Counties  Ba.  Co.y  2  Ra.  Ca.  380 ;  Baxter  v.  North 
British  Ba.  Co.y  1846,  8  D.  12X2. 
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Acquiring  lands  by  agreement  in  excess  of  the  statutory  powers : 
Cunningham  v.  Edinr,  and  North.  Ra,  Co.j  1847,  9  D.  1469. 

Proceeding  with  injurious  operations  alleged  to  be  intended 
when  the  company  had  previously  done  similar  illegal  acts :  Hoi/lej 
etc.,  V.  Shaws  Water  Works  Co.y  1854,  17  D.  83.  See  Dawson  \. 
Paver,  4  Ra.  Ca.  81. 

Doing  more  damage  in  carrying  on  the  operations  allowed  than 
the  necessity  of  the  case  requires :  Manser  v.  North,  and  £as(. 
Counties  Ra.  Co.,  supra. 

Acquiring  land  after  elapse  of  the  statutory  time :  Edinburgh 
and  Glasgow  Ra.  Co.  v.  Monklands  Ra.  Co.,  1850,  13  D.  145. 

Interdicts  in  relation  to  roads  proposed  to  be  taken  by  a  com- 
pany with  aggressive  powers. — See  Campbell  v.  Edinburgh  and 
Glasgow  Ra.  Co.,  1855,  17  D.  613;  and  1859,  21  D.  265;  and 
1861,  23  D.  1182,  a£f.  1863,  1  Macph.  (H.  of  L.)  53.  In  relation 
to  obstructing  roads,  see  Semple  v.  London  and  Birmingham  Ba. 
Co.,  1  Ka.  Ca.  480. 

Interdict  has  been  refused,  when  applied  for  by  a  trader  using 
a  line  of  railway,  against  the  company  exacting  higher  fares  than 
were  contained  in  a  table  of  tolls  alleged  to  have  been  agreed  upon 
between  the  railway  and  another  company. — Finnic  v.  Glasgow 
and  South-Western  Ra.  Co.,  1855,  17  D.  1127 ;  afif.  1857,  20  D. 
(H.  of  L.)  3,  3  Macq.  74.  As  to  tolls  generally,  see  same  case, 
1856,  18  D.  325. 

Interdict  to  restrain  proceedings  injurious  to  minerals.  See 
liaird  v.  Monklands  Iron  and  Steel  Co.,  1862,  24  D.  1418  ;  Eraser 
V.  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  Union  Canal  Co.,  1830, 9  S.  46 ;  Irving 
V.  Leadmills  Mining  Co.,  1856,  18  D.  833  ;  Caledonian  Ra.  Co.  v. 
Buchanan,  17  D.  996. 

Interdict  against  nuisances.  See  M^Culloch  v.  Wallace,  1846, 
9  D.  32  ;  Magistrates  of  Edinburgh  v.  Edinburgh,  Leiih,  and 
Granton  Ra.  Co.,  1847,  19  Jur.  421 ;  Broadbent  v.  Imperial  Gas 
Co.,  7  H.  L.  C.  600 ;  Attorney-General  v.  Shejield  Gas  Co.y  3  De 
G.  M.  and  G.  304. 

Interdict  in  relation  to  the  use  of  terminal  stations  jointly 
possessed  by  two  companies.  See  North  British  Ra.  Co.  v.  Edtft- 
burgh  and  Glasgow  Ra.  Co.,  1853,  16  D.  250. 

Matters  connected  with  arbitration  :  Anderson  v.  Aberdeen  Ra. 
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Co.,  1850,  12  D.  781 ;   Wihon  v.  Caledonian  Ra.  Co.,  1860,  22  D. 
697. 

It  has  been  held  incompetent  to  interdict  proceedings  under  a 
special  act,  which  only  provided  the  remedy  of  indemnity  for  loss 
sustained. — Douglas  v.  Dundee  and  Newtyle  Ra,  Co,,  1827,  6  S. 
329. 

It  has  been  held  in  England,  that  when  it  clearly  appears  that 
a  railway  or  other  company  cannot  perform  the  undertaking  con- 
templated by  their  special  act,  an  owner  of  lands,  through  which 
the  contemplated  line  runs,  may  obtain  an  injunction  to  restrain 
the  company  from  taking  them. — Agar  v.  Regent's  Ra,  Co,,  1 
Swanst.  250,  n. ;  Gray  v.  Liverpool  and  Bury  Ra,  Co,,  10  E.  Jur. 
364.  See  also  Lee  v.  Milner,  2  Y.  and  Coll.  611;  Hodgson  v. 
Earl  Powis,  12  Beav.  529 ;  Logan  v.  Earl  of  Courtown,  13  Beav. 
22 ;  Mayor  of  Kin^s  Lynn  v.  Pemberton,  1  Swanst.  244^ 

The  Court  will  not  interdict  completed  operations  which  have 
been  acquiesced  in  for  years.  The  remedy  in  such  cases  is  by 
declarator. — Iloyle  v,  Shaws  Water  Co,,  1854,  17  D.  83.  In  all 
cases,  the  remedy  by  interdict  must  be  sought  promptly. — Illing- 
worth  V.  Manch,  and  Leeds  Ra,  Co,,  2  Ra.  Ca.  187 ;  Semple  v. 
Lond,  and  Birmingham  Ra,  Co,,  1  Ra.  Ca.  120;  Attorney-Gen,  v. 
Manch.  and  Leeds  Ra,  Co,,  1  Ra.  Ca.  436. 

Where  the  period  for  completing  a  line  of  railway  under  a  con- 
tract had  elapsed,  and  where,  f;*om  the  certificate  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  and  the  interlocutor  of  the  arbiter  named  in  the  contract, 
it  appeared  that  the  line  was  ready  for  public  traffic,  the  Court 
interdicted  the  contractor  from  retaining  possession  of  the  line, 
although  certain  operations  still  remained  to  be  executed,  and 
certain  claims  were  alleged  to  be  still  unpaid. — Castle-Douglas  Ra. 
Co.  v.  Lee,  etc.,  1859,  22  D.  18. 

As  to  interdict  under  the  Traffic  Act,  17  and  18  Vict.  c.  31, 
see  Hosie  v.  Edin.  and  Glas.  Ra.  Co,,  1856,  19  D.  65. 

Where  a  note  of  suspension  and  interdict  had  been  presented  in 
name  of  a  projected  railway  company  and  others,  and  it  turned  out 
that  the  company  was  not  incorporated,  and  had  besides  been  dis- 
solved, the  Court  appointed  the  note  to  be  amended  by  withdrawing 
the  instance  of  the  railway  company. — Edin.  and  Perth  Ra.  Co. 
V.  North  British  Ra.  Co.,  1846,  9  D.  307.     See  also  Caled,  Ra,  Co. 
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V.  Buchanan^  1855,  17  D.  996.  See,  as  to  recall  of  interdict, 
Dundee  Gas  Light  Co.  v.  Dundee  New  Gas  Light  Co.y  1844,  7  D. 
109.  As  to  breach  of  interdict,  Fleming  v.  Caled.  Ma.  Co.y  1847, 9 
D.  792 ;  Hamilton  v.  Caled.  Ra.  Co.y  1847,  10  D.  41 ;  revd.  in 
part,  1850,  7  Bell's  App.  272,  22  Jur.  622. 
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CHAPTER   VIII. 

JUDICIAL    FACTOR  (a). 

The  Court  of  Session  being  in  Scotland  the  Supreme  Court  of  Appointed  by 
Law  and  Equity,  and  coming  in  the  place  of  the  old  Scottish  Privy  Beasion. 
Council,  has  long  been  in  use  to  appoint  judicial  factors  for  the 
management  and  administration  of  estates  subject  to  litigation,  or 
not  protected  by  any  one  legally  entitled  to  their  management. 
Anciently,  it  should  seem,  sequestration  of  the  estate  was  in  all 
cases  required  as  a  preliminary  to  the  appointment;  but  though 
this  has  been  relaxed  in  modern  practice,  it  would  still  appear  that 
this  is  the  proper  course  of  procedure  in  the  case  of  corporations  or 
copartneries  (6). 

In  England,  judicial  factors  are  termed  receivers,  or  receivers  and  How  termed 
managers,  according  to  the  nature  of  their  powers  and  duties  (c)  ;  "*   '^ 
and  even  in  Scotland  they  have  received  this  appellation  (d). 

The  appointment  of  a  judicial  factor  on  the  estate  of  a  firm  or  Prmoipies  of 
company,  involves  a  much  greater  interference  with  the  company 
affairs  than  the  mere  granting  of  interdict  against  certain  proceed- 
ings complained  of ;  for  it  takes  the  management  entirely  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  partners  or  shareholders,  and  thus  operates  as  an 
interdict  against  their  interfering  in  any  way  with  the  company 
affairs.  The  Court  are  therefore  very  chary  in  making  such 
appointments,  and  will  not  do  so  unless  a  very  strong  case  for  such 
interference  is  made  out. 

(a)  Upon  this  subject  generally,  see         (c)  Bennetts  Receiver,  ch.^ii.  b.  2; 
Thorns  on  Judicial  Factors.  Daniell's  Chancery  Practice,  8d  ed., 

(b)  Beck,  1836, 14  S.  1056  ;  Dixon,      978. 

1882,  10  S.  209  ;  Morrison,  1857,  20  (d)    Duke  of  Roxburgh,   1824,    2 

D.  276 ;  Glasgow  v.  Barrhead  Ra.  Co.,      Shaw's  App.  18. 
1850,  12  D.  1014. 


etc. 
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in  private  Generally  speaking,  the  Court  will  not  appoint  a  judicial  factor 

firms,  winding  •^     x        ^     o 

up.  to  manage  the  affairs  of  a  private  partnership,  unless  the  applica- 

tion is  made  for  the  purpose  of  winding  up  the  concern.  The 
reason  of  this  is,  that  it  would  serve  no  good  purpose  to  perpe- 
tuate the  existence  of  a  concern  which  its  own  partners  were  unable 
to  manage,  and  that  no  limit  could  well  be  set  to  the  duration  of 
the  appointment  (a). 

Misconduct,  When  the  concern  has  not  already  been  dissolved,  misconduct 

on  the  part  of  some  of  the  partners  is  the  most  common  ground  on 
which  the  appointment  of  a  judicial  factor  is  sought ;  but  if,  apart 
from  the  alleged  wrong-doers,  there  still  remain  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  partners  to  manage  the  concern,  the  Court  will  not  in 
general  make  such  an  appointment,  the  proper  remedy  being  by 
interdict.     Hence  it  is  much  more  difficult  to  obtain  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  judicial  factor  where  the  membership  is  numerous,  than 
where  it  consists  of  only  two  partners  (b).     It  is  presumed  that 
when  men  enter  into  a  partnership,  they  have  full  confidence  in 
each  other's  honesty;  and  therefore  it  is  not  mere  squabbling  or 
every  piece  of  apparent  misconduct  that  can  be  taken  as  sufficient 
to  warrant  the  Court  to  take  the  management  of  the  concern  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  partners,  and  thus  break  up  the  original  agree- 
ment (c).     When,  however,  it  is  plain  from  the  conduct  of  some 
of  the  partners  that  all  confidence  is  forfeited,  a  judicial  factor  will 
be  appointed  with  the  view  of  winding  up  the  concern.     The  most 
common  examples  of  such  conduct  as  is  here  referred  to  are  the 
following :  Where  an  attempt  is  made  to  exclude  a  partner  from 
his  share  of  the  management,  by  alleging  that  he  is  not  a  member 
of  the  concern,  or  has  no  interest  in  the  company  property  (d) ; 
where  a  partner  is  applying  the  company  property  for  carrying  on  a 
business  of  his  own,  or  making  away  with  it  for  unexplained  pur- 
poses ;  when  he  colludes  with  the  company  debtors,  so  as  to  enable 
them  to  escape  or  delay  payment  of  the  company  claims  ;  and  when, 

(a)  Goodman  v.  Whitcombe^  1  Jac.  (c)  Rowe  v.  Wood^  2  J.  and  W. 
and  W.  589  ;  Hall  v.  HaU,  3  Mac.  656  ;  Roberts  v.  Eherhardt,  Kay  148. 
and  G.  79  ;  Waters  v.  Taylor,  15  Ves.  (d)  Peacock  v.  Peacock^  16  Vea.  49; 
10;  Harrison  v.  Armitage,  4  Madd.  Goodman  v.  Whitcombe,  1  J.  andW. 
143 ;  Oliver  y.  Hamilton^  2  Anstr.  589 ;  Blakeney  v.  Dufaur^  15  Bear. 
453.  40  ;   Wilson  v.  Greenwood^  1  Swanst 

(b)  Hall  V.  Hall,  supra.  481. 
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in  such  cases,  the  misconduct  complained  of  and  established  cannot 
be  remedied  by  interdict  (a). 

When  the  partnership  property,  or  the  interests  of  the  partners  Mutual 
therein,  has  become  the  subject  of  mutual  litigation,  as  e.g.  where  ^  *°°' 
one  partner  has  brought  an  action  of  reduction  of  the  contract 
of  copartnery,  a  judicial  factor  may  be  appointed  pendente  prch- 
cessu  (b).  When,  in  an  action  by  one  partner  against  another,  the 
defence  is  taken,  that  the  alleged  partnership  is  illegal,  it  has  been 
doubted  whether  the  Court  will  appoint  a  judicial  factor,  unless 
the  application  has  been  made  in  initio  litis  (c).  Where  a  part- 
nership is  sought  to  be  judicially  established,  a  factor  may  be 
appointed  if  the  case  has  gone  far  enough  to  create  a  probabilis 
causa  (cZ). 

When  a  partnership  is  dissolved  by  the  death  of  one  of  the  Death, 
partners,  it  survives  for  the  purposes  of  winding  up  in  the  surviving 
partners ;  and  the  representatives  of  the  deceased  partners  are  not 
entitled  to  have  a  judicial  factor  appointed,  unless  they  can  make 
out  neglect  or  improper  conduct  («), 

But  though  the  Court  will  not  without  special  reasons  appoint 
a  judicial  factor  while  one  of  the  partners  is  in  a  position  to  con- 
tinue the  management,  the  case  is  very  different  where  the  company 
estate  has  come  under  the  control  of  persons  other  than  the  part- 
ners. When,  therefore,  all  the  partners  are  dead,  and  their  repre- 
sentatives are  in  possession,  a  factor  will  generally  be  appointed  as 
a  matter  of  course  (/).  The  fact  that  the  last  surviving  partner 
had  appointed  trustees  for  winding  up  the  concern  is  no  reason 
why  the  representatives  of  the  other  partners  should  not  obtain  the 
appointment  of  a  judicial  factor ;  for  though  a  surviving  partner  is 
entitled  to  wind  up  the  affairs  of  the  company  himself,  he  has  no 


(a)  Madgwich  v.  Wimble^  6  Beav. 
495  ;  Evans  v.  Coventry^  5  De  G.  Mac. 
and  G.  911 ;  Skeppard  v.  Oxenford,  1 
K.  and  J.  491 ;  Harding  v.  Glover^  18 
Ves.  281. 

(6)  Ex  parte  Broome,  1  Rose  69 ; 
but  Bee  Macdottgall  y.  MacLaurin, 
1839, 1  D.  1241 ;  Drysdale  v.  Lawson^ 
1842,  4  D.  1061. 

(c)  Sheppard  y.  Oxenford,  1  K.  and 
J.  491 ;  Hale  v.  HaU,  4  Beav.  369. 


(d)  Fairbum  v.  Pearson,  2  Mac. 
and  G.  144 ;  Chapman  v.  Beach,  1  J. 
and  W.  594. 

(e)  Collins  v.  Young,  1853,  1  Maoq. 
385,  reversing  14  D.  540 ;  Harding  v. 
Glover,  18  Ves.  281 ;  Lawson  v.  Mor- 
gan, 1  Price  303 ;  Kershaw  v.  Matthews, 
2  Russ.  62 ;  Kennedy  v.  Lee,  3  Mer. 
448. 

(/)  Phillips  V.  Atkinson,  2  Bro.  C. 
C.  272. 
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implied  power  to  entrust  this  to  others,  so  as  to  bind  the  represen- 
tatives of  his  former  partners  (a).  For  a  like  reason,  an  appoint^ 
ment  of  a  judicial  factor  will  easily  be  obtained  by  a  partner  against 
the  representatives  of  his  late  copartner  by  succession  or  in  bank- 
ruptcy (b).  Even  where  the  partners  on  dissolution  have  agreed 
to  appoint  a  stranger  to  wind  up  the  concern,  and  to  refrain  from 
interference  themselves,  this  does  not  always  preclude  the  appoinlr 
ment  of  a  judicial  factor.  Thus,  when  an  agreement  of  this  kind 
had  been  made  and  had  been  partially  carried  out,  but  on  the  death 
of  one  of  the  partners  disputes  arose  between  his  representatives 
and  the  surviving  partner  who  sought  to  interfere  in  the  manage- 
ment, the  Court  of  Chancery  appointed  a  receiver  on  a  bill  filed  by 
the  executors  of  the  deceased  partners  (c). 

When,  on  a  dissolution,  no  extrajudicial  arrangement  between 
the  quondam  partners  for  winding  up  the  concern  could  be  agreed 
upon,  and  there  was  no  provision  on  the  subject  in  the  contract 
of  copartneiy,  the  Court,  on  the  application  of  one  partner  with 
consent  of  the  others,  appointed  a  judicial  factor  (d).    And  in 
one  very  special  case  of  a  joint  adventure,  a  judicial  factor  was 
appointed  of  consent  of  both  the  adventurers,  with  the  unusual 
powers  of  taking  all  steps  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the 
interests  of  the  adventure,  and  either  to  wind  up  and  sell  the  pro- 
perty or  to  carry  on  the  business.     This  case,  however,  cannot  be 
taken  as  a  precedent  (e).    The  partner  of  a  dissolved  firm,  while  in 
prison  on  a  charge  of  forgery,  of  which  he  was  afterwards  convicted, 
granted  a  trust-assignation  and  a  factory  in  favour  of  a  certain 
party,  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  the  debts  and  winding  up  the 
concern.     The  Court  superseded  the  appointment,  but  nominated 
the  same  party  to  be  judicial  factor  (/). 

As  to  the  powers  of  judicial  factors  appointed  on  unincorporated 
associations,  the  following  cases  may  be  noticed :  Where  a  judicial 
factor  had  been  appointed  on  the  estates  of  a  solvent  mercantile 
company,  after  the  death  of  the  last  partner,  to  manage  and  wind 


(a)  Dixon  v.  Dixon,  1831,  10  S. 
178 ;  FuUarton  v.  Dixon,  1834,  12  S. 
750. 

(()  Freeland  v.  Stansfeld,  2  Sm.  and 
G.  479 ;  Candler  v.  Candler,  Jac.  225; 
Eraser  v.  Kershaw,  2  K.  and  J.  496. 


(c)  Davis  V.  Amer,  3  Drew.  64. 

(d)  Ahercrombie,   1857,  ThoniB  oo 
Jud.  Fact.  42. 

(e)  BeU,  1857,  19  D.  704. 

(/)  Marshall  v.  Anderson,  1841,  S 
D.  989. 
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up  the  concern,  and  all  parties  concurred  in  the  expediency  of  selling 
the  real  property,  but  some  opposed  a  sale  by  the  factorj  the  Court 
held  that  as  the  real  property  must  be  viewed  as  part  of  the  com- 
pany funds,  the  factor  was  entitled  to  make  up  titles  to  and  sell  it ; 
and  authority  was  granted  accordingly  (a).  When  a  judicial  factor 
on  the  estate  of  a  dissolved  company  brings  an  action  for  a  debt  due 
the  company,  and  is  met  by  the  defence  of  set-off,  he  is  entitled, 
on  obtaining  authority  from  the  surviving  partner,  to  plead  recom- 
pensation  against  the  counter  claims  of  the  defenders,  in  respect  of 
a  sum  due  by  them  to  the  surviving  partner  individually,  though 
incurred  after  dissolution  of  the  partnership  (6). 

It  is  not  unusual  in  England,  when  a  receiver  is  appointed,  to  Appdntnient 
give  the  appointment  to  a  partner  actually  carrying  on  the  business, 
provided  he  is  not  chargeable  with  misconduct.     He,  however, 
receives  no  salary  (c). 

In  the  case  of  joint-stock  companies  managed  by  directors,  it  is  PubUo 
more  difficult  to  obtain  the  appointment  of  a  judicial  factor  than  in 
the  case  of  private  partnerships.  If  the  application  is  made  at  the 
instance  of  a  minority,  it  is  always  very  doubtful  whether  they  have 
good  cause  of  complaint,  seeing  the  majority  are  satisfied  with  the 
management  provided  by  the  company's  constitution ;  and  if  at  the 
instance  of  a  majority,  such  an  extraordinary  exercise  of  the  equitable 
powers  of  the  Court  seems  unnecessary,  since  the  majority  have 
generally  the  power  of  remedying  the  evils  complained  of  by  chang- 
ing the  management,  and  any  immediate  improprieties  may  be 
checked  by  interdict.  When  the  company  is  incorporated,  the 
appointment  of  a  judicial  factor  is  liable  to  this  objection,  that  it 
amounts  to  a  withdrawal  of  the  management  from  the  governing 
body  to  which  the  Legislature  or  the  Crown  had  entrusted  it  (d). 
The  case  is  different  where  the  company  has  been  dissolved,  and 
the  application  is  made  for  the  purposes  of  winding  up  (e).  When 
an  application  of  this  kind  is  made,  all  the  partners  or  shareholders 
must  be  called  (/). 

(a)JPttZiar<onv.I>iaron,  1834,128.760.  (rf)  Maxton  v.  Muir,  1846,  7  D. 

(h)   Thomson  v.  Stephenson^  1855,  1006. 

17  D.  739.    See  also  Roe  v.  Candle-  (e)  Opiniona  of  judges  in  same  case; 

makers  of  Edinburgh^  1858,  20  D.  461.  and  Southern  Bank  of  Scotland,  1849, 

(c)  Wilson  V.  Greenwood,  1  Swanst.  11  D.  1494. 

471.    See  Ldndley,  p.  866.  (/)  Last  cases. 
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statutory  By  the  Companies  Clauses  Act,  8  and  9  Vict.  c.  17,  ss.  56  and 

provisions.  ,  _  ^^,  i-/,         «      -i  •  n 

57,  and  20  and  21  vict.  c.  56,  s.  3,  the  courts  are  specially  em- 
powered to  appoint  judicial  factors  or  receivers,  to  collect  the  tolls 
or  other  sums  liable  for  the  principal  or  interest  of  certain  mort- 
gages or  bonds  granted  by  companies  falling  under  the  provisions 
of  the  statute.  Similar  provisions  also  occur  in  some  previous 
private  acts.  It  has  been  decided,  that  these  special  enactments 
do  not  take  away  the  original  powers  of  the  Court  of  Session  or 
the  Court  of  Chancery  to  appoint  such  officials  (a).  The  mort- 
gagee, it  appears,  may  elect  between  the  statutory  and  the  ordinary 
appointment  (6). 

(a)  Glasgow  and  Gamkirk  Ra,  Co,^  Jour.  Ch.  1084.  See,  as  to  these  ap- 
1850,  12  D.  944  and  1014;  Maxton  pointments,  Baird  v.  Caled.  Ra,  Co., 
v.  Muir,  1845,  7  D.  1006;  Dremry  1850,  1 3  D.  36  and  795 ;  PHmroM  v. 
V.  Barnes,  3  Russ.  94;  Knapp  v.  Caled.  Ra.  Co.,  1851,  13  D.  1214; 
Williams,  4  Ves.  429;  Dumville  v.  Wu!hawRa.Co.Y.Caled.Ra.Co.,lSbl, 
Ashbrooke,  3  Russ.  98.  13  D.  464;  Glasg.  and  Barrhead  Ra.Co. 

(b)  Fnpp  V.  Chard  Ra.  Co.,  22  Law  v.  Caled.  Ra.  Co.,  1850,  12  D.  1014. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

CRIMINAL  AND  QUASI  CRIMINAL  PROCEDURE. 
By  the  law  of  Scotland,  though  criminal  prosecutions  are  generally  General 

^  ^  &  ^    observations. 

raised  at  the  instance  of  the  Lord  Advocate  as  public  prosecutor,  it 
is  also  competent  to  the  private  party  who  has  sustained  the  wrong 
to  prosecute  criminally  ad  vindictam  publicam ;  but  inasmuch  as 
such  a  power  is  very  liable  to  abuse,  the  law  has  made  certain  pro- 
visions which  have  generally  been  found  sufficient  to  prevent  its 
being  exercised  in  a  reckless  or  malicious  manner  (a).  One  of  the 
most  important  of  these  is,  that  the  unjust  or  calumnious  prosecutor 
lays  himself  open  to  an  action  of  damages  at  the  instance  of  the 
accused ;  and  by  certain  statutes,  the  Court  of  Justiciary  is  em- 
powered, on  the  accused  being  acquitted,  to  subject  the  prosecutor  in 
due  reparation,  which  may  be  recovered  by  summary  process.  It 
seems  even  to  be  competent  to  raise  a  counter  libel  for  calumny, 
and  remit  it  to  the  same  assize  by  which  the  accused  had  been 
tried  (6). 

Now,  it  is  obvious  that  the  efficiency  of  such  checks  on  i^eckless  Crisiinai  pro- 

T   •  -.•         J  J  !.•     1  a1-  j    I.   •         ceedingsnot 

or  mahcious  prosecution  depends  entirely  on  the  accused  bemg  generally 

J  i?T_i««j»«ji  J    competent  to 

made  aware  oi  who  his  individual  accuser  or  accusers  are;  and  companies. 
consequently,  before  a  private  prosecution  can  proceed,  it  is  required 
not  only  that  the  name  of  the  individual  or  individuals  prosecut- 
ing appear  in  the  instance,  but  that  they  appear  personally  at  the 
bar.  For  this  reason,  therefore,  if  for  no  other,  such  prosecutions 
cannot  be  raised  at  the  instance  of  firms  or  companies  prosecuting 
in  the  descriptive  or  social  name.  It  may  be  said,  indeed,  that  this 
reason  would  fail  when  the  prosecution  proceeds  in  the  social  name, 
(a)  Humors  Criminal  Law  ii.  p.  119.  (6)  Ibid,  pp.  127-8. 
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which  includes  that  of  individuals ;  but  it  must  be  remembered  that 
the  social  name  often  includes  those  of  persons  who  are  no  longer 
partners.  The  difficulty  would  perhaps  be  got  over  if  the  prosecu- 
tion were  to  be  raised  in  the  names  of  all  the  partners  or  members 
of  the  company,  and  if  they  all  appeared  at  the  bar  (a).  In  the 
case  of  a  corporation  aggregate,  it  was  held  that  a  private  prosecu- 
tion might  proceed  in  the  corporate  name,  coupled  with  that  of  a 
factor  or  attorney  specially  appointed  for  the  purpose,  who  appeared 
at  the  bar  as  representing  the  corporation.*  Yet  in  that  case  the 
factor  not  only  produced  his  general  commission  of  factory,  but  an 
extract  from  the  company  books,  under  the  hand  of  the  secretary, 
of  a  special  order  to  him  to  carry  on  the  process,  and  a  formal 
mandate  to  prosecute  under  the  corporate  seal  (6). 

An  opinion  has  been  hazarded,  to  the  effect  that  the  same  kind 
of  procedure  would  be  competent  at  the  instance  of  an  unincor- 
porated association  (c) ;   but   here  the  characteristic  distinctions 
between  corporations  and  common  law  companies  appear  to  have 
been  overlooked, — a  distinction  which  greatly  affects  even  civil  pro- 
cedure.    Isty  The  will  of  a  corporation  is  ascertained  in  accordance 
with  the  forms  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  public  authority,  so 
that  there  is  little  danger  of  its  name  being  used  by  unauthorized 
persons ;  whereas  the  same  securities  do  not  exist  that  the  name 
of  a  mere  firm  or  unincorporated  association  may  not  be  employed 
by  a  minority  of  the  partners,  or  even  by  strangers,  for  the  purpose 
of  a  groundless  or  malicious  prosecution.     2cf,  A  corporation  is  a 
continuous  entity,  possessing  corporate  property,  and  not  dissolv- 
able at  the  will  of  its  members,  so  that  in  the  event  of  his  being 
wronged,  the  accused  can  be  at  no  loss  against  whom  and  in  what 
manner  to  obtain  redress ;  whereas  the  quasi  person  of  a  conunon 
law  company  or  firm  may  be  dissolved  at  any  time,  leaving  the 
accused  to  find  his  remedy  as  best  he  may  against  such  as  he  can 
prove  to  have  been  its  former  members  (d).    It  would  therefore 
seem,  that  while  corporations  may,  by  observing  certain  formalities, 
prosecute  criminally  in  the  corporate  name,  this  is  incompetent 

(a)   Renfrewshire  Banking   Co.  v.  (&)  York  Buildings  Co.  v.  Maihie, 

M'KeUar,  1816,  Hume's  Crim.  Law      1727,  Hume's  Crim.  Law  ii.  268. 
ii.  119  ;  Aitken  v.  Rennie^  1810,  16  (c)  Hume's  Criminal  Law  ii.  268. 

F.  C.  78.  (rf)  See  Arhuckle  v.  Taylor,  1815, 

3  Dow  160. 
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to  unincorporated  associations,  unless  all  the    members  appear 
individually  in  the  instance  and  attend  at  the  trial. 

It  has  sometimes  been  given  as  a  reason  why  unincorporated 
associations  could  not  prosecute  criminally,  that  they  are  not  sus- 
ceptible of  the  sense  of  injury  (a).  As  to  this,  it  may  be  said  that 
a  desire  to  revenge  wrongs,  real  or  supposed,  is  not  a  motive  for 
instituting  a  criminal  prosecution,  which  ought  to  be  recognised  by 
the  law  in  civilised  times ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  tribunals 
of  this  country  would  discountenance  any  other  motives  than  those 
of  reforming  the  criminal  or  securing  the  safety  of  the  public. 
But  apart  from  such  considerations,  it  is  very  evident  that  in 
denying  the  right  of  criminal  prosecution  to  unincorporated  asso- 
ciations, the  law  has  recognised  no  such  principle  as  that  suggested, 
seeing  the  right  in  question  is  competent  to  corporations,  whose  sense 
of  injury  cannot  be  supposed  to  have  been  implanted  or  pretematu- 
rally  quickened  by  the  intervention  of  a  charter  or  special  act. 

No  criminal  or  quasi  criminal  proceedings  can  be  taken  acrainst  Criminal  pro- 

,     .  ...  ceduro  against 

firms,  companies,  or  other  associations  of  individuals,  whether  cor-  associations  is 
porate  or  unincorporate  ;  the  individuals  only  by  whom  the  wrong 
is  alleged  to  have  been  done  can  be  so  prosecuted.  The  reason  of 
this  is,  that  artificial  persons  cannot  be  conceived  of  as  possessing 
moral  attributes  ;  and  that  to  punish  as  criminals  the  individual 
members  of  an  association  for  its  corporate  acts,  unless  where  they 
were  individually  tried  and  convicted,  would  in  many  cases  involve 
persons  in  the  consequence  of  crimes  of  which  they  were  morally 
innocent  (b), 

STATUTORY  PENALTIES. 

When  companies  are  formed  by  special  act  for  carrying  on  Modes  of 
undertakings  of  a  public  natiu'e,  such  as  railways,  canals,  and  the  *  °^"*fif- 
like,  certain  police  regulations  are  often  made  by  the  Legislature 
for  the  protection  of  their  interests  and  those  of  the  public ;  and 
the  company  are  themselves  frequently  empowered  to  make  bye- 
laws  for  the  same  purpose.  When  this  is  the  case,  summary  and 
convenient  modes  of  procedure  are  provided  by  the  Legislature  for 

(a)    Hume's    Criminal    Law    ii.  (b)  Miles  v.  Finlay  and  Co,^  1830, 

119.  9  S.  18. 
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the  enforcement  of  such  regulations  or  bye-laws  before  the  sheriff 
or  justices  of  the  peace. 

The  provisions  of  the  Companies  Clauses  Consolidation  (Scot^ 
land)  Act  on  these  matters  are  as  follows: — The  company  are 
required  to  publish  on  a  board,  set  up  in  a  conspicuous  part  of  their 
principal  place  of  business,  short  particulars  of  the  offences  for  which 
penalties  are  imposed  by  their  special  acts  or  bye-laws  on  the  public ; 
and  unless  this  has  been  done  and  kept  legible,  the  penalties  cannot 
be  recovered.  When  the  penalties  apply  to  offences  committed  in  par- 
ticular localities,  they  must  be  posted  in  such  localities  (sec.  147)  (a). 
Penalties  are  imposed  on  such  as  deface  or  obliterate  the  boards 
(sec.  148).  A  summary  mode  of  recovering  penalties  is  provided 
before  the  sheriff  or  two  justices  (sec.  149) ;  and  if  not  immediately 
paid,  they  are  levied  by  poinding  and  sale  (sec.  150).  Offenders 
when  convicted  may  be  detained  by  order  of  the  sheriff  or  justices 
until  return  is  made  to  the  warrant  of  poinding  and  sale,  unless 
they  can  find  security  by  recognizance  or  otherwise  for  appearance 
on  such  return ;  and  if,  before  issuing  the  warrant  of  poinding  and 
sale,  it  appear  that  sufficient  goods  whereon  to  levy  cannot  be  found 
within  the  jurisdiction,  or  if  the  warrant,  when  issued,  prove  in- 
operative, the  offenders  may  be  imprisoned  for  three  months  unless 
the  penalties  be  sooner  paid  (sec.  151).  When  penalties  or  other  sums 
have  been  levied  by  poinding  and  sale,  the  surplus  must  be  paid  on 
demand  to  the  party  whose  goods  have  been  seized  (sec.  152)  (&). 

No  poinding  and  sale,  nor  summons,  conviction,  warrant,  or 
other  relative  proceedings,  are  deemed  unlawful  from  want  of  form ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  such  defect  or  irregularity  may  ground  an 
action  of  damages  in  the  Sheriff  Court  (sec.  153). 

When  the  disposal  of  penalties  is  not  otherwise  provided  for,  one 
half  may  be  awarded  to  the  informer,  and  the  residue  to  the  kirk- 
session  (sec.  154).  Penalties  must  be  sued  for  within  six  months 
(sec.  155).  Damages  may  be  claimed  in  addition  to  penalties  (sec 
156).  Witnesses  refusing  to  appear  or  to  be  examined  on  oath 
forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  £5  (sec.  157).  Offenders  whose  names 
and  residences  are  unknown,  may  be  summarily  apprehended  and 

(a)  See  Bye-Laws,  supra.  1864/  to  cases  of  this  kind,  Craig  r, 

(b)  See  as  to  application  of  the      Great  North  of  Scotland  Ra,  Co.,  20 
'  Summary  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,      Nov.  1865,  High  Court  of  Justicianr. 
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proceeded  against  (sec.  158).  The  Sheriff  proceeds  summarily 
in  all  cases  under  the  Act  without  abiding  the  course  of  the  roll, 
and  without  written  pleadings,  or  reducing  the  evidence  to  writ- 
ing, unless  he  see  fit ;  and  proceedings  so  taken  are  not  liable  to 
review  by  suspension,  advocation,  or  reduction  on  any  ground 
whatever  (sec.  159).  A  form  of  conviction  is  given  in  Schedule  G. 
No  proceedings  under  the  general  or  special  acts  can  be  quashed 
for  want  of  form,  or  removed  into  a  superior  court  by  suspension 
or  otherwise  (sec.  161).  But  when  the  proceedings  have  been  in 
writing,  an  appeal  lies  to  the  Sheriff  from  his  substitute,  who  may 
hear  the  parties  viva  vocey  subject,  however,  to  no  further  review 
(sec.  162).  Appeal  also  lies  from  the  Justices  to  the  Quarter 
Sessions,  if  made  within  four  months,  and  on  ten  days'  notice  in 
writing  to  the  opposite  party,  provided  the  appellant  enter  into 
recognisances  with  two  sufficient  sureties,  to  prosecute  the  appeal, 
and  abide  the  judgment  (sec.  163).  The  Quarter  Sessions  may 
hear  and  determine  the  appeal  at  once,  or  may  adjourn  it  to  the 
following  sessions,  and  may  confirm,  quash,  or  mitigate  the  sentence, 
dealing  with  sums  already  levied,  costs,  and  damages  as  they  see 
fit  (sec.  164). 

Provisions  are  also  made  by  the  same  statute  for  the  more  Damages 
effectual  and  speedy  recovery  of  damages  or  expenses  exigible  from  ^j.^  *^°'' 
the  company  by  reason  of  any  irregularities,  trespasses,  or  other 
wrongful  proceedings  done  in  the  exercise  of  the  statutory  powers, 
and  not  otherwise  provided  for.    These  provisions  are  as  follows : — 

The  company,  or  any  persons  acting  on  their  behalf,  who  have  Payment  into 
rendered  themselves  liable  to  prosecution  for  irregularities,  tres- 
passes, or  other  wrongful  proceedings  under  any  of  the  provisions 
of  the  general  or  special  acts,  may  prevent  action  being  raised 
against  them  by  tendering  sufficient  amends;  and  if  action  has 
already  been  raised,  they  may  before  the  record  is  closed  pay  into 
Court  such  sum  of  money  as  they  shall  think  fit,  by  leave  of  the 
judges,  and  the  effect  of  this  will  be  the  same  as  in  ordinary  cases 
where  this  course  is  adopted  (sec.  143). 

Where  provision  is  not  otherwise  made  for  ascertainment  of  Howa8oel^ 

*■  •  1  A  tained  and 

damages,  costs,  or  expenses  accnung  under  the  Act,  they  are  de-  recovered. 
'  termined  by  the  Sheriff ;  and  if  not  paid  within  seven  days  after 
demand,  they  may  be  recovered  under  warrant  of  the  Sheriff,  by 

2.P 
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poinding  and  sale  of  the  goods  of  the  company  or  other  party  liable 
(sec.  144).  In  default  of  suflScient  company  goods  on  which  to 
levy  the  amount  decerned  for,  it  may  be  recovered  by  poinding 
and  sale  of  the  goods  of  the  treasurer,  provided  that  it  does  not 
exceed  £20,  and  that  he  has  been  served  with  a  written  notice  and 
demand  for  the  amount  seven  days  previously.  The  treasurer  is 
entitled  to  indemnity  against  the  company  for  payments  so  made 
or  levied,  and  he  may  make  it  good  either  by  retention  or  action 
(sec.  145). 

Jurisdiction.  When  questions  of  damages,  expenses,  or  charges  fall  to  be 

determined  by  the  Sheriff  or  two  Justices,  the  defender  may  be 
summoned  on  the  warrant  of  the  Sheriff  or  any  Justice ;  and  decree 
or  award  pronounced  by  the  Sheriff  or  two  Justices  in  faro  or  in 
absence  is  final  (sec.  146). 

25  and  26  Vict  The  Companies  Clauses  Act  of  1862,  though  it  refers  merely 
to  companies  incorporated  by  registration,  contains  the  following 
provisions  for  th^  summary  recovery  of  penalties  for  offences  inUr 
aocios : — 

All  offences  involving  penalties  may  be  prosecuted  summarily 
in  Scotland,  before  two  or  more  Justices,  or  the  Sheriff  or  Sheriff- 
depute  of  the  county,  in  manner  directed  by  17  and  18  Vict.  c. 
104,  or  any  Act  amending  the  same  (sec.  65),  not  being  offences 
described  as  felonies  or  misdemeanours.  The  Sheriff  or  Justices 
may  direct  the  whole  or  part  of  the  penalties  to  be  applied  in  pay- 
ment of  costs  or  in  rewarding  informers ;  but  in  default  of  such 
direction  they  are  paid  into  Exchequer  (sec.  66). 
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CHAPTER   X. 

ARBITRATION. 
PRIVATE  FIRMS  AND  COMMON  LAW  COMPANIES. 

Though  individual  partners  have  no  implied  powers  to  refer  General 

,  ,  ,  .  observalions. 

to  arbitration  matters  in  which  their  companies  are  concerned ;  and 
though  it  is  even  doubtful  whether  such  a  power  may  on  mere 
implication  be  competently  exercised  by  majorities  so  as  to  bind 
dissenting  members,  it  is  not  unusual  to  confer  it  by  the  instrument 
of  formation  on  majorities,  officials,  or  managing  partners.  When 
this  has  been  done,  the  powers  so  conferred  will  bind  the  company, 
provided  they  are  exercised  by  the  persons  and  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  stipulated ;  nor  is  it  probable  that  the  courts  vrill  in 
a  question  with  third  parties  permit  the  company  to  take  advantage 
of  informalities,  to  escape  from  obligations  so  created.  It  would 
be  jus  tertii  for  a  third  party  to  found  on  such  informalities. 

It  is  also  a  common  practice  to  introduce  into  the  articles  of  Clauses  of 
association  or  deed  of  copartnery,  clauses  whereby  disputes  arising  contract  of 
inter  socios  or  between  the  company  and  its  members  or  their  repre* 
sentatives  are  required  to  be  referred  to  the  arbitration  of  certain 
specified  persons.  Such  stipulations,  when  properly  expressed,  are 
binding,  and  will  exclude  to  a  great  extent  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
ordinary  tribunals  (a).  To  be  effectual,  however,  they  must  be 
conceived  in  very  explicit  terms ;  and  they  must  contain  a  specific 
reference  to  persons  named.  Thus  a  clause  in  a  contract  of  copart- 
nery, referring  all  future  disputes  to  the  chairman,  etc.,  of  the 
Glasgow  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  the  time,  was  held  to  be 

(a)  Cooper  v.  Bertrant^  ShoUs  Friendly  Society^  1825,  3  S.  454 ;  Manson  v. 
DouU,  1840,  2  D.  1015. 
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ineffectual, — the  reference  not  being  to  an  individual,  and  the 
reference  as  well  as  the  point  to  be  decided  being  indefinite  at  the 
date  of  the  contract  (a).  In  like  manner,  an  obligation  to  refer  to 
two  neutral  persons  was  held  to  be  insufficient  to  bar  action  (6). 

Arbitration  between  companies  and  the  public,  or  their  own 
partners,  are  in  general  regulated  by  the  same  rules  as  apply  in 
cases  of  ordinary  submissions,  and  will  be  found  in  any  work  on 
arbitration  (c).  There  are,  however,  some  peculiarities  to  which  we 
shall  briefly  advert.  An  arbiter  is  in  general  disqualified  by  being 
a  partner  (d).  It  is  no  objection,  however,  to  an  arbiter,  that  as 
partner  of  a  company  he  is  creditor  to  a  small  extent  of  an  insolvent 
party,  in  whose  favour  decree  is  pronounced  (e).  It  was  found  to  be 
no  objection  to  a  decree-arbitral  against  a  company,  that  it  was  pro- 
nounced after  the  sequestration  and  death  of  the  sole  partner,  notice 
having  been  given  to  the  trustee  and  representatives,  who  declined 
to  appear  (/).  It  does  not  seem  ever  to  have  been  judicially 
settled,  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  submission  may  be  pro- 
rogated by  the  acts  of  one  active  and  known  partner,  such  power 
plainly  falling  within  the  implied  agency.  In  a  judicial  reference 
of  an  action  against  a  partner  for  payment  of  two  calls  of  stock, 
it  was  held  that  as  the  referee  had  decerned  for  payment  of  both 
calls  at  one  time,  whereas,  by  the  statute  constituting  the  company, 
an  interval  of  one  month  should  elapse,  the  decree  was  invalid, 
except  as  to  the  first  call,  and  was  in  other  respects  conditional  and 
inconclusive  ((/).  It  was  held  that  a  submission  in  a  contract  of 
copartnery,  of  any  difference  which  shall  arise  between  the  partners 
themselves,  did  not  apply  to  an  action  by  one  partner  against  the 
other  for  illegal,  fraudulent,  and  malicious  violations  of  the  con- 


(a)  Buchanan  v.  Muirhead^  1799, 
M.  14593. 

(h)  Milne  v.  Magistrates  of  Edin.^ 
1770,  2  Pat.  App.  209;  Hendry's 
Trs.  v.  Rentony  1851,  13  D.  1001. 
See  Hunter  v.  Cochrane^  1831,  6  W. 
and  S.  639 ;  aff.  9  S.  477. 

(c)  See  Bell  on  Arbitration  109, 
370  aqq. 

(d)  Tennent  v.  Macdonald^  1836, 
14  S.  976 ;  M'Kenzie  v.  Clark,  1828, 
7  S.  215. 


(c)  APKessock  v.  Drew,  1822, 2  S. 
11. 

(/)  HamiUon  v.  APGilp,  1826,  5  S. 
129.  See  Grant  v.  Girdwood  and  Co., 
1820,  20  F.  C.  156. 

(g)  Edin.  Oil  Gas  Co,  v.  Clynts 
Trs.,  1832,  10  S.  723,  alt.  1885,  2  S. 
and  M'L.  243.  See,  as  to  thus,  ^orth 
British  Ra,  Co.  v.  Barr,  1855,  18  D. 
102;  Finlay  and  Co.  v.  CampbeB, 
1834,  12  S.  792. 
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tract,  such  as  attempting  to  destroy  the  partnership  by  creating  a 
fictitioas  bankruptcy  (a).  The  clerk  to  a  submission  between  two 
partners  raised  an  action  against  both  for  his  account,  and  arrested 
the  funds  of  one  of  them.  A  new  submission  was  entered  into 
between  the  clerk  and  that  partner,  and  the  amount  claimed  was 
consigned  in  the  hands  .of  the  referees.  They  having  differed  in 
opinion,  and  declined  to  act,  a  multiplepoinding  raised  by  the  clerk 
in  their  name  for  disposal  of  the  consigned  fund  was  held  compe- 
tent, though  the  other  partner  had  not  been  made  a  party  (b). 

STATUTORY  ARBITRATION. 

We  have  already  seen  that  it  is  a  matter  of  considerable  doubt,  LegisUtivo 

"  ...  enactmonU. 

whether  at  common  law,  and  unless  specially  provided  in  their 
instruments  of  formation,  associations  for  the  purposes  of  gain, 
whether  corporate  or  unincorporate,  have  the  power  of  referring 
disputed  questions  to  arbitration,  so  as  to  bind  dissenting  members. 
However  this  may  be,  the  Legislature  has  by  divers  acts  conferred 
powers  to  this  effect  upon  companies  incorporated  or  formed  under 
certain  general  enactments,  and  has  laid  down  certain  rules  by  which 
such  statutory  arbitrations  are  to  be  regulated.  It  will  be  necessary 
to  devote  some  space  to  the  examination  of  these  provisions. 

The  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Acts,  and  the  Railway 
Clauses  Consolidation  Acts,  provide  that,  in  certain  circumstances, 
the  value  of  lands  taken  under  the  powers  of  a  company's  special 
act,  and  the  loss  or  damage  consequent  on  the  company's  opera- 
tions, shall  be  assessed  by  arbitration  ;  and  the  mode  in  which  such 
arbitrations  are  to  be  conducted  is  specially  laid  down  and  regu- 
lated. These  provisions  are  declared  applicable  to  railways  formed 
under  the  Railway  Construction  Facilities  Act,  1864  (sec.  51  of  ?7.*^^^A, 

VIC*.  C«  x£Lm 

that  Act).  It  is  unnecessary  to  notice  these  provisions  in  this  place, 
as  they  have  been  already  fully  examined  and  explained. 

Ry  the  Companies  Clauses  Consolidation  (Scotland)  Act,  1845,  «  an^  9  Vict, 
it  is  provided  that  where  any  dispute  directed  by  that  or  the  special 
act,  or  any  act  incorporated  therewith,  to  be  settled  by  arbitration, 
shall  have  arisen,  then,  unless  both  parties  concur  in  the  appoint- 

(a)  Lauder  v.    Wingate,  1852,   14  (6)  APFartane  y.  Black,  lSi2,  iJ). 

D.  633,  and  24  Jur.  321.  1459. 
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ment  of  a  single  arbitrator,  each  party  shall,  oil  the  written  request 
of  the  other,  nominate  an  arbitrator  bj  writing  under  his  hand. 
The  appointments  so  made  cannot  be  revoked  except  of  consent, 
nor  does  death  operate  as  a  revocation.     If  for  fourteen  days  after 
the  dispute  has  arisen,  and  after  the  request  to  name  an  arbitrator 
has  been  made  by  one  party  or  the  other,  this  last  party  fails  to  do 
so,  the  party  making  the  request  may  appoint  the  person  whom  he 
has  named  to  act  on  behalf  of  both,  and  his  award  is  final  (sec. 
131).     If,  before  the  matters  referred  have  been  determined,  an 
arbitrator  die,  become  incapable,  or  refuse  or  neglect  for  seven  days 
to  act,  the  party  appointing  him  may  nominate  another  to  supply  his 
place ;  and  if  for  seven  days  after  written  notice  to  make  a  new 
appointment,  he  fail  to  do  so,  the  other  arbitrator  may  proceed  ex 
parte.     Substituted  arbitrators  have  the  same  powers  as  those  in 
whose  place  they  came  (sec.  132).    The  two  arbitrators  must,  before 
proceeding  to  act,  appoint  an  umpire  (oversman)  by  writing  under 
their  hands  to  decide  where  they  differ.     If  the  umpire  die,  refuse, 
or  for  seven  days  neglect  to  act,  the  arbitrators  must  immediately 
nominate  another.    The  decision  of  the  umpire  is  final  (sec.  133). 
On  failure  of  the  arbitrators  to  appoint  an  umpire,  the  Lord  Ordi- 
nary is  empowered  to  do  so  on  the  application  of  either  party  (sec 
134).    The  arbitrators  or  umpire  may  examine  the  parlies  or  their 
witnesses  on  oath,  and  may  order  production  of  documents,  or  grant 
diligence  for  this  purpose,  or  for  citing  witnesses.     Letters  in  sup- 
plement, etc.,  are  issued  by  the  Lord  Ordinary  where  necessary 
(sec.  135).     Unless  otherwise  provided,  the  costs  of  the  arbitration 
are  in  the  discretion  of  the  arbitrators  or  umpire,  as  the  case  may 
be  (sec.  136). 
22  and  23  Vict        By  the  Railway  Companies  Arbitration  Act,  1859,  and  which 
extends  over  the  United  Kingdom,  certain  important  provisions 
are  made  for  the  settlement  of  matters  in  which  railway  com- 
panies are  mutually  concerned.     It  provides  as  follows: — ^Any 
%        two  or  more  such  ^companies,'  under  which  are  included  the 
owners  or  lessees  of  a  line  of  railway  worked  by  steam  power,  and 
all  contractors  working  such  lines,  may  from  time  to  time,  by 
writings  under  their  common  seals,  refer  to  arbitration  any  exist- 
ing or  future  differences,   and  all  matters  in   which  they  are 
mutually  interested,  and  which  they  might  lawfully  dispose  of  by 


c.  69. 
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agreement  between  themselves,  and  may  delegate  to  the  referees 
such  powers  to  determine  the  terms  of  any  contract  made  between 
the  companies  as  their  directors  might  delegate  to  committees 
of  their  own  namber  (sec.  2).    The  reference  may  from  time  to 
time  be  added  to,  altered,  or  revoked,  by  a  joint  writing  under  seal 
(sec.  3) ;  but  subject  to  such  alteration  or  revocation,  its  terms  are 
binding,  and  must  be  carried  into  effect  (sec.  4).     Where  the  com- 
panies agree,  the  reference  may  be  made  to  a  single  arbitrator ;  but 
in  default  of  such  agreement,  there  must  be  as  many  arbiters  as 
there  are  companies  (sees.  5,  6).    Where  there  are  more  arbitrators 
than  one,  each  company  appoints  an  arbitrator  by  writing  under  its 
common  seal,  and  must  give  notice  to  the  other  companies  (sec.  7). 
If,  after  such  notice,  any  company  fail  for  fourteen  days  to  appoint 
an  arbiter,  the  Board  of  Trade  may  do  so  on  the  application  of  any 
of  the  other  companies  (sec.  8).     If,  before  final  award,  any  of  the 
arbitrators  die,  become  incapable  or  unfit,  or  for  seven  consecutive 
days  fails  to  act,  the  company  that  appointed  him  must  appoint 
another ;  and  on  their  failure  to  do  so,  the  Board  of  Trade  will  as 
before  make  the  appointment  (sees.  9,  10).    Arbitrators  appointed 
by  the  Board  of  Trade  are  deemed  to  have  been  appointed  by  the 
companies  who  failed  to  do  so  (sees.  8, 10).    Appointments  of  arbi- 
trators once  made  cannot  be  revoked,  except  on  the  written  consent 
of  the  other  companies  (sec.  11).    The  arbitrators,  before  entering 
on  the  business  of  the  reference,  must  appoint  a  duly  qualified 
umpire  ;  and  on  their  failure  to  do  so  for  seven  days,  the  Board  of 
Trade,  on  application,  will  make  the  appointment  (sees.  12,  13). 
On  the  death,  supervening  incapacity,  or  failure  for  seven  days  of 
the  umpire  to  act,  another  must  be  named  by  the  arbitrators ;  and  if 
they  fail  to  do  so  for  seven  days,  it  will  be  done  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
(sees.  14,  15).     Substituted  arbitrators  and  umpires  have  the  same 
power  as  their  predecessors  (sec.  16).    If  within  the  agreed  upon 
time,  or  otherwise  if  within  thirty  days,  the  arbitrators  do  not  agree 
on  their  award,  the  reference  devolves  on  the  umpire  (sec.  17). 
The  arbitrators  or  umpire,  as  the  case  may  be,  are  empowered 
to  call  for  documents  and  to  examine  witnesses  on  oath ;  and  to 
grant  dUigence  for  the  recoveiy  of  documents  or  evidence,  and  for 
citing  of  witnesses.     If  required,  the  Lord  Ordinary  will  issue 
letters  in  supplement  or  other  writs  in  support  of  the  diligence  (sec. 
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18).  Unless  otherwise  arranged,  the  arbitrators  or  umpire  may 
proceed  in  the  business  of  the  reference  as  they  think  fit ;  and  after 
giving  due  notice,  even  in  absence  of  the  parties  or  any  of  them 
(sees.  19,  20).  Instead  of  a  single  decree-arbitral  exhaustive  of 
the  reference,  the  arbitrators  or  umpire  may  make  separate  or  con- 
secutive awards ;  and  in  such  a  case,  each  award,  so  far  as  it  goes, 
will  be  binding,  even  though  the  whole  matters  referred  should  not 
ultimately  be  determined  (sec.  21).  To  render  the  award  or  awards 
valid,  they  must  be  duly  signed  and  ready  to  be  delivered  withm 
thirty  days  from  the  date  of  the  reference,  unless  some  other  time 
has  been  specified.  The  umpire,  however,  unless  the  contrary  has 
been  arranged,  may,  by  written  prorogation,  extend  the  period 
within  which  his  award  ought  to  be  made  (sees.  22,  23).  Awards 
cannot  be  set  aside  for  informality,  but  must  be  fully  carried  out; 
and  the  superior  courts  of  law  and  equity  throughout  the  United 
Kingdom  are  required  to  give  every  aid  by  distress  infinite  on  the 
property  of  the  companies  or  otherwise  for  this  purpose  (sees.  24, 
25,  26).  Unless  otherwise  agreed  on  by  the  parties,  or  determined 
in  the  award,  the  costs  of  the  arbitration  and  award  are  borne 
equally;  and  in  other  respects  each  company  bears  its  own  expenses 
(sees.  27,  28). 
27  and  28  The  provisions  of  the  Act  we  have  now  been  considering  are 

Vict  c.  121.  ^         .  .  .  ...  ° 

incorporated  in  the  Railway  Construction  Facilities  Act,  1864 
(schedule  attached  to  the  Act). 

25  and  26  By  the  Companies  Act  of  1862,  any  company  registered  under 

its  provisions  may,  by  writing  under  their  common  seal,  agree  to 
refer,  and  may  refer  to  arbitration  in  accordance  with  the  Railway 
Companies  Arbitration  Act,  any  existing  or  future  difference,  ques- 
tion, or  matter  whatsoever  in  dispute  between  themselves  and  any 
other  company  or  person ;  and  such  companies  as  are  parties  to  the 
reference  may  delegate  to  the  referees  power  to  settle  any  terms  or 
to  determine  any  matter  capable  of  being  settled  or  determined  by 
the  companies  themselves,  or  by  their  directors  or  other  managers 
(sees.  72,  73). 

ObMrvatioiia.  It  will  be  observed  that  by  this  last  enactment  the  provisions 

of  the  Railway  Companies  Arbitration  Act  receive  a  much  wider 
application  than  that  originally  contemplated.  Previously  they  had 
been  applicable  to  no  other  than  companies  or  others  working  lines 
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of  railway  on  which  steam  power  was  employed ;  whereas  they  are, 
since  1862,  rendered  available  in  all  questions  whatever  arising 
between  registered  companies  on  the  one  hand,  and  companies  or 
persons  of  every  description  on  the  other.  It  must  be  noticed, 
however,  that  the  provisions  of  the  Railway  Companies  Arbitration 
Act,  whether  taken  in  their  original  or  more  extended  sphere  of 
operation,  are  in  no  case  compulsatory.  The  Act  is  merely  en- 
abling, and  binds  no  one  who  has  not  consented  to  a  reference 
under  its  provisions. 
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CHAPTER    XL 

EVIDENCE  (a). 

General  obser-  ^HE  kind  of  evidence  admissible  in  questions  between  companies, 
their  members,  and  the  public,  as  well  as  its  import  and  legal  effect, 
must  be  ascertained  by  referring  to  the  rules  and  principles  of  evi- 
dence as  these  are  generally  applicable.  At  the  same  time,  it  must 
be  observed,  that  from  the  peculiarities  of  the  partnership  relation, 
the  common  principles  and  rules  of  evidence  frequently  require  a 
special  adaptation  when  it  forms  the  subject  to  which  they  are  ap- 
plied. Already  in  the  course  of  this  work  we  have,  under  the  heads 
Evidence  of  Partnership  (6),  Prescription  (c),  Bef erence  to  Oath  (d), 
and  Admissions  (e),  somewhat  fully  examined  certain  cases  in  which 
this  special  adaptation  is  exemplified ;  and  when  treating  of  Bank- 
ruptcy, Dissolution,  and  Winding-up,  we  shall  have  occasion  to 
return  to  the  same  subject.  It  has,  however,  been  thought  advisable 
to  bring  together  within  the  compass  of  the  present  chapter  some 
of  the  more  important  principles  and  rules  which  the  characteristic 
incidents  of  the  partnership  relation  bring  into  operation. 

Evidence  of  Evidence  of  Fartnership. — Generally,  the  declarations  or  deposi- 

partnership.  riiii  fit  i  \ 

tions  of  the  alleged  partners  of  another  cannot  be  used  against  the 
latter  to  establish  that  he  is  a  partner  (/) ;  but  they  may  some- 
times be  admitted  as  part  of  the  res  geatcBy  their  effect  being  left  to 
the  jury  (g),  A  witness  cannot  be  asked  whether  he  believed  that 
two  or  more  persons  were  partners,  but  he  may  be  asked  as  to  facts 
showing  that  they  were  so  (A).     In  an  action  by  a  railway  com- 

(a)  See  Dickson  on  Evidence.  (/)  Belch,  1806,  2  Bell's  Com.  899, 

(6)  P.  64.  n.  4 ;  Smith  v.  Puller,  1820,  2  Mur.  Si2^ 

(c)  P.  279.  (g)  Same  case. 

(d)  P.  629.  (A)  ChaUo  and  Co.  v.  Pyper,  1827, 

(e)  P.  582.  4  Mur.  864. 
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pany  for  payment  of  calls,  the  defenders  objected  that  their  name 
had  been  improperly  entered  on  the  company's  books,  and  the 
authenticity  of  the  registers  was  challenged.  At  the  trial,  two 
books,  said  to  be  registers,  were  tendered  by  the  company  in  evi- 
dence, and  admitted  by  the  judge,  though  their  admissibility  was 
objected  to  because  it  had  not  yet  been  determined  whether  they 
were  registers  or  not,  and  also  because  they  were  not  kept  and 
authenticated  in  terms  of  the  Act.  It  was  held  on  a  bill  of  excep- 
tions, that  though  statutory  registers  were  conclusive  evidence,  the 
fact  of  membership  might  be  otherwise  established,  and  that  the 
books,  such  as  they  were,  were  evidence  for  the  jury  (a).  Allega- 
tions of  partnership  are  different  from  allegations  of  trust,  and  may 
therefore  be  proved  prout  de  jure.  Thus,  an  allegation  that  money 
deposited  in  bank  in  name  of  a  person  deceased,  belonged  to  a 
partnership  of  which  the  defender  and  the  deceased  were  partners, 
was  held  not  to  be  an  allegation  of  trust,  so  as  to  be  restricted  to 
proof  by  writ  or  oath  (6).  See,  upon  this  subject  generally.  Book  I. 
Chapter  VHI. 

Where  certain  shares  of  a  ship  were  registered  in  the  name  of  a  Shares  in 
party  individually,  it  was  held  incompetent  to  prove  that  they  were 
the  property  of  a  company  of  which  he  was  a  partner  (c) ;  and 
when,  from  the  certificate  of  registry,  a  party  appeared  to  be  the 
owner  of  a  ship,  it  was  held  incompetent  for  him  to  adduce  evidence 
to  contradict  the  certificate,  and  show  that  he  was  not  the  real 
owner  (d). 

Extent  of  Partner^ 8  Share  (e). — Entries  in  the  company  books  Extent  of 
have  been  held  as  conclusive  evidence  on  this  matter  (/) ;  but  BhaiSf'* 
private  books  kept  by  a  partner,  and  which  it  was  not  proved  had 
been  seen  by  the  other  partner,  were  not  admitted  as  evidence 
against  the  representatives  of  the  latter,  in  an  accounting  at  the 
instance  of  the  executrix  of  the  former  (^).  At  the  same  time,  a 
partner  is  presumed  to  be  cognizant  of  the  contents  of  the  books 

(a)  Caledonian  and  Dumbarton  Ra.  (d)  Morton  y.  Black,  1843,  5  D. 
Co,  V.  Lockhart,  1854,  17  D.  26 ;  but      411. 

see  17  D.  917.  (e)  See,  as  to  this,  p.  377  et  seq. 

(b)  General   Assembly    of  Baptist         (J)  Blair  v.   Russelly   1828,   6  S. 
Churches  v.  Tayhr,  1841,  3  D.  1030.  836,  and  8  S.  72. 

(c)  Ord  v.    Barton,    1846,    8    D.  (g)  Smith  v.  Logan,  1826,  6  S.  29  ; 
1011.  aff.  1830,  4  W.  and  S.  47. 
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Minutes  of 
meetings. 


Act  1845. 


kept  as  company  books  (a)  ;  and  in  an  action  inter  sociosy  a  valua- 
tion of  tlie  company  stock  by  one  of  the  partners  was  admitted  (b). 

Minutes  of  Meetings. — When  the  company  is  incorporated  or 
formed  under  a  statute,  the  prescribed  rules  contained  in  the 
instrument  of  incorporation,  or  in  the  general  Acts  to  which  it 
refers,  must  be  regarded  as  regulating  the  mode  of  authenticating 
such  documents  (c).  The  minutes  of  the  meetings  of  provisional 
committees,  or  of  promoters,  are  not  the  writ  of  any  member  who 
does  not  sign  them  {d).  And  the  provisions  of  the  Companies 
Clauses  Act,  1845,  as  to  the  keeping  of  minutes  by  the  directors, 
do  not  apply  to  the  minutes  of  provisional  directors  before  incorpo- 
ration {e).  Generally,  it  may  be  said  that  where  the  resolutions  of 
a  meeting  have  been  reduced  to  writing,  it  is  incompetent  to  aak  a 
witness  what  they  were  (/).  In  an  action  on  a  contract,  between 
provisional  directors  and  road  trustees,  the  Court  refused  to  admit 
evidence  by  letters  to  modify  the  terms  of  the  contract  (jr).  But  in 
a  question  as  to  the  intimation  of  an  assignation  of  shares  alleged  to 
have  been  made  at  a  meeting  of  shareholders  whose  proceedings 
were  recorded  in  a  minute,  the  Court  allowed  part  of  the  res  gesta 
which  were  omitted  in  the  minute,  and  denied  to  have  taken  place, 
to  be  proved  parole  (7i)  ;  and  in  an  action  of  damages  for  non-im- 
plement of  a  contract  said  to  have  been  embodied  in  a  minute  of 
the  directors,  but  not  signed,  it  was  held  competent  to  exhibit  to  the 
company's  secretary  the  draft  of  the  minute  prepared  by  him,  and 
to  ask  him  if  it  contained  a  correct  account  of  the  res  gestoe  (t). 

By  the  Companies  Clauses  Consolidation  Act  of  1845,  it  is 
required  that  all  minutes  of  meetings  shall  be  entered  in  books  kept 
for  the  purpose,  and  shall  be  signed  by  the  chairman  ;  and  when 


(a)  Kenney  v.  Walker,  1836,  14  S. 
803. 

(5)  Ewing  v.  Crichton,  1827,  4 
Mur.  184. 

(c)  See  Whitehaven  and  Furness 
Ra,  Co,  v.  Bain,  1850,  12  D.  829,  a£f. 
1850,  7  BelFs  App.  79 ;  Great  Northern 
Ra.  Co.  v.  Inglis,  1851,  13  D.  1315, 
aff.  1852,  24  Jur.  434,  1  Macq.  112. 
See  Companies  Glauses  Act,  sees.  10, 
11,  101. 

((/)  Johnston  v.  Scott,  etc,^  1860,  22 


D.  393.  See,  88  to  this,  p.  75,  *  Pro- 
moters.* 

(e)  Wilson  v.  Glasgow  and  S.'W* 
Ra.  Co,,  1851, 14  D.  1. 

(/)  Ivison  V.  Edinburgh  Silk  Co,, 
1846,  9  D.  1039.    See  also  last  case. 

(g)  Thomson  v.  Monklands  Ra,  Co., 
1852,  2  Stu.  60. 

(/t)  HiU  v.  Lindsay,  1847,  10  D. 
78. 

(i)  Wilson  v.  Glasgow  and  S.-W. 
Ra,  Co,,  1851, 14  D.  1. 
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this  has  been  done,  they  are  legal  and  conclusive  evidence  of  what 
they  contain  until  the  contrary  is  proved  (a). 

By  the  Companies  Act  of  1862,  it  is  provided  that  minutes  of  all  Act  1862. 
resolutions,  and  proceedings  of  general  meetings,  and  of  the  direc- 
tors or  managers,  must  be  duly  entered  in  books  kept  for  the  purpose. 
These  minutes,  if  purporting  to  be  signed  by  the  chairman  of  the 
meeting  or  of  the  next  subsequent  meeting,  are  evidence  in  legal 
proceedings.  Until  the  contrary  is  proved,  all  general  meetings,  or 
meetings  of  officials  of  which  minutes  have  been  so  made,  are  pre- 
sumed to  have  been  duly  held,  and  their  resolutions  to  have  been 
duly  passed ;  and  all  appointments  of  officials  made  at  them,  and  all 
acts  done  by  such  officials,  are  valid,  though  some  defect  may  after- 
wards be  discovered  in  their  appointments  or  qualifications  (b). 

The  minutes  of  unincorporated  associations  enjoy  none  of  the  Minutes  of  un- 

iTx  •  .         incorporated 

privileges  of  those  of  corporate  bodies.  In  a  question  inter  sociosy  aflsociations. 
it  is  probable  that  any  rules  as  to  authentication  laid  down  in  the 
instruments  of  formation  will  be  held  obligatory,  so  that  when  they 
have  not  been  adhered  to,  shareholders  will  not  be  held  bound. 
But  the  question  is  very  different  when  it  arises  with  the  public, 
who,  knowing  nothing  of  such  private  rules,  cannot  be  supposed  to 
be  bound  by  them  (c).  In  a  discussion  on  the  relevancy  and  com- 
petency of  an  action  by  the  directors  of  an  unincorporated  company, 
the  pursuers  were  allowed  to  found  upon  and  read  in  support  of  the 
action,  the  minutes  of  meetings,  and  reports  made  by  them  to  their 
shareholders,  though  these  were  neither  admitted  nor  proved  (d). 

Company  Books. — Evidence  of  the  handi^Titing  of  the  secretary  company 
of  a  private  company  is  not  sufficient  to  authenticate  the  books ; 
they  ought  to  be  authenticated  by  the  secretary's  evidence  («). 
The  mode  in  which  the  books  of  an  incorporated  association  are  to 
be  authenticated  is  generally  fixed  by  the  incorporating  instrument. 
Partners  of  private  firms  are  presumed  to  be  cognizant  of  the  con- 
tents of  the  company  books,  and  are  accordingly  bound  by  them  (/). 

(a)  8  and  9  Vict.  c.  17,  8.  101.  {d)  West  of  Scotland  Malleable  Iron 

(6)  25  and  26  Vict.  c.  89,  s.  67.  Co.  v.  Buchanan,  1855,  17  D.  461. 

(c)  See  Ivison  v.  Edin,  Silk  Co.,  See  Dickson  on  Evidence,  s.  1169. 

1846,  9  D.  1039 ;    Hill  v.  Lindsay,  (e)  AuchmtUie  v.  Ferguson,  1817,  1 

1847,  10  D.  78  ;   Inglis  v.   Cunning-  Mur.  205  and  208. 

ham,  1826,  2  Mur.  77  ;  Mansfield  v.  (/)  Kenney  v.  Walker,  1836,  14  S. 

MaxweU,  1885,  13  S.  721.  803. 
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'^"^^  in  bor.k,  t       . 

^^  '"-^  -rit.  ,;j  -^.^^[^J-  ^^k  agent  for  the  ba, 

-^"-'r  ,W..  ,,,,;^^7^  «  depositor  who  Ba" 
:^^'>'^  -t  was  held  that  if?     ^^'     ^"  «°  «<^tion  7or  l 

^^^^^'^  m.St .       ^"-^'on  with  tb      '^'''  '^^  °"gin^ 

Carried     **^«<V»,  1W9, 11 1'  i 
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••••»» 

'•*-^^: 


^"^'Ti-rpts  had  been  made  at  the  sight  of  a  commission,  they  were 
--'-*- i^riidmissible,  and  not  sufficient  to  entitle  the  company  to  make 
*^':^>'4\:-ks  from  which  they  had  been  taken  evidence,  their  not 

—  i -^••CTTi^een  produced  in  due  time,  and  no  notice  having  been 
' -^  v^tiir^f  their  intended  production  (a). 

"  ^Ziziiook  tendered  in  evidence  at  a  trial,  and  proved  to  be  the  Competexicsjr  of 
■  *•"'';-" -Cii" 7--  the  company  by  the  evidence  of  their  law-agent,  who  dence. 

-  -^^z:i:^:d  that  he  received  it  from  them,  but  knew  nothing  of  its 

-  -  i  i'tai  L'ts,  was  allowed  to  be  used  in  evidence  against  them  (6).  The 
T-r-iitiea^nJr  book  of  a  bank,  which  made  special  reference  to  the  com- 

-- 1^  J- :  J I  -.^-  contract  of  copartnery,  was  allowed  to  be  put  in  evidence 
'  '-:  :'r::crf2-: -rial  to  prove  the  price  of  the  bank  stock  at  a  certain  date, 
: .  :  'Zi^ri  :;.'-;h  the  contract  referred  to  was  not  produced  (c). 

-  "^  ^^  rif  .'-^-'•^  *°  action  of  damages  for  libel,  brought  against  two  parties,  Conflden- 

—  i^^«:/  :    -s  publisher  and  the  other  as  editor  and  proprietor  of  a  news- 
V    --**-"  n-  •*'>  *^®  latter  denied  his  connection  with  the  paper  in  any  way. 

^   ,  ,^     .^  jtness  objected  to  produce  the  books  of  the  paper,  alleging  that 

-  ..  .,;   -  _.j.'as  sole  proprietor,  and  that  an  examination  of  the  books  would 
^\osQ  his  private  affairs.     He  was  ordained,  however,  to  produce 

'     ,,        a  for  inspection  by  the  commissioner,  that  such  excerpts  as 
.'."  "^ 'e  necessary  might  be  taken  therefrom  (d).    In  an  action  of 

—  --'        lages  against  the  directors  of  a  bank,  on  the  ground  of  fraud, 

'3a  the  bank  had  been  amalgamated  with  another,  it  was  held 

"'•    '    -  •-  ^  ^jj^  manager  was  not  entitled  to  withhold  production  of  the 

,)ks  of  the  amalgamated  banks,  on  the  ground  that  it  might  prove 

-  --^^-^'  -  *-'jurious  to  the  interests  of  the  customers  (e), 

"^"^    Miscellaneous. — ^In  an  action  by  an  individual  against  a  company  MifloeUanteus 

-  .  :»-  ^j,  executing  orders  intended  for  the  individual,  it  was  held  incom-  *^*"^ 
•  u^z..^3tent  to  pnt  in  evidence  a  letter  written  by  the  defender  ten  years 

^*  •*r-*^^'^'efore,  acknowledging  a  similar  offence  against  a  company  of  which 
::.r  ti'^'he  pursuer  was  then  a  partner  (/).  See  a  case  where  the  judicial 
-:  siTsnaCixamination  of  partners  was  allowed  before  answer  {g)\  and  the 

(a)*  Great  Northern  Railway  Co,          (d)  Cadell  v.  Paul,  1799,  aff.  4  Pat. 

r.T  ^-  ^nglis,  I860,  12  D.  1194;   H.  of      App.  89. 

;     »;: .,:  L.  1852,  aff.  1  Macq.  112,   24  Jur.          (e)  Dobhie  v.  Johnston,  etc.,  1860, 

ft    *^.  22  D.  1113. 

(*)  Thorn  V.  North  British  Bank,          (f)  Dickson  and  Sons  v.  Dickson  and 

r   '   1850,  13  D.  134.  Co.,  1830,  5  Mur.  223. 

.  X:-         (0  Same  case.  (g)  Wiltony. Beveridge,lS^l,9S.^b. 
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Questions  of 
priyilege. 


Excerpts. 


Entries  in  books  kept  by  a  bank  agent  for  the  bank  have  been  held  to 
be  his  writ,  and  good  evidence  against  him  in  a  question  with  a  private 
creditor  (a).  An  entry  in  a  pass-book  duly  initialed  by  the  oflBcers 
of  a  bank  to  the  credit  of  a  depositor  who  had  a  current  account,  is 
merely  prima  facie  evidence  against  the  bank,  and  may  be  rebutted 
by  evidence  proiU  de  jure  (b).  In  an  action  for  the  price  of  goods 
sold,  it  was  held  that,  after  a  proof  and  production  of  partial  excerpts 
from  the  pursuer's  books,  it  was  incompetent  to  refer  to  these  excerpts 
as  establishing  payment  (c).  A  general  order  for  inspection  of  the 
books  of  a  mercantile  company  has  been  refused  (d). 

In  an  action  of  damages  for  non-delivery  of  railway  shares,  it 
was  held  that,  though  the  company  were  not  parties  to  the  action, 
the  secretary  was  bound  to  exhibit  to  the  commissioner  the  company 
books,  so  that  he  might  judge  whether  they  instructed  the  price  or 
not,  under  reservation  of  any  special  objections  to  their  inspection 
arising  from  the  nature  of  the  transaction,  which  the  secretary 
might  state  (e).  When  a  law-agent  who  had  bound  ap  the  scrolls  of 
all  deeds  prepared  by  him,  though  affecting  different  clients,  in  one 
volume,  declined  to  deliver  up  this  volume,  but  allowed  excerpts  to 
be  taken  by  the  commissioner,  and  brought  the  original  scroll  with 
him  to  the  trial  for  collation  with  the  excerpts,  it  was  held  that  the 
excerpts  might  be  put  in  evidence,  and  that  it  was  not  necessary  to 
lodge  the  original  scroll  eight  days  before  the  trial  (/). 

Excerpts  from  the  books  of  a  mercantile  company,  defenders 
in  an  action  made  under  a  commission  and  diligence,  and  duly 
authenticated,  may  be  produced  at  a  trial,  and  it  is  not  neoessaiy 
to  produce  the  books  themselves  (g).  But,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
has  been  held  that  the  register  and  minute-book  of  a  r^way  com- 
pany must  in  an  action  for  calls  against  a  shareholder  be  produced 
eight  days  before  the  trial,  and  that  excerpts  produced  before  that 
time  which  were  not  certified  were  not  sufficient  (A).     Even  when 

(a)  Anderson  v.  Wright,  1840,  15  («)  Graham  v.  Sprot,  1847,  9  D. 

F.  C.  1187.  645. 


(h)  Ehind  v.  Commercial  Bank^ 
1860,  3  Macq.  643,  22  D.  (H.  of  L.) 
2,  reversing  19  D.  519. 

(c)  Ralston,  Goodwin,  and  Co,  v. 
M'Lean,  1857, 19  D.  878. 

id)  Hotddsworth  v.  Walker,  1819,  2 
-Mur.  85. 


(/)  Wilson  v.  Glas,  and  5.-  W.  Ra. 
Co,,  1851,  14  D.  1. 

(jg)  Thorn  v.  North  British  Bank, 
1850,  13  D.  184. 

(h)  Whitehaven  and  Fumess  Ra. 
Co,  y.  Macfadyen,  1849,  11  D.  846 ; 
Carrick  y,  Saunders,  1850,  12  D.  922. 
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the  ezcerpts  had  been  made  at  the  sight  of  a  commission,  they  were 
held  inadmissible,  and  not  sufficient  to  entitle  the  company  to  make 
the  books  from  which  they  had  been  taken  evidence,  their  not 
having  been  produced  in  due  time,  and  no  notice  having  been 
given  of  their  intended  production  (a). 

A  book  tendered  in  evidence  at  a  trial,  and  proved  to  be  the  Competencjr  of 
writ  of  the  company  by  the  evidence  of  their  law-agent,  who  dence. 
deponed  that  he  received  it  from  them,  but  knew  nothing  of  its 
contents,  was  allowed  to  be  used  in  evidence  against  them  (b).  The 
transfer  book  of  a  bank,  which  made  special  reference  to  the  com- 
pany's contract  of  copartnery,  was  allowed  to  be  put  in  evidence 
at  a  trial  to  prove  the  price  of  the  bank  stock  at  a  certain  date, 
though  the  contract  referred  to  was  not  produced  (c). 

In  an  action  of  damages  for  libel,  brought  against  two  parties,  Oonfideu- 
one  as  publisher  and  the  other  as  editor  and  proprietor  of  a  news- 
paper, the  latter  denied  his  connection  with  the  paper  in  any  way. 
A  witness  objected  to  produce  the  books  of  the  paper,  alleging  that 
he  was  sole  proprietor,  and  that  an  examination  of  the  books  would 
disclose  his  private  affairs.  He  was  ordained,  however,  to  produce 
them  for  inspection  by  the  commissioner,  that  such  excerpts  as 
were  necessary  might  be  taken  therefrom  (d).  In  an  action  of 
damages  against  the  directors  of  a  bank,  on  the  ground  of  fraud, 
whea  the  bank  had  been  amalgamated  with  another,  it  was  held 
that  the  manager  was  not  entitled  to  withhold  production  of  the 
books  of  the  amalgamated  banks,  on  the  ground  that  it  might  prove 
injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  customers  (e). 

Miscellaneous. — In  an  action  by  an  individual  against  a  company  MisoeUAneouB 
for  executing  orders  intended  for  the  individual,  it  was  held  incom- 
petent to  put  in  evidence  a  letter  written  by  the  defender  ten  years 
before,  acknowledging  a  similar  offence  against  a  company  of  which 
the  pursuer  was  then  a  partner  (/).  See  a  case  where  the  judicial 
examination  of  partners  was  allowed  before  answer  {g) ;  and  the 

(a)*  Great  Northern  Railway  Co,          (d)  CadeU  v.  Paul,  1799,  aff.  4  Pat. 

v.  Ingtis,  1850,  12  D.  1194 ;  H.  of      App.  89. 

L.   1852,  aff.  1  Macq.  112,   24  Jar.          (e)  Dohhie  v.  Johnston,  etc.,  1860, 

434.  22  D.  1113. 

(h)  Thorn  V.  North  British  Bank,  (/)  Dickson  and  Sons  v.  Dickson  and 

1860,  13  D.  134.  Co.,  1830,  5  Mur.  223. 

(c)  Same  case.  (g)  Wibfony.  Beveridge,lS^l,9SASb. 
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cases  under  noted  as  to  oath  of  reference  to  managers  and  part- 
ners (a)  ;  as  to  evidence  as  to  powers  of  a  company's  manager  (b) ; 
as  to  delivery  of  deed  of  conveyance  by  the  company  to  one  of  its 
partners  (c)  ;  and  as  to  whether  a  bill  had  been  indorsed  by  a  com- 
pany/?er  procwra^ionem  (d). 


(a)  Gow  V.  Macdonaldy  1827,  5  S. 
446 ;  Stewart  and  Co.  y.  Tel/er  and 
Co.,  1821, 1  S.  103 ;  Ridpath  v.  Forth 
Marine  Insurance  Co.,  1844, 6  D.  1438 ; 
MacNah  v.  Lockhart  and  //e7w/ry,1843, 
5  D.  1014 ;  Neil  and  Co.  v.  CampbeU 
and  Ilopkirk,  1849,  11  D.  979 ;  CUl- 
land  V.  APLellan,  1851,  18  D.  504. 


(6)  Gye  and  Co.  v.  HaUam^  1832, 
10  S.  512,  12  S.  311,  1  S.  and  M'L. 
763,  14  S.  199,  15  S.  950. 

(c)  M'Creath  v.  Borland,  1860,  22 
D.  1551. 

((f)  Davison  v.  Rohertsony  1815,  3 
Dow  218. 
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